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DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

99™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September   ii,  1889 
ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BY  CAPTAIN  ALBERT  MAGNIN 

(COMRADES  of  the  Ninety-ninth:  During  the  years  that  have  passed  since 
you  stood  among  these  rocks  and  boulders,  and  amid  the  roar  of  artil- 
;  lery  and  the  rattle  of  musketry,  you  saw  the  glorious  banner  of  freedom 
upheld  in  all  its  dignity  and  glory,  the  name  of  Gettysburg  has  been 
the  synonym  around  -which  has  centered  all  your  thoughts  of  patriotism,  of 
honor,  of  bravery,  and  of  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which  we  fought  on  so 
many  other  fields,  and  which  was  finally  brought  to  a  triumphant  close  when 
the  sunburst  of  victory  perched  upon  our  banners  at  Appomattox.  We  feel 
proud  of  the  fact  that  on  this  field  of  Gettysburg,  when  the  cause  of  treason  re- 
ceived its  death  blow,  the  Ninety-ninth  was  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle,  and 
here,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Union  lines,  its  gallant  color  guard  held  aloft 
the  glorious  old  banner  which  formed  the  rallying  point  for  thousands  and 
saved  the  day. 

We  stand  here  the  remnant  of  what  was  once  the  glorious  old  Ninety-ninth 
Regiment,  and,  as  I  look  into  your  eyes  and  try  to  read  your  thoughts  as  we 
stand  together  on  the  field  of  Gettysburg,  I  feel  that  no  tongue  can  utter,  no 
pen  can  write,  no  imagination  can  fathom  the  myriad  emotions  that  surcharge 
your  hearts,  emotions,  tender  in  their  sterness  and  pure  in  their  exultation, 
emotions  tender  in  their  remembrance  of  the  noble  boys  of  the  Ninety-ninth, 
who,  upon  this  bloody  field,  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  gave  up  their  lives 
that  liberty  might  triumph  and  the  Union  be  preserved ;  exultant  because  those 
lives  were  not  given  in  vain,  and  that  out  from  these  rocks,  from  out  this  field 
whose  earth  was  enriched  by  the  blood  of  our  comrades  there  has  grown  up 
such  a  sentiment,  such  a  love,  such  a  regard,  such  a  loyalty  as  can  never  be;  ef- 
faced as  long  as  the  name  of  Gettysburg  remains.  And  Gettysburg  shall  be 
synonymous  with  heroism  and  valor  and  liberty  as  long  as  the  human  race  shall 
endure. 

Who  then  shall  dare  henceforth  to  lay  the  axe  at  the  roots  of  our  nationality, 
since  those  roots  are  nurtured  by  the  blood  of  our  comrades?  Who  shall  dare 
utter  the  name  of  Gettysburg  and  treasure  in  his  mind  aught  but  reverence 
and  devotion  and  pride  for  the  men  who  fought  at  Gettysburg  and  carried  the 
banner  of  the  Union  in  triumph  over  the  vanquished  traitors? 

We  meet  here  to-day  to  dedicate,  to  devote,  aye,  to  consecrate,  this  monument 
to  the  memory  of  our  comrades,  who,  on  this  spot,  gave  up  their  lives  that  we 
might  live.  We  know  that  it  is  not  that  we  deem  it  needful  to  raise  this  pillar 
of  stone  to  perpetuate  their  fame,  for  upon  these  fields  they  carved  for  them- 
selves an  inheritance  that  naught  but  Omnipotence  itself  can  obliterate.  In 
every  loyal  heart,  in  every  home,  in  every  hamlet,  village,  and  crowded  city, 
in  every  nation,  in  every  clime,  in  letters  of  blood  is  written  their  epitaph — 
Gettysburg!  In  that  one  word  is  embodied  all  that  ever  has  or  ever  can  be 
■written  to  exemplify  and  make  manifest  the  noblest  attributes  of  American 
manhood. 
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But  we  come  here  to-day  as  the  survivors  of  this  regiment  who,  upon  this 
spot,  shared  the  dangers  of  the  day,  and  rear  this  shaft,  not  simply  in  their 
memory,  but  as  a  a;uide  to  their  children  when  we  shall  have  joined  the  silent 
majority  on  high.  Here  in  the  years  to  come,  as  in  the  years  since  those  terri- 
ble days  of  July,  1863,  this  battle-field  shall  he  the  "Mecca,"  and  this  monu- 
ment one  of  the  shrines  at  which  patriotism  shall  come  to  offer  her  devotions. 
Here  our  children  and  our  children's  children  and  the  children  of  unborn  gene- 
rations shall  come  to  pay  tribute  to  undying  valor  and  heroism. 

"  By  her  soldiers'  graves  Columbia  proves 

How  fast  toward  morn  the  night  of  manhood  moves. 

Those  low  white  lines  at  Gettysburg  remain. 

The  sacred  record  of  her  humblest  slain. 

Whose  children's  children  in  their  time  will  come 

To  view  with  pride  their  hero  fathers'  tomb. 

While  down  the  ages  run  the  patriot  line 

'Till  rich  tradition  maizes  each  tomb  a  shrine." 

And  as  they  read  from  this  tablet  of  the  Ninety-ninth  at  Gettysburg  they  will 
realize  in  all  Its  fulness  that  from  every  blade  of  grass,  from  out  these  rocks, 
there  comes  from  the  blood  of  our  dead  comrades  an  exhortation  which  should 
be  coupled  with  every  lullaby  song,  and  which  every  mother  in  this  land 
should  teach  her  child,  that,  "loyalty  is  a  virtue,  and  treason  is  a  crime." 

One  of  the  gloomy  fruits  of  the  war  is  the  blight  it  casts  upon  the  loveliness 
of  nature.  The  regions  where  great  armies  have  encamped  or  fought  are  left 
trampled  and  desolate,  as  if  swept  by  a  hurricane — the  trees,  far  and  wide,  are 
scathed  as  with  fire.  But  it  is  the  restorative  work  of  peace  to  hide  the  bloody 
tracks  of  war,  and  cover  over  with  the  healing  sympathies  of  verdure,  the  rude 
gashes  and  dismal  wastes  left  by  the  violence  of  embattled  foes.  In  the  hollow 
fragments  of  the  bursted  shells  the  sweet  violets  find  soil  to  root  and  bloom; 
on  the  mounds  where  cannon  frowned  and  thundered,  the  gentle  grass  is  wav- 
ing; the  hopeful  step  of  the  reaper  has  supplanted  the  dull  tramp  of  the  sen- 
tinel; the  tinkling  sheep  bells  chime  where  the  roll  of  the  drum  or  roar  of 
musketry  shook  the  heavens,  and  where  the  sulphurous  smoke  of  battle  dark- 
ened and  fouled  the  air  ten  thousand  flowers  now  swing  their  tiny  censers  and 
exhale  their  fragrance  before  God's  peaceful  throne. 

And  so  we  come  here  to-day  with  our  hearts  filled  with  the  memory  of  our 
comrades  as  fresh  as  when  the  news  was  young,  not  in  anger,  not  in  a  spirit  of 
resentment,  not  to  renew  the  bitter  memories  of  the  past,  but  to  gather  and 
treasure  the  sweet  tender  remembrance  of  the  fact  that  our  comrades  who  sleep 
upon  this  and  other  fields,  and  those  who  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century 
have  been  mustered  out,  were  not  animated  by  a  spirit  of  conquest,  were  not 
inspired  by  hate,  jealousy,  or  selfish  ambition,  but  by  the  single  desire  to 
maintain  and  defend  the  Government  for  which  our  raothera  had  prayed  and 
our  fathers  had  bled.  We  here  raise  this  tablet  and  inscribe  upon  it  the  cold 
stern  figures  which  there  you  see,  that  you  may  learn  to  love  your  country 
more  by  knowing  what  it  cost;  that  you  may  know  that  it  came  out  of  the 
furnace  fires  of  '61  to  '65  regenerated,  purified  and  disenthralled; — redeemed 
not  by  silver  and  gold,  the  implements  of  ignoble  peace,  but  by  the  blood  of 
our  brothers,  fathers,  friends. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  ascribe  to  the  Ninety-ninth  more  than  its  full  share  of 
the  glory  that  belongs  to  all  the  heroes  of  Gettysburg.  That  glory  belongs  not 
to  one  man  or  to  one  section,  hut  to  all,  as  each  section  of  our  country  vied 
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with  the  other  in  sending  men  and  material  to  break  down  the  rebellion,  so 
corps  vied  with  corps,  division  with  division,  brigade  with  brigade,  regiment 
with  regiment,  company  with  company,  and  man  with  man  in  acts  of  bravery 
and  endurance  on  this  and  other  fields.  But  proud  is  the  man  who  can  say, 
"I  was  at  Gettysburg,  and  I  wore  the  Kearny  patch,  and  fought  with  the 
Ninety-ninth." 

But  what  led  to  Gettysburg?  Shall  I  tell  you  of  the  various  causes  or  griev- 
ances, or  imaginary  causes  or  wrongs  that  brought  about  the  rebellion?  I  take 
it  that  it  is  not  necessary  here  further  than  to  say:  That  it  was  the  inevitable 
result  of  an  antagonism  of  sentiments,  interests  and  social  structure  in  the  two 
great  sections  of  the  Union, — the  North  and  the  South.  The  foundation  of 
these  tendencies  was  laid  before  the  formation  of  the  Union,  in  early  colonial 
times.  The  conflict  commenced  as  soon  as  a  close  Union  was  attempted,  and 
the  Constitution  was  adopted  only  through  the  personal  influence  of  Washing- 
ton and  other  statesmen  of  that  time  and  from  the  general  conviction  that  it 
was  essential  to  the  protection  of  the  new  Eepublic  from  England  and  other 
European  powers.  Some  provisions  of  the  Constitution  involved  a  compromise 
between  the  North  and  South,  and  compromises  were  the  order  of  the  day  until 
the  South  became  so  arrogant  in  their  demands  concerning  the  institution  of 
slavery  that  finally  compromises  became  more  and  more  disagreeable  to  the 
North,  and  upon  the  election  of  that  great  and  good  man,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
the  South  began  to  prepare  for  war,  and  on  one  bright  morning  in  April, 
twenty-eight  years  ago,  the  people  of  the  North,  although  repeatedly  warned, 
were  startled  by  the  announcement  which  flashed  over  the  electric  wires,  that 
the  flag,  the  stars  and  stripes,  the  flag  of  freedom,  the  flag  of  Washington,  had 
■been  fired  upon !  By  whom  ?  By  an  alien  ?  No,  but  by  our  brothers  of  the 
South,  here  within  the  confines  of  our  own  Eepublic,  and  almost  before  the 
reverberations  of  the  rebel  guns  that  fired  on  Fort  Sumter  had  died  away  on 
Charleston  harbor,  thousands  of  brave  men,  and  brave  boys  too,  had  donned 
the  habiliments  of  war  and  were  ready  to  do  and  die  for  their  country.  That 
overt  act  on  the  part  of  the  traitors  which  was  meant  to  fire  the  southern  heart 
with  the  spirit  of  rebellion  against  the  best  government  the  world  ever  saw, 
had  a  counter  efifect.  The  loyal  North  was  alive.  Everywhere  was  excitement 
and  confusion,  but  with  it  all  a  stem  determination  that  this  Union  must  and 
should  be  preserved. 

Various  and  conflicting  were  the  opinions  as  to  the  probable  duration  of  the 
war,  and  few  imagined  that  for  four  long,  sad  and  weary  years  this  land  of  ours 
was  to  be  deluged  with  blood. 

Let  us  go  back  to  that  quiet  Sabbath  morning  when  the  lightning-tipped 
wires  flashed  the  news,  ''Fort  Sumter  fired  on."  The  echoes  of  the  guns  shook 
the  hearthstone  of  everj'  house  in  the  land,  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  fight. 
How  we  questioned  one  another  as  to  the  fate  of  the  gallant  Anderson  and  his 
beleagnred  little  band.  How  we  differed  as  to  the  outcome.  Some  saw  the 
end  close  at  hand,  others  saw  the  end  afar  and  over  a  bloody  chasm,  all  felt  that 
the  aggressor  must  fall.  The  streets  of  the  city  filled  with  people,  here  a  face 
pallid  with  horror,  there  a  face  set  in  rigid  lines  by  the  perception  of  a  painful 
duty,  on  all  was  written  in  unmistakable  signs  the  horror  which  the  thought 
of  war  alone  can  bring. 

This  was  the  message  that  flashed  over  the  wires:  "  New  York,  April  13, 
1861.  The  rebels  opened  fire  on  Major  Anderson  and  his  little  force  in  Fort 
34 
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Sumter  at  daybreak  ou  the  12th;  the  bombardment  is  still  going  on;"  and  then 
there  was  silence.  The  streets  teem  with  aimless  wanderers,  going — going,  any- 
where— everywhere,  alone  or  in  couples,  rarely  speaking,  scarcely  thinking — 
possessed — benumbed  with  restless  horror.  The  windows  are  full  of  blanched 
faces  looking  out  upon  the  straggling  crowds  with  wondering  pity — matron, 
wife,  child — full  of  the  grim  dread  that  has  come  into  the  common  life.  The 
Sabbath  bells  proclaim  the  hour  of  worship,  within  the  sanctuary  crowd  the 
hushed  and  pallid  throng.  Country,  blood,  war,  are  mingled  strangely  with 
thoughts  of  God;  Sinai's  thunders  and  the  booming  guns  of  Fort  Moultrie. 
That  which  we  had  learned  to  think  could  never  be,  had  come  !  Then  came 
the  call  to  arms.  The  first  shock  was  over,  the  bowed  head  of  yesterday  was 
raised  to-daj-,  buoyant  and  confident,  flags  flying,  drums  beating,  companies 
and  regiments  recruited,  and  then  the  cry  was,  "  On  to  Richmond — on  to  the 
capital  of  the  traitors. "  Oh,  what  painful  recollections  does  that  cry  recall. 
Days  of  preparation  and  delay,  days  of  anxiety,  and  the  days  and  the  weeks 
go  by  and  still  the  flag  of  the  Confederacy  waves  over  Richmond.  The  ninety 
days  of  prophecy  have  expired — all  at  once  the  air  was  full  of  shadow,  the  hot 
July  sun  looked  down  upon  an  expectant  Nation,  the  army  has  started  toward 
Richmond.  Then  came  the  clash  of  arms.  Then  the  throbbing  electric  wires 
flashed  forth  the  one  fell  word.  "Fighting!"  Then  the  exultant  cry  "the 
enemy  falling  back  !  "  Then  the  electric  pulse  which  was  wont  to  thrill  along 
the  wires  seemed  to  have  been  hushed,  palsied  with  the  woe  it  was  called  upon 
to  bear,  and  then  it  said,  "the  Union  army  in  full  retreat  on  Washington." 
This  was  the  result  of  the  first  "On  to  Richmond  !  "  "  On  to  Richmond  !  " 
does  it  not  take  you  back,  comrades,  to  the  camp  life,  to  the  rough  huts  in  the 
streets  of  Washington  and  upon  the  public  squares,  back  to  the  stirring  times 
of  the  beginning,  when  our  hearts  burned  with  new  zeal  as  we  learned  of  tlie 
fate  of  that  fairest  and  most  loved  of  young  warriors,  Ellsworth,  he  of  the  gold- 
brown  locks  and  sunny  hair  ?  ■ '  On  to  Richmond  ! ' '  How  strangely  familiar 
the  words,  even  now  that  years  have  passed  since  they  possessed  such  dire 
significance.  "Onto  Richmond!"  meant  on  to  death — on  to  hardships,  to 
weary  marches,  to  privations,  to  wounds,  to  wasting  sickness,  to  prison,  to 
starvation  !  "  On  to  Richmond  !  "  We  break  camp  and  fall  into  line  and  the 
words  of  the  commander  ring  out  upon  the  air,  "Attention!  Take  arms  ! 
Unfix  bayonets  !  Shoulder  arms  !  Forward,  file  left,  march  ! ''  and  as  we  step- 
ped out,  at  each  step  drew  nearer  to  a  soldier's  grave.  "  On  to  Richmond  !  " 
"On  to  Bull  Run;  to  the  Peninsula;  to  Williamsburg;  to  the  swamps  of  the 
Chickahominy ;  to  Fair  Oaks;  on  to  within  sight  of  the  spires  of  Richmond  !  " 
But  fate  ordered  that  the  days  should  roll  into  weeks,  and  the  weeks  into 
months,  and  the  months  into  years  before  the  stars  and  stripes  should  take  the 
place  of  the  stars  and  bars  on  the  capitol  of  the  Confederacy. 

Then  came  the  seven  days'  fight,  then  Bull  Run  again  and  Antietam  !  Then 
Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville,  and  then  Gettysburg. 

And  of  the  Ninety-ninth  at  Gettysburg  !  It  would  be  a  work  of  supereroga- 
tion were  I  to  attempt  to  tell  you  men  what  you  did  on  this  field,  on  those 
eventful  days  of  July,  1863.  It  was  my  fortune  then  to  have  been  "a  member 
of  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  who  shared  your  glory  in  another  ])art  of  this 
battle-field,  but  it  was  also  my  fortune  to  have  been  an  eye  witness  to  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  men  of  the  Ninety-ninth.  Before  the  battle  I  had  been  detailed 
for  duty  with  Winslow's   Battery  of  the  Third  Corps  (Battery  D,  First  New 
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York  Artillery),  and  from  yonder  wheat-field  where  that  battery  was  so  gal- 
lantly supported  by  Ward's  Brigade,  I  saw  the  boys  of  the  Ninety-ninth  as,  with 
a  heroism  born  of  indomitable  energy  and  love  of  country,  they  bravely  stood, 
a  wall  of  living  flesh,  between  their  homes  and  the  desperate  attacks  of  the 
rebels  who  were  hurled  upon  them  time  and  again  with  relentless  fury. 

But  when  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  the  veterans  of  the  Twenty-sixth  be- 
cjime  veterans  of  the  Ninety-ninth,  I  then  became  one  of  you  and  we  blended 
the  white  diamond  of  fighting  Joe  Hooker  with  the  red  diamond  of  the  in- 
trepid and  daring  Phil.  Kearny,  and  in  the  interchange  of  thought  in  the  long 
years  that  liave  since  passed  I  have  learned  in  part  of  the  doings  of  the  brave 
men  of  the  Ninety-ninth  on  those  eventful  days  in  July,  1863,  when,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  brave  John  W.  Moore,  they  won  for  themselves  a  renown  as 
imperishable  and  as  inseparable  from  that  of  Gettysburg  as  the  name  of  yonder 
"Devil's  Den." 

Of  him  who  led  you  on  that  day  I  fain  would  speak,  because,  as  you  know, 
when,  in  after  months,  he  left  the  Ninety-ninth,  it  was  to  become  the  colonel  of 
the  Two  hundred  and  third,  and  when  that  gallant  regiment  stormed  the 
mounds  of  that  Carolina  fortress  by  the  sea,  the  brave,  courageous  John  W. 
Moore  was  at  its  head,  and  with  the  colors  in  his  hand  he  fell,  pierced  by  a 
rebel  bullet,  and  from  off  the  heights  of  Fort  Fisher  his  spirit  took  its  flight  to 
join  the  boys  of  the  Ninety-ninth  "gone  before,"  and  his  life  blood  mingled 
with  the  sands  that  were  swept  by  the  waters  of  the  great  Atlantic. 

Taking  then,  the  story,  as  it  comes  to  me  from  living  and  dead  comrades.of 
the  Ninety-ninth,  and  from  my  position  as  I  stood  at  the  guns  of  that  battery 
in  yonder  field,  we  go  back  to  the  long  and  wearisome  march  from  in  front  of 
Fredericksburg,  and  on  the  30th  of  June,  on  a  dull  drizzly  morning,  the  regi- 
ment found  itself  at  Taneytown,  in  Maryland.  Then  on  the  1st  of  July,  pass- 
ing Emmitsburg,  and  having  halted  for  dinner,  you  were  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  an  aide-de-camp  with  dispatches  for  General  Birney,  then  commanding 
the  division,  then  came  the  command,  "  Fall  in  !  "  and  again  you  were  on  the 
march,  not  to  rest  again  until  the  name  of  Gettysburg  was  added  to  the  list  of 
battles  to  be  inscribed  upon  your  banners.  I  doubt  not  it  comes  back  to  you 
as  though  it  were  but  yesterday  the  feeling  that  animated  your  inmost  soul  when 
you  learned  that  once  again  your  feet  rested  upon  Pennsylvania  soil ;  how,  witlt 
renewed  vigor  and  quickened  footsteps,  every  man  strove  to  keep  his  place  in 
the  ranks,  and  as  we  neared  this  now  historic  field  and  saw  the  wounded  as  they 
were  taken  by,  and  learned  of  the  death  of  the  gallant  General  Reynolds,  and 
listened  with  bated  breath  to  the  mutterings  of  deep-toned  artillery  in  the  dis- 
tance, you  all  took  firmer  grip  upon  sword-hilt  or  musket  and  vowed,  each  one 
for  himself,  that  come  weal  or  woe,  the  rebels  should  find  no  repose  until  driven 
from  Pennsylvania's  soil.  Night  came  on  and  in  yonder  peach  orchard  you 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  first  day's  fight  had  been  fought;  the  brave 
Eeynolds  and  thousands  of  brave  boys  in  blue  lay  cold  in  death's  embrace,  and 
thousands  more  lay  mangled  and  torn  by  shot  and  shell,  and  yet  the  rebel  army 
confronted  us,  bold,  daring  and  defiant.  Ah,  what  hopes  and  fears  disturbed 
your  fitful  slumbers  in  yon  orchard  on  that  night,  and  when  the  morning  of 
the  2d  came  we  all  felt  that  the  day  would  decide  whether  we  were  to  have  a 
home  and  a  country,  and  ere  the  first  streakings  of  the  morning  light  broke 
from  the  horizon,  you,  men  of  the  Ninety-ninth,  took  up  your  position  to  the 
left  of  the  peach  orchard  in  front  of  the  wheat-field,  with  Berdan's  Sharpshooters 
in  your  front,  looking  out  for  the  appearance  of  the  enemy. 
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It  was  while  here,  that  in  response  to  the  great  demand  for  rations,  a  detail 
was  sent  out,  and  a  beef  was  Icilled,  but  before  it  could  be  distributed  the 
fight  was  on. 

You  will  doubtless  remember  that  when  you  left  the  peach  orchard,  you  were 
taken  to  a  continuation  of  the  stone-wall,  somewhat  to  the  right  of  Little  Round 
Top,  and  sometime  in  the  forenoon  a  detail  of  skirmishers  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Thomas  A.  Kelly,  were  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  Sherfy 
House,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  peach  orchard  and  deployed  as  skirmishers,  ad- 
vancing in  an  oblique  line  through  the  orchard,  crossing  the  Emmitsburg  road 
and  into  the  field  beyond,  where  they  discovered  the  rebel  skirmish  line  ad- 
vancing also  in  an  oblique  direction  towards  the  left  of  our  line  in  the  direction 
of  Round  Top.  Shots  were  exchanged,  and  the  skirmishers  of  the  Ninety-ninth 
having  opened  the  fight,  fell  back  to  where  the  Third  Corps  was  then  in  line 
of  battle.  After  this,  Berdan's  Sharpshooters  discovered  the  same  line  of  rebel 
skinnishers,  and  to  them  heretofore  has  been  given  the  honor  of  the  first  inte  - 
change  of  shots  on  the  morning  of  the  2d.  I  thiuk  it  was  about  3  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  that  the  Ninety-ninth  came  into  the  wheat-field  and  passed  on 
in  front  of  and  supporting  Winslow's  Battery,  your  position  bejng  in  front  of 
the  grove  and  overlooking  that  valley  between  Emmitsburg  road  and  Round 
Top.  But  to  go  on  in  detail  and  note  the  movements  of  the  gallant  Ninety- 
ninth  would  occupy  more  time  than  is  allotted  me  here  to-day.  The  fight  is 
fairly  on,  the  regiment  moves  to  the  left  of  the  brigade.  Shot  and  shell  go 
whistling  in  all  their  terrific  fury  through  the  grove  and  wheat- field,  the  men 
at  the  batteries  pour  grape  and  canister  into  the  ranks  of  the  rebels  who  came 
through  the  gap  left  by  the  Ninety-ninth,  who  are  by  this  time  desperately  en- 
gaged on  the  left  of  the  brigade  at  the  Devil's  Den,  in  a  desperate  efibrt  to  save 
Smith's  New  York  Battery,  and  with  your  colors  resting  against  one  of  the  guns 
you  made  it  the  rallying  point  and  saved  the  day.  It  was  the  extreme  left  of 
the  line,  and  here  it  was  that  the  rebel  General  Hood  found  the  Niuetj'-ninth 
obstructing  his  way  to  the  capture  of  Little  Round  Top,  the  key  to  the  battle- 
field of  Gettysburg.  And  when  they  came  out  from  behind  those  rocks  at  the 
Devil's  Den,  they  met  with  terrific  slaughter  from  the  rifles  held  by  the  men 
of  the  Ninety-ninth ;  and  right  here,  my  comrades,  you  men  of  the  Ninety -ninth, 
held  this  position  until  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  occupied  Little  Round  Top. 

The  right  of  the  line  was  then  giving  away,  the  rebels  had  forced  their  way 
through  the  gap  that  you  had  left  near  the  peach  orchard  when  you  were  ordered 
here.  Winslow's  Battery  was  without  support,  and  the  rebels  were  upon  the 
guns  when  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  gallantly  came  to  the 
rescue.  But  the  rebels  had  effected  a  break  upon  your  right,  and  under  the 
damaging  fire  this  position  became  untenable,  but  right  nobly  did  you  hold  it 
in  spite  of  all  odds,  and  not  until  ordered  by  General  Ward  to  fall  back  did  you 
give  way  for  the  regulars  under  General  Sykes. 

All  honor  to  the  gallant  Ninety-ninth.  Would  that  I  had  power  to  depict 
the  many  acts  of  individual  courage  and  heroism  that  made  it  possible  for  the 
achievement  of  the  great  results  that  I  have  imperfectly  related. 

The  morning  report  of  the  Ninety-ninth  Regiment  on  the  2d  of  July,  shows 
that  there  were  three  hundred  aud  thirty-nine  men  present,  including  twenty- 
one  officers,  of  which  there  were  about  three  hundred  in  line,  all  told.  Of  this 
number,  the  ofiicial  reports  show  one  officer  and  seventeen  men  killed  four 
officers  aud  seventy-seven  men  wounded  and  eleven  men  missing  in  action   or 
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a  total  of  one  hundred  and  ten.  This  report,  although  oiBcial,  Is  incorrect,  as 
a  full  and  searching  investigation  shows  that  twenty-seven  men  and  one  officer 
were  killed  and  ninety-two  wounded  and  missing,  or  a  total  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty. 

The  regiment,  upon  going  into  the  fight,  was  under  command  of  Major  John 
W.  Moore,  with  Captain  William.  J.  Uhler  acting  lieutenant-colonel  and  Cap- 
tain Peter  Fritz,  Jr. ,  acting  major.  During  the  progress  of  the  fight  on  the  2d  of 
July,  Major  Moore  and  Captain  Uhler  both  being  wounded,  the  command  tem- 
porarily devolved  upon  Captain  Fritz.  Major  Moore  resumed  command  the 
following  day.  Besides  the  officers  named,  Lieutenant  John  R.  Nice  of  Com- 
pany H  was  mortally  wounded  and  died  the  next  day.  Lieutenant  James 
Doyle,  Company  E,  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  but  escaped  to  our  lines  under 
cover  of  night.  The  other  officers  wounded  were  Lieutenant  D.  C.  Winebrenner 
of  Company  A  and  Lieutenant  William  W.  Bales  of  Company  K. 

Thipk  not,  my  comrades,  because  I  call  by  name  these  men  who  wore  the  in- 
signa  of  rank,  that  they  are  more  worthy  of  mention  than  the  other  men  who 
wore  the  chevron  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  or  the  plain  blouse  of  the 
private  soldier,  for  had  I  the  genius  I  would  rear  before  you  a  column  upon 
which  would  be  emblazoned  in  letters  of  living  fire  the  names  of  all  those  brave 
men  of  the  musket,  whose  indomitable  bravery  and  intrepid  heroism  made  it 
possible  for  the  starsof  the  general  to  shine,  and  in  the  laurel  wreath  that  justly 
crowns  the  names  of  Heintzelman,  and  Kearny,  and  Sickles,  and  Birney,  and 
Ward,  and  all  the  other  gallant  leaders  of  the  old  Third  Corps,  I  would  have 
you  read  the  names  of  all  those  immortal  heroes  who  wore  the  diamond,  and 
intertwined  with  the  names  of  Fritz,  and  Leidy,  and  Biles,  and  Moore,  and  Tom- 
linson,  I  would  weave  the  names  of  all  the  other  gallant  men  of  the  Ninety- 
ninth. 

Captain  W.  M.  Worrall,  Company  D  (chairman  of  the  Monument  Committee, 
and  who  is  present  with  us  to-day),  who  had  but  twenty-nine  men  in  the  en- 
gagement, left  thirteen  of  them  on  the  field  (nearly  one-half),  six  killed  and 
seven,  most  of  them  mortally,  wounded.  The  balance  were  never  able  to 
rejoin  their  company.  His  company  lost  the  heaviest  percentage,  being  in 
the  fiercest  part  of  the  struggle,  the  captain  making  a  narrow  escape,  fighting 
bravely  to  the  last. 

And  with  the  colors  of  the  Ninety-ninth,  I  would  have  you  see  in  the  name 
of  Harvey  Munsell  and  Amos  Casey,  the  gallant  color-sergeants,  the  name,  aye, 
the  face,  the  features,  of  all  that  gallant  band,  living  or  dead,  who,  during  those 
years  of  '61  to  '65,  walked  in  the  shadow  of  the  grand  old  banner.  Our  flag — 
yes,  our  flag,  we  fought  for  it,  our  comrades  died  for  it ;  it  is  our  flag;  it  is  our 
Nation's  flag;  it  represents  our  sovereignty.  It  is  the  symbol  of  our  Nation's 
life,  it  attracts  our  sympathies,  it  represents  our  joys  and  sorrows,  our  hopes 
and  fears.  It  is  the  rallying  point  of  sentiment  and  energy.  With  it  is  asso- 
ciated all  that  is  grand  and  ennobling,  and  all  the  heroic  deeds  by  land  and  sea 
that  adorn  the  pages  of  our  national  history.  In  lines  of  fire  upon  its  stripes 
and  from  out  the  shimmer  of  its  radiant  stars  stand  forth  the  names  of  all  those 
who  followed  it,  and  fought  for  it,  and  died  for  it.  It  is  our  flag,  born  with  the 
great  Republic,  and  destined  forever  to  float  o'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  tlie 
home  of  the  brave. 

As  I  watched,  a  few  moments  ago,  comrades,  the  drapery  that  veiled  this 
shaft  of  granite,  I  saw  that  the  cords  that  held  it  were  grasped  by  the  hands  of 
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one  who,  in  her  presence  here  to-day,  made  manifest  that  sterling  patriotism 
that  burns  in  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  the  Ninety-ninth.  With  their  history, 
as  I  have  before  said,  is  blended  the  life  and  death  of  the  gallant  Phil  Kearny, 
and  when  your  gallant  comrade,  Captain  Abram  Setley,  laid  aside  his  sword 
and  resumed  the  peaceful  life  of  the  civilian,  there  came  to  bless  his  home  a 
boy  and  a  girl,  the  boy  was  christened  Phil.  Kearny,  and,  like  his  great  name- 
sake, has  been  taken  to  the  other  shore.  The  girl  was  named  Chantilla,  in  com- 
memoration of  the  battle-field  upon  which  Kearny  gave  up  his  life,  and  to-day 
the  men  of  the  Ninety-ninth  share  with  Comrade  Setley  the  pride  of  having  this 
monument  which  speaks  of  the  deeds  of  the  gallant  Kearny  and  his  men,  un- 
veiled by  his  fair  daughter,  Miss  Chantilla  Setley,  and  to  know  that  in  the 
days  to  come,  when  we  are  gone,  and  pilgrim  patriots  come  to  this  shrine,  they 
will  recall  the  fact  in  honor  alike  to  the  men  of  the  Ninety -ninth  and  of  Amer- 
ican womanhood. 

I  have  spoken,  my  comrades,  of  our  living,  of  our  dead  and  of  our  wounded 
comrades  upon  the  field,  but  there  are  others,  alas,  we  cannot  name,  we  know 
not  what  was  their  fate.  Going  with  us  into  the  fight  in  all  the  strength  of 
their  manhood,  perhaps  seen  to  fall  and  that  is  all — missing  in  action — in  yon- 
der vast  city  of  the  dead,  among  the  thousands  of  brave  boys,  whose  blood  went 
to  enrich  these  fields,  are  the  graves  of  many  a  poor  fellow  whose  only  epitaph 
is  that  dread  word  "  unknown." 

"  Unknown  as  veiled  within  the  sheltering:  sod, 
i'et  dear  to  liberty  and  known  to  God." 

And  among  that  number,  my  comrades,  are  those  of  the  Ninety-ninth,  who, 
on  that  fateful  day,  did  and  dared  and  died  that  we  might  enjoy  the  priceless 
heritage  of  liberty.  And  of  those  I  call  to  mind  was  Corporal  James  Casey  of 
Company  K,  whose  twin  brother.  Sergeant  Amos  Casey,  now  stands  before  me 
holding  the  dear  old  flag  for  which  his  brother  died.  On  that  eventful  day,  as 
our  lines  fell  back,  Corporal  Casey  industriously  applied  himself  to  breaking 
the  guns  that  strewed  the  ground  to  prevent  them  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels.  He  found  one  that  was  loaded,  and  remarking  to  Major  Moore  that  he 
was  going  to  have  another  shot,  he  fired,  and  at  the  same  moment  was  himself 
struck.  Major  Moore  and  Sergeant  Graham  attempted  to  bring  him  from  the 
field,  but  he  bravely  told  them  to  lay  him  down  and  save  themselves,  and  never- 
more was  Corporal  Casey  heard  of.  It  was  a  death  wound.  He  was  a  brave 
lad,  and  the  ghouls  who  robbed  his  body  and  thus  prevented  his  identification 
knew  it,  for  upon  his  breast  he  wore  the  Kearny  Badge,  and  you,  men  of  the 
Ninety-ninth,  know  none  but  brave  men  wore  that. 

And  now,  my  comrades,  it  is  to  men  like  these  of  whom  I  have  spoken  and 
who  are  but  types  of  our  gallant  dead  that  we  dedicate  this  monument  to-day. 
To  many  of  us  never  again  will  be  vouchsafed  the  privilege  of  coming  within 
its  shadow,  but  let  us  take  from  here  all  the  noblest  aspirations  that  were 
wrapped  up  in  the  lives  of  our  dead  comrades;  let  us  for  the  remaining  years 
that  we  may  be  allowed  to  remain  here,  rededicate  our  lives  to  the  cause  for 
which  our  comrades  died.  Let  us  take  from  their  memories  the  most  earnest 
lessons  of  citizenship,  and  learn  to  regard  with  all  seriousness  the  duties  of  that 
citizenship  which  was  made  so  valuable  by  their  death,  and  to  guard  with  vigi- 
lance the  ark  of  our  liberties  brought  safely  through  the  floods  of  sufiferin". 
The  confirmation  of  the  Republic  was  the  object  of  their  efforts,  and  we  know 
that  the  Eepublic  can  be  maintained  only  on  the  eternal  pillars  of  public  intel- 
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ligence,  virtue  and  religion.  Let  us  be  warned,  lest  the  land  that  cost  us  so 
dearly  become  only  a  scene  where  intrigue  perpetually  triumphs  over  truth, 
where  justice  is  mocked,  and  where  passions  the  most  absurd  override  the  sa- 
cred interests  of  humanity. 

Keeping  in  view  these  things,  let  us  so  shape  our  lives  and  so  inculcate  the 
same  virtues  in  our  children  that  when  the  last  bugle  notes  shall  resound 
through  the  corridors  of  heaven  and  the  veterans  of  the  Ninety-ninth  are  called 
to  muster,  wo  can  proudly  answer  to  our  names  and  say  we  never  deserted  the 
cause. 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

102°  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  u,  1889 
ADDRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  S.  L.  FULLWOOD 

COMKADES  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania: — By  the  liberal 
action  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  we  have  been  brought  together 
upon  this  historic  ground  to  dedicate  this  beautiful  monument  as  in- 
dicating the  position  occupied  by  our  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg. It  is  fitting  in  our  dedicatory  proceedings  that  some  statement  should 
be  made  of  the  part  taken  by  the  regiment,  not  only  in  the  battle  but  in  the 
tactical  and  strategic  movements  preceding  and  associated  with  this  great 
pivotal  struggle  of  the  rebellion . 

On  the  13th  June,  1863,  the  Sixth  Corps  was  upon  the  south  side  of  the  river 
at  Fredericksburg,  confronting  the  command  of  A.  P.  Hill,  while  the  rest  of 
our  army  lay  along  the  Rappahannock  river  up  to  Rappahannock  Station. 
Early's  command  was  on  that  day  as  far  north  as  Front  Royal  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  with  Longstreet  at  Culpeper.  On  the  night  of 
June  13,  our  corps  moved  to  Dumfries,  and  on  the  17th  was  at  Fairfax;  24th 
at  Centerville;  on  the  24t.h  and  25th  the  army  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Edwards' 
Ferry,  concentrating  near  Frederick,  Maryland.  On  the  29tli  our  corps  was  at 
New  Windsor,  while  on  that  evening  Stuart's  Cavalry  was  at  Westminster, 
eight  or  nine  miles  east,  which  place  the  corps  reached  early  on  the  morning 
of  June  30.  Westminster  was  made  the  base  of  supplies  for  the  army,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  about  one  hundred  men  made  up  of  details  from  every  company  iu 
the  regiment,  under  Lieutenants  David  A.  Jones  and  Jacob  Drum  remained  in 
Westminster  as  a  guard  for  the  Sixth  Corps'  trains,  while  the  corps,  on  July  1, 
moved  eight  miles  north  to  Manchester,  Maryland,  forming  the  right  wing  of 
the  army.  About  9  o'clock  that  night  the  corps  was  ordered  to  hurry  forward 
to  Gettysburg,  where  the  army  was  being  concentrated,  our  regiment  return- 
ing to  Westminster  iu  charge  of  part  of  the  corps'  trains,  where,  upon  our  ar- 
rival that  night,  we  were  posted  on  picket,  and  as  a  support  to  a  Connecticut 
battery  on  the  west  of  the  town  where  we  remained  throughout  the  2d  and  3d. 
On  July  2,  about  4  p.  m.,  the  detachment  which  had  remained  at  Westmins- 
ter was  sent  forward  to  Gettysburg  in  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Lyon 
(who  had  been  up  to  that  time  acting  as  regimental  adjutant)  as  a  guard  for 
the  ammunition  train  of  about  forty  wagons  and  there  being  urgent  need  of  the 
ammunition  the  horses  were  kept  at  their  highest  speed  all  night,  reaching  Get- 
tysburg, a  distance  of  thirty -six  miles,  at  daybreak  of  the  3d. 
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Upon  reporting  to  General  Wheaton,  then  commanding  the  division,  the  de- 
tail was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  David  J.  Neviii,  commanding  brigade, 
who  assigned  it  to  the  Sixty-second  New  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton. 
It  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  Sixty-seoond  just  at  the  time  that  regiment  was 
being  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  was  marched  to  the  left  to  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  the  monument,  where  it  remained  on  skirmish  duty  throughout  the 
day,  being  under  fire  almost  continually  but  not  directly  engaged.  The  de- 
tachment shared  in  all  the  duties  performed  by  the  Sixty-second  New  York, 
remaining  in  line  of  battle  all  of  the  4th  of  July,  and  at  dawn  of  the  5th  the 
brigade  was  advanced  across  Plum  creek,  our  detachment  leading,  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy.  The  pursuit  was  continued  by  the  Sixth  Corps  to  Fairfield  Pass, 
where  the  enemy  was  about  to  be  attacked  when  another  course  was  deter- 
mined upon,  General  Sedgwick  recalled,  and  the  corps  headed  for  Frederick, 
the  regiment  rejoining  at  Middletown. 

While  this  stone  is  one  of  many  to  mark  the  general  line  of  battle,  yet  the 
long  list  of  engagements  inscribed  upon  it,  in  many  of  which  our  regiment  took 
a  more  active  part  than  here,  suggests  another  purpose.  To  the  passer-by  that 
list  is  but  the  names  of  twenty-nine  battles,  more  or  less  famed  in  the  history 
of  the  war,  but  as  we  read.  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill,  Salem  Heights,  Wilder- 
ness, Cold  Harbor,  Cedar  Creek,  we  remember  with  sadness,  and  yet  with  a 
soldierly  pride,  that  on  these  fields  Kenney,  Poland.  Mooney,  Large,  Patterson, 
Kirkbride,  Drum,  the  Mcllwains,  Coleman,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
others  of  our  comrades  laid  down  their  lives  to  save  the  Union. 

The  regiment  has  but  one  monument,  and  it  is  entirely  proper  that  it  should 
stand,  not  in  busy  city  square  or  pleasure  park,  nor  even  in  secluded  cemetery, 
but  where  the  gallant  men  it  honors  were  always  to  be  found,  upon  the  line  of 
battle.  Nearly  a  generation  has  passed  since  President  Lincoln  stood  on  this 
field  and  uttered  the  immortal  words  at  the  dedication  of  the  first  battle  monu- 
ment erected  here,  ' '  the  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say 
here;  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here." 
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ORATION  OF  CHAPLAIN  J.  C.  TRUESDALE 

COMRADES:— Twenty-six  years  ago  you  were  here,  and  did  well  your 
part  in  that  awful  conflict  that  for  three  days  raged  on  this  plain  and 
over  these  granite  hills. 

How  these  scenes  around  us  stir  the  biood  and  revive  the  memories 
of  other  days.  Here  is  the  peach  orchard,  and  there  is  the  wheat-field-  and 
there  is  the  Sherfy  House;  yonder  are  the  two  Round  Tops;  yonder  are  Gulp's 
and  Wolfs  hills,  and  Seminary  and  Cemetery  ridges.  All  along  these  hills  and 
ridges  more  than  txvo  hundred  guns  volleyed  and  thundered  in  the  most  ter 
rifio  cannonade  ever  heard  on  this  continent.     Yonder,  in  tlie  edge  of  the  woods 
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Reynolds,  "the  noblest  Roman  of  them  all,"  fell  while  bravely  seeking  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  until  our  forces  could  come  up;  yonder  Pickett  with  18,000 
men  made  his  famous  charge  on  the  center  of  our  line,  only  to  be  mowed  down 
as  grass  falls  before  the  reaper;  there  Longstreet  vainly  tried  again  and  again 
to  flank  us  and  capture  the  batteries  on  Round  Top;  over  all  this  ground  were 
the  dead  and  the  dying;  there  our  own  regiment,  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  July, 
lost  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  more  than  half  the  force  that  went  into 
the  iight.  Here,  too,  on  this  historic  ground,  only  five  months  after  the  storm 
of  battle  had  passed  away,  the  immortal  Lincoln  stood,  and  uttered  these  words, 
so  true,  so  fitting: 

We  have  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  the  war.  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion 
of  this  field  as  a  final  resting  place  for  those  who  gave  up  their  lives  that  the  Nation 
might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do  this;  but  in  a  larger 
sense  we  cannot  dedicate— we  cannot  consecrate— we  cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The 
brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our 
poor  power  to  add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we 
say  here,  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here . 

Twenty-four  years  have  passed  away  since  the  war  closed,  and  now,  after  so 
many  yeare,  we,  the  survivors  of  the  old  One  hundred  and  fifth,  have  gathered 
to-day  around  this  monument  to  dedicate  it  to  the  memory  of  our  dead  com- 
rades— not  only  those  who  fell  here — but  all  the  members  of  our  regiment  who 
died  in  battle,  or  from  wounds  or  sickness  during  the  war.  It  is  well  for  us, 
the  living,  to  plant  these  marble  shafts  all  over  this  battle-field.  They  talk 
to  us  of  our  soldier  dead ;  they  are  object  lessons — silent  teachers  of  our  country's 
history  and  institutions,  and  of  loyalty  to  liberty  and  law.  When  our  chil- 
dren and  our  children's  children  shall  come,  and  when  the  stranger  from  other 
lands  shall  come,  and  read  this  battle-record,  they  will  know  that  in  our  time 
there  were  men  who  had  such  love  for  their  country,  and  courage  of  their  con- 
victions, that  they  did  not  count  their  lives  dear  to  them  if  only  this  "  Govern- 
ment of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  might  not  perish  from  the 
earth. ' ' 

And  yet,  after  all,  how  much  more  and  better  have  these  dead  comrades  done 
for  themselves  than  we  can  possibly  do  for  them  ?  We  erect  and  dedicate  this 
monument  to  their  memory ,  but  they  have  made  for  themselves  a  monument 
more  lasting  than  brass,  more  enduring  than  these  rock-ribbed  hills  around  us 
here  to-day.  We  say  they  are  dead  !  They  died  at  Fair  Oaks;  or  along  the 
Ohickahominy;  or  at  Chancellors ville;  or  here  on  this  monumental  battle-field 
of  Gettysburg;  or  in  the  Wilderness;  or  at  Deep  Bottom;  or  somewhere  in  the 
hospital — yes  they  are  dead,  and  yet  they  live.  You  remember  the  song  we 
used  to  sing  down  in  Virginia  and  make  the  pine  woods  ring  with  the  echo 
of  it: 

"  John  Brown's  body  lies  a-mouldering  in  the  grave. 
But  his  soul  goes  marching  on." 

Yes.  and  this  grand  army  of  our  soldier  dead  is  alive  and  is  a  living  force  in 
the  world  of  to-day.  They  live  in  the  memories  and  in  the  hearts  of  their 
kindred'  they  live  in  the  memories  and  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  loyal  people  of 
this  land;  they  live  in  the  influence  of  their  example;  they  live  in  the  grand 
results  that  have  come  to  us  as  a  Nation  from  this  war.  Are  not  these  things 
so  ?  Have  the  father  and  'mother  forgotten  the  boy  that  went  out  from  their 
home  never  to  return  ?  Has  the  wife  forgotten  the  husband  of  her  youth  ? 
Have  the  children  forgotten  their  father  who  died  in  the  war  ? 


538  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

We  remember  those  sad  years,  when  God  was  purifying  this  Nation  in  tlie 
furnace  heat  of  his  judgments. 

"  The  air  was  full  of  farewells  to  the  dying- 

And  mournings  for  the  dead  ; 
The  heart  of  Rachel,  for  her  children  crying. 
Would  not  be  comforted." 

The  passing  years  have  moderated  this  grief  somewhat,  and  yet  there  is,  and 
ever  will  be,  while  life  and  memory  last,  the  longing 

"  For  the  touch  of  a  vanished  band 
And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still." 

Have  the  loyal  people  of  this  land  forgotten  their  soldiers  ?  Let  Decoration 
Day  answer;  let  the  millions  our  Government  is  paying  out  in  pensions  an- 
swer; let  the  soldiers'  homes  in  all  these  Northern  States  answer;  the  people  of 
this  land  will  never  forget  the  men  who  fought  their  battles  and  saved  the 
Nation's  life. 

They  live  too  in  their  influence.  Shakespeare  says:  "  The  evil  that  men  do 
lives  after  them,  the  good  is  oftinterred  with  their  bones."  No,  the  good  lives 
too  and  helps  to  make  the  world  wiser  and  better. 

"  Good  deeds— noble  deeds— through  the  ages, 
Living  in  historic  pages, 
Brighter  glow  and  gleam  immortal 
Unconsumed  by  moth  or  rust." 

Largely,  human  society  is  what  it  is  to-day  through  the  influence  that  has 
come  down  to  it  through  the  past — from  the  past.  We  are  scholars  of  the  past — 
the  teachers  of  the  future.  A  man  dies  but  his  influence  does  not  die;  a  whole 
generation  dies  but  its  influence  remains  to  bless  or  curse  the  living  genera- 
tion. Martin  Luther  died  four  hundred  years  ago,  but  the  reformation  inaug- 
urated has  come  down  to  us  through  all  these  centuries  and  is  a  living  power 
in  the  world  to-day.  John  Calvin  is  dead,  but  his  vindication  of  God's  free 
sovereign  grace  will  never  die.  Knox  and  Chalmers  and  Guthrie  are  dead,  but 
Scotland  to-day  has  her  Christian  people,  her  Christian  Sabbath,  her  bible  in 
every  house,  her  school  in  every  parish.  You  look  on  these  things,  and  you 
say  these  men  are  not  dead — they  live  in  their  influence.  John  Bunyan  is 
dead,  but  the  spirit  of  the  immortal  tinker  walks  the  earth  to-day,  in  that 
wonderful  book,  "the  Pilgrim's  Progress."  Richard  Baxter  is  dead,  but  how 
many  pious  souls  have  been  comforted  by  his  "  Saints  EverlastiligRest-  "  how- 
many  unsaved  ones  by  his  "  Call  to  the  Unconverted."  Robert  Eaikes is  dead 
but  he  lives  to-day  in  the  Sabbath  schools  of  the  world.  Elliot  and  Gary  and 
Judson  and  Morrison  and  Martyn  are  dead,  but  the  missionary  cause  is  march- 
ing triumphantly,  grandly  onward  to  take  the  heathen  for  its  inheritance  and 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  its  possession.  Washington  and  Jefi'erson 
and  Lincoln  and  Grant  are  dead,  and  yet  they  live.  These  soldier  dead  of 
ours— half  a  million  of  them— buried  in  the  national  cemetery,  buried  in  the 
quiet  churchyard  at  home,  buried  in  the  pine  woods  of  the  South,  in  unknown 
graves,  yes, 

"  There  are  little  mounds  on  southern  soil, 
"Whose  graves  they  are,  God  only  knows," 

They  are  shelter  to  those  who  in  life's  toll, 
Met  death  as  brave  men  meet  their  foes." 
They  are  dead,  and  yet  they  live.     In  the  homes  and  communities  from 
which  they  went  out  to  die,  and  in  all  our  land  to-day  they  live.     And  th 
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iive  too  in  the  grand  results  of  the  war — the  Nation  saved:  the  Union  pre- 
served; not  one  State  gone  out;  not  one  star  blotted  Irom  the  old  flag;  slavery 
•destroyed;  other  nations  inspired  with  a  respect  for  us  and  a  confidence  in  our 
future  such  as  they  never  had  before;  the  liberation  of  the  spirit  of  progress ; 
the  Union  not  only  preserved,  but  stronger  than  ever;  the  Nation  no  longer 
half  free  and  half  slave,  but  free,  truly  free  and  untrammelled,  to  take  its 
place  and  accomplish  its  mission  among  the  nations.  These  are  some  of  the 
results.  In  blood  and  treasure,  in  suffering  and  tears,  we  paid  a  goodly  price 
for  these  things,  but  are  they  not  worth  the  price? 

This  four  years'  fratricidal  war .  was  a  dreadlul  thing,  but  for  this  Nation 
there  was  something  worse  than  this  war.  The  dissolution  of  the  Union  was 
worse;  slavery  was  worse;  and  so,  when  the  gage  of  battle  was  thrown  down 
by  those  who  were  determined  to  have  a  goverument  with  slavery  for  its  cor- 
ner-stone, we  said  rather  than  these  things,  let  us  have 

"  War,  dreadful  war  ! 

War  on  a  hundred  battle-fields ; 

War  by  land  and  by  sea."' 

We  are  sometimes  charged  with  "  waving  the  bloody  shirt  "  when  we  talk 
about  the  war.  Well,  if  stating  the  cause  of  the  war — what  it  meant,  what  it 
was  fought  for,  what  it  has  accomplished — if  that  be  "waving  the  bloody 
shirt,"  then,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Union  soldiers  living  and  dead,  I  say  "let 
it  wave." 

As  to  this  regiment  of  ours,  it  needs  no  eulogy  of  mine;  its  eulogy  is  in  the 
history  of  what  it  has  done.  It  takes  no  back-seat  in  the  history  of  the  war. 
In  point  of  time,  it  was  four  years  making  up  its  battle  record.  In  point  of 
<listance,  it  was  from  Williamsburg  clear  through  to  Sailor's  creek.  To  give 
the  history  of  its  battles  would  be  substantially  to  give  the  hi.story  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  In  drill,  on  the  march,  in  battle,  in  all  soldierly  qualities, 
this  regiment  had  no  superior,  and  repeatedly  drew  words  of  praise  from  such 
generals  as  Kearny,  Jameson,  Graham  and  Birney.  It  was  mnstered  in  in 
1861,  one  thousand  strong;  it  was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  with  about  one 
Iiundred  and  fifty  of  its  original  members  in  it.  Its  depleted  ranks  were  filled 
np  twice;  the  last  time,  just  as  the  war  was  closing.  What  gave  this  regiment 
its  fine  reputation  ?  First,  it  was  made  up  of  good  material — a  sprinkling  of 
•Germans  as  you  will  see  by  their  names  (and  they  made  good  soldiers),  but 
largely,  our  regiment  was  Scotch-Irish.  Look  at  the  names:  McKnight, 
€raig.  Duff,  Kedic,  Miller,  Hamilton,  McKellip,  McKown,  Galbraith,  McGiifin, 
McGeary,  Kelso,  Millen,  Kennedy,  Campbell,  etc.,  to  the  end  of  the  company 
rolls.  They  came  of  fighting  stock;  not  so  good  on  a  dash,  perhaps,  but  just 
the  men  for  holding  on  and  pounding  away  if  it  should  take  all  summer.  The 
hardest  and  most  stubborn  fighting  of  the  war  was  when  the  Scotch-Irish  regi- 
ments. North  and  South,  were  pitted  against  each  other. 

Then  they  were  intelligent.  They  knew  what  the  war  was  about,  and  they 
went,  not  for  money  or  glory,  but  from  a  sense  of  duty.  But  this  regiment, 
from  the  first  clear  through,  had  good  leaders.  Colonel  McKnight  was  deter- 
mined to  make  his  regiment  one  of  the  best,  and  spared  no  pains  to  reach  that 
point.  Day  by  day,  week  after  week,  he  drilled  the  men,  he  instructed  the 
ofiScers,  until  they  got  mad  and  swore  like  the  troops  in  Flanders;  but  the 
colonel  was  right,  and  they  found  it  so  after  a  while.  And  then  was  there  ever 
.a  better  officer  than  Colonel  Craig?    So  cool,  so  brave,  and  yet  so  kind-hearted. 
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He  was  stern  to  demand  of  his  men  the  discharge  of  all  duty,  and  yet  he  could 
sympathize  with  them  in  any  trouble.  I  make  special  mention  of  these  two- 
men  because  they  had  command  of  the  regiment  longer  than  any  others.  But 
they  had  worthy  successors,  and  their  equals  in  all  soldierly  qualities,  in 
Grreenawalt  and  Duff  and  Conser  and  Eedic  and  Miller. 

When  we  look  at  the  make-up  of  this  regiment,  in  its  officers  and  men,  we 
can  understand  how  it  came  to  have  such  an  enviable  record  all  through  the 
war. 

And  now,  comrades,  a  word  in  conclusion.  A  quarter  of  a  century  has- 
passed  away  since  the  war.  Then  we  were  in  our  prime;  now  we  are  growing 
old.  The  hard  tack  would  be  harder  for  us  now.  That  tender,  juicy.  Govern- 
ment beef,  fattened  (?)  on  pine  leaves,  wild  garlic  and  past  recollections,  would 
be  a  little  too  much  for  us  now.  Our  eyes  need  glasses  now.  You  could  not 
go  in  with  a  rush  and  make  the  speed  in  a  charge  you  could  then;  nor  could 
you  make  as  good  time  getting  out  of  the  way  if  the  other  fellows  were  makings 
the  charge.  Yes,  we  are  growing  old.  With  the  youngest  of  us  life  is  at  its 
noon;  but  many  of  us  stand  where  the  shadows  are  lengthening;  some  of  us  are 
near  sunset.  We  ought  to  be  sober,  earnest,  thoughtful  men.  We  have  lived 
in  the  times  and  amid  events  that  should  make  us  so.  It  is  natural  we  should 
look  back  and  talk  about  the  war  and  its  results,  but  our  faces  must  be  turned, 
not  backward,  but  forward.  No  party,  no  people,  can  afford  to  be  content  with 
past  achievements.  Eather  these  should  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  greater 
achievements  in  the  future. 

"  New  occasions  teach  new  duties." 

And  when  these  new  occasions  come  let  us  be  as  prompt  to  respond  to  thfr 
call  of  duty  as  ever  we  were  in  the  past. 

I  close  with  a  sentiment  which  I  feel  sure  you  will  all  most  heartily  endorser 

"No  north,  no  south,  no  alien  name- 
Firm  for  one  cause,  one  flag  we  stand : 
Hearts  melted  into  sacred  flame 
For  God  and  home  and  native  land." 
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ORATION  OF  BREVET-BRIGADIER-GENERAL  JAMES  C.   LYNCH 

COMRADES:— The  first  member  of  the  One  hundred  and  si.xth  Eegiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  on  August  8,  1861,  and  the  last  survivor  was  honorably  mustered 
out  on  June  30,  1865.  During  this  period  1,020  olHcers  and  men  were- 
borne  on  its  rolls  and  fought  in  twenty-eight  engagements,  losing  one  hundred 
and  ninety-four  by  death  and  having  three  Imndred  and  ninety-seven  wounded 
in  action.  Through  this  long  and  desperate  struggle  to  preserve  the  Union  of 
the  States  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  was  always  ready  to  answer  the  call  of 
duty,  and  whether  facing  death  by  disease  before  Yorktown,  or  among  llie 
swamps  of  the  Chickahomiriy;  toiling  its  wearisome  way  through  the  dust  and 
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heat  of  a  long  summer  day's  march;  freezing  on  the  picket  line  knee-deep  in  a 
■winter  night's  snow  drift,  or  presenting  an  adamantine  line  in  the  front  of 
battle — wherever  and  whenever  the  regiment  or  any  detachment  of  it  was  di- 
riioted  to  go  it  went  and  stayed  until  ordered  by  superior  authority  to  leave. 
What  regiment  in  the  service  can  say  more?  From  Ball's  Bluff  to  Appomattox 
the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  preserved  its  honor  unstained — its 
escutcheon  untarnished — never  defeated — though  sometimes  unsuccessful,  still 
holding  its  place  in  the  line  of  battle  until  that  fateful  day  of  the  22d  of  June, 
1864,  when,  assailed  in  front,  flank  and  rear,  it  destroyed  its  colors  to  prevent 
their  capture  and  died  on  the  field.  Much  of  this  "esprit  de  corps"  was  due 
to  its  first  commander.  Colonel  Turner  G.  Moorhead,  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican 
war,  whose  soldierly  qualities  and  steadfast  bearing  left  their  impress  on  the 
regiment. 

Company  "A"  served  as  company  "S"  of  the  First  California  Regiment 
until  the  rest  of  the  "Blazers"  reached  Poolesville  when  it  took  its  proper 
place  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth.  During  its  service  with  the 
California  Eegiment,  Company  A  participated  in  the  affair  at  Dranesville.  The 
whole  regiment  was  at  Ball's  Bluff,  Charlestown,  Yorktown,  West  Point,  was 
heavily  and  successfully  engaged  at  Fair  Oaks — and  in  front  of  Richmond  fur- 
nished details  for  picket  which  had  several  sharp  skirmishes.  The  morning  of 
June  29,  1862,  found  it  under  fire  at  Peach  Orchard,  but  its  first  great  and 
glorious  service  was  at  Savage  Station  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  when, 
with  the  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania  on  the  right  and  the  First  Minnesota  on 
its  left,  it  held  the  the  center  firmly  and  without  wavering — standing  without 
protection  in  the  open  field  facing  the  woods  through  which  the  enemy  poured 
its  legions — the  ' '  Blazers ' '  with  the  "  Fire  Zouaves ' '  and  the  wood -choppers 
from  Minnesota  presented  a  veritable  stone  wall  to  the  advancing  foe.  Four 
several  times  did  Anderson  hurl  his  troops  upon  us  including  that  boastful 
brigade  from  South  Carolina,  which  imagined  that  one  South  Carolinian  could 
whip  five  Yankees— but  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  met  their  fierce  attacks 
with  a  coolness  and  intrepidity  that  were  unconquerable.  Each  discharge  of  a 
musket  sent  three  buckshot  and  a  bullet  on  their  errand  of  death,  and  the 
orders  of  the  of&cers  to  fire  low  were  so  faithfully  obeyed  that  the  dead  and 
wounded  were  literally  piled  in  rows  in  front  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth. 
Not  even  on  this  dreadful  field,  or  in  the  "  Bloody  Angle  "  at  Spotsylvania, 
were  the  dead  and  wounded  laid  so  close  as  at  Savage  Station,  and  yet  it  was 
many  years  after  the  war  was  closed  before  meager  credit  was  awarded  to  the 
troops  who  so  nobly  held  that  pass;  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  never  had  any 
newspaper  correspondent  to  magnify  its  skirmishes  into  battles,  and  even  the 
official  reports  of  its  ofiicers  were  so  modestly  drawn  and  briefly  composed  that 
some  of  its  most  important  services  are  not  recorded  among  the  archives  of  the 
Nation,  and  future  historians  will  refuse  to  mention  them  as  unverified.  The 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  to  act  in  conj  unction  with  our  regimental 
committee  in  erecting  the  monument  we  dedicate  to-day  refused  to  accept 
the  testimony  of  some  of  the  actors  in  the  fray,  and  declined  to  place  on  the 
monument  inscriptions  crediting  detachments  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth 
with  participating  in  two  of  the  most  important  episodes  of  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg.  They  say  that  Company  B  did  not  attack  the  Bliss  House,  giving 
as  a  reason  that  the  official  reports  of  the  brigade  and  regimental  commanders 
are  silent  on  that  subject.     That  Captain  Ford  and  Lieutenant  Irwin  and  the 
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picket  detail  from  companies  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I  and  K  did  not  participate  in 
tiie  repulse  of  Pickett's  charge,  because  the  regimental  commander  did  not  say 
so  in  his  official  report — ignoring  the  fact  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Curry  was 
on  Cemetery  Hill  with  the  main  body  of  the  regiment  and  that  the  detachment 
was  acting  under  direct  orders  of  General  Webb,  the  brigade  commander,  whO' 
did  mention  its  services  in  his  official  reports.  But  we  know  that  Lieutenant 
Smith  of  Company  B,  Ooe  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania,  and  four  enlisted 
men  were  killed  and  seven  men  were  wounded  in  the  attack  on  the  Bliss 
House,  and  that  Captain  Ford  and  Lieutenant  Irwin  were  wounded  and  over 
one-half  of  the  men  of  their  detail  were  killed  and  wounded  in  repulsing  the 
charge  of  Pickett  on  July  3,  1863.  Their  blood  sank  into  the  soil  of  yonder 
field  and  moistened  the  earth  and  .stained  the  stones  on  this  consecrated  spot, 
and  to-day  rises  up  in  mute  witness  of  the  valor  of  those  from  whose  veins  it 
was  drawn  and  of  their  presence  and  services  here. 

After  nightfall  on  June  29,  1862,  the  regiment  was  withdrawn  from  the 
field  of  the  glorious  victory  of  Savage  Station,  and  moved  across  White  Oak 
.swamp  to  Glendale  or  Frayser's  farm  where,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  it 
reaped  fresh  laurels  on  that  field,  so  disastrous  to  the  reputation  of  the  Penn- 
.sylvania  Reserves,  so  honorable  to  that  of  the  Philadelphia  Brigade,  each  regi- 
ment of  which  moved  steadily  forward  through  the  mass  of  fugitives  and  oc- 
cupied the  position  assigned  it — and  held  it  against  a  victorious  foe  until  or- 
dered, during  the  night,  to  take  the  route  to  Malvern  Hill,  where,  on  July  1,  the 
One  hundred  and  sixth  cheerfully  and  well  performed  the  part  assigned  to  it. 

After  a  period  of  inaction  at  Harrison's  Landing,  it  marched  down  the 
Peninsula  to  Newport  News  and  took  steamer  to  Alexandria,  where,  after  dis- 
embarking, it  made  one  of  the  most  severe  marches  of  the  war  and  with  Sedg- 
wick's Division  arrived  on  the  field  of  the  Second  Bull  Run  in  time  to  take 
the  place  of  McDowell's  routed  corps  and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  other 
dispositions  could  be  made  to  meet  liim  and  save  Pope's  army  from  further 
disaster. 

Again  at  Antietam,  when  near  the  Dunker  Church,  the  Philadelphia  Brigade 
attacked  in  flank  and  rear  by  an  overwhelming  force,  the  One  hundred  and 
sixth  maintained  its  reputation  for  coolness  and  obedience,  and  when  ordered 
to  leave  the  field  it  marched  off  backward  with  its  face  to  the  foe — sullenly  re- 
tiring to  new  vantage  ground,  where  it  formed  a  line  on  which  other  troops 
were  rallied.  Well  may  the  survivors  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  be  proud 
of  its  conduct  on  that  fateful  field . 

Again  at  Fredericksburg  did  the  One  hundred  and  sixth,  and  all  of  the 
Philadelphia  Brigade,  give  renewed  proof  of  its  devotion  to  duty  and  that  it 
(lid  not  know  when  it  was  whipped.  Advanced  to  a  position  within  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards  of  JIarye's  Heights  it  remained  there  all  the  afternoon 
sufi'ering  fearful  loss  and  until  H  o'clock  at  night  when  General  Howard  came 
and  told  the  men  that  he  .supposed  they  had  run  away  long  before.  It  was 
your  conduct  there  which  gave  him  so  much  coufidence  in  you  at  Gettysburg. 

The  One  hundred  and  sixth  passed  with  undiminished  credit  through  the 
disastrous  battle  of  Chancellorsville  which  led  to  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania 
by  the  army  of  General  Lee,  closely  followed  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
first  under  Gene-al  Hooker  and  then  (after  June  28)  under  General  Meade. 

Toilsome  marches,  enlivened  only  by  a  few  skirmishes,  brought  the  One  hun- 
dred and  sixth   Pennsylvania  and   the  Pliiladelphia  Brigade   lo  Gettysburg 
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and  when  it  was  formed  on  this  hallowed  spotio  do  battle  on  Pennsylvania 
soil,  foi-  human  rights  and  a  nation's  unity,  it  could  proudly  boast  that  it  bad 
never  been  beaten  in  action  and  brought  with  it  a  self-confidence  which  was  a 
guerdon  to  its  commanders,  that  the  Philadelphia  Brigade  might  die  here  but 
could  not  be  driven  by  an  assault  on  its  front  from  the  position  given  it  to  de- 
feud. 

I  am  requested  by  the  Commission  to  speak  only  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
One  hundred  and  sixth  Regiment  in  this  battle,  and  therefore  shall  have  noth- 
ing to  say  regarding  the  stubborn  fighting  of  the  First  Corps  on  July  1,  1863, 
which  gained  for  it  such  a  well-deserved  reputation. 

The  booming  of  the  first  gun  on  Eeynolds'  front  found  the  One  hundred  and 
sixth  at  Taneytown,  thirteen  miles  away.  Soon  came  the  news  of  the  death  of 
that  gallant  son  of  Pennsylvania  and  that  our  own  glorious  Hancock,  the 
prince  of  soldiers,  was  hurrying  to  the  front,  leaving  his  corps  to  follow  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  That  night  the  Philadelphia  Brigade  bivouacked  on  the 
slope  of  Little  Round  Top,  and  by  a  calm  and  peaceful  sleep  refreshed  itself 
for  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  next  two  days  in  which  it  was  destined  to  bear 
such  an  Important  part. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  July  3,  the  Philadelphia  Brigade  was  marched  some 
distance  north  on  the  Taneytown  road  and  formed  to  the  right  of  that  road 
facing  east  towards  Calp's  Hill,  it  being  at  that  time  General  Meade's  idea 
that  Lee  would  attempt  to  turn  his  right  flank  and  that  the  Second  Corps 
should  be  sent  to  occupy  Wolf's  Hill. 

Between  6  and  7  o'clock  in  the  morning.  General  Meade  having  ascertained 
that  the  country  beyond  Rock  creek  was  not  favorable  for  manoeuvering, 
ordered  the  Second  Corps  to  face  to  the  rear  and  move  on  to  the  ridge  facing 
west,  forming  with  Hays'  Third  Division  on  the  right.  Gibbon's  Second  Divi- 
sion in  the  center  and  Caldwell's  First  Division  extending  the  line  towards  the 
Round  Tops  on  the  left.  The  Philadelphia  Brigade  was  formed  on  this  ground 
in  position  to  defend  that  clump  of  trees  which  was  destined  to  attain  such 
prominence  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  as  to  be  called  the  "High  Water  Mark 
of  the  Rebellion." 

The  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  was  in  line  of  battle  behind  yonder  fence,  a 
position  which  it  held  with  stubborn  gallantry  during  the  whole  of  the  battle 
of  the  2d  and  3d  of  July. 

The  Seventy-first,  Seventy-second  and  One  hundred  and  sixth  were  held  in 
reserve  behind  this  crest  ready  to  be  moved  where  they  should  be  most  needed. 

At  the  time  this  formation  was  eflfected  companies  A  and  B  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  sixth  Pennsylvania,  under  command  of  Captains  John  J.  Sperry  and 
James  C.  Lynch,  and  companies  A  and  I  of  the  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania, 
under  Captains  Cook  and  Snplee,  were  thrown  to  the  front  beyond  the  Emmits- 
burg  road  to  act  as  skirmishers  and  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy;  and 
shortly  afterwards  company  B  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  was,  by  personal 
direction  of  General  Meade,  entrusted  with  the  important  duty  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  Seminary  Ridge.  The  skirmish  line  of  the 
enemy  was  strongly  posted  in  a  sunken  road  and  barred  the  passage  to  the 
ridge,  but  the  men  of  Company  B  obeyed  the  orders  of  their  officers  with  such 
cheerful  alacrity  and  displayed  so  much  dash  and  elan  in  the  advance  that  the 
opposing  skirmish  line  was  dislodged,  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  was  disclosed, 
and  having  accomplished  what  was  desired  and  shown  the  commanding  gen- 
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eral  what  he  was  most  anxious  to  know, the  company  coolly  retired  to  the  posi- 
tion, as  reserve  to  the  skirmish  line,  Irom  which  it  started;  and,  strange  to  re- 
late, did  not  lose  a  man  either  in  advancing  or  retiring. 

In  order  to  understand  the  importance  of  the  movements  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  sixth  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d,  it  will  be  necessary  to  briefly  refer 
to  the  fighting  of  that  day  on  the  left. 

General  Lee's  plan  of  attack  was  to  move  forward  his  right  brigade  to  assail 
General  Meade's  left  flank  and  each  of  his  brigades  was  to  follow  the  move- 
ment of  the  brigade  on  its  right,  moving  in  echelon  ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this 
plan  the  whole  of  Hood's  and  McLaws'  Divisions  and  Wright's  Brigade  of 
Anderson's  Division  had  in  turn  advanced  and  become  heavily  engaged. 
Wright's  Georgians  performed  their  duty  well,  crossing  the  Emmitsbnrg  road 
charging  almost  to  the  lines  held  by  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  and  captm-- 
ing  three  guns  of  Brown's  Battery  which  had  been  advanced  to  a  rocky  knoll 
to  the  left  and  front  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania. 

At  this  juncture  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  was  moved  for- 
ward from  behind  the  crest  and  ordered  to  attack  the  exposed  left  flank  of 
Wright's  Brigade.  Promptly  and  well  was  the  movement  executed — a  few 
well-directed  volleys  served  to  check  Wright's  advance — when  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Curry  ordered  bayonets  fixed  and  a  charge  to  be  made  which  sent  the 
enemy  in  full  retreat.  The  One  hundred  and  sixth  pursued  them  to  the  Em- 
mitsbnrg road,  capturing  Colonel  Gibson  of  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  ofBcers  and  men,  all  of  whom  surrendered  to  the  One  hun- 
dred and  sixth  Pennsylvania  and  were  taken  charge  of  by  Captain  Ford  and 
Company  I  and  sent  to  the  rear;  the  three  guns  of  Brown's  Battery  were  also 
recaptured  and  sent  to  the  rear.  There  being  no  connecting  troops  on  the  left 
of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  and  none  on  the  right  except  a  small  detachment 
of  the  Eighty-second  New  York — Colonel  Cuny  halted  the  regiment — deployed 
skirmishers  to  the  front  under  Captain  Ford,  and  on  reporting  the  situation,  and 
applying  to  General  Webb  for  orders,  he  was  directed  to  withdraw  the  regi- 
ment, which  he  proceeded  to  do,  leaving  Captain  Ford  and  Lieutenant  Irwin 
and  a  detail  of  fifty  men  ou  the  skirmish  line.  Ten  minutes  later  came  a  cry 
for  help  from  General  Howard  whose  Eleventh  Corps  was  hard  pressed  and 
whose  infantry  had  given  way  leaving  the  gunners  to  engage  in  a  hand-to-hand 
fight  with  rammers  and  hand-spikes  against  the  infantry  of  Ewell.  The  One 
hundred  and  sixth  arrived  just  in  the  nick  of  time  and  was  placed  in  position 
by  General  Howard  himself  who  rode  along  the  line  speaking  to  the  men  and 
expressing  his  confidence  in  them  and  that  he  now  considered  his  position  se- 
cure. Turning  to  his  chief  of  artillery  he  said  "Major,  your  batteries  can  be 
withdrawn  when  that  regiment  runs  away."  He  had  seen  the  One  hundred 
and  sixth  at  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg  and  knew  its  steadfast  quality. 
What  more  flattering  encomium  could  he  have  bestowed  ? 

The  main  body  of  the  regiment  remained  with  the  Eleventh  Corps  until  the 
morning  of  July  5,  when  it  rejoined  the  brigade. 

But  while  eight  companies  of  the  regiment  were  rendering  such  valuable 
service  in  checking  Wright's  charge  the  other  two  companies  were  performing 
one  equally  as  important  in  preventing  the  advance  of  Posey's  Brigade  which 
according  to  General  Lee's  order,  should  have  moved  forward  immediately  after 
Wright's,  and  whose  charge  in  pursuance  of  Lee's  plan  would  have  taken  the 
One  hundred  and  sixth  in  flank  and  prevented  the  capture  of  the  Fortv-e'o-hth 
Georgia.  " 
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I  have  said  that  Company  A  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  was  deployed  as 
skirmishers  with  Company  B  in  support. 

The  right  of  Company  A  connected  with  the  skirmish  line  of  the  Third 
Division  Second  Corps  consisting  of  the  First  Delaware,  the  greater  part  of 
which  occupied  the  Bliss  house  and  harn  which  were  on  the  line  of  Posey's 
advance.  As  Posey  came  forward  he  drove  out  the  First  Delaware  which  re- 
tired except  one  company  commanded  by  Captain  Sparks,  who  gallantly  held 
his  ground  to  the  left  of  the  Bliss  house  and  fought  with  the  skirmishers  of 
the  Philadelphia  Brigade.  But  the  lire  from  the  Bliss  house  and  barn  when 
occupied  by  Posey's  Mississippians  became  very  destructive  to  Company  A  of 
the  One  hundred  and  sixth,  and  Lieutenants  Swai'tz  and  Casej',  being  both 
wounded,  the  company  began  to  give  way.  At  this  juncture  Company  B  of 
the  One  hundred  and  sixth  was  ordered  to  charge  and  take  the  Bliss  house. 
The  attempt  was  gallantly  made  and  was  at  first  unsuccessful,  but  General 
Hays  sent  out  four  companies  of  the  Twelfth  New  Jersey  under  Captain  Jobes 
who  joined  Company  B  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  in  another  charge  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  Bliss  house  and  barn  and  over  one  hundred 
prisoners.  The  result  of  this  comparatively  small  affair  was  that  Posey's 
Brigade  made  no  further  advance  and  therefore  Mahone's  Brigade  on  its  left 
did  not  move,  and  the  attack  as  planned  by  General  Lee  was  virtually  sus- 
ipended.  What  might  have  been  the  result  if  the  movement  in  echelon  had 
been  kept  up,  God  only  can  tell.  One  thing  is  certain,  Carroll's  Brigade  of 
the  Third  Division  and  the  Seventy-first  and  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania of  the  Philadelphia  Brigade  could  not  have  been  spared  to  rescue 
Howard. 

Some  doubt  having  been  expressed  about  the  part  taken  by  Company  B  of 
the  One  hundred  and  sixth  in  the  assault  on  the  Bliss  buildings,  I  here  state 
that  the  matter  was  fully  investigated  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the 
Twelfth  New  Jersey  monument,  and  that  Company  B  was  given  full  credit  by 
Captain  Jobes'  command  for  its  participation  with  them  in  the  charge,  and 
Major  William  E.  Potter,  the  orator  of  the  day,  made  a  feeling  and  compliment- 
ary allusion  to  it. 

On  the  morning  of  July  3,  1863,  the  main  body  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth 
Pennsylvania  was  on  Cemetery  Hill  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Curry,  but  Cap- 
tain Ford  and  his  detail  of  fifty  men  remained  on  picket  in  front  of  the  Phila. 
delphia  Brigade  and  companies  A  and  B  were  iri  reserve  to  the  rear  of  this  crest, 
making  altogether  two-fifths  of  the  regiment  which  participated  in  the  repulse 
of  Pickett's  charge. 

The  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  still  occupied  its  position  of  the  day  before, 
but,  as  its  ranks  had  been  depleted  by  killed  and  wounded  and  by  a  detail  for 
picket,  two  companies  from  the  left  of  the  Seventy-first  were  brought  forward 
and  placed  on  the  right  of  the  Sixty-ninth.  The  Seventy-first  Pennsylvania 
(except  said  two  companies)  was  placed  behind  yonder  stone  wall,  forming  a 
connection  with  the  left  of  the  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 

The  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania  was  kept  in  reserve  to  the  rear  of  the  crest. 

During  the  morning  the  picket  detail  of  the  Sixty-ninth  made  a  most  gallant 
charge  driving  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  regaining  the  position  oc- 
cupied by  the  brigade  skirmish  line  on  the  preceding  day.  About  1  o'clock 
Genei'al  Lee  opened  one  hundred  and  thirty -eight  guns  upon  the  position  oc- 
cupied by  the  Philadelphia  Brigade  and  an  hour  or  more  later  advanced  a  fotce 
35 
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of  infantry  which  is  conceded  by  Colonel  Long,  military  secretary  to  General 
Lee,  in  his  life  of  that  commander,  to  have  numbered  15,000  men,  the  com- 
mand of  which  was  entrusted  to  Major-General  George  E.  Pickett,  an  officer  of 
high  reputation — trusted  by  his  officers  and  idolized  by  his  soldiers. 

When  formed  for  the  charge,  the  front  of  the  attacking  lines  was  over  a  mile 
long,  the  center  being  held  by  Pickett's  splendid  division,  supported  on  the 
flanks  and  rear  by  Peilder's,  Pettigrew's  and  three  brigades  of  Anderson's  Di- 
visions. The  objective  point  of  attack  was  that  historic  clump  of  trees  which, 
as  seen  from  the  C!onfederate  lines,  rose  prominently  from  the  rear  of  the  posi- 
tion held  by  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  as  the  rebel  lines 
came  forward  they  seemed  to  shorten  and  converge  towards  the  center  until, 
after  passing  the  Emmitsbnrg  road,  they  formed  a  mass  covering  a  front  no 
greater  than  that  of  the  Philadelphia  Brigade.  Each  gray-coated  veteran 
seemed  bent  on  reaching  that  clump  of  trees  as  though  to  pluck  therefrom  a 
leaf  as  an  evidence  to  his  commander  that  his  orders  had  been  obeyed. 

It  is  folly  to  contend  that  any  one  regiment  or  brigade  is  entitled  to  the  sole 
credit  of  repulsing  this  determined  effort  made  by  fifteen  thousand  gallant  vet- 
eran soldiers,  flushed  with  the  victories  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville 
and  of  the  previous  two  days,  and  having  confidence  in  themselves  and  faith 
in  their  leaders. 

The  infantry  engaged  on  the  Union  side  consisted  of  seven  brigades,  of  which 
five  had  already  suffered  heavy  loss  on  the  preceding  day.  The  Philadelphia 
Brigade  with  about  eight  hundred  men  in  line  held  the  center,  supported  by 
Hays'  Division  of  three  small  brigades  on  its  right,  and  Hall's,  Harrow's  and 
Stannard's  brigades  on  its  left — not  over  eight  thousand  men  all  told.  There 
was  no  second  line.  The  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania,  two  companies  of  the 
One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania,  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  and  Forty- 
second  New  York,  were  the  only  troops  of  Gibbon's  Division  in  reserve.  They 
were  supporting  the  batteries  of  Gushing,  Rorty  and  Brown. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  tire  you  by  a  description  of  the  artillery  fire  or  of 
Pickett's  charge.  You  have  frequently  heard  them  portrayed  in  more  graphic 
language  than  is  at  my  command,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  crediting  the  skir- 
mish hue  composed  of  details  from  the  Sixty-ninth,  Seventy-second  and  One 
hundred  and  sixth  regiments  with  holding  its  ground  with  a  tenacity  which 
caused  many  of  the  onlookers  to  blame  its  officers  for  needlessly  sacrificing 
men's  lives.  They  but  carried  out  the  instructions  of  General  Webb  to  their 
commander,  Captain  James  C.  Lynch,  in  contesting  every  inch  of  ground  and 
holding  on  co  the  Emmitsburg  road  as  long  as  possible.  The  men  obeyed 
orders  and  when  imj)0ssible  to  longer  retard  the  enemy's  advance  they  has- 
tened to  rejoin  their  several  regiments  and  fought  in  the  line  of  battle. 

Steadfast  and  faithful — the  name  of  each  of  that  gallant  band,  whether  from 
the  Green  Isle  of  Erin,  or  "native  and  to  the  manor  born"'  deserves  to  be 
registered  on  fame's  enduring  tablet. 

Captain  Ford  and  his  detail  formed  on  the  left  of  companies  A  and  B  in  rear 
of  the  crest. 

Meanwhile  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  the  fence  occupied  by  the  Sixty-ninth 
and  left  of  the  Seventy-first,  and,  passing  to  the  right  of  the  latter,  had  taken 
it  in  flank  and  captured  or  forced  back  the  right  of  the  Sixty-ninth  and  two 
connecting  companies  of  the  Seventy-first.  General  Arraistead,  with  hat  on 
sword,  leaps  the  fence  followed  by  six  color  bearers  with  their  flags  and  aboutone 
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hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hnudred  men.  At  this  juncture  General  Webb  calls 
on  his  reserve  (the  Seventy-second  and  the  detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and 
sixth)  and  leads  them  forward  in  person  to  close  the  gap  in  the  line  through 
which  Armistead  and  his  followers  are  pouring.  Glorious  leader  !  His  hand- 
some, manly  form  towered  for  a  moment  a  central  figure  between  the  two  lines, 
a.s  with  sword  in  one  hand  and  hat  in  the  other  his  order  of  "  forward  to  the 
wall  !"  rang  out  cheerily  and  strong  above  the  noise  of  battle.  If  he  should 
fall,  Gettysburg  is  lost.  Wounded,  he  still  keeps  his  feet.  His  indomitable 
spirit  is  communicated  to  and  inspires  the  men  of  the  Seventy-second  and  One 
hundred  and  sixth.  They  sweep  forward  to  the  fence  over  Armistead's  pros- 
trate body — treading  under  foot  the  rebel  standards,  whose  bearers  have  fallen 
beside  their  leader — the  thousands  who  have  reached  the  fence  throw  down 
their  arms,  and  Gettysburg  is  won  ! 

Captains  Sperry  and  Ford  fell  almost  at  the  moment  the  One  hundred  and 
sixth  reached  the  crest,  and  the  men  dropped  like  ten-pins  before  the  bowler, 
but  there  was  uo  wavering  among  the  survivors,  and  after  the  action  General 
Webb  praised  the  remnant  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  in  no  stinted  terms 
for  their  promptness  and  gallantry. 

Colonel  Hampton  S.  Thomas  iulbrms  me  that  when  the  fighting  was  the 
fiercest  he  was  directed  to  take  a  squadron  of  cavalry  from  Meade's  headquarters 
to  the  rear  of  Webb's  Brigade  to  drive  up  the  stragglers.  The  commanding 
officer  on  returning  reported  that  there  were  no  stragglers  to  drive  up  and  that 
his  cavalry  could  not  live  there.  All  ot  the  able  men  of  the  Philadelphia  Bri- 
gade were  in  the  line  of  battle  determined  to  conquer  or  die  there.  None  but 
the  wounded  retired  behind  this  crest  while  the  fight  was  on. 

It  has  been  claimed  that  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  passed  through  the 
lines  of  the  Philadelphia  Brigade,  and  Devereanx  ingeniously  asked  how  his 
command  could  capture  colors  unless  by  doing  so.  When  the  One  hundred 
and  sixth  and  Seventy-second  charged  forward  to  the  fence,  six  color  bearers 
who  had  crossed  that  fence  lay  dead  or  disabled  with  their  flags  on  the  ground 
beside  them.  There  was  still  at  the  fence  an  armed  enemy,  flaunting  other 
flags  in  our  faces.  Our  duty  was  to  conquer  that  foe,  and  no  brave  man  would 
at  that  moment  have  stayed  his  onward  course  to  pick  up  a  flag.  I  stepped  on 
one  which  doubtless  was  "  captured  "  by  some  one  who  followed  me  and  who 
now  enjoys  the  medal  which  was  granted  by  Congress  to  him  whose  name  was 
turned  in  with  the  trophy. 

The  reveille  roll-call  of  July  4,  found  but  eight  men  present  for  duty  with 
Company  B  and  Company  C,  and  Captain  Ford's  detail  had  suffered  almost  as 
heavily. 

Twelve  of  that  gallant  band  should  never  again  answer  the  roll-call  of  life's 
duties — they  had  joined  that  numerous  army  which  sleeps  in  unmarked  graves 
south  of  the  Potomac,  "in  meraoriam  ' '  of  whom  we  here  to-day  dedicate  this 
bronze  and  granite  shaft.  And  oh,  my  friends,  when  the  mighty  tocsin  of  war, 
Vfith  its  terrible  vibrations  echoed  and  re-echoed  through  the  length  and  breadth 
of  this  mighty  land,  the  roll-call  found  many  brave  young  hearts  wildly  beating, 
fairly  bursting  with  a  soldier's  love  of  fame  or  a  boy's  longing  for  adventure, 
while  in  the  home  roll-call  there  was  one  missing.  Did  you  ever  pause  to  think 
of  this — life's  roll-call  ?  From  the  first  feeble  cry  of  infancy,  the  roll-call  answered 
by  mother  love,  to  the  day  when  the  bright  uniform  wasdonned^ — whetherof  the 
■blue  or  gray — with  the  gorgeous  glittering  of  epaulettes  and  bright  encircling 
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saber  sash,  or  the  plainer  garb  of  the  private — and  the  soldier  fledgling  answered 
in  high  spirits  with  all  his  manly  pride,  anticipating  the  day,  when,  risen  from 
the  ranks,  the  roll-call  should  sound  his  name  in  a  higher  note.  Ah !  but  the 
home-nest  roll-call  where  the  mother  sat  in  dread  expectation,  not  knowing 
what  moment  would  sound  for  her  the  roll-call  of  sorrow,  and,  saddest  of  all, 
when  only  "  missing"  told  its  horrible  tale,  enveloping  her  heart  with  its  bewil- 
dering questioning  uncertainty.  The  roll-call  of  duty,  the  roll-call  of  sorrow, 
the  roll-call  of  fame,  the  roll-call  of  honor — life  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  is 
one  succession  of  roll-calls.  The  one  we  are  here  answering  to-day  is  the  most 
sacred  honor  to  the  dead — unknown.  The  very  word  itself,  conveys  a  world  of 
pathos.  It  is  for  them  first  we  answer  the  roll-call  of  honor;  and  our  comrades, 
the  madcaps  whose  joyous  spirits  made  us  forget  the  pangs  of  hunger,  the 
hardships  of  camp  life.  The  ne'er-do-wells,  whose  blundering  forgetfulness 
enlivened  the  frugal  meal,  the  tender,  thoughtful  ones  always  ready  with  the 
helping  baud,  and  we  go  down  iiito  the  dark  aisles  of  memory's  catacombs  to 
find  their  names  lovingly  engraven,  and  even  bright,  despite  the  mist  of  years, 
as  when  we  sat  side  by  side  around  the  camp  fire,  under  the  stars  or,  in  the 
darker  pages  of  the  soldier's  record,  we  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  they 
whom  we  honor  to-day,  heard  the  last  dread  reveille,  death's  roll-call,  with  no 
pitying  hand  to  soothe  its  terrors,  no  tender  words  to  comfort  its  gloom,  all 
alone  to  pass  into  the  dark  shadows  of  the  mystical  unseen. 

Methinks  from  out  the  mist  which  encircled  Spotsylvania's  heights,  emerges 
the  stalwart  form  of  Curry,  his  eagle  eye  burning  with  the  fire  of  unquenched 
patriotism,  and  as  he  steps  to  the  front  of  his  old  command,  his  voice  rings 
sharp  and  clear  as  he  answers,  here  !  Ah,  colonel,  the  boys  well  know  you 
are  present  with  us,  sharing  our  glory  as  you  ever  did  our  toils  and  dangers,  the 
bravest  among  the  brave,  your  name  shall  be  lovingly  and  proudly  spoken  until 
the  last  member  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  shall  answer  death's  roll-call. 

And  following  the  gallant  Curry  come  the  shades  of  Pleis,  and  Sperry,  and 
Swartz,  and  Hickman,  and  Smith,  and  James,  and  Sloanaker,  and  Hickok, 
and  Gage,  and  Townsend,  and  Clark,  and  Breitenbach,  and  Rice,  and  Ford, 
and  Wessels,  and  Frost,  and  the  rest  of  the  all  too  numerous  band  of  our  dead 
Tieroes.  To  them,  the  known  and  loved,  we  answer  the  roll-call  of  memory's 
loving  tribute.  To  the  living— all  welcome  ;  those  who  have  shared  the  perils 
of  "all  this  gorgeous  panoply  of  war,"  whether  in  the  garb  of  the  victorious 
blue  or  chastened  gray.  The  dawn  and  twilight's  tints  mingled  into  a  day  so 
terrible;  but  the  slumberous  night  of  peace  came  and  brought  forgetfulness. 
So  we  are  here  gathered,  answering  the  roll-call  of  fraternity,  faith,  truth  and 
honor.  Ah  !  and  here,  both  among  the  living  and  the  dead,  what  heroes  are 
enrolled  on  fame's  enduring  tablet.  How  many  who  never  left  the  ranks,  yet 
whose  chivalrous  deeds  are  ofttimes  rehearsed  where  old  comrades  gather,  and, 
like  the  unknown  dead,  the  unrecorded  heroes,  have  found  well-burnished 
niches,  consecrated  by  grateful  tears,  in  the  dim  recesses  of  memory's  halls. 
Sacred  to  valor;  'tis  to  these  we  will  first  pay  tribute.  The  brilliant  pages  of 
history,  recording  the  known  heroes,  are  a  nation's  pride  that  such  men  spraing 
li-om  her  soil.  Tlieir  names,  not  only  from  the  page  of  history,  but  from  the 
pure  white  marble,  emblem  of  purest  patriotism,  that  love  consecrated  to  her 
dead,  basks  in  the  warm  sunlight,  slumbers  in  the  calm  moonlight,  or  if  the 
heavens  shed  their  pitying  tears,  it  too  wears  the  insignia  of  woe.  The  very  sod 
is  consecrated.     Its  memories  of  those  dark  days  that  made  a  nation's  history 
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enrolled  its  heroes,  blended  in  awful  terror  and  mad  havoc  the  blue  and  gray, 
yet  stands  out  now  in  grateful  contrast,  and  we  feel 

"  'Tis  beet  it  never  backward  turns, 
Till  love  its  sweetest  lesson  learns," 

And  we  have  learned  the  lesson.  The  chasm  from  that  Dies  ir£E  has  been  bridged 
by  yearly  links;  from  the  steely  one  of  partisan  bitterness,  they  have  merged 
brighter  and  brighter  with  each  succeeding  year,  till  now  we  forge  this  golden 
one,  binding  the  living  and  the  dead;  in  loving  memory  we  consecrate  this 
tomb  on  sod  already  consecrated.  It  is  true,  that  here,  to-day,  only  those  wear- 
ing the  blue  garb  of  victory  are  commemorated,  but  none  the  less  do  we  oflfer 
tribute  to  the  gallant  gray, 

"  Her  generous  troops 
Whose  pay  was  glory," 

and  whose  achievements  made  a  history  of  which  every  American  may  well  be 
proud. 

The  terrible  desolation  and  devastation  of  those  years  that 
"  Let  loose  the  dogs  of  war," 
on  their  beautiful  cities  and  verdant  valleys,  yet  bear  the  sad  fruits  of  poverty, 
inseparable  and  unrecovered  from.  In  the  years  that  form  the  connecting  links, 
loving  prosperity  rears  its  stately  marble  effigies.  Loving  poverty  kneels  with 
prayerful  soul  and  plants  pure  white  flowers  whose  perfume,  like  incense,  rises 
in  mute  supplication.  Yet  how  generously  they  have  answered  the  roll-call 
and  joined  hands  in  this  our  "  In  Memoriam,"  Throbbing  hearts  realize  that 
even  in  every  unknown  grave,  "  Somebody's  darling  lies  buried,"  and  death's 
roll-call  sounded  in  no  measured  cadence,  but  gathered  in  its  insatiate  greed 

"  The  tenderest  and  fairest, 
The  best  and  the  dearest," 

Its  answerings,  it  seems,  even  the  recording  angel  would  stay  his  hand  and 
weep  such  tears  as  blot  out  forever  the  horrible  reckonings, 

"  Time  is  indeed  a  precious  boon, 
But  with  the  boon  a  task  is  given. 
The  heart  must  learn  Its  duty  well. 
To  man  on  earth,  to  God  In  heaven. 

Answering  this  roll-call,  we  discharge  a  sacred  duty  to  those  on  whom  ' '  Fame's 
meteor  beam,"  glanced  but  to  slay  in  its  electric  power,  laying  low  in  man- 
hood's prime  the  brave  one  whose  soul  was  filled  with  high  aspirations  and 
mio-hty  courage.  Yet,  how  many  think  you  fell  with  the  mute  question  of  his 
own  heart  stilled  forever:  Will  I  live  or  die  through  this  ?  Aye,  dead  to  home, 
to  mother,  to  those  who  loved  him;  but  living  in  his  country's  records,  living 
here  in  our  memory,  and  in  this  vast  bivouac  of  the  dead,  we  consecrate  this 
our  monument,  first,  to  the  unknown  dead,  then  to  the  known.  Mayhap,  in 
the  long  ago,  it  was  he  who  shared  the  pleasures  of  our  childhood,  the  boyish 
struggles  of  our  school  days,  the  hardships  of  camp  life,  the  dangers  in  the  day 
of  battle.  "When  the  dread  emissary  of  death  sped  on  its  cruel  mission,  merci- 
fully sparing  us,  but  laying  low  the  old  friend,  the  cheering  companion,  whose 
talks  of  home  so  often  had  consoled  and  brightened  the  tedium  of  dark  days 
and  home  longings.  And  so,  my  friends,  the  soldier's  roll-call  not  only  enters 
into  his  life,  but  into  that  of  each  and  every  one.  And  while,  for  our  comrades, 
whose  light  of  life  went  down  in  the  very  dawn  of  manly  pride,  high  hopes  and 
youthful  ambition,  death's  roll-call  ended  a  career  perhaps  in   mercy  ;  this, 
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the  last  loU-call,  still  triumphs  in  its  blighting  thunderings,  its  eternal  vibra- 
tions from  the  very  throne  of  God  himself  is  still  as  insatiable  as  in  the  days  of 
battle  array.  Others,  we  may,  in  our  frail  humanity,  seek  to  evade;  but  this 
call  in  its  mighty  equalization,  its  scorn  of  rank,  its  contempt  of  power,  aye^ 
comes, 

*'  And  our  hearts  though  stout  and  brave. 
Still  like  muOed  drums  are  beating 
Funeral  marches  to  the  grave." 


GETTYSBURG 


TO  ALL  THE  BRAVE   MEN  WHO  FOUGHT  AT  GETTYSBURG   AND  GAVE  TO  THE  WORLD  A 
NEW  EXAMPLE  OF  SUBLIME  VALOR  THIS  POEM  IS  REVERENTLY  INSCRIBED 

BY  GEORGE  E.  VICKERS 

[Read  at  the  dedication  of  the  monument  erected  hy  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  mark  the  position 
of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Infantry.] 

O  !  mighty  walls  of  rock,  whose  massive  forms  do  prove 

The  strength  of  age,  and  a  triumph  past. 
Here  let  my  soul,  with  thy  deep  musings  move 

And  have  expression ;  here  where  deeds  of  valor  last 
In  man's  memory.    O !  that  a  voice  more  fit  did  sing 

Of  what  this  spot  recalls,  and  no  uncertain  note 
In  feeble  warble,  spoil  the  golden  ring 

Of  the  true  thought,  nor  screen  the  ghost-like  vision  of  warrior  throngs  remote 
That  move  in  fateful  march  'long  glory's  pathway  to  the  eoal 

Where  dust  and  recollection  of  great  things  done 
Alone  remain  for  mankind  to  extol 

Alas  !  here  death  the  leading  victory  won. 

Here  was  the  Nation's  test,  man's  highest,  greatest  rise 

In  the  ebb  and  flow  of  war ;  here  human  will 
And  effort  lost  their  semblance  and  attained  the  size 

Of  God-like  striving,  where  each  band  outvied  to  fill 
The  earth-pores  with  the  other's  blood,  while  half  the  world  did  pause 

With  horror  dumb  and  wait  the  issue.    Life  and  death. 
To  liberty  and  country  alike  did  plead  their  cause 

In  this  red  streaming  forum,  with  sulphurous  breath 
Loud  roar  of  cannon,  clash  of  musketry  and  gleaming  steel's  sharp  stroke 

And  frenzied  strain  of  swollen  sinews  as  the  nearer  combat  raged. 
Alike  did  dying  groans  and  war-like  shrieks  invoke 

The  fury  of  the  tiger-heart  no  longer  by  wild  reason  caged. 

Warm  lay  the  earth  'neath  the  smiling  summer  sun 

Clear  was  the  sky  and  deeply  peaceful  the  scene  one  hour  ago 
A  cloud  of  dust  and  then  a  darker  cloud  behind  as  one 

Of  Arabia's  caravans  on  storied  desert  did  on  the  scene  bestow 
The  aspect  of  sudden  life  which  in  short  space  did  too  surely  prove 

The  quick  precursor  of  the  awful  game  that  warriors  play 
The  mountain-shadowed  plain  doth  seem  to  move 

And  'gainst  sweet  Nature's  silence  do  rude  sounds  inveigh. 
The  teeming  fields— alas  I  the  guardian  harvest  moon 

Shall  kiss  no  more  in  gladness  but  in  heavy  grief 
Glorious  it  left  their  golden  richness  which  all  too  soon 

Shall  vanish  as  doth  the  dew-drop  from  the  winB-blown  sheaf. 
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Ah!  Peace  did  dwell  here  all  these  silent  years, 

Behold  her  mouatain  temples  and  her  scented  groves. 
Behold  her  flocks  and  cooling:  pastures  and  all  else  that  endears 

The  heart  to  pastoral  scenes.    See  where  the  young  lamb  roveK 
Far  from  his  dam  and  fearless  crops  the  herbs  ; 

See  where  yon  colt  doth  lave  his  feet  within  the  meadow  stream; 
See  where  the  kine  do  lie  with  naught  that  e'er  disturbs 

Their  languid  ease.    See  and  feel  'tis  more  than  fleeting  dream 
Of  peaceful  life  that  no  wild  storm  can  e'er  invade. 

Ah!  breathe  the  fragrance  of  this  favored  land 
And  feel  within  thy  soul  far  overpaid 

With  Nature's  beauty  which  e'en  to  describe  fit  words  can  scarce  command. 

Par  roll  those  billowy  mountains  to  the  South, 

Cloud  crowned  their  tops  and  veiled  In  silvery  mist, 
ftwii't  speeds  the  murmuring  brook,  its  tell-tale  mouth 

Doth  babble  of  sylvan  scenes ;  the  ear  cannot  resist. 
Far  wastes  of  time  have  left  their  marks  upon  the  larger  forms 

Of  time's  own  monuments ;  the  mountain  sides  are  seared 
And  scarred  with  many  buffetings  'gainst  ancient  storms; 

The  towering  rocks,  high  above  the  plain  upreared. 
Stand  as  times'  sentinels.    The  solemn  sky. 

Type  of  eternity,  the  mind  doth  e'er  with  deep  awe  inspire; 
The  far-sped  wind  doth  stir  the  trees  with  a  quiet  sigh; 

The  grassy  slopes  e'en  would  Eden's  once  happy  denizens  admirt^. 

Arouse  ye  dwellers  of  this  envied  spot ! 

Grim  fate  hath  marked  ye  for  his  wildest  play 
His  course  on  Times'  Chart  your  wisest  may  trace  or  not. 

What  boots  it  since  his  iron  hand  you  cannot  stay  I 
Ol  ill  destined  the  hour  that  e'er  his  wayward  gaze 

Did  turn  upon  this  land  1    Thy  virgin  green 
Soon,  soon  alas!  shall  know  another  glaze. 

And  all  thy  leafy  splendor  shall  pale  before  the  sheen 
Of  myriad  stalks  of  steel,  death-laden  as  the  Upas  tree. 

Far  round  thy  hills  a  red  belt  shall  mark 
The  area  'neath  which  a  generation's  sons  shall  be; 

O  !  let  their  memories  live,  tuneful  as  the  deeds  of  heroes  of  all  the  ages  dark. 

Two  mighty  armies  meet :  the  cunning  hills 

With  equal  favor,  forth  extend  their  arms, 
Bidding  welcome  to  each,  with  many  exultant  thrills 

That  they,  so  schooled  to  the  wild  tempest's  alarms, 
Shall  now  enjoy  what  doth  far  outweigh 

Nature's  visitations,  the  thunder's  roar. 
The  fiery  lightning's  flash,  the  hurricane's  display. 

And,  whate'er  the  end,  shall  for  evermore 
Perpetuate  their  fame  and  consecrate  the  spot. 

Invitingly  do  all  the  slopes  and  knolls 
Beckon  to  the  opposing  hosts,  hastening  not 

To  seize  the  vantage  ground  which  neither  yet  controls. 

Hark  I  e'en  now  the  answering  signals  wildly  sound, 

As  straggling  columns  scent  the  fray  from  afar. 
And,  'rousing  the  echoes  of  hills  and  woods  around. 

Loud  blows  the  shrill-toned  bugle,  high  swells  the  noise  of  war. 
And  loud  the  clatter  and  clang  of  arms  and  loud  the  leaders'  call ; 

And  sharp  and  quick  the  sound  of  hurrying  hoofs  as  down  the  line 
O'er  hill  and  plain  fleet  riding  couriers  rise  and  fall, 

In  undulations  like  wind-sped  barks  on  billowy  wastes  of  brino 
Bearing  swift  warning  to  more  distant  hosts. 

Onward  ye  farthest  bands!  your  comrades  no  longer  wait, 
But  in  the  blazing  eyes  of  death  their  own  poor  ghosts 

Do  mock  them  as  they  rush  to  meet  a  soldier's  fate. 
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A  foremost  chieftain  sinks!  death's  shaft  doth  mark  him  soon, 

Naturel  hast  thou  no  mark  to  show  where  g'aliant  Reynolds  fell  'i 
No  special  sign  ?    Do  not  the  winds  attune 

Themselves  in  softer  cadence  as  o'er  that  spot  their  swell 
Doth  rise  and  fall  in  day  and  midnight  hour? 

If  not,  a  Nation's  gratitude  doth  serve  instead 
And  toward  the  sky  doth  rise  a  granite  tower 

Harking  the  place  where  fell  that  gallant  head, 
And  bearing  note  of  valiant  acts  done  in  a  mighty  cause. 

What  more  needs  be  than  these  and  history's  praise  'I 
His  deeds  remain  for  endless  times'  applause, 

His  fame  no  man  may  seek  to  higher  raise. 

The  night  doth  come,  but  not  yet  comes  the  end. 

The  storm  of  war  still  is  gathering,  hath  not  yet  fully  broke. 
That  which  has  happened,  only  serves  to  send 

Warning  to  the  hurrying  hosts  that  hear  the  opening  stroke 
Of  the  battle  tocsin  hath  rung,  and  in  the  ears 

The  voice  of  awful  portent  doth  apprise 
The  quick  faculties  that  her  hour  of  a  thousand  years 

Is  fast  coming  when  a  Nation's  mass  shall  rise. 
And,  w^th  startled  vision  in  voiceless  wonder,  gaze 

To  see  ten  times  ten  thousand  phalanxed  warriors  rage 
In  one  mad  struggle  wherein  the  red  streams  no  longer  daze 

The  blunted  senses  nor  their  flow  assuage. 

'Tis  the  second  day— the  mist  hath  lifted  clear. 

Behold  in  full  force,  the  combatants  massed  for  the  flght  on  either  side. 
'Tis  plain  the  victory  shall  be  bought  with  sacriiice  most  dear 

And  he  who  wins  shall  not  the  courage  of  his  foe  deride. 
Look  now !  the  battle  opens  !  the  screaming  guns  from  hoarse  hot  throats 

Do  pour  death's  surest  blasts,  and  soon  the  ground  is  red. 
Away  all  thoughts  of  home  and  loved  ones!  'Tis  now  the  soldier  will  devote 

His  strength  to  duty  and  has  no  time  for  gloom  or  dread. 
Fight  for  the  cause  and,  if  ye  fall,  enough! 

The  muster  roll  shall  voice  thy  answer  with  thy  blood. 
No  longer  shall  thy  loyal  feet  toil  over  marches  rough. 

No  longer  shall  thy  faithful  arm  add  to  the  crimson  flood. 

The  third  day  comes,  the  last  great  trial  'midst  smoke  and  Are. 

Both  sides  do  hold  their  ground,  sullen  'midst  heaps  of  dead. 
O  !  does  the  cause  remorseless  still  require 

That  more  shall  follow  those  who  in  death's  agonies  have  bled  V 
Yes !  Hear  the  stolid  cannon's  grim  decree 

And  see  the  stern-faced  columns  rush  into  the  fatal  flame. 
Quick  is  their  doom ;  but  there  are  others  still  to  be 

Their  death-mates,  who,  with  leaping  pulse  hasten  to  claim 
Their  meed  of  glory  though  all  earthly  hopes  do  end. 

O  I  Souls  of  heroes  !  Shall  they  who  live  and  prosper  by  thy  sacriflce  refrain 
From  praise  and  ceaseless  admiration  or  e'en  contend 

O'er  aught  that  does  not  to  the  brighter  glory  of  thy  deeds  pertain  ? 

Was  it  for  this  ye  lived  and  rose  to  manhood's  growth  '! 

Why  were  ye  marked  for  such  an  end  of  all  the  sons 
Of  this  broad  teeming  land  ?    O  !  were  ye  both 

Fore-doomed  to  taste  the  sweets  of  life  and  tnen  to  approach  what  Nature  shuns 
The  dark  abyss  with  all  youth's  bounding  vigor  unquenched  ? 

But  yesterda.v  ye  laughed,  and  childish  eyes 
Looked  into  yours  In  peaceful  homes  ere  hearts  were  wrenched. 

Then  came  the  cloud,  seen  first  afar  in  mild  surprise 
And  then  the  unspoken  fear,  and  last,  the  parting!  Must  tongues  be  dumb 

For  languafre  to  speak  of  what  the  heart  that  goes  and  the  heart  that  stays  contain  1 
What  depths  of  love  and  yearning  dwell  In  speaking  eyes!  How  all  that's  precious  doth 
succumb 

To  sense  of  duty  which  aloue  may  grief  sustain. 
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They  were  the  household's  props  and  now  behold 

The  priceless  saoriflce  in  yonder  blood-steeped  field ; 
Before  them  gapes  a  nameless  grave,  behind,  In  memory's  light,  the  distant  fold 

With  all  the  dear  ones  to  their  eyes  revealed. 
One  word,  perhaps  a  precious  name,  doth  rise  upon  their  lips 

Then  forth  they  rush  only  to  fall  and  nevermore 
Shall  mortal  will  o'ercome  the  dread  eclipse. 

Vet  falls  the  iron  hail,  and  louder  is  the  roar 
Of  savage  cannon,  while  with  fresh  blood  still  is  the  slaughter  ted. 

Let  the  red  torrent  flow  I    There  will  be  orphans'  tears 
Enough  to  efface  the  deeper  stain  when  this  wide  day  has  sped 

Fraught  with  work  that  saves  time'ssiokle  half  its  years. 

'Tis  not  a  fight,  where  alien  standards  seek 

A  place  to  glorify  the  pride  of  conquests ;  the  life  streams 
Of  blue  and  gray  alike  the  same  source  bespeak. 

Though  kinship  defers  to  duty  and  there  seems 
No  common  tie  'twixt  those  who  yon  mad  combat  wage. 

How  close  they  were  in  former  days  a  century's  thrillmg  annals  tell. 
Turn  to  their  country's  past,  and  read  the  heroic  page 

Where  foreign  despots  quaked  o'er  the  far  sounding  knell 
Of  sceptered  thraldom's  end,  and  vain  ambition's  fall . 

How  changed  the  times  when  sons  of  patriot  freeman  strive 
And  o'er  the  native  shield  doth  hang  the  mournful  pall. 

That  tells  of  mutual  woo  in  which  the  spark  of  hope  seems  not  to  e'en  survive. 

Away  sad  thoughts  inert !    There  was  a  lull  ere  one  heroic  hour 

Did  stir  men's  souls  and  crown  brave  acts  with  brighter  fame. 
Who  views  the  sea  resistless  and  observes  the  power 

That  sweeps  upon  the  yellow  shore  as  if  to  soon  reclaim 
What  once  was  ocean's  own  and  doth  hot  know  the  spell 

That  falls  upon  the  senses  ?    The  ever  restless  deep 
Both  show  its  latent  might ;  swell  after  swell 

Doth  drive  upon  the  sands  or  'gainst  tho  rocky  steep. 
Then,  as  the  world  of  waters  its  motions  oft  repeat. 

The  scene  becomes  familiar  and  the  mind  is  stilled. 
When,  with  quick  consciousness,  the  dreamer  wakes  to  find  the  briny  sheet 

In  one  great  turmoil  with  angry  foam  and  raging-  billows  filled. 

Then,  while  the  meaning  yet  is  vague,  a  greater  sight  appalls 

The  waking  senses.    Far  out  at  sea  like  some  Titanic  force 
A  monster  wave  appears  and,  ere  the  worst  befalls, 

Its  destined  prey  the  eye  admiring,  marks  its  stately  course. 
If.  perchance  a  rock  doth  break  its  towering  front  the  impatient  gap 

Is  quickly  closed  and  onward  it  flows  majestic  as  before. 
Who  sees  the  sight  as  sky  and  ocean  seem  to  lap 

And  doth  not  marvel  at  tho  power  sublime ;    The  low  deep  roar 
Doth  speak  of  chaos  as  the  high  pitched  brine  doth  itself  suggest. 

Thus,  was  the  mighty  charge  of  Pickett  o'er  the  sun-scorched  plain 
His  flim  massed  thousands  like  the  wave  sent  at  the  sea's  behest 

Did  make  one  last  stupendous  rush  the  uncertain  cause  to  gain . 

Ah  1    Then  and  there  was  valor  tried  as  ne'er  yet  since  time  began 

The  opposing  nost  did  meet  them  as  doth  the  gray  scarred  wall 
Of  ocean's  towering  bounds.    Man  after  man 

In  the  close  packed  ranks  of  the  invading  host  did  fall, 
Yet  quick  was  closed  the  gaps  and  onward  pressed  the  living  mass 

Bent  on  the  work  in  view,  though  cannon's  breath  and  fast  devouring  flame 
Did  seek  the  frenzy  of  their  high  wrought  spirits  to  e'en  surpass. 

How  they  did  battle  !    Country !    Victory  and  immortal  mamc ! 
These  were  the  impelling  thoughts.    There  their  graves  shall  lie. 

Assailed  and  'sailants,  both  the  earth  is  kind  ! 
Ye  shall  be  brothers  is  eternity. 

And  from  the  toils  of  this  wild  hour  a  long,  long-  rest  shall  find. 
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Beyond  the  walls  of  stone,  a  southern  leader  essays. 

Cheering  his  hosts  with  hat  high  raised  on  saber  point. 
Bravo  was  the  act  hut  soon  a  mortal  wound  the  debt  to  rashness  pays. 

Still,  ere  his  eyes  do  close  the  valor  of  his  troops  his  grievous  hurts  anoint. 
Yet  all  in  vain  !    With  equal  valor  are  they  fully  matched. 

Straight  'gainst  their  furious  ranks  brave  Webb  undaunted  strides. 
The  northern  door  is  closed,  bolted  and  latched. 

And  the  eager  tenant  gladly  'gainst  his  furious  foe  collides. 
Tis  the  last  trial,  and  man  to  man  the  fight  they  wage. 

The  assailed,  though  thinned  and  torn,  their  leader's  shout  do  hear. 
And  forth  they  rush  impatient  to  engage 

Where  danger  most  abounds  and  death's  grim  medley  fills  the  ear. 

Flows  there  a  stream  of  nature's  wrath  in  wild  volcanic  land 

More  hot  than  that  which  o'er  the  dreadful  angle  sweeps? 
Fatal  the  spot !  well  named  "  the  bloody?"    Who  can  can  withstand 

Forked  lightning's  bolts  ?    Men  fall  in  heaps ; 
Tet  o'er  their  prostrate  forms  surviving  comrades  fight. 

To  yield  an  inch  doth  cause  the  invader  to  crave  an  ell. 
And  though  the  earth  doth  tremble  and  death  is  certain  quite. 

To  hold  the  ground  is  all-important  until  fresh  arms  shall  quell 
The  mad  advance — men  face  their  doom 

Like  walls  of  adamant  and  dying  block  the  way . 
Thus  doth  the  dead  their  living  work  resume 

And  serve  their  country's  cause  e'en  in  their  native  clay. 

There,  sternly  erect,  stood  brave  Gushing,  the  last  of  all  his  smoke-stained  guns 

Dismantled  and  his  life  fast  fleeting  from  a  mortal  wound. 
Like  a  war-god,  who  views,  with  grim  philosophy,  his  slaughtered  sons, 

lie  gazes  on  his  battery's  wreck  and  through  brave  Webb's  ears  his  thrilling  words 
resound 
"  If  I  had  another  gun  I'd  give  them  one  more  shot !"  and  then  dies 

'Midst  his  iron-throated  wax'-mates,  loved  by  the  stern  gunner  beyond  the  sun 
Of  spoken  language.    Not  stouter  is  the  metal  that  beside  him  lies 

Thin  the  brave  heart  that  no\v  forevermore  is  dumb. 
His  still  white  face,  firm  in  the  sense  of  duty  done,  doth  seek  the  upper  world 

While  with  glad  shouts  his  blue-garbed  comrades  hail 
The  lesson  of  his  dying  speech  as  "gainst  the  foe  with  ten-fold  force  their  strength  is 
hurled. 

Until  the  end  is  seen  and  victory  comes  close  in  the  wake  of  fury's  gale. 

"  The  flower  of  the  land ! ''    'Tis  no  idle  phrase, 

The  earth's  red  bosom  knows  her  species.    She  doth  bear 
Upon  her  tricking  form  what  time  shall  not  erase 

Proud  stain  of  brave  men's  blood  for  which  posterity  shall  spare 
Her  days  of  consecration  and  in  glad  hours  rehearse 

The  acts  dono  here  and  feel  the  flush  of  glory  for  her  kind . 
Yet  the  presentstill  is  urgent.    Ere  the  clouds  disperse 

And  'naught  but  red  turf  and  fresh  turned  soil  remain  behind. 
Glance  on  yon  hill  and  note  the  warrior  chief. 

The  dam  that  checked  the  impetuous  southern  flood 
Though  fury  drove  its  currents.     His  words  are  brief 

And  firm  his  hand  as  through  his  glass  he  views  the  sea  of  blood. 

'Tis  here,  Meade,  O  !  the  lasting  glory  of  thy  name 

Sprang  like  the  sun-burst  into  being.    Thy  soldier  mind 
Did  see  the  issue  and  to  thy  ready  hand  unerring  Judgment  came. 

Soldier  and  leader  alike  !    All  needful  qualities  combined. 
Thy  form  doth  stand  colossal  in  the  trying  hour. 

Thy  directing  hand  did  skilfully  dispose 
Of  thy  brave  forces  and  to  the  fullest  utilize  their  power. 

How,  with  thee  and  thine  world's  galaxy  of  heroes  brighter  grows  ! 
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Thoe  and  thine  I    Was  there  not  one  whom  men  have  learned  to  know 
As  "  the  superb,"  whose  deeds  resplendent  friend  and  foe  alike  do  praise ! 

JIanoook !    Thy  bright  genius  here  did  on  thy  loyal  men  bestow— 
The  Are  of  thy  brave  heart,  all-pervading:  as  the  sun's  fierce  rays. 

Where  smoke  and  death  were  thickest  there  was  Hancock  found. 

Where  danger  most  beset  the  toil-spent  hosts— his  guiding  hand  was  near, 
"Go  o'er  the  field  where  graves  are  plenty— there  was  Hancock's  ground. 

Ask  the  war-scarred  veteran  of  the  Uon-hcart  that  ne'er  knew  fear. 
•Go  to  the  spot  where  Beynolds  fell  and  hear  of  him  who  came 

Thrice  welcome  to  the  sad-sou  led  hosts  and  bade  their  gloom  depart. 
•Go  to  the  scenes  most  desperate  and  the  perpetual  flame 

Of  his  -well-earned  glory  doth  rival  the  lurid  glow  of  war's  stern  art. 
Deep  was  the  wound  he  got  but  'twas  too  late ; 

His  sturdy  arm  had  dealt  the  master-stroke 
-His  fierce-spent  energyldid,  ere  his  grievous  hour,  the  foeman's  zeal  abate. 

And  naught  remained  to  do  but  keep  his  well-formed  lines  unbroko. 

fraternal  strife  I  ,  Ah  let  the  words  grow  strange  1 
As  through  the  patriot  ear  glad  peace  and  Union  thrill. 

Look  o'er  the  granite  studded  field  and  know  the  change 
That  time  has  wrought  on  men  and  country.    O  I  drink  thy  fill 

■Of  inspiration  on  this  storied  ground  and  feel  the  grandeur  of  thy  race- 
View  here  the  towering  mile-stone  that  through  the  centuries  shall  murk 

The  sun-stilled  hour  in  a  nation's  pace. 
Behold  thy  country's  shrine  whose  vestal  spark 

The  starry  guardians  of  man's  destiny  shall  be. 
Read  well  the  moral  which  this  sacred  spot  proclaims— 

-Here  men  did  meet  in  strife :    Henceforth  in  unity. 
While  from  yon  silent  mounds  their  Nation's  "brighter  glory  flames. 
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AF''TEE  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  estab- 
lished its  wiuteir  camp  near  Belle  Plain,  vfhere  it  spent  the  winter  of 
1862-3.     On  April  28,  and  until  May  6,  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  the 
movement  against  Fredericksburg  and  ChaDcellorsville;  and  on  June 
12,  broke  camp  and  took  the  line  of  march  in  pursuit  of  Lee's  army,  then  on 
its  great  movement  to  invade  the  North. 

It  must  be  regarded  as  a  striking  providence  that  brought  the  two  great  armies 
-of  the  war  face  to  face  on  Pennsylvania  soil.  All  accomplished  too  in  accord- 
ance with  the  acknowledged  principles  of  strategy  that  govern  the  movements 
•of  great  armies  in  active  war.  The  one  starting  from  Fredericksburg,  south  of 
the  Rappahannock,  describing  a  grand  circle  of  perhaps  two  hundred  miles,  the 
other  from  near  the  same  point  north  of  that  river,  making  in  its  march  an 
inner  circle  of  less  extent,  and  in  its  skilful  movements  shielding  and  protect- 
ing the  capitol  of  the  National  Government  and  city  of  Washington,  the  pos- 
session of  which  was  the  principal  objective  point  of  the  enemy. 

After  more  than  one  year's  hard  service  in  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
:ginia,  and  honorably  participating  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Rappahan- 
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Dcck  Station,  Second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietain,  FjedeU- 
icksburg  and  Chancellorsville  ;  after  hard  fighting  and  great  exposure,  the 
regiment  found  itself  comfortably  in  camp  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1863,  a  few 
miles  north  of  Emmitsburg,  and  in  the  full  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the 
patriotic  enthusiasni  inspired  by  being  upon  Pennsylvania  soil,  the  beloved  old 
Keystone  State  of  the  great  American  Union,  anxious  to  unite  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  their  fellow  soldiers  in  driving  the  invader  from  her  borders. 
This  was  known  and  accepted  as  a  mighty  undertaking  but  was  to  be  accom- 
plished regardless  of  hazard  or  sacrifice. 

The  One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  was  the  only 
Pennsylvania  regiment  in  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 
commanded  respectively  by  Generals  Paul,  Robinson  and  Reynolds.  At  this 
time,  however.  General  Reynolds  was  in  command  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  composed  of  the  First,  Third  and  Eleventh  corps,  and 
General  Doubleday  of  the  Third  Division,  by  virtue  of  his  rank,  was  in  command 
of  the  corps,  in  the  advance  in  the  movement  upon  Gettysburg.  The  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  Ninety-fourth  and  One  hundred  and  fourth 
New  York,  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  and  Sixteenth  Maine. 

Having  been  greatly  worn  down  by  the  long  march  of  twenty-six  miles  in 
the  mud  and  rain  of  the  previous  day,  it  was  fortunate  that  the  regiment  was 
not  required  to  march  more  than  a  few  miles  on  the  30th,  as  the  movement  of 
the  corps  only  extended  to  Marsh  creek,  and  this  brought  it  to  within  four 
miles  of  Gettysburg. 

Many  obscure  and  unknown  places  Avere  made  famous  and  historic  by  the 
movements  and  battles  of  these  great  armies.  No  imagination  had  ever  con- 
ceived that  the  wreaths  of  immortality  were  hanging  over,  and  about  to  drop 
through  the  smoke  of  bloody  battle  upon  the  heretofore  very  peaceful  commu- 
nity and  quiet  town  of  Gettysburg.  The  storm  and  rain  from-  which  the  sol- 
diers suficred  in  their  recent  march,  had  now  passed  away,  and  the  heavens 
were  clear  and  bright.  The  sun,  the  moon  and  the  stars  in  their  time  and 
order  looked  down  in  all  their  beauty  and  glory,  upon  the  rich  foliage,  the 
green  fields,  the  peaceful  homes,  and  the  grand  scenery  of  this  region  of  the 
State,  making  a  picture  of  beauty,  prosperity  and  happiness,  well  calculated 
to  delight  the  eye,  and  make  an  indelible  impression  upon  the  mind  and  heart 
of  the  soldier.  Although  upon  the  margin  of  the  great  field  of  conflict,  of  which 
they  were?  more  or  less  conscious,  the  tired  soldiers  rested  well,  .slept  soundly, 
and  opened-  their  eyes  upon  the  new  day,  refreshed  and  reinvigorated  for  the 
discharge  of  its  great  duties. 

Alas,  to  many  of  the  gallant  men  who  waked  up  on  that  morning  of  July  1, 
it  was  to  them  the  last  bivouac,  the  last  camp  and  march  this  side  the  eter- 
nal camping  ground  beyond  the  river  of  death.  In  a  few  hours  their  life  blood 
had  reddened  the  green  sward,  liaving  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  soldier's 
sacred  duty,  sacrificed  their  lives  in  defense  of  the  homes  and  firesides  of  their 
native  State,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  Government  and  the  I^uion  trans- 
mitted to  us  by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic. 

Here  we  are  on  this  1st  day  of  July  A,  D.  1863,  aud  the  sun  well  up  in  the 
heavens,  and  to  this  time  not  one  shot  had  been  fired  from  either  army.  The 
darkest  hour  is  just  before  the  daylight  breaks.  Though  silence  resigned  su- 
preme, terrible  war  and  battle  could  be  suifl"ed  from  every  passing  breeze 

General  Meade,  in  anticipation  of  battle,  although  many  miles  in  the  rear 
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appreciating  the  condition  of  tilings  iit  tlie  IVont,  issued  ji  circular  to  the  com- 
manding ofBcers,  in  these  stirring  words: 

The  commanding  general  requests  that  previous  to  the  engagement  soon  expected 
■With  the  enemy,  corps  and  all  other  commaading  officel's,  will  address  their  troops,  ex- 
plaining to  them  briefly  the  immense  issues  involved  in  the  struggle.  The  enemy  are 
on  our  soil,  the  whole  country  now  looks  anxiously  to  this  army  to  deliver  It  from  the 
presence  of  the  foe ;  our  failure  to  do  so  will  leave  us  no  such  welcome  as  the  swelling 
of  millions  of  hearts  with  pride  and  joy  at  our  success  would  give  to  every  soldier  of 
this  army.  Houses,  firesides  and  domestic  altars  are  involved.  The  army  has  fought 
well  heretofore— it  is  believed  that  it  will  fight  more  desperately  and  bravely  than  ever 
if  it  is  addressed  in  fitting  terms.  Corps  commanders  are  authorized  to  order  the  in- 
stant death  of  any  soldier  who  fails  in  his  duty  at  this  hour. 

General  Eeynolds  spent  the  night  of  the  30th  at  Marsh  creek,  within  the 
lines  of  his  own  beloved  First  Corps,  and  was  astir  early  in  the  morning  of  July 
1.  On  the  30th,  Buford,  the  gallant  and  skilful  cavalry  commander,  had  passed 
through  Gettysburg  with  two  of  his  brigades  of  cavalry,  and  was  in  position  one 
mile  and  a  half  west  of  the  town.  Reynolds, supposing  that  Buford'would  soon 
be  attacked  by  the  advancing  foe,  ordered  Wadsworth's  Division  and  Hall's 
Maine  Battery  in  the  direction  of  Gettysburg,  and  directed  Doubleday  to  bring 
up  his  own,  and  Robinson's  Division,  close  upon  the  rear  of  Wadsworth.  He 
then  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  rapidlj'  with  his  staif  to  the  front.  But  few 
of  bis  brave  troops  ever  saw  him  again  alive  as  he  fell  before  these  last  divi- 
sions reached  the  battle  line. 

There  is  a  period  of  time  when  every  battle  must  have  a  beginning,  and 
usually  it  is  in  a  simple  and  small  way.  Sometimes  a  shell  from  a  distant  bat- 
tery, u  single  shot  from  a  sharpshooter,  or  a  shot  from  the  advancing  skirmish 
line.  It  is  recorded  that  the  enemy  began  the  battle  by  a  single  shot  a  little 
before  10  a.  m.,  from  their  skirmish  line.  Three  single  shots  followed  quickly 
from  the  Union  side  from  the  cavalry  line  of  skirmishers,  our  infantry  being 
vet  in  the  background.  These  were  the  sparks  that  preceded  the  great  con- 
flairation.  Then  very  soon  followed  a  general  discharge  of  musketry  along 
the  skirmish  lines  on  both  sides.  Thus  opened  the  great  sanguinary  and  world- 
renowned  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

The  infantry  columns  of  both  armies  in  the  meantime  were  rapidly  coming 
into  line  of  battle  and  approaching  the  range  of  small  arms.  It  seems  to  "he 
well  authenticated  that  the  enemy  received  the  first  infantry  fire  from  the  Fifty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hofmann,  he  deliberately  giving 
the  command,  ready,  aim,  fire  !  This  sudden  regimental  broadside  is  said  to 
have  been  of  deadly  eiiect  upon  the  enemy's  line  in  their  front.  The  battle 
thickens  and  blood  flows  more  freely.  The  conflict  widens  and  extends  by  the 
columns  of  infantry  deploying  to  the  right  and  left  as  they  approached  the  bat- 
tle line. 

While  these  things  were  occurring  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  was  ap- 
proaching on  the  Emmitsburg  pike,  not  yet  within  sound  of  small  arms,  but 
the  puffs  of  white  smoke  could  be  seen  from  the  several  batteries  hotly  en- 
caged and  the  regiment  was  now  marching  to  the  increasing  sound  of  artillery 
as  battery  after  battery  came  up  to  good  range  on  either  side.  This  served  to 
quicken  the  soldier's  pulse,  warm  his  blood  and  electrify  his  mortal  frame  with 
the  excitement  and  fever  of  battle. 

To  have  gone  through  the  streets  of  Gettysburg  would  have  increased  the 
length  of  the  march,  and  time  was  of  great  importance.  On  arriving  at  a 
point  a  half  mile  south  of  the  town,  the  head  of  the  column  struck  across  the 
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fields  direct  for  the  Iront  and  the  racing  battle,  then  rapidly  growing  in  volume- 
and  intensity. 

The  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  was  halted  at  the  Seminary,  and,  with  the 
division,  was  for  a  time  held  in  reserve.  While  here  General  Eobinson  put  hi» 
division  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  Seminary,  being  on  the  right  of  the 
Chambersburg  pike,  and  extending  north  to  or  near  the  Mnmmasburg  road, 
and  gave  orders  to  throw  up  barricades.  These  defenses  were  said  to  have 
served  a  good  purpose  two  or  three  hours  after  when  it  became  necessary  for 
the  line  to  fall  back. 

At  this  time  the  battle  had  increased  in  fierceness,  the  enemy  greatly  out7 
numbering  the  Union  troops.  Reynolds  had  fallen  two  hours  before  this,  and 
hundreds  of  our  bravo  men  were  lying  dead  and  wounded  upon  the  extended 
field  of  battle.  It  was  a  busy  time  with  the  litter  bearers,  the  ambulance- 
corps  and  the  surgeons. 

It  was  not  long  that  Robinson's  Division  was  allowed  to  remain  in  its  x)0si- 
tion  at  the  Seminary.  It  was  now  ordered  to  move  promptly  by  a  flank  further 
to  the  right.  It  was  only  in  this  movement,  surprising  as  it  may  appear,  that, 
the  necessary  preparation  for  battle  of  loading  tho  muskets  was  done — an  order 
for  that  essentially  important  matter  having  been  omitted  until  now.  No  evil 
consequences  resulted  however.  "When  Paul's  Brigade  had  passed  over  the 
railroad  cut,  and  when  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  had  reached  the  foot  of 
the  hill  at  the  open  part  between  the  woods  on  the  right  and  left,  the  order  by 
the  left  flank  was  given,  throwing  the  brigade  into  line  of  battle.  It  had  long; 
been  under  the  artillery  fire,  but  now  it  was  the  rattle  of  musketry  that 
quickened  the  life  blood  of  the  soldier.  The  column  charged  up  the  hill  iu. 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  securing  the  position  contested  for,  when  large  number.* 
threw  down  their  arms  and  yielded  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  The  One 
hundred  and  seventh  here  gained  the  stone  wall  that  the  enemy  fought  for  so- 
desperately  to  regain,  and  failed  in  their  object. 

The  enemy's  line  of  battle,  being  renewed  by  fresh  troops,  was  now  formed 
in  the  fields  beyond  from  which  came  a  very  severe  fire,  and  Paul's  Brigade 
w.'is  induced  to  make  another  charge  o^•e^  the  fields,  but  was  quickly  charged 
in  turn  and  driven  back  with  great  loss  to  the  stone  fence.  '"Here  it  was,"  say* 
an  officer  wounded  in  the  battle,  "where  our  regiment  made  the  fight,  and  a 
good  one  it  was.  We  had  a  clear  view  of  all  that  was  going  on  in  our  front 
and  right,  and  to  our  right  rear  we  could  see  all  the  movements  of  the  Eleventh 
Corps  and  the  enemy  pushing  them  back.  Had  the  regiment  remained  in  lliis- 
position  it  would  have  been  better,  but  some  excited  fellows  on  our  riglit 
pushed  over  the  wall,  and  a  charge  was  made,  our  regiment  joining.  They 
■\vere  severely  punished  and  forced  back  and  held  the  old  line  until  ordeied 
back."  -'The  time, "  says  this  officer,  "when  we  got  under  infantry  fire  was  1 
o'clock  p.  m.,  and  left  the  field  about  4  p.  m.  The  brigade  went  into  action 
with  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  and  One  hundred  and  fourth  New  York  oir 
our  right  and  the  Sixteenth  Maine  and  Ninety-fourth  New  York  on  our  left.  ' 

For  several  hours  the  battle  continued  to  rage.  The  sound  of  artillerv  and 
musketry  was  continuous  and  terrific.  The  enemy  exhibited  an  unyielding 
tenacity  and  determination  to  force  the  Union  lines,  uotwithstandin<>-  their 
great  losses  in  killed  and  wounded.  Soon  after  ;i  o'clock  it  became  evident 
that  the  thinned  lines  of  the  First  Corps  could  not  keep  up  the  fight  much 
longer  with  the  enemy's  constantly  increasing  force,  but  no  order  came  to  fall 
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back,  and  the  battle  continued  to  rage.  The  overwhelming  numbers  of  the 
enemy  were  now  seen  to  be  advancing  upon  and  turning  tlie  right  and  left  ol 
the  Union  line.  This  was  unendurable,  and  being  fully  realized,  the  necessary 
line  of  duty  and  safety  was  plain,  and  the  result  was  thatabout  4o'clock  p.  m., 
what  was  left  of  the  First  Corps  xv;is  rapidly  marching  through  the  streets  of 
Gettysburg,  to  take  up  the  new  position  already  marked  out  on  Cemetery  Hill. 

Many  striking  and  interesting  incidents  occurred  during  llie  sanguinary 
struggle  of  the  rc-giment  around  and  about  the  stone  fence,  now  marked  for 
posterity  by  the  erection  of  this  granite  monument  l)y  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  known  only  to  the  soldiers  who  fought  and  charged  and  re- 
charged over  this  now  sacred  field,  not  a  few  of  whom  reddened  it  with  their 
blood.  Gallant  deeds  were  numerous  by  officers  and  men.  Discrimination 
cannot  in  justice  be  made  where  all  were  heroes.  Corporal  Thomas  Breash  of 
Company  C,  in  u  charge  gallantly  iiearing  the  regimental  flag,  was  shot  down, 
when  immediately  Corporal  G.  A.  McConnelly  of  Comijany  H  took  the  standard 
in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  and  speedily  met  with  the  same  fate.  Another 
raised  the  battle-torn  emblem,  and  it  continued  to  be  the  rallying  point  in  all 
the  subsequent  movements.  Our  gallant  division  commander,  General  John 
C.  Robinson,  with  his  staff,  appeared  on  the  line  of  the  regiment,  and  finding 
many  of  the  soldiers  running  out  of  cartridges,  engaged  in  supplying  them 
from  the  cartridge  boxes  of  the  dead  and  the  wounded  soldiers  on  the  field. 
One  most  gallant  boy,  bravest  of  the  brave,  now  an  honored  citizen,  said  to 
the  writer  that  he  had  recei\ed  three  cartridges  from  the  general's  own  hand, 
and  as  the  battle  was  hot  and  fierce,  and  under  the  circumstances  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  quickly  present  them  to  the  enemy.  In  the  midst  of  the  battle 
General  Paul,  our  brigade  commander,  received  a  terrible  wound  in  the  face, 
destroying  his  eyesight,  and  was  taken  from  the  field.  General  Coulter,  colonel 
of  the  old  veteran  "Eleventh,"  succeeded  General  Paul,  bringing  his  own  jegi- 
ment  with  him  from  Baxter's  Brigade.  Those  officers  whose  fortune  it  was  to 
command  the  regiment  in  the  three  days  of  this  great  battle,  thanks  to  a  kind 
providence,  yet  survive  and  can  testify,  and  have  officially  testified,  to  its  gal- 
lantry and  faithfulness.  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  MacThomsou,  in  command  on 
the  first  day,  says  m  his  very  brief  official  report,  that  "we  went  into  the 
fight  at  about  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ivith  two  hundred  and  thirty  men  and 
twenty -five  officers,  the  men  loading  as  they  walked,  and  were  in  action  about 
two  hours,  and  captured  more  prisoners  than  the  regiment  numbered.  I  regret 
to  report  the  loss  of  a  large  number  of  most  excellent  soldiers.  The  casualties, 
as  far  as  ascertained,  were  lieutenant-colonel  slightly.  Major  H.  J.  Shealer 
severely  wounded.  Three  commissioned  officers  known  to  be  wounded  and  si.x 
missing.  Eleven  enlisted  men  killed,  forty-eight  wounded  and  ninety-three 
massing."  And  closes  his  rejjort  with  these  words  of  high  commendation, 
"men  could  not  have  fought  better  and  I  am  gratified  to  say  that  not  a  single 
exhibition  of  cowardice  was  ob.served  during  the  whole  engagement." 

Captain  E.  D.  Roath,  being  in  command  on  the  morning  of  July  2,  in  his  of- 
.ficial  report  gives  the  further  movements  of  the  regiment  in  the  great  battle. 

After  falling  back  through  the  streets  of  Gettysburg  to  the  left  of  Cemetery  Hill,  we 
threw  up  strong  breastworks,  which  we  occupied  until  next  morning,  being  July  2. 
During  the  forenoon  we  were  relieved  by  the  Third  Division  of  the  Second  Corps,  and 
taken  a  few  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  to  support  a  battery,  and  remained  there  until 
about  630  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  were  marched  to  the  left  towards  Eound 
Top,  under  a  heavj-  and  effective  Are,  to  assist  in  driving  the  enemy  back  in  the  famous 
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charge  of  the  second  day  of  the  battle .  After  the  charge  we  marched  back  to  near  the 
cemetery,  and  ordered  to  lay  in  rear  of  a  stone  fence,  being  a  protection  from  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  In  our  front.  On  July  3,  at  4:30  o'clockin  the  morning,  we  were 
posted  in  rear  of  Cemetery  Hill,  where  we  remained  until  1 :30  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
at  which  time  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  a  heavy  and  furious  artillery  fire.  Our 
division  was  moved  to  the  right  of  Cemetery  Hill,  and  came  under  two  direct  fires  of 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  one  battery.  The  artillery  became  terrific.  This  pre- 
ceded and  was  prepeiratory  to  Pickett's  famous  charge.  At  this  crisis  our  services  were 
required  to  support  the  batteries,  and  the  regiment  was  marched  with  others  along  the 
crest  or  brow  of  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  batteries  exposed  to  this  artillery  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries,  the  atmosphere  appearing  to  be  full  of  deadly  missiles.  After  per- 
forming our  duty  here,  the  regiment  was  marched  with  the  division  to  the  left  of  Cem- 
etery Hill  to  participate  in  the  struggle  that  resulted  crowning  our  arms  with  the 
glorious  victory  achieved  that  day .  At  this  time  the  regiment  was  reduced  more  than 
one-half.  The  day  was  very  hot  and  the  men  suffered.  Three  of  the  men  were  carried 
insensible  from  the  field  from  this  cause.  After  resting  a  few  hours  we  sent  out  a  line 
of  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  threw  up  breastworks.  July  4,  we  lay  all  day  in  this 
position,  and  did  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

In  closing  his  report  Captain  Eoatli  says: 

The  officers  and  the  men  of  the  regiment  displayed  great  gallantry  and  dctermina- 
tiuEi  throughout  all  the  engagements  of  the  previous  days,  and  are  entitled  to  the  praise 
and  gratitude  of  a  free  and  loyal  jjeople. 

At  the  close  of  these  several  days  of  combat  it  was  fannd  that  in  addition  to 
the  officers  already  mentioned,  Captain  Gish,  Lieutenants  Williams,  Focht, 
Wentz,  Hemphill  and  Huff -were  wounded.  Eleven  enlisted  men  were  killed 
and  forty -eight  -were  vpounded.  Captain  Templeton  and  Lieutenants  Carman, 
Norris,  Mooney,  Venai  and  Myers  and  ninety-three  enlisted  men  were  taken 
prisoners. 

This  beautiful  monument  unveiled  before  you  to  day,  is  intended  as  a  trib- 
ute to  your  gallantry  and  I'aithfulness,  jjlanted  upon  the  very  ground  where 
your  fierce  and  bloody  .struggle  took  place — and  when  all  have  passed  away 
from  this  world  of  war  and  strife  and  rejoined  the  many  comrades  that  have 
gone  before,  it  will  remain  an  official  recognition  and  acknowledgment,  and  ap- 
preciation, of  the  people  of  your  native  State,  for  your  great  and  noble  services 
to  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Nation. 

My  comrades,  in  the  limited  view  entertained  at  that  time  this  great  battle 
and  victory  should  have  terminated  the  rebellion,  and  given  you  the  happy 
privilege  of  returning  to  your  homes  in  peace,  but,  strange  to  say,  it  only  served 
to  mark  the  tidal  wave  of  the  terribly  raging  strife  and  storm  of  battle.  Nearly 
three-quarters  of  a  century  ago  the  then  existing  war  of  continental  Europe 
was  ended  by  the  battle  and  victory  of  Waterloo.  The  much  greater  battle  of 
Gettysburg  only  served  to  turn  a  point  in  the  war  of  the  American  rebellion. 

It  has  been  eloquently  said  that,  "This  battle-field  was  the  center  and  focus 
of  the  civil  war.  Here  was  the  crowning  moment  of  the  whole  struggle.  Here 
the  tide  of  rebellion  was  rolled  back  and  the  doom  of  the  Confederacy  was 
sealed.  Here  was  settled  the  fate  of  defeat  for  one  side  and  of  victory  for  the 
other." 

However  this  may  have  been,  and  without  affirmation  or  denial  of  these  well- 
worded  thoughts,  the  war  continued  to  rage  all  the  same  as  it  did  after  Antie- 
tam,  Fredericksburg,  Shiloh  and  Chanccllorsville  and  other  battles  south 
east  and  west,  even  to  u,  greater  degree  of  intensity.  It  was  Greek  meeting 
Greek  more  than  ever,  and  no  thoughts  entertained  of  sheathing  the  sword 
The  war  indeed  was  but  half  over  and  you  were  destiued  to  passftrough  that 
which  was  to  follow,  with  the  same  gallantry  and  devotion  to  the   end      The 
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"war  must  go  on.  Many  thousands  of  victims  were  yet  to  be  oifered  upon  tlio 
altar  of  this  country.  "  Five  hundred  tliousand  more,  Father  Abraham,"  was 
the  war  cry.  The  great  American  Union  was  the  price — the  stake  hanging  in 
the  wage  of  battle.  We  knew  then,  but  realize  more  fnlly  to-day,  that  it  was 
worth  the  sacrifice  whatever  it  might  be.  Regardless  of  hundreds  of  millions 
of  treasure  and  rivers  of  blood,  the  war  did  go  on.  The  old  flag  of  the  Uniou 
was  destined  to  wave  victorious  over  other  great  and  historic  fields.  In  their 
short  slghtedness  at  that  time  the  army  and  the  loyal  people  too  would  have 
rejoiced  to  terminate  the  war  at  this  period,  but  in  taking  a  retrospect  of  the 
past  we  clearly  see  that  this  was  not  possible,  nor  would  it  have  been  jnst  or 
wise.  It  was  fully  realized  by  the  loyal  statesmen  of  that  day,  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  have  secured  the  objects  involved  in  the  straggle.  The  Govern- 
ment and  the  Union  could  not  have  been  preserved  at  this  stage  of  the  contest, 
and  without  this  the  great  sacrifices  of  blood  and  treasure  would  have  been 
practically  useless  and  vain.  Tbe  progress  of  civilization  would  have  been 
stayed.  The  evident  designs  of  Providence  would  have  been  thwarted.  The 
history  of  the  greatest  rebellion  on  earth  would  have  been  incomplete.  Great 
contending  armies  were  in  the  field  north  and  south,  east  and  west.  The 
name,  fame  and  glory  of  Grant,  Sherman  and  Sheridan,  were'yet  to  culminate 
in  grand  and  magnificent  achievements.  No,  no  !  the  war  could  not  end  here. 
The  Wilderness  was  to  be  passed  through,  with  its  jungles,  its  gloom  and 
slaughter,  and  bloody  ways.  Tbe  mighty  struggles  of  Spotsylvania  and  Cold 
Harbor,  with  the  long  wearisome  and  eventful  siege  of  Petersburg,  the  battles 
of  the  Weldou  Railroad,  Hatcher's  Run  and  the  Five  Forks  ;  Sheridan's  bril- 
liant achievements  in  the  Shenandoah,  and  Sherman's  victories  and  grand 
march  to  the  sea,  with  scores  of  other  fights  and  battles,  on  the  laud  and  upon 
the  sea,  were  necessary  to  the  complete  subjugation  of  the  foe,  and  ending  of 
the  great  rebellion,  and  before  the  white  flag  appeared  upon  the  field  of  Ap- 
pomattox Court  House,  where  final  defeat  overtook  tho  enemy  and  triumphant 
and  lasting  victory  crowned  our  arms,  preserving  the  Government  and  tlie 
Union,  thus  vindicating  the  violated  and  cherished  laws  and  principles  em- 
bodied in  the  Republic,  and  in  all  its  beauty  and  glory,  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific,  from  the  lakes  to  the  gulf,  from  the  Aroostook  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
"  The  old  flag  flies  and  rules  again." 


DEDICATION   OF  MONUMENT 

109™  REGIMENT    INFANTRY 

September  ii,  1889 

ADDRESS    OF   MAJOR    MOSES    VEALE 

UPON  the  first  call  of  the  President  for  three  months'  troops,  Henry  J. 
Stainrook  answered  the  call  and  served  as  captain  for  the  full  term  in 
the  Twenty-second  Regiment,  and  immediately  upon  his  return  to 
Philadelphia,  offered  his  services  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 
His  services  were  accepted,  he  was  commissioned  as  colonel,  and  authorized 
to  raise  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Infantry  Volun- 
36 
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teeis — Curtin  Light  Guards— so  called  in  honor  of  the  patriotic  and  gallant  War 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

December  20,  1861,  the  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service, 
and  iiom  then  until  May  9,  1863,  vpas  drilled  and  disciplined  for  the  field,  and 
on  this  date  received  marching  orders,  arriving  in  Washington  May  10,  1862. 
From  this  date  until  May  24,  1862,  continued  drilling  and  discipline  was  main.- 
tained ;  and  when  the  officer  detailed  by  the  War  Department  to  inspect  the 
troops  encamped  around  AVashington,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  those  who 
were  found  to  exhibit  sufficient  drill,  discipline  and  soldierly  bearing  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  front,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  immediately  selected 
and  ordered  to  march. 

While  in  Washington  the  regiment  was  in  the  Military  District  of  Washing- 
ton, Department  of  the  Rappahannock.  On  May  25, 1862,  the  regiment  arrived 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  and  was  assigned  to  Cooper's  Brigade,  United  States 
forces  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

May  27,  an  advance  was  made  by  Cooper's  Brigade,  consisting  of  One  hundred 
and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  Sixtieth  New  York  Infantry,  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Infantry, 
One  hundred  and  second  New  York  Infantry,  Third  Maryland  Infantry  and 
Second  District  of  Columbia  Infantry,  as  far  as  Bolivar  Heights;  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  Maj'  29  Stonewall  Jackson's  Division  appeared  in  front,  advancing 
from  Charlestown. 

General  Cooper  opened  artillery  fire  upon  the  advancing  column,  and  the 
enemy  replied,  maintaining  for  the  period  of  one  hour  or  more  an  artillery  duel, 
the  infantry  remaining  simply  in  support;  this  was  the  baptism  of  fire  of  the 
One  hundred  and  ninth,  the  first  sound  of  the  enemy's  guns,  but  a  sound  which 
the  regiment  was  destined  to  hear  without  intermission  until  the  close  of  the 
war. 

On  June  2,  1862,  Cooper's  Brigade  was  assigned  to  Sigel's  Division,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Shenandoah.  After  marching  through  Charlestown,  Winchester, 
Kernstown  and  Middletown  to  Cedar  creek,  it  was  assigned  to  First  Brigade 
(General  Cooper),  Second  Division  (General  Sigel),  Second  Corps  (General 
Banks),  Army  of  Virginia  (General  Pope). 

July  5,  1862,  the  division  marched  to  Front  Koyal,  through  Manassas  Gap  to 
AVarrenton,  Virginia,  and  from  there  to  Little  Washington,  where  the  regiment 
encamped  until  August  1,  1862,  when  orders  were  received  to  march,  and  they 
crossed  Hazel  river,  through  Culpeper  Court  House  to  Cedar  or  Slaughter  Mount- 
ain, where,  on  August  9,  1862,  the  battle  of  Cedar  or  Slaughter  Mountain  was 
fought. 

In  this  battle  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  not  to  be  a  mere  spectator  or 
held  in  support  of  artillery,  but  was  to  engage  in  tlie  i-eal  and  tierce  contest  of 
war.  The  battle  was  opened  by  the  artillery  and  continued  for  nearly  an  hour, 
when  the  infantry  were  ordered  to  advance  ;  and,  although  the  first  battle  in 
which  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  had  engaged,  the  order  was  obeyed  by  the 
men  and  most  of  the  officers  with  the  spirit  and  determination  of  veterans. 
During  the  artillery  firing,  Colonel  Stainrook  was  severely  wounded,  but  re- 
fused to  leave  the  field  and  remained  iu  command  during  the  entire  battle. 
The  advance  was  made,  and  the  order  given  "  fire  at  will ;  "  tlie  First  Brigade 
lit  this  tame  commanded  by  General  Prince,  was  on  the  left  of  the  line,  tlx)  di- 
vision being  commanded  by  General  Augur  and  the  corps  by  General  Banks. 
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The  One  hundred  and  ninth  wiis  flanked  on  the  right  by  the  Tliird  Marylaiul. 
The  advance  was  commenced  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  entire  brigade  in  line, 
with  steady  march  and  deliberate  firing ;  but  soon  as  the  enemy  was  brought 
into  closer  contact  and  the  sheet  of  flame  from  their  line  of  musketry  became 
continuous,  the  firing  of  our  troops  became  more  rapid,  and  the  smoke  and 
flame  of  the  two  lines  became  commingled.  At  this  time  the  One  hundred  and 
ninth  was  without  adjutant  or  field  officer,  except  the  wounded  colonel,  but 
there  was  no  wavering  ;  the  line  was  steady  and  the  firing  continuous.  Soon 
darkness  commenced  to  settle  upon  the  field,  and  yet  the  One  hundred  and 
ninth  maintained  its  ground. 

At  this  time  the  regiment  received  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  right,  and  the 
colonel,  supposing  the  fire  was  from  the  regiment  of  our  own  brigade  on  the 
right,  which  in  the  darkness  and  smoke  had  misdirected  its  fire,  dispatched  an 
officer  with  orders  to  stop  this  enfilading,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  en- 
tire corps  on  our  right,  including  the  regiments  of  our  brigade  had  fallen  back 
and  that  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  flanked  on  the  right  by  the  enemy, 
and  unsupported  on  the  left.  The  colonel  gave  the  order  to  fall  back,  and  all 
obeyed  the  order  except  a  few — more  rash  than  wise — who  attempted  to  ad- 
vance with  the  colors  ;  some  of  these  paid  the  penalty  of  serving  in  Libby  prison. 

This  battle  was  to  the  regiment  like  fire  to  silver — it  purged  it  of  its  dro-ss, 
and  purified  the  remainder  by  the  blood  of  their  dead  and  wounded  comrades 
and  their  own  tried  courage  and  patriotism. 

After  Cledar  or  Slaughter  Mountain,  Banks'  Corps  fell  back  to  Culpeper,  and 
from  there  was,  with  the  Army  of  Virginia,  withdrawn  behind  the  Eappahan- 
nock;  and  the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  with  other  commands,  for  a  week  or 
ten  days  were  engaged  in  guarding  the  fords  of  the  river,  repulsing  all  attempts 
of  the  enemy  to  cross.  They  were  then  withdrawn  across  Bull  run,  forming 
the  rear-guard  of  the  army,  destroying  an  immense  amount  of  ammunition, 
burning  wagon-trains  and  cars.  The  regiment  crossed  Bull  Run  September  1, 
1862. 

During  the  battle  of  Antietam,  the  regiment  was  not  actually  engaged,  but 
its  commanding  officer.  Colonel  Stainrook,  was  in  command  of  the  hrigade, 
which — with  the  exception  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth — was  actively  and 
severely  engaged.  Colonel  Stainrook  displayed,  as  he  did  in  every  battle,  great 
bravery  and  skill. 

After  the  battle  of  Antietam,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  crossed  the  Potomac 
into  Virginia,  passing  through  Frederick,  Maryland,  across  South  Mountain 
and  Antietam,  and  from  thence  to  Loudoun  Heights. 

Under  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  September,  the  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 
and  remained  in  Second  Brigade  until  November,  1862,  when  it  was  assigned 
to  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  and  stationed  on  Bol- 
ivar Heights,  and  remained  here  until  December  10,  1862. 

Receiving  orders  to  join  the  army  at  Fredericksburg,  passing  lihrough  Lees- 
burg  and  Fairfax  to  Dumfries,  Virginia,  where,  after  a  slight  skirmish,  they  re- 
turned to  Fairfax  Station,  on  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  the  One  hundred 
and  ninth  went  into  camp  until  January  17,  1863,  when  orders  were  received 
to  join  the  army  at  Fredericksburg,  making  the  march  to  Aquia  creek  over 
roads  which  would  ordinarily  be  considered  almost  impassable;  the  artillery  and 
wagons  sinking  to  the  hubs,  and  horses  and  mules  sometimes  almost  lost  to 
view  in  their  .struggle  to  draw  the  wagons  and  artillery  through  the  mud. 
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In  Apiil  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  Second  Brigade,  and  on  April  37,  1863, 
all  leaves  of  absence  and  farloughs  were  recalled,  and  orders  were  given  to 
march.  This  line  of  march  was  commenced  with  haversacks  and  five  days' 
rations,  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  knapsacks,  overcoats  and  extra  shoes; 
but  the  second  day's  march  found  overcoats  and  extra  shoes  lining  the  roads  or 
piled  in  great  heaps,  hundreds  of  tliem  being  burned  to  prevent  them  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  After  a  tiresome  march,  the  Twelfth 
Army  Corps  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelly's  Ford  and  the  Eapidan  at 
Germanna  Ford.  On  April  30, 1863,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Kegimenthad 
a  skirmish  with  the  pickets  of  .'\.nderson's  Division,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
The  Rappahannock  and  Kapidan  were  crossed  before  the  enemy  was  aware  of 
the  army's  presence. 

On  May  1,  1863,  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 
consisted  of  Twenty-ninth,  One  hundred  and  ninth.  One  hundred  and  eleventh, 
One  hundred  and  twenty- fourth,  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry  Volunteers.  This  brigade  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the  plank 
road,  and  ordered  to  make  trenches  and  erect  breastworks  which  they  did  with 
the  aid  of  bayonets  and  tin  plates.  The  One  hundred  and  ninth  had  but  one 
field  officer,  the  colonel.  On  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  on  the  left  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-fourth  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

On  the  morning  of  May  1  the  brigade  advanced  beyond  its  line  about  one 
and  a  quarter  miles,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  with  the  Thii-d  Brigade  on 
the  left,  and  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade  resting  on  the  plank  road.  In  this 
line  of  battle  they  advanced  through  a  dense  thicket  and  undergrowth  for  al- 
most one  mile,  when  the  brigade  passed  into  au  open  plain  and  received  a  brisk 
fire  from  a  battery  of  the  enemy  posted  in  a  wood.  This  attack  was  replied  to 
by  Knap's  Battery.  The  brigade  crossed  over  the  open  space  to  a  road  which 
passed  to  and  around  the  right  of  the  army  line,  u^jon  ground  considerably 
elevated  above  the  line  of  temporary  breastworks.  General  Kane,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  desired  making  a  stand,  deeming  the  position  an  important 
one,  commanding  the  right  of  the  line,  and  consequently  communicating  his 
views  to  General  Geary,  but  orders  were  received  by  him  to  cover  with  his 
command  the  withdrawal  of  the  division.  So  well  convinced  was  General 
Kane  of  the  importance  of  this  position,  and  so  anxious  was  he  to  give  the 
enemy  battle,  that  three  distinct  orders  were  received  before  he  retired. 
The  enemy,  seeing  our  troops  falling  back,  poured  into  them  rapid  volleys  of 
infantry  and  artillery  shot,  but  Kane's  Brigade  covered  the  withdrawal  in  a 
most  masterly  manner,  and — in  the  words  of  (Jeneral  Geary's  report — "pre- 
vented the  least  confusion  in  the  ranks  in  a  movement  always  requiring  great 
tact  and  delicacy,  united  with  firmness  of  will  and  purpose. ' '  Our  line  having 
been  regained,  a  line  of  skirmishers  was  sent  out  under  command  of  Colonel 
Stainrook,  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  supported  by  the  Second  Brigade, 
with  orders  to  iiscertain  the  exact  whereabouts  of  the  enemy  and  check  their 
advance.  This  brave  and  skilful  soldier  most  admirably  handled  this  line, 
and  advanced  until  superior  numbers  drove  him  in,  but  not  until  he  inflicted 
upon  them  severe  loss. 

During  the  night  the  earthworks  were  strengthened,  and — owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  intrenching  tools— sabre-bayonets,  tin  plates,  pieces  (jf  boards,  and 
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in  some  Rases  the  bare  liauds  were  used  to  scrape  up  the  dirt.  On  tlie  morning 
of  the  2d  indications  of  a  movement  of  the  enemy  were  visible,  Avhich  con- 
tinued during  the  day.  About  5  p.  m.  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  with  the 
Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  proceed  Ibrward  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road, 
and  after  advancing  about  two  liundred  yards  the  enemy's  fire  was  drawn  and 
our  advance  was  made  through  the  woods  under  a  severe  and  galling  fire. 
When  a  distance  of  some  five  hundred  yards  was  reached,  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  heavy  force,  but  in  a  short  time  orders 
were  received  to  fall  back  within  the  lines,  which  was  done  in  good  order. 

About  6  p.  m.,  May  2,  Stonewall  Jackson,  taking  advantage  of  the  un- 
guarded position  of  the  right,  passed  along  the  road  and,  falling  upon  the 
Eleventh  Corps,  drove  them  in  a  demoralized  condition  from  their  position, 
the  enemy  being  checked  only  hy  the  Twelfth  Corps  standing  firm.  During 
the  night  heavy  and  continuous  flriug  was  kept  up  along  the  front,  and  about 
8  o'clock  a.  m..  May  3,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  with  Second  Brigade,  was 
in  the  trenches,  exposed  to  a  terribly  raking  and  enfilading  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery.  At  the  same  time  attacks  ^veie  made  upon  front  and  flank  by  his 
infantry.  The  One  hundred  and  ninth,  with  Second  Brigade,  being  in  such 
an  exposed  position,  received  this  fire  with  most  damaging  efifect.  Some  of 
the  solid  shot  from  the  artillery  literally  scooped  the  line  of  the  One  hundred 
and  ninth,  but  they  maintained  their  position  without  wavering  until  ordered 
to  march  out  by  the  left  flank,  which  they  did  with  the  steady  march  of  troops 
on  parade,  and  this  without  a  field  officer.  After  marching  some  distance  to 
the  rear,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  ordered  to  again  take  position  in  the 
front,  and,  countermarching,  they  took  position  with  the  Second  Brigade  in  a 
line  of  defense  in  a  woods  to  the  north  of  the  Chancellorsville  House. 

On  May  4  orders  were  received  to  change  position  to  the  vicinity  of  the  head- 
(juarters  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps,  and  to  erect  and  strengthen 
breastworks.  During  this  and  the  following  day,  this  position  was  occupied. 
On  the  morning  of  May  6  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  crossed  the  Rappahan- 
nock at  United  States  Ford,  and  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  passed  into  hi.s- 
torj'.  This  was  one  of  the  most  brilliantly  conceived  campaigns  of  the  war, 
and  executed  to  a  certain  point  with  consummate  skill,  and  yet  a  most  impo- 
tent conclusion.  During  this  fight,  while  Colonel  Stainrook,  commanding  the 
One  hundred  and  ninth,  was  speaking  words  of  encouragement  to  his  men  and 
exposing  himself  to  great  danger,  a  ball  from  the  enemy  entered  his  breast  and 
with  a  few  words  he  fell  dead.  A  braver  soldier  never  lived;  a  truer  patriot 
never  breathed.  Had  he  lived  until  experience  developed  his  natural  ability, 
there  would  have  been  few  if  any  more  skilled  otficers  in  the  army.  General 
Geary,  in  an  otficial  report,  says,  "I  notice  the  death  of  Colonel  Stainrook,  of 
the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  who  gallantly  fell  while  encouraging  his  men.  A 
brave  and  accomplished  officer,  his  loss  is  one  over  which  I  cannot  but  express 
the  convictions  of  my  most  heartfelt  regret,"  Truth  compels  me  to  record  an 
incident  of  this  battle  which  occurred  at  the  time  of  the  colonel's  death.  The 
senior  captain,  with  a  number  of  the  men,  including  the  then  color-sergeant, 
ran  ignobly  from  the  field,  taking  with  them  the  colors  of  the  regiment.  They 
did  not  reappear  upon  the  field  until  the  fighting  was  over,  when  the  captain 
was  compelled  through  shame  to  resign,  and  the  color-sergeant  received  con- 
dign punishment  from  his  comrades,  suffered  disgrace,  and  had  the  colors  taken 
from  him.  This  does  not  disgrace  the  regiment  nor  the  brave  fellows  who  were 
not  participants  in  it;  but  it  only  makes  their  deeds  the  brighter. 
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The  One  hundred  and  ninth  returned  to  Aquia  creek  and  there  remained 
until  General  Lee  commenced  his  offensive-defensive  campaign  by  invading 
Pennsylvania. 

On  June  13,  1863,  commenced  the  pursuit  of  the  army  under  General  Lee, 
and  on  June  30  the  advance  of  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps  encountered  a  portion  of 
Lee's  army  near  Littlestown,  Pa.,  resulting  in  a  skirmish.  June  30  the  One 
hundred  and  ninth  encamped  at  Littlestown,  and  on  the  morning  of  July  1 
marched  to  the  Two  Taverns,  and  halted  Until  about  2.30  p.  m.  the  same  day, 
when  General  Geary,  commanding  the  division,  received  orders  to  march.  Tlie 
One  hundred  and  ninth  was  in  the  Second  Brigade  of  Geary's  Division,  the 
brigade  being  in  command  of  Colonel  Cobham. 

On  arriving  within  two  miles  of  Gettysburg  on  the  Baltimore  turnpike,  the 
One  hundred  and  ninth  vdth  the  Second  Brigade  was  halted  and  remained  until 
tlie  morning  of  July  3, 1863.  Although  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  within 
supporting  distance,  it  was  not  actively  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
o:i  July  1. 

In  the  history  of  the  United  States  the  first,  second  and  third  days  of  July, 
1863,  will  ever  stand  as  pivotal  days,  and  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  not  only  as 
a  pivotal  battle  of  the  rebellion,  but  as  having  the  most  important  bearing 
;ind  influence  upon  humanity  and  the  world's  history.  It  is  not  excelled,  if 
equaled,  by  any  human  event  since  the  world's  creation.  Every  event  helping 
to  make  up  the  great  historical  event  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  is  important, 
and  its  mention  is  justifiable. 

General  Geary,  after  placing  his  division  on  the  line  of  march  from  the  Two 
Taverns  on  the  Baltimore  turnpike,  with  two  staff  officers  rode  rapidly  ahead 
towards  Gettysburg,  and  arrived  at  Cemetery  Hill,  where  stood  General  Han- 
cock in  command  of  the  troops  then  on  the  field,  being  the  First  and  Eleventh 
Army  Corps.  General  Geary  dismounted  and  saluted  General  Hancock.  Gen- 
eral Hancock  said,  "General,  where  are  your  troops?"  and  General  Geary  re- 
plied that  two  brigades  of  his  division  were  then  advancing  on  the  Baltimore 
turnpike.  General  Hancock  then  said,  "Do  you  see  that  knoll  or  hill?"  point- 
ing to  Little  Eound  Top,  "that  is  the  key  to  this  position,  and  if  we  can  gain 
position  on  it  before  the  enemy,  we  can  form  a  line  and  fight  a  battle,  but  if 
the  enemy  secures  it  first,  we  will  be  compelled  to  fall  back  about  seven  miles 
to  Pipe  creek.  In  the  absence  ot  General  Slocum,  I  -will  order  you  to  take 
possession  of  that  hill. "  General  Geary  turned  to  one  of  his  staff,  an  officer  of 
the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  and  gave  orders  to  have  the  troo^is  with  one  bat- 
tery of  artillery  (Knap's)  leave  the  turnpike,  and  double-quick  diagonally 
across  the  fields  and  take  the  position.  Whei\  CJeiiry's  troops  arrived  some  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  \\ere  on  the  opposite  side.  The  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Fifth  <  )hio  took  position  on  Little  Round 
Top,  and  the  other  regiments  of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  to  their  right, 
and  to  the  left  of  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps.  About  5.30  a  large  body  of  in- 
fantry was  seen  advancing  on  tlie  Emmitsburg  road,  and  when  nearly  oppo- 
site the  position  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsyh-ania  and  Fifth 
Ohio,  went  into  hivouuc.  These  troops  were  discovered  1o  be  General  Sickles' 
Third  Army  Corps.  This  speedy  formation  of  tlie  left  of  the  line  to  Little 
Round  Top  frustrated  tlie  enemy's  design,  which  -would,  if  successful,  have 
proven  disastrous  to  the  entire  position. 

This  jjosition   wiis  maintained   until  7.3U   a.  in.,  on   July  2,  when   General 
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Sickles,  with  Third  Army  Corps,  relieved  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of 
Seooud  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps.  These  brigades  being  relieved  moved 
to  the  right  of  the  First  Army  Corps,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  One  hun- 
dred and  ninth  with  Second  Brigade.  The  Third  Brigade  was  formed  in  line, 
left  resting  on  the  right  of  First  Army  Corps,  at  nearly  a  right  angle  with  First 
Army  Corps,  on  a  steep  rock  mount  which  was  a  continuation  of  Cemetery 
Hill.  The  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  formed  with  its  left  on  the  right  of  the 
Third  Brigade,  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees  forward,  conforming  its 
line  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania 
on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania.  Breastworks  were 
immediately  thrown  up  along  the  entire  line.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out 
to  the  creek,  where  the  enemy's  pickets  were  encountered. 

During  July  2  very  little  fighting  was  done  on  the  right  of  the  line,  but 
about  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a  most  lierce  attack  on  the  left  and  center  of 
the  line.  Between  6.30  and  7  p.  m.  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  with  Second 
Brigade  and  First  Brigade  were  ordered  to  the  right  across  Rock  cieek,  as  was 
supposed  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the  left  and  center  of  the  line  which 
was  so  fiercely  attacked;  but  after  marching  a  long  distance  to  the  right,  and 
away  from  a  short  and  direct  line  to  the  point  needing  reinforcement,  the  One 
hundred  and  ninth  with  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  were  halted  on  the  Bal- 
timore turnpike,  with  the  left  of  the  line  resting  on  Rock  creek,  and  right  on 
the  turnpike. 

General  Greene  with  the  Third  Brigade  had  been  ordered  to  attenuate  liis 
line,  so  as  to  cover  the  entire  Twelfth  Corps  front;  the  enemy,  however,  dis- 
covering the  withdrawal  of  the  First  Division  from  the  extreme  right,  and  two 
brigades  of  the  Second  Division,  made  a  most  vigorous  and  furious  attack  upon 
<Jeneral  Greene;  his  front  and  right  were  attacked  before  he  had  succeeded  in 
occupying  the  Second  Division  entrenchments,  and  the  enemy  succeeded  in  oc- 
cupying the  entrenchments  evacuated  by  the  First  Division. 

The  enemy  seemed  desperately  determined  to  roll  up  General  Greene's  little 
brigade,  and  occupy  the  entire  entrenchment  of  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  and 
thus  secure  the  vantage-ground  of  the  right  of  our  army  line.  But  General 
Greene  and  his  little  command  were  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  with  the  most 
determined  courage  and  gallantry,  during  an  incessant  attack  of  two  and  a 
half  hours  from  vastly  superior  numbers,  repelled  four  separate  and  furious 
charges,  without  losing  a  foot  of  ground. 

The  First  and  Eleventh  Corps  sent  the  gallant  old  general  support.  The 
enemy,  meeting  this  determined  resistance,  discontinued  their  attack  about 
10  p.  m.,  July  2.  The  One  hundred  and  ninth  with  the  Second  and  First 
Brigades  had  continued  in  position  on  the  turnpike  and  Rock  creek  from  7.30 
until  9  p.  m.,  when  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  with  the  Second  Brigade  was 
ordered  to  return  to  its  original  position.  On  entering  the  woods,  and  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  breastworks,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  and  Second 
Brigade  was  met  by  a  sharp  fire.  Without  replying  the  brigade  was  with- 
drawn to  the  turnpike  in  the  rear  of,  and  past  General  Greene's  right,  where  it 
was  again  met  with  a  volley,  showing  conclusively  that  the  enemy  was  occu- 
pying the  entrenchments  to  the  right  of  Greene. 

During  General  Greene's  engagement  with  the  enemy  to  meet  the  attack  on 
his  flank,  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York,  which  held  the  right 
•of  his  brigade,  changed  front,  forming  a  right  angle  to  the  rifle-pits,  thus  cov- 
ering the  right  of  the  entire  brigade. 
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It  being  injudicious  to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  night  in  theif  new  position, 
the  One  hundred  and  thiity-seventh  New  York  was  relieved,  and  the  Second 
Brigade  was  formed  in  double  lino  at  right  angles  with  the  Third  Brigade,  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  taking  position  with  its  left  resting 
on  the  Third  Brigade,  and  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  on  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania's  right. 

Between  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  and  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania  and  the  enemy  in  their  front,  was  a  shallow  ravine. 
Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  July  3,  the  First  Brigade  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania,  and  in  ex- 
tension of  the  line  of  One  hundred  and  ninth  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh, 
the  brigade's  right  extending  almost  to  the  turnpike.  General  Geary,  by  a 
staff  officer  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  reported  the  situation  to  General 
Slocum,  and  on  July  3,  between  1  and  2  o'clock  a.  m.  had  posted  in  position 
opposite  the  center  of  the  line  of  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  and  slightly  to  the 
right  of  the  Second  Division's  right,  so  as  to  command  the  ravine  formed  by 
Rock  creek,  six  twelve-pounder  pieces  of  "F"  Battery,  Fourth  United  States 
Artillery  .four  twelve-pounder  pieces  "  K  "  Battery,  Fifth  United  States  Artilleiy, 
and  six  guns  of  a  Maryland  Battery.  Lockwood's  Brigade,  composed  of  the 
First  Eastern  Shore  Maryland  Regiment,  and  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
New  York,  was  placed  in  a  position  to  support  the  artillery.  About  3.30  a. 
m.,  July  3,  the  artillery  opened  from  every  gun  a  most  furious  fire,  and  con- 
tinued without  iuterruption  between  ten  and  fifteen  minutes.  At  the  same 
time  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania,  with  infantry  of  the  Second 
and  Third  Brigades,  made  a  most  furious  attack. 

This  tremendous  assault  of  infantry  and  artillery  at  first  seemed  to  stagger 
the  enemy,  but  they  soon  rallied  and  with  three  divisions,  Johnson's,  Rodes' 
and  Early's,  charged  heavily  on  our  front  and  right,  yelling  in  their  peculiar 
style.  They  were  met  at  every  point  by  the  unswerving  line  and  deadly  fire 
of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  and  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  these  troops 
not  yielding  an  inch  of  ground;  line  after  line  of  the  enemy  broke  under  the 
steady  fire,  but  the  pressing  masses  from  behind  rushed  forward  to  take  their 
places.  After  from  twenty  minutes  to  a  half  hour  the  artillery  again  opened 
fire  with  shell,  and  continued  rapidly  without  ceasing  i'nr  fifteen  minutes,  the 
infantry  firing  continuing.  At  about  5  a.  m.,  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
charged  and  carried  a  .stone  wall  occupied  by  the  enemy.  About  8  a.  m.  the 
enemy  redoubled  their  efforts,  massing  all  their  forces  with  the  intention  of 
carrying  the  position  at  all  hazards,  so  that  they  could  take  the  Baltimore 
turnpike.  General  Slocum,  fearing  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemv 
might  prove  too  much  for  the  Second  Division  of  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps  se- 
cured reinforcements  from  the  Sixth  and  First  Army  Corps.  These  reinforce- 
ments were  not  however  called  iuto  actiye  .scrxice,  except  ii  part  of  Shaler's 
Brigade. 

About  10.25  a.  m.,  two  brigades  of  Johnson's  Division  having  formed  in  col- 
umn by  regiments,  charged  upon  the  right  occupied  by  the  One  hundred  and 
ninth  and  Second  Brigade.  General  Geary,  in  an  officiul  report,  says  of  the 
charge  ; 

They  met  the  determined  men  of  Kane's  Jittlo  brigade,  which,  though  only  six  hun- 
dred and  flftj-  strong,  poured  into  them  so  continuous  a  Are  that  when  within  seventy 
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paces,  their  columns  wavered  and  soon  broke  to  the  rear.  This  was  the  last  charge ; 
as  they  fell  back  our  troops  rushed  forward,  driving  the  rebels  In  confusion  over  the 
entrenchments,  and  ending  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  obtain  possession  of  the  right 
of  the  line  and  the  Baltimore  turnpike.  The  enemy's  loss  was  very  severe,  as  nine 
hundred  were  buried  by  our  troops  In  front  of  the  line  of  the  Second  Division,  Twelfth 
Army  Corps. 

At  t0.30  a.  m.,  July  3,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  relieved  and  marched 
out,  taking  position  near  the  Baltimore  turnpike,  where  they  remained  until 
10.30  p.m.  They  then  returned  to  the  position,  on  right  of  the  Third  Bri- 
gade, which  they  first  occupied  iu  the  breastworks.  General  Geary,  in  an 
official  report,  says  of  the  Second  Brigade,  "It  sustains  the  most  excellent 
reputation  as  ahigh-toned  brigade."  They  retained  this  position  in  the  breast- 
works until  the  morning  of  July  4,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  withdrawn  and  was  retreating. 

On  July  5,  the  entire  army  was  in  pureuit  of  General  Lee,  and  after  crossing 
South  Mountain,  on  July  12  found  him  occupying  a  position  on  the  heights  of 
Marsh  run  in  front  of  Williamsport.  The  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army 
Corps,  of  which  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  a  part,  held  the  extreme  left 
of  our  army  line,  which  place  was  directly  opposite  the  right  of  General  Lee's 
army  facing  us  in  front  of  Williamsport.  The  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army 
Corps,  took  position  about  12  o'clock  m.  on  July  12,  and  pickets  were  ordered 
-bo  be  thrown  out ;  Captain  Ralston  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  division  picket-line.  One  of  General  Geary's  staff  officers,  an  of- 
ficer of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  requested  the  privilege  of  passing  outside 
of  the  picket  line  on  reconnaissance,  and  with  one  orderly  passed  on  the  road  to 
the  left  of  the  line  leading  to  "Williamsport.  When  a  considerable  distance 
inside  of  the  enemy's  vidette  line,  he  called  at  a  farm  house  not  far  from  the 
road,  and  inquired  whether  any  Confederates  had  been  there,  and  was  ans- 
wered, yes,  several  officers  had  taken  dinner  there  but  a  short  time  before,  and 
that  not  far  from  the  road  a  short  distance  further  on,  "a  field  was  full  of 
cannon."  In  this  field  the  enemy  had  massed  their  artillery  before  crossing 
the  river.  Here  was  General  Lee  with  the  swollen  waters  of  the  Potomac  in 
his  rear,  and  without  means  of  crossing  his  artillery,  pontoons  having  been 
swept  awav.  And  here  defeat  must  cause  the  surrender  of  his  entire  army. 
The  staff  officer  returned  to  division  headquarters,  and  reported  what  he  had 
heard  to  General  Geary,  and  General  Geary,  accompanied  by  this  staff  officer, 
reported  to  General  Slocnm,  commanding  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps.  When 
General  Slocum  had  heard  the  staff  officer's  statement  he  said  "Geary,  take 
your  division,  make  an  advance  and  feel  the  enemy."  As  Geary  was  about 
to  leave  General  Slocum's  quarters  to  carry  out  this  order,  a  staff  officer  from 
General  Meade  reported  to  General  Slocum,  with  General  Meade's  compliments, 
that  General  Meade  would  hold  a  council  of  war.  General  Slocum  then  said 
to  General  Geary,  "  Don't  make  any  movement  until  I  return  from  General 
Meade."  No  advance  was  made  until  July  1-1,  when  General  Lee  had  con- 
structed a  pontoon  bridge  of  lumber  collected  from  canal  boats  and  the  ruins  of 
wooden  houses.  The  advance  on  July  14  was  a  failure,  as  the  last  of  General 
Lee's  army  had  crossed  when  we  arrived  at  the  river. 

After  this  the  line  of  march  was  taken  for  Catlett's  Station,  Virginia,  where 
the  One  hundred  and  ninth  regiment  arrived  July  29,  having  marched  from 
Gettysburg,  since  July  5,  two  hundred  and  four  miles.  The  regiment  remained 
at  Catlett's  Station  until  August  5,  and   from  August  5  until  September  18 
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it  was  on  duty  along  the  Kapidan,  and  from  September  18  nntil  September  28 
it  was  on  duty  near  Brandy  Station,  Virginia. 

On  September  28  the  regiment  was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  with  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps  and  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  under 
General  Hooker,  ordered  west  to  the  relief  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  and 
reached  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  October  6,  and  operated  against  Confederate 
cavalry  from  Nashville  to  Murfreesboro.  During  this  time  the  Confederates 
held  possession  of  the  east  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river  from  Chattanooga  to 
below  Kelley's  Ferry,  holding  both  Brown's  Ferry  and  Kelley's  Ferry,  and  pre- 
venting the  furnishing  of  supplies  to  the  army  at  Chattanooga  by  the  Tennes- 
see river.  To  supply  the  army  at  Chattanooga  was  becoming  difficult  and 
almost  impossible,  and  the  opening  of  the  Tennessee  river  became  a  necessity. 

October  25,  the  regiment  was  ordered  from  Stevenson,  Alabama,  to  the  front. 
They  arrived  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  October  27,  crossing  the  Tennessee  river, 
and  struck  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad  near  Lookout  Mountain.  At 
about  5  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  October  28,  they  camped  in  "Wauhatchie 
Valley.  The  Eleventh  Army  Corps  encamped  about  three  miles  in  advance, 
near  Brown's  Ferry.  The  troops  encamped  in  "Wauhatchie  Valley,  near  Look- 
out Mountain,  consisted  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  One 
hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  four  guns  of  Knap's  Battery. 

The  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  posted  on  picket.  About 
11.30  p.  m.  the  pickets  were  partly  driven  and  the  troops  were  at  once 
placed  in  line.  The  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on 
the  right,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  left 
of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh,  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New 
York  on  the  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
the  Seventy-eighth  New  York  on  the  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh 
New  York,  and  the  four  guns  of  Knap's  Battery  were  placed  in  the  rear  of  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  and  One  hundred  and  ninth  on  rising  ground,  so  as 
to  fire  over  the  infantry  and  be  supported. 

The  firing  on  the  pickets  at  11.30  proved  to  be  a  feint,  and  the  troops  lay 
upon  their  arms.  At  11.45  ]).  ra.,  on  October  28,  the  enemy  charged,  firing 
with  tremendous  fury,  driving  in  the  pickets,  and  then  commenced  one  ot  the 
most  furious  and  important  battle.s  of  the  war.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
was  then  on  short  rations,  and  supplies  were  impossible  except  by  the  Tennes- 
see river.  These  fourteen  hundred  troops  of  the  Second  Division,  Twelfth 
Army  Corps,  covered  Kelley's  Ferry.  This  must  be  maintained  or  the  enemy 
would  command  the  Tennessee  river.  From  three  to  five  thousand  of  Stone- 
wall Jackson's  old  troops  were  thrown  against  us  for  the  purpose  of  either 
capturing  our  little  command,  or  annihilating  it,  and  gaining  possession  of 
Kelley's  Ferry.  They  poured  into  us  three  concentrated  fires,  from  front  and 
right  and  left  flanks,  but  this  little  band  of  brave  and  tried  Army  of  the 
Potomac  troops  fmiglit  with  steady  and  determined  desperation,  not  giving  way 
a  single  foot.  The  One  hundred  and  ninth  fought  without  a  field  officer,  under 
the  command  of  a  captain,  but  every  man  realized  the  importance  of  the  fight 
and  his  own  individual  importaneo,  where  so  i'ew  were  fighting  against  so 
many. 
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From  12.30  to  3.30  o'clock,  this  desperate  fight  continued.  At  one  time  it 
■did  appear  as  though  the  enemy  would  gain  the  rear  of  our  right  and  capture 
the  guns  of  our  hatterj'',  but  by  a  most  timely  movement,  one  piece  was  thrown 
across  the  road  on  the  right,  which  gave  the  enemy  a  raking  fire  and  saved  the 
flank.  As  the  guns  of  the  battery  flashed  the  enemy  would  pour  such  a  deadly 
fire  into  them  that  both  commissioned  officers  were  killed,  twenty-four  of  the 
men  out  of  forty-eight  were  killed  or  wounded,  aud  thirty-seven  of  the  forty- 
eight  horses  were  killed.  At  the  end  of  three  hours  the  enemy  retired,  leaving 
in  our  hands  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  killed,  including  six  commissioned 
officers  aud  fifty-two  wounded,  including  three  officers,  making  the  enemy's  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded,  according  to  the  statistics  of  most  battle-fields,  about 
one  thousand.  In  the  fight  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  added  another  page  of 
honor  to  its  history,  of  which  every  man  engaged  in  this  battle  might  feel  justly 
proud.     General  Geary,  in  an  official  report,  says: 

The  enemy  precipitately  burled  their  main  body  without  skirmishers  upon  the  left 
where  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  two  left  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania met  them  with  intense  and  well-directed  Are.  And  the  actual  fighting  through- 
out the  battle  was  sustained,  in  conjunction  with  the  artillery,by  the  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  New  York,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania,  the  One  hundred 
and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  and  a  portion  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania,  number- 
ing eight  hundred  and  fifty  officers  and  men. 

General  Geary  further  says  of  the  conduct  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  and  One  hundred 
and  eleventh  Pennsylvania,  in  sustaining  the  brunt  of  the  battle  : 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly,  they  acquitted  themselves  in  a  manner  deserving  all  the 
oomraendation  that  a  commander  can  bestow  upon  them,  and  which  I  take  pleasure  in 
mentioning  officially. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  the  Second  Division,  Twelfth 
Army  Corps,  maintained  a  line  extending  from  the  confluence  of  Lookout  creek 
and  the  Tennessee  river  on  the  left  to  the  top  of  Raccoon  Mountain  on  the  right. 

On  the  morning  of  November  24,  1863,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Seventy-eighth  New  York  were  placed  on  the  right  of  these  defenses, 
while  the  balance  of  the  division  was  withdrawn  to  charge  Lookout  Mountain. 
Although  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  was  not  actively  engaged 
in  the  fight,  its  position  in  reserve  was  exceedingly  important,  and  the  War 
Department  authorized  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge  aud 
Ringgold  inscribed  upon  the  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers.  These  battles  therefore  become  a  part  and  parcel  of  the 
history  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth. 

About  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  November  24,  1863,  the  Second  Division, 
Twelfth  Army  Corps,  with  some  other  troops  temporarily  assigned,  under  the 
command  of  General  Geary,  crossed  the  railroad  at  "VVauhatchie  Junction  and 
marched  to  a  point  about  two  and  one-half  miles  up  Lookout  creek,  and  here 
the  entire  command  massed  behind  a  hill  which  eifectually  secured  it  from  view 
from  the  mountain.  Throwing  a  bridge  across  the  creek  at  this  point,  the 
skirmishers  and  picket-line  crossed,  surprised  and  captured  the  enemy's  picket- 
line  without  firing  ;  forty-two  pickets  were  captured. 

Four  pieces  of  light  artillery,  twelve-pounders,  were  placed  on  Bald  Hill  near 
the  junction  of  the  creek  and  river,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  on  a  hill  oppo- 
site Lookout  Point  and  behind  Bald  Hill.  Two  pieces  of  twenty-pounder  Parrotts 
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were  placed  in  the  gap  to  the  right  and  one  section  of  howitzers  commanded 
the  approach  to  the  lower  bridge,  and  four  pieces  of  Knap's  Battery  were  posted 
on  an  eminence  to  the  left  of  Kelley's  Ferry  road  from  which  it  commanded  tlie 
sides  of  Lookout. 

About  8.30  o'clock,  the  entire  column  commenced  to  cross  the  bridge.  The 
Second  Brigade  in  advance  moved  rapidly  up  the  hill-slope  by  the  right  flank 
in  a  direct  line  from  the  crossing  to  the  wall  of  the  crest  ;  the  Third  Brigade 
followed  and  joined  the  Second  Brigade's  left.  General  Whitaker's  Brigade 
crossed,  followed  by  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps.  The 
line  of  battle  as  formed,  faced  to  the  front,  was  Second  Brigade  with  One  hun- 
dred and  eleventh  and  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  on  the  right ;  Third  Brigade 
with  four  regiments  in  the  center  ;  First  Brigade  on  the  left  in  echelon  with 
Sixty-sixth  Ohio  and  three  companies  of  Fifth  Ohio  in  reserve.  This  constituted 
the  front,  covering  the  slopes  from  the  crest  of  the  mound  to  I.ookout  creek. 
The  Eighth  Kentucky,  Thirty-fifth  Indiana,  Ninety-ninth  and  Fortieth  Ohio- 
respectively,  in  order  from  the  right  of  Whitaker's  Brigade,  formed  the  second 
line  in  support,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  rear  of  the  front 
line,  his  right  resting  opposite  Second  Brigade's  center ;  about  one  hundred 
yards  in  the  rearofthesupporting  line  were  the  Ninety-sixth  Illinois  and  Fifty- 
first  Ohio,  also  of  "Whitaker's  Brigade.  This  formation  and  distances  were 
maintained  until  the  farthest  point  gained  on  the  mountain.  A  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers  had  been  advanced  and  covered  the  entire  front  through  the  day's 
movements,  and  the  flanks  were  kept  so  intact  that  the  supporting  line  was  per- 
fectly secure,  excepting  from  sharpshooters  on  the  crest. 

About  9  o'clock  the  whole  line  moved  forward,  the  right,  held  by  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Pennsylvania,  kept  in  close  contact  with  the  ragged  precipice  of  the  sum- 
mit ;  the  left  was  instructed  to  govern  its  movements  by  those  of  the  front  line 
on  the  right,  the  extreme  left  resting  near  the  creek,  the  guide  being  the  upper 
curvature  of  the  mountain.  The  movement  was  q  uite  rapid  over  the  steep  sides 
of  the  mountain  which  sloped  at  nearly  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  breaking 
into  numerous  successive  ravines  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  feet  in  depth,  over- 
come by  clambering  almost  perpendicular  ascents  and  descents.  When  the  right 
and  center  had  progressed  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  the  enemy's  picket* 
were  encountered  and  driven  back  upon  their  main  advance  body,  a  mile  beyond 
a  part  of  a  series  of  fortifications,  rugged  nature  and  artificial,  occupied  by  a 
brigade  of  the  enemy.  With  fixed  bayonets  our  troops  charged  at  double-quick 
over  all  obstructions,  regardless  of  the  active  work  of  the  sharpshooters  in  the 
gorges  and  from  the  crest  and  the  heavy  musketry  in  front,  and  with  wild  en- 
thusiasm made  a  sudden  and  vigorous  assault.  The  Third  Brigade  and  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania,  closing  in  with  the  enemy,  and  tlio 
Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  on  the  right,  hurled  themselves  upon  their  flank 
with  furious  effect.  The  enemy  offered  a  sturdy  but  brief  resistance,  and  soon 
yielded  and  threw  down  their  arms.  This  was  the  first  success  in  the  charge 
upon  Lookout  Mountain.  Many  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded,  and 
the  balance  of  the  brigade  were  taken  prisoners,  with  small  arms,  camp  equip, 
age  and  four  rebel  flags  captured  by  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and 
Sixtieth  New  York  regiments.  The  prisoners  were  sent  to  the  rear  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  General  Whitaker's  command. 

The  command,  without  halting  upon  the  site  of  the  victory,  pressed  eao-eilv 
forward  in  orii^nal   formation.     Many  were  the  obstructions  now  surmoirnted 
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at  every  step,  ravines,  precipices,  immense  boulders,  abatis,  slasbings  and 
carel'ully-coustructed  works.  Keeping  tlie  right  firm  against  the  barrier  of  the 
mountain  top,  the  right,  having  the  shorter  line,  made  more  advance  with  less 
marching  than  the  balance  of  the  line. 

Before  reaching  the  next  line  of  the  enemy,  the  right  of  the  line  encountered 
the  almost  perpendicular  pyramid  of  Lookout  Point,  the  line  being  obliqued 
to  the  right  so  as  to  keep  the  rock  for  the  right  to  rest  upon.  This  brought  the 
line  to  the  most  elevated  accessible  point  of  the  mountain,  short  of  the  most 
elevated  peak.  At  this  point  a  rebel  regiment  was  observed  making  a  hasty 
descent  through  a  pass  from  the  westerly  cre^t  upon  our  flank.  The  Twenty- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  changed  front  to  rear  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  entire 
rebel  regiment  and  thus  counteracted  this  flank  movement  of  the  enemy.  At 
this  time  our  artillery  opened  upon  the  enemy's  fortifications,  the  missiles  fly- 
ing over  our  troops  into  their  lines.  The  artillery  ceased  and  the  Third  Bri- 
gade and  left  of  the  Second  Brigade  charged  the  fortifications,  who  offered  a 
stout  resistance,  but  the  Third  Brigade  pressed  them  hotly  while  the  right  of 
the  Second  poured  in  its  flanking  flre  with  such  vigor  that  the  enemy  sullenly 
fell  back  from  work  to  work  until  they  were  driven  from  each  .strong  lodge- 
ment. 

During  this  time  the  enemy  opened  with  three  pieces  of  light  artillery  from 
the  crest  and  for  twenty  minutes  made  every  effort  to  enfilade  our  lines,  but 
their  guns  could  not  be  sufSciently  depressed  to  reach  our  ranks,  and  their  mis- 
siles hurst  with  trivial  effect  over  the  heads  of  the  First  Brigade,  which,  unseen 
by  the  enemy,  was  sweeping  up  the  rough  declivity  just  below  the  plateau. 
Being  bafiled  with  their  artillery  they  hurled  shell  and  hand  grenades  from 
the  cliffs,  but  our  lines  moved  so  rapidly  that  they  were  mostly  ineffective. 
Our  lines  still  pressed  on,  pushing  the  enemy  with  such  vigar  that  they  could- 
not  recover,  and  their  front  wavered  more  and  more  each  stand,  until  their  fall- 
ing back  became  a  flight. 

This  was  about  13  o'clock  noon.  The  Second  Brigade  advanced  about  eight 
hundred  yards  around  the  point  so  as  to  command  the  enemy's  flank  and  pro- 
tect our  own.  At  this  point  the  brigade  passed  the  mountain  side  at  almost  a 
perpendicular  angle,  and  when  the  brigade's  right  reached  the  desired  point, 
their  column  was  closed  up,  and  with  backs  firm  against  the  acclivity,  presented 
a  front  tovrard  Chattanooga  creek.  At  the  same  time  the  Third  Brigade 
charged  through  the  Peach  Orchard  taking  the  works  encircling  it  and  driving 
the  enemy  from  a  stone  wall  parallel  with  our  line.  The  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  and  Sixtieth  New  York  dashed  through  the  yard  of  the  ' '  "White 
House,"  where  the  enemy  had  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  position,  capturing 
them  and  their  gunners,  throwing  the  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York  on  the  guns  as  token  of  capture. 

Our  troops  were  fired  with  enthusiasm  and  on  they  went  over  the  successive 
belts  of  ramparts  inclosing  the  level  area  which  the  rebels  reluctantly  yielded. 
"We  had  progressed  about  five  hundred  yards  beyond  the  "  "White  House  "  with 
our  right,  and  in  front  of  the  mountain  road,  when  the  routed  rebels  rallied 
upon  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  three  brigades  being  covered  by  the  woods 
and  rocks.  Our  men  were  imbued  with  irresistible  ardor  and  vigorously  en- 
gaged them.  "Whitaker's  Brigade  was  halted  at  the  stone  wall  of  the  "  "White 
House  "  and  several  of  his  regiments  were  formed  about  two  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear  and  left  of  it.     A  part  of  one  of  his  regiments  moved  up  to  the  support 
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of  the  left  of  the  line  but  was  soon  withdrawn.  The  enemy  made  several 
charges  and  were  as  often  driven  bade  to  their  original  line.  While  the  Third 
Brigade  combatted  the  massed  forces  in  front,  the  Second  Brigade  opened  an 
oblique  fire  on  the  enemy's  flank  which  enfiladed  their  lines  and  made  their 
situation  untenable.  The  impenetrable  fog,  which  had  for  some  time  lingered 
above,  now  settled  down  upon  and  below  the  Third  Brigade  and  it  became  im- 
possible to  direct  fire  upon  the  enemy  unseen  without  endangering  our  own 
men  ;  the  fog  prevailed  during  the  balance  of  the  day.  The  left  of  our  line  was 
still  striving  for  the  old  road  leading  fro;n  the  mountain  into  Chattanooga  Val- 
ley, when,  at  13.30,  an  order  from  General  Hooker  commanded  a  lialt  along  the 
crest.  "We  had  gone  already  beyond  the  intended  point.  The  ground  occupied 
by  our  line  was  very  abrupt.  The  Second  Brigade  flag  floated  from  the  highest 
point  yet  gained  on  the  24th.  The  officers  and  men  manifested  an  eagerness 
to  go  forward.  At  about  1  o'clock  the  enemy  made  an  assault  in  force  upon 
our  left,  but  oar  men  stood  firm  and  soon  forced  the  enemy  back  to  cover. 
From  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  of  the  24th,  and  during  the  afternoon,  night  and  early 
morning  of  the  25th,  the  Second  Division  was  relieved  at  different  times  by 
Colonel  Grose's  Brigade,  General  "Whitaker's  Brigade  and  General  Carlin's 
Brigade.  During  the  night  of  the  24th  and  morning  of  the  25th  but  little  fir- 
ing was  done,  but  the  men  suffered  considerably  from  cold.  Before  daylight 
of  the  25th  General  Geary  gave  orders  for  small  reconnoitering  parties  to  gain 
the  summit  with  ladders  and  plant  the  colors  on  top  had  the  enemy  evacuated. 
The  colors  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky  ascended  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  ridge 
and  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  on  the  western.  They  stood  upon  the 
summit  about  the  same  time,  but  the  Eighth  Kentucky  having  the  shorter  line 
was  the  first  to  unfurl  the  flag  from  the  gigantic  cliffs,  but  almost  the  same  in- 
stant the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  unfurled  their  flag  and  the  "  white  star, ' ' 
tlie  symbol  of  the  division  which  carried  Lookout  Mountain.  The  enemy  had 
evacuated,  and  from  ten  thousand  throats  burst  forth  the  Avildest  shouts  of 
patriotic  enthusiasm,  Tlie  victory  was  complete  and  without  measure  in  it,s- 
importance. 

At  shortly  after  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  pursuant  to  orders 
from  General  Hooker,  the  Second  Division,  preceded  by  Osterhaus'  and  Cruffc's 
Divisions,  marched  down  the  mountain  toward  Mission  Ridge,  upon  the  left  of 
which  the  rebel  troops  withdrawn  from  Lo^kout  and  Chattanooga  Valley  had 
been  placed  in  position  in  extension  of  the  entire  rebel  line.  Our  troops  de- 
scended into  Chattanooga  Valley  taking  the  rebel  route.  The  enemy  disputed 
the  advance  of  the  column  with  artillery  for  a  short  time,  but  was  driven  back 
and  one  of  their  guns  captured.  At  about  I!  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  our  column 
turned  to  the  left  and  followed  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 

Osterhaus  moved  down  the  eastern  base  and  Cruft  was  getting  a  foothold  to 
sweep  along  the  crest  lino,  when  oui-  division  advanced  along  the  western  base 
with  five  batteries  and  j)araUel  to  the  enemy's  ffont  and  toward  their  right. 
The  First  and  Second  Brigades  were  pushed  forward  along  the  base  and  the 
Third  Brigade  in  support  of  the  artillery  opened  a  battery  on  the  enemy's  flank 
and  rear,  compelling  them  to  fall  back  ;  at  the  same  time  continuing  a  brisk 
artillery  fire  upon  them.  The  division  was  then  formed  in  column  of  brio-ade» 
with  the  I'^irst  Brigade  in  front  and  the  Second  Brigade  in  second  line,  Thev 
scaled  the  craggy  sides  of  the  ridge,  moving  obliquely  to  effect  a. junction  with 
the  right  of  General  Palmer's  Fourteenth  Corps.     The  rebel  retreat  at  this  time 
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had  fairly  started,  and  our  effort  was  made  to  cut  them  off  The  descent  of 
the  ridge  was  a  difficult  -work,  but  was  accomplished  in  good  order  amid  shouts 
and  cheers.  As  our  line  of  battle  gained  the  summit  Johnson's  Division  of 
the  Fourteenth  Corps  attained  the  adjoining  cliff  on  the  left.  At  fi  p.  m.  our 
junction  was  complete  and  the  left  of  the  ridge  was  ours. 

The  balance  of  the  armj'  was  successful  and  the  entire  range  was  taken  from 
the  enemy.  Pursuant  to  orders  we  descended  to  the  western  base  of  the  ridge 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  the  enemy's  winter  quarters.  Several  hundred 
prisonere  were  taken. 

At  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  under  orders  from  General  Hooker, 
our  division  marched  through  Eossville  Gap,  following  the  line  of  retreat  of 
the  left  of  the  enemy's  army  on  the  road  to  Graysville.  The  main  body  of  the 
enemy  retreated  rapidly.  Our  division  having  passed  Pea  Vine  creek  and 
C'hickamauga  swamp  at  10  p.  m.  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  forces 
OH  Pigeon  Hill.  Osterhaus'  advance  commenced  skirmishing  ;  our  First  Bri- 
gade was  hastily  moved  to  the  front,  doubled  on  Osterhaus'  column,  and  formed 
in  line  at  right  angles  with  the  Ringgold  road.  The  Second  Brigade  was  drawn 
up  in  line  in  an  open  field  about  three  hundred  yards  to  the  rear.  Skirmishers 
were  immediately  tin-own  to  the  front,  scaled  the  hills  and  drove  the  rebel  rear 
guard  from  the  ridge.  Our  division  was  within  four  miles  of  Ringgold.  We 
bivouacked  for  the  night  at  the  foot  of  Pigeon  Hills. 

At  daylight  on  the  27th  we  marched  from  bivouac,  in  rear  of  Osterhaus' 
Division.  At  8  o'clock  we  marched  rapidly  through  the  town  of  Ringgold 
under  a  musketry  tire  from  the  ridge  beyond.  A  short  distance  beyond,  the 
Western  and  Atlantic  railroad  ran  through  a  gap  in  Taylor's  Ridge,  running 
in  the  same  general  direction  as  Mission  Ridge;  through  this  gap  the  whole  of 
Bragg's  retreating  army  had  passed  towards  Daltou  uj)  to  the  time  of  our  ar- 
rival, leaving  one  division  in  position  on  the  ridge  to  dispute  our  passage.  \t 
7.30,  Osterhaus,  in  advance,  had  formed  his  line  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  as- 
saulted the  ridge  under  severe  fire  from  the  enemy.  About  8  o'clock  our  First 
Brigade  passed  to  the  left  to  scale  the  mountain  and  if  possible  gain  the  sum- 
mit, attack  the  enemj'  in  ilank  and  chaige  with  vigor  along  the  ridge.  The 
brigade  was  Ibrmed  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  gap  parallel  with 
the  railroad  in  two  lines  \\i  echelon ;  the  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  and  Twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  in  front,  and  the  Seventh  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  one  hundred  yards  in  rear.  The  movements  were  made 
with  rapidity,  passing  across  a  large  open  field  to  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  under 
a  severe  fire  from  the  summit.  The  two  lines  were  here  deployed  into  a  single 
line  of  battle,  throwing  the  Seventh  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  on  the  left.  About  five  hundred  feet  above  was  the  enemy  pour- 
in"  down  a  rapid  deadly  fire.  The  brigade  steadily  ascended  the  steep  sides 
of  the  hill.  Our  fire  was  withheld  until  about  half  way  up,  when  the  whole 
line  opened  upon  the  enemy  on  the  summit  and  pressed  on. 

The  Seventh  Ohio  on  the  right  of  the  regiment  on  the  extreme  left  was  com- 
pelled to  move  through  a  ravine.  The  enemy  massed  at  this  point,  and  poured 
into  this  regiment  a  most  deadly  enfilading  fire;  it  received  and  returned  it 
unflinchingly  and  pressed  on  until  within  twenty-five  yards  of  the  summit^ 
but  the  enemy,  strongly  reinforced,  was  overpoweringly  superior,  with  advan- 
tage of  position.  The  regiment,  having  lost  its  gallant  colonel,  and  twelve  out 
of  its  thirteen  officers  and  nearly  one-half  its  men,  was  retired.     The  One  hun- 
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dred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  on  the  extreme  left  gained  a  position 
near  the  top,  but  both  flanks  of  this  regiment  were  endangered  by  the  falling 
back  of  the  Seventh  Ohio.  The  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Sixty-sixth 
Ohio,  well  protected  ou  the  right,  held  their  ground  about  forty  yards  below 
the  crest  line,  and  engaged  the  enemy,  but,  owing  to  the  overpowering  strength 
of  the  enemy,  they  could  not  advance  and  were  ordered  to  form  on  the  line 
below.  These  brave  troops  had  contended  for  two  and  one-half  hours  against 
overwhelming  numbers  and  against  the  enemy  in  almost  impregnable  position. 

As  soou  as  the  First  Brigade  was  moved  to  the  rear  and  left,  the  Second 
Brigade  was  brought  up  and  massed  behind  a  large  stone  depot  on  the  coniines 
of  the  town,  toward  the  ridge.  The  Third  Brigade  was  halted  in  reserve  four 
hundred  yards  in  the  rear  in  the  main  street  of  Einggold. 

The  Second  Brigade  had  remained  but  a  few  minutes  under  shelter,  when 
the  enemy  with  artillery  and  musketry  was  pressing  back  some  of  Osterhaus' 
regiments  on  the  right.  The  Second  Brigade  moved  to  his  support  on  the 
double-quick,  crossed  the  railroad  under  severe  fire  and  took  position  in  front 
on  a  mound  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  and  gap,  facing  the  ridge.  The  advance 
of  the  enemy's  line  was  checked  and  hurled  back  towards  the  ridge. 

The  Third  Brigade  was  brought  up  as  soon  as  the  Second  was  sent  to  the 
relief  of  the  right,  and  was  disposed  in  column  of  regiments,  rn  masse,  behind 
the  .stone  depot. 

The  fight  raged  in  front  and  at  10.40  a.  m.  Osterhaus  on  the  entire  right  was 
giving  way.  The  Third  Brigade  was  at  once  ordered  to  the  right  at  double- 
quick.  The  troops  in  compact  order  swept  over  an  open  swampy  space  of 
nearly  half  a  mile,  while  the  eneni}'  poured  into  them  grape,  canister  and 
musketry.  Arriving  at  the  point  of  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade,  the  line 
was  formed  with  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  on  the  left  joining 
the  Second  Brigade  on  the  right,  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York 
on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  They  at  once  engaged  the  enemy  and  compelled 
them  to  recoil,  and  soon  to  seek  protection  upon  the  ridge  in  the  sides  of  the 
gap.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  retiring,  the  enemy  advanced  artillery  to  the 
edge  of  a  belt  of  woods  at  the  mouth  of  the  gap  with  infantry  support,  and  at 
the  short  range  of  one  hundred  yards  commenced  hurling  sharpnel  into  our 
lines.  A  detachment  of  sharpshooters  from  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth 
New  York  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  with  the  artillery  from  their  posi- 
tion, after  the  enemy  had  sustained  a  considerable  loss.  At  about  noon  one 
section  of  Knap's  Pennsylvania  Battery  and  one  section  of  Landgraeber's 
howitzers,  were  placed  iu  position  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  in 
front  of  the  gap.  They  soon  silenced  the  enemy's  guns  and  drove  back  their 
infantry.  At  this  same  time  one  section  of  Knap's  Battery  opened  from  the 
line  near  our  left  upon  the  enemy  which  had  massed  in  front  of  the  First 
Brigade.  At  1  o'clock  Osterhaus  scaled  the  mountain,  and  our  Third  Brigade 
pushed  their  skirmishers  into  the  gap,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New 
York  capturing  two  flags.  The  enemy  were  driven  back,  and,  after  five  hours 
contest,  the  ridge  was  in  our  possession.  On  the  morning  of  December  1  the 
Second  Divi.sion  iiiarched  from  Einggold  to  their  old  encampment  in  Lookout 
A'alley.  For  the  distinguished  and  most  gallant  service  of  the  Second  Divi- 
.sion, Twelfth  Army  Corps,  of  which  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
was  a  part  at  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  General  Grant,  who  was  then  iu 
command  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  ordered  a  special  review  of  this  divi- 
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sion,  at  which  all  of  the  distinguished  officers  serving  at  this  place  under  Gen- 
eral Grant  took  part.  This  was  a  distinction  granted  to  very  few,  if  to  any- 
other,  divisions  during  the  war. 

Shortly  after  this  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  marched  from  Wauhatchie 
Valley  to  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and  went  into  winter  quarters.  On  January 
20,  1864,  the  regiment  re-enlisted  for  three  years,  and  thus,  under  the  orders  of 
the  War  Departirient,  became  a  veteran  regiment,  and  left  Bridgeport  for  Phila- 
delphia on  thirty  days'  veteran  furlough. 

On  April  4,  1864,  the  regiment  was  brigaded  with  Twenty-seventh  Pennsyl- 
\auia  Volunteers,  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and 
nineteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  and  Thirty- 
third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  forming  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Twentieth  Army  Corps.  The  regiment  returned  from  veteran  furlough  and  re- 
joined the  division  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  on  May  4,  1864,  andi  on  May  5 
commenced  Sherman's  celebrated  campaign  against  Atlanta,  Georgia.  On  May 
6  the  regiment  advanced  with  the  division  near  Einggold,  Georgia,  and  on  May 
8  it  was  engaged  at  Eocky  Pace  Eidge,  Dug  Gap,  Georgia.  The  Second  Divi- 
sion, Twentieth  Army  Corps,  was  ordered  to  make  an  attack  at  Dug  Gap  in 
order  to  divert  the  enemy  from  Buzzard's  Eoost  to  Dug  Gap,  to  insure  a  suc- 
cessful assault  by  a  large  part  of  the  army  on  Buzzard's  Eoost,  the  objective 
point  being  the  turning  of  Dalton. 

Rocky  Face  Eidge  extends  for  a  long  distance  along  a  mountain  range 
through  which  is  Snake  Creek  Gap  and  Dug  Gap:  the  rocks  are  almost  perpen- 
dicular and  very  high;  from  tho  valley  or  tableland  below  to  Dug  Gap,  the 
Bide  of  the  niountain  is  quite  steep  and  covered  with  timber,  and  the  only  road 
of  approach  to  Dug  Gap  is  a  tortuous  wagon  road.  Up  this  hill,  and  through 
this  timber,  was  the  Second  Division  ordered  to  charge,  and  assault  Dug  Gap, 
and  most  bravely  was  it  done. 

To  carry  this  gap  by  an  assault  was  practically  impossible,  nor  was  it  intended 
to  be  carried,  but  the  charge  was  made  with  the  same  heroic  determination 
as  though  success  was  assured.  The  Second  Division  almost  scaled  these  rocky- 
faced  ridges  in  the  enthusiasm  of  the  charge.  The  charge  resulted  in  securing 
the  object  intended,  so  that  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  with  the 
Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  is  entitled  to  the  inscription  of  another 
victory  on  its  banner. 

On  May  12  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  passed  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  in 
an  advance  on  Eesaca,  and  on  May  14  and  15  the  battle  of  Eesaca  was  fought. 

May  15,  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  and 
Second  Brigade,  formed  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the  Third  Brigade,  vhich  held 
the  position  on  the  extreme  left  flank  of  the  army  covering  the  Dalton  road. 
At  7  a.  m.,  a  strong  reconnoitering  party  of  the  Second  Division  was  sent  out 
and  returned  at  11  a.  m.  At  this  hour  the  division  received  orders  to  move  to 
the  right  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  and  form  a  column  of  attack. 

This  movement  was  made  with  the  First  Division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps. 
Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  small  compass  within  which  the  en- 
tire army  was  to  operate  in  tlie  first  charge,  the  Second  Division  was  formed  in 
column  of  regiments.  The  Third  Brigade  was  formed  in  advance,  the  Second 
Brigade  following  and  the  First  Brigade  last.  The  position  occupied  by  the 
enemy  was  one  strongly  intrenched  on  an  irregular  line  of  hills  with  spurs  A'un- 
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niiig  in  every  directiuu.  On  most  of  the  elevations  the  enemy  had  batteries 
protected  by  earthworks.     The  hills,  steep  and  rough,  were  thickly  wooded. 

Everything  being  in  readiness  the  advance  was  ordered.  The  Third  Brigade 
crossed  a  ravine  and  a  hill,  swept  by  the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry  fire, 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  another  hill,  and,  turning  a  little  to  the  right,  charged 
with  ringing  cheers  for  the  capture  of  a  battery,  which,  from  a  key  position, 
was  dealing  death  on  every  side.  At  the  same  time,  on  the  Third  Brigade's  left, 
a  portion  of  the  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  was  advancing  for  the  same 
deadly  prize.  The  advance  of  both  commands  reached  the  battery  nearly  to- 
gether. 

The  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  of  the  Third  Brigade  led.  and 
forced  its  way  until  the  men  had  their  hands  almost  on  the  guns  and  their  colors 
on  the  earthworks,  from  which  part  of  the  gunners  had  been  driven,  and  many 
killed.  This  earthwork  was  a  sunken  one  at  the  crest  of-the  hill  opening  towards 
its  rear.  Twenty  yards  in  its  rear  was  a  line  of  strong  breastworks,  from  which 
a  deadly  fire  poured  around  and  into  the  battery,  rendering  it  impossible  for 
men  to  live  there.  Colonel  Cobham,  commanding  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Regiment,  formed  his  little  line,  now  augmented  by  the  One  hundred  and  ninth 
and  other  portions  of  the  brigade,  within  fifteen  yards  of  the  guns,  where,  by 
the  formation  of  the  ground,  his  men  were  sheltered  from  the  terrible  five. 
Three  regiments  were  formed  in  this  line,  and  the  balance  of  the  Second  Brigade' 
posted  in  reserve.  Three  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  advanced  gallantly, 
driving  the  enemy  from  two  hills  from  the  left  of  Colonel  Cobham,  and  were 
ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Cobham.  Orders  Avere  given  Colonel  Cobham  to 
make  every  effort  to  secure  and  bring  off  the  battery  in  his  front.  To  this  end 
Colonel  Cobham  was  reinforced  from  the  First,  Second  and  Third  Brigatles, 
until  his  command  numbered  ten  regiments.  In  the  isolated  position  held  by 
Colonel  Cobham,  it  was  impossible  to  erect  even  a  slight  barricade  without  re- 
ceiving a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy,  fifty  yards  distant.  The  only  route  of 
commuuication-with  Colonel  Cobham  was  by  way  of  ridges  which  were  swept 
in  most  places  by  artillery  and  musketry  fire  from  the  enemy's  main  line. 
About  5  p.  m.  a  di^dsion  of  the  enemy's  infontry  debouched  from  the  woods  in 
front  of  the  left  of  the  Second  Division,  and  charged  in  column,  with  the  efibrt 
to  gain  possession  of  tlie  ridges  in  our  front.  If  successful,  it  would  have  ex- 
posed Colonel  Cobham  to  attack  from  every  side,  and  forced  him  to  abandon 
his  position,  but  the  attack,  though  a  spirited  one,  failed.  About  9  o'clock 
p.  m.,  in  the  darkness,  Colonel  Cobham's  men,  with  picks  and  shovels,  dug 
through  the  works  in  front  of  the  guns.  This  work  had  to  be  silently  and  care- 
fully done.  The  men  crept  on  hands  and  knees  to  the  little  dug  fort,  and  after 
digging  through  the  earthwork  and  removing  the  logs  and  stones,  ropes  were 
attached,  and  manned  by  brave  men,  while  their  brave  comrades,  with  pieces 
aimed  at  the  crest  of  the  hill,  covered  them  in  their  work.  At  about  midnight 
four  guns  were  removed  and  in  our  possession,  but  the  enemy,  on  the  alert, 
discovered  the  movement,  and  springing  over  their  breastworks,  furiously  at- 
tacked Cobham's  line.  Cobham  held  his  position,  drove  back  the  enemy,  and 
sent  four  twelve-pounder  brass  pieces  to  headquarters.  The  enemy  was  pursued 
from  Kesaea,  and  the  Oostenaula  river  crossed  May  16.  An  advance  was  made 
on  Cassville  May  18,  and  May  19  there  was  considerable  skirmishing  on  the 
Cassville  road.  From  May  19  to  May  23,  manoeuvrings  were  carried  on  near 
Cassville.       On  May  !J4  an  advance  was  made  to  Enharlee  creek  on  Alabama 
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road.  A  skirmish  occurred  at  Owen's  Mill,  Pumpkin  Vine  creek  bridge,  May 
2').  The  advance  on  this  road  was  by  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division,  Twen- 
tieth Army  Corps,  without  support,  the  First  Division.  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 
being  upon  another  road  with  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  as  it  was  supposed 
a  large  body  of  the  enemy  would  be  encountered  by  the  Fourteenth  Array  Corps. 
General  Hooker  and  staff  were  riding  at  the  head  of  the  Second  Division  with 
General  Geary  and  staff,  and  upon  the  approach  of  the  troops  to  Pumpkin  Vine 
creek  bridge,  it  Avas  found  that  the  enemy  had  fired  the  bridge.  When  General 
Hooker  and  staff  and  General  Geary  and  staff  attempted  to  put  out  the  fire,  the 
enemy's  videttes,  concealed  in  the  woods  on  the  bluffs  upon  the  opposite  side, 
fired  at  Hooker  and  Geary,  but  missed  their  aim.  General  Hooker  ordered 
General  Geary  to  throw  across  one  regiment  to  dislodge  them,  and  the  Fifth 
Ohio  was  thrown  across.  They  formed  a  regimental  front  and  charged,  but  it 
was  received  with  such  a  volley  that  forty-eight  men  were  killed  or  wounded, 
and  a  staff  ofiicer  of  the  First  Brigade  killed.  The  whole  division  was  then 
thrown  across,  and  they  found,  after  considerable  loss,  that  the  enemy  was  in  too 
strong  a  force  to  be  routed.  Orders  had  been  sent  as  soon  as  the  enemy  was 
found  in  force  in  front,  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps,  to  march 
the  First  and  Third  Divisions  to  the  point  where  the  Second  Division  was  en- 
gaged. 

By  5  o'clock  p.  m.  all  three  divisions  were  massed,  with  the  Second  Division 
in.  the  center,  the  First  Division  on  the  right,  and  the  Third  Division  On  the 
left.  Each  division  was  quickly  formed  for  attack  in  column  by  brigades,  the 
First  Division  leading,  the  Third  Division  next  and  the  Second  Division  in  re- 
serve. Between  6  and  7  o'clock  p.  m.  the  Second  Division  was  ordered  to  push 
forward.  The  divi.sion  moved  rapidly  through  a  dense  woods,  swept  by  a  very 
heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fii-e  ;  the  discharge  of  canister  and  shell  from  the 
enemy  was  rapid  and  terrific. 

The  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania,  with  portions  of  the  Second  and 
portions  of  the  First  Brigade,  engaged  the  enemy  at  short  range,  driving  them 
until  after  dark,  when  the  Second  Division  was  halted  close  under  the  enemy's 
batteries. 

Breastworks  were  thrown  up  diiring  the  night,  and  when  dawn  came  the 
Ijosition  held  by  the  Second  Division  was  found  to  be  a  ridge  of  considerable 
natural  strength,  confronting  another  ridge  at  the  distance  of  eighty  yards  on 
the  left,  and  three  hundred  yards  on  the  right,  on  which  were  the  enemy's 
main  line. 

The  operations  were  continued  near  New  Hope  Church  until  June  1,  and 
from  June  1  to  June  5  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  with  the  Second  Division, 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  made  a  movement  on  the  left  of  the  army,  and  on  June 
7  took  position  near  Acworth,  Georgia.  On  June  10  an  advance  was  made  to 
Kenesaw  mountain,  and  on  June  14,  15  and  16,  a  series  of  engagements  took 
place  at  Pine  Knob  on  Kenesaw  range.  On  June  15  Pine  Knob  was  carried 
bv  a  charge.  On  June  16  captured  the  enemy's  skirmish  line.  Skirmishing 
occurred  on  June  17  and  18  in  front  of  Kenesaw  and  at  Noyes'  creek.  On  June 
22  there  was  an  engagement  at  Kolb's  house,  near  Marietta,  on  the  Powder 
Spring  road. 

On  June  27  an  a.ssault  was  made  on  Kenesaw,  south  of  Little  Kenesaw,  and 
General  Hood,  who  had  been  placed  in  command  of  the  Confederate  army, 
was  pursued  toward  the  Chattahoochie  river  on  July  3.     Demonstrations  took 


580  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

place  along  Nick-a-jack  creek,  at  Turner's  Ferry,  July  4,  The  division  skir- 
raished  with  the  enemy  at  Paice's  Ferry,  July  5,  on  the  Chattahoochie  river, 
and  on  July  16  they  crossed  at  Paice's  Ferry.  On  July  17  had  a  skirmish  at 
Nancy's  creek,  and  on  July  19  the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  with  the  Second 
Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  covered  the  troops  while  constructing  abridge 
for  the  purpose  of  crossing  Peach  Tree  creek.  Here  quite  a  spirited  action 
took  place,  our  troops  succeeded  however  in  crossing,  and,  on  July  20,  was 
fought  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  creek.  At  10  a.  m.  the  skirmishers  moved  for- 
ward, supported  by  the  First  Brigade  and  followed  by  the  Second  Brigade. 
They  crossed  two  timbered  ridges  and,  after  a  sharp  engagement,  drove  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  from  a  third  ridge  in  the  woods,  and  from  a  corn-field  on 
the  right  of  it.  The  position  gained  at  13  m.  was  at  once  occupied  by  First 
Brigade  in  line.  A  section  of  Bundy's  Battery  went  into  position  on  the  left 
of  the  division,  in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  opened  an  enfilading  fire  upon 
the  enemy.  The  Second  Brigade  was  now  placed  in  two  lines,  in  support  of 
the  First  Brigade,  and  all  the  artillery  of  the  division  posted  on  the  First 
Brigade's  line,  the  Third  Brigade  massed  on  the  ridge  behind  the  Second 
Brigade.  In  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  division  was  a  high,  narrow,  tim- 
bered hill,  about  three  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  main  line,  on  which 
rested  the  right  of  the  division  skirmish  line. 

The  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  of  the  Second  Brigade  was  directed  to  occupy 
this  hill,  the  skirmish  line  advanced  a  short  distance,  when  the  enemy,  hereto- 
fore concealed  not  more  than  seventy-five  yards  in  front,  advanced  in  heavy 
force  and  poured  into  the  skirmish  line  a  deadly  and  continuing  fire,  forcing 
the  skirmish  line  and  the  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  back  to  the  main  line  with 
considerable  loss.  Scarcely  had  they  rejoined  the  main  line,  when  the  enemy 
in  immense  force  rapidly  and  fiercely  burst  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  First 
and  Second  Brigades  and  pressed  their  flanks  to  their  rear,  at  the  same  time 
charging  upon  the  First  Brigade,  front  and  right. 

The  Sixtieth  New  York  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  One  hundred  and  nine- 
teenth New  York,  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  and  the  One  hundred  and  ninth 
Pennsylvania  of  the  Second  Brigade,  stood  by  and  supported  the  artillery 
fighting  with  the  batteries  on  all  sides  holding  the  hill,  while  the  balance  of  , 
the  division  quickly  changed  front  and  formed  in  the  midst  of  the  battle,  con- 
necting with  thB  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps.  This  was  done  by 
changing  front  to  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade  and  deploying  the  Second  and 
Third  Brigades  in  one  line,  connecting  the  Third  Brigade's  left  with  the  First 
Brigade,  and  the  Second  Brigade's  right  with  the  First  Division's  left.  Dur- 
ing these  changes  the  battle  raged  on  every  side  with  terrific  fury.  The  One 
hundred  and  ninth  and  the  four  other  regiments  throughout  all  this  time  were 
holding  the  hill  with  artillery.  That  hill  was  the  key  position  of  the  entire 
battle  ;  once  gained  by  the  enemy  the  day  was  lost.  The  enemy  perceiving  its 
importance  surged  in  immense  masses  against  it,  while  the  division  (excepting 
the  One  hundred  and  ninth  and  the  other  four  regiments  mentioned)  was 
changing  front  and  rectifying  its  line.  .  But  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  and 
these  four  regiments  and  batteries  stood  firm  as  rocks,  and  mowed  down  column 
after  column  of  that  vast  struggling  mass  that  charged  them  from  three  sides. 
General  Geary,  in  an  Official  report,  says,  ■'  I  have  never  seen  more  heroic  fight- 
ing."    For  three  hours  the  fury  of  the  battle  could  not  be  surpassed. 

On  July  22  our  line  advanced  with  frequent  skirmishes,  driving  the  enemy 
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into  the  city  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  establishing  a  siege  of  the  city.  On  July 
30  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  with  the  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army 
Corps,  advanced  a  picket  line  and  captured  one  hundred  and  twenty  prisoners. 

Heavy  skirmishing  was  engaged  iu  August  5  and  6.  August  25  and  36  they 
took  position  at  Cliattahoochie  bridge,  Paice's  Ferry,  and  engaged  the  enemy. 

On  September  2  the  One  hundred  and  ninth,  with  the  Second  Division, 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  were  the  first  troops  to  enter  and  occupy  the  city  of 
Atlanta.  Prom  September  2  until  November  15  they  were  on  duty  in  the  city 
of  Atlanta,  and  on  November  15  commenced  the  celebrated  march  of  Sherman 
to  the  sea.  On  the  15th  an  advance  was  made  by  Decatur,  Stone  Mountain, 
Social  Circle  and  Madison,  toward  Milledgeville.  On  the  19th  we  were  at  the 
railroad  bridge,  Oconee  river,  and  on  the  22d  they  occupied  Milledgeville. 
Sandersville  was  occupied  on  November  26.  During  this  celebrated  march  to 
the  sea  one  of  the  most  important  services  rendered  by  the  troops,  and  one  with 
the  most  disastrous  results  to  the  military  strength  of  the  enemy,  was  the  de- 
struction of  the  military  lines  of  railroad.  On  November  27,  28  and  29  the 
One  hundred  and  ninth  with  the  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  ac- 
complished a  most  important  work  in  the  destruction  of  the  Georgia  Central 
railroad,  and  from  December  1  to  December  8  the  destruction  of  the  Louisville 
and  Nashville  railroad.  This  work  of  destruction  was  unique  and  complete  ; 
the  rails  were  twisted  and  tied  into  knots,  making  their  further  use  impossible 
without  re-rolling. 

The  war  seemed  to  have  developed  this  special  mode  of  destroying  the  mili- 
tary strength  of  the  enemy.  On  December  10  Montieth  swamp  was  reached, 
and  on  this  same  day  commenced  the  siege  of  Savannah.  The  Second  Division, 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania,  in  the  siege 
of  Savannah,  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  the  army  line,  resting  on  the  Savan- 
nah river.  The  siege  continued  from  December  10  until  December  20,  when 
the  city  was  occupied. 

Remained  on  duty  in  the  city  of  Savannah  from  December  21,  1864,  until 
January  26,  1865,  when  the  campaign  of  the  Carolinas  was  commenced.  The 
One  hundred  and  ninth  and  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  marched 
through  Georgia  and  crossed  the  Savannah  river  at  Sister's  Ferry,  February  7, 
into  South  Carolina,  and  advanced  toward  Barnwell.  They  crossed  the  North 
Edisto  river  on  February  13,  and  the  South  Edisto,  at  Jones'  bridge,  February 
14,  and  advanced  to  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  February  16.  Saluda  river,  at 
Mount  Zion  Church,  was  crossed  February  19,  Broad  river,  at  Freshley's  Mills, 
was  also  crossed,  and  Alston  occupied  February  20.  "We  entered  "Winnsboro, 
South  Carolina,  February  31,  and  the  same  afternoon  General  Geary,  command- 
ing the  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  received  a  communication 
from  General  Wade.  Hampton,  commanding  the  Confederate  cavalry.  This 
communication  was  addressed  to  the  commanding  officer  of  United  States  troops 
occupying  "Winnsboro,  requesting  a  safeguard  of  said  troops  to  be  placed  upon 
the  property  in  "Winnsboro,  and  to  remain  until  General  Hampton  should  enter 
"Winnsboro,  when  the  safeguard  would  be  returned  to  their  command  in  safety. 
The  request  was  complied  with  and  the  promise  of  General  Hampton  honorably 
kept.  The  communication  was  received  by  an  officer  of  the  One  hundred  and 
ninth  at  the  division  headquarters,  and  a  detail  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth 
constituted  a  part  of  the  safeguard  which  remained  on  duty. 

The  Catawba  or  "Wateree  river  was  crossed  at  Rocky  Mount  February  23, 
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and  arrived  at  Hanging  Roclc  February  26.  There  remained  until  February 
23,  when  an  advance  was  made,  crossing  Lyuch's  creek  at  Hortons,  March  1. 
On  March  3  they  skirmished  with  the  enemy  smA  occupied  Chesterfield.  The 
Great  Pee  Dee  was  crossed  at  Sneedsboro,  North  Carolina,  March  5.  From  here 
they  marched  upon  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  and  occupied  it  from  March  12 
to  14,  and  on  March  16  arrived  at  Averysboro.  From  here  they  marched  to  Ben- 
tonville,  and  from  Bentonville  they  marched  and  occupied  Goldsboro,  North 
Carolina,  from  March  21  to  April  10.  On  April  10  they  advanced  to  and  oc- 
cupied Smithfield  until  April  11,  and  from  April  11  to  April  13  they  marched 
to  Ealeigh. 

Here  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  was  consolidated  with  the  One  hundred 
and  eleventh  Pennsylvania.  On  April  26  General  Johnston  surrendered.  The 
division  marched  to  Washington,  and  on  May  24  took  part  in  the  Grand  Re- 
view. Remained  in  Washington  on  duty  at  the  old  Capitol  prison  till  July  19, 
when  the  officers  and  men  of  the  old  and  well-beloved  regiment  were  mustered 
out  and  sent  to  their  homes,  after  a  continuous  service  of  three  years  and  seven 
months. 

The  total  enrolment  was  one  thousand  and  fifty-five,  the  killed  and  wounded 
was  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  those  who  died  of  disease  and  otherwise 
wliile  in  service,  fifty-eight.  The  total  loss  during  service,  killed,  died  and 
wounded,  amounted  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven.  Nearly  one-third  of  the 
entire  number  enrolled  lay  down  their  lives  or  were  wounded  during  their  term 
of  service.  From  May,  1862,  until  the  suiTender  of  General  Lee,  the  One  hun- 
dred and  ninth  was  constantly  at  the  front,  and  an  order  during  a  fight  which 
detailed  them  on  duty  away  from  the  line  of  battle  was  received  with  disfavor 
and  protest. 

The  dangers  of  battle  are  over.  The  trials  and  hardships  of  the  march  have 
passed  and  the  monotony  of  camp  life  has  become  a  memory  ;  history  alone  is 
busy  with  the  deeds  of  valor  and  actions  of  bravery  of  the  One  hundred  and 
ninth  Pennsylvania. 

This  monument  of  granite  which  we  this  day  dedicate  is  a  page  in  the  regi- 
ment's history.  Monuments  will  add  no  lustre  to  the  deeds  of  the  dead,  nor 
confer  virtue  upon  their  actions,  but  simply  keep  in  remembrance  those  who,  in 
the  time  of  our  country's  peril,  offered  their  lives  to  avert  the  danger  and  save, 
for  the  benefit  of  posterity,  a  government  founded  upon  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned, and  dedicated  to  the  principles  of  human  freedom  and  personal  liberty. 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

110™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  ii,  1889 
HISTORICAL  ADDRESS  OF  HON.  EDMUND  SHAW 

1ADIES,  comrades  and  friends:— An  army  of  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men  splendidly  equipped,  carefully  drilled  and  led  by  a  courageous 
^     soldier,  a  thoroughly  trained  ofiicer  and  a  brilliant  commander,  had 
been  beaten  on  a  field  of  their  own  choosing  by  an  inferior  force  and 
was  compelled  to  seek  safety  by  flight.     Under  these  circumstances  it  was  not 
difficult  for  the  mind  of  the  commander  of  the  armies  of  the  South  in  Virginia, 
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to  reach  the  conclusion  that  the  independence  of  the  South  as  a  nation  must 
soon  be  acknowledged  by  the  North.  And  to  hasten  the  time  of  that  acknowl- 
edgment he  determined  to  move  his  array  northward. 

Temjwrary  success  in  the  affaii-s  of  men  is  frequently  mistaken  for  perma- 
nent good.  No  sooner  had  General  Lee  completed  the  burying  of  his  dead 
and  the  replenishing  of  his  cartridge  boxes,  than  he  put  his  army  in  motion, 
believing  that  a  few  more  victories  such  as  that  achieved  by  him  at  Chancellors- 
ville  awaited  him  in  the  near  future,  and  to  secure  these  was  now  the  business 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  But  before  breaking  camp  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Rappahannock  he  graciously  accorded  to  General  Hooker  the 
privilege  of  returning  to  the  battle-field  of  Chancellorsville  and  removing  such 
of  his  wounded  as  had  been  found  by  the  enemy  unable  to  march  to  the  South. 
This  privilege,  as  a  matter  of  course,  General  Hooker  accepted  and  thereby  nec- 
essarily encumbered  his  army  with  the  care  of  more  than  2,000  disabled 
soldiers  and  removed  an  obstacle  from  the  road  over  which  General  Lee  desired 
to  move  part  of  his  army.  With  this  obstruction  out  of  the  way,  Lee's  path 
was  clear  for  a  leisurely  march  northward.  The  ending  therefore  of  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville  may  be  considered  as  the  beginning  of  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg. 

The  march  of  the  two  armies  from  the  South  was  a  spectacle  of  magnificent 
proportions,  but  weighted  with  momentous  responsibilities  which  soon  found 
their  proper  places  on  this  field.  It  was  a  spectacle  highly  pleasing  at  the  time 
to  the  Southern  mind,  but  humiliating  to  the  last  degree  to  the  Union  senti- 
ment of  the  North ;  and  whilst  this  movement  may  have  had  the  appearance  to 
the  Southern  mind  at  home  of  a  grand  holiday  parade,  in  which  General  Lee 
wiis  recognized  as  chief  marshal,  appointed  to  conduct  the  Northern  soldiers 
home,  it  had  no  such  semblance  to  those  who  composed  the  moving  hosts  that 
were  hourly  approaching  each  other  to  renew  the  bloody  work  commenced  and 
left  unfinished  less  than  sixty  days  before. 

Desolate  indeed  was  the  camp  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  at  Stoneman's  Switch  after  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  The 
regiment  had  gone  into  that  battle  with  about  three  hundred  men,  of  which 
number  one-half  had  been  killed,  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  in  that  battle. 
The  commander  of  the  regiment,  Colonel  James  Crowther,  had  been  shot  dead 
on  the  field,  the  major,  D.  M.  Jones,  had  been  wounded  and  taken  prisoner, 
the  sergeant-major  (he  who  addresses  you  to-day)  had  been  severely  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner.  In  fact  all  of  the  field  officers  there  on  duty  were  gone — • 
excepting  the  adjutant.  The  line  officers  and  their  commands  had  met  with 
losses  in  almost  the  same  proportions.  But  it  was  not  in  the  camp  of  the  One 
hundred  and  tenth  alone  that  despondency  and  gloom  reigned  supremely.  The 
other  regiments  of  the  Third  Corps,  and  especially  those  of  the  Third  Division, 
had  been  so  much  depleted  as  to  make  necessary  a  reorganization  of  that  corps, 
and  a  consolidation  of  the  divisions  and  brigades  of  which  it  was  composed. 
Major-General  Whipple,  who  commanded  the  Third  Division,  had  been  killed 
and  the  regiments  of  that  division  had  suffered  so  severely  in  killed  and 
wounded  as  to  practically  obliterate  that  division ;  so  that  in  the  reorganization 
of  the  Third  Corps  it  was  reduced  from  tbree  to  two  divisions.  By  this  con- 
solidation the  One  hundred  and  tenth  became  a  part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  com- 
posed of  the  Third  and  Fifth  Michigan,  the  Fortieth  New  York,  the  Seven- 
teenth Maine  and  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteei-s,  and  was 
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commautled  by  Brigadier-General  Pliilip  11.  De  Trobriand,  and  was  placed  in 
the  First  Division  commanded  by  Major-Geueral  David  B.  Birney. 

The  Third  Corps  as  in  the  past  was  commanded  by  Major-General  Daniel  E.' 
Sickles.  Thus  reorganized  the  Third  Corps  was  again  prepared  to  enter  the 
theatre  of  war  and  to  play  its  part  in  the  bloody  drama  soon  to  be  enacted.      ' 

The  line  of  march  taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  brought  the  regi- 
ment to  Potomac  creek,  Bealton  Station,  Bull  Eun,  Centerville,  Gum  Springs, 
Chantilly,  Edwards'  Ferry,  Monocacy  Junction,  back  again  to  Edwards'  Ferry, 
back  again  to  Monocacy  Junction,  Frederick  City,  Taneytown  and  Emmitsburg. 
To  this  latter  place  the  regiment  had  advanced  by  July  1,  1863,  and  was  there 
resting  whilst  the  main  body  of  the  Third  Corps  had  been  advanced  along  the 
Emmitsburg  pike  in  the  direction  of  Gettysburg,  in  support  of  the  First  Corps 
which  had  advanced  a  day's  march  beyond  the  position  designed  by  General 
Meade  for  giving  battle  to  General  Lee  in  the  struggle  which  all  knew  was  near 
at  hand. 

The  First  Corps  was  the  vanguard  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  was 
commanded  by  Major-General  John  F.  Eeynolds,  who  had  been  ordered  for- 
ward with  this  corps  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  ascertain  his  position  and 
strength  and  to  engage  him  with  such  energy  as  to  prevent  his  proceeding 
farther  to  the  North,  and  by  attacking  and  retreating  to  induce  him  to  follow 
up  and  to  accept  battle  on  the  ground  selected  by  General  Meade  fifteen  miles 
south  of  here. 

But  early  in  the  day  this  corps  suddenly  found  itself  engaged,  not  in 
manoeuvering  and  in  the  execution  of  movements  of  attack  and  retreat  to  decoy 
the  enemy  into  the  trap  set  for  him  by  the  commander  of  the  Union  armies, 
but  in  an  effort  to  protect  itself  from  a  storm  of  battle  which  had  broken  upon 
it  with  such  fury  and  by  such  overwhelming  numbers  in  front,  flank  and  rear 
as  to  obliterate  all  matured  plans  of  battle  and  to  compel  the  immediate  pres- 
ence of  the  entire  army  of  the  Potomac  to  save  from  utter  destruction  on  the 
following  day  the  remnant  of  the  hitherto  invincible  First  Corps  of  the  Union 
army,  and  making  necessary  other  and  improvised  plans  of  battle  by  General 
Meade  for  the  contest  now  entered  upon  and  so  unexpectedly  begun. 

So  that  on  July  1,  1863,  instead  of  the  corps,  divisions,  brigades  and  regi- 
ments, which  composed  the  Union  army,  coming  together  and  taking  their 
places  in  orderly  lines  of  battle  on  the  banks  of  Pipe  creek,  as  was  intended, 
they  were  seen  in  the  evening  of  that  day  and  were  heard  during  all  of  the 
night  of  that  day,  and  were  seen  again  in  the  gray  morning  of  the  following 
day,  by  hurried  pace  and  steady  tread,  gathering  into  the  fields  and  groves  and 
valleys  and  upon  the  hills,  which  form  the  never-to-be-forgotten  battle-field  of 
Gettysburg. 

As  already  stated,  on  July  1,  1863,  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  had  been 
halted  in  Emmitsburg,  where  it  was  resting  when  the  report  of  the  death  of 
General  Eeynolds  and  the  disaster  of  the  First  Corps  was  received.  Let  me 
stop  here  to  remark  that  history  has  recorded  the  fict  that  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  July  1  the  Third  Corps,  commanded  by  Major-General  Daniel  E.  Sickles, 
had  been  halted  near  Emmitsburg  by  an  order  from  General  Meade,  who  was 
then  directing  the  formation  of  a  line  of  battle  on  the  line  of  Pipe  creek  be- 
tween Middleburg  and  Manchester,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  at  3 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  General  Sickles  received  the  report  of  the 
disaster  to  the  First  Corps.     He  could  not  communicate  with  General  Meade 
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ten  miles  away,  without  a  delay  that  might  be  fatal  to  the  head  of  the  National 
advance,  so  he  took  the  responsibility  of  pressing  forward  to  the  relief  of  the 
sorely  smitten  First  Corps,  in  violation  of  the  orders  given  in  the  morning,  or 
rather  without  orders  from  the  commander  of  the  army,  and  came  upon  tho 
field  at  Gettysburg  with  his  advance  division  just  as  the  shattered  columns  of 
the  First  Corps  were  forming  in  line  on  Cemetery  Hill,  where  he  was  joined 
before  next  morning  by  the  balance  of  his  corps,  excepting  two  brigades,  which 
had  been  left  at  Emmitsburg  to  hold  the  place. 

An  intelligent  and  prompt  comprehension  of  what  was  the  right  thing  to  do 
and  the  courage  to  do  it  in  all  previous  emergencies,  had  characterized  the 
course  of  General  Sickles  and  had  made  to  shine  brightly  the  stars  upon  his 
shovilders  up  to  that  time,  and,  assuming  the  responsibility  of  moving  his  corps 
without  orders  to  the  support  of  those  needing  help,  has  made  lustrous  the  record 
of  that  officer,  and  has  placed  his  name  among  the  most  faithful,  courageous 
and  patriotic  commanders  of  American  soldiers,  and  in  brilliant  contrast  with 
that  of  other  officers  in  high  command,  whose  conduct  in  similar  emergencies 
on  other  fields,  have  brought  humiliation  and  disgrace  to  the  army  of  the  Na- 
tion— through  disobedience  to  orders,  cowardice  or  envy,  or  through  all  com- 
bined. And  whilst  weak  Congressmen  and  weak  Senators,  with  the  approval 
of  a  sympathizing  President,  may,  by  legislation,  restore  a  name  to  the  army 
rolls,  and  compel  payment  by  an  unwilling  people,  of  a  salary  unearned,  they 
can  never  remove  the  stigma  which  such  conduct  has  j  ustly  entailed,  nor  re- 
move a  judgment  pronounced  by  an  enlightened  and  discriminating  public  con- 
science. And  it  is  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  and  to  that  of  the  other  regiments  which  composed  on  that 
day  the  Third  Corps  of  the  Union  armies,  that  they  had  for  their  leader  a  com- 
mander such  as  that  found  in  the  person  of  Major-General  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

The  Third  Brigade  and  one  from  the  Second  Division  had  been  left  at  Em- 
mitsburg to  hold  the  place  whilst  the  balance  of  the  Third  Corps  had  been 
hurried  forward  to  Gettysburg  on  the  afternoon  of  July  1,  and  it  was  not  until 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  next  day  that  General  De  Trobriand  received 
orders  to  proceed  with  his  brigade  to  Gettysburg,  and  at  break  of  day  the  troops 
of  his  brigade  were  in  motion.  These  two  brigades  were  therefore  the  last  of 
the  Third  Corps  to  leave  Emmitsburg  and  the  last  to  reach  Gettysburg.  The 
One  hundred  and  tenth  was  the  rear  regiment  in  the  line,  and  was,  therefore, 
the  rear  guard  of  the  Third  Corps.  Company  C,  of  this  regiment,  was  detailed 
to  march  in  the  rear  and  to  drive  before  it  all  stragglers  from  the  army.  Captain 
J.  C.  M.  Hamilton,  who  is  with  us  to-day,  was  in  command  of  this  rear  guard, 
and  delights  in  telling  some  very  interesting  stories  incident  to  this  march. 

It  was  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  that  day  when  General  De  Trobriand  re- 
ported to  General  Birney  for  duty  with  his  brigade  on  the  field  at  Gettysburg, 
and  it  was  probably  two  hours  later,  or  12  o'clock  noon,  when  the  One  hundred 
and  tenth  turned  off  the  Emmitsburg  road  and  passed  over  the  field  and  through 
the  groves  of  timber  which  lie  at  the  foot  and  on  the  west  side  of  Eound  Top, 
and  came  to  a  halt  in  the  grove  of  timber  near  the  foot  on  the  west  side  of  Little 
Round  Top,  and  there  became  a  part  of  the  assembled  thousands  then  and  there 
marching  and  counter-marching  with  hurried  pace  to  find  their  places  in  the 
line  of  battle  then  assuming  shape. 

It  was  here  that  the  address  of  General  Meade  to  the  army  was  read  to  the 
regiment,  and  it  was  an  hour  later — or  1  o'clock — when  Captain  Hamilton's 
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company  left  tlie  Emmitsburg  road  and  filed  down  the  narrow  road  at  the 
north  side  of  the  peach  orchard  and  joined  the  regiment,  then  advancing  in  the 
direction  of  the  peach  orchard  to  support  the  skirmish  line,  now  hard  pressed 
but  holding  ou,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  Emmitsburg  road.  The  line  of 
battle  was  being  formed  in  the  direction  east  and  west  and  along  this  road. 

At  this  hour  the  forces  of  the  enemj"  were  passing  around  the  left  of  the  Na- 
tional line  and  in  the  direction  of  Little  Round  Top,  under  cover  of  the  wood.s 
beyond  the  Emmitsburg  road,  and  were  protected  by  a  heavy  line  of  skirmish- 
ers. This  movement  of  the  enemy  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the  com- 
manders of  several  batteries  of  artillery  stationed  in  the  peach  orchard  and  on 
the  elevations  in  the  ground  north  and  in  the  rear  of  the  peach  orchard,  and 
these  batteries  were  firing  at  frequent  intervals,  under  cover  of  which  the 
One  hundred  and  tenth  took  position  immediately  south  of  the  Emmitsburg 
road  and  inside  of  the  peach  orchard  fence,  where  it  remained  but  a  few  minutes, 
when  it  was  moved  by  the  left  flank  and  to  the  right  of  the  ' '  Rose  House ' '  yard, 
and  about  fifty  paces  in  advance  of  the  line  of  battle  subsequently  held.  In 
this  position  it  remained  until  3.30  p.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered  into  line  on  the 
ground  we  now  occupy,  marching  by  the  left  flank  over  the  ridge  here  to  the 
north  of  us,  and  passing  down  into  this  ravine  and  taking  position  on  the  right 
of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Regiment  then  in  line. 

This  monument  is  supposed  to  occupy  the  center  of  the  line,  or  the  spot  on 
which  the  color-bearer  stood,  and  the  flank-markers  the  right  and  left  of  the 
regiment  while  in  the  line  of  battle.  In  less  than  thirty  minutes  the  picket 
line  was  driven  in,  followed  by  a  heavy  body  of  skirmishers,  quickly  followed 
by  columns  of  infantry,  and  the  battle  began. 

It  was,  therefore,  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  when  the  One  hundred  and  tenth 
met  its  old  antagonist  in  the  line  of  battle  on  July  2,  1863.  Captain  Rogers, 
who  commanded  the  regiment  after  Major  Jones  was  wounded,  in  his  report  of 
this  battle,  says  that :  ''  The  battle  continued  with  a  determination  to  conquer 
or  die  until  6  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  in  our  front  fell  back  and  the  order  to 
cease  firing  was  given."  It  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  state  correctlj  all  of  the 
incidents  connected  with  u,  scene  such  as  was  enacted  here  between  4  and  G 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  July  2,  1863,  and,  therefore,  a  description  of  the  con- 
flict should  not  be  attempted. 

Those  who  may  desire  to  draw  pictures  of  this  landscape  as  it  appeared  at 
that  time,  will  find  abundance  of  materials  from  which  to  indulge  their  fancies 
by  scanning  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  de- 
fend and  maintain  the  integrity  of  this  portion  of  the  Union  lines,  and  remem- 
bering that  from  the  field  of  carnage  at  Chancellorsville,  the  One  Hundred  and 
tenth  could  bring  only  sixteen  officers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  enlisted 
men  to  this  field,  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two. 

Of  this  number,  there  were  killed  and  wounded  in  this  contest  fifty-three, 
more  than  one-third  of  the  entire  number.  The  killed  were:  Company  A,  first 
sergeant,  Joseph  H.  Con  ;  privates,  Benjamin  F.  Barto,  John  Stoddard  ;  Com- 
pany C,  first  sergeant,  Samuel  Tobias ;  private,  John  Walker ;  Company  H, 
privates,  H.  M.  Kinsel,  Charles  T.  Gardner  ;  Company  I,  first  sergeant.  Thomas 
M.  Bell.  The  wounded  were  :  Lieutenant-Colonel  David  M.  Jones-  Company 
C.  Lieutenant  Charles  Copelin  ;  Company  E.  Captain  William  H.  Hill  •  Com- 
pany E,  Lieutenant  Francis  Hoquet ;  Company  H,  Captain  Francis  Cassidy  • 
Company  H,   I^ieutenant   Frank  B.  Stewart;  Company    A,   privates    Thomas 
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Meaher,  Adam  Weight,  John  Troxell,  John  Warlield  ;  corporal,  John  Bezzner; 
privates,  Richard  Newman,  Emery  E.  Wilson  ;  sergeant,  Francis  M.  Burley  ;' 
privates,  Enoch  W.  Edwards,  Benedict E.  Miller;  Company  B,  privates,  Moses 
Miller,  James  M.  Walls  ;  Company  C,  sergeant,  John  Moore;  corporal,  Samuel 
Kinley  ;  privates,  Thomas  J.  Greenland,  Martin  Gates,  John  E.  Miller,  Josiali 
Holsinger,  George  Lammisou,  Alexander  Y.  Hayes,  James  Irwin,  Henry  Powly; 
Company  E,  privates,  Patrick  Conly,  William  Thomas,  John  Moran  ;  Company 
H,  sergeant,  George  Herrick  ;  corporal,  Joseph  Eokley  ;  privates,  Henry  M. 
Beigle,  Daniel  Moore,  John  Fry,  Jacob  R.  Bosset,  Samuel  Myer,  James  Hard- 
ing, Peter  Davis,  Samuel  Stiles,  Henry  Pryor,  ,Tohn  H.  Ermine  ;  Company  I, 
privates,  George  Howard,  John  Doyle. 

In  giving  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due,  in  the  matter  of  courage  or  bravery 
between  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  one  side  and  the  uninjured  on  the  other, 
■comparison  must  not  be  made.     All  came  here  and  faced  the  enemy  upon  this 
line,  on  the  same  level,  and  offered  their  life-blood  in  their  country's  cause. 
Of  some  the  blood  was  demanded,  and  it  was  given.     The  others  were  no  less 
■willing  to  give,  but  the  sacrifice  of  all  was  not  required.     All  were  of  the— 
'■  Ten  thousand  scores  of  loyal 
Men  unused  to  war's  alarms. 
Who  laid  aside  the  charms 
Of  peace  to  learn  the  art  of  arms. 

"  Who  knew  that  home  and  love 

And  life  are  only  dear  to  those 
Who  make  a  nation's  sovereign 

Will  supreme  above  its  foes," 

From  the  position  occupied  by  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  in  the  line  of 
Ijattle,  the  regiment  was  not  driven,  and  only  withdrew  when  the  line  had  been 
pierced  on  the  right  and  on  the  left.  It  was  an  orderly  retreat  over  the  side  of 
the  hill  eastward  from  here  to  a  grove  of  timber  beyond  where  the  monument 
has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  General  Zook.  Here  the  regiment  halted, 
stacked  arms  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Early  In  the  morning  of  the  next  day — July  3 — preparations  for  a  continuance 
of  the  struggle  were  hurriedly  being  made  by  the  commander  of  each  army, 
for  in  the  contests  of  the  two  previous  days  neither  was  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sult. 

In  the  course  of  this  preparation,  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  was  moved 
from  the  position  it  occupied  during  the  night,  a  short  distance  to  the  right, 
and  near  the  headquarters  of  the  Third  Coips,  where  it  remained  about  forty 
minutes,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  position  it  occupied  the  day  previous  before 
going  Into  action,  or  near  the  foot  of  Little  Round  Top.  From  there  it  was 
moved  hurriedly,  at  the  hour  of  1.30  p  m.  to  the  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  formed 
by  the  Second  Corps,  commanded  by  Major-General  Hancock  and  in  support  of 
that  line. 

From  this  position  the  surviving  members  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  who 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  present,  heard  the  roar  of  the  two  hundred  pieces  of 
artillery  and  witnessed  the  ever-to-be-remembered  and  desperate  assault  of 
Pickett's  Division  of  the  army  of  Lee  upon  the  Union  lines  on  July  3,  1863. 

The  Third  Corps  was  not  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  repulse  of  this  assault, 
and,  consequently.,  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  was  not  required  to  make  any 
further  sacrifices,  excepting  that  it  was  here  that  Lieutenant  Charles  Copeliu 
.and  Captain  Hamilton  ■\\ere  wounded  by  a  shell  which  exploded  near  them. 
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At  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  Third  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral De  Trobriand,  was  moved  forward  and  relieved  a  portion  of  the  Second 
Corps  and  formed  the  picket  line  during  the  night. 

The  One  hundred  and  tenth  occupied  that  part  of  the  line  immediately  left 
of  the  clump  of  trees  in  the  center  of  the  Union  lines. 

Here  the  regiment  remained  until  July  6,  when  it  took  up  its  march  with 
the  army  in  general  in  pursuit  of  Lee's  army  now  in  retreat. 

Briefly  told,  this  is  the  history  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  in  the  Gettysburg  campaign. 

But  in  this  connection  it  is  proper  for  me  to  answer  the  inquiry  frequently 
made  as  to  who  were  these  men  who  composed  the  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  whence  came  they  ? 

Giving  names  would  not  satisfactorily  answer  the  inquiry.  These  may  be 
found  on  the  muster  rolls  and  amongst  the  archives  of  the  government.  I  will, 
therefore,  add  that  a  majority  of  these  men  were  of  the  very  young  men  of  our 
country  of  that  day.  They  were  the  beardless  boys  of  1861,  whose  rollicking 
manhood  and  patriotic  courage  urged  them  to  put  on  the  habiliments  of  war  in 
response  to  their  country's  call  in  a  time  of  need  for  courageous  men. 

They  were  the  sons  of  the  mechanic,  the  farmer,  the  laboring  man,  the  mer- 
chant and  the  professional  man  of  that  day.  They  came  from  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia and  from  the  towns  and  villages  and  farms  of  Bedford,  Blair,  Centre, 
Clearfield  and  Huntingdon  counties,  and  were  the  sons  of  the  sturdy,  indus- 
trious and  patriotic  people  of  those  localities,  who  had  no  silver  or  gold  with 
which  to  employ  substitutes  or  to  pay  exemption  from  the  military  service,  but 
who  tendered  their  own  flesh  and  blood  in  the  performance  of  a  public  duty. 

And  let  me  linger,  here  for  a  moment  to  remark  in  the  language  of  England's 
great  novelist,  Charles  Dickens:  "That  if  household  affections  and  loves  are 
graceful  things,  then  they  are  graceful  in  the  poor. 

"  The  ties  that  bind  the  wealthy  and  the  proud  to  home  may  be  forged  on 
earth,  but  those  which  link  the  poor  man  to  his  humble  hearth  are  of  true  metal 
and  bear  the  stamp  of  heaven . 

"The  man  of  high  descent  may  love  the  halls  and  lands  of  his  inheritance  as 
apart  of  himself,  as  trophies  of  his  birth  and  power  ;  his  associations  with  them 
are  associations  of  pride  and  wealth  and  triumph.  The  poor  man's  attachment 
to  the  tenements  he  holds,  which  strangers  have  held  before  and  may  occupy 
again  to-morrow,  has  a  worthier  root  struck  deep  into  purer  soil.  His  house- 
hold gods  are  of  flesh  and  blood,  with  no  alloy  of  silver,  gold  or  precious  stone. 
He  has  no  property  but  in  the  affections  of  his  own  heart,  and  when  they  endear 
bare  floors  and  walls,  despite  of  rags  and  toil  and  scanty  fare,  that  man  has  his. 
love  of  home  from  God,  and  his  rude  hut  becomes  a  solemn  place. 

"In  love  of  home  the  love  of  country  has  its  rise,  and  who  are  the  truer  pa- 
triots or  the  better  in  time  of  need — those  who  venerate  the  land,  owning  its. 
wood  and  stream  and  earth  and  all  that  they  produce,  or  those  who  love  their 
country,  boasting  not  a  foot  of  ground  in  all  its  wide  domain?  " 
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DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

111^"  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  ii,  1889 
ORATION  OF  REV.  J.  RICHARDS  BOVLE,  D.   D. 

COMRADES  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Kegimeut  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers  :— I  salute  you  !  Out  of  a  thousand  heroic  mem- 
ories, as  veteran  soldiers  ol  the  Union,  as  the  remnant  of  a  battalion  on 
whose  escutcheon  there  was  never  a  stain,  I  salute  you  !  In  the  name 
of  Cedar  Mountain,  where  you  were  the  last  to  leave  the  unequal  field  ;  of  An- 
tietam,  on  whose  ground  you  received  a  stand  ol  colors  for  gallantry  from  your 
brigade  commander  ;  of  Chaucellorsville,  where,  with  equal  coolness,  you  with- 
stood the  foe  in  front,  the  enfilading  batteries  from  the  right,  and  the  panic  at 
the  rear  ;  of  Gettysburg,  where,  in  unprotected  line,  you  wrenched  the  enemy 
from  your  own  breastworks  ;  of  Wauhatchie,  where,  at  the  midnight  hour,  you 
held  at  bay  more  than  thrice  your  own  number  ;  of  Lookout  Mountain,  where 
you  beat  the  same  enemy  in  the  clouds  ;  of  Einggold,  where  you  marched  and 
fought  without  rest  or  food  ;  of  the  four  months'  campaign  from  Eesaca  to 
Atlanta,  which  culminated  with  the  surrender  of  the  Gate  Ciij  to  your  own 
commanding  officer  and  the  unfurling  of  your  bullet-ridden  colors  from  its  city 
hall  ;  of  the  jolly  jaunt  "  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea;  "  of  Bentonville  ;  of  the 
grand  home-coming  to  the  welcome  of  a  grateful  people,  and  of  your  final, 
honorable  discharge  from  military  duty — I  salute  you  !  As  surviving  comrades 
of  the  noble  dead  left  on  these  scattered  fields  ;  as  citizens  of  a  great  Nation 
which  your  service  helped  to  rescue,  retain  and  perpetuate  ;  upon  this  spot, 
sanctified  by  patriot  blood  ;  and  on  your  reverent  errand  to  this  shrine  to-day — 
from  a  full  and  glowing  heart,  respectfully,  lovingly,  proudly — I  salute  you  ! 

More  than  twenty-six  years  have  passed  away  since  you  stood  shoulder  to 
shoulder  on  this  historic  field,  at  the  very  crisis  of  our  great  civil  war.  Then, 
the  lurid  air  shrieked  and  the  affrighted  earth  reeled  under  the  shock  of  con- 
tending arms.  Sheets  of  devouring  flame  burst  from  compact  lines  of  battle. 
Death  leaped  from  the  mouths  of  a  hundred  massed  batteries.  Trees  were  de- 
nuded by  rifle  balls,  and  harvests  were  reaped,  and  the  very  soil  was  furrowed 
by  exploding  plowshares  of  destruction.  Every  shrub  and  rock  was  a  magazine 
of  fire,  and  for  three  awful  days  the  elements  were  ablaze  with  eruptive  energy. 
The  darkened  heaven  veiled  its  face  while  the  struggling  hosts  rose  to  the 
frenzy  of  battle  over  a  nation's  life,  baptized  with  the  spirit  of  war,  and  trans- 
formed by  it,  one  hundred  thousand  men  were  dowered  with  heroic  resolution. 
A  spell  of  invincible  power  came  upon  them.  The  weak  became  strong,  the 
sick  were  well,  the  strong  were  giants.  Every  man  on  both  sides  was  a  hero. 
Thought  burned  at  white  heat.  Years  of  nervous  energy  were  accumulated 
and  expended  in  a  single  hour.  A  lifetime  was  compressed  into  a  day.  Su- 
pernal defiance  was  in  every  heart,  and  all  things  became  possible,  as  two 
civilizations  waited  for  their  lives.  Men  felt  not  their  wounds.  They  saw  not 
death,  or  seeing,  shouting  and  gladly  died,  or  they  lived,  they  knew  not  how, 
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seemingly  immortal.  The  awful  majesty  of  conquest  was  upon  them,  they  felt, 
themselves  invincible,  until  out  of  the  fiery  tempest  of  death  the  greater  army 
prevailed  and  the  nobler  cause  sat  in  victory  upon  the  incarnadined  field. 

"  Ah,  never,  «hall  we,  my  comrades. 

Never  shall  the  land  forget 
How  gushed  the  life-blood  of  her  brave. 

Gushed,  warm  with  hope  and  courage  yet, 
Upon  the  soil  they  fought  to  save  !" 

To-day  we  stand  here  in  the  stillness  of  peace.  The  verdnre  that  was  blacl£- 
oned  hy  the  sulphurous  storm,  the  soil  that  drank  the  ilowing  blood,  the  hills 
that  shook  in  the  blast  of  battle,  the  lines  of  resounding  defenses,  the  little  vil- 
lage, the  over-arching  skies,  are  all  here,  but  in  undisturbed  repose.  The 
echoes  of  war  have  fled  from  the  wheat-field  and  Round  Top,  from  the  plain 
over  which  Pickett  charged,  and  from  the  wood  where  Eeynolds  fell,  and  the 
great  battle-field  is  as  silent  as  the  sleep  of  its  victims  on  yonder  hillside.  The 
demon  of  strife  has  given  place  to  the  angel  of  peace,  and  his  cruel  wounds  are 
healed  by  a  heavenly  touch.  And  it  is  our  lofty  privilege  to  return  to  this 
fateful  and  glorious  spot,  that  we  may,  with  bared  heads  and  unsandaled  feet, 
offer  homage  to  the  God  of  battles  and  render  the  tribute  of  a  grateful  affection 
to  the  memory  of  our  departed  and  heroic  comrades. 

Gettysburg  was  not  the  Waterloo  of  the  rebellion — although  perhaps  it  could 
have  been — but  it  was  the  pivot  upon  which  the  contest  finally  turned.  It 
was  the  logical  conclusion  of  the  war.  Until  its  date,  it  was  the  most  impor- 
tant and  decisive  of  all  our  battles,  and  in  its  moral  effect  it  was  not  surpassed 
by  any  subsequent  engagement.  In  every  respect  it  affords  a  spectacle  of  in- 
tense interest  to  the  student  of  the  war,  and  one  which,  at  this  hour,  cannot 
but  engage  our  thoughts  and  fill  our  hearts. 

The  forces  participating  in  that  battle  were  very  evenly  matched.  They 
were  men  of  one  blood,  and  on  each  side  were  moved  by  a  similar  intensity  of 
motive.  They  had  met  before  on  many  a  well-contested  field.  They  were,  in 
each  case,  thoroughly  toughened  and  seasoned  by  prolonged  campaigning,  and 
were  all  veteran  soldiers.  Two  months  of  rest  after  Chancelloreville  had  put 
them  in  superb  condition.  And  if  these  regimental  organizations  were  skele- 
tonized— as  they  were — by  the  casualties  of  extended  service,  the  men  actu- 
ally present  for  duty  were  in  thej  highest  state  of  efficiency.  The  disparities 
between  them,  which  have  been  so  frequently  noticed,  were  apparent  only.  If 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  numerically  the  stronger,  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  had  the  more  compact  organization,  being  compressed  into  three  strong 
corps  against  our  seven  weak  ones ;  and  our  advantage  in  numbere  was  still 
lurther  neutralized  by  the  fact  that  Lee,  the  beloved  and  trusted  leader  of  the 
rebels,  was  at  their  head,  while  Meade  had  assumed  our  command  but  three 
days  before  the  battle.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Lee's  army  was  inspired,  as  it 
was,  by  the  audacity  of  a  Northern  invasion,  the  army  of  Meade,  Antaeus  like, 
took  new  strength  from  the  touch  of  its  native  soil. 

All  things  considered,  therefore,  the  opposing  forces  were  in  substantial  equi- 
poise, and  at  their  best.  The  conviction  that  the.  crucial  hour  of  the  national 
struggle  had  arrived  was  uuiversal,  and  the  battalions  that  converged  upon 
Gettysburg  on  July  1,  1863,  swung  into  line  to  meet  it. 

A  formidable  host,  con.sisting  altogether  of  eighty-eight  battalions  of  infantrv 
fourteen  of  cavalry,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  batteries  of  artillerv  came 
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thus  into  collision.  The  battle  began  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  1  on 
Willoughby  run,  west  of  the  village  and  beyond  McPherson's  Ridge,  where 
Bnford's  cavalry  met  Heth's  Division  of  A.  P.  Hill's  approaching  corps,  ahd 
where,  for  two  hours,  his  dismounted  troopers  held  the  enemy  in  check.  Gen- 
eral Reynolds  arrived  at  10  o'clock  and  brought  his  three  divisions  into  action 
against  Hill  with  brilliant  success,  until  he  gallantly  fell  at  their  head.  Mean- 
time Howard  had  come  and  his  weak  divisions  were  placed  in  line  on  the  north 
to  resist  Swell's  heavy  corps,  which  was  appearing  on  the  Heidlersburg  road. 
Throughout  the  afternoon  the  conflict  raged  upon  McPherson's  and  Seminary 
Ridges  until  4  o'clock,  when  the  Union  forces  retired  to  the  south  of  the  town 
and  occupied  Cemetery  and  Culji's  Hills  on  the  right  and  the  Round  Tops  on 
the  left  which  they  began  to  fortify.  Here  Hancock  met  the  engaged  troops 
and  took  command,  and,  assisted  by  Warren  and  others,  formed  and  protected 
the  final  line  of  battle.  That  night  the  First  and  Eleventh,  and  one  division 
each  of  the  Third  and  Twelfth  Corps  were  on  the  ground,  while  all  of  Hill's 
and  Ewell's  commands  were  present,  and  Longstreet,  excepting  Pickett's 
Division,  was  at  Marsh  creek,  only  four  miles  away.  The  next  morning  all 
the  remaining  troops  of  both  armies  were  concentrated  upon  the  field  except 
Sedgwick's  Sixth  Corps,  which  did  not  arrive  until  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  it  took  position  on  the  left. 

The  situation  compelled  Lee  to  assume  aggressive  action,  and  he  determined 
to  attack  Meade's  left  at  Round  Top,  with  Longstreet,  using  Ewell  on  the 
Union  right  as  a,  diversion.  Unexpected,  and  for  us  fortunate,  delays,  how- 
ever, prevented  the  movement  until  between  3  and  4  o'clock  p.  m.  About  3.30 
Longstreet,  in  two  divisions,  and  with  great  vigor,  assaulted,  and  attempted  to 
turn,  Meade's  left  flank,  and  a  desperate  engagement  of  two  hours  ensued. 
The  angle  in  the  Union  line  at  the  peach  orchard  was  broken  in,  the  wheat- 
field  was  threshed  over  with  human  flails.  The  Devil's  Den  was  carried,  a 
terrific  hand-to-hand  encounter  occurred  on  the  sides  of  Little  Round  Top, 
Humphreys'  Division  was  pressed  backward  to  Cemetery  Hill,  Birney's  Divi- 
sion was  exhausted,  and  Sickles  was  badly  wounded.  General  Meade  was  pre- 
sent and  had  his  horse  shot  under  him.  The  battle  had  been  fierce  and  deadly, 
but  was  thus  far  undecisive.  Still  the  Union  lines  were  maintained,  and  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  himself  acknowledged  that  "little  had  been  accomplished  to- 
wards victorious  results. ' ' 

Meantime  Ewell's  troops  had  been  engaged  at  the  other  end  of  the  line. 
Johnson  had  attacked  Culp's  Hill  and  Early  and  Rodes  had  attempted  to  carry 
Cemetery  Hill.  On  the  latter  eminence  the  lines  were  penetrated  and  a  hand- 
to-hand  fight  raged  with  great  fury  upon  the  hillside,  but,  after  an  hour's  de- 
termined conflict,  the  rebels  were  driven  from  the  field.  That  night  the  left 
was  strengthened,  some  minor  dispositions  were  made  at  other  points  on  the 
line,  and  in  a  council  of  war  held  at  headquarters.  General  Meade  resolved  to 
await  another  day's  developments  before  assuming  the  offense. 

The  last  and  the  decisive  day  of  the  battle  was  Friday,  July  3.  Lee,  with 
a  spirit  that  must  ever  challenge  admiration,  had  planned  three  separate  as- 
saults on  so  many  parts  of  our  lines.  First,  Longstreet  was  to  repeat  his 
demonstration  against  Round  Top  with  the  purpose  of  turning  it.  Secondly, 
Ewell  was,  at  daylight  to  attack  Meade's  right,  and,  thirdly,  after  a  concen- 
trated cannonade  had  prepared  the  way.  Cemetery  Ridge  and- the  Union  center 
were  to  be  charged.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  Longstreet's  attempt  on  the 
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left  was  abandoned,  Ewell's  movement  against  the  right  was  unexpectedly- 
checked  by  events  that  will  be  recited  presently,  and  the  general  engagement 
of  the  day  narrowed  itself  to  Pickett's  famous  attack  upon  the  center,  and  the 
subsequent  cavalry  battle  between  Gregg  and  Stuart  on  Meade's  right  flank. 

Nothing  more  thrilling  and  dramatic  in  battle  can  be  conceived  than  was 
this  spectacular  climax  of  the  series  of  engagements  which  took  place  on  the 
field  of  Gettysburg.  The  day  was  cloudless,  the  summer  was  at  its  full,  and 
the  ripening  harvests  gleamed  in  the  valley  between  the  invested  heights. 
Massed  along  Seminary  Ridge  for  two  miles  one  hundred  and  fifty  rebel  cannon 
were  trained  upon  the  Union  center.  Facing  them,  on  Cemetery  Hill,  were 
half  as  many  Federal  guns.  Under  the  protection  of  this  tremendous  body  of 
artillery  Lee  proposed  to  hurl  15,000  men  against  this  part  of  Meade's  line. 
Pickett's  Division,  of  Longstreet's  Corps,  consisting  of  5,000  strong,  fresh, 
eager  troops,  were  personally  selected  by  the  rebel  commander  to  lead  the 
charge.  They  were  to  be  supported  by  two  equally  strong  divisions  from  Hill's 
Corps.  At  1  o'clock  the  artillery  duel  opened,  and  for  two  hours  two  hundred 
and  thirty  guns  volleyed  their  thunders.  Then,  on  order,  the  Union  batteries 
slackened  fire,  and  Longstreet,  thinking  they  were  crippled,  with  deep  emotion 
and  an  oppressive  sense  of  his  responsibility,  silently  signaled  Pickett  to  lead 
his  men  forward.  I  confess  my  admiration  for  the  splendid  courage  with 
which  that  order  was  obeyed.  Fourteen  hundred  yards  stretched  between 
those  opposing  lines,  but  into  that  open  space,  into  the  teeth  of  the  murderous 
batteries  in  their  front  and  I'rom  Round  Top  on  their  right,  those  brave  men 
marched,  in  closed  column,  as  if  on  drill.  On  they  went,  through  smoke  and 
shot,  and  shell,  into  cross-currents  of  fire,  into  a  cyclone  of  death  that  tore  their 
ranks  asunder;  on,  across  the  fields,  up  to  the  trenches,  up  to  the  batteries; 
on,  against  the  Union  line,  which  quivered,  and  bent,  and  rebounded  before 
their  fierce  impact;  on,  still,  into  a  supreme  moment  of  accelerated  fire  and 
desperate  mau-to-man  grapple,  in  which  every  struggling  form  seemed  about 
to  be  annihilated,  until  they  were  at  length  flung  back,  a,  few  helpless,  bleed- 
ing fragments  upon  their  paralyzed  support  and  dismayed  resei'ves!  "More 
than  two  thousand  men,"  says  General  Longstreet,  "had  been  killed  or 
wounded  in  thirty  minutes." 

It  was  the  last  magnificent  effort  of  an  over-matched  foe!  Incredible  valor 
had  been  met  by  invincible  valor!  .The  great  crucial  battle  was  over.  Lee 
at  last  was  beaten.  His  invasion  of  the  North  was  ended,  and  Gettysburg  be- 
came the  inspiring  watchward  of  the  Nation's  hope! 

And,  now,  gentlemen,  what  part  did  you  take  in  those  forever  meraotable 
scenes? 

At  the  date  of  this  battle  your  regiment  belonged  to  the  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division  of  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps.  That  brigade  is  generally  as- 
signed by  historians  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  to  the  command  of  the  late 
Brigadier-General  Thomas  L.  Kane.  Technically  it  was  General  Kane's 
Brigade,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  officer  had  been  absent  from  his  post  on 
sick  leave  for  several  weeks  before  Gettysburg,  during  which  time  the  brigade 
was  commanded  by  Colonel  George  A.  Cobham,  Jr.,  of  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteens.  On  the  morning  of  July  2 
General  Kane  arrived  upon  the  field,  still  disabled  and  in  an  ambulance,  just 
as  the  brigade  was  taking  its  position,  and  resumed  command  for  a  few  minutes 
only,  when,  because  of  his  physical  disability,  he.returned  it  again  to  Colonel 
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Cobham,  who  led  the  brigade  in  all  its  operations  during  the  battle — the  gen- 
eral remaining  gallantly  but  inofficially  upon  the  field.  It  is  but  simple  justice 
to  the  memory  of  a  modest,  brave  and  meritorious  officer  whom  we  all  hon- 
ored, and  who,  fifteen  months  later,  at  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Georgia,  fell  glo- 
riously while  leading  his  regiment,  that  record  should  here  be  made  of  Colonel 
Cobham's  services  at  Gettysburg,  and  I  do  it  gladly.  His  efficiency  at  the 
head  of  the  brigade  was  officially  noticed  in  the  report  of  his  superior  officer. 
General  Kane,  who  also  recommended  him  for  a  promotion — that  came,  alas! 
too  late  to  reward  him  on  earth. 

On  July  1  the  regiment  marched  with  its  division  from  Littlestown,  Pa.,  via 
the  Baltimore  turnpike,  and  at  sunset  was  established  in  position  by  General 
Geary,  just  north  of  Little  Round  Top,  on  the  extreme  Union  left,  in  support 
of  a  battery.  Here  it  lay  all  night  on  its  arms.  Early  the  next  morning  the 
division  was  moved  to  Gulp's  Hill  to  join  General  Slocum's  other  troops  at  the 
opposite  extremity  of  the  Union  line,  where,  at  6  o'clock,  it  went  into  position 
on  the  right  of  the  Tweuty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  immediately  on 
the  left  of  General  A.  S.  Williams'  division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps.  Here  a 
substantial  breastwork  of  logs  and  stone  was  completed  by  9  o'clock,  within 
which  the  command  remained  undisturbed  while  Longstreet's  battle  was  raging 
around  the  hill  crest  we  had  vacated  early  in  the  morning.  In  the  evening 
twilight  the  brigade  was  moved  from  its  works  one  mile  to  the  rear  along  the 
Baltimore  turnpike  to  the  point  where  that  road  crosses  Rock  creek,  but  t^as  at 
once  countermarched  to  its  position  on  Gulp's  Hill.  That  fruitless  movement 
out  of  the  line  was  most  ill-timed  and  unfortunate.  While  the  command  was 
gone,  the  enemy  were  concentrating  and  advancing  their  forces  across  Rock 
creek  and  up  the  face  of  the  hill,  and  finding  our  unoccupied  entrenchments, 
took  possession  of  them.  As  our  brigade  re-approached  its  works  through  the 
woods  and  in  the  darkness,  with  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  in  front,  it 
was  fired  upon  from  its  own  trenches.  Not  knowing  what  had  occurred  in  his 
absence,  and  uncertain  whether  the  volley  came  from  oar  own  troops  or  from 
the  foe,  Colonel  Cobham  withdrew  the  brigade  to  the  turnpike,  and  advancing 
thence  to  the  rear  of  General  Greene,  who  had  not  left  the  works,  led  his  men 
back  into  line  at  a  right  angle  from  their  old  position.  From  this  refused  line, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  commanding  the  regiment,  at  11  o'clock,  was  or- 
dered to  replace  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  in  the  trenches. 
Two  companies  on  the  left  hand  entered  the  works,  when  a  sharp  volley  from 
the  right  and  rear,  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  feet,  checked  the  movement, 
and  disclosed  the  facts  to  our  officers.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  with  his 
usual  coolness  and  precision,  instantly  formed  the  remaining  companies  of  the 
battalion  at  right  angles  with  the  entrenchments,  to  face  the  fire,  and  sent  for- 
ward scouts  to  reconnoiter  his  front.  They  found  the  enemy  sheltered  in  our 
rifle-pits,  and  the  regiment  remained  where  it  was  until  3  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  when  an  effort  was  made  to  withdraw  the  general  line  slightly  to  the 
rear,  under  cover  of  the  darkness  that  preceded  the  dawn.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker  was  thus  retiring  his  men,  one  at  a  time,  with  the  utmost  caution, 
when  the  vigilant  enemy  detected  the  movement,  and,  supposing  the  position 
was  being  vacated,  opened  fire.  The  volley  was  promptly  returned  by  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Regiment,  which  then  took  its  position  in  the  new  line, 
and  remained  there  alert  but  undisturbed  during  the  half  hour  that  intervened 
before  daylight.  Thus  passed  the  night  of  July  2. 
38 
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When  day  broke  on  the  eventful  morning  of  July  3,  the  situation  on  Gulp's 
Hill  was  as  follows:  Ruger  was  upon  the  Union  right,  his  line  extending  well 
down  the  hill  towards  the  turnpike.  Geary,  with  our  division,  occupied  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  in  the  center,  facing  the  northeast,  and  Wadsworth  was  on 
his  left,  his  line  bending  westward  and  connecting  with  Robinson  on  Cemetery 
Hill.  Close  before  these  troops,  and  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  hill,  was  the 
rebel  General  Johnson's  command  which  had  been  reinforced  during  the  night 
and  now  numbered  seven  strong  brigades.  It  was  a  detachment  of  these  troops 
that  had  seized  the  vacated  trenches  of  our  brigade  on  the  previous  evening; 
and  it  was  they  who  were  to  make  the  first  offensive  movement  on  the  3d.  At 
day-dawn  firing  began  on  the  picket  line  and  the  enemy's  column,  closed  in 
mass,  came  on  with  a  defiant  yell.  They  were  halted  with  a  heavy  fire  and 
compelled  to  seek  shelter  behind  the  trees  and  boulders  with  which  the  hill 
was  covered.  A  stubborn  struggle  for  six  hours  resulted  when  a  desperate 
bayonet  charge  by  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with-  .heavy  loss,  and  the  foe  was 
forced  finally  beyond  the  breastworks.  During  this  period,  as  the  various  regi- 
ments exhausted  their  ammunition,  they  were  relieved,  one  at  a  time,  to  refill 
their  cartridge  boxes  and  clean  their  rifles.  Twice  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment  expended  all  its  cartridges,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  conflict  it  was  found  that  it  had  used  one  hundred  and  sixty  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man!  At  10  o'clock  Shaler's  Brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  re- 
lieved Cobham's  exhausted  men  and  they  withdrew  for  food  and  rest.  At  2 
o'clock  the  command  again  took  its  place  in  the  trenches  and  maintained  a 
desultory  fire  throughout  the  afternoon  and  evening.  But  the  battle  on 
Meade's  right  had  ended  with  the  repulse  of  the  enemy's  charge  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  Johnson's  force  had  disappeared 
from  our  front. 

Upon  the  field  where  this  determined  and  important — but  not  exploited — en- 
gagement took  place,  General  Kane  reported  that  five  hundred  dead  were 
found,  and,  within  an  area  of  two  acres,  1,803  stands  of  abandoned  arms  were 
gathered  up.  Some  of  the  rebel  dead  lay  on  line  with  our  own,  showing  how 
close  and  desperate  had  been  the  in-fighting,  and  at  the  close  of  .the  war,  one 
military  writer  has  declared  "  that  the  scene  of  this  conflict  was  covered  by  a 
forest  of  dead  trees  ;  leaden  bullets  proving  as  fatal  to  them  as  to  the  soldiers 
whose  bodies  were  thickly  strewn  beneath  them. ' ' 

It  was  this  gallant  and  successful  defense  of  Culp's  Hill,  so  early  in  the  day, 
that  led  to  the  miscarriage  of  the  second  of  Lee's  principal  movements  of  the 
3d  of  July,  to  which  I  have  referred,  viz  :  His  extended  assault  of  the  Union 
right,  in  force,  by  Ewell's  Corps. 

Of  our  regiment's  share  in  the  engagement  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  says 
in  his  official  report : 

In  this  fight  about  half  of  my  regiment  was  in  open  line,  fighting  a  desperate  foe  be- 
hind the  very  rifle-pita  we  had  built  for  our  own  protection.  I  am  proud  to  say  my  men 
fought  feeling  that  they  were  Pennsylvanlans  in  Pennsylvania.  •  *  *  i  wish  to 
mention  as  deserving  praise  forgreat  bravery  and  coolness,  Captains  Woeltge,  Thomas, 
and  Warner ;  also  that  Sergeants  Henry  Dieffenbaoh,  George  Selkregg,  Andrew  W. 
Tracy,  Andrew  J.  Bemis,  John  L.  Wella  and  Mills  F.  Allison,  and  Privates  John  Hughes 
and  Orrin  Sweet  deserve  mention. 

We  lost  five  men  killed,  viz  :  Sergeant  Ebenezer  F.  Allen,  Company  C,  and 
Trivates  Charles  Miller  and  John  M.  Richardson,  Company  B  ;  John  Sheemer, 
Company  B,  and  Orlando  S.  Campbell,  Company  K  ;  and  sixteen  were  wounded, 
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of  whom  Theron  P.  Swap,  Company  H,  died  on  the  6th.  These  casualties  may 
now  appear  slight,  but  they  represented  about  one-lifth  of  the  brigade's  loss 
out  of  a  total  number  engaged  in  the  brigade  of  only  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  men. 

The  4th  day  of  July,  1863,  the  eighty-seventh  national  anniversaiy,  was 
spent  by  us  in  burying  the  dead  in  our  front ;  and  on  Sunday,  the  5th,  the 
regiment  returned  to  Littlestown  to  join  in  the  pursuit  of  Lee's  retreating 
army  ;  and  thereafter  to  continue  in  active  service  in  the  east  and  west  during 
two  additional  yeare,  throughout  which  it  lailed  not  to  add  to  its  early  honors 
on  many  another  hard-fought  field. 

And  now,  at  an  interval  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  war  for 
the  Union  closed  in  complete  triumph,  we,  representing  the  survivors  of  our 
gallant  and  beloved  battalion,  meet  here  to-day  for  the  performance  of  a  tender 
and  patriotic  duty.  Upon  the  exact  spot  where  our  command  expended  one 
hundred  and  sixty  rounds  ot  ammunition  per  man,  on  July  3,  ] 863,' we  pro- 
pose to  unveil  this  beautiful  monument  to  the  service  of  the  regiment  and  to 
the  memory  of  other  comrades  who  then  and  here  yielded  up  their  lives  to  their 
coun  try. 

Our  thoughts  in  this  hour  are,  therefore,  of  necessity,  in  the  first  place  per- 
sonal. We  have  recalled  before  us  those  young  men  of  whom  the  fortune  of 
war  demanded  the  highest  sacrifice,  and  to-day  we  write  the  story  of  their 
heroism  upon  this  shaft  for  the  perusal  of  coming  generations.  These  brave 
men  died  while  the  great  issue  was  yet  undecided.  They  felt  not  the  thrill 
nor  shared  the  acclaim  of  the  final  victory.  For  them  there  was  no  glad  home 
coming,  no  return  to  wife  or  mother,  no  civic  crown,  no  earthly  applause. 
They  fell  in  the  thick  of  battle,  sustained  only  by  their  faith,  rewarded  only 
by  the  consciousness  of  duty  done.  It  is  little,  indeed,  that  we  can  do  to  re- 
quite their  sacrifice,  but  by  this  act  to-day  we  afiirm  they  shall  nerer  be  for- 
gotten !  Henceforth  forever  here  stands  a  visible  altar  from  which  the  incense 
of  that  sacrifice  shall  perpetually  ascend  to  mingle  with  that  of  other  similar 
altars  and  make  this  field,  from  Gulp's  Hill  to  Round  Top,  a,  fragrant  temple 
of  the  Nation's  dead!  "With  the  twenty-five  hundred  others  who  fell  within 
the  Union  lines  in  this  battle  we  canonize  these  men  in  the  paradise  of  Na- 
tional heroes,  and  this  monument  is  the  symbol  of  their  apothesis  I  There  let 
it  stand,  and  while  its  granite  finger  points  upward  let  the  American  people 
confess  their  debt  to  those  whose  valor  it  commemorates  ! 

And  not  to  them  alone  do  we  dedicate  it.  From  first  to  last  our  regiment 
lost  by  death  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  officers  and  men.  Their  dust  lies 
to-day  in  widely  separated  graves,  many  of  them  unmarked  and  unknown. 
From  the  Potomac  to  the  Cumberland,  from  the  Cumberland  to  the  Savannah, 
and  from  the  Savannah  back  again  to  the  Potomac,  they  sleep  upon  their  arms, 
on  well-earned  fields.  Theirs  was  the  devotion  and  theirs  the  sacrifice  of  the 
men  who  fell  here  !  They  are  all  equals  in  fame.  Is  there  not  a  sense,  then, 
in  which  this,  our  only  battle  monument,  is  for  them  all?  The  meaning  of 
this  shaft  intensifies  before  this  thought ;  our  obligation  heightens  in  its  pre- 
.sence,  and  I  am  sure  I  do  not  transcend  your  purpose  when  I  say  that  we  dedi- 
cate this  memorial  column,  not  alone  to  our  comrades  who  died  at  Gettysburg, 
but  to  the  whole  body  of  our  regimental  dead  !  To  us  it  shall  stand  a  monu- 
ment to  their  several  and  united  virtues  and  sacrifices,  and  while  it  endures 
the  least  and  humblest  of  them  all  shall  not  lack  a  tombstone  or  an  epitaph  ! 
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So,  also,  this  monument  while  it  commemorates  our  dead,  voices  as  well  the 
services  of  the  living.  Battles  are  not  won  solely  by  those  who  die  in  them. 
There  is  a  necessary  and  prevailing  heroism,  that,  escaping  personal  death, 
braves  the  accumulating  perils  of  the  contest  and  forces  victory  from  them  !  A 
heroism,  whose  privilege  is  endurance,  and  whose  test  is  active  faithfulness. 
Gettysburg,  therefore,  has  heroes  other  than  those  whose  graves  crowd  her  na- 
tional cemetery,  and  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Eegimeut  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  had,  in  that  battle,  many  a  Spartan-hearted  soldier  whose  life  was 
not  then  required  of  him.  In  addition  to  its  men  who  died,  it  had  there  liv- 
ing men  who  closed  their  ranks  with  sterner  resolution  as  their  comrades  fell ; 
men  who  peered  vigilantly  into  the  darkness  the  night  through,  with  their 
dead  at  their  feet,  and  the  breath  of  the  foe  upon  their  cheeks  ;  men  who  de- 
livered their  fire  for  six  hours  into  the  serried  ranks  opposing  them  ;  men  whose 
hearts  the  rebel  yell  could  not  dismay,  nor  the  bayonet  charge  appal ;  men 
who,  in  one  word,  had  the  opportunity  and  the  nerve  to  stand  out  the  battle  ! 
It  had  such  men  there,  I  say,  with  shoulder  straps  and  without,  and  upon  these 
men,  and  their  fellows,  whom  death  spared,  devolved  the  final  issue  of  the 
struggle,  and  bravely,  grandly,  they  met  it !  I  submit  that  their  service  is  in- 
terwoven with  that  of  their  fallen  comrades,  and  that  this  monument  stands  here 
from  this  day  to  attest  alike  the  sacrifice  of  the  dead  and  the  prowess  of  the 
living  upon  the  field  ! 

But,  my  friends,  the  setting  up  of  this  monument  means  vastly  more  than 
all  this.  That  shaft  is  not  only  an  expression  of  our  respect  and  aflfection  for 
the  men,  living  and  dead,  who  served  in  our  regiment  in  this  battle — it  is  a 
sacred  memorial,  as  well,  of  the  cause  for  which  they  fought !  It  commemo- 
rates an  issue  that  involved  our  land  in  four  years  of  relentless  war,  and  that  cost, 
besides  nearly  three  billions  of  money,  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  hu- 
man lives  !  That  sacrifice  was  appalling.  It  draped  the  Nation  in  garments 
of  woe,  and  in  its  effects  is  not  yet  outlived.  And  it  was  justified  by  the  crisis. 
The  issue  at  stake  more  than  paralleled  the  cost  of,  and  explains  and  recom- 
penses the  sacrifice  ;  and  this  is  the  significant  and  ultimate  proclamation  of 
these  battle-monuments.  Distance  has  already  mantled  the  rugged  outlines  of 
the  war  period  with  a  softening  indistinctness,  and  time  is  obliterating  the 
sharpness  of  their  impress  from  the  public  mind.  The  agonizing  days  when 
the  fate  of  earth's  newest  and  best  civilization  trembled  in  the  balance  over  the 
abyss  of  destruction  ;  when,  from  the  great  genius  whom  God  had  placed  in 
the  chair  of  state  to  the  humblest  child  in  all  the  land,  every  loyal  heart  throb- 
bed and  prayed  and  struggled  for  the  Nation's  life  ;  when,  every  ten  minutes, 
for  four  awful  years,  some  human  life  was  demanded  and  given,  and  when  the 
tumultuous  tides  of  pxiblic  feeling,  sweeping  away  all  other  intents,  poured 
into  the  issue  with  the  promise  of  the  last  dollar  and  the  last  life — these  days 
of  intense,  vicarious,  desperate  suffering  and  devotion,  are  jiassed  away.  The 
throes  of  the  struggle  are  ended,  and  a  new  generation  that  felt  them  not  and 
cannot  comprehend  their  reality  lias  appeared.  It  is  well  that  this  is  possible, 
and  we  are  thankful  that  it's  true.  But  never  while  time  endures  and  the 
emblem  of  the  American  Republic  fioats,  can  the  Nation  permit  the  issues  of 
that  contest  to  be  forgotten,  nor  their  ethics  to  be  misunderstood.  The  facts 
that  precipitated  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  are  historic,  and  are  written  in  let- 
ters of  blood.  The  principles  upon  which  that  rebellion  was  incited  are  funda- 
mental to  our  civilization  and  government,  and  can  never  be  abdicated  nor 
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compromised.  The  results  of  tbat  contest  are  supreme  and  final,  and  must  be 
acknowledged  and  accepted  throughout  the  land  forever  !  A  thousand  centu- 
ries of  time  can  neither  vary  nor  explain  them  away,  and  men  must  not — and 
by  the  sacred  memory  of  the  Nation's  dead,  they  shall  not — multiply  or  over- 
turn them  ! 

There  is,  at  least,  one  body  of  men  among  us  whom  neither  the  lapse  of  time 
nor  the  sophistries  of  foolish  or  selfish  sentimentalities  can  cheat  in  this  mat- 
ter— the  veteran  soldiers  of  the  Republic.  To  them  the  war  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  can  never  become  ancient  history  or  a  questionable  expedient. 
It  was,  and  is,  to  them  the  holiest  incident  of  their  civil  life.  It  was,  and 
is  to  them,  a  defense  almost  to  the  limit  of  the  Nation's  resources,  of  all  that  is 
vital  and  precious  in  free  institutions,  against  premeditated  treason  and  armed 
and  vindictive  rebellion.  It  was,  and  is,  and  ever  shall  be,  to  them  the  exe- 
cution of  an  invincible  resolve  that ' '  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
and  for  the  people  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth."  And,  therefore,"  while  the 
Union  veteran  does  not  now  feel,  and  has  never  felt,  one  impulse  of  resentment 
towards  those  who  were  lately  in  arms  against  the  government — for  the  issue 
was  not  personal  between  him  and  them  ;  and  while  he  accords  to  the  mass  of 
the  Southern  people  perfect  sincerity  of  purpose  during  the  years  1861-65,  yet 
does  he  insist  that  the  men  who  then  made  war  against  the  constituted  author- 
ity of  the  United  States,  incited  others  so  to  do,  were,  by  that  act,  either  mis- 
leading or  misled  rebels,  and  as  such,  were  guilty  of  the  highest  offense  known 
to  the  State.  Free  citizenship  is  by  its  very  nature  vested  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  personal  loyalty  to  the  authority  conferring  it,  and  that  responsibility 
cannot  be  abdicated  without  crime.  But  the  South  did  this  thing.  She  de- 
clared the  Eepublic  dissolved.  She  reviled  it.  She  renounced  her  allegiance 
to  it.  She  marshalled  her  armies  against  it.  She  made  war  upon  it.  She  at- 
tempted its  destruction.  The  volunteer  soldiery  of  the  Nation  were  called  forth 
to  prevent  the  consummation  of  this  fratricidal  wickedness.  By  the  help  of 
the  God  of  righteousness  they  did  prevent  it,  and  hence  they  believe  and  de- 
clare in  the  words  of  the  late  President  Garfield,  himself  their  comrade,  that, 
"  The  war  for  the  Union  was  right — everlastingly  right !  The  war  against  the 
Union  was  wrong — eternally  wrong  !  ' '  Every  Union  soldier's  oath  of  enlist- 
ment, every  dead  soldier's  grave,  every  living  soldier's  scars,  every  man  that 
wore  the  blue  in  all  the  land  is  a  proclamation  of  this  inevitable  fact,  and  when 
the  last  living  witness  thereto  shall  have  passed  away,  then  will  these  battle- 
tombs  and  the  glory  of  the  saved  Nation  declare  it  to  all  the  world  forever. 

And  if  the  successful  war  which  our  soldiers  waged  for  the  Union  was  right, 
then  the  results  of  that  war  are  final  and  just.  These  results  comprehend  the 
affirmation,  first,  that  the  national  fabric  is  indestructible.  It  is  the  unit  of 
our  political  structure,  and  cannot  be  dissolved.  Secession  from  it  is  impossi- 
ble and  rebellion  within  it  is  excuseless  because  its  organism  provides  evermore 
for  the  peaceful  and  lawful  correction  of  all  civil  imperfections.  Its  govern- 
ment reverts  perpetually  to  the  people.  They  are  sovereign,  and  their  will 
cannot  be  subverted.  Despotism  or  tyranny  is  impossible,  justice  is  inevitable, 
and  therefore,  there  can  never  arise  a  true  motion  for  assaulting  the  State  by 
violence,  and  no  argument  for  civil  war  can  ever  again  be  formulated  among 
us.     A  rival  nationality  can  never  be  carved  out  of  our  territory. 

The  results  of  the  war  mean,  secondly,  the  absolute  civil  equality  of  all  men 
before  the  law.     Slavery  died  in  the  Union  trenches.     The  bondman  became 
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at  once  a  freeman,  a  patriot  soldier,  and  a  legal  citizen  under  the  transfigura- 
tion glory  of  the  mighty  conflict.  His  loyal  heart  and  his  shed  blood  pro- 
claimed him  worthy  of  the  proud  investiture,  and  the  pen-point  of  the  immor- 
tal Lincoln  knighted  him  in  the  chivalry  of  manhood.  His  right  to  himself  is 
henceforth  to  be  unchallenged.  His  political  rights  are  as  sacred  as  those  of 
any  other  citizen.  The  United  States  of  America  have  guaranteed  to  him  free- 
dom, peace,  and  protection  in  the  exercise  of  every  personal  and  civil  function, 
and  the  mandate  of  the  war  is  that  wherever  the  starry  flag  floats  he  shall  en- 
joy these  gifts.  This  enlargement  of  human  liberty  won  by  the  great  contest 
is  abridged,  it  is  denied,  wherever  the  impartial  prerogative  of  every  citizen, 
white  and  black.  North  and  South,  is  in  any  sense  restricted  or  'overthrown. 
The  Nation  is  pledged  to  universal  manhood  sufirage,  and  its  promise  must  be 
redeemed  to  the  letter,  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  pledge,  or  it  is  dishonored  ! 

The  results  of  the  war  imply,  finally,  the  acceptance,  in  good  faith,  of  this 
new  political  order  by  the  Southern  people.  That  conflict  was  decisive,  it  was, 
in  its  issue,  absolute.  The  rebellious  armies  were  conquered.  The  idea  which 
animated  them  was  exploded.  It  no  longer  exists.  The  whole  scheme  of  a 
' '  Southern  Confederacy' ' '  has  collapsed  and  perished.  There  remains  not  even 
a  "lost  cause."  The  Union  was  literally  and  unconditionally  vindicated,  and 
it  therefore  had  the  right  to  impose  terms  upon  the  vanquished.  You  and  I 
remember  when  not  only  the  defeated  South  but  the  civilized  world  listened 
with  bated  breath  for  the  announcement  of  those  terms.  What  were  they? 
The  punishment,  by  death  or  exile,  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  ?  The  im- 
position of  hard  conditions  upon  the  people  ?  The  demand  of  a  war  indemnity  ? 
Not  at  all.  Other  nations  might  thus  afl[lict  their  prostrate  enemies,  but  it  re- 
mained for  General  Grant  at  Appomattox  to  parole  Lee's  soldiers  to  their 
homes,  and  bid  them  retain  their  animals  for  individual  purposes  ;  it  remained 
for  the  United  States  Government  to  pardon  every  man  that  had  drawn  his 
sword  against  it,  on  the  simple  condition  of  his  swearing  allegiance  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  with  the  insurrectionary  States  to  resume  their  suspended  civil 
functions,  and  so  to  welcome  again  their  representatives  to  the  halls  of  legisla- 
tion !  That  was  magnanimity  unparalleled.  It  was  Christianity  exemplified. 
It  was  the  spirit  of  the  forgiving  and  gentle  Lincoln  nationalized  !  It  was  the 
holy  and  fitting  climax  of  a  contest  which  from  the  beginning  had  been  waged 
"  with  malice  towards  none,  with  charity  for  all,"  and  of  no  act  of  the  Nation 
during  the  war  period  am  I  more  proud  than  of  this.  It  was  an  appeal  to 
fraternal  impulse  which  could  not  be  in  vain,  and  it  made  the  basis  of  restored 
Union  complete.  Thereafter  there  could  be  no  sectionalism,  much  less  any 
alienation,  among  the  real  manhood  of  the  Nation,  for  nothing  less  could  be 
asked,  uothing  more  could  be  gi\eii. 

If  there  were  friction  and  injustice  in  the  process  of  restoring  the  civil  equi- 
librium of  the  rebellions  States  under  the  new  order,  as  there  were,  it  may  be 
said  that  these  things  were  not  intended,  and  llieir  avoidance  was  not  possible. 
The  spirit  of  the  Government  was  humane  and  magnanimona  from  first  to  last, 
and  is  ■worthy  of  all  pi'aise. 

The  South  has  been,  and  is,  on  its  honor  before  tliese  conditions.  As  it  meets 
tliem  frankly  it  attests  its  worthiness.  Its  task  has  lieeu  <lifficult,  it's  true,  but 
it  must  be  wrought  out,  :ind  he  is  no  friend  who  would  beguile  it  from  its 
duty.  The  South  has  no  grievance  against  the  United  Stales.  Its  grievance. 
is  against  tlie  misiruided  and  wicked  men  who  led  it,  despite  its  judgment,  into 
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rebellion.  The  issue  of  the  war  was  the  salvation  not  only  of  the  Nation  but 
of  the  Southern  people.  It  rescued  them  from  the  burden  of  a  fatal  domestic 
iniquity.  It  opened  to  them  the  door  of  a  real  and  great  prosperity.  It  gave 
them  the  impulse  of  a  new  and  better  life.  It  perfected  their  national  homo- 
geneity. Their  loss  is  gain,  and  every  dictate  of  wisdom  and  patriotism  binds 
them  to  the  new  present.  Loyalty  to  the  Nation  is  loyalty  to  themselves.  It 
is  the  pledge  of  their  peace  and  the  promise  of  their  prosperity. 

The  South,  the  real  South,  I  verily  believe,  understands  this  and  is  honestly 
following  forth  this  lesson  of  the  war,  and  therefore  it  is  that  the  service  ive 
perform  here  to-day  is  indicative  of  an  additional  and  final  fact — that  of  na- 
tional reconciliation.  Surely  the  grave  is  the  end  oJ  earthly  strife.  The  tomb 
mutely  reconciles  all  human  differences — it  heals  every  wound  and  lulls  all 
storms  at  last.  "Within  its  solemn  portals  all  bitterness  decays,  and  from  it 
faith,  and  hope,  and  love,  find  their  resurrection.  Beneath  the.se  memorial  mon- 
uments are  sunk  the  graves  not  indeed  of  our  fallen  comrades  but,  let  us  fondly 
hope,  of  disunion  and  sectional  alienation.  These  latter  evils,  and  not  the 
brave  men  who  charged  these  hills,  were  our  real  foes,  and  let  us  thank  God 
they  died.  And  above  their  resting-place  let  North  and  South  clasj)  hands  in 
indissoluble  brotherhood.  Never  again  can  the  one  be  arrayed  against  the 
other.  Their  wounds  now  unite  them.  They  each  see  the  right.  The}'  feel 
the  throb  of  kinship  and  destiny.  Separating  barriers  have  melted  in  the  fierce 
heat  of  battle  ;  chasms  are  closed  ;  for  the  first  time  the  American  people  are 
one  people,  and  their  united  strength  will  perpetuate  and  enlarge  and  ennoble 
the  Nation  forever.  The  bow  of  peace  spans  the  national  sky  and  the  song  of 
concord  is  in  the  national  heart.  At  New  York,  in  April  last,  the  blue  and  the 
grey  kept  step  to  the  music  of  the  Nation's  centennial,  and  men  who  fought  at 
Gettysburg  were  rivals  ouly  in  patriotic  boasts.  From  the  nettle  war  we  have 
jlucked  the  flower  peace,  and  this  lovely  fl.ower  in  all  the  beauty  of  its  perfect 
bloom  we  lay  upon  our  unveiled  monument  to-day.  The  dream  which  cheered 
the  hearts  of  our  brave  boys  as  they  fell  asleep,  the  hope  which  sustained  the 
courage  of  their  fellows  as  they  pushed  on  through  the  weary  years  of  the  con- 
test ;  the  consummation  for  which  wise  men  planned  and  devout  men  and  wo- 
men prayed  are  realized  !  All  has  fully  come  !  The  work  was  not  done  in 
vain.  It  has  fruited  in  universal  benediction,  and  to  this  achievement,  as 
well  as  to  the  heroism  ol  the  struggle  itself,  do  we  dedicate  this  impressive 
memorial.  "While  it  abides  let  it  attest  a  Nation's  salvation,  a  peace  bravely 
won,  a  lesson  manfully  heeded,  and  a  civilization  unified,  enlarged  and  per- 
fected. 

And  now,  having  rendered  this  of&ce  of  love  to  those  of  whom,  and  that  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  let  us  turn  hence  with  our  faces  toward  the  future.  Our 
earthly  sun  seeks  the  western  sky,  but  our  day  is  not  yet  done,  nor  is  our  dis- 
charge from  duty  gained.  As  our  martyr  President  said  on  this  field  while  the 
thunder  of  conflict  was  still  upon  it,  the  brave  men  who  died  here  dedicated  it 
more  sacredly  than  can  any  poor  words  of  ours  ;  and  it  remains  for  us  only  to 
dedicate  ourselves,  by  the  inspiration  of  their  example,  to  the  work  that  still 
lies  before  us.  So  let  us  do  to-day,  and  carry  from  this  place  of  tender  and 
thrilling  memories,  a  new  devotement  to  all  that  pertains  to  an  enlightened 
patriotism  and  an  intelligent  faith. 
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"Soon  rested  those  who  fought ;  but  thou 
"Who  mingled  in  the  harder  strife 

For  truths  which  men  receive  not  now — 
Thy  warfare  only  ends  with  life  ! 

"  Yet  nerve  thy  spirit  to  the  proof. 
And  blench  not  at  thy  chosen  lot; 

The  timid  good  may  stand  aloof — 
The  sage  may  frown— yet  faint  thou  not. 

"  Yea,  though  thou  He  upon  the  dust. 
When  they  who  helped  thee  flee  in  fear ; 

Die  full  of  hope  and  manly  trust. 
Like  those  who  fell  in  battle  here  ! 

"  Another  hand  thy  sword  shall  wield. 
Another  hand  the  standard  wave  ; 

Till  from  the  trumpet's  mouth  is  pealed 
The  blast  of  triumph  o'er  thy  grave  1 " 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

114™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

November  ii,  i888 

ADDRESS  BY  CAPTAIN  A.  W.  GIVIN 

COMRADES: — A  pleasant  duty  has  been  assigned  me,  that  of  transferring 
to  the  custody  of  the  Battlefield  Memorial  Association  this  statue,  and 
in  doing  so  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  of  commendation  to 
the  Committee;  also  to  compliment  the  artist  on  the  completion  of  such 
a  beautiful  piece  of  work. 

To  the  Committee  I  can  say,  comrades,  your  days,  weeks,  yea  months  of 
labor,  thought  and  study  have  been  rewarded  in  the  production  of  the  figure 
standing  now  before  us. 

In  the  selection  of  a  subject  none  better  could  have  been  chosen,  for  here  we 
have  a  fae  simile  of  our  own  regiment;  and  in  the  choice  of  the  artist  we  can 
say  you  did  wisely.  And  to  the  artist,  Edward  A.  Kretchman,  who  has  carried 
out  in  every  particular  and  detail  the  will  and  wish  of  the  Committee,  thereby 
giving  to  us  a  statue  which  he  and  we  to-day  feel  proud  of. 

Standing  as  it  does  looking  to  our  left  which  is  being  driven  back,  is  prepar- 
ing to  give  them  another  shot.  This  may  appear  to  be  the  production  of  the 
imagination  of  the  artist's  brain,  but  it  is  not.  It  is  a  reality  as  some  of  you 
now  standing  herfe  can  testify.  Men  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  stood 
as  this  man  stands,  contesting  the  ground  inch  by  inch. 

The  artist  has  given  to  him  an  expression  of  determination.  He  is  fighting 
freedom's  battle,  the  enemy  must  be  driven  back.  Long  marches,  short  rations, 
little  rest  or  sleep  weaves  into  the  knitted  brow  a  look  of  firmness.  The  com- 
pressed lips  could  they  be  opened  would  say  emphatically,  "The  enemy  must 
be  driven  back!"  But  I  must  pass  on  and  ask  the  question,  "What  meanetli 
this?"  I  will  answer,  "To  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  Those  who  sur- 
vive as  well  as  to  those  who  have  fallen,  is  this  monument  dedicated." 


^^'^^ 
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Those  who  marched  that  long  and  weary  march  through  rain  and  mud  from 
Emmitsburg  to  Gettysburg,  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  well  remember  how  you 
were  urged  forward  by  the  heavy  firing  to  the  right,  hurriedly  passing  up  this 
very  road  and  by  this  very  place,  and  as  the  sun  sank  behind  those  hills  in  the 
west,  found  you  in  the  rear  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  near  Cemetery  Hill.  Then 
moved  from  one  position  to  another  until  dawn  of  day  found  you  on  that  ridge, 
at  the  edge  of  the  wheat-field,  supporting  E  First  Rhode  Island  Battery,  Lieu- 
tenant John  K.  Bucklyn  in  charge,  and  remaining  there  until  the  battery  was 
compelled  to  limber  up  and  go  to  the  rear.  Then  a  charge  was  made.  Men 
sprang  forward  ready  to  meet  the  advancing  enemy.  And  here  I  would  cull  a 
few  words  from  the  report  of  Major-General  Lafayette  McLaws,  commanding 
the  division  of  Confederates  in  our  front,  in  giving  a  description  of  the  charge, 
"Very  soon  a  heavy  column  moved  in  two  lines  of  battle  across  the  wheatfield 
to  attack  my  position  in  such  a  manner  as  to  take  the  Seventh  South  Carolina 
in  the  flank  on  the  right."  So  much  as  the  two  lines  as  he  says -were  seen 
moving  forward  he  was  mistaken,  as  there  was  only  one  line  and  that  was  not 
very  heavy.  The  line  advanced  until  they  reached  the  road,  and  here  I  may  be 
permitted  to  set  to  rights  a  matter  that  has  given  rise  to  considerable  argument, 
and  that  is,  some  contend  they  climbed  over  the  fence  into  the  road,  while  others 
contend  there  was  no  fence.  Both  assertions  are  true.  Our  pioneers  were  sent 
out  to  remove  the  fence  and  had  partly  chopped  it  down  when  they  vpere  com- 
pelled to  desist  by  the  heavy  picket  firing,  so  that  when  the  regiment  advanced 
the  right  was  compelled  to  jump  the  fence  while  the  left  had  no  fence  to  climb. 

Upon  reaching  the  road  the  enemy  was  seen  advancing  in  two  lines.  Steadily 
they  moved  forward  until  both  parties  met  at  or  near  the  old  barn,  when  a 
fearful  fight  took  place;  better  described  by  one  of  the  brigade  commanders  of 
the  Confederates,  for  he  says  in  his  report,  "Within  a  few  feet  of  each  other 
these  brave  men.  Confederates  and  Federals,  maintained  a  desperate  conflict." 

How  long  you  remained  in  this  position  we  know  not.  The  time  when  you 
left  the  position  in  the  wheat-field  to  make  the  charge  was  about  3  pm. 
When  you  fell  back  and  the  Fifth  Corps  came  to  take  your  place,  and  when  the 
Baltimore  pike  was  reached  the  sun  had  gone  down  and  it  was  quite  dark. 
The  brigade  was  assembled  by  break  of  day  at  or  near  "Devil's  Den,"  and 
there  rations  were  distributed.  After  partaking  of  something  to  eat  the  brigade 
was  ordered'  to  the  support  of  the  Second  Corps,  which  was  being  pressed  very 
heavily,  and  who  needed  support.  The  regiment  lay  in  the  rear  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Pennsylvania,  and  was  able  to  assist  in  the  loading  of  the  pieces  of  the 
men  of  the  Sixty-ninth.  The  balance  of  the  time  we  spent  in  gathering  up 
the  muskets  and  burying  the  dead. 

It  was  a  sad  and  sorrowful  task  to  lay  beneath  the  ground  he  who  had  only 
a,  little  while  before  been  your  companion  and  tentmate,  now  mangled  and 
torn,  you  not  even  able  to  recognize  him.  Then  you  remember  the  sickening 
sight  that  met  your  gaze  as  you  advanced  to  where  the  old  barn  stood  to  find 
it  in  ashes  and  the  charred  remains  of  many  of  your  companions.  You  could 
mark  their  graves  as  that  of  unknown.  The  wounded  were  taken  up  and 
taken  to  the  hospital,  many  to  die  on  the  journey  thither. 

Comrades,  this  ground  upon  which  we  stand  is  consecrated  ground,  made  so 
by  the  blood  of  our  own  comrades  being  so  freely  shed  upon  it.  Would  I 
could  give  the  names  of  those  brave  men.  Let  the  names  of  DeHaven  and 
McCartney,  whose  names  were  hastily  carved  upon  a  board  and  placed  at  the 
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head  of  their  graves  be  ever  remembered.  The  former,  whose  remains  were 
transferred  to  the  village  cemetery,  and  whose  gi-ave  every  year  is  strewn  with 
the  choicest  of  roses,  and  whose  memory  is  ever  kept  green,  was  my  dear 
friend,  he  was  my  tentmate. 

The  brigade  pitted  against  you  was  Barksdale's,  of  McLaws'  Division,  and 
was  composed  of  Mississippi  troops.  Their  loss  was,  killed,  105;  wounded 
550;  missing,  92;  total,  747.  Your  loss  as  a  brigade  was  61  killed,  508  wounded, 
171  missing,  making  a  total  of  740;  seven  less  than  the  Confederates. 

In  looking  over  the  figures  given  to  us  of  the  number  of  men  engaged  in 
this  battle  we  find  the  Confederates  had  9,536  cavalry,  4,460  artillery,  54,356 
infantry;  total,  68,.'>52.  In  the  battle  8,950  afterwards  reported,  making 
77,302. 

The  Union  army  was  composed  of  12,978  cavalry,  7,183  artillery,  77,208 
infantry;  total  97,369.  Afterwards  reported,  4,310,  making  101,679.  Tlie 
losses  I  am  not  able  to  give,  but  it  is  estimated  that  60,000  men  of  both  armies 
vpere  lost,  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

And  now,  comrades,  here  let  ns  renew  our  fealty  to  each  other.  Let  the  as- 
sociations formed  upon  the  battle-field,  on  the  march  and  in  camp,  be  of  such 
a  character  that  it  will  not  be  severed  until  the  great  death  reaper  shall  put 
forth  his  sickle  and  we  then  be  gathered  home.  Let  us  never  neglect  one 
thing:  that  to  strew  in  budding  spring  the  graves  of  our  brave  comrades  who 
sleep  the  last  sleep  and  who  have  fought  their  last  battle.  When  opportunity 
ofiers  remember  your  living  comrades  and  the  -widows  and  orphans  of  those 
■who  have  gone. 


ADDRESS  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  E.  K.  BOWEN 

r  r">HE  objectof  this  narrative  is  simply  to  record  the  part  taken  in  the  battle 
I  of  Gettysburg  by  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
I  vania  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  well-drilled  and  disciplined,  as  efiicient 
and  as  brave  a  regiment  as  there  was  in  the  United  States  service  dur- 
ing the  rebellion  ;  to  show  the  zeal  and  alacrity  with  which  it  obeyed  the  or- 
ders given  to  it,  and  occupied  the  position  to  which  it  was  assigned  ;  to  do 
honor  and  justice  to  its  noble  dead,  who  so  willingly  gave  their  lives,  and  to 
give  due  credit  to  its  survivors,  many  of  whom  gave  their  limbs  and  their  blood 
for  the  defense  of  their  native  State,  and  the  flag  of  the  Union  and  their  country. 
The  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with 
the  Fifty-seventh  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  the  Sixty-third  Eegiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  the  Sixty-eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-first  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  all,  it  will  be  noted, 
Pennsylvania  troops, constituted  the  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Charles  K. 
Graham,  First  Division,  Major-General  D.  B.  Birney,  Third  Corps,  Major-Gen- 
eral  D.  E.  Sickles,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Major-General  George  G.  Meade. 
The  recital  of  the  part  taken  in  n  general  engagement  by  a  regiment  that  is 
brigaded  with  others,  is  necessarily  very  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  brigade 
of  which  it  forms  a  part,  and  lacks  the  incidents  and  details  of  an  account  of  a 
detached  regiment's  operations.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  speaker  to  make 
a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  whole  brigade,  but  to  confine  himself  solely  to 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  603 

the  movements  of  his  own  regiment.  Difficult  as  it  is  to  do  this,  it  is  made 
much  more  difficult  -when  it  will  he  remembered  that  twenty-six  years  have 
«lapsed  since  these  events  occurred,  and  that  the  writer  is  dependent  mainly 
upon  his  own  memory  and  that  of  his  surviving  comrades  for  the  incidents  that 
he  narrates.  Yet  this  much  must  be  said  of  the  whole  brigade  as  a  body,  that 
it  was  stationed  In  the  historic  peach  orchard  and  adjoining  fields  at  the  angle 
of  the  Third  Corps  in  its  advanced  position,  that  there  it  nobly  stood  its  ground, 
bravely  endeavored  to  the  last  extremity  to  hold  it  against  the  assault  of  over- 
whelming numbers,  did  all  that  brave  and  well-tried  soldiers  could  do  to  de- 
fend a  position  in  which  it  was  placed,  and  was  driven  from  it  only  when  more 
than  half  its  number  were  killed  or  wounded,  overwhelmed  by  vastly  superior 
numbers,  surrounded  on  three  sides  and  its  commander  wounded  and  a  pris- 
oner. 

Less  than  sixty  days  before  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  the  One  hundred  and 
fourteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  (Zouaves-d'Afri(iue), 
had  borne  its  part  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Virginia.  There 
Major  Joseph  S.  Chandler,  Captain  Frank  A.  Eliot,  Lieutenant  Cullen,  and 
many  brave  enlisted  men  laid  down  their  lives  for  their  country.  It  is  not  out 
•of  place  here,  where  the  regiment  was  so  soon  called  upon  again  to  give  of  its 
best  blood,  and  to  show  the  effects  of  the  examples  of  its  heroes  of  Chancellors- 
ville, to  pay  a  tribute  to  their  memory.  Major  Chandler  was  a  born  soldier, 
and  early  in  life  exhibited  and  developed  military  instincts.  His  death  coming 
.so  early  in  the  history  of  the  regiment,  and  his  being  a  field  officer,  not  being 
brought  into  such  near  contact  with  the  men,  as  wojild  have  been  the  case  had 
lie  been  a  line  officer,  he  was  not  as  well  known  to  them  as  be  would  have  been 
had  his  life  been  spared  longer.  But  yet,  in  the  comparatively  short  time  that 
he  was  with  the  regiment,  officers  and  men,  his  superiors  and  those  below  him 
in  rank,  had  learned  to  respect  and  admire  him.  In  the  heat  of  the  battle  of 
■Chancellorsville,  in  the  very  fore-front  of  the  regiment,  while  calling  upon  a 
brother  officer  to  seize  a  rebel  flag,  when  he  should  strike  down  the  bearer  of 
it,  he  was  himself  struck  in  the  forehead  by  a  minie  ball  and  instantly  killed. 
It  was  the  privilege  of  the  writer  to  have  known  Major  Chandler  intimately, 
and  to  have  served  with  him  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  for  a  year  in  another  regi- 
ment, the  Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  he  esteems  it  a  further 
privilege  to  here  record  his  testimony  to  Chandler's  worth,  and  his  personal 
knowledge  of  the  great  loss  the  regiment  suffered  in  his  early  death. 

Captain  Eliot  was  one  of  those  noble,  patriotic  souls,  who  gave  up  literally 
all,  that  he  might  do  battle  for  his  country,  and  valiantly  did  he  serve  her, 
giving  up  cheerfully  and  willingly  even  his  very  life  for  her.  No  officer  in  the 
regiment  was  better  respected  and  beloved  by  his  fellow  officers  and  men,  and 
no  officer  better  deserved  it.  Mortally  wounded,  while  most  bravely  command- 
ing his  company,  and  sustaining  them  by  the  lofty  example  of  his  coolness  and 
•courage,  he  died  on  the  field.  So  too.  Lieutenant  Cullen,  who  here  paid  the 
supreme  tribute  of  devotion  to  the  Union  and  gave  his  life  for  it.  Neither 
■Chandler's,  Eliot's  or  Cullen's  bodies  were  recovered,  and  to-day  all  that  is 
mortal  of  them  rests  in  unknown  graves.  But  "  Their  souls  are  marching  on, " 
and  perchance  some  day  in  the  near  future,  there  will  be  placed  by  our  hands, 
on  the  bloody  field  of  Chancellorsville,  as  fitting  a  monument  to  our  heroic  com- 
rades of  that  battle  as  we  have  here  erected  at  Gettysburg. 
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As  well  as  the  ivriter  can  remember,  and  from  all  information  he  has  been 
able  to  obtain,  the  companies  were  commanded  at  the  commencement  of  the 
battle  of  the  2d  of  July,  1863,  as  follows:  Company  A,  Lieutenant  A  J.  Cun- 
ningham; Company  B,  Lieutenant  H.  E.  Eulon;  Company  C,  Lieutenant  W. 
J.  .Miller;  Company  D,  Captain  Henry  M.  Eddy;  Company  E,  Captain  Francis. 

E.  Fix;  Company  F,  Lieutenant  A.  S.  Newlin;  Company  G,  Lieutenant 
William  S.  Eobinson;  Company  H,  Lieutenant  A.  K.  Dunkle;  Company  I, 
Lieutenant  E.  T.  Marion ;  Company  K,  Lieutenant  Augustus  W.  Fix.  These  were 
all  the  line  officers  that  were  present  for  duty  with  the  regiment.  Lieutenant 
R.  Dale  Benson,  Company  B,  though  not  technically  present  with  the  regiment, 
was  present  at  Gettysburg,  serving  on  the  staff  of  General  Graham,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  and  in  that  position  rendered  valuable  and  valiant  service. 
The  colors  were  carried  by  Color-Sergeant  Benjamin  Baylitts,  who  carried  the 
United  States  flag,  and  Corporal  Cannon,  who  carried  the  State  flag  until  he 
was  wounded,  when  it  was  taken  by  Harry  Hall,  of  Company  D,  who  carried 
it  through  the  rest  of  the  battle  and  for  some  time  afterwards.  This  narrative 
would  Se  incomplete  if  special  mention  was  not  made  of  the  coolness  and  bravery 
of  the  color-bearers.  Colonel  CoUis  was  absent  sick,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Frederick  F.  Cavada  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  until  his  capture,  when 
the  command  devolved  upon  the  writer,  who  was,  at  this  time,  captain  of  Com- 
pany B,  commissioned  but  not  mustered  as  major,  and  acting  as  a  iield  officer. 
No  adjutant  or  quartermaster  was  present  with  the  regiment,  both  being  sick, 
and  their  absence  necessitating  the  detail  of  commissioned  officers  to  act  in  their 
places.  Surgeon  J.  M.  Cummins,  Assistant  Surgeon  D.  H.  Bartine,  Sergeant- 
Major,  absent  sick;  First  Sergeant  (afterwards  Captain)  A.  W.  Givin,  Company 

F,  acting  Sergeant  Major,  and  Hospital  Steward  John  Fields. 

The  morning  report  of  the  2d  of  July,  1863,  showed  an  aggregate  of  officers 
and  enlisted  men  present,  four  hundred  and  sixty-three,  from  which  is  to  be 
deducted  one  officer,  acting  as  quartermaster  in  the  rear  of  the  train,  two  sur- 
geons, hospital  steward  and  attendants,  the  band,  drum  corps,  extra  duty  men 
and  the  sick,  amounting  altogether  to  seventy-five  or  eighty  men,  so  that  the 
actual  strength  of  the  regiment,  rank  and  file,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
fight  was  less  than  four  hundred.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  at  Chancellorsville 
in  killed  and  wounded  being  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  officers  and  enlisted 
men,  the  regiment  was  much  reduced  in  numbers,  and  as  three  officers  were 
killed  and  thirteen  wounded  there,  some  were  absent  sick,  and  several  were 
detached  on  staff  duty,  it  was  very  short  of  officers  when  it  entered  upon  the 
movement  which  finally  brought  it  into  its  native  State  and  on  to  the  field  of 
Gettysburg.  The  march  northward  from  between  the  Rapidan  and  the  Rap- 
pahannock, the  ground  which  we  had  been  occupying  since  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville,  was  a  very  severe  and  trying  one.  The  uncertainty  as  to  the 
whereabouts  and  movements  of  the  enemy,  made  it  impossible  for  us  to  know 
much  of  our  movements  beforehand.  For  the  first  day  or  two  we  made  short 
and  rapid  marches  in  various  directions,  but  after  it  became  evident  that  Lee 
was  moving  his  whole  army  northward,  with  the  intention  of  getting  to  "Wash- 
ington before  we  could  get  there,  or  in  event  of  not  being  able  to  do  that,  of 
invading  the  Northern  States  and  transferring  the  field  of  war  to  them  the  race 
began,  and  day  after  day,  through  scorching  sun  and  stifiing  dust,  we  pushed 
on  after  our  enemy,  determined  to  head  him  off  wherever  he  might  be  going, 
and,  if  possible,  to  get  there  before  he  did. 
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On  the  1st  day  of  July,  1863,  before  noon,  the  regiment  arrived  at  Emmits- 
burg,  Maryland,  and  went  into  camp  with  indications  of  remaining  there  lor 
some  time,  but  the  men  had  hardly  got  their  shelter  tents  up,  and  begun  to 
make  themselves  comfortable  before  heavy  cannonading  vras  heard  and  soon 
the  regiment  was  marching  again  in  the  direction  of  it.  We  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Gettysburg  late  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  and  bivouacked 
south  of  the  town  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  Little  Eound  Top,  and  aboat  a 
half  or  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Emmitsburg  road.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  the  regiment  was  moved  from  where  it  had  lain  during  the 
night,  to  the  front,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Trostle  house,  and  was  formed  with 
the  brigade  into  line,  in  columns  doubled  on  the  center.  Battery  E,  First  Ehode 
Island  Artillery,  being  directly  in  front  of  us.  From  this  position  earij'  in  the 
afternoon  we  were  moved  forward  three-eighths  to  a  half  of  a  mile  and  de- 
ployed into  line  of  battle,  in  an  oatfield  on  the  right  of  the  peach  orchard,  the 
Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  our  right  and  the  Sixty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  our  left.  •  We  were  now  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  Emmitsburg  road,  and  our  line  was  parallel  with  it;  up  to  this  time  there 
had  been  no  firing  except  on  the  skirmish  line,  and  it  was  ominously  quiet; 
but  now  the  enemy  opened  on  ns  the  concentrated  fire  of  his  batteries  and  im- 
mediately we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  terrific  shower  of  shot  and  shell,  and 
every  conceivable  kind  of  missile,  which  made  terrible  havoc  among  us.  As  yet 
there  was  no  enemy  in  sight,  and  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  remain  in  our  posi- 
tion, having  no  protection  of  any  sort  or  kind,  and  our  position  affording  us 
none,  we  threw  ourselves  upon  the  ground,  and  for  upwards  of  two  hours 
passively  endured  the  terrible  ordeal,  while  death  and  destruction  was  being 
dealt  among  us.  None  of  the  various  duties  which  a  soldier  is  called  upon  to 
perform,  and  none  of  the  various  vicissitudes  and  dangers  that  he  is  expected 
to  face,  call  for  such  bravery  and  endurance,  as  thus  remaining  passive  under  an 
enemy's  artillery  fire  that  has  got  an  accurate  range,  and  from  which  there  is 
no  protection.  On  the  skirmish  line,  on  the  charge,  or  actively  engaged,  as- 
saulting or  defending,  there  is  intense  activity  and  great  excitement,  the  mind 
is  so  occupied  that  it  takes  little  note  of  anything  except  the  duty  immediately 
to  be  done,  and  there  is  no  time  or  opportunity  for  thought  of  personal  danger; 
but  not  so  when  lying  prone  upon  the  ground,  the  shot  and  shell  falling  among 
and  all  around,  and  one  can  do  nothing  for  one's  own  defense,  but  only  lie  there 
wondering  when  his  own  turn  will  come  to  be  struck,  whether  he  will  be  killed 
outright  or  mutilated,  and  whether  he  may  be  spared  to  do  whatever  may  come 
next,  nothing  else  in  all  a  soldier's  experience  so  tries  his  bravery  and  endur- 
ance, and  those  who  have  gone  through  such  an  ordeal  will  never  forget  it. 
The  battery  in  our  front  kept  np  u.  steady  reply  to  the  enemy's  fire,  and  was 
served  splendidly.  The  enemy  now  slackened  their  artillery  fire,  and  the  in- 
fantry debouching  from  their  cover  in  the  woods  advanced  upon  us  in  masses. 
At  this  juncture.  Captain  Eandolph,  chief  of  artillery  Third  Corps,  rode  up  to 
the  regiment  saying:  "You  boys  saved  this  battery  once  before  at  Fredericks- 
burg, and  if  you  will  do  it  again,  move  forward."  Before  this  we  were  on  our 
feet  awaiting  the  coming  assault.  The  lieutenant-colonel,  who  up  to  this  time 
was  in  command,  not  being  found,  the  writer,  who  was  the  next  officer  in  rank, 
gave  the  order  to  advance.  The  regiment  sprang  forward  with  alacrity  and 
passed  through  and  to  the  front  of  the  battery,  which  hastily  limbered  up  and 
got  to  the  rear.     The  impetus  of  our  advance  carried  us  to  the  Emmitsburg 
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road,  iu  the  lace  of  the  murderous  musketry  fire  of  the  advancing  enemy. 
Reaching  the  road  we  clambered  over  the  fence  and  crossed  it.  Slierfy's  house 
and  outbuildings  intervening  betvreen  us  and  the  approaching  enemy,  the 
right  of  the  regiment  was  advanced  to  the  rear  of  the  house.  While  advanc- 
ing in  this  way  our  men  were  loading  and  firing  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
several  times  pauses  were  made,  notably  as  we  stood  on  the  Emmitsburg  road, 
and  corrected  the  alignment,  which  was  broken  by  clambering  over  the  fence. 
During  all  this  time  we  Avere  receiving  a  terrible  musketry  fire  from  the  rapidly 
approaching  enemy,  and  the  men  were  falling  by  scores.  Here  fell  the  brave 
and  dashing  Captain  Frank  Fix,  Company  1^,  terribly  wounded  in  the  right 
icnee,  and  from  the  eifects  of  which  he  afterwards  died,  and  here  were  killed 
Lieutenant  H.  E.  McCarty,  Company  K;  Sergeant  Joseph  BeHaven,  Company 
P;  First  Sergeant  David  M.  Mace,  Company  H.  Corporals  Eobert  Kenderdine, 
Company  F;  Benjamin  F.  Cathcait,  Company  G,  and  Samuel  C.  Eodgers,  Com- 
pany K.  Privates  Abraham  Groff,  Company  B;  Isaac  Clayton  and  I.  Kenned}', 
Company  D;  Joseph  Butterworth,  Thomas  H.  Munson  and  Samuel  Rigley, 
Company  E;  John  Fitzgerald,  Company  H;  John  Gallager  and  Joshua  J. 
Wood,  Comijany  I,  and  Nathan  Kelsey,  Company  K,  and  here  many  more  ■^^■ere 
wounded,  among  Ihem  First  Sergeant  (afterwards  Captain)  John  A.  Tricker, 
Sergeant  Charles  D.  Gentry  and  Private  Lewis  J.  Borgeit  of  Company  B-, 
Corporals  Thomas  Ij.  Senatz,  Michael  Cannon  and  Private  George  Hardy, 
Company  C:  Private  Phil.  Furman,  Company  D;  John  Brown,  John  Donovan, 
John  Hunnsberger,  Alexander  Koss,  I.  H.  Sachsenheimer,  David  Shively  and 
liichard  Willard,  Company  E;  First  Sergeant  (afterwards  Captain)  John  Ti. 
Waterhouse,  and  Privates  Joseph  S.  Beaumont,  Robert  M.  Esbiu,  Henry  iL 
Gassoway,  Aaron  S.  Heims,  Jeremiah  Karoher,  Samuel  Langhorn  and  Henry 
8.  Strouse,  Company  F;  Corporal  Alfred  Hibbs  and  Private  David  James,  Com- 
pany G;  Sergeant  James  Singerman  and  Privates  George  W.  Bryant,  John 
Morrison  and  James  MeCafferty,  Company  I,  and  Private  Ferdinand  Dunmeyer, 
Company  K.  Many  others  were  killed  and  wounded  here  in  the  oat-field  and 
around  Sherfy's  house  and  barn.  Some  of  the  wounded  sought  refuge  in  the 
barn,  and  being  too  badly  wounded  were  not  able  to  escape  from  it  when  it  was 
burned  and  perished  in  the  flames;  their  identification  was  impossible,  but 
their  remains  were  recognized  as  members  of  the  regiment  by  fragments  of 
their  distinctive  uniform,  and  they  are  buried  in  the  National  Cemetery,  the 
stones  over  their  graves  recording  that  they  are  those  of  "iinknown  Zouaves." 
Soon  it  became  apparent  that  it  was  impossible  that  we  should  be  able  to 
hold  our  ground  against  such  overwhelming  numbers.  Already  they  were  on 
our  left  and  in  our  rear,  the  regiments  on  our  left  having  been  swept  away.  It 
seemed  as  though  we  were  surrounded  and  could  not  escape  capture,  and  many 
of  the  regiment  did  not,  two  lieutenants,  ])unkle  and  Rulon,  and  a  number  of 
enlisted  men  being  taken  prisoners  at  this  point.  Only  one  avenue  of  escape 
was  open  to  us,  and  that  was  up  the  Emmitsburg  road.  Ordering  the  colors 
to  go  in  that  direction  with  the  assistance  of  Captain  Eddy  and  the  few  re- 
maining officers  rallying  the  few  men  that  were  left,  we  made  a  stand,  pour- 
ing a  volley  into  the  enemy,  who  was  almost  upon  us,  and  then  retreated  up 
the  road,  many  falling  hy  the  way,  for  it  was  far  more  dangerous  to  life  to  re- 
treat up  that  road  and  to  our  rear,  than  it  was  to  remain  to  be  captured.  After 
going  up  the  road  a  short  distance  we  turned  into  the  field,  and  just  here  Cap- 
tain Eddy  was  .struck  full  in  the  breast,  and  the  writer  thought  that  the  regi- 
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ment  liad  lost  another  brave  officer,  but  Ms  end  was  not  yet,  for  the  missile 
that  struck  him  proved  to  he  a  spent  ball,  and  with  assistance  he  was  enabled 
to  keep  up  and  get  out  of  range  ;  only,  however,  after  two  more  years  of  faith- 
ful service  to  receive  a  mortal  wound  while  gallantly  commanding  the  regi- 
ment and  leading  it  into  Fort  IMahoue  in  the  ilnal  operations  before  Peters- 
burg. All  this  time  we  were  being  hotly  followed  by  the  enemy,  and  very 
close  they  were  to  us,  until  we  had  retraced  our  steps  on  the  ground  over  which 
we  had  advanced  a  few  hours  before,  and  we  withdrew  from  the  position  where 
we  received  the  enemy's  assault,  in  as  orderly  a  manner  as  was  possible  under 
the  circumstances.  Our  main  endeavor  beinj>;  to  get  our  colors  safely  off,  they 
were  ordered  to  fall  back  a  short  distance  as  quickly  as  they  could,  and  what 
remained  of  the  regiment,  amounting  altogether  to  not  much  more  than  a  color 
guard,  faced  to  the  enemj'  and  fired  as  many  shots  as  they  could,  and  the-.i 
when  the  masses  of  the  enemy  were  almost  on  them  fell  back  on  the  colors,  re- 
peating this  manoeuvre  until  the  colors  were  in  a  place  of  safety.  Captain  Fix 
afterwards  stated  that  when  we  left  the  Emmitsburg  road  which  was  covered 
with  our  dead  and  wounded,  and  where  he  was  laying,  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
came  thundering  along  it,  and  when  the  officer  commanding  it  saw  our  dead 
and  wounded  on  the  road,  he  halted  his  battery  to  avoid  ruuning  over  them 
and  his  men  carefully  lifted  our  men  to  one  side,  and  carried  the  wounded  into 
a  cellar  of  a  house,  supplied  them  with  water,  and  said  they  would  return  and 
take  care  of  them  when  they  had  caught  the  rest  of  us.  This  they  had  no  op- 
portdnity  to  do,  for  they  themselves  were  driven  back,  and  the  house  contain- 
ing our  wounded  remained  within  our  lines  and  our  men  received  the  care  and 
attention  of  our  own  surgeons.  While  two  of  our  men  were  helping  to  the  rear 
a  third  who  was  badly  wounded,  a  shell  exploded  among  them  and  killed  all 
three  of  them.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  was  checked'  at  dark  and  we  sank 
down  where  we  were  utterly  exhausted.  During  the  night  a  few  men  who  had 
become  separated  from  the  regiment  turned  up,  among  them  acting  sergeant- 
major,  afterwards  captain,  Givin.  Hardly  ever  was  one  man  better  pleased  to 
.see  another  than  the  writer  was  to  see  this  same  Acting  Sergeant-Major  Givin, 
for  as  the  regiment  was  minus  our  adjutant  he  was  depended  upon  for  the  per- 
formance of  his  clerical  duties,  details,  the  possession  of  the  rolls,  etc.,  etc. 
During  the  night  and  after  a  few  hours  of  rest  jjarties  were  sent  out  to  find 
the  whereabouts  of  the  division,  and  by  daylight  the  brigade,  or  rather 
what  was  left  of  it.  got  together  again.  The  writer  has  no  .statistics  to  refer 
to  and  therefore  give  an  accurate  statement  of  the  casualties  of  the  regiment 
and  brigade,  but  he  knows  that  during  the  battle  of  the  3d  we  lost  more 
than  one-half  our  number  and  that  the  brigade  suffered  proportionately. 
During  the  morning  of  the  3d  we  had  a  Avelcoine  visit  from  our  quartermas- 
ter, Lieutenant  Hartley,  who  was  then  quartermaster  .sergeant,  and  after- 
wards promoted  to  be  quartermaster,  and  rations  were  served.  About  noon 
on  the  3d,  the  brigade,  now  under  command  of  Colonel  Tippin,  of  the 
Sixty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  General  Graham  having  been 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  during  the  battle  of  the  d.ay  previous,  was  moved 
further  to  the  right  and  front  during  the  cannonading  just  previous  to  Pickett's 
assault  upon  Cemetery  Ridge.  Colonel  Tippin  was  ordered  to  move  the  bri- 
gade still  farther  to  the  right,  and  whether  it  was  that  the  brave  colonel  did 
not  know  the  right  from  the  left,  or  just  which  way  he  was  ordered  to  go,  or 
whether  it  was  that  his  soldierly  instinct  led  him  to  lead  the  brigade  towards 
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the  enemy,  doubtless  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  repay  them  in  the  same  coin 
for  the  way  they  had  served  us  on  the  previous  afternoon,  the  writer  does  not 
know,  but  this  much  he  does  know,  that  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  this 
we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  most  severe  shower  of  missiles  of  all  sorts  and  kinds, 
one  of  which  struck  Colonel  Tippin's  horse,  and  placed  the  doughty  colonel 
hors-de-comiat.  At  this  juncture  Colonel  Madill  of  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-first  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  assumed  command  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  quickly  withdrew  it  from  its  exposed  position.  At  this  time  the 
writer  was  ordered  to  move  his  regiment  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  assist  in  repelling  the  assault  of 
Pickett's  Division,  which  was  now  just  about  to  be  made.  At  a  double-quick 
we  moved  to  the  position  assigned  to  us  in  the  second  line,  the  Philadelphia 
Brigade  being  in  the  first  and  directly  in  front  of  us,  more  especially  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Here  we  waited  the  coming  assault 
of  Pickett's  brave  men.  For  a  brief  space  there  was  an  ominous  pause  of  artil- 
lery on  both  sides,  General  Hunt,  chief  of  the  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  having  ordered  it  to  cease  on  our  side,  in  order  that  the  guns  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  cool  and  the  ammunition  be  economized  for  the  assault 
he  knew  was  about  to  be  made.  The  enemy,  supposing  from  our  artillery  ceas- 
ing to  fire  that  they  had  silenced  our  batteries,  caused  their  firing  to  cease  also. 
The  silence  was,  however,  of  short  duration.  The  enemy  rapidly  crossed  the 
intervening  space.  Our  batteries,  loaded  with  grape  and  canister,  were  trained 
upon  them  at  point  blank  range  and  opened  again  on  them  with  deadly  effect. 
Still  they  closed  up  the  gaps  and  pressed  on.  Our  men  reserved  their  fire  and 
allowed  them  to  come  so  far  as  in  their  judgment  was  just  far  enough,  and  then 
blazed  upon  them  such  a  withering  musketry  fire,  as  literally  mowed  them 
down.  Many  of  the  enemy  actually  reached  our  lines  and  were  met  by  our 
men  with  fixed  bayonets  and  clubbed  muskets.  Those  who  got  so  far  and  found 
they  could  get  no  farther  turned  and  broke  for  the  rear.  The  successful  re- 
pulse of  Pickett's  Division  finished  the  operations  for  that  day  and  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  which  had  lasted  for  three  long  summer  days.  In  the  position 
we  occupied  during  Pickett's  charge  we  were  partially  under  cover  and  met 
with  no  casualties.  About  7  p.  m.  the  regiment  joined  the  brigade,  before 
which  we  had  gathered  up  from  our  immediate  front  about  five  hundred  rifies. 

At  about  8  p.  m.  the  regiment  was  sent  on  picket  to  the  extreme  front,  where 
we  remained  undisturbed  by  shot  or  shell  until  8  a.  m.  of  the  next  morning — 
4th  of  July — when  we  were  relieved  from  the  picket  line  and  again  gathered 
up  a  large  number  of  rifies,  etc.  "We  lay  in  the  rear  of  our  batteries  all  that 
day  and  night,  furnishing  details  for  burying  the  dead,  and  looking  after  the 
wounded,  and  next  morning— 5th  of  July— were  moved  some  distance  to  the 
rear,  where  we  remained  until  4  a.  m.  of  the  6th,  when  we  started  after  the  re- 
treating enemy,  hoping  to  catch  up  and  capture  them  before  they  could  recross 
the  Potomac,  and  much  disappointed  we  were  that  we  were  not  successful  in 
doing  this. 

Three  years  ago  the  Association  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Regi- 
meot  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  erected  at  its  own  expense,  the  stone  which 
now  serves  for  the  pedestal  of  the  bronze  figure  of  a  private  of  the  regiment 
which  was  paid  for  by  the  appropriation  from  the  State,  and  was  placed  in 
position  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  It  marks  the  position  the  regiment  oc- 
cupied on  the  eventful  day  of  the  2d  of  July,  1863,  and  is  in  memory  of  the 
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brave  dead  ;  to  whom,  and  to  the  no  less  brave  survivors,  this  narrative  is  dedi- 
cated, as  an  humble  tribute  by  the  writer,  upon  whom  no  greater  honor  i'ell, 
01  in  the  future,  can  fall  than  that  in  the  great  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  for 
the  greater  portion  of  the  time  afterwards  until  the  close  oC  the  war,  he  com- 
manded this  brave  and  splendid  regiment  of  Philadelphians. 

On  such  an  occasion  as  this  when  surveying  this  field  of  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, now  studded  with  the  many  monuments  erected  by  the  sur\ivors  of  al- 
most every  organization  engaged  in  the  battle,  the  eye  looks  for  and  is  disap- 
pointed not  to  see  a  fitting  memorial  to  him,  under  whose  magnificent  leader- 
ship, the  glorious  victory  was  won  and  the  defeat,  finally  accomplished  at  Ap- 
pomattox, was  begun,  George  G.  Meade,  the  victorious  commander  of  the  Army 
oi  the  Potomac.  Little  as  his  memory  in  the  hearts  of  his  comrades  needs  it, 
he  deserves  at  the  hands  of  his  countrymen  a  monument  worthy  of  his  military 
skill,  his  bravery,  and  his  patriotism,  and  commensurate  in  its  beauty,  and 
durability  with  the  important  service  he  rendered.  By  General  Meade's  selec- 
tion it  was  given  to  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  to  be  nearer  to,  and  more  intimately  connected  with,  him  than  was 
any  other  regiment  of  the  army,  and  thus  had  better  opportunities  for  knowing 
and  esteeming  him.  The  more  we  saw  of  his  skill,  his  consideration  for  the 
soldiers  of  his  arm 3-,  his  thoughtfulness  for  them,  his  attention  to  their  wants, 
his  personal  braverj-,  and  his  sterling  ijatriotism,  the  more  we  admired  and  the 
better  we  respected  him,  and  this  admiration,  respect  and  regard  for  him  is 
shared  by  all  who  enjoyed  the  honor  of  serving  under  him,  and  they  with  us 
have  the  right  to  demand  that  here  shall  be  erected  a  fitting  memorial  to 
Major-General  George  G.  Meade,  the  hero  of  Gettysburg. 
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September  12,  1889 
ADDRESS  BY  CAPTAIN  A.   FRANK  SELTZER 

(^.OMRADES  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Regiment   Pennsylvania 
Volunteers: — After  twenty-six  years  have  rolled  by  we  are  once  more 
;    permitted  to  assemble  on  this  hallowed  historic  ground   made  famous 
by  the  daring  and  thrilling  deeds  that  were  here  enacted  by  a  liost  of 
gallant  patriots  whose  praises  will  be  sung  and  spoken  to  the  farthest  end  of 
time. 

To  this  grand  army  of  the  Nation's  truest  and  warmest  defenders  belonged 
our  brave  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Regiment  which,  here,  on  these  ever 
memorable  days  in  July,  1863,  especially  distinguished  itself  by  its  cool  courage 
and  unflinching  heroism. 

Every  member  who  fought  here  carries  within  his  bosom  the  proud  distinc- 
tion of  having  participated  in  the  battle  that  was  a  veritable  Waterloo  to  the 
Confederacy  and  which  saved  the  Nation  from  being  destroyed  by  those  whom 
it  had  sheltered  and  nourished  under  its  fostering  care. 
Standing  here  to-day,  our  mind  wanders  back  to  the  time  when  we  fought, 
39 
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side  by  side,  on  this  spot,  and  once  more  the  stirring  scenes  arc  re-enaoted  that 
will  live  forever  iu  our  memory. 

Here  is  the  stone  wall  where  we  I'ought;  beyond  is  the  peach  orchard  where 
we  deployed  as  skirmishers;  there  is  the  wheat-field  where  we  rallied  and 
ivhere  Sergeant  Meih'  of  my  company  was  wounded  through  the  lungs,  and 
beyond  looms  up  Little  Kound  Top  which  was  bristling  with  armed  men. 

How  different  the  scene  is  now!  Then  all  was  confusion  and  uproar.  The 
air  was  filled  with  the  roar  of  artillery  and  the  hissing  sound  of  flying  bullets. 
Now  all  is  calm  and  peaceful  as  a  bright  summer  noon. 

The  handful  of  comrades  before  nic  present  strange  and  unknown  faces; 
those  that  were  then  in  the  vigor  of  manhood  are  now  in  middle  age;  they 
that  were  in  the  meridian  of  life  are  now  gray  and  bent  with  the  weight  of 
years,  while  many  of  those  who  then  shared  our  dangers  and  perils  have 
dropped  by  the  wayside,  but  their  brave  deeds  live  forever  enshrined  in  our 
hearts. 

The  only  comrade  that  the  finger  of  time  has  touched  lightly  and  whose  ap- 
pearance remains  unchanged  is  Major  Jeremiah  J.  Sullivan,  our  brave  and 
efficient  quartermaster. 

This  is  a  fitting  time  to  lecall  some  of  the  deeds  of  our  regiment  and  to  take 
a  hasty  retrospective  view  of  its  history.  The  One  hundred  and  fifteenth 
Regiment  was  composed  of  a  body  of  sturdy  workingmen,  mechanics  and  men 
otherwise  employed  in  the  civil  walks  of  life  who  spontaneously  answered  the 
call  of  President  Lincoln,  and  were  organized  under  the  direct  superintendence 
of  Robert  E.  Patterson,  who  became  its  first  colonel. 

In  January,  1862,  the  regiment  was  mustered  into  service,  and  for  a  time 
was  employed  iu  guarding  some  five  hundred  rebel  prisoners  at  Harrisburg. 
On  the  25th  of  June  it  was  ordered  to  the  Peninsula,  and  in  July  of  the  same 
year  it  was  ordered  to  join  the  army  of  McClellan  at  Harrison's  Landing, 
where  it  was  assigned  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  General  Francis  E.  Pat- 
ter.-ion,  a  brother  of  our  colonel.  On  the  5th  of  August  it  was  engaged  at  the 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson. 
This  was  its  first  fight.  The  next  engagement  was  at  Bristoe  Station,  on  the 
27th  of  August,  where  it  held  an  important  position  for  two  hours  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell.  Here  Major  Lancaster  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  left  arm. 

In  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  the  battle  of  Chantilly  the  regiment 
again  played  an  important  part  and  its  ranks  were  leduced  by  the  loss  of  a 
number  of  officers  and  men. 

At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  its  column  stood  firmly  under  a  terrific  en- 
filading fire  of  shot  and  shell.  Chancellorsville  will  ever  be  conspicuous  in 
liistory  as  the  place  where  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  battles  for  the  Union 
was  fought.  Here,  on  a  beautiful  Sunday  morning,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1S63, 
the  regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Lancaster,  who  had  joined  us  a  short 
time  previously,  was  ordered  into  the  fight.  The  troops  pressed  forward, 
captured  the  breastworks,  took  four  hundred  rebel  prisoners  and  two  stand  of 
colors.  Here  Lancaster  fell,  pierced  through  the  head  by  a  minie  ball,  and 
here  also  fell  the  brave  Captains  Connelly,  Cromley  and  Dillon,  and  on  the 
breastworks  during  the  frightful  conflict  the  canteen  hanging  by  my  side  v,  ;is 
shot  through  by  a  hissing  ball.  This  memento  of  that  scene  of  blood  and  car- 
nage is  one  of  my  precious  souvenirs.     It  is  not  much,  it  is  only  an  old  worn 
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canteen,  aiul  Vioulcl  have  little  interest  to  any  one  else,  but  every  time  1  look 
upon  its  pierced  side  it  calls  afresh  to  my  mind  the  many  hair-breadth  escapes 
we  encountered  and  how  often  we  were  treading  upon  the  very  border  line  that 
separates  this  life  from  the  great  unknown. 

I  need  not  stop  here  to  enumerate  the  list  of  battles  in  which  the  regiment 
was  engaged.  Yonder  shaft,  standing  there  as  a  companion  to  the  many  silent 
sentinels,  keeping  their  lonely  watch  over  the  famed  battle-field,  rears  its  ma- 
jestic head  to  the  heavens,  as  il' proud  of  the  distinguished  honor  conferred  upon 
it,  and  with  mute  eloquence  recounts  to  the  passer-by  the  fields  of  bloody  strife 
on  which  our  brave  regiment  so  gallantly  distinguished  itself  and  where  many 
of  our  comrades  laid  down  their  lives  so  that  the  cause  of  liberty,  home  and 
country  might  be  perpetuated. 

The  only  story  that  this  shaft  can  give  is  the  names  of  the  battles.  The  suf- 
ferings, the  dangers,  the  privations,  the  agonizing  feelings  are  only  written  on 
the  hearts  of  those  who  participated.  These  things  no  monument  can  tell,  no 
tongne  convey,  no  history  recount.  They  have  a  language  of  their  own.  Our 
government  could  do  no  less  than  rear  these  granite  and  marble  emblems  to 
commemorate  the  deeds  of  valor  and  heroism  which  characterized  the  soldiera 
for  the  Union;  but  there  is  an  ever-living  monument  which  stands  engraven 
upon  the  heart  of  every  loyal  citizen,  and  is  enshrined  in  the  tears  and  sighs 
of  thousands  of  tender  and  loyal  mothers,  sisters  and  daughters,  and  long  after 
the  corroding  finger  of  time  shall  have  effaced  the  stories  which  they  recount, 
and  the  marble  and  granite  shall  have  crumbled  into  dust,  will  they  be  cher- 
ished and  remembered  by  those  patient  and  faithful  sufferers.  For  many,  as 
ihuy  gather  about  the  family  hearthstone,  will  relate  to  those  around  them  the 
woes,  the  suffeiing  and  the  anguish  which  they  endured  while  those  near  and 
dear  were  yielding  their  lives  so  that  the  Union  might  be  maintained. 

Thus  will  the  story  of  the  rebellion  be  transmitted  to  generations  yet  unborn, 
and  into  their  lives  will  be  infused  the  same  principles  of  truth  and  right  for 
which  our  forefathere  fought;  aud  thus  our  nation  will  ever  remain  the  land  of 
the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave. 

I  am  proud  to  saj"^  that  our  regiment  is  entitled  to  the  exalted  distinction  of 
never  having  shown  the  white  feather  in  any  of  the  battles  or  engagements  in 
which  it  participated.  No  one  dares  question  its  bravery,  but  if  there  is  any 
one  battle  more  than  another  in  which  our  regiment  displayed  cool  courage  and 
covered  itself  with  glory  it  was  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  under  the  inspiring 
rallying  cry  of  "  Go  in  boys,  we  are  fighting  on  our  own  soil ! " 

There  are  some  scenes  that  come  up  to  me  now  and  will  come  up  again  and 
again  in  fancy's  dream,  that  are  not  altogether  dark,  but  which  smile  at  us  still 
from  the  buried  past,  the  songs  we  used  to  sing  as  we  marched  along,  the  stories 
we  related  at  the  bivouac  and  campfires,  and  the  feasts  we  enjoyed  when  the 
good  things  were  sent  to  us  by  our  friends  from  home.  These  are  pleasant  pic- 
tures framed  in  memory. 

And  now,  comrades,  while  we  ace  standing  here  on  this  hallowed  spot,  let 
us  strive  to  carry  home  with  us  in  our  lives,  a  deeper  feeling  of  patriotism,  a 
warmer  friendship  and  a  more  thorough  love  for  our  fellows-in-arms  who  are 
still  left  with  us.  Many  of  those  who  belonged  to  our  number,  sleep  their  last 
sleep  in  far  away  graves;  many  of  them  in  a  soil  that  was  unfriendly  to  them 
and  to  whom  was  denied  even  so  much  as  a  simple  stone  to  mark  their  last 
resting  place.     Their  graves  were  dug  amid  the  fierce  and  terrible  exigencies 
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of  grim  and  cruel  war,  where  no  loving  hand  could  deck  their  silent  tombs. 
Only  the  gentle  breezes  and  whispering  winds  are  sighing  a  mournful  dirge 
over  them.  Let  us,  therefore,  who  are  yet  alive,  the  more  tenderly  cherish 
the  friendship  of  on^  another,  and  so  live  for  one  another  and  for  our  beloved 
country  that  we  bring  no  reproach  upon  our  fair  fame  and  name,  so,  that  in 
after  years,  when  the  shadows  of  life  are  lengthening  over  the  landscape  of  ex- 
istence, and  when  memory,  like  the  seamed  and  fluted  boughs  of  some  old 
forest  oak,  opens  to  a  passing  breeze,  we  may  ever  hold  in  our  hearts  the  recol- 
lection of  duty  well  done  to  our  country  and  our  comrades. 


DEDICATION  OF   MONUMENT 

116™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

ORATION  OF  BREVET  MAJ.-GEN.  ST.  CLAIR  A.  MULHOLLAND 

IN  all  the  four  years  of  its  existence  the  men  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
never  hailed  an  order  with  more  delight  than  that  one  which  withdrew 
us  from  before  Fredericksburg  and  sent  us  north.  When  on  that  lovely 
summer  evening  in  June,  1863,  we  looked  for  the  last  time  on  Marye's 
Heights  and  the  monument  of  Washington's  mother,  which  had  been  shattered 
and  broken  by  the  shells  of  both  armies,  and  stood  out  there  on  the  plain  back 
of  the  city  as  though  protesting  against  this  fratricidal  strife,  a  mute  and 
sorrowful  Niohe  weeping  for  the  misfortunes  of  her  children,  every  heart  beat 
with  a  quickening  throb,  and  all  the  men  rejoiced  to  leave  the  scenes  of  the 
last  six  months.  We  withdrew  from  the  line  of  the  river  after  the  shades  of 
night  had  fallen  over  the  landscape,  and  it  seemed  to  he  an  appropriate  hour, 
for  had  not  the  great  army  while  here  been  in  shadow,  without  a  ray  of  sun- 
shine to  gladden  our  souls,  and  we  had  been  here  so  long  that  we  were  begin- 
ning to  be  forgotten  as  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  letters  came  to  us  marked 
"Army  of  the  Rappahannock." 

As  we  marched  away  in  the  darkness  our  joy  was  not  uumingled  M'ith  sorrow, 
for  was  there  a  veteran  in  the  ranks  who  did  not  leave  behind  the  graves  of 
noble  and  well-beloved  comrades  who  had  fought  beside  him  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  great  struggle?  We  did  not  march  away  with  all  the  army,  for 
when  our  camp-fires— which  on  this  night  burned  with  unusual  brightness- 
went  out  and  left  the  valley  of  the  Rappahannock  in  darkness,  the  living  army 
was  gone  to  be  sure,  but  twenty  thousand  of  our  members  lay  over  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river— the  heroes  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville.  An 
army  of  occupation  indeed,  the  corps  of  honor,  forming  a  great  and  permanent 
camp — the  bivouac  of  the  dead. 

Thoughts  of  sadness  soon  gave  way  to  those  of  a  more  buoyant  nature;  we 
felt,  when  the  head  of  the  column  turned  toward  the  Capital,  that  the  road  we 
trod  would  lead  to  victory.  The  march  to  Gettysburg  was  one  of  the  longest 
and  most  severe  we  had  yet  experienced.  In  thinking  of  war  we  are  apt  to 
look  only  at  the  battles;  to  hear  the  dread  sound  of  strife;  see  the  deadly, 
gaping  wounds,  and  are  ready  to  crown  the  survivors  or  give  honor  to  those 
who  fell;  but  the  hardships  of  the  march,  the  heats  of  summer,  the  colds  of 
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winter,  the  entire  absence  of  every  comfort  and  luxury  in  active  service  is 
overlooked  or  forgotten  by  those  who  do  not  participate.  Napoleon  when  re- 
treating from  Moscow,  lost  many  of  his  men  by  the  excessive  cold;  directly 
opposite  was  our  experience  on  the  way  to  Gettysburg.  On  one  day,  I  think 
the  second  out  from  Falmouth,  our  corps  lost  more  than  a  dozen  men  from  sun- 
stroke— they  fell  dead  by  the  wayside.  On  another  day  we  crossed  the  battle- 
field of  Bull  Run,  where  the  year  before  Pope  had  met  with  disastrous  defeat. 
No  effort  had  been  made  to  bury  the  dead  properly ;  a  little  earth,  which  the 
rain  had  long  ago  washed  away,  had  been  thrown  over  them  where  they  fell, 
and  their  bodies,  or  rather  their  skeletons,  now  lay  exposed  to  \  iew.  In  some 
parts  of  the  field  they  were  in  groups;  in  other  places  singly  and  in  all  possi- 
ble positions.  One  cavalryman  lay  outstretched  with  skeleton  hand  still  grasp- 
ing his  rusted  sword.  Another,  half  covered  with  earth,  the  flesh  still  cling- 
ing to  his  lifeless  bones,  with  hand  extended  as  if  to  greet  us.  We  rested  for 
a  .short  time  on  the  field,  and  one  of  the  regiments  of  our  brigade  (the  Twenty- 
eighth  Massachusetts'),  halted  on  the  very  spot  on  which  they  had  fought  the 
year  previously,  and  recognized  the  \arious  articles  lying  around  as  belonging 
to  their  own  dead. 

The  route  of  the  Second  Corps  to  Gettysburg  was  over  two  hundred  miles  in 
length.  Some  days  we  marched  fifteen,  on  others  eighteen  miles,  and  one  day 
(June  29)  this  corps  completed  the  longest  march  made  by  infantry  during 
the  war,  leaving  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  in  the  morning,  and  halting  at 
11  o'clock  p.  m.  two  miles  beyond  Uniontown,  a  distance  of  thirty-four  miles. 
When  I  look  back  over  the  almost  score  of  years  to  this  march  of  the  Second 
Corps,  and  think  of  the  perfect  discipline  in  the  ranks,  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  the  enlisted  men,  with  their  heavy  load,  musket  and  ammunition,  knap- 
sack and  cartridge  box,  shelter  tent  and  blanket,  canteen  and  rations — trudged 
along  under  the  broiling  sun  of  the  hottest  month  of  our  year  ;  how  bravely 
they  struggled  to  keep  up  with  their  regiments  less  they  should  miss  the  fight, 
and  how,  while  on  the  march  no  act  was  committed  which  could  bring  dis- 
honor upon  them  as  men,  as  citizens,  or  as  soldiers,  my  heart  fills  with  admira- 
tion, and  I  offer  a  flowing  measure  of  praise  to  my  comrades  who  are  yet  alive 
and  to  those  who  are  no  more.  There  is  not  an  inhabitant  on  all  that  line  of 
march  who  can  tell  of  a  single  act  of  vandalism  by  any  of  the  men,  such  as  we 
are  wont  to  hear  of  other  armies.  In  the  rich  and  cultivated  country  through 
which  we  passed  life  and  property  were  respected  as  much  as  though  we  were 
in  the  halcyon  days  of  peace.  Old  and  young  came  to  the  roadside  to  see  the 
army  pass,  and  knew  they  were  safe  from  insult  or  molestation.  The  flelds  of 
ripening  grain  waved  untrampled  when  the  corps  had  gone  by,  the  men  even 
going  out  of  their  way  to  avoid  the  gardens,  lest  they  should  step  upon  the 
flowers.  The  perfection  of  discipline  in  the  army  at  this  time  was  extraordi- 
nary. The  armies  that  fought  the  war  of  1861  differed  very  widely  from  the 
armies  of  other  nations.  We  had  no  hordes  of  Cossacks,  no  regimentsof  Bashi- 
Bazouks  to  burn  and  destroy,  to  insult  the  aged  or  crush  the  defenseless. 

When  Hancock,  at  Williamsburg,  said  to  his  brigade,  "  Gentlemen,  charge,  '' 
he  did  not  call  his  troops  out  of  their  name.  Our  army  was  literally  an  army 
of  gentlemen. 

And  so  we  passed  on  to  Thoroughfare  Gap,  to  Edwards'  Ferry,  to  Frederick, 
Maryland,  to  Uniontown  and  Taneytown,  where,  on  the  morning  of  July  1, 
the  Second  Corps  was  massed,  and  where  General  Meade's  headquarters  had 
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been  established.  While  the  corps  were  filing  into  the  fields  to  the  right  and 
lelt  of  the  road  and  settling  down  for  a  rest  and  to  wait  for  orders,  General 
Hancock  rode  over  to  General  Meade  and  entered  into  conversation  with  him. 
As  they  were  talking  a  mounted  officer  dashed  up  bringing  the  intelligence 
that  fighting  had  begun  at  Gettysburg — thirteen  miles  distant.  The  news  was 
meager — only  that  there  was  fighting,  that  was  all  ;  yet  it  caused  a  general 
surprise,  unaware  as  we  were-  of  the  near  proximity  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
enough  to  send  a  thrill  throughout  the  veteran  ranks.  The  road  that  leads  to 
Gettysburg  is  scanned  with  anxious  eyes,  and  soon,  away  in  the  distance,  rises 
a  cloud  of  dust,  which  comes  nearer  and  nearer,  and  another  messenger  from 
the  front  is  with  us.  He  tells  us  that  Reynolds  is  killed  and  that  the  First 
and  Eleventh  corps  are  fighting  and  the  battle  is  against  us.  It  is  now  1 
o'clock,  too  late  for  the  Second  Corps  to  reach  the  field  that  day  to  take  part  in 
stemming  the  tide  ;  but  not  so  with  its  commander.  Meade  orders  Hancock 
to  proceed  to  the  front  and  take  command  of  all  the  troops  there  assembled. 
This  was  1.10  o'clock,  and  within  twenty  minutes  Hancock,  with  his  staff,  was 
on  the  road  to  Gettysburg.  He  goes  like  Dessaix  at  Marengo,  to  snatch  victory 
from  the  jaws  of  defeat.  (A  strange  coincidence  related  to  me  by  General 
Hancock  himself;  nearly  a  century  before  the  grandfather  of  General  Hancock, 
then  a  soldier  of  Washington's  army,  started  from  this  same  little  village  of 
Taneytown  to  escort  some  of  the  prisoners  of  Burgoyne  to  Valley  Forge.)  The 
Second  Corps  promptly  followed  General  Hancock,  aud  it  required  no  urging 
to  keep  the  men  up.  The  regiments  moved  solidly  and  rapidly,  and  not  a 
straggler  was  to  be  seen.  Men  never  covered  thirteen  miles  so  quickly  ;  but 
as  they  hurried  along  a  halt  was  ordered,  the  ranks  opened,  and  an  ambulance 
passed  containing  the  dead  body  of  the  heroic  GeneralJohn  F.  Reynolds.  Then 
the  corps  pushed  on  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  battle  ground,  where  it 
camped  that  night  and  arrived  on  the  field  early  the  next  morning. 

When  the  corps  encamped  the  night  before,  not  far  from  Round  Top,  I  was 
called  up  from  my  slumber  shortly  after  midnight  by  Major  John  Hancock, 
assistant  adjutant  general  of  our  division,  and  directed  to  take  four  hundred 
men  who  had  been  detailed  from  a  New  York  regiment  and  form  a  picket  line 
beyond  the  Emmitsburg  road  and  at  right  angles  to  it.  He  tried  to  make  me 
understand  the  position  as  well  as  he  could,  drawing  a  sketch  of  the  country 
with  his  pencil  on  an  old  envelope  by  the  light  of  a  tallow  candle.  His  direc- 
tions were  very  vague,  but  he  gave  me  the  name  of  a  farmer  who  lived  over 
beyond  the  Emmitsburg  road  whom  he  said  could  tell  me  the  place  I  wanted. 
So  about  1  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  started  with  the  picket,  accompanied  by  Captain 
Garrett  Nowlen  of  my  regiment,  we  passed  to  the  south  of  Round  Top,  crossed 
the  pike  and  reached  the  farmer's  house  I  avus  directed  to.  I  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  getting  him  to  answer  my  questions,  he  seemed  to  doubt  who  we 
were,  he  shut  down  his  bedroom  window,  and  thinking  I  had  waited  long  enough 
for  him  to  make  ready  to  accompany  me,  and  he  not  appearing,  I  had  his  door 
well  battered  with  the  butts  of  several  muskets.  This  caused  him  to  again 
put  his  head  out  the  window.  He  made  some  excuse  for  not  coming.  I  gave 
him  a  short  time,  aud  a  very  short  time  indeed,  to  decide  whether  to  come  with 
me  or  be  shot  ;  we  were  .soon  on  tlie  march  to  our  destination  with  the  farmer  in 
the  lead.  I  established  the  pickets.  1  iiiunot  now  exactly  remember  the  spot, 
there  was  no  enemy  at  that  time  near  us.  Shortly  after  daybreak  we  were  re- 
lieved by  men  from  the  Third  C'orps  ami  I  started  back,  crossing  the  Emmits- 
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burg  road  uear  the  peach  orchiirtl,  and  reached  our  main  line,  passing  Trestle's 
house.  Before,  however,  I  had  crossed  the  load,  I  heard  picket  firing  by  the 
men  who  had  relieved  us,  then  all  was(|uiet  about  the  peach  orchard,  no  enemy 
being  in  sight. 

A.s  General  Hancock  proceeded  to  the  front,  he  rode  part  of  the  way  in  an 
ambulance,  so  that  he  might  examine  the  maps  of  the  country,  his  aide,  Major 
Mitchell,  galloping  ahead  to  announce  his  coming  to  General  Howard,  whom 
he  found  on  Cemetery  Hill,  and  to  whom  he  told  his  errand.  At  3.30  o'clock, 
General  Hancock  rode  up  to  General  Howard,  informed  him  that  he  had  come 
to  take  command.  Howard  answered,  "  Hancock,  go  ahead.''  At  this  moment 
our  defeat  seemed  to  be  complete.  Our  troops  were  flowing  tlirough  the  streets 
of  the  town  in  great  disorder,  closely  pursued  by  the  Confederates,  the  retreat 
fast  becoming  a  rout,  and  in  u  very  few  minntes  the  enemy  would  have  been 
in  possession  of  Cemetery  Hill,  the  key  to  the  position,  and  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg wouldhave  gone  into  history  as  a  Confederate  victory.  But  what  a  change 
I'aiiie  over  the  scene  in  the  ne.xt  half  hour.  The  presence  of  Hancock,  like  that 
of  Sheridan,  was  magnetic.  Order  came  out  of  chaos.  The  flying  troops  halt 
and  again  face  the  enemy.  The  battalions  that  were  retreating  dov\'n  the  Bal- 
timore pike  are  called  back,  and  with  a  cheer  go  into  position  on  Lhe  crest  of 
Cemetery  Hill,  where  the  division  of  Steinwehr  had  already  been  stationed. 

When  order  had  taken  the  place  of  confusion,  and  our  lines  once  more  intact, 
he  sent  his  senior  aide,  Major  Mitchell,  back  to  tell  General  Meade,  that  in  his 
judgment,  Gettysburg  was  the  place  to  fight  our  battle.  Major  Mitchell  found 
General  Meade  in  the  evening,  near  Taneytown,  and  communicated  these  views. 
General  Meade  listened  attentively,  and  on  these  representations  he  fortunately 
concluded  to  deliver  the  battle  at  Gettysburg,  and  turning  to  General  Seth 
Williams,  his  adjutant-general,  he  said:  ''Order  up  all  the  troops,  we  will 
fight  there!" 

The  morning  of  July  2,  and  the  second  day  of  the  battle  dawned  clear  and 
bright,  and  found  Hancock  posting  the  Second  Corps  on  Cemetery  Ridge.  .As 
yet,  no  one  in  that  corps,  with  the  exception  of  the  general  and  his  staff,  had 
heard  a  shot  fired.  As  we  approached  Gettysburg  the  day  before,  the  sounds 
ol'  the  fight,  owing  to  the  direction  of  the  wind  or  the  formation  of  the  country, 
were  wholly  inaudible.  Those  who  came  upon  the  field  after  nightfall,  had  no 
idea  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  but  as  the  daylight  increased  and  ob- 
jects became  visible,  we  saw  their  lines  nearly  a  mile  distant  on  Seminary 
Eidge,  and  away  to  our  left  rose  Little  Bound  Top,  and  still  farther  on  Round 
Top.  As  the  day  wore  on  and  not  a  shot  or  a  hostile  sound  broke  the  stillness 
of  the  morning,  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  were  not  yet  ready  to  renew 
the  fight.  Our  corps  had  got  into  position  (not  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Ceme- 
tery'Ridge  as  now  marked,  but  directly  on  the  crest  some  fifty  yards  forward) 
and  in  a  woods  just  back  of  our  line  the  birds  carolled  and  sang.  Our  horses 
quietly  browsed  in  the  rich  grass,  and  the  men  lay  in  groups,  peacefully  enjoy- 
ing a  rest  after  the  rapid  march  of  the  day  before.  The  troops  that  arrived  on 
the  field  or  changed  their  position,  did  so  leisurely  and  unmolested.  Sickles 
came  up  and  went  into  position  on  our  left,  and  Geary  took  his  division  over 
to  Gulp's  Hill.  About  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  picket  firing  was  heard  outtowards  the 
left  beyond  the  Emmitsburg  pike,  continuing  at  intervals  until  long  after  noon, 
at  times  becoming  quite  sharp.  But  3  o'clock  came  and  still  no  signs  of  the 
general  engagement. 
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The  boys  had  partly  recovered  from  their  fatigue  and  were  actually  beginning 
to  enjoy  life  ;  some  of  them  indulged  in  a  quiet  game  of  euchre,  while  others 
toasted  their  hardtack  or  fried  a  little  bacon  at  the  small  fires  in  the  rear  of  the 
lines.  Shortly  after  3  o'clock,  a  movement  was  apparent  on  our  left.  From 
where  we  (Caldwell's  Division)  lay,  the  whole  country  in  our  front  and  far  to 
our  left,  away  to  the  peach  orchard  and  to  Little  Round  Top,  was  in  full  view, 
the  country  not  then  being  so  grown  up  as  at  this  day.  Our  division  stood  in 
brigade  columns,  and  when  it  became  evident  that  something  was  going  to  take 
place,  the  boys  dropped  their  cards,  regardless  of  what  was  trump,  and  all  gath- 
ered on  the  most  favorable  position  to  witness  the  opening  of  the  ball.  Soon 
the  long  lines  of  the  Third  Corps  are  seen  advancing,  and  how  splendidly  they 
jiiarch.  It  looks  like  dress  parade,  a  review.  On;  on  they  go,  out  towards  the 
peach  orchard,  but  not  a  shot  fired.  A  little  while  longer  and  some  one  calls 
out  "  there,"  and  points  to  where  a  puff  of  smoke  is  seen  arising  against  the 
dark  green  of  the  woods  beyond  the  Emmitsburg  pike.  Another  and  another 
until  the  whole  face  of  the  forest  is  enveloped,  and  the  dread  sound  of  artillery 
comes  loud  and  quick,  shells  are  seen  bursting  in  all  directions  along  the  lines. 
The  bright  colors  of  the  regiments  are  couspicuons  marks,  and  the  shells  burst 
around  them  in  great  numbers.  The  musketry  begins,  the  infantry  becomes 
engaged  and  the  battle  extends  along  the  whole  front  of  Sickles'  Corps.  (The 
writer,  in  company  with  General  Hancock,  who,  a  few  minutes  before  had  ridden 
up  to  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  dismounted,  General  Caldwell, 
Colonel  Kelly  of  the  Eighty-eighth  New  York,  Colonel  Burns  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Massachusetts,  and  several  other  field  officers,  who  had  sought  that 
eligible  locality  to  view  the  contest,  were  grouped  together.  Hancock  was  rest- 
ing on  one  knee  leaning  upon  his  sword  ;  he  smiled  and  remarked:  "  Wait  a 
moment,  you  will  soou  see  them  tumbling  back.")  Now  the  sounds  come 
from  Little  Round  Top,  and  the  smoke  rises  among  the  trees,  and  all  the  high 
and  wooded  ground  to  the  left  of  the  peach  orchard  seems  to  be  the  scene  of  • 
strife.  An  hour  passed  and  our  troops  give  way  and  are  falling  back,  the  odds 
are  against  them  and  they  are  forced  to  retire. 

A  staff  officer  rides  up  with  an  order  to  the  commander  ol  the  Second  Corps 
to  send  a  division  to  report  to  General  Sykes  on  the  left.  Hancock  quietly  re- 
marks "'Caldwell,  you  get  your  division  ready."  'Tall  in,"  and  the  men  ruu 
to  their  places,  "take  arms,"  and  the  four  brigades  of  Zook,  Cross,  Brooke  and 
Kelly,  although  small  in  numbers,  are  ready  for  the  fray.  There  is  yet  a  few 
minutes  to  spare  before  starting,  and  the  time  is  occupied  in  one  of  the  most 
impressive  religious  ceremonies  I  have  ever  witnessed.  The  Irish  Brigade, 
which  had  been  commanded  formerly  by  General  Thomas  Francis  Meagher, 
and  whose  green  flag  has  been  unfurled  on  every  battle  in  which  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  was  engaged,  from  the  lirst  Bull  Run  to  Appomattox,  and 
now  commanded  by  Colonel  Patrick  Kelly,  and  to  which  our  regiment  was  at- 
tached, formed  a  part  of  this  division.  The  brigade  stood  in  column  of  regi- 
ments closed  in  mass.  As  a  large  majority  of  its  members  were  Catholics,  the 
chaplain  of  the  brigade.  Rev.  William  Corby,  proposed  to  give  a  general  abso- 
lution to  all  the  men  belbre  going  into  the  fight.  While  this  is  customary  in 
the  armies  of  the  Catholic  countries  in  Europe,  it  was,  perhaps,  the  first  time 
il,  ^vii.s  ever  witnessed  on  this  continent,  unless,  indeed,  the  grim  old  warrior, 
Ponce  de  Leon,  as  he  tramped  through  the  everglades  of  Florida  in  search  of 
the  Fountain  of  Youth,  or  I)e  Soto,  on  his  march  to  the  Mississippi,  indulged 
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in  this  act  of  devotion.  Father  Corby  stood  upon  a  large  rock  in  Iront  ot  the 
hrigade.  Addressing  tiie  men,  he  explained  what  lie  was  about  to  do,  saying 
that  each  one  could  receive  the  benefit  of  the  absolution  by  making  a  sincere 
act  of  contrition  and  firmly  resolving  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  con- 
fessing their  sins,  urging  them  to  do  their  duty  well,  and  leminding  them  of 
the  high  and  sacred  nature  of  their  trust  as  soldiers  and  the  noble  object  for 
which  they  fought,  anding  by  saying  that  the  Catholic  church  refuses  Christian 
burial  to  the  soldier  who  turns  his  hack  upon  the  foe  or  deserts  his  flag.  The 
brigade  was  standing  at  "order  arms,"  and  as  he  closed  his  address,  every  man 
fell  on  his  knees,  with  head  bowed  down.  Then,  stretching  his  right  hand  to- 
ward the  brigade,  Father  Corby  pronounced  the  words  of  the  general  absolu- 
tion "  Dominws  noster  Jesus  Christus  vos  absolvnt,  el  ego,  mtetoritate  ipsius,  vos  aJi- 
soha  ab  vinculo  excommun-icationix  cl  iiderdicii  in  quantum  possum  et  vos  indigetis, 
deinde  ego  ahsolvo  vos  a  peccatri!i  rcstris  in.  nomine  Patris,  ct  filis,  et  Spiri.tus  Sanc- 
tus.  Amen! "  The  scene  was  more  than  impressive,  it  was  awe-inspiring.  Near 
by  stood  Hancock,  surrounded  by  a  brilliant  array  of  officers,  who  had 
gathered  to  witness  this  very  unusual  occurrence,  and  while  there  was  pro- 
found silence  in  the  ranks  of  the  Second  Corps  yet  over  to  the  left,  out  by  the 
peach  orchard  and  Little  Round  Top,  where  Weed,  Vincent  and  Hazlett  were 
dying,  the  roar  of  the  battle  rose  and  swelled  and  re-echoed  through  the 
woods,  making  music  more  sublime  than  ever  sounded  through  cathedral  aisles. 
The  act  seemed  to  be  in  harmony  with  all  the  surroundings.  I  do  not  think 
there  was  a  man  in  the  brigade  who  did  not  offer  up  a  heartfelt  prayer.  For 
some  it  was  their  last,  they  knelt  there  in  their  grave  clothes — in  less  than 
half  an  hour  many  of  them  Avere  numbered  with  the  dead  of  July  2.  Who 
can  doubt  that  their  prayers  were  good  ?  What  was  wanting  in  the  eloquence 
of  the  good  priest  to  move  them  to  repentance  was  supplied  in  the  incidents  of 
the  fight.  That  heart  would  be  incorrigible  indeed,  that  the  scream  of  a  Whit- 
worth  bolt,  added  to  Father  Corby's  touching  appeal,  would  not  move  to  con- 
trition. 

The  maps  published  by  the  Government  made  the  time  of  Caldwell's  Divi- 
sion moving  to  the  left  at  4  o'clock.  I  think  this  is  a  mistake.  I  believe  it 
was  nearly  5  o'clock  before  we  started.  The  division  moved  off  by  the  left 
flank  and  marched  rapidly.  We  had  hardly  got  under  way  when  the  enemy's 
batteries  opened  and  shell  began  falling  all  around  us.  The  ground  on  which 
this  division  faced  the  enemy  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  had  already  been 
fought  over,  and  the  fields  and  woods  were  strewn  with  killed  and  wounded. 

Our  division  moved  from  its  position  on  Cemetery  Eidge  without  change 
of  formation,  each  brigade  being  in  column  of  regiments,  the  One  hundred  and 
sixteenth  Pennsylvania  being  the  rear  or  left  of  the  column  forming  the  Second 
or  Irish  Brigade,  each  regiment  of  course  moving  by  the  left  flank.  We  soon 
descended  to  the  low  ground,  skirted  a  small  run  and  on  reaching  the  plowed 
land  near  Trestle's  house  received  ii  fire  of  solid  shot  from  the  enemy's  guns 
then  in  position  near  the  peach  orchard,  for  by  this  time  all  that  ground  had 
been  cleared  of  our  troops  and  guns;  still  moving  to  the  left  the  division 
reached  the  spot  now  known  as  ''The  Valley  of  Death"  in  front  of  Little 
Round  Top.  As  we  passed  the  road  to  the  north  of  the  wheat-field.  General 
Hancock  sat  upon  his  horse  looking  at  the  troops.  As  Colonel  Cross,  of  the  Fifth 
New  Hampshire  Regiment  passed  by,  he  said  to  him,  "Cross,  this  is  the  last 
fight  you'll  fight  without  a  star."    Without  stopping  Cross  replied,  "Too  late. 
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too  late,  general,  this  is  my  last  battle.''  Ten  minutes  afterwards  the  country 
lost  one  of  the  best  soldiers  in  the  army.  Cross  was  dead,  shot  at  the  head  of 
his  brigade  leading  them  to  the  charge. 

When  we  reached  Little  Round  Top  the  division  was  deployed  double-quick. 
Cross'  Brigade  deployed  to  the  left  of  the  wheat-field  and  moved  forward  as  did 
each  brigade  without  waiting  for  the  other  brigades.  Brooke's  Brigade  went 
in  to  the  left  of  Cross.  General  Zook's  Brigade  was  to  have  been  held  in  re- 
serve on  a  second  line,  but  as  we,  the  Irish  Brigade,  moved  into  position  skirt- 
ing the  edge  of  the  wheat-field  to  the  right  of  Cross,  we  saw  Zook's  Brigadt> 
in  line  moving  through  the  wheat  ;  we  were  not  forty  yards  in  their  rear.  As 
they  approached  the  line  of  timber  covering  the  slope  of  the  hill  Ihey  received 
a  withering  fire  from  the  concealed  enemy,  which  staggered  them  for  a  mo- 
ment. We  still  kept  on  and  upon  uncovering  Zook  came  to  a  front,  moving 
quickly  into  the  timber  that  covered  the  hill.  Up  to  this  moment,  strange  to 
say,  not  a  shot  was  fired  at  our  regiment  (or  more  properly  battalion,  for  we 
had  been  consolidated  into  four  companies).  Suddenly  some  one  in  the  ranks 
cried  out  "there  they  are!''  Sure  enough,  not  forty  feetfrom  us  up  towards  the 
crest,  behind  the  trees  and  big  rocks  covering  that  ground,  was  the  enemy;  no 
orders  were  given  but  in  an  instant  every  musket  on  the  line  was  at  its  deadly 
work.  The  enemy  having  to  rise  to  fire  over  the  rocks,  their  shots  for  the  most, 
part  pas.sed  over  our  heads,  but  as  they  exposed  themselves  to  our  men  at  such 
close  quarters,  armed  with  smooth-bore  muskets  firing  '"buck  and  ball"  (one 
large  ball  and  three  buck  shot),  the  effect  of  our  fire  was  deadly  in  the  ex- 
treme, for,  under  such  circumstances,  a.  blind  man  could  not  have  missed  his 
mark.  The  officers  too  joined  in  the  fray  each  one  emptying  his  revolver  with 
effect.  For  ten  minutes  this  work  went  on,  our  men  seeming  to  load  and  fire 
twice  as  fast  as  the  enemy.  Now  the  voice  of  Kelly  is  heard  ordering  the 
charge  ;  with  a  cheer,  a  few  quick  strides,  and  we  are  on  the  crest  among  the 
enemy. 

Here  took  place  a  rather  extraordinary  scene.  Our  men  and  their  opponents 
were  mingled  together.  In  charging  we  had  literallyran  rightin  amongthem. 
Firing  instantly  ceased,  and  we  found  there  were  as  many  of  the  enemy  as 
there  were  of  ourselves.  Ofiicers  and  men  of  both  sides  looked  for  a  time  at 
each  other  utterly  bewildered  ;  the  fighting  had  stopped,  yet  the  Confederate 
soldiers  stood  there  facing  us,  still  retained  their  arms  and  showed  no  disposi- 
tion to  surrender.  At  this  moment  I  called  out,  "  Confederate  troops  lay  down 
your  arms  and  go  to  the  rear  !  "  This  ended  a  scene  that  was  becoming  em- 
barrassing. The  order  was  promptly  obeyed  and  a  large  number  of  what  I 
think  were  men  of  Kershaw's  Brigade  became  our  prisoners  ;  they  held  the  left 
flank  of  their  line.  In  front  of  our  brigade  we  found  that  the  enemy  had  suf- 
fered much  more  than  we  had.  When  engaged,  our  line  was  below  theirs,  as 
they  stood  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  They  fired  down  while  our  men  fired  up- 
ward and  our  fire  was  more  effective.  On  their  line  we  found  many  dead,  but 
few  wounded— they  were  nearly  all  hit  in  the  head  or  upper  part  of  the  body. 
Behind  one  rock  Ave  counted  five  dead  bodies.  This  was  some  of  the  most 
severe  fighting  our  division  had  ever  done.  During  the  fight  our  regiment 
held  the  extreme  right  of  the  division,  and  from  where  we  stood  we  could  see 
the  peach  orchard,  and  none  of  our  troops  were  between  that  point  and  us— a 
distance  of  an  eighth  of  a  mile. 

Some  fifteen  minutes  after  the  fighting  had  ceased  we  dressed  line  and  our 
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lueu  awaiting  the  next  event ;  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  of  Zook's  Brigade  wa.s  placed  iu  the  rear  and  at  right  angles  to  my 
c-ommand,  and  about  the  same  time  I  noticed  what  1  believed  to  be  u,  column 
of  the  enemy  passing  through  the  peach  orchard  and  to  the  rear  of  our  division. 
I  reported  the  matter  to  the  brigade  commander  (Colonel  Kelly)  but  I  could 
not  convince  him  that  the  column  in  iiuestion  was  a  Confederate  force,  the 
smoke  and  distance  ^jreventing  our  seeing  accurately.  Feeling,  however,  un- 
easy and  anxious  in  regard  to  the  character  uf  the  troops  I  requested  him 
(Colonel  Kelly)  to  relieve  me  from  command  of  my  own  regiment  and  allow  me 
to  take  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  over  the  fields 
and  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  column.  He  at  once  told  me  that  I  could  do 
so.  Placing  Captain  Garrett  Nowlen  in  command  of  my  regiment,  I  went  back 
to  where  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  stood  in  line,  told  the  officers  and  men 
my  mission,  learned  from  them  that  Colonel  Roberts  had  been  killed  and  that 
there  was  no  lield  officer  present  with  the  command.  Pointing  to  the  column 
that  for  full  ten  minutes  had  then  been  passing  to  our  rear,  I  asked  the  regi- 
ment to  follow  me  out  to  the  peach  orchard  that  we  might  learn  what  troops 
it  was  composed  of  The  duty  demanded  was  of  the  most  desperate  nature. 
The  command  had  just  lost  its  heroic  colonel  and  on  another  part  of  the  field 
lifty  of  its  members  lay  dead  and  two  hundred  wounded,  and  now  an  officer 
who  was  a  stranger  to  almost  every  man  in  the  ranks,  asked  them  to  go  for- 
ward and  attack,  if  necessary,  a  whole  brigade  of  the  enemy.  Yet  every  man 
in  that  most  noble  command  responded  to  the  call  and  promptly  followed  me 
toward  the  advancing  hosts.  We  had  only  marched  some  fifty  yards  when  the 
flags  unfurled  in  the  breeze  and  we  saw  distinctly  that  the  moving  column 
I'onsisted  of  Confederate  troops.  Further  advance  was  useless.  I  then  re- 
quested the  senior  officer  of  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers to  place  his  command  on  my  right  and  so  prolong  our  line.  He  started 
to  do  so.  and  moved  his  regiment  over  towards  the  grove  (^since  cut  down)  on 
my  right  flank  while  I  walked  back  to  my  own  command.  At  that  moment  a 
staff  officer  ran  up  from  our  left  and  in  a  very  excited  manner  called  out ' '  that 
we  were  surrounded  and  to  fall  back  and  save  as  many  of  our  men  as  possible. ' ' 
Looking  to  the  left  I  discovered  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fortieth  and  the  men  of  my  own  regiment,  all  the  division  had  gone. 

Whilst  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  deserves  the 
highest  praise  for  volunteering  in  a  most  desperate  duty,  yet  the  truth  of  his- 
tory compels  me  to  record  the  fact  that  that  regiment  did  not  fight  on  the  right 
of  the  division,  neither  did  it  hold  the  right  of  the  division  line  for  a  single  in- 
stant during  the  fight.  When  the  regiment  came  up  and  went  into  position  to 
my  rear  (the  spot  is  marlied  by  i.  monument  erected  by  the  survivors  some 
years  ago)  the  firing  had  been  over  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes  and  the  prisoners 
sent  to  the  rear.  Not  a  shot  was  fired  on  that  part  of  the  field  after  the  One 
hundred  and  fortieth  came  there  and  when,  by  my  request,  the  command  moved 
over  to  the  grove  (since  cut  down)  on  my  right,  there  was  no  division  there,  as 
at  that  moment  everything  had  gone  to  the  rear  except  that  regiment  and  my 
own.  We  were  still  on  the  ground  because  we  happened  to  be  the  last  to  receive 
the  orders  to  retreat. 

1  have  thought  proper  to  make  this  statement  about  the  One  hundred  and 
fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  because  a  second  monument  has  been  recently 
erected  on  the  field  of  the  second  day's  fight,  which  purports  to  mark  the  spot 
•where  it  fought,  but  it  is  as  far  from  correct  as  the  inscriptions  upon  it. 
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Alter  our  prisoners  had  been  sent  to  the  rear,  the  brigade  line  was  dressed 
forward  some  twenty-five  yards  on  the  line  now  marked  by  the  Oue  hundred 
and  sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  Twenty -eighth  Massachusetts  and  Irish  Brigade 
monuments,  where  it  remained  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  While  wait- 
ing for  the  next  scene  in  the  tragedy,  I  left  the  line  and  walked  out  towards 
the  front  to  the  ravine  along  the  edge  of  which  lay  the  dead  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  tenth  Pennsylvania.  We  had  met  this  regiment  about  half  an  hour 
before  as  we  were  marching  to  the  left  before  deployment.  De  Trobriand's  Bri- 
gade were  falling  back  and  many  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  passed  through 
the  intervals  in  our  column.  There  was  no  enemy  visible  between  us  and  the 
Emmitsburg  road.  The  Eose  barn  and  other  buildings  were  in  full  view;  upon 
that  part  of  the  field  at  least  all  was  quiet. 

When  I  got  back  to  my  own  command  I  quickly  told  the  men  of  the  danger 
and  for  each  one  to  look  to  his  own  safety,  pointing  out  the  direction  they  were 
to  take  towards  Little  Eound  Top.  I  rolled  up  the  colors  and  with  some  thirty 
men  ran  down  through  the  woods  and  into  the  wheat-field  ;  here  we  were  in  a 
trap,  a  line  of  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  the  wheat-field  from  the  south  and 
Wofford's  Brigade,  the  column  I  had  seen  marching  around  the  peach  orchard 
and  into  our  rear,  was  closing  in  from  the  north,  we  caught  it  from  both  sides, 
the  slaughter  here  was  appalling,  but  we  kept  on,  the  men  loading  and  firing 
as  they  ran,  and  by  the  time  we  had  reached  the  middle  of  the  field  the  two 
lines  of  the  enemy  were  so  close  that  for  a  few  moments  they  ceased  firing  on 
us,  as  they  fired  into  each  other.  Then  I  heard  voices  calling  out,  ''come  here, 
run  this  way;"  a  few  seconds  more  and  I  was  over  a  low  stone  wall  and  among 
Sweitzer's  Brigade,  about  ten  of  my  command  were  with  me,  others  were  saved, 
many  by  running  into  Ayres'  Division  as  it  advanced.  I  went  back  to  the 
Taneytown  road,  I  there  found  Colonel  Brooke,  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania,  com- 
manding brigade,  sitting  on  his  horse,  he  was  all  alone  ;  he  asked  me  where 
the  division  was.  I  could  give  him  no  information.  He  directed  me  to  plant 
my  colors  there  in  a  field  so  the  division  might  be  collected  together  which  was 
done,  and  the  remnants  of  '"  Caldwell's  Division  "  again  got  into  fighting  shape. 

I  am  aware  that  this  is  not  ii  pleasing  narrative  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
First  Division  from  the  second  day's  fight  at  Gettysburg  nor  is  it  in  accord 
with  the  numerous  "official"  regimental  reports,  which  speak  of  "retiring  iu 
good  order,"  "slowly  falling  back,"  and  other  such  terms,  more  flattering  than 
truthful. 

The  brigades  of  Cross  and  Brooke  were  more  fortunate  than  those  of  Zook 
and  Kelly.  The  Confederate  lines  in  our  rear  did  not  extend  far  enough  to 
cover  the  two  first,  but  Kelly  and  Zook  were  completely  surrounded,  and  tlio 
only  way  out  of  the  trap  was  to  pass  down  between  the  two  lines  of  the  enemy. 

Passing  through  this  alley  of  death  iu  the  wheat-field,  where  the  bullets 
came  in  showers,  we  got  away  with  a  large  part  of  the  division,  hut  the  loss 
was  terrible.  In  the  half  hour  we  were  under  fire  fourteen  hundred  men  were 
lost.  Of  the  four  brigade  commanders,  two  were  killed— General  vS.  K.  Zook 
and  Colonel  E.  E.  Cross.  Zook  fell  almost  at  the  first  fire  and  Cross  a  few- 
minutes  afterwards. 

Some  of  the  men  who  fell  in  the  wheat-field  during  the  retreat  of  this  divi- 
sion and  were  forced  to  lie  there  between  the  two  fires,  fared  badly.  One  man 
of  our  regiment  fell  shot  through  the  leg,  and  while  he  lay  there  was  hit  five 
(ir  six  times.     When  it  became  evident  that  we  had  to  fall  back,  our  wounded. 
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with  visions  of  Belle  Isle  and  Libby  before  them,  begged  piteously  to  be  taken 
along — many  of  them  keeping  with  us  wholly  unaided. 

General  Buford  says  of  the  first  day's  fight:  "There  seemed  to  be  no  direct- 
ing head."  This  might  be  applied  to  the  fighting  on  the  left  on  the  second 
day.  If  there  was  any  directing  head  it  was  not  especially  visible.  Until 
toward  dark  the  fight  had  certainly  gone  against  us,  and  the  battle  had  ex- 
tended along  the  line  to  the  right,  almost  half  way  to  the  cemetery.  The 
evening  and  our  prospects  grew  dark  together.  The  Third  Corps  had  been 
driven  back,  broken  and  shattered,  its  commander  wounded  and  carried  from 
the  field,  the  troops  that  had  gone  to  its  support  fared  no  better,  and  every  man 
felt  that  the  situation  was  grave. 

However,  all  was  not  yet  lost.  Meade  had  again  thought  of  Hancock,  and, 
as  yesterday  he  sent  him  to  stop  the  rout  of  the  First  and  Eleventh  Corps,  so 
to-day  he  orders  him  to  assume  command  on  the  left.  Once  more  he  is  in  the 
field.  A  half  hour  of  daylight  yet  remains,  but  it  is  long  enough,  to  enable 
him  to  rally  some  of  our  scattered  troops,  face  them  once  more  to  the  front, 
gather  reinforcements,  drive  back  the  enemy  and  restore  our  broken  lines.  At 
"Waterloo,  Wellington  jjetitioned  God  for  "Night  or  Blucher."  At  Gettys- 
burg, on  this  evening,  we  had  no  Blucher  to  pray  for.  Our  whole  force  was  up  ; 
but,  while  omitting  the  last  part  of  the  great  Englishman's  prayer,  we  had 
every  reason  to  adopt  the  first  portion.  As  the  fight  was  closing  upon  the  left 
of  our  army  Ewell  was  striking  a  terrific  blow  on  the  right.  As  we  reformed 
our  division  on  the  Taneytown  road,  and  we  had  some  difficulty  in  getting 
things  in  shape  after  the  rough  handling  we  had  received,  we  heard,  away  to 
the  right  and  rear,  the  yells  of  Ewell's  men  as  they  rushed  over  our  works  at 
Gulp's  Hill.  This  was  the  most  an.xious  hour  of  all.  We  had  been  driven  on 
the  left,  and  ou  the  right  the  enemy  had  effected  a  lodgement  in  our  works,  in 
one  of  our  strongest  positions,  and  were,  in  fact,  in  our  rear,  without  any  ade- 
quate force  to  oppose  them.  Another  hour  of  daylight  and,  unless  some 
miracle  had  intervened,  we  would  most  likely  have  left  Gettysburg  without 
waiting  to  bid  the  inhabitants  good  evening.  But,  fortunately  for  us,  there  was 
no  Joshua  around  Lee's  headquarters,  so  the  sun  went  down  on  almanac  time, 
utterly  regardless  of  the  little  troubles  we  were  trj'ing  to  settle.  Darkness 
fell  upon  the  scene  and  prevented  the  Confederates  from  taking  further  advan- 
tage of  their  success,  giving  us  chance  to  repair  our  disasters. 

Few  of  us  slept  during  this  night.  Our.  division  went  back  and  was  put  in 
position  on  Cemetery  Ridge  by  General  Hancock,  who,  all  the  night  long, 
labored  to  strengthen  this  line.  The  men  gathered  rocks  and  fence-rails  and 
used  them  to  erect  a  light  breastwork.  Had  the  necessary  tools  been  distrib- 
uted to  the  troops  we  could  have  intrenched  this  line  and  made  it  formidable, 
but  we  could  not  find  a  pick  or  a  shovel,  and  the  works  that  we  did  attempt 
were  very  light,  scarcely  sufficient  to  stop  a  musket  ball.  During  the  whole 
night  mounted  officers  galloped  to  and  fro,  and  troops  were  hurried  to  impor- 
tant points.  At  the  first  faint  gray  of  the  morning  of  July  3  the  fight  was  re- 
sumed on  Gulp's  Hill,  where  darkness  had  interrupted  it  the  night  before,  and 
from  then  until  about  11  o'clock  the  fire  was  heavy  and  incessant.  We  knew 
that  Slocum  was  trying  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  our  works,  which  they  had 
slept  in  and  occupied  without  invitation  the  night  before.  Gulp's  Hill  was 
about  a  mile  from  where  we  lay,  and  we  could  hear  the  cheers  of  Geary's  men, 
which  came  to  us  on  the  morning  air,  mingled  with  bullets  which  had  missed 
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the  mark  for  which  they  were  iutendeil  and,  almost  spent,  went  singiug  over 
our  lieads.  As  the  day  advanced  sounds  of  the  artillery  mingled  with  the 
musketry,  and  we  knew  that  a  hard  fight  was  iu  progress.  The  men  of  our 
line  almost  held  their  breath  with  anxiety.  About  11  o'clock  the  firing  sud- 
denly ceased.  A  tremendous  cheer  went  up,  and  u,  minute  later  every  man  iu 
the  army  knew  we  were  again  in  possession  of  Culp's  Hill.  Then  came  two 
hours  of  peace — a  perfect  calm. 

It  was  a  warm  summer  day  aud  from  Round  Top  to  Culp's  Hill  hardly  a 
.sound  was  heard,  not  a  shot  fired.  The  men  rested  after  the  fighting  of  the 
previous  evening,  no  troops  were  moving  to  or  fro,  the  only  activity  seen  was 
tlie  stretcher  bearers  taking  the  wounded  to  the  field  hospitals,  but  during 
those  two  hours  we  could  see  considerable  activity  along  Seminary  Ridge. 
Battery  after  battery  appeared  along  the  edge  of  the  woods.  Guns  were  un- 
limbered,  placed  in  position,  and  the  horses  taken  to  the  rear.  Our  men  sat 
around  in  groups  and . anxiously  watched  these  movements  in  our  front  and 
wondered  what  it  all  meant.  Shortly  after  1  o'clock,  however,  we  knew  all 
about  it.  The  headquarters  wagons  had  just  come  up  and  General  Gibbon 
bad  invited  Hancock  and  start'  to  partake  of  some  lunch.  The  bread  that  was 
handed  around — if  it  was  eaten  — was  consumed  without  butter,  for,  as  the 
orderly  was  passing  the  latter  article  to  the  gentlemen,  a  shell  from  Seminary 
Ridge  cut  him  in  two.  Instantly  the  air  was  filled  with  bursting  shells;  the 
batteries  that  we  had  been  watching  for  the  last  two  hours  going  into  position 
in  our  front  did  not  open  singly  or  spasmodicallv.  The  whole  hundred  aud 
thirty-seven  guns  which  now  began  to  play  upon  us,  seemed  to  be  discharged 
simultaneously,  as  though  by  electricity.  And  then  for  nearly  two  hours  the 
storm  of  death  wenton.  I  have  read  many  accounts  of  this  artillery  duel,  but 
the  most  graphic  description' by  the  most  able  writers  falls  far  short  of  the 
reality.  No  tongue  or  pen  can  find  language  strong  enough  to  convey  any  idea 
of  its  awfulness.  Streams  of  screaming  projectiles  poured  through  the  hot  air 
falling  and  bursting  e\erywr.ere.  Men  and  horses  were  torn  limb  from  limb; 
caissons  exploded  one  after  another  in  rapid  succession,  blowing  the  gunners  to 
pieces.  No  spot  within  our  lines  was  free  from  this  frightful  iron  ram.  The 
infantry  hugged  close  the  earth  and  sought  every  shelter  that  our  light  earth- 
works afforded.  It  was  literally  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  that  tlie  oldest 
soldiers  there-^those  who  had  taken  jjart  in  almost  e\ery  battle  of  the  war — 
had  not  yet  witnessed.  That  awful  rushing  sound  of  the  flying  missiles  which 
causes  the  firmest  hearts  to  quail  ivas  everywhere. 

At  this  tumultuous  moment,  we  witnessed  a  deed  of  heroism,  such  as  we  are 
apt  to  attribute  only  to  knights  of  the  olden  time.  Hancock,  mounted  and 
accompanied  by  his  staff,  Major  Jlitchell,  Captain  Harry  Bingham,  Captain 
Isaac  Parker  and  Captain  E.  P.  Brown.son,  with  the  corps'  flag  fly  ingiu  the  hands 
of  a  brave  Irishman,  Private  James  'Wells,  of  the  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry, 
started  at  the  right  of  his  line  where  it  joins  the  Taneytown  road,  and  slowly 
rode  along  the  terrible  crest  to  the  extreme  left  of  his  position,  while  shot  and 
shell  roared  and  <-rashed  around  him,  and  every  moment  tore  great  gaps  in  the 
ranks  at  his  side.  It  was  a  gallant  deed,  and  withal  not  a  reckless  exposure  of 
life,  lor  the  presence  and  calm  demeanor  of  the  commander,  as  he  passed  through 
the  lines  of  his  men,  set  them  an  example  which,  an  hour  later,  bore  good  fruit 
and  nerved  their  stout  hearts  to  ^vin  the  greatest  and  most  decisive  battle  ever 
/ought  on  this  continent.     For  two  hours  our  batteries  replied  ^•igorously  and 
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tlien  ceased  altogether  ;  but  the  Con I'ederatc  shells  came  Jis  numerously  as  ever, 
then,  ten  minutes,  not  a  soul  was  seen  stirring  on  our  line  -we  might  have  been 
an  army  of  dead  men  for  all  the  evidence  of  life  visible.  Suddenly  the  enemy 
stopped  their  lire,  which  had  been  going  on  for  two  hours  without  intermission, 
and  then  the  long  lines  of  their  infantry — eighteen  thousand  strong — emerged 
from  the  woods  and  began  their  advance. 

At  this  moment,  silence  reigned  along  our  whole  line.  With  arms  at  a  "  right 
shoulder  shift"  the  division  of  Longstreet's  Corps  moved  forward  with  a  pre- 
cision that  was  wouderiully  beautifnl.  It  is  now  our  turn,  and  the  lines  that 
a  few  moments  before  seemed  so  still,  now  teemed  with  animation.  Eighty  of 
our  guns  open  their  brazen  mouths,  solid  shot  and  shell  are  sent  on  their  errand 
of  destruction  in  quick  succession.  We  see  them  tall  in  countless  numbers 
among  the  advancing  troops.  The  accuracy  of  our  fire  could  not  be  excelled, 
the  mis.siles  strike  right  in  the  ranks,  tearing  and  rending  them  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Regiment  was  supporting  Sterling's 
Second  Connecticut  Battery,  the  men  lying  in  front  of  and  between  the  pieces; 
it  was  marvelous  the  rapidity  and  accuracy  with  which  these  guns  were  served. 
The  ground  over  which  they  have  passed  is  strewn  with  dead  and  wounded. 
Bat  on  they  come.  The  gaps  in  the  ranks  are  closed  as  .soon  as  made.  They 
have  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  pass,  exposed  to  our  fire,  and  half  the  distance 
is  nearly  passed.  Our  gunners  now  load  with  canister  and  the  effect  is  appal- 
ling, but  still  they  march  on.  Their  gallantry  is  past  all  praise — it  is  sublime. 
Now  they  are  within  a  hundred  yards.  Onr  infantry  rise  up  and  pour  round 
after  round  into  these  heroic  troops. 

At  Waterloo  the  Old  Guard  recoiled  before  a  less  severe  fii-e.  But  there  was 
no  recoil  in  these  men  of  the  South — they  marched  right  on  as  though  they 
courted  death.  They  concentrate  in  great  numbers  and  strike  on  the  most  ad- 
vanced part  of  our  line.  The  crash  of  the  musketry  and  the  cheers  of  the  men 
blend  together.  The  Philadelphia  Brigade  occupy  this  point.  They  are  fight- 
ing on  their  own  ground  and  for  their  own  State,  and  in  the  bloody  hand-to 
hand  engagenjent  which  ensues,  the  Confederates,  though  fighting  with  despe- 
rate valor,  find  it  impossible  to  dislodge  them — they  are  rooted  to  the  ground. 
Seeing  how  utterly  hopeless  further  effort  would  be,  and  knowing  the  impo.s- 
sibility  of  reaching  their  lines,  they  attempt  to  retreat  and  the  battle  is  won. 
To  the  left  of  the  Philadelphia  Brigade  we  did  not  get  to  such  close  quar- 
ters. Our  eager  gaze  was  upon  Pickett  and  his  murderous  reception  by  the 
Philadelphia  Brigade,  but  now  right  in  our  own  front  Wilcox's  and  Perry's 
Brigades  are  seen  coming  straight  for  our  line,  every  musket  is  tightly  grasped 
and  our  men  become  impatient  to  begin  their  work,  but  the  orders  are  to  hold 
our  fire  and  it  took  all  the  officers  could  do  t;)  keep  the  men  from  firing.  But 
the  enemy  are  coming  nearer,  and  as  the  Avelcome  order  is  sounded  down  the' 
line  "  ready,  '■  the  air  becomes  filled  as  though  by  a  great  flock  of  white  pigeons; 
it  was  the  fluttering  of  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  white  rags  the  tokens  of  sur- 
render, and  Wilcox's  and  Perry's  men  throw  down  their  arms  and  surrender; 
as  the  mass  of  the  enemy  come  into  our  lines,  some  few  spirits,  bolder  than  the 
rest,  run  back  to  their  own  lines,  our  men  being  prevented  from  firing  on  them 
ibr  fear  of  killing  the  prisoners. 

Five  thousand  prisoners  were  sent  to  the  rear,  and  we  gathered  up  thirty- 
three  regimental  standards  in  front  of  the  Second  Corps.  The  remaining  hours 
of  daylight  during  this  day  were  occupied  in  caring  for  the  wounded,  lo.oking 
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over  the  field  and  talking  over  the  incidents  of  the  fight.  Many  noble  officers 
and  men  were  lost  on  both  sides,  and  in  the  camp  hospital  they  died  in  hun- 
dreds during  the  afternoon  and  night.  The  Confederate  General  Armistead 
died  in  this  way.  As  he  was  being  carried  to  the  rear  he  was  met  by  Captain 
Harry  Bingham  of  Hancock's  staff,  who,  getting  off  his  horse,  asked  him  if  he 
could  do  anything  for  him.  Armistead  replied  to  take  his  watch  and  spurs  to 
General  Hancock  that  they  might  be  sent  to  his  relatives.  His  wishes  were 
complied  with,  General  Hancock  sending  them  to  his  friends  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. Armistead  was  a  brave  soldier  with  a  chivalric  presence,  and  came 
forward  in  front  of  his  brigade  waving  his  sword.  He  was  shot  through  the 
body  and  fell  inside  of  our  lines.  Some  of  the  wounded  Confederates  showed 
considerable  animosity  toward  our  men.  One  of  them,  who  lay  mortally 
wounded  in  front  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania,  sullenly  refused  to  be  taken  to 
the  hospital,  saying  that  he  wanted  to  die  right  there  on  the  field  where  he  fell. 
The  scene  after  Longstreet's  charge  was  indescribable.  In  front  of  the  Second 
C!orps  the  dead  lay  in  great  heaps.  Dismounted  guns,  ruins  of  exploded  cais- 
sons, dead  and  mutilated  men  and  horses  were  piled  up  together  in  every  di- 
rection. 

Out  on  the  field  where  Longstreet's  Corps  had  passed,  thousands  of  wounded 
were  lying.  We  had  no  means  of  reaching  these  poor  fellows,  and  many  of 
them  lay  there  between  lines  until  the  morning  of  the  5th.  The  Confederates 
could  be  seen  moving  around  on  Seminary  Ridge.  Welcome  supplies  came  up 
and  were  issued.  All  hands  felt  cheerful,  but  a  degree  of  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  the  battle  was  over  or  whether  the  enemy  were  getting  ready  for  some 
new  movement,  prevented  us  from  celebrating  the  national  anniversary  in  a 
proper  manner.  Once  in  a  while  the  sharpshooters  would  try  their  skill  on 
some  of  our  people  to  let  us  know  they  were  still  there.  The  stench  from  the 
dead  became  intolerable,  and  we  tried  to  escape  it  by  digging  up  the  ground 
and  burying  our  faces  in  the  fresh  earth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  we  found  the  enemy  had  gone,  and  then  what  a 
scene.  I  think  the  fact  was  first  discovered  by  the  troops  on  Culp's  Hill,  and 
what  a  cheer  went  up  ;  a  cheer  that  swelled  into  a  roar  and  was  taken  up  by 
the  boys  on  Cemetery  Hill,  rolled  along  the  crest  to  Round  Top  and  then  back 
again.  Cheers  for  the  Philadelphia  Brigade  that  stood  a  living  wall  against 
which  the  hosts  beat  in  vain.  Cheers  for  Meade,  the  soldier  "  without  fear  or 
reproach,"  who  here  began  with  a  great  \ictory  his  illustrious  career  as  com- 
mander of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Cheers  for  Hancock,  who  had  stemmed 
the  tide  of  defeat  on  the  first  day  and  selected  the  ground  on  which  this  glori- 
ous victory  was  achieved,  who,  on  the  second  day,  had  again  stopped  the  tide 
of  defeat  and  restored  our  shattered  lines,  and  on  the  third  day  had  met  and 
repulsed  the  final  assault  on  which  Lee's  all  was  staked,  and  won  the  battle 
that  was  the  death-blow  to  the  rebellion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  July,  I  went  out  in  front  of  our  line  to  wash  at 
a  small  run  when  I  came  across  our  picket  line  ;  they  were  New  York  troops,  I 
think  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Regiment ;  about  forty  of  them  lay  dead  in 
a  regular  line,  just  as  they  had  been  posted,  caught  between  the  two  fires,  not 
a  man  seems  to  have  escaped. 

In  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  we  were  but  a  small  battalion  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  officers  and  men,  and  lost  thirty-seven  killed  and  wounded;  most  of 
these  were  lost  on  falling  back  through  the  wheat-field  on  the  eveuino-  of  the 
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second  day's  fight,  but  in  that  fight  the  dead  and  wounded  Confederate  troops 
found  lying  behind  the  rocks  when  we  charged  and  captured  the  wooded  crest, 
proved  to  us  that  we  inflicted  a  much  greater  loss  upon  them  than  they  upon  us. 


ADDRESS  OF  LIEUTENANT  EDMUND  RANDALL 

COMRADES  : — Twenty-seven  years  ago  this  month  we  "  broke  camp  "  for 
the  first  time.  As  we  filed  out  of  those  beautiful  woods  to  the  Lancas- 
ter pike,  just  beyond  Hestonville  on  the  outskirts  of  Philadelphia,  with 
light  hearts  and  elastic  steps  we  started  on  that  eventful  three  years' 
march,  our  destiny  and  destination  then  unknown.  Kind  Providence  hid  from 
our  sight  the  bloody  tracks  we  were  to  make  over  many  fields  in  Virginia,  Mary- 
land and  Pennsylvania.  Our  death  roll  was  started  ere  we  left  the  precinctsof 
our  deserted  camp  and  oh,  how  quickly  it  was  filled ;  that  holocaust  at  Fredericks- 
burg on  December  13,  1862,  added  to  it  the  names  of  forty-four  gallant  com- 
rades, the  first  to  receive  their  furloughs  on  the  battle-lield,  which  truly  took 
them  home. 

Some  of  us  fell  out  of  the  ranks  early  on  this  march.  Some,  driven  by  dis- 
tress, sought  the  shelter  of  the  hospital,  from  which  they  emerged  broken  down, 
a  few  of  them  still  stalking  among  us  like  living  wrecks  ;  some  weak  and  ex- 
hausted returned  to  their  homes,  others  among  you  with  stout  hearts  tramped 
the  unmeasured  miles  of  that  great  march  which  lead  you  through  Charlestown, 
through  the  dismal  and  bloody  fields  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancel lorsville 
where  your  hearts  sickened  by  defeat  and  misfortune  almost  to  despair,  to  the 
glorious  field  on  which  we  now  stand.  Oh,  what  memories  cluster  around  this 
hallowed  spot!  Here,  in  July,  1863,  you  planted  your  standard  and  like  Mac- 
Gregorofold,  your  "foot  was  on  your  native  heath,"  and  you  could  not  be 
conquered  ;  from  here  still  onward  you  marched  ;  never  again  defeated,  though 
sometimes  repulsed,  receiving  heavy  blows  and  many  bloody  wounds,  until 
April,  1865,  brought  you  out  of  the  dismal  woods  and  you  atlength  beheld  the 
glorious  sunrise  at  Appomattox  shed  her  golden  rays  upon  your  tattered 
standard  crowned  with  victory.  Oh,  what  a  victory,  the  like  of  which  the 
world  had  never  witnessed,  a  victory  shared  even  by  our  enemies,  for  with  them 
have  you  shared  its  fruits,  -a.  country,  saved  and  united.  How  different  would 
it  have  been  had  we  failed  at  Gettysburg.  Georjjia,  New  York,  South  Carolina, 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  would  have  been,  if  not  hostile,  at  least  foreign 
States  and  strangers  to  each  other.  This  would  have  been  a  continent  of  in- 
harmonious States,  and  not  an  American  citizen  upon  it.  We  took  no  prisoners, 
inflicted  no  punishments,  but  having  triumphed,  invited  our  foes  to  sit  with 
us  and  enjoy  the  banquet  our  valor  had  prepared.  Where  in  history  can  such 
magnanimity  be  paralleled  ? 

Comrades,  we  would  not  now  change  this  condition  of  affairs  if  it  were  pos- 
sible, yet,  standing  here  upon  this  historic  spot,  to  dedicate  this  monument  to 
the  memory  of  our  comrades  who  paid  the  forfeit  of  their  lives  that  our  country 
might  not  perish,  let  us  not  forget  that  there  is  unhappily  in  some  parts  of  this 
land  a  feeling  npe  that  would  belittle  your  victory  here  by  undue  praise  of 
your  foes,  whom,  in  the  charity  of  our  hearts,  we  have  forgiven.  Yet  look  you 
around  here  at  these  stones  and  tree  stumps,  behind  which,  on  July  2,  1863, 
lurked  armed  enemies  who  shot  the  life  of  many  of  our  c:)mrades  away,  coiu- 
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rades  to  whom  this  day  we  dedicate  this  granite  monument.  Forgive  them  we 
do  and  time's  merciful  hand  may  even  blot  their  crime  from  memory.  Yet 
piai.se  them  never,  while  this  monument  tells  of  martyred  men  and  the  glori- 
ous cause  for  which  they  died. 

Comrades,  there  were  manj'  others  who  started  with  us  on  that  march  from 
Jones'  woods  who  neither  left  the  ranks  nor  yet  returned  with  you  to  Phila- 
delphia in  June,  1865,  when  you  furled  your  colors  and  returned  them,  unsul- 
lied, to  the  State  which  gave  them  in  your  keeping  three  years  before.  Where 
are  these  comrades?  the  good,  the  brave,  the  best  of  us  all  ,  they  fought  the 
good  fight  through,  stripped  oif  their  armor  and  stepped  behind  the  veil  that 
hides  us  from  our  God.  Yea,  on  every  field  from  Fredericksburg  to  Appomat- 
tox, our  comrades  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Eegiment  can  be  found 
sleeping  beneath  the  sod. 

Here  we  are  to-daj',  comrades,  twenty -seven  years  older  than  when  we  started 
on  our  three  years'  march,  the  designs  of  Providence  now  unfolded  and  we  alone 
of  that  strong  column  are  left  surviving,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  our  lot 
has  been  the  happiest.  Our  comrades  went  down  in  honor,  how  grand  was 
the  fate  ot  those  who  gave  up  their  lives  for  their  country.  Generations  yet 
unborn  shall  sing  their  praises.  So  long  as  this  country  shall  exist,  so  long  shall 
the  memory  of  our  dead  comrades  be  honored  and  glorified.  Without  the 
Wood  of  our  forefathers  in  1776,  this  free  country  would  never  have  sprung 
from  the  womb  of  time.  Without  the  blood  of  our  comrades,  its  life  would  have 
been  trampled  out  by  the  rebellion  of  1861. 

How  happy  should  we  feel  that  we  have  been  spared  to  assemble  here  to-day 
to  dedicate  this  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  fallen  brave;  it  is  the  last  and 
only  act  we  can  do  for  them. 

Comrades,  our  work  is  done;  yet  a  little  while  longer  we  must  linger  herein 
camp,  watching  and  waiting,  day  by  day,  as  one  or  the  otherof  us  weary  of  this 
life's  long  march,  unsling  our  knapsacks  and  fall  ont  to  rest  with  our  comrades 
sleeping  here.  It  will  be  but  for  a  day  in  time's  calendar  when  the  adjutant 
of  the  Lord  shall  sound  the  last  call  which  will  assemble  us  all  together  again 
to  hear  the  Lord  of  Hosts  call  the  roll  of  the  just.  Oh,  comrades,  may  we  be 
all  upon  the  right  hand  and  hear  the  voice  of  our  great  Captain,  Christ,  pro- 
claim "  all  present  and  accounted  for." 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

118™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  12,  1889 

ADDRESS  OF  JAMES  P.  HOLT,  ESQ 

C 'COMRADES  : — With  the  possible  exception  of  ever-famous  Waterloo,  no 
battle  of  modern  times  has  received  the  attention,  been  the  subject  of 
;     so  much  discussion  and  criticism  (good  natured  and  otherwise)  as  the 
one  fought  right  hereon  the  steep  wooded  hillsides  and  broad  fruitful 
meadows  of  peaceful  Pennsylvania  twenty-six  years  ago,  and  Gettysburg  has  for 
a  (juarter  of  a  century  been  the  inspiring  theme  of  song  and  story,  has  again 
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and  again  been  told  by  graphic  pens  and  eloquent  tongues,  and  the  brush  of  the 
gifted  artist  has  painted  in  vivid  colors  its  scenes  and  incidents  until  the  Serai- 
nary  and  the  Cemetery,  Gulp's  Hill  and  the  Round  Tops,  the  Peach  Orchard, 
Devil's  Den  and  Wheat-field  seem  as  familiar  as  places  of  interest  around  our 
immediate  homes.  There  were  eighty-four  organizations  of  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers— infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery — engaged  in  the  battle,  and  as  the  result 
of  patriotic  legislation  the  survivors  of  the  several  commands  are  assembled  at 
this  time  to  mark  with  enduring  memorial  the  exact  ground  upon  which  they 
fought,  and  all  over  the  miles  covered  by  the  operations  of  the  army  will  to-day 
be  nariated  not  only  the  grand  manoeuvres,  mighty  deeds  and  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  brigades,  divisions  and  army  corps,  but  the  more  single  stories  of  the 
regimental  conflicts  in  which  were  displayed  the  valor,  heroism  and  devotion 
even  unto  ghastly  wounds  and  mutilation  and  horrible  death  that  were  neces- 
sary (and  willingly  accepted)  to  secure  victory  for  the  army  and  the  colors, 
and  that  go  to  make  a  result  that  lor  all  time  will  remain  a  brilliant  page  in 
our  country's  history. 

Now  the  newspaper  correspondent  of  the  daj'  and  the  later  magazine  con- 
tributor, not  to  mention  the  major-generals  and  brigadiers  on  both  sides,  have 
made  a  review  of  the  field  unnecessary — indeed  might  be  resented,  for  of  a 
truth  any  one  who  reads  (who  in  Pennsylvania,  the  home  of  the  public  school, 
does  not?)  is  better  informed  to-day  as  to  the  operations  on  different  parts  of 
the  field  transpiring  at  the  same  time  than  was  at  the  time  the  participant  in 
the  battle — better  than  any  regimental,  brigade  or  division  commander. 

Said  the  great  Wellington,  referring  to  his  crowning  victory,  Waterloo, 
"More  and  better  information  of  the  battle  may  be  learned  from  the  English, 
French,  Prussian  and  Belgian  accounts  than  I  can  give." 

The  right  to  place  the  regimental  monument  on  this  ground  was  at  one  time 
officially  disputed,  but  the  results  shows  that  even  the  well-informed  may  at 
times  be  mistaken.  Said  an  authority  in  matters  pertaining  to  this  field  to  our 
comrade,  John  L.  Smith,  vv'hen  that  whilom  regimental  forager  and  ex-presi- 
dent of  our  association  visited  the  field  a  short  time  ago  and  stoutly  af&rmed 
the  rights  of  the  regiment,  "  But  how  did  you  get  here? "  "Never  mind  how 
we  got  here, "  said  John,  "here's  where  we  were,"  and  that  he  was  correct 
there  (indicati  jg  monument)  is  lasting  evidence. 

How  the  regiment  came  to  be  here,  and  what  it  did  here  and  in  this  imme- 
diate aeighborhood  is  our  theme. 

Briefly  the  situation  at  noon,  Thursday,  July  2.  The  Union  line  had  Slo- 
cum's  Twelfth  Corps  on  the  right  at  Gulp's  Hill ;  next  Howard's  Eleventh, 
then  First  under  Doubleday;  on  its  left  Hancock's  Second  and  Sickles'  Third 
completed  the  Union  front.  The  Sixth  Corps,  the  largest  in  the  army,  was  still 
absent,  but  under  glorious  Uncle  John  Sedgwick  was  making  herculean  efforts 
to  reach  the  field.  The  Fifth  Corps  was  in  reserve  near  the  extreme  right  at 
Gulp's  Hill.  At  the  foot  ot  the  hill  runs  a  stream,  and  many  of  the  boys,  too 
familiar  with  war  and  its  alarms  to  be  deterred,  indulged  in  the  luxury  of  a 
swim  in  the  now  historic  Rock  creek.  In  a  few  hours  its  crystal  waters  were 
mixed  with  purple  wine  spilled  from  the  veins  of  Virginia's  best  young  man- 
hood in  Ewell'a  defeated  attempt  to  seize  the  Baltimore  pike. 

Nothing  of  moment  occurred  until  shortly  after  4  o'clock  vphen  a  tremendous 
attack  by  artillery  was  made  on  Sickles'  center  at  the  peach  orchard.  While 
attention  was  drawn  to  that  point  Hood's  Division  of  rebel  infantry  struck  the 
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left  of  Ward's  Union  brigade  back  near  the  foot  of  Round  Top.  The  battalions 
of  the  Third  Corps  remember  that  diamonds  were  trumps  at  Chancellorsville 
and  fought  as  men  educated  by  Phil.  Kearny  must.  But  they  were  outflanked 
and  outnumbered  and  forced  hack  and  the  battle  speedily  swept  towards  the 
Union  right. 

At  this  moment  Longstreet  threw  heavy  columns  against  the  peach  orchard. 
Sickles  called  for  help  and  General  Meade  ordered  the  Fifth  Corps  to  the  succor 
of  his  endangered  left.  Sykes  was  chafing  to  be  turned  loose  and  he  hurried 
his  division  to  the  conflict.  None  too  soon.  Already  the  exultant  Texans 
were  swarming  between  Ward's  Brigade  and  the  Round  Tops.  Rebel  batteries 
on  that  hill  would  enfilade  our  whole  left  and  center.  A  young  oflicer  of  en- 
gineers, of  whom  the  country  was  to  hear  much  in  the  after  war  days,  General 
G.  K.  Warren  by  name,  saw  the  danger  and  dashing  down  from  the  signal  men 
on  the  hill  turned  the  leading  brigade,  Vincent's  Third  of  our  division,  out 
of  the  column  and  led  them  to  the  menaced  height.  The  Second  Brigade, 
Sweitzer's,  followed  by  ours,  Tilton's  First,  continued  the  march.  Again 
Warren  rushed  down  from  the  hill  and  this  time  the  balance  of  the  corps,  the 
entire  Second  and  Third  Divisions  were  turned  sharp  to  the  left  while  the  two 
brigades  of  Barnes'  hasten  to  the  fight  near  the  peach  orchard. 

Ward  had  been  compelled  to  strip  his  right  to  help  his  hard  pressed  left  and 
thus  had  obliged  DeTrobriand's  Brigade,  though  fiercely  attacked  in  front,  to 
move  to  the  left  to  prevent  being  turned  on  that  flank.  This  left  a  dangerous 
break  in  the  line  between  DeTrobriand's  right  and  the  batteries  of  Clark, 
Phillips  and  Bigelow.  The  interval  was  swept  by  the  rebel  guns  on  the  ridge. 
Into  this  gap  the  two  brigades  of  Barnes'  were  thrown,  the  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  being  the  regiment  on  the  extreme  right.  It  was  the  ground  upon 
which  you  now  are.  That  is  how  the  regiment  got  here.  While  the  balance 
of  the  Fifth  Corps  was  gallantly  struggling  back  there  on  the  brow  and  at  the 
ba.se  of  the  hill  our  two  little  brigades  were  sandwiched  here  between  Birney's 
Brigades  of  the  Third  Corps  and  will  to-day  testify  to  the  valor  of  their  bat- 
talions. 

Ayres'  Division  of  regulars  was  posted  on  the  high  ridge  near  the  Round 
Tops  and  one  thus  describes  the  situation :  "The  whole  scene  was  before  us. 
the  turmoil  and  commotion  in  the  woods  below — Barnes  going  in  and  the 
shattered  regiments  of  the  Third  Corps  coming  out.  Some  batteries  were  in 
retreat  and  others  were  taking  new  positions.'' 

While  few  in  numbers  the  regiment  was  in  fine  fighting  trim.  Though  de- 
prived of  the  presence  of  its  loved  leader,  the  heroic  Colonel  Charles  M.  Pre- 
vost,  still  invalided  by  his  Shepherdstown  wound,  it  had  in  command  stalwart, 
stout-hearted  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Gwyu  assisted  by  his  lieutenant  brave, 
swarthy-featured  Major  Charles  P.  Herring,  whose  death  we  so  recently 
mourned. 

The  fight  grew  fiercer  and  soon  our  own  left  was  hotly  engaged  with  Ker- 
shaw's South  Carolinians.  At  the  same  moment  the  artillery  on  the  right  was 
evidently  preparing  to  withdraw,  and  our  brigade  commander.  Colonel  William 
S.  Tilton,  quickly  discerned  that  owing  to  some  disaster  on  the  right  his  flank 
is  about  to  be  turned  and  promptly  his  orders  are  carried  to.  the  regiments. 
An  aide  strode  up  to  Colonel  Gwyn.  '  The  ranks  divine  his  mission  and  yell  "  no 
retreat !  No  retreat !  We're  on  our  own  soil. "  The  colonel,  as  proud  of  the 
boys  as  they  of  him,  said,  "you  see,  sir;  my  men  want  to  fight  here."     Orders 
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are  imperative.  The  colonel  commands  and  the  major's  stentorian  tones  re- 
peats:  "Change  front  to  the  rear."  The  movement  was  executed  almost  as 
if  on  parade  and  when  finished  brought  the  regimental  right  just  in  rear  of 
the  second  position  of  Bigelovv's  Ninth  Mass.achusetts  Battery.  The  movement 
carried  us  across  a  corner  of  a  wheat-field — the  wheat-field  it  is  now  in  Gettys- 
burg parlance. 

Of  course  we  know  now  the  disaster  that  had  bel'alleu  the  Union  line — its 
results  were  almost  indescribable.     Permit  a  metaiihor.  a  flood  ! 

On  the  last  day  of  last  May  there  occurred  in  this  state  a  tragedy  that  sent 
a  thrill  of  horror  not  only  through  the  state  and  Nation,  but  all  Christendom. 

Many  years  ago  a  dam  had  been  thrown  across  a  mountain  stream.  After- 
wards the  embankment  had  been  built  higher  and  higher  until  it  held  in  check 
a  mass  of  water  three  miles  long  and  nearly  one  mile  wide.  Then  came  a  time 
when  for  days  the  clouds  poured  down  their  contents  and  every  creek,  run  and 
rill  draining  the  surrounding  hills  added  to  the  weight  pressing  against  the 
obstruction.  All  are  familiar  with  the  story.  The  dam  burst,  and  the  waters 
as  if  exultant  at  release  and  vengeful  at  the  power  that  had  so  long  held  them 
back,  plunged  down'  to  desolate  and  ruin  the  Conemaugh  Valley.  Trees,  rocks, 
barns,  horses,  cattle,  houses,  villages  and  finally  a  thriving  city  with  its  vast 
interests  of  manufacture  and  trade  ;  its  dwellings  of  well-earned  wealth  and 
humble  homes  of  honest  toil  were  mingled  in  one  common  destruction.  And 
when  the  triumphant  flood  had  hurled  its  accumulated  wreckage  against  an 
iron  pier,  and  by  doing  so  had  formed  an  impassable  barrier  against  itself,  it 
turned  backward,  as  if  maddened  by  defeat,  in  great  whirlpools,  and  massive 
structures  that  had  been  strong  enougli  to  withstand  its  impetuous  onward 
rush  were  in  a  moment  twisted  from  their  foundations  and  flung  to  the  gen- 
eral ruin. 

Hammered  at  by  a  dozen  thundering  batteries  that  enfiladed  both  sides  of 
Sickles'  angle,  and  then  dashed  against  by  masses  of  Longstreet's  gallant  in- 
fantry, as  daring  as  ever  followed  battle  flag,  the  Union  position  at  the  orchard 
was  forced.  The  dam  burst,  and  rebellion's  exultant  hordes  by  battalions  and 
brigades  poured  through  the  break.  Graham's  men,  while  bravely  resisting, 
were  nearly  trodden  under  foot.  Humphreys'  was  flung  to  right  and  rear. 
McGilvery  ordered  the  batteries  to  the  rear  and  Bigelow  took  position  about  the 
Trostle  buildings. 

Now  as  to  the  regiment;  Kershaw's  Carolinians  are  still  raging  on  the  left 
and  here  comes  Barksdale's  Brigade  of  Mississippians  on  the  right.  Already 
they  flaunt  their  battle  flags  as  if  in  assured  victory  in  the  lane  and  about  the 
Trostle  house.  They  press  on.  The  battery  tears  them  with  canister — it  is 
exhausted — "shell  without  fuse"  shouts  the  captain,  as  the  Southern  dare- 
devils throng  about  the  muzzles  of  his  pieces.  The  rebel  division  commander, 
McLaws,  testified  as  to  the  admirable  service  of  the  battery.  He  reports  that 
one  shell  \\Wed  and  wounded  thirty  out  of  a  company  of  thirty-seven. 

The  right  of  the  regiment  held  the  low  stone  wall  just  back  of  the  pieces. 
Its  officers  and  men  sprang  to  the  help  of  the  battery.  Captain  Bigelow  has 
since  handsomely  recognized  the  service.  An  eye  witness,  not  of  the  regiment, 
tells  how  the  "  enemy  came  on  running  with  the  fixed  bayonet  charge  so  few 
troops  can  stand.  As  yet  Barnes'  blue  line  stood  firm.  It  was  not  an  attack 
in  line,  it  was  not  a  charge,  it  was  a  melee,  a  carnival  of  death.  Men  hewed 
each  others'  faces,  they  grappled  in  close  embrace,  murder  to  both  ;  and  all 
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through  the  mass  rained  shot  aufl  shell  from  one  hundred  guns  along  the 
ridge. ' ' 

In  that  position  the  regiment  suifered  its  heaviest  losses.  Captain  liichard 
W.  Davids  was  killed  and  Lieutenants  Inman  and  Wilson  severely  wounded. 
The  ranks  were  represented,  and  while  each  man  did  his  best,  we  can  join 
heartily  with  Captain  Bigelow  in  according  honor  to  Sergeant  Gus.  Luker  and 
Corporal  Eodermal  of  Company  E ;  Company  C's  one  and  only,  Jas.  J.  Don- 
nelly, and  Sergeant  James  Turner  of  F,  who  so  notably  aided  in  cooling  the 
ardor  of  Barksdale's  chargers.  Privates  Caldwell  and  Soby,  and  the  boys  wlio 
lost  their  names  here  and  are  simply  designated  the  "  unknown,  "  have  been 
sleeping  for  twenty-six  years  in  yonder  cemetery  and  about  a  score  of  wounded 
was  the  regiment's  assessment  of  the  price  of  final  victory. 

It  was  a  hopeless  tight,  with  both  flanks  turned.  Says  our  regimental  his- 
torian: "  The  spot  was  no  longer  tenable,  another  withdrawal  was  necessitated. 
It  was  only  for  a  few  yards,  just  enough  to  throw  the  enemy  from  the  flanks  to 
the  front.  Remember  that  our  two  brigades,  with  the  exception  of  the  troops 
at  the  orchard,  were  the  farthest  in  advance,  and  the  new  position  was  never 
yielded."  The  situation  at  this  time  is  well  defined  by  our  historian  when 
the  battle  raged  on  the  right  and  left,  and  at  times  in  the  rear  ;  he  says: 
"  The  whole  field  was  in  a  twirl. "  The  frequent  changes  of  front  and  di- 
rection had  resulted  in  a  general  intermingling  not  only  of  friendly  commands 
but  of  the  rival  lines.  Regiments  were  in  some  instances  separated  from  their 
brigades  and  brigades  from  their  divisions.  Staff  officers  were  dashing  about, 
doubtless  with  the  laudable  view  of  bringing  order  out  of  chaos  and  succeeding 
admirably  in  making  confusion  worse  confounded.  The  battle  raged  along  a 
line  having  a  front  of  about  one  mile  and  a  (juarter.  The  fighting  in  this  con- 
tracted space  has  been  denominated  the  whirlpool  (jf  the  battle. 

It  was  said  of  the  fabled  Maelstrom  off  Norway's  coast,  that  it  had  the  power 
when  roused  by  the  storm  and  lashed  by  the  whips  of  the  tempest,  to  draw 
boats  and  barks  and  even  great  ships  into  its  destroying  vortex.  Here  was  a 
maelstrom  whose  billows  were  of  flame,  its  spray  sulphurous  smoke  and  its  foam 
blood.  Troops  from  three  army  corps,  ten  or  twelve  entire  brigades,  were  drawn 
into  the  struggle,  and  nowhere  in  all  the  war,  except  at  the  Bloody  Angle,  nearly 
a  year  after  at  Spotsylvania,  did  the  grim  reaper  death  gather  such  a  bountiful 
harvest.  Caldwell's  splendid  division — four  brigades — the  largest  in  the  Second 
Corps  was  flung  into  the  cauldron.  Our  Second  Brigade  joined  him  and  then 
the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  were  added.  So,  for  a, short 
period  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  and  its  loved  elder  brother  in  the  ser- 
vice, the  First  Michigan,  alone  held  this  portion  of  the  front. 

After  Caldwell's  and  Sweitzer's  attack,  the  steady  marching  regular  division 
was  thrown  in.  Hearken  to  the  report  of  a  regular  officer:  ''  "We  dashed  down 
the  hillside  and  advanced  along  the  ridge  among  the  rocks,  disappeared  for  a 
few  minutes  in  the  flame  and  smoke  and  then,  like  a  shattered  wreck  on  a  foam- 
ing sea  drifted  to  the  rear."  Again,  an  officer  of  the  Seventeenth  Regulars  : 
•■We  wentdown  the  hill  on  a  run,  it  was  like  descending  into  hell.  The  enemy 
were  yelling  like  devils.  Our  men  were  falling  back.  It  was  terrible  confusion; 
smoke,  dust,  rattle  of  musketry,  the  roaring  of  cannon  and  the  bursting  of 
shells."  The  splendid  regular  division  charged  two  thousand  strong,  it  only 
numbered  eleven  hundred  when  it  fought  its  way  back  to  the  hill. 

Itremained,  very  appropriately,  that  Pennsylvania's  sons  should  finallj' settle 
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the  dispute  and  crown  with  victory  the  tremeudous  battle  of  the  left  wing;  and 
when  Crawford,  hat  in  hand,  followed  by  ■'  Biick  "  McCandless  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves  charged,  the  weary  rebels  gave  way  and  the  Union  flags  were 
tossed  in  the  eostacy  of  triumph  from  the  Round  Tops  to  the  center. 

General  Longstreet  declares  of  the  engagement  of  the  afternoon  on  the  2d, 
that  it  was  the  "  best  three  hours  fighting  ever  done  onany  battle-field."  And 
again:  "  To  press  my  men  to  further  effort  would  have  been  madness.  I  with- 
drew them  to  the  peach  orchard. ' '  Says  Pollard,  the  Southern  historian :  ' '  The 
results  of  the  day  on  the  right  (our  left)  were  unfortunate  enough,  our  troops 
had  been  repulsed  at  all  points.''  We  salute  our  late  enemies  and  accept  their 
decision. 

Doubtless  Gettysburg  was  the  decisive  battle  of  the  war.  It  led  to  Appo- 
mattox as  did  Saratoga  in  the  revolirtionai-y  struggle  to  Yorktown,  but  neither 
was  final.  Twenty -two  months  lunger  the  war  dragged  its  slow  blood  \'  length 
along.  "  From  Antietam  to  Appomattox  "  is  the  regimental  legend,  and  Ihi.? 
field  made  its  fifth  battle.  It  inscribed  on  its  colors  the  names  of  more  tliau 
thirty  others  before  it  stood,  as  it  did,  among  the  selected  battalions  to  receive 
the  arms  and  colors  of  Lee's  conquered  army . 

Ou  this  proud  day,  when  the  great  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  empha- 
sizes her  approval  of  the  deedsof  her  children,  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth 
will  desire  to  share  its  rations  with  the  brave  comrades  and  staunch  friends  of 
the  old  war  days. 

Our  first  thought,  of  course,  is  to  the  great  mercantile  association  whose  name 
it  was,  and  is,  and  always  will  be,  our  pride  to  bear,  the  old  Corn  Exchange  of 
Philadelphia.  We  must  speak  of  it  now  by  its  married  name,  the  "  Commer- 
cial Exchange,"  and  hope  that  in  its  enlarged  field  it  will  in  its  leisure  hours 
recall  the  time  when  "  in  the  trembling  nation's  time  of  peril  "  it  assembled 
and  discussed  not  how  to  get  gain  and  increase  wealth  but  what  could  it  do  for 
the  stricken  Nation.  And  how  its  thought  crystallized  into  action,  and  at  its 
call  a  thousand  armed  men  sprang  to  the  front  to  aid  in  defense  of  the  Nation's 
capitol  threatened  by  Lee's  and  Stonewall  Jackson's  victorious  columns,  and 
we  have  to  say,  senators  and  gentlemen,  that  when  nearly  three  years  after  the 
survivors  returned  and  were  so  handsomely  entertained  as  your  guests,  their 
most  joyous  emotions  next  to  the  proud  satisfaction  of  having  aided  in  success- 
fully asserting  the  supremacy  of  the  National  Government,  was,  that  while  the 
shield  on  which  was  emblazoned  the  name  of  your  association  was  bruised  and 
dented  by  the  thrusts  and  blows  of  our  enemies,  and  crimsoned  with  the  blood 
of  its  defenders  (as  witness  the  slain  and  wounded),  it  returned  to  you  unstained 
by  ignoble  act.  While  it  was  credited  with  many  colors  captured  from  the 
enemy  it  never  lost  one,  the  debit  column  was  a  glistening  white  without  spot 
or  blemish.  Then  the  comrade  regiments  of  the  old  brigade — the  First  Michi- 
gan and  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-second  Massachusetts,  which  ever  vied  with 
the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  in  the  glorious  struggle  to  excel  in  achieve- 
laent. 

We  were  with  them  in  camp  and  storm-swept  bivouac.  We  were  their  com. 
rades  in  long  and  weary  marches,  by  day  aud  by  night,  'neath  broiling  suns  on 
dusty  roads ;  and  in  rain  -nd  mud,  and  snow  and  ice.  We  were  beside  them  in 
battle  aud  saw  their  courage  put  to  proof  And  after  the  conflict,  Avheu  the 
fever  of  battle  no  longer  sent  the  blood  leaping  through  the  veins,  we  were 
with  them  when  the  mercifully  cruel  knife  cut  into  the  quivering  flesh,  and 
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the  sharp  teeth  of  the  saw  bit  through  and  severed  the  grating  bones  and  never 
a  sigh  or  murmur  of  regret  passed  the  white,  j)ain-tightened  lips.  And  we  saw 
theni  die.     Die  ! 

"  The  brave  die  never ; 

In  death  they  but  exchange  their  country^s  arms  for  more — 

Their  country's  heart." 

Brave  New  England  boys,  well  worthy  to  join  in  column  with  the  patriots  of 
Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill !  Gallant  sons  of  the  Wolverine  State,  scions  of 
the  heroes  who  drove  the  red-coated  invader  and  his  savage  allies  across  the 
border  and  conquered  the  great  northwest,  we  send  them  fraternal  greetings. 
On  nigh  two,score  of  red  fields  we  saw  them 

*'  Form  their  line  of  battle. 
Not  a  man  was  out  of  place. 
Then  with  leveled  steel  they  flung  them 
Straight  in  the  rebel's  face. 

"Then  cheer  after  cheer  we'll  send  them 
As  only  old  comrades  can ; 
Cheers  for  grand  old  Massachusetts 
Cheers,  cheers  for  brave  young  Michigan." 


ADDRESS  OF  BREVET-MAJOR-GENERAL  JAMES  GWYN 

(COMRADES  and  fellow-eitzens  ; — During  the  spring  on  a  visit  to  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  I  was  cautiously  ^vaited  upon  by  some  fifty  surviving 
J  comrades  of  my  old  regiment  and  invited  to  he  present  with  them  on 
this  occasion,  and  to  unite  here  in  a  duty  most  pleasant,  and  at  the 
same  time  melancholy.  Pleasant,  that  to-day  we  revive  the  memories  and 
valorous  deeds  of  comrades  who  have  laid  down  their  lives  that  our  Nation 
should  live.  Melancholy,  that  we  are  here  brought  face  to  face  with  the  old 
harvester  of  death,  time,  and  find  so  few  who  participated  with  us  in  what  was 
real  war  upim  these  ensanguined  plains,  now  living  to  look  out  upon  and  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  our  joyous  victory,  and  join  with  us  in  rearing  our  monument  to 
the  valor  and  heroism  of  those  who  turned  back  the  tide  of  rebellion  and 
treason  and  redeemed  the  Nation  Irom  its  peril. 

To  me  the  occasion  is  made  of  the  deepest  personal  interest,  I  having,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  three  days'  fight  at  Gettysburg,  command  of  the  One  hundred 
and  eighteenth  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  known  as  the  Corn  Ex- 
change Regiment,  which  yet  bore  the  name  of  regiment,  though  ita  ranks  had 
been  so  depleted  by  the  battles  of  Shepherdstowu,  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville.  Not  more  than  five  hundred  men  had  been  left  after  that  fatal 
day  at  Shepherdstowu  (our  first  battle)  out  of  our  full  new  regiment  of  over 
nine  hundred  men,  and  to-day  were  all'  the  halt,  lame  and  blind  to  muster  we 
could  not  number  more  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  old  Corn  Exchange 
Regiment,  yet  so  long  as  there  remains  a  corporal's  guard  I  trust  the  survivors 
will  meet  monthly  round  the  camp-fire  and  annually,  on  the  20th  of  September, 
have  their  grand  reuniou  and  revive  the  sacred  bonds  of  loyalty  and  fraternal 
love,  and  as  the  survivors  of  those  who  fell  let  us  keep  constantly  burning  the 
fires  of  patriotism,  and  as  we  hang  our  garlands  of  love  upon  the  altars  of  our 
comrades  each  year,  let  us  labor  to  display  to  those  who  come  after  us  the  glory 
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and  power  of  an  united  country,  as  compared  with  the  triumphs  of  rebellion, 
and  a  dismembered  Uniou.  Let  us  point  with  deepest  pride  to  the  advance- 
ment of  our  Nation  in  all  the  material  interests  since  the  sword  of  treason  was 
broken,  and  the  boasted  banner  of  chivalry  went  down  before  the  hosts  of 
freedom  and  liberty  on  these  bloody  plains. 

As  we  from  old  age  and  infirmities  of  war  prepare  to  answer  the  last  "roll 
call"  and  to  be  forever  ''mustered  out,"  let  us  point  to  the  increased  wealth 
and  population  of  our  country,  and  especially  let  us  look  at  the  South  and  be- 
hold her  power  aud  glory  of  to-day  as  compared  with  what  we  may  surmise 
would  have  been  her  destiny  had  secession  become  a  fact  rather  than,  as  it  is 
to-day,  a  fiction.  To  all  these  last  benefits  can  we  justly  point  with  pride  and 
say  with  our  blood,  our  toil,  our  valor,  was  this  work  finished,  and  as  we  go 
down  to  our  last  sleep  let  our  hearts  be  united  as  were  those  of  David  and 
Jonathan.  As  brothers  of  a  common  ancestry  let  us  admonish  those  in  whose 
keeping  our  Nation  is  placed  to  look  well  to  the  preservation  .of  National 
unity,  and  avoid  all  selfish  ambition  which  endangers  the  state  or  would  dis- 
turb the  great  work  of  civilization  and  advancement  our  country  has  enjoyed 
since  the  war.  With  the  prayer  that  we  may  be  always  a  happy,  united  and 
loyal  people,  North  and  South,  and  with  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  you,  comrades, 
your  old  colonel  says  good-bye. 


ADDRESS  OF  WILLIAM  M.  READ,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ONE  HUN- 
DRED AND  EIGHTEENTH  (CORN  EXCHANGE)  REGIMENTAL  AS- 
SOCIATION 

COMRADES  and  friends  : — There  have  been  so  many  able,  eloquent  and 
patriotic  addresses  delivered  from  time  to  time  upon  this  memorable 
field,  that  I  have  beeu  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  prepare  for 
this  occasion. 
The  dedicating  or  setting  apart  of  anything  from  a  common  to  a  special  use, 
always  conveys  to  my  mind  the  idea  of  sacredness  ;  hence,  I  have  resorted  to 
the  book  of  sacred  writ  for  reference. 

When  your  children  shall  ask  their  fathers  in  time  to  come,  saying-,  what  mean  these 
stones?  Then  ye  shall  let  your  children  know,  that  al  thepeoijloof  the  earth  mig-ht 
know  the  hand  ol  the  Lord  is  mighty. 

These  words,  upon  which  I  shall  base  my  few  remarks,  may  be  found  in  the 
fourth  chapter  of  the  book  of  Joshua,  part  of  the  twenty-first,  second  and  fourth 
verses.  To-day,  has  been  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  the  monu- 
ments built  by  an  appropriation  of  the  Legislature,  that  Pennsylvania,  as  a 
State,  shall  be  represented  upon  this  great  field  of  monuments. 

It  may  not  then  be  inappropriate,  to  inquire,  what  are  monumentsand  their 
uses  :  Webster  tells  us  that  a  monument  is  anything  intended  to  remind  ; 
something  which  remains  or  stands  to  keep  in  remembrance  what  is  past  ; 
something  to  preserve  the  memory  of  a  person,  event  or  action  ;  as,  for  instance, 
the  Washington  monument,  the  Bunker  Hill  monument  or  the  Memorial  Hall 
in  Philadelphia.  When  or  by  whom  the  first  monument  was  erected,  is  per- 
haps unknown  ;  it  may  have  been  Adam  over  the  grave  of  his  murdered  Abel; 
but  one  thing  is  certain— they  had  their  origin  in  a  very  early  period  of  man's 
existence. 
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Perhaps  the  first  of  which  we  have  any  definite  knowledge,  was  the  tower 
of  Babel,  the  erection  of  which  began  about  one  hundred  years  after  the  flood. 
This,  in  conception,  was  a  most  gigantic  undertaking  and  could  it  have  been 
completed,  would  doubtless  have  eclipsed  all  other  monuments  the  world  has 
known.  And  they  said  one  to  another,  go  to,  let  us  make  brick  and  burn  them 
thoroughly,  and  they  had  brick  for  stone,  and  slime  had  they  for  mortar  ;  and 
they  said  go  to,  let  us  build  us  a  city,  and  a  tower  whose  top  may  reach  unto 
heaven  ;  and  let  us  make  us  a  name,  and  so  great  was  their  desire  to  perpetuate 
their  memory,  that  it  is  said  that  they  engraved  every  one  his  name  upon  a 
brick. 

Then,  a  little  further  on,  we  find  Jacob  fleeing  from  the  wrath  of  his  brother 
Esau  ;  having  journeyed  some  forty  miles,  night  coming  on,  tired  and  weary  he 
takes  a  smooth  stone  for  his  pillow  and  lies  down  under  a  tree  to  sleep  ;  he  has 
wonderful  dreams  of  divine  revelation  ;  upon  awaking  he  takes  the  stone  he 
had  for  his  pillow  and  sets  it  upon  end  as  a  pillar  in  remembrance  of  his  night's 
vision  ;  here  was  a  monument  consisting  of  a  single  undressed  stone. 

Israel  had  escaped  from  Egyptian  bondage,  they  had  been  wandering  up  and 
down  the  wilderness  for  forty  years,  and  now  they  had  arrived  at  the  banks  of 
the  Jordan ;  on  the  other  side  was  Canaan,  the  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey, 
the  land  which  had  been  promised  to  their  father  Jacob  and  his  children  for  n. 
possession  in  his  wonderful  dream  at  Bethel  long  years  before.  The  river  was 
greatly  swollen  and  its  current  swift,  how  were  they  to  cross?  The  fords  were 
buried  in  deep  water,  there  were  no  bridges,  there  were  no  transports,  they  had 
no  pontoons.  The  divine  hand  came  to  their  assistance,  the  waters  were  parted 
and  Israel  passed  over  dry  shod.  As  a  memorial  of  this  event,  they  were  to 
carry  twelve  stones  from  the  bed  of  the  river  and  set  them  up  in  the  promised 
land,  and  the  command  was  given :  ' '  When  your  children  shall  ask  their  fathers 
in  time  to  come,  saying,  '  "What  mean  these  stones  ? '  then  ye  shall  let  your 
children  know,  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  might  know  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
is  mighty." 

We  go  down  into  Egypt — there  are  the  pyramids,  numbering  in  all  about 
forty;  the  greatest  of  these  is  Cheops;  its  original  base  covered  thirteen  and  one- 
half  acres  of  ground,  its  height,  four  hundred  and  eighty  feet  nine  inches  and 
contained  eighty-five  millions  cubic  feet  of  stone.  For  ten  years  100,000  men 
were  employed  in  building  a  road  over  which  the  stone  was  conveyed  from  the 
quarries,  and  360,000  men  were  employed  twenty  years  longer  in  building  this 
structure,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  erected  by  Cheops  somewhere  about 
1,600  years  before  Christ.  The  purpose  for  which  it  was  constructed  was  doubt- 
less that  oi'  a  tomb,  and  perhaps,  also,  to  gratify  the  foolish  ambition  of  a  king 
in  perpetuating  his  memory  to  the  end  of  time. 

We  pass  on  down  to  the  present  age  and  we  have  the  Eiffel  Tower  in  Paris, 
composed  principally  of  iron  and  glass;  its  like  has  never  been  seen  in  the  world 
before.  It  is  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  feet  in  height  and  the  base  of  it 
covers  nearly  four  acres.  It  cost  about  $1,100,000  and  is  a  memorial  of  the 
present  world's  exposition. 

We  might  go  on  in  this  way  for  hours;  every  nation  has  its  monuments,  the 
world  is  full  of  them,  but  these  before  us  concern  us  most  at  present.  What 
mean  these  monuments  ?  You  tell  rae  they  are  built  for  historical  purposes 
to  mark  the  positions  occupied  by  the  different  commands  in  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg.    You  tell  me  they  are  to  commemorate  one  of  the  greatest  battles  of 
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modern  times.  A  battle  in  which  more  than  150,000  men  were  engaged,  and 
of  which  number  5,499  were  killed,  26,308  wounded  and  more  than  14,000  were 
made  prisoners  of  war;  it  was  a  great  battle.  You  tell  me  thej'  are  in  com- 
memoration of  the  dead.  Comrades  who  were  slain  in  battle.  Comrades  who 
for  long  weary  months  were  confined  in  the  prisons  and  stockades  of  the  South 
like  herds  of  cattle,  lying  in  filth,  devoured  of  vermin,  clothed  in  rags,  exposed 
to  summer's  heat  and  winter's  cold,  wasted  by  disease  and  starvation,  suffer- 
ing untold  miseries  until  relieved  by  death;  and  for  what?  That  the  Union 
jnight  be  preserved.  Immortal  heroes,  noble  martyrs, M'ell  may  these  cenotaphs 
be  erected  to  thy  memory.  But  why  these  stones?  You  tell  me  they  are  to 
■commemorate  a  great  victory. 

The  first  half  of  1863  had  been  a  season  of  uninterrupted  success  to  the  Con- 
federate cause,  and  now,  flushed  with  success,  they  purposed  to  carry  the  de- 
vastation of  war  into  the  Northern  States;  and  when  could  there  have  been  a 
more  favorable  time  ? 

Our  army  was  discouraged  by  continuous  reverses.  There  was  a  strong  sen- 
timent in  tlse  North  against  the  war  and  in  favor  of  peace  on  any  terms,  and 
there  were  political  commotions  also.  The  idea  of  invasion  was  no  sooner  con- 
ceived than  it  was  put  into  action.  On  rolled  this  mighty  surging  sea,  billow 
upon  billow.  Gettysburg  is  reached.  Reynolds  is  engulphed.  On  it  surges 
through  the  town,  sweeping  everything  before  it,  until  at  last  it  struck  a  wall 
of  adamantine  rock.  Here  it  lashed  and  foamed  in  all  its  fury,  but  the  prayers 
jmd  groans  of  anguish  from  prison  and  stockade  arose  and  united  with  the 
prayers  and  tears  of  mothers,  wives  and  sisters  until  they  reached  the  ear  of 
Him  who  guided  the  Mayflower  across  the  sea  with  its  precious  germs  of  a  new 
Nation,  and  who  had  something  better  in  store  for  us  than  dissolution.  Above 
the  thunder  of  artillery  and  the  rattle  of  musketry,  his  voice  was  heard  say- 
ing "  halt,  thus  far  shalt  thou  come  and  no  farther,  and  here  shall  thy  proud 
waves  be  stayed." 

On  the  3d  of  July  it  began  to  secede,  rolling  backward  and  backward,  losing 
strength  and  energy  as  it  rolled,  until,  at  Appomatox,  in  1865,  it  rippled  at  our 
feet  like  a  harmless  lake.  Yes,  it  was  a  great  victory,  but  it  might  not  have 
teen  but  for  Divine  assistance ;  we  can  not,  we  must  not,  we  dare  not,  rob  God 
of  the  honor  and  glory  which  alone  belongeth  to  him.  We  were  but  the  instru- 
ments in  his  hands  of  obtaining  this  great  victory.  Then,  when  your  children 
shall  ask  their  fathers  in  time  to  come,  saying:  "What  mean  these  stones?" 
Then  ye  shall  let  your  children  know,  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  might 
know  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  mighty. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Gettysburg  Battle-field  Memorial  Association,  to  you  is 
committed  the  care  and  keeping  of  these  monuments;  yours  is  a  sacred  trust. 
The  great  Cheops  down  in  Egypt,  that  cost  so  many  years  of  labor,  has  not  es- 
caped the  hand  of  vandals.  Layer  after  layer  of  stone  has  been  torn  away. 
Gentlemen,  see  to  it  that  no  vandal  hand  is  laid  upon  these  monuments,  and, 
when  your  work  is  flnished,  may  you  have  the  plaudit  of"  well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servants,"  and  may  this  be  an  incentive  to  those  who  shall  take  your 
places,  and  thus  may  these  monuments  be  preserved  through  the  ages  that  are 
to  come. 

In  the  name  of  the  survivors  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  I  place 
this  monument  in  your  care,  that,  when  your  children  shall  ask  their  fathers 
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in  time  to  come,  saying:  "  What  mean  these  stones  ?  "  Then  ye  shall  let  your 
children  know,  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  might  know  the  hand  of  the- 
Lord  is  mighty. 


DEDICATION  OF  MOiN'UMENT 

119™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  22,  1888 
ORATION  BY  BREVET-LIEUTENANT-COLONEI,  JAMES  W.  LATTA 

COMRADES: — The  realization  of  portentous  events  reaches  ;i  better  eon- 
summation  as  the  lifetime  of  the  generation  of  their  occurrence  shortens^ 
as  the  numbers  participating  decrease,  and  as  the  lengthening  shadows 
point  plainly  to  their  substitution  by  the  mists  of  a  futurity  Vhich  shall 
irrevocably  decree  that  "  time  shall  be  no  more.''  The  soldiers'  appreciation  of 
his  deeds  expands  as  history  unfolds  them.  Hence  the  correct  perpetuation  of 
the  glories  and  results  of  this  field  and  those  days,  in  stone  and  tablet  wisely 
conceived  so  many  years  ago,  has  now  a  full  fruition  in  the  hearty  support  and 
co-operation  of  the  soldier,  his  friends  and  the  authorities.  And  the  survivors 
of  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Pennsylvania  and  their  friends,  in  full  ac- 
cord with  this  universal  sentiment,  come  here  to-day  in  consonance  with  the 
general  purpose,  to  add  their  tribute  to  the  storj'  and  formally  dedicate  yonder 
memorial. 

This  regiment  commenced  its  recruitment  in  early  August,  1862,  and  con- 
summated its  organization  with  more  than  usual  success  in  speed  and  personnel. 
The  militia  command  which  gave  it  birth  and  supplied  largely  its  officers,  then 
known  as  the  "Gray  Reserves,"  is  now  the  distinguished  "  First  Regiment  In- 
fantry National  Guard  of  Pennsyhania,''  to  which,  and  "  The  Veteran  Corps  "^ 
this  regimental  association  owes  obligations,  as  well  for  the  material  support 
they  have  rendered  towards  the  erection  of  this  monument  as  for  the  encourage- 
ment they  have  given  its  dedication  by  their  personal  organized  presence  here 
to-day.  Besides  this  organized  body  from  which  essentially  sprung  the  regi- 
ment, the  primary  labors  of  its  composition  were  substantially  aided  by  a  number 
of  most  patriotic  gentlemen,  who,  resolving  themselves  into  a  committee  of 
thirteen,  saw  it  well  started  on  its  journey  of  war,  watched  it  with  careful  ward 
through  all  its  career,  furnished  it  with  material  aid  -when  often  required  and 
delicate  attentions  when  they  were  most  demanded.  Nor  have  those  who  sur- 
vive, forgotten  the  old  trust;  two,  whose  energies  then  were  untiring,  have  now 
lent  a  generous  countenance  to  this  memorial  ev'idence  of  the  endurance  of  their 
management. 

The  admonition  from  the  splendid  jesistance  and  forced  withdrawal  of  th& 
Peninsular  army  had  spurred  the  Government  to  renewed  activity.  Promptly, 
in  respon-se  to  the  demand  for  other  volunteers,  the  One  hundred  and  nine- 
teenth Pennsylvania,  incomplete  in  numbers,  was  hurried  because  of  the- 
exigency  to  the  National  Capital,  just  as  the  guns  of  the  second  Bull  Run  had 
ceased  their  reverberations.  Tarrying  on  duty  abont  the  Washington  Arsenal 
for  a  time  and  fifterwards  strengthening  and  perfecting  the  works  on  the  north 
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of  the  river,  the  command  soon  found  its  way  to  the  Army  ol'  the  Potomac. 
With  that  grand  old  array  its  history  was  thereafter  wholly  identified.  The 
time  had  come  for  the  absorption  of  the  regimental  distinctive  unity  in  the 
grander  combinations  which  secure  the  effectiveness  of  great  armies.  The  ad- 
ventitious associations  selected  for  the  assignment  contributed  mutually  to  the 
joint  reputation,  and  the  fact  that  the  association  never  permanently  changed, 
except  as  casualties  demanded  its  repletion,  is  convincing  of  the  appreciation 
it  commanded  ft-ora  superiors.  The  brigade  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin,  Sixth 
Maine,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  and  Forty-third  New  York,  had  won  envi- 
able distinction  and  when  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  was  allotted  to  its 
further  increase  of  strength,  it  soon  assured  its  fellows  it  was  fitted  to  compete 
for  the  other  honors  which  subsequently  came  to  the  combination.  There  were 
no  changes  permanently  in  its  composition  for  two  years,  except  the  Forty- 
third  New  York  was  transferred  elsewhere.  Then  the  muster  out  of  the  Sixth 
Maine  because  the  work  it  had  promised  was  done,  and  so  well  done,  and  the 
like  reasons  compelling  the  reduction  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  to  a  battalion, 
necessarily  required  other  allotments  or  disbandment,  but  the  old  Third 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  secure  with  its  early  honors,  was  increased 
to  preserve  its  well-earned  distinctiveness  by  the  assignment  of  troops  who 
bore  also  most  distinguished  place,  and  with  them,  the  Thirty-seventh  Massa- 
chusetts, Second  Ehode  Island  and  Eighty- second  Pennsylvania,  it  went  away 
down  to  the  verj'  end  ever  maintaining  the  reputation  it  had  so  soon  attained. 

Battered  about  through  change  of  chiefs,  uncertain  even  whether  its  name 
was  to  be  retained,  suffering  from  unusual  straggling,  the  Autietam  victory 
had  restored  confidence,  and  the  vaM  of  '62  found  the  old  army  in  all  the  vigor 
of  its  original  cohesion.  It  was  in  this  bettered  condition  of  things  the  One 
hundred  and  nineteenth  found  its  place.  It  was  l)y  no  means  illy  adapted  for 
association  with  those  who  had  so  successfully  borne  their  part  and  whose  ex- 
periences, added  to  their  knowledge,  rated  them  among  the  best  of  the  Union 
soldiers.  The  officers  were  selected  with  judicious  care,  all  had  fair  prelimi- 
nary acquaintance  with  their  duties  and  none  were  without  a  full  comprehen- 
sion of  their  responsibilities.  For  good  fellowship,  general  intelligence,  gen- 
erous personal  support  of  each  other,  excellent  social  standing,  they  stood  the 
equals  of  any  organization  from  the  city  from  whence  they  came,  which  had 
so  handsomely  responded  from  its  men  and  means  to  the  many  demands  upon 
it  to  supply  the  sinews  of  war.  There  was  an  entire  absence  of  individual 
jealousies  and  an  utter  want  of  petty  bickerings,  frequently  so  common,  es- 
pecially in  the  organizing  stages  of  regimental  combination.  A  thorough 
elementary  teaching  which  wisely  instilled  the  urgencies  of  the  rudiments,  se- 
cured a  prompt  acknowledgment  that  instruction  had  been  completed  to  a 
standard  which  warranted  an  immediate  recognition  of  a  fitness  to  mingle 
freely  with  those  who  had  the  longer  training. 

And  the  men  were  sturdy  worthy  fellows,  apt  and  ready ;  they  had  come  to 
stay  and  meant  to  learn  quickly,  nor  is  it  any  improper  indulgence  in  the 
usual  common-place  reference  to  American  patriotism,  to  say,  they  had  left  the 
counting  room  and  the  workshop,  the  plow  and  the  an  vil.  They  more  meas- 
urably represented  the  walks  of  life  and  classes  of  employment  yielding  to 
skilled  labor  and  educated  intelligence  good  results  and  prompt  returns,  than, 
as  II  whole,  usually  fell  to  the  opportunity  of  regiments  organized  in  the  great 
populous  centers. 
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A  crisp  bracing  fall  had  followed  a  more  than  usually  enervating  September. 
This  invigorating  temperature  encouraged  activity,  and  the  opportunity  was 
not  lost  in  the  little  delay  at  hand,  for  speedy  familiarization  with  new  duties 
and  the  cultivation  of  friendships  ^iih  new  associations,  which  remained  with 
lasting  endurance  for  all  the  three  years  of  their  continuance.  An  early  in- 
troduction was  soon  vouchsafed  to  the  wasted  lands  of  Virginia,  and  the  foot- 
ing so  soon  secured  on  the  soil  of  that  deluded  Commonwealth  continued,  with 
but  few  short  interruptions,  an  abiding  place  until  the  "clangor  of  the  trum- 
pets ' '  sounded  the  final  peace.  Over  the  Potomac,  through  Loudoun  county, 
New  Baltimore,  Stafford,  Brooke's  Station,  Belle  Plain  and  White  Oak  Church, 
brought  the  column  up  ready  for  battle  at  the  earliest  dawn  of  a  sharp  De- 
cember morning,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  j  ust  below  Falmouth, 
where  the  ranking  colonel  of  the  brigade,  as  he  saw  from  the  bluffs  the  long 
lines  of  the  old  Sixth  Corps  on  the  flats  bordering  the  stream,  arrayed  in  all 
the  panoply  of  contest,  facetiously  remarked,  turning  to  his  adjutant,  "adjutant 
I  wouldn't  be  surprised  If  some  of  those  people  got  hurt, "  and  the  colonel  was 
right.  There,  for  three  days,  upon  the  thither  side,  the  guns  thundered  angrily 
and  the  musketry  rattled  wickedly,  and  Fredericksburg  was  fought  and  lost. 

Then  the  winter  wore  away  in  camp,  and  spring  found  the  brigade  selected 
for  the  perilous  boat  enterprise  across  the  Eappahannock  in  April.  Through 
the  grounds  fought  over  in  the  unfortunate  December,  out  on  that  May  Sun- 
day to  Salem  Church  with  its  disaster  and  fatalities,  and  ill-fated  Chancellor.s- 
ville  was  numbered  among  the  other  failures,  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
again,  for  rest  and  recuperation,  put  the  ri^-er  between  itand  the  enemy.  An- 
other month  on  the  old  camp  ground  and  themanoeuvering  solved  by  "Gettys- 
burg" began.  The  waning  summer  was  effectively  utilized  at  Warrenton. 
The  weather  and  the  season,  the  distance  from  the  enemy,  the  seeming  cer- 
tainty that  both  sides  had  temporarily  concluded  active  operations  afforded  :i 
long  sought  season  for  drill  and  instruction.  When  the  camp  there  broke  it  is 
no  self-laudation  to  say,  for  it  was  concfided,  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth 
in  drill,  instruction  and  soldierly  bearing  was  conditioned  for  marked  com- 
mendation, ranked  above  many  and  was  the  equal  of  the  best  of  its  fellows. 

First  to  Stone  House  Mountain,  then  out  to  the  Eapidan,  back  again  to  Fair- 
fax, and  Lee  caught  in  his  grand  flanking  enterprise,  was  checked.  He  put 
the  rivers  behind  him  and  we,  apparently  satisfied  for  the  present,  cantoned 
around  and  about  Fayetteville.  But  the  autumn  was  to  close  with  renewed 
activity.  The  brilliant  engagement  of  November  7,  in  storming  the  lunette 
work  at  the  railway  crossing,  though  not  as  fatal  in  cisualties  as  many  other 
more  serious  combats,  were  perhaps  the  brightest  in  the  regimental  history. 
There,  on  the  open  plain,  in  full  view  of  two  great  army  coi-ps.  guided  by  match- 
less skill  and  nerved  by  daring  courage,  first  wholly  unaided,  the  Fifth  Wis- 
consin and  Sixth  Maine  leading,  the  Forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  nine- 
teenth Pennsylvania  following,  moved  stolidly  to  the  frowning  gun-capped 
height  and  one  thousand  and  five  hundred  men  laid  down  their  arms  and  can- 
non and  yielded  themselves  and  their  standards  as  our  trophies  of  the  battle. 

Then,  as  sturdy  winter  came  down  early  with  piercing  winds  and  penetrating 
cold,  the  rifles  rattled  so  harshly  in  the  impenetrable  timber  about  Locust 
Grove,  as  if  whole  armies  were  having  their  day  of  struggle  instead  of  a  few 
scattering  brigades.  And  the  great  guns  which  occasionally  thundered  just 
to  show  their  strength  and  their  presence,  and  the  impervious  battlements  of 
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Mine  Run  were  coDclusive  i^rools  ol'tlie  futility  ola  direct  assault.  The  ele- 
ments held  the  situation,  thr  season  was  too  far  advauced  to  mantjeuvre  and 
the  year's  operations  closed  in  comfortable  cantonments  for  winter  quiet  about 
Hazel  river  and  Brandy  Station. 

This  was  a  time  for  strengthening  for  a  higher  maturity,  for  a  preparation 
for  greater  pos-sibilities,  for  n  concentration  of  energies  to  attain  the  perfect 
linish.  The  .spring  was  measured  in  all  its  probabilities  and  the  full  extent  of 
its  unseasonable  vagaries  cautiously  computed  before  the  vast  army,  in  all  its 
huge  proportions,  was  postured  for  its  decisive  .stroke.  Led  for  the  first  time 
by  a  comprehensive  authority,  including  operations  everywhere,  the  way  was 
forged  over  the  Rapidan.  The  lines  plunged  suddenly  into  the  dense  chajj- 
paral  of  the  "Wilderness  forest  right  up  against  the  stalwart  foe.  There  was  des- 
perate fighting,  stiff  resistance,  startling  carnage.  But  there  was  to  be  no 
step  backwards  and  the  left  was  extended  through  and  beyond  the  great  woods 
out  inro  the  open  and  there,  at  Spotsylvania,  quick  to  perceive,  wag  the  enemy 
again,  entrenched,  strengthened  and  ready.  And  there  was  battle  after  battle, 
charge  after  charge,  assault  upon  assault.  The  crash  and  rush  of  the  10th 
which  yielded  a  battalion  or  two  as  prisoners  and  a  \vhole  line  of  formidable 
works,  was  in  the  end  futile,  because  somebody  blundered.  And  then  the 
awful  struggle  of  the  12th  at  the  Salient,  unparalleled  in  modern  warfare, 
and  in  the  seven  days  it  terminated,  two  hundred  and  fifteen  of  the  hale,  strong, 
hearty  ones  who  began  with  us  were  useless  for  the  purposes  of  war.  And 
then  came  Cold  Harbor,  hot  and  bloody  and  fruitless,  and  weary  and  worn  after 
twelve  days  of  siege  and  charge  and  battle,  the  .still  splendid  old  army  pulled 
well  away  from  it  to  the  lingering  song  of  the  shells  under  the  pale  shimmer 
of  the  moon,  and  by  noou  was  well  on  its  road  to  the  mighty  James.  And  up 
to  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  over  to  Petersburg,  and  out  to  Reams'  Station,  all 
the  time  the  enemy  in  front,  all  the  time  under  the  .sound  of  his  guns. 

The  enemy  then  demonstrated  threateningly  about  the  National  Capital  and 
the  old  Sixth  sought  for  delicate  work,  selected  for  perilous  duties,  hurried  off 
by  transports,  saon  relieved  his  pressure  and  afterwards  punished  him  well  for 
his  temerity.  But  it  was  more  than  punishment,  it  was  annihilation.  The 
rich  granaries  of  the  Shenandoah,  that  great  broad  valley  with  its  generous 
larders  and  hospitable  homes  open  for  treason  closed  to  loyalty,  tempted  rebel- 
lion just  once  too  often,  and  Winchester  and  Sheridan  and  Cedar  Creek  saw  for 
the  first  time,  in  all  these  yeaiis  of  war,  first  the  precipitate  retreat  and  then 
the  utter  destruction  of  a  whole  great  army. 

Back  in  the  Christmas  times  to  the  ever  continuous  roar  at  Petersburg,  upon 
the  edge  of  two  minor  affairs  at  "  Hatcher's  run  "  and  "  Dabney's  Mills,"  the 
ever  memorable  siege  terminated  in  the  splendid  charge  at  Fort  Fisher,  and 
the  gloriesof  war  culminating  in  the  brilliant  achievement  of  "  Sailor's  Creek, " 
concluded  in  the  silence  of  unostentatious  surrender  at  Ajjpomattox. 

And  so,  flickering  and  flickering,  the  dying  embers  of  a  wicked  rebellion  ex- 
pired on  that  victorious  plain  before  those  triumphant  Union  hosts.  The  rigors 
of  a  servile  bondage  were  ended,  human  slavery  was  forever  extinct.  If  the 
Nation's  lesson  is  conclusively  learned  that  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union  " 
is  irrevocably  the  constitutional  decree  for  united  national  liberties,  if  the 
blessings  of  a  common  unity  are  indubitably  secured  "  to  us  and  our  posterity, " 
then  the  mission  was  complete  and  the  common  purpose  reached  in  all  the 
fulness  of  its  actual  consummation. 
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This  is  briefly  the  career  ol'a  body  of  volunteer  soldiery  whose  service  was 
continuously  in  the  field  and  at  the  front  from  September  1,  1862,  to  June  19, 
1865.  Its  losses  proportionately  of  commissioned  officers  killed  in  action  almost 
equaled  those  of  any  other  troops  from  Pennsylvania,  whose  enlistment  covered 
a  like  term,  and  they  more  than  equaled  many  of  the  earlier  troops  who  served 
longer.  Upon  their  escutcheon  is  emblazened  some  fifteen  general  engage- 
ments and  numerous  minor  affairs.  aSTumbers  of  the  battles  and  sieges  were 
protracted  through  days  and  some  of  them  months  of  actual  fighting.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  spring  campaign  of  1865,  one  hundred  and  fifty  rifles  were  for 
duty  and  in  the  last  engagement  bat  uinety-fou  r.  Full  of  credit  and  of  honors 
it  dissolved  into  peaceful  pursuits  and  what  is  yet  left  of  it  are  .still  a  thrifty, 
enterprising,  law-abiding  people. 

The  campaign  which  culminated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  terminated 
in  march  and  pursuit  at  Warreuton,  virtually  began  on  the  3d  of  June  and  con- 
cluded on  the  25th  of  July.  I  note  in  the  official  records  of  the  events  in  and 
about  that  campaign  that  beside  the  great  battle  and  its  preceding  and  subse- 
quent marches,  there  were  at  separate  points  between  the  3d  of  June  and  the 
31st  of  July  one  hundred  and  seven  different  engagements,  combats,  actions 
and  affairs  at  arms.  Twice  in  every  fifteen  hours  of  the  summer  daylight 
during  that  period,  shots  by  somebody  somewhere  between  the  Rappahannock 
and  the  Susquehanna  were  exchanged  with  deadly  intent. 

From  the  8th  of  May,  when  the  old  camping  grounds  were  again  occupied 
after  disasterous  Salem  Church,  and  ill-fated  Chancellorsville,  time  skipped 
rapidly  amid  the  agreeable  accompaniments  of  I'est,  good  weather,  good  com- 
panionship, regular  meals  and  excellent  food.  This  camp  was  peculiarly  at- 
tractive. Upon  the  slope  of  a  gentle  hill  just  easy  enough  for  a  gradual  rise, 
its  height  was  airy,  fresh  and  dry,  whilst  its  sides  afforded  thorough  drainage. 
It  was  laid  out  with  regularity  and  skill.  In  the  rear  was  thick  timber,  chop- 
ping off  the  rude  and  inclement  winds  ;  in  the  front  was  a  pinery  through 
which  the  view  was  unobstructed.  It  stood  separated  some  distance  from  any 
neighbors.  For  police,  general  appointments  and  situation  it  surpassed  most 
of  its  fellows  and  had  few  equals.  This  was  our  home,  except  from  April  28 
to  May  8,  continuously  from  January  to  June.  It  might  tell  some  quaint  old 
stories  of  pleasantries  and  if  the  sturdy  pines  could  re-echo  the  many  jokes  and 
much  laughter  of  the  long  winter  months,  they  would  ring  again  in  joyous 
merriment  with  the  reminiscence.  It  was  a  season  as  well  of  work  as  instruc- 
tion, and  when  the  spring  time  brought  the  battle  and  the  daisies  there  was  an 
intelligent  readiness  lor  the  graver  responsibilities  of  active  operations. 

Orders,  bustle  and  rumors  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  June  indicated  an  early 
movement.  On  the  5th,  from  the  direction  of  the  river,  for  about  an  hour,  came 
the  familiar  sounds  of  brisk  active  gunnery.  It  afterwards  appeared  this 
artillery  fire  was  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  river  by  Howe's  Second  Division. 
Tlie  following  day  it  was  our  turn.  We  pulled  out  to  the  river  and  laid  there 
all  day  and  at  night  withdrew  to  the  woods  for  bivouac  and  a  heavy  thunder 
storm.  The  following  day,  the  Sabbath,  passed  in  ease  until  2  in  the  afternoon, 
when  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  our  people  under  Major  Truefitt,  and  the  whole 
of  the  Sixth  Maine,  were  detached  from  the  brigade  for  some  mysterious  and 
uncertain  purpose  and  directed  to  march  to  Hartwood  Church.  It  turned  out 
to  be  a  continuous  tramp  of  some  pretensions;  8.30  in  the  evening  brought  the 
destination,  and  under  the  shadows  of  the  church,  its  graveyard  and  tomb- 
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stones,  the  softened  rays  oi'  :i  June  moonlight  in  a  clear  open  arable  country, 
away  from  foes,  everybody  sought  needed  refreshing  rest.  At  6.30  the  move 
began  again,  but  no  one  knew  more  of  its  purpose  than  had  been  vouchsafed  as 
information  at  the  start.  General  Russell  had  however  been  flourishing  about 
the  church  through  the  night  and  his  presence  always  promised  business  some- 
where. About  10  o'clock,  when  approaching  Grove  Church,  the  object  of  the 
expedition  was  disclosed.  Our  detachment  was  there  joined  by  others  from  the 
First  and  Second  Corps,  and  General  Russell  had  been  assigned  to  command  the 
whole.  It  was  to  aid  and  support  the  cavalry  in  its  crossing  the  Rappahannock 
at  Kelly's  and  Beverly  Ford  and  assist  in  cleaning  out  Stuart,  who  was  then 
temporarily  located  in  this  vicinity.  The  ford,  Kelly's,  was  made  at  5  o'clock 
and  a  bivouac  established  upon  this  side.  Thirty  miles  had  been  accomplished 
since  Sunday.  At  2.30  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  night's  bivouac  broke  up 
and  the  river  was  forded  at  6.30.  Following  the  cavalry  closely  line  of  battle 
was  formed  and  advanced  to  a  position  beyond  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
railroad  some  four  miles  from  the  river.  The  cavalry  had  it  pretty  hot  all  day  ; 
what  was  intended  was  attained,  and  the  affair  turned  into  an  engagement  of 
no  mean  proportions.  It  has  gone  down  among  the  annals  as  the  battle  of 
Brandy  Station.  The  .infantry  loss  in  this  and  the  other  column  of  which 
General  Ames  had  charge  was  noted  at  the  time  as  sixty  killed  and  wounded. 
At  5.30  all  was  over  and  our  part  of  the  force  withdrew  to  hither  side  of  the 
river  occupying  the  lunette  work,  which  five  months  afterwards  was  to  be 
wrested  from  the  enemy  to  his  discomfiture  and  our  fame. 

There  are  always  oddities  no  matter  what  the  situation. '  From  the  south 
bank  of  the  river  to  the  front,  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  and  more  than 
half  that  distance  on  either  side,  is  a  broad  open  plain.  It  is  without  knoll, 
brush  or  bush  to  obstruct  view  or  afford  concealment,  fringed  all  around  its 
edges  by  timber.  The  movement  of  withdrawal  through  this  timber  and  over 
the  plain  had  been  leisurely  conducted,  but  the  enemy,  although  quiet,  had  the 
movement  and  the  country  fully  under  his  observation.  Our  folks  were  old 
enough  for  a  proper  comprehension  of  things.  They  knew  the  day's  work  was 
over  unless  somebody  disturbed  them,  and  there  was  no  disposition  to  encour- 
age competition.  On  the  upper  bank  were  friends,  rest  and  supper ;  on  the 
lower  enemies,  hunger  and  care.  There  were  two  crossings,  the  open  trestle 
work  railway  bridge  two  hundred  yards  long  and  ninety  feet  high  and  the 
other  a  waist  deep  ford  right  beside  it.  The  footmen  were  directed  to  take  the 
bridge  for  personal  convenience  and  comfort,  the  horsemen  took  the  ford. 
Trestle  work  isn't  a  roadway  of  a  choice  for  the  pedestrian.  Some  of  the  men 
in  an  over-anxiety  to  expedite  their  movements,  disturbed  at  the  jnsecure 
footway  or  comprehending  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two  sides 
dropped  nearly  prone,and  with  hands  and  feet  both  in  play  pushed  vigorously  on. 
'Stand  up,  walk  upright,"  said  a  zealous  officer,  "where's  your  nerve,  where's 
your  manhood,  never  mind  the  depth  below,  you  can't  fall  through."  They 
promptly  obeyed,  but  when  he  had  reached  the  point  over  the  greatest  eleva- 
tion a  casual  glance  caught  him  withdrawing  in  like  unseemly  posture  and 
still  another  glance  a  few  minutes  later  showed  he  preferred  the  ford.  He 
could  stand  bullets  and  battles  but  the  dizzy  height  was  too  much. 

The  10th  was  one  of  quiet,  the  occupancy  of  the  fortifications  being  retained 
until  sundown,  when  relief  of  other  troops  was  substituted  and  the  command 
retiring  from  line,  broke  into  column  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  the  woods 
41 
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to  the  rear.  Some  interest  was  afforded  during  the  morniag  hours  by  the  operas 
tions  of  a  flag  of  truce,  which,  with  its  usual  appointments,  crossed  at  the  ford 
and  met  the  enemy's  officer  about  mid-way  over  the  plain.  The  consultation 
continued  for  sometime  in  full  view,  but  it  was  too  distant  for  anything  save 
observation.  Bealton  Station,  some  three  miles  back  on  the  railway  was  made 
early  the  next  day  and  a  camp  established.  Three  days  of  rest  followed  with 
an  agreeable  opportunity  to  look  up  acquaintances  in  the  Third  and  First  Corps, 
the  former  of  which  laid  around  and  about  us  all  of  one  night,  and  the  latter 
took  an  afternoon  in  passing. 

On  Sunday,  the  14th,  a  week  since  we  left  our  friends  at  Franklin's  Crossing, 
of  or  from  whom,  by  the  way,  nothing  had  been  heard,  a  long  steady  pull  was 
allotted  for  execution.  Breaking  camp  at  7  in  the  morning,  crossing  Cedar  Run 
and  moving  by  Catlett's  Station  and  Warrenton  Junction,  a  halt  was  made  for 
the  night  at  Gibson's  Farm  near  Bristoe  at  9  in  the  evening.  This  country 
was  under  excellent  cultivation,  with  houses  and  buildings  in  keeping  with  its 
well-tilled  lands,  strangely  in  contrast  with  the  rougher  surroundings  of  the 
w'inter  and  spring.  At  daylight  the  march  was  resumed,  and  by  8  o'clock  a 
halt  made  on  the  plains  of  Manassas  among  the  brokeu-up  rebel  entrenchments 
of  1861,  and  by  uoon  a  full  stop  at  Union  Mills  on  the  hanks  of  the  famed  Bull 
Run.  There  was  a  gri.st  mill,  quaint  and  cosy,  with  its  dam  and  its  race,  and 
its  overshot  wheel,  and  there,  right  in  its  cooling  shadows,  right  by  the  edge  of 
the  clear  sparkling  water,  in  the  big  grassy  meadows,  came  ease  and  freedom 
until  all  of  this  and  the  next  day,  away  into  the  afternoon,  had  fled  as  if  it  were 
not  known  time  'had  ever  been.  Such  environments  seldom  came.  It  was 
l^robahly  well.  Man's  tastes  are  better  served  when  he  can  look  for  better 
things.  This  philosophy  has  been  exemplified  through  all  of  war-worn  Vir- 
ginia. Then  ii-om  5  o'clock  until  toward  dark  a  move  was  completed,  which 
Ibund  its  bivouac  near  Fairfax  Station,  just  about  where  the  Sixth  Corps'  train 
was  parked,  and  here  came  the  first  intelligence  that  the  regiment  was  but  a 
few  miles  from  us.  The  next  day,  the  17th,  a  junction  was  efi'ected  and  a  ten 
days'  separation  of  more  than  half  the  command  from  the  rest  was  ended. 

This  expedition  afforded  an  opportunity  to  temporarily  satisfy  the  ambition 
of  an  enterprising  youth,  who  wiis  convinced  he  was  better  calculated  to  serve 
his  country  on  horseback  than  afoot.  His  detail  for  a  brief  period  secui-ed  an 
assignment  which  included  a  mount,  provided  one  could  be  procured  without 
individual  expense.  The  courtesy  of  a  distinguished  cavalrv  commander  sup- 
plied the  mount  and  equipment  as  free  from  cost  as  it  was  from  attractions  in 
its  shape  and  adornments  in  its  equipment.  The  steed,  either  over- wrought  or 
aged,  had  passed  its  primal  usefulness,  stiffened  and  scrawny,  it  was  irrespon- 
sive to  the  whinny ,  of  its  blooded  mates  and  the  blast  of  the  bugle,  the  rattle  of 
the  drum,  the  crack  of  the  rifie  or  the  boom  of  the  cannon  failed  hopelessly  in 
bestirring  its  bygone  military  enthusiasm.  Yet  graceless  and  awkward  as  it 
was  in  walk,  trot  or  amble,  it  still  had  sufficient  locomotion  to  follow  compla- 
cently a  well-directed  leader  or  to  he  guided  resistlessly  when  there  was  no 
leader  to  follow.  The  equipment  was  strikingly  in  keeping  with  the  character 
of  the  animal.  The  saddle  had  teamed  it  some.  No  falchion  bright  e'er  flashed 
across  its  pommel  in  brilliantcharge  or  dashing  fray.  Nor  had  whilsome  saber 
point  e'er  been  given  from  astride  that  undistinguished  seat.  The  whir  of  the 
moulinet,  the  crash  of  the  cut  and  the  clang  of  the  parry,  found  no  reverberating 
recollections  in  its  experience.     The  memories  of  the  butt,  the  hide  and  the  lash. 
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alone  remained  distinctive  in  all  the  service  it  had  done  the  country.  The 
bridle  improvised  from  a  watering  bit,  was  part  leather  and  part  rope.  But 
crude  as  were  the  trappings  and  indifferent  as  was  the  steed,  all  that  was  an- 
ticipated from  it  was  realized  until  it  attempted  to  dispute  the  right  of  way  on 
a  single  track  road  with  a  locomotive  engine  drawing  its  train  under  full  head- 
way. The  column  was  moving  on  the  bed  of  the  railway,  upon  a  slightly  raised 
embankment,  when  the  first  south-bound  train — it  had  not  been  operated  for 
several  months — hove  in  sight.  The  other  horsemen  took  the  bound  gracefully 
and  reached  the  meadow  at  its  base.  But  for  the  first  time  this  animal  refused 
to  follow,  he  failed  to  respond  to  whip,  or  lash,  or  spur,  to  .shout  or  laughter. 
On,  on,  came  the  train,  with  whistle  screeching  incessantly.  The  moment  was 
critical.  Nothing  was  left  but  to  dismount  and  strong  men  hugely  enjoying 
the  situation  forcibly  pushed  the  creature  down  the  bank.  There,  retired  for 
disability  contracted  in  the  line  of  duty,  he  was  left  forever  to  his  much-needed 
permanent  rest,  amid  the  green  pastures  and  by  the  still  waters,  and  the  am- 
bitious officer  going  on  afoot,  concluded  to  await  more  enduring  mounted  honors 
before  he  sought  for  horse  again. 

Whilst  the  detachment  went  strolling  around  among  strangers  the  balance, 
with  the  division,  on  the  7th,  crossed  the  south  bank  of  the  Eappahannock, 
where  it,  the  division,  relieved  Howe's  Second.  There  or  about  there  it  re- 
mained until  the  13th  wheu  it  marched  to  Potomac  creek,  and  on  the  14th  to 
Stafford  Court  House,  from  thence,  on  the  15th,  to  Dumfries  and  thence  again 
on  the  16th  to  Fairfax  Station. 

The  seekers  for  new  facts  and  gleaners  of  fresh  information  as  a  march  goes 
on  are  manj'  ;  inquiries  as  to  destination  and  purposes  are  numerous.  They 
increase  the  more  it  becomes  apparent  the  proximity  to  the  enemy  is  lessening. 
This  search  for  knowledge  so  resultless,  these  inquiries  so  fruitless,  whatever 
came  of  them  even  to  those  prone  to  most  persistent  penetration,  was  generally 
wild  unreliable  rumor.  But  it  was  more  than  usual  when  a  great  expedition 
had  started,  a  few  days,  truth  or  rumor,  would  unloose  restrictions.  Probably 
here  though,  the  enemy  had  so  concealed  his  operations  as  to  take  a  long  time 
for  their  discoverj',  and  as  a  consequence  their  divulgence  down  to  the  line  was 
proportionately  lengthened,  or  more  than  likely  as  we  had  got  well  on  our 
way  so  comfortably  we  didn't  care  much  anyhow.  Nevertheless,  up  to  the 
19th,  though  it  may  have  floated  about  indefinitely  before,  no  note  was  made 
of  the  fact  that  Lee  was  over  the  Potomac  or  soon  intended  to  be,  in  full 
strength  for  conquest  or  invasion.  His  advance  was  a  well-organized  raiding 
column,  whose  operations  had  aroused  the  fears  and  activities  of  the  residents 
of  Central  Maryland  and  Southern  Pennsylvania.  On  the  18th,  at  5.  .30  in  the 
morning,  the  camp  was  shifted  about  four  miles  to  the  vicinity  of  Germantown 
on  the  Little  Eiver  turnpike.  From  that  time  until  the  morning  of  the  26th, 
though  in  daily  anticipation  of  a  movement,  this  position  was  retained.  The 
cavalry  were  operating  actively  to  the  westward  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  Blue 
Kidge  and  all  day  Sunday,  the  21st,  from  the  direction  of  Aldie  and  Middle- 
burg,  some  fifteen  miles  away,  came  continuously  the  booming  roar  of  wrath- 
ful cannonading.  This  was  the  second  of  the  two  engagements  of  great  im- 
portance m  this  campaign,  pure  cavalry  fights,  which  resulted  so  successfully, 
and  to  the  imperishable  glory  and  distinction  of  that  arm  of  the  service.  The 
effects  of  these  operations  were  practically  developed  by  the  frequent  passing 
of  wounded  and  prisoners.     The  scene  was  one  day  substantially  changed  by 


644  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

the  Twenty-flfth  and  Twenty-seventh  Maine  regiments  with  music  playing 
and  colors  flying  en  route  to  their  original  rendezvous  lor  muster  out  by  reason 
of  expiration  of  term.  There  were  no  heart-burnings  at  this  apparently  good 
fortune.  The  field  had  become  an  occupation,  and  the  business  of  a  soldier's 
life  assumed  till  the  real  end  was  reached.  About  this  vicinity  was  a  com- 
munity of  fair  thrift,  hampered  as  it  had  been  by  more  or  less  of  two  years  oc- 
cupancy of  friendly  and  invading  armies.  Their  family  boards  were  always 
open,  for  a  consideration,  to  furnish  supplies  veith  homelike  food  and  service 
and  frequent  advantage  was  taken  of  the  opportunity.  At  4  in  the  morning  of 
the  28th,  these  eight  days  of  stoppage  terminated,  and  a  march  began,  which 
through  dense  forest  and  by  Herndon  Station  on  the  Alexandria,  Loudoun  and 
Hampshire  railroad  ended  at  noon  more  than  a  mile  beyond  Dranesville. 
Then  again  ordered  at  4  and  starting  at  6,  10.30  on  the  following  morning 
brought  the  column  to  Edwards'  Ferry.  Here  the  Potomac  is  a  great  broad 
stream.  Its  meadowed  banks  and  shady  woods  compensated  for  the  delay  in- 
volved in  the  long  halt  until  5  o'clock,  when  the  pontoon  had  discharged  its 
other  living  freight  to  make  room  for  us  to  follow.  A  mile  and  a  half  to  near 
I'oolesville  was  the  point  for  bivouac  for  the  first  night  in  Maryland,  and  not 
a  year  gone  by  since  the  other  visit  to  its  attractive  borders.  The  week  of 
Sunday,  the  38th,  was  to  close  big  with  the  results  of  arms.  On  that  day  the 
distinguished  chieftain,  whose  skilful  guidance  and  courageous  judgment  was 
to  win  the  decisive  battle  of  the  war,  had  suddenly  thrust  upon  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  "  old  Potomac  Army. ' '  Before  5  in  the  morning,  the  move  began 
and  for  thirteen  hours  bore  right  onward  through  Poolesville  and  Barnesville 
to  within  a  mile  of  Hyattstown.  The  fertile  fields,  bounteous  pastures  and 
flourishing  crops  are  everywhere  about,  and  the  mess  is  luscious  with  all  sup- 
plies of  flesh,  fowl  and  vegetables,  garnered  freely,  for  reasonable  compensation, 
from  this  rich  producing  region.  And  still  the  move  goes  on  and  last  night's 
bivouac  is  broken  and  sunrise  of  the  morrow  starts  the  column  to  and  through 
Monrovia  and  New  Market  and  thence  by  a  turnpike  road  to  within  twenty- 
five  miles  of  Baltimore.  And  breaking  from  that  roadway  at  Eidgeville,  thence 
by  other  routes  which  led  to  New  Windsor;  after  twenty-six  miles  the  night's 
halt  was  made  there.  The  country  is  still  as  fresh,  as  habitable,  as  homelike, 
as  bountiful  as  yesterday. 

The  exploits  of  war  are  measured  as  of  value  with  our  brethren,  only  by  the 
exposures  of  actual  battle.  The  picket,  the  march,  the  heat  and  burden  of 
the  day,  are  but  incidents  and  necessities,  as  part  of  the  routine;  those  who 
have  performed  these  only  are  to  be  counted  as  fortunate  in  escaping  the 
graver  responsibilities  of  the  real  front.  Scarcely  ever  are  they  noted  as  of  a 
piece  with  the  combination  which  brings  about  the  results.  Physical  endur- 
ance, persistent  tramping  go  for  nought  against  the  fore  front  of  the  fray.  Not 
to  be  weary  or  tired  was  as  well  an  elementary  constituent  as  it  was  not  to  be 
afraid.  It  was  as  wicked  to  say  you  were  tired  as  to  say  you  were  scared.  It 
was  only  glorious  to  fight.  Those  who  tramped  to  it  and  didn't  make  it,  but 
were  there  had  no  claims  for  recognition  among  their  associates;  their  fellows 
who  had  it  hot,  took  it  all.  No  record  was  worth  the  publication  unless  some- 
body was  killed  ;  so  that  from  the  standard  of  those  views  "this  column  was 
not  engaged"  so  prominently  noted  on  the  several  points  of  official  maps  as 
applied  to  the  most  of  the  troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  would  make  it  seemingly 
presumptuous  to  perpetuate  its  Gettysburg  experiences  in  stone  or  story.     But 
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the  lights  of  those  days  are  as  well  brightened  by  its  other  valorous  doings  as 
they  are  by  the  teachings  of  experience  and  study  of  after  years.  A  fair  sense 
of  propriety  may  permit  a  reasonable  exaltation  of  its  pristine  glories  and  a 
reference  to  one  of  its  especial  performances  here.  History  has  sustained  the 
just  encomiums  won  by  all  its  real  achievements. 

Noon  of  a  balmy  June  day,  the  last  of  the  month,  found  the  Sixth  Corps  aib 
the  cosy  hamlet  of  Westminster.  The  thrifty  homes,  the  coming  harvests,  the 
comely  maidens,  busy  industry,  the  village  school,  the  hillside  church  in  the 
fair  lands  of  Maryland  had  softened  the  rough  edges  of  war  and  tempered  the 
hearts  of  the  soldier  to  the  gentler  ways  of  peace.  But  noon  wore  away  to 
eventide,  and  the  tramp  went  on  to  Manchester,  farther  still  thitherward  from 
the  field  where  great  history  was  to  roll  up  its  volumes  in  blood  and  battle. 
The  twilight  had  settled  into  the  starlit  evening,  soft  summer  darkness.  No 
armed  legions  had  e'er  before  disturbed  the  repose  of  these  valleys,  the  fences 
were  complete,  the  grass  had  been  garnered,  the  wheat  stood  wavy  and  golden 
ready  for  the  knife,  and  the  oats  and  the  corn  promised  rich  results.  Cattle 
and  kine,  and  beasts  of  the  field  and  of  draft  aud  of  carriage  and  burden  were 
thick,  thrifty  and  plenty,  undisturbed  by  spoilsmen,  unappropriated  by  the 
quartermaster.  The  next  day  at  Manchester  was  a  novel  one  ;  we  had  no  such 
experience  before  or  after.  It  was  a  closely  settled  country.  The  people  in  ap- 
parent sympathy  with  the  Union  cause  crowded  the  camps,  mingling  freely 
with  the  troops.  The  scene  much  resembled  a  county  fair.  They  had  never 
seen  any,  certainly  not  so  many,  of  us,  nor  had  we  under  like  circumstances, 
ever  seen  so  many  of  them.  Men  and  maidens,  matrons  and  children,  afoot  and 
in  wheeled  vehicles,  gathered  from  far  aud  near  for  the  opportunity  to  witness 
the  sudden  increase  of  male  population.  No  thought  was  abroad  that  scarce 
forty  miles  away  mortal  strife  was  waging  hotly.  Ten  thousand  veterans, 
familiar  with  war,  with  exposure,  with  danger,  knowing  only  worn-out  wasted 
lands,  joyous  amid  .such  profusion,  restful  in  such  abundance,  were  seeking  early 
slumbers  when  Oliver  the  message  from  Meade  to  Sedgwick  bore,  his  corps 
must  be  at  Gettysburg  by  the  afternoon  of  the  morrow.  Oliver  had  ridden 
down  two  steeds.  He  knew  the  distance  well  and  ventured  to  say  in  parting 
that  the  task  assigned  in  the  time  allotted  was  beyond  the  pale  of  human  en- 
durance and  he  feared  men  even  with  all  the  experieuce  and  energy  and  courage 
of  such  troops  as  he  commanded  could  not  accomplish  it.  Say  to  General 
Meade,  said  Sedgwick,  I  will  be  at  Gettysburg  with  my  corps  at  4  o'clock 
to-morrow  afternoon,  and  he  was.  Oliver  had  said,  too,  Reynolds  has  fallen. 
The  First,  after  most  distinguished  fighting  has  been  forced  back  by  the  most 
of  Lee's  people,  the  enemy  has  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  but  Cemetery  Ridge, 
where  our  lines  will  be  established,  shall  determine  whether  Pennsylvania, 
the  deadly  enemy  of  treason,  will  permit  her  soil  to  be  polluted  by  these  armed 
rebellious  ho.sts.  There  never  was  a  hesitancy  to  obey,  but  this  move  com- 
manded spontaneous  acquiescence.  No  lusty  throats  cried  ''shoot  him,"  to  the 
bugler  who,  in  that  mellow  evening  air,  sounded  his  "general."  Whether  it 
was  just  then,  but  if  not  it  was  shortly  afterwards,  all  were  impressed  with  a 
full  realization  of  a  purpose  and  necessity  which  demanded  the  fullest  of  each 
man's  best  energies,  and  each  man's  fixed  determination  was  that  his  country 
and  the  service  should  have  them,  and  have  them  honestly,  generously  and  un- 
complainingl.y.  Nine  o'clock,  perplexed  and  misled,  found  the  column  jammed 
and  floundering  in  a  copse  of  timber.     Relieved  from  its  perplexities  by  the 
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earliest  break  of  dawn  it  was  well  ijulled  out  on  the  broad  stone  highway,  now 
the  ever-memorable  Baltimore  and  Gettysburg  turnpike.  The  early  morning 
was  fresh,  but  not  bracing,  it  indicated  a  withering,  noon-day  heat  to  be  unap- 
peased  by  no  refreshing  breezes.  A  great  red  sun  gave  further  promise  of  a 
fulfilment  of  these  indications.  But  the  column  lengthened  out  for  the  grand 
journey,  stiffened  and  nerved  for  its  accomplishment.  Occasional  relief  came 
from  the  hard  unyielding  turnpike,  when  the  summer  road  afforded  better  op- 
portunity for  travel.  It  took  up  the  full  swing  and  kept  it  solidly  to  the  end. 
Though  a  route  step  of  course,  it  was  better  held  for  cadence  and  preserved  for 
distance  than  the  march  had  ever  before  attained.  Sharpened  appetite  went 
unsatisfied,  an  attempt  to  mass  together  a  few  moments  to  arrange  the  usual 
morning  diet,  was  thwarted  by  peremptory  directions  to  press  right  on.  The 
sky  was  cloudless,  the  air  unrufifled  by  the  flutter  of  a  single  leaf.  Up,  up, 
went  the  sun,  each  minute  and  second  in  its  path  to  the  zenith  increased  its 
strength  till  it  set  the  old  stone  road  aglow  with  fiery  rage.  The  stones  in 
laughing  mockery  of  their  power  absorbed  its  rays  and  sent  them  back  again 
ruthlessly  to  further  tease  and  vex  the  traveler.  It  was  hot  to  equatorial 
figures.  The  corn  so  dependent  on  clear  solid  heat  for  its  successful  maturitj', 
sort  of  laughed  and  snapped  as  it  grew.  The  temperate  zone  had  apparently 
lost  its  bearings  and  the  absence  of  the  rich  tropical  verdure  alone  assured 
these  torrid  trampers  they  were  still  between  the  Arctic  circle  and  its  tropical 
limitation.  By  9  o'clock  caloric  controlled  the  situation,  but  the  men,  hardened 
by  other  experiences,  defied  his  fiery  assaults  and  refused  to  bend  to  his  furious 
exactions.  They  moved  right  on,  their  zeal  never  slackened,  their  energies 
never  flagged.  The  Pennsylvania  line  was  crossed,  but  the  enthusiasm  was 
restrained  for  the  completion  of  the  day's  work.  More  than  usual  quiet  pre- 
vailed, merriment  though  was  not  whollj'  wanting,  and  you  can  hear  yet  the 
voice  of  the  boisterous  rollicking  merry  making  Henry  of  D — louder  than  the 
bellow  of  the  bull  of  Bashan,  yell  with  all  the  power  of  his  stentorian  throat, 
"Boys,  its  rough,  but  I  tell  you  its  regular."  Now  and  then  commanding 
officers  exhorted  the  men  to  hold  fast,  but  persuasion  and  exhortation  were  as 
well  unheeded  as  they  were  unneeded.  Each  man  knew  his  duty  and  meant 
to  do  it.  Littlestown  was  passed,  its  railway  crossed  only  ten  miles  away. 
From  there  and  beyond  the  evidences  of  battle  were  around.  Once  more  the 
column  massed  but  it  didn't  halt  except  as  the  movement  required.  The  big 
hills  about  Gettysburg  began  to  loom  up,  there  was  little  noise  indicating  a 
battle,  it  was  a  fateful  stillness.  Soon  wide  mouth  cannon  belched  forth  and 
sharp  rolling  musketry  beyond  the  hills  rattled  resentfully.  The  march  was 
completed,  the  task  was  done  and  the  Sixth  Corps,  prompt  to  the  hour,  was  at 
the  front  to  fulfil  the  promise  of  its  chieftain.  The  straggling  was  so  indiffer- 
ent as  scarce  to  demand  attention.  It  was  forced  by  sheer  exhaustion  and 
none  were  absent  by  nightfall.  Thirty-seven  miles  had  been  covered  in  seven- 
teen hours  without  an  organized  halt.  For  the  strength  of  the  column,  an  en- 
tire corps  with  all  its  appointments,  the  march  ranks  peerless  here,  and  proh- 
ablj'  in  modern  warfare  abroad. 

As  we  moved  up  the  hill  yonder  under  something  of  a  straggling  shell  fire 
a  wagon  loaded  with  household  goods  was  driven  through  the  lines  ;  upon  the 
countenance  of  the  man  who  drove  it,  abject  fear  was  depicted  in  deepening 
lines  and  whitened  features,  deeper  and  whiter  than  was  upon  the  faces  of 
those  who  laid  down  their  arms  at  Spotsylvania,  in  the  charge  of  the  10th  of 
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May.  By  the  side  of  the  wagou  walked  a  bright-faced  youthful  maiden,  Hrin, 
determined,  full  of  courage,  full  of  resolution,  full  of  spirit,  as  she  passed 
through  our  lines  which  gracefully  opened.  Undisturbed  by  the  flying,  bursting 
missiles,  she  forcibly  exclaimed  "  I  wish  I  were  a  man,  1  should  promptly  re- 
turn and  lend  my  feeble  support  to  the  cause  of  my  country. ' '  An  enthusiastic 
young  officer,  impressed  beyond  restraint  with  such  burning  patriotism  and 
undaunted  bravery,  offered,  to  his  companions,  not  to  her,  if  time  were  alTorded 
and  she  would  consent,  to  then  and  there  unite  with  her  in  holy  matrimonial 
bonds.  There  was  no  consummation,  however,  of  this  gallant  tender  ;  other 
business  was  urgent  and  time,  opportunity  and  consent  were  all  wanting. 

The  sturdy  old  brigade,  distinguished  alike  for  effectiveness  and  illustrious 
leadership,  on  the  early  morning  of  the  3d,  having  passed  the  night  in  rear  of 
the  gap  between  the  two  hills  now  as  prominent  historically  as  they  arc  natur- 
ally, was  assigned  to  the  delicate  responsibility  of  covei-ing  the  extreme  in- 
fantry left  of  the  army.  It  was  evidently  a  point  which  attracted  much  anxi- 
ous attention,  as  frequently,  until  the  full  purpose  of  the  enemy  was  conclu- 
sively developed,  it  was  visited  by  numerous  general  officers.  In  that  vicinity, 
for  the  surroundings,  the  morning  was  one  of  peculiar  stillness  until  about  1 
o'clock  when,  as  with  single  voice,  the  guns  of  both  armies  opened  and  con- 
tinued for  two  hours  as  desperate,  loud  and  destructive  artillery  practice  as, 
so  have  testified  officers  of  high  repute,  was  ever  experienced  on  the  continent. 
A  shift  was  made  towards  the  center  as  this  fire  was  about  concluding  but 
the  enemy  had  been  worsted  and  the  proposed  new  position  did  not  need  to  be 
further  strengthened.  Then  to  Round  Top  for  the  night,  and  for  the  next  day 
and  night  until  the  .5th.  Picket  firing  continued  all  the  4th,  and  copious  rains 
of  unusual  severity  drenched  everything. 

On  the  5th,  in  the  advance  out  over  the  fields  where  the  battle  had  waxed 
the  hottest,  and  by  the  great  barns  appropriated  for  the  enemy's  hospitals,  over- 
crowded with  wounded,  whom,  in  his  retreat,  he  had  left  to  the  kindly  mercies 
of  his  foe,  to  the  base  of  the  South  Mountain  where  wagon  trains  and  guards 
in  hurried  flight,  just  at  eventide,  were  seen  pressing  in  some  confusion  through 
the  gap  at  Fairfield.  We  had  got  right  up  to  their  rear  and  indications  pointed 
to  quite  an  active  brush.  A  gun  was  run  up  with  some  rapidity,  a  few  shot 
dispersed  over  the  hill-top  all  that  had  been  visible  of  the  train,  and  a  thin  line 
of  South  Carolinians  at  the  base  of  the  mountains  disappeared,  were  killed, 
wounded  or  captured  before  a  volley  from  the  advancing  skirmishers.  Darkness, 
deep  there  in  the  shadows  of  the  woods,  closed  the  operations,  and  in  line  of 
battle  the  command  rested  for  the  night  and  the  next  day  until  5  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  Thence  through  Emmitsburg  by  the  struggling  moonlight,  much 
of  it  in  blackened  ruins,  standing  weird  like  monitors  of  war.  and  still  on  to  the 
"Western  Maryland  Institute,  when  breaking  day  brought  a  halt  and  breakfast. 
Sufficiently  nourished,  the  7th  was  absorbed  until  the  evening  by  a  vigorous 
tramp  on  the  turnpike  in  the  direction  of  Frederick  City  to  the  vicinity  of 
Franklin  Mills,  where,  after  a  comfortable  halt,  there,  a  short  way  beyond,  the 
column  broke  from  the  main  road  into  an  unfrequented  pass  over  the  Catoctin 
Mountains.  It  had  just  lost  itself  in  the  gloom  of  the  timber,  the  rocks  and 
the  twilight,  when  gathering  clouds  again  unloosed  their  furies  down  the  dark 
and  narrow  way,  and  drenched  earth,  and  man,  and  beast  into  shapes  indis- 
tinguishable between  dirt  and  humanity.  The  ascent  deflected  only  enough 
from  the  perpendicular  to  permit  the  climb,  the  path,   if  path  it  was,  was 
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scarcely  wide  enough  for  two,  the  rocks  pointed  and  jagged,  and  great  boulders 
stood  breast  high;  the  darkness  was  intense,  relieved  only  by  occasional  flashes 
of  lightning,  and  the  torrent  still  continued  with  unceasing  pour.  The  column 
lost  its  identity,  men  crawled,  and  felt,  and  dragged  their  way  along,  and  about 
midnight,  wet  and  hungry,  stopped  instinctively,  because  they  were  out  of  the 
woods  and  into  the  clearing.  But  morning  set  all  things  right,  and  a  handy 
stream  cleared  away — we  plunged  in,  clothes  and  all — the  night's  accumulation 
of  mud,  restoring  the  conditions,  so  acquaintances  might  recognize  their  fellows. 

The  task  for  the  8th  was  shortened,  and  by  noon  near  Middletown,  to  dry 
and  freshen  in  the  sunlight,  a  halt  was  made  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  The 
cavalry  near  by,  gave  some  entertaining  music  with  their  artillery.  Then  and 
before  they  had  accumulated  largely  in  prisoners  from  the  enemy's  stragglers. 
Starting  at  6  o'clock  on  the  9th,  a  march  was  made  to  the  vicinity  of  Boones- 
boro,  where  the  rest  of  the  day  and  part  of  the  night  were  passed  in  line  of 
battle  to  the  right  of  the  pike  towards  the  further  base  of  the  mountains,  sup- 
posed to  he  to  cover  the  gap.  Somewhere  abont  here,  the  cavalry  had  its  affair 
of  the  previous  day.  Off  again  at  6,  out  the  turnpike  to  near  Funkstown,  the 
column  deployed  and  pickets  were  thrown  out  along  the  banks  of  Beaver  creek. 
An  engagement — if  sounds  were  indicative  of  its  importance — waxed  smartly 
well  off  to  the  extreme  right.  The  same  position  was  maintained  on  the  11th, 
and  not  a  single  gun  was  heard  during  all  the  day. 

On  the  12th,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  moved  to  beyond  Funkstown,  and 
the  enemy  was  developed  in  considerable  force  in  the  immediate  front.  The 
.skirmishers  opened  a  scolding  lire  about  5  in  the  afternoon,  and  kept  it  going 
briskly  until  after  dark.  The  affair  assumed  sufficient  pretensions  to  be  ap- 
parently worthy  of  an  appellation  and  ascertaining  the  name  of  the  owner  of 
the  .soil  which  these  trespassers  had  violated  to  be  Ringgold;  it  was  appropri- 
ately christened  as  the  ' '  skirmish  at  '  Kinggold  Farm. '  ' '  This  line  was  main- 
tained all  of  the  13th,  strengthened  by  earthworks  and  held  by  the  usual  bick- 
erings of  the  skirmishers  and  an  occasional  interchange  of  compliments  by  the 
artillerists.  A  general  advance  on  the  14th,  at  8  o'clock,  discovered  the  entire 
withdrawal  of  the  enemy,  and  pressing  on  to  Williamsi)ort.  his  discomfiture 
was  completed  by  his  recrossing  the  Potomac  with  all  that  remained  of  his  de- 
feated army. 

About  Williamsport,  the  names  of  many  Philadelphians  familiar  and  intimate 
friends  at  home  were  announced  as  doing  duty  with  the  Pennsylvania  militia 
in  the  close  vicinity.  They  Were,  however,  not  readily  accessible  afoot  unless 
the  visitor  was  willing  to  take  uj)  his  weary  way  alone  to  catch  a  column,  which 
would  soon  be  fifteen  or  twenty  hours  ahead  of  him,  and  besides  run  the  chances 
of  unknown  guards  and  patrols,  novices  in  their  calling  anxious  for  distinc- 
tion by  the  capture  of  a  wayward  volunteer.  Some,  however,  braved  the  tramp 
and  faced  the  capture,  one  loitering  longer  than  his  fellows,  fell  by  the  way 
side,  not  among  thieves,  but  among  militia.  His  chevrons  had  no  terrors  for 
his  captors  and  secured  him  no  more  exalted  treatment  than  the  common  sol- 
dier. He  was  consigned  to  Baltimore  for  trial,  conviction  and  punishment,  and 
as  a  deeper  ignominy  was  a.ssigned  to  the  .saddle  mule  of  a  six-mule  team  to  da 
the  "  Gee  up,  George  "  for  the  entire  journej'.  But  he  baffled  his  persecutors. 
His  knowledge  of  woodcraft  and  tho  trail  came  to  him  in  the  hour  of  his  direct 
need.  The  train  of  which  his  team  was  a  part  wound  its  way  slowly  along  the 
turnpike  and  over  the  mountains  through  the  daylight  and  into  the  darkness. 
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Wagon  masters  and  guards,  wearied,  liad  ceased  to  be  vigilaut.  Our  erring 
straggler  was  tliough,  ever  watclifui.  He  had  noted  all  along  the  print  of 
many  feet  on  the  dusty  highway,  as  of  marching  men.  Suddenly  just  visible 
iu  the  starlight  the  great  trail  more  marked  because  unbroken  by  wheels, 
turned  full  to  the  right.  This  Was  his  opportunity,  sliding  gently  from  his 
seat  he  let  his  "  George,''  lind  tlieir  way  as  best  they  could  alone,  and  break- 
ing for  the  cover  of  some  friendly  timber  there  breathlessly  awaited  the  last 
neigh  and  rumble  of  his  old  companions.  He  had  struck  the  road  of  the 
column  he  was  in  search  of  and  plodding  along  vigorously,  some  hours  after- 
wards overtook  it.  A  rude  and  harsh  reception  awaited  him,  he  was  disarmed 
nochevroned  and  I  was  about  to  say,  unfrocked,  and  held  for  punishment. 
But,  instead  of  punishment  came  promotion.  This  one  delinquency  was  soon 
forgotten  in  the  recollections  of  many  previous  meritorious  doings.  He  was 
pardoned  for  his  sinning  and  restored  to  duty  with  increased  rank  and  greater 
opportunities.  Whether  his  other  advancements  were  prompted  by  similar 
causes  has  not  yet  been  unfolded. 

From  6.30  until  2  o'clock  on  the  15th,  the  march,  hard,  fatiguing  and  hot, 
progressed  from  Williamsport  to  Boonesboro,  where  in  the  afternoon  there  was 
opportunity  for  roaming  about  the  town  and  changing  diet,  if  appetite  so  sug- 
gested, by  supping  at  the  village  inn.  On  the  16th  the  journey  was  again  re- 
sumed at  5.30,  over  the  familiar  route  down  the  turnpike  through  Middletown 
to  a  right-hand  dirt  road,  leading  off  towards  Berlin  and  the  Potomac.  It  was 
well  on  to  6  o'clock  when  the  halt  was  made  near  Petersville,  and  continued 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  at  5  o'clock,  awaiting  the  laying  of  the  pon- 
toons. Then  the  movement  was  premature,  prompted  either  by  an  over-anxiety 
for  alertness  or  a  mistaken  report  as-to  the  readiness  of  the  bridge.  Comfortable 
camps  on  the  hillsides  were  exchanged  for  the  mists  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  a  bivouac  necessitated  on  its  banks  ;  again  an  unnecessary  rout  up  at  5 
o'clock  and  still  because  the  bridge  was  incomplete  or  other  trcftps  had  priority, 
no  crossing  was  effected  until  9.  So  on  Sunday,  the  19th  of  July,  after  just 
three  weeks  operations  north  of  the  river,  the  army  was  back  again  over  the 
stream  whose  name  it  bore,  settled  as  an  army  permanently  in  Virginia  until 
it  should  complete  the  work  which  called  it  into  being.  Out  over  the  same 
road  used  in  1862,  through  Loudoun  county,  some  eight  miles,  brought  on  the 
night's  bivouac  at  Wheatland.  A  detail  of  commissioned  officers  and  enlisted 
men  was  here  made  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  to  secure  for  the 
regiment  its  share  of  the  recruits  then  being  procured  in  the  North  under  the 
operations  of  conscription  and  substitution.  During  the  night  a  large  barn  was 
destroyed  by  five,  the  result  of  accident  or  vandalism.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
the  latter.  Justice  demands  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  a  reputation  so  free 
from  looting,  marauding,  pilfering  or  destruction  either  maliciously  or  from 
necessities  as  to  rate  it  in  this  behalf  one  of  the  best  disciplined  of  any  Anglo- 
Saxon  army  of  modem  times.  Started  on  the  20th,  at  10  o'clock,  and  after  a 
light  and  easy  tramp  of  ten  miles,  halted  near  Beaver  Dam  near  the  eastern 
foot  of  the  Blue  Kidge,  for  this  and  the  21st.  The  marches  were  now  light 
though  the  heat  was  oppressive;  on  the  32d,  eight  miles  to  Rectortown  Cross 
Roads,  and  on  the  23d,  ten  miles,  to  White  Plains,  and  on  the  25th,  six  miles, 
concluded  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  as  history  now  computes  it  in  time  and 
locality,  at  Warrentown.  There,  on  the  Waterloo  road,  on  a  wooded  knoll 
overlooking  this  attractive  hamlet,  the  county  seat  of  Fauquier,  the  command 
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retained  an  unusual  summer  permanency.  In  the  six  weeks  after  leaving  the 
Rappahannock,  it  had  marched  about  three  hundred  and  thirtj'-seven  miles. 
And  here  it  is  well  for  the  purpose  and  occasion  to  conclude  this  homely  sum- 
mary, submitted  to  those  who  may  be  able  from  these  generalizations  to  carry 
out  in  memory  their  full  recollections  of  those  days  of  "  all  of  which  they  were 
and  part  of  which  they  saw." 

The  indispensable  soldierly  discipline  is  neither  harsh  in  its  exactions  nor 
rude  in  its  enforcement.  Obedience  is  not  servitude.  The  soldier  is  as  free  as 
the  citizen.  The  duty  demanded  by  obedience,  the  discipline  exacted  in  or- 
o-anization,  is  but  akin  to  a  duty  and  discipline  required  for  success  in  the 
thrifty  pursuits  of  all  life's  ventures.  And  the  American  volunteer  quickly 
comprehends  that  in  his  enlistment  he  has  sacrificed  none  of  his  manhood,  lost 
none  of  his  individuality.  He  knows  that  though  he  may  think,  and  move,  and 
act  as  free  as  he  would  in  any  enterprise  where  his  manhood  had  been  pledged 
for  its  accomplishment,  yet  intelligent  direction  is  essential  to  unite  these  in- 
dividualities into  organization,  which  shall  weld  and  mould  and  build  great 
armies  into  that  complete  solidity  that  may  fit  them  for  the  real  business  of 
war.  It  is  this  conviction,  which  nerves  and  strengthens  him  for  the  stern 
hardships  of  his  self-sought  calling  and  braves  him  to  an  endurance  of  invinci- 
bility. Descended  from  a  Saxon  ancestry,  which  never  yielded  its  ground  or 
lost  its  line,  except  to  soldiers  of  its  own  race,  he  is  ready  to  maintain  the  re- 
cord of  his  blood  and  intensify  the  reputation  of  his  sires  by  unwavering 
courage  against  attack  and  invincible  brilliancy  in  assault.  As  he  yields 
thus  readily  to  discipline,  he  early  acquires  the  tactical  rudiments  and  soon 
learns  that  the  true  end  and  aim  of  his  occupation  is  to  fight.  Intuitively, 
brave,  naturally  asserting,  his  boldness  increases,  his  assertion  strengthens  as 
he  finds  the  principles,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  his  life,  if  need  be,  shall 
be  the  forfeit,  warred  against  by  foemen,  with  steel  and  lead  and  iron  in  death 
and  wounds  and  blood.  Generous  impulsive  patriotism  is  supported  by  the 
stern  determination  of  resolution,  and  patriotic  and  resolute  he  continues  vig- 
orous until  the  true  end  shall  declare  the  right  and  the  full  purpose  of  liis 
mission  be  concluded  in  the  triumph  of  his  opinions.  He  is  abusive  to  ma- 
ligners,  intolerant  against  the  shirker,  he  seeks  companionship  only  among  the 
worthy,  and  rids  the  service  of  its  drones  by  contemptuous  neglect  of  their 
associations.  The  tremor  of  anxiety  in  the  first  shock  of  conflict  Is  mastered 
to  a  veteran  maturity  as  an  early  requirement.  He  readily  adjusts  himself 
to  the  necessities  of  the  field  and  his  physical  endurance  responds  successfully 
to  the  changes  of  his  condition.  He  overcomes  his  diflficultiesby  his  patience, 
surmounts  his  obstacles  with  his  experience,  meets  his  dangers  with  his  forti- 
tude. His  ardent  zeal  is  his  animation,  his  earnest  purpose  his  enthusiasm. 
His  ambition  fades  with  the  return  of  peace,  his  fame  endures  with  the  honors 
he  has  won,  his  glories  vanish  with  the  subjugation  of  his  foes  and,  bowing  to 
the  law  his  valor  has  sustained,  he  finds  his  home  in  a  citizenship  he  has 
helped  make  secure.  Such  was  the  American  volunteer,  such  is  the  strength 
of  the  Nation. 

But  may  it  be  the  judgment  of  the  mighty  Providence  in  the  majesty  of  his 
infinite  wisdom  and  the  abundance  of  his  inscrutable  justice  to  irrevocably 
decree  that  war  shall  be  no  more. 
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DKDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

121^^  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  ii,  1889 
ADDRESS  OF  BREVKT-CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  G.  ROSENGARTEN 

OFFICERS  and  soldiers  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first,  comrades 
and  Mends  : — We  are  met  together  to-day,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Com- 
■  monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  review  the  memories  of  that  great 
battle  fought  here  in  1863.  We  stand  again  at  the  spot  made  memor- 
able by  the  gallant  resistance  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-flrgt  to  over- 
whelming numbers.  A  modest  monument  marks  the  point  on  which  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-first,  together  with  the  other  regiments  with  which  it  was 
brigaded,  under  its  own  conimander.  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle,  bravely  awaited 
the  onset.  Led  by  Major  Alexander  Biddle,  the  regiment  was  worthy  of  its 
leaders,  and  to-day,  after  the  lapse  of  long  years,  u,  little  band  of  survivors 
gather  here  to  join  their  comrades  of  other  Pennsylvania  regiments  in  com- 
memorating the  deeds  and  the  men  of  that  day.  Fortunately  we  have  the 
story  as  it  was  told  with  characteristic  modesty  by  those  two  gallant  soldiers, 
and  their  words  will  recall  to  you  the  events  of  the  battle.  Colonel  Chapman 
Biddle,  in  his  address  before  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  on  March 
8,  1880,  said:  "The  First  Brigade  of  Doubleday's  Division,  was  under  my 
command,  and  consisted  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first.  One  hundred 
and  forty-second  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Twentieth  New  York  State  Infantry.  Cooper's  Battery  B,  First  Pennsylvania 
Artillery,  had  on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  been  attached  to  the  brigade.  On 
that  morning,  as  soon  as  the  pickets  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  could 
be  withdrawn,  the  infantry  and  artillery  were  marched  from  the  roads  at  Ross 
White's,  which  lie  between  Marsh  and  Middle  creeks,  along  the  Nunemaher 
Mill  road  to  Gettysburg,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles.  When  within  a 
mile  of  the  town,  the  sound  of  heavy  firing  to  the  northwest  indicated  that  a 
sharp  engagement  was  already  in  progress.  The  brigade  was,  in  consequence, 
rapidly  pushed  across  the  fields  to  open  ground,  a  short  distance  north  of  the 
Hagerstown  road,  and  about  a  third  of  a  mile  west  of  the  Seminary  and  there 
formed,  a  little  before  11  a.  m.,  on  the  e.xtreme  left  of  the  general  line  of  battle. 
The  battery  was  immediately  placed  in  position',  and  its  fire  directed  towards 
the  northwest,  to  the  left  of  the  woods  in  which  the  First  Division  was  then 
engaged.  Upwards  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  front  were  woods  nearly 
parallel  with  the  line  of  battle,  and  between,  somewhat-  to  the  left,  a  housj 
and  large  stone  barn,  the  latter  of  which  was  afterwards  used  as  a  cover  for  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters.  To  protect  the  battery  from  the  annoyance  which  the 
sharpshooters  occasioned,  a  company  of  sharpshooters  was  sent  from  the 
Twentieth  New  York,  who,  readily  driving  the  men  off,  occupied  their  shelter. 
Later  in  the  day,  towards  3  p.  m.,  Pettigrew's  Brigade  of  North  Carolina 
troops,  Heth's  Division,  Hill's  Corps,  advancing  in  two  lines,  and  in  perfect 
order,  commenced  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Federal  line 
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held  by  the  First  Brigade.  Of  the  four  small  regiments  composing  the  brigade,, 
the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fii-st  had  been  detached  about  2.30  to  be  held  in  re- 
serve, and  was  posted  near  the  seminary  grove,  until  it  was  sent  forward  sub- 
sequently to  occupy  the  gap  between  Meredith's  and  my  (Biddle's)  brigade. 
Notwithstanding  the  great  disparity  iu  numbers  between  the  contending  forces, 
and  that  the  left  of  the  Federal  line  was  partly  outflanked,  the  position  was 
maintained  with  spirit  for  a  considerable  time  under  a  severe,  direct  and  oblique 
fire,  and  until,  being  without  support,  the  fragments  of  the  four  regiments 
were  compelled  to  retire,  towards  4  p.  m.,  to  a  partial  cover  on  the  edge  of  the 
town,  close  to  and  west  of  the  Seminary,  where  they  continued  to  resist  the 
progress  of  the  enemy,  until  the  batteries  and  most  of  the  Union  troops  had 
withdrawn  to  Cemetery  Hill ;  then,  as  the  enemy  were  swarming  in  on  the  left, 
they  fell  back  to  the  same  point,  reforming  iu  the  rear  of  its  crest. 

The  admirable  behavior  of  the  men  and  officers  of  the  brigade,  may,  to  some 
e.xtent  be  inferred,  for  out  of  1,287  officers  and  men,  who  went  into  action  as 
the  First  Brigade,  of  the  Third  Division,  of  the  First  Corps,  four  hundred  and 
forty  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  missing, 
leaving  as  its  effective  strength  at  the  close  of  the  first  days'  battle,  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety  officers  and  men." 

Thus  simply  did  he  tell  the  story  of  the  brigade  led  by  him,  and  of  his  and 
our  regiment,  and  to  it  let  me  add  tihe  narrative  prepared  by  Colonel  Alexander 
Biddle,  who  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  in  that  eventful  day,  July  1, 1863. 

Colonel  Alexander  Biddle,  who  commanded  the  regiment  on  the  1st  of  July, 
in  his  narrative,  states  that  "on  the  night  of  June  30,  it  consisted  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  muskets  and  seven  line  officers  present  for  duty,  its  strength  be- 
ing thus  reduced  by  details  for  artillery,  ambulance  and  commissariat  service, 
and  a  full  company  at  corps  headquarters.  It  was  the  leading  regiment  of  the 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division  (Doubleday's),  First  Corps  (Reynolds'),  and  as 
such  on  outpost  duty  on  a  line  extending  eastwardly  and  westwardly  from  Eoss 
White's  cross-roads  about  eight  miles  from  Gettysburg,  the  left  of  the  picket 
line  being  near  farmer  Topper's  house.  The  night  passed  without  alarm,  but 
with  early  morning  a  division  staff-officer,  Lieutenant  Lambdin,  of  Company  H, 
One  hundred  and  twenty-first,  came  with  orders  to  draw  in  the  pickets  and 
march,  giving  directions  to  promptly  engage  the  enemy  wherever  met,  and 
stating  the  probability  of  a  battle  near  Gettysburg.  The  pickets  were  hurriedly 
collected,  but  before  they  had  all  returned,  the  brigade  was  on  its  march,  a 
company  of  sharpshooters  leading,  then  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  with 
skirmishers  thrown  out  on  both  flanks,  Colonel  Chapman  Eiddle  of  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty -first  commanding.  The  march  continued  on  a  beautifully 
clear  morning  for  some  hours.  At  last  the  sound  of  firing  was  heard  to  the 
front  and  left.  A  bridge  was  passed  and  the  regiment  turned  to  the  left,  pass- 
ing along  the  dry  bed  and  banks  of  a  stream,  then  turned  to  the  right  and 
ascended  a  ravine.  It  was  not  then  known  that  the  battery  and  regiments  in  the 
rear  had  been  met  by  staff-officers  and  hurried  on  through  Gettysburg  to  the 
field.  As  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  reached  the  head  of  the  ravine,  it 
came  out  on  the  Hagerstown  road,  on  the  crest  of  a  slight  ridge  west  of  Gettys- 
burg, among  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry.  The  enemy's  line  was  clearly  seen 
about  1,000  yards  to  the  Avest,  extendingout  of  a  wood  into  an  open  field  where 
the  men  were  lying  down,  and  both  artillery  and  mnsketry  fire  was  going  on 
to  the  nortli.     (Jn  the  edge  of  an  open  wood  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of 
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■battle  facing  west;  to  the  north  General  Eeynolds  was  seen  in  the  open  llelds 
near  a  wood.  Soon  an  order  came  to  move  on  to  the  north  and  form  ou  the  left 
of  the  First  Division.  The  brigade  was  brought  together  and  continued  in  this 
position  for  several  hours,  sometimes  in  line  of  battle,  patiently  waiting  attack, 
sometimes  in  echelon  of  regiments,  sometimes  moving  up  and  over  the  summit 
of  the  western  ridge,  sometimes  changing  front  to  the  north,  a  fire  of  shells  from 
time  to  time  breaking  in  the  wood  or  harmlessly  passing  beyond  the  position. 
At  last  an  advance  of  the  enemy  was  distinctly  seen  from  the  north,  a  line  of 
men  came  out  of  the  woods,  advanced,  seemed  to  falter  and  be  taken  up  by 
another  stronger  line,  which  moved  forward  with  heavy  firing.  During  this, 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  was  ordered  to  change  front  to  the  north,  and 
move  to  the  right,  and  the  regiment  took  its  assigned  position  in  rear  of  a 
battery,  under  a  lively  fire  from  the  enemy's  shells.  It  was  again  ordered  to 
change  front  to  the  west,  which  it  did,  moving  by  the  left  flank  to  the  south 
and  from  which  it  was  ordered  to  deploy  to  the  left  and  south  to  meet  the  enemy 
advancing  from  the  west.  To  effect  this  it  was  obliged  to  pass  in  rear  of  a 
battery,  firing  on  the  approaching  enemy,  and  to  form  on  the  extreme  left  of 
the  brigade.  As  it  executed  this  movement,  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  was  seen 
advancing  diagonally  to  gain  a  position  well  beyond  the  left  flank,  and  another 
moving  directly  upon  the  position  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  was 
marching  to.  It  reached  this  point  before  the  enemy,  moved  forward  to  the 
crest  of  the  ridge  until  obstructed  by  !>■  fence,  but  was  in  time  to  deliver  the 
first  fire,  the  fence  preventing  the  possibility  of  a  charge.  The  firing  was  con- 
tinued by  file.  Overwhelmed  with  the  fire  from  the  flank,  this  small  force  of 
less  than  three  full  companies  retained  the  position  vmtil  the  battery  had  safelj' 
retired  and  nothing  but  a  barren  field  was  left  to  their  opponents.  Major  Asli- 
worth,  left  wounded  on  the  field,  reported  that  only  scattered  men  passed  him. 
The  remnant  of  the  regiment  fell  back  with  the  colors  to  the  Seminary,  the 
color-sergeant,  Harvey,  carrying  the  colors  and  their  staff  shot  into  three  pieces 
in  his  hands.  The  contest  at  this  new  position  was  obstinately  maintained, 
and  while  suffering  severely,  the  thinning  of  our  opponents  was  perceptible, 
the  line  of  the  enemy  extending  beyond  the  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
first  so  that  it  was  in  danger  of  being  wholly  cut  off.  At  or  near  this  point 
most  of  our  missing  men  were  lost,  the  main  body  with  broken  troops,  artillery 
and  ambulances,  retreated  along  the  road  towards  and  through  Gettysburg  to 
Oemetery  Hill,  where  the  troops  were  reformed,  the  men  of  the  One  hundred 
and  twenty-first  receiving  from  an  ordnance  officer  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  cart- 
ridges for  eighty-two  men,  out  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  who  marched  to 
Gettysburg  in  the  morning.  Captain  William  Whit  Dorr,  of  Company  K  was 
the  only  line  officer  unhurt.  Quiet  gradually  settled  upon  the  hill,  and  the 
evening  was  passed  by  the  men  singing  hymns  as  they  rested  on  their  arms  in 
view  of  the  possibilities  of  the  morrow."  Thus  the  surviving  field  officer. 
Colonel  Alexander  Biddle,  tells  the  story  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first 
on  that  memorable  1st  of  July,  1863,  and  the  monument  marks  its  losses  in 
holding  the  extreme  left  of  the  Union  line.  Twenty  were  killed  or  died  of 
their  wounds,  ninety-eight  -were  wounded,  sixty-one  missing.  At  no  time  was 
there  any  panic,  and  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  showed  throughout 
steadiness,  alacrity  and  willingness  in  doing  all  that  was  required  of  them. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  survivors  to  perpetuate  and  preserve  the  record  of  tliat 
day.     The  colonel  himself,  in  command  of  the  brigade,  by  his  example,  riding 
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along  Ihe  line  between  the  two  fires  encouraging  his  men,  held  them  as  if  spell- 
bound, until  all  the  other  troops  had  abandoned  the  field,  and  until  the  artillery- 
had  ample  opportunity  to  withdraw,  and  even  until  the  enemy  with  its  over- 
whelming superiority  of  numbers,  had  already  overlapped  the  flanks  and  were 
filing  around  to  the  rear.  In  a  letter  written  by  him  on  the  2d  of  July,  lie 
says,  "yesterday  we  had  a  sharp  engagement  with  the  rebels  just  outside  the 
town  (of  Gettysburg),  which  lasted  for  some  hours.  The  enemy  had  quite  a  large 
force,  much  greater  than  ours.  Our  divi.sion  was  on  the  extreme  left.  Being 
in  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  I  was  assigned  to  a  position  on  the  left  of 
all.  My  force  consisted  of  four  regiments,  all  very  small  however.  "We  were 
opposed  by  at  least  eight  large  regiments,  who  entirely  outflanked  us  and  com- 
pelled us  to  return  to  the  edge  of  the  town,  when,  getting  under  some  slight 
cover,  we  held  cur  ground  for  some  time,  long  enough  to  let  the  troops  move 
into  a  new  position,  we  retiring  with  the  rest.  My  horse  was  shot,  I  was 
struck  by  a  round  ball  on  the  back  of  the  head,  but  only  slightly  wounded. 
When  the  horse  was  struck,  he  reared  and  threw  me  and  fell  over  himself,  but 
fortunately  fell  on  the  side  from  me."  Thus  mode.stly  and  characteristically 
does  Colonel  Biddle  speak  of  himself  Of  his  officers,  and  especially  of  Ash- 
worth,  Ruth  and  Sterling,  all  severely  wounded,  and  of  the  men  he  speaks, 
but  simply  as  if  he  and  theyand  all  had  simply  done  their  duty.  The  stand 
made  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  at  the  Lutheran  Seminary  was 
under  the  circumstances  something  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  By  that 
time  the  troops  were  considerably  demoralized,  and  the  bulk  of  them  well  on 
their  way  to  Cemetery  Hill.  The  halt  in  the  woods  at  the  Seminary  showed 
the  mettle  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  and  a  steadiness,  after  long  and 
exhausting  exposure  under  fire  from  an  overwhelming  and  outflanking  force, 
that  could  not  be  surpassed.  The  defense  of  this  position,  prolonged  until  the 
great  body  of  troops  had  passed  to  the  rear,  saved  many  thousands  from  cap- 
ture, and  the  loss  inflicted  on  the  enemy  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first, 
while  it  was  thus  held  at  bay.  must  have  been  very  considerable,  as  the  thin- 
T)ing  out  of  their  ranks  was  plainly  seen.  How  the  little  remnant  of  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty -first  ever  got  away  from  there  without  capture,  is  still 
hard  to  explain.  After  a  hard  march,  exposed  at  one  time  to  an  enfilading  fire, 
afterwards  sheltered  only  by  a  rough  barricade  of  fence  rails  hastily  thrown 
together,  what  was  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  clung  to  this  defen- 
sive line  and  made  it  an  offensive  position  until  further  efforts  were  useless,  and 
then  slowly  and  in  an  orderly  way  moved  to  its  assigned  position  in  the  rear 
at  Cemetery  Hill. 

Such  is  in  brief  the  story  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first,  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1863,  and  it  well  deserves  the  enduring  record  made  upon  the  granite 
shaft  that  marks  its  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Union  line,  its  heroic 
defense  and  its  gallant  resistance,  until  defense  was  impossible  and  resistance 
at  an  end.  On  that  monument  stands  forth  the  name  of  Colonel  Chapman 
Biddle,  the  colonel  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first,  a  man  whose  heroic 
courage,  noble  character,  unselfish  devotion  to  duty,  and  sacrifice  in  defense  of 
the  Union  entitle  him  to  our  affection,  esteem  and  lasting  gratitude.  Clement 
Biddle,  the  grandfiither  of  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle,  is  known  in  local  annals 
as  the  Quaker  soldier.  Born  in  Philadelphia,  in  1740,  descended  from  early 
Quaker  settlers  of  New  Jersey,  he  was  bought  up  strictly  in  the  tenets  of  his 
sect.     In  1764  he  headed  a  company  of  Quakers  to  put  down  the  Paxton  boys 
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who  were  murderiug  iuoffensive  Indians.  He  was  a  signer  of  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement  of  1765,  and  when  the  Kevolntion  was  impending,  organized  a 
Quaker  company  of  volunteers.  In  1777  he  was  elected  deputy  quartermaster 
by  Congress.  After  the  battle  of  Trenton,  he  was  sent  by  Washington  to  re- 
ceive  the  swords  of  the  Hessian  officers.  He  was  present  at  the  battles  of 
Princeton,  Germantown,  Brandywine  and  Monmouth  and  at  Valley  Forge. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington  United  States  Marshal  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1794  he 
took  part  in  the  suppression  of  the  whisky  insurrection,  and  died  in  Philadel- 
phia, July  14,  1814.  His  sou  Clement  Corwell  Biddle  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  1784  and  died  there  in  1855.  He  entered  the  navy  in  his  youth,  re- 
signed and  studied  law,  and  in  1807,  in  anticipation  of  war  with  England,  en- 
tered the  army  as  Ciiptain  of  dragoons.  He  resigned  when  peace  seemed  reas- 
sured, but  on  the  outbreak  of  hosilities,  in  1812,  he  raised  the  State  Fencibles, 
was  elected  Its  captain  and  subsequently  colonel  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. The  war  overhe  returned  tocivil  life,  was  adiligentstudentof  econom- 
ical and  financial  questions,  and  was  consulted  as  an  authority  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Colonel  Chapman  Biddle  inherited  from  his  father  and  his  grandfather 
the  manly  virtues  that  made  him  a  soldier  worthy  of  every  honor.  What  he 
was  iu  the  field  we  who  served  under  him  can  never  forget,  and  the  same  thor- 
ough conscientious  discharge  of  every  duty  that  distinguished  him  in  the  field 
marked  his  whole  life,  so  that  alike  in  war  and  iu  peace  he  was  an  example 
worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  Chapman  Biddle  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
January  22,  1822,  the  youngest  son  of  the  late  Colonel  Clement  C.  Biddle. 
Colonel  Clement  Biddle  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  managing  with  marked  success 
the  Philadelpliia  Saving  Fund,  which  owed  much  to  his  forethought  and  watch- 
ful care.  His  sons,  George  W.,  now  the  leader  of  the  Philadelphia  bar,  the  late 
Dr.  John  B.  Biddle.  n,  distinguished  practitioner  and  teacher  of  medicine,  and 
Chapman,  were  all  educated  at  St.  Mary's  College,  Baltimore.  Chapman 
graduated  at  a  very  early  age,  and  after  a  short  experience  in  a  counting  house, 
showed  so  much  business  ability  that  he  was  made  supercargo  and  sent  to 
South  America.  Avhere  he  attended  to  his  various  duties  with  marked  ability 
and  energy.  On  his  return  home  he  studied  law  in  the  oflice  of  his  older 
brother,  George  W.  Biddle,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  iu  1848,  steadily  grow- 
ing into  successful  practice,  and  both  in  his  office  as  counselor  and  in  court  win- 
ning reputation  for  thoroughness  and  ability.  Chairman  Biddle  had,  of  course, 
the  advantage  of  an  admirable  home  and  the  training  that  comes  with  it,  went 
to  the  capital  school  of  Doctor  Wylie  and  Doctor  Eagles,  famous  for  their  dis- 
cipline and  their  instruction.  He  was  a  diligent,  painstaking  boy,  always  and 
easily  maintaining  a  good  record.  At  fourteen  he  went  to  St.  Mary's  College, 
where  he  spent  four  years  full  of  admirable  results,  and  steadily  growing  in  the 
eyes  of  teachers  and  fellow-pupils.  On  his  return  home,  he  went  into  the  count- 
ing house  of  his  cousin,  Clement  Biddle  Barclay,  at  whose  suggestion  Chapman, 
young  as  he  was,  was  sent  to  Montevideo  as  supercargo.  On  the  long  sailing 
journey  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  Spanish  with  characteristic  persever- 
ance and  thoroughness,  so  that  he  mastered  it  sufficiently  to  make  good  use  of 
of  it  for  his  business  needs.  Always  afterwards  he  kept  up  his  knowledge  of 
the  language,  and  this  and  his  acquaintance  with  other  languages  stood  him 
in  good  stead  in  his  later  professional  life  and  in  his  journeys  abroad,  as  well 
as  in  the  pleasant  interchange  of  acquaintance  with  foreigners  visiting  here. 
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On  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  he  carried  out  his  long  cherished  purpose,  and 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  oiifice  of  his  older  brother,  George  W.  Biddle, 
Esq.  His  business  training  made  him  a  thorough  accountant,  and  his  accuracy 
and  painstaking  mastery  of  detail  enabled  him  to  apply  himself  especially  to 
the  management  of  trusts,  the  disentangling  of  complicated  estates,  and  the 
general  duties  of  a  counselor,  rather  than  to  the  more  shining  branches  of  the 
profession.  Still  he  won  the  confidence  of  the  bench  and  the  bar  as  well  as  of 
numerous  important  clients,  by  his  management  of  their  business,  by  advising 
'  the  best  method  ot  avoiding  litigation,  and  by  persistently  making  the  best 
use  of  every  possible  means  to  secure  a  successful  result  when  it  was  necessary 
to  appeal  to  a  jury  or  to  a  court  in  hanc.  His  arguments  were  clear  and  strong, 
terse  and  exhaustive,  and  his  mastery  of  facts  and  of  the  law  was- always  com- 
plete. His  professional  career  included  a  term  of  service  as  counsel  for  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  and  for  other  corporations  and  to  all  his  assistance  was 
of  the  highest  value. 

The  mother  of  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle  was  Mary  Searle  Barclay,  the  daughter 
of  John  Barclay,  Esq.,  the  sixth  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  an  old  merchant,  the 
son  of  a  leading  citizen,  one  of  the  great  merchants  of  his  day.  Mrs.  Biddle 
lived  to  see  her  sons  leaders  in  their  respective  professions  and  proud  in  them; 
a  devoted,  affectionate  and  a  loyal  trust  that  comforted  her  in  her  widowhood 
and  old  age.  The  Barclays  are  of  that  Scotch-Irish  stock  which  has  contributed 
so  many  well-known  names  to  every  branch  of  Philadelphia  reputation,  and  the 
McCalls,  the  Billings,  the  Meades  were  all  their  kith  and  kin.  The  Biddies 
are  of  English  origin,  and  the  union  of  the  two  races  made  a  strong  and  noble 
family.  The  grandmother  of  Chapman  Biddle  was  Miss  Cornell,  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  where  that  name  is  still  remembered  as  that  of  an  old  family  of 
importance.  This  name  Chapman  was  that  of  his  uncle,  Doctor  Nathaniel 
Chapman,  one  of  the  great  lights  of  medicine  in  Philadelphia  and  one  still  borne 
by  his  grandson  who  has  again  illustrated  many  of  the  qualities  that  made'  his 
ancestor  famous.  A  cousin  of  Colonel  Biddle's  is  Clement  Biddle  Barclay,  who 
is  so  affectionately  remembered  for  his  devotion  to  the  interests  and  comfort  of 
the  soldiers  in  the  field,  who  sacrificed  his  own  ease  to  bring  to  them  aid  and 
assistance  ;  who  brought  light  and  life  to  many  sick  and  wounded,  cared  for  the 
dying  and  was  ready  to  succor  their  families.  Thus,  on  all  sides,  by  blood,  and 
birth,  anddescent,  by  training  and  association,  Chapman  Biddle  was  a  thorough 
Philadelphian,true  to  the  traditions  of  hisname,and  always  ready  to  do  his  duty. 
What  he  sacrificed  in  taking  up  arms  and  leading  a  regiment  to  the  front  and 
in  the  service  is  too  sacred  to  be  spoken  of,  and  yet  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
by  all  who  think  of  him.  Singularly  reticent  in  all  matters  of  personal  concern, 
he  was  full  of  sympathy  for  others,  helpful  to  them  in  their  trials,  ready  to  give 
aid,  and  counsel  and  substantial  help.  He  was  absolutely  indifferent  to  that 
sort  of  notoriety  which  is  so  often  mistaken  for  reputation,  and,  in  war  and  in 
peace,  his  only  standard  was  that  of  duty,  and  from  that  he  never  swerved  ou 
any  point. 

Colonel  Chapman  Biddle  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  a  military  organi- 
zation, commanded  by  the  late  Judge  John  Cadwalader,  and  when  the  war 
broke  out,  he  was  himself  elected  captain  of  a  company  of  artillery,  which  he 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency.  He  was  afterwards  empowered  to  raise  a 
regiment  of  volunteers  for  three  years'  service,  and  was  appointed  colonel  of 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty -first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.     It  was  completed 
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by  consolidation  witli  tlie  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  Colonel  E.  AV.  Davis 
of  the  latter  was  made  lientenant-colonel,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander 
Biddle  major.  Prom  the  day  it  was  mustered  in,  Colonel  Biddle  was  heartily 
seconded  hy  Major,  afterwards  Colonel  Alexander  Biddle,  in  putting  his  regi- 
ment on  a  high  plane  of  efficiency  and  discipline.  After  a  brief  stay  in  camp 
at  Chestnut  Hill,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Washington,  and  there  placed  in  a 
provisional  brigade  under  Casey  and  General  Humphreys,  in  succession,  and 
both  the  Biddies  were  complimented  by  those  veteran  soldiers  for  the  excellent 
drill  and  thorough  training  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-flrst.  Finally  it 
was  assigned  a  place  in  Porter's  Corps  and  marched  through  Maryland  to  An- 
tietam,  where  it  was  assigned  to  Meade's  Brigade  of  Reynolds'  Division,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Reserves.  It  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg and  the  brilliant  success  of  this,  its  iirst  engagement,  its  baptism  of 
fire,  secured  it  a  strong  place  in  the  good  opinion  of  all  the  general  officers, 
under  whom  it  served  in  succession.  At  Gettysburg  it  bore  its  part  iri  the  he- 
roic struggle  of  the  first  day's  fight  against  overwhelming  numbers.  Colonel 
Biddle  remained  in  the  field  in  spite  of  broken  health  and  against  the  entreaties 
and  advice  of  his  medical  advisers  and  of  his  friends,  enduring  the  hardship 
and  exposure  of  the  winter  of  1863,  until  he  was  finally  forced  to  resign  on  De- 
cember 10,  when  he  returned  to  Philadelphia  and  slowly  regained  his  health 
and  strength.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession  but  always  kept  a 
close  watch  on  his  old  regiment,  and  at  all  times  showed  an  affectionate  interest 
and  regard  tor  all  who  had  served  with  him,  generously  assisting  them  and 
their  families,  and  maintaining  a  friendly  intercourse  with  them.  He  was  a 
diligent  student  of  military  history,  and  followed  with  sympathy  the  operations 
of  the  army  of  which  he  had  been  an  active  ofi&eer. 

To  his  exertions  is  largely  due  the  bronze  heroic  statue  of  Reynolds  at 
Gettysburg,  the  tribute  of  the  First  Corps,  at  whose  head  he  fell  at  Gettysburg. 
Equally  characteristic  of  his  thoroughness  in  mastering  all  the  details  of  mili- 
tary history  is  his  address  on  "The  First  Day  of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg," 
delivered  on  March  8,  1880,  before  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  It 
is  a  complete  history  in  itself  and  has  been  praised  by  very  high  and  compe- 
tent authority.  Of  his  own  distinguished  part  in  the  battle  he  says  little,  yet 
it  was  marked  by  personal  gallantry  and  rare  military  ability.  For  many 
years  his  professional  occupation  at  the  bar  engiossed  his  time  and  strength. 
In  addition  to  his  large  private  practice  and  the  management  of  many  impor- 
tant estates,  he  was  for  several  years  the  counsel  for  the  Pennsylvania  railroad, 
until  failing  health  and  other  pressing  duties  obliged  him  to  resign  that  im- 
portant position.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  Fairmount  Park  Art  Asso- 
ciation, and  to  his  good  taste,  substantial  help  and  wise  counsel  the  park  owes 
some  of  its  finest  art  works. 

His  death  at  the  early  age  of  fifty-nine,  was  sorely  mourned,  both  by  his 
family,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  and  hy  his  large  circle  of  friends. 
At  his  funeral  there  gathered  men  of  all  professions  and  pursuits,  and  his  old 
regiment  was  largely  represented.  In  him  tlie  bar  lost  one  of  its  ablest  mem- 
.bers,  the  city  one  of  its  most  useful  citizens,  the  state  a  distinguished  soldier, 
the  country  a  tried  patriot.  Among  the  numerous  testimonials  of  regret  at  his 
loss  none  were  more  truthful,  earnest  and  heartfelt  than  that  of  the  survi^-ors 
of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-iJrst.  It  expressed  their  sense  of  his  merits  in 
these  words:  "His  energy  in  raising  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first,  his 
42 
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ability  in  disciplining  it,  his  gallantry  in  leading  it  in  battle,  his  zeal  and  en- 
durance in  its  hard  service,  have  made  his  reputation  as  a  soldier  one  that  can 
never  be  forgotten  by  his  comrades.  His  military  qualities  were  of  a  high 
order  of  excellence,  gaining  the  confidence  of  his  command  and  the  approval 
of  his  general  officers.  His  courage  in  battle  was  characteristic  of  the  name  he 
bore,  and  his  patience  under  physical  suffering  was  heroic  in  a  high  degree. 
His  care  of  his  men  in  the  field,  on  the  march,  in  camp,  in  battle,  in  hospital, 
was  incessant  and  untiring.  Even  after  ill  health  forced  him  to  resign,  he 
maintained  his  interest  in  them  and  he  watched  over  their  welfare  and  their 
widows  and  orphans,  and  long  after  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  he  was 
always  ready  to  help  its  members  or  their  families."  The  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  the  First  Corps  Association,  the  Historical  Society,  and  many 
private  associations  and  individuals  joined  in  expressions  of  profound  sorrow 
for  his  death,  sympathy  for  his  family,  and  sense  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  such 
a  man.  The  tie  that  bound  him  to  the  men  of  his  regiment  was  not  severed  by 
his  death,  for  h's  son  always  took  his  father's  place  in  their  regard,  and  in  the 
short  years  of  his  life  prematurely  cut  off,  he  was  looked  on  as  the  successor  in 
their  good  will,  and  he  returned  it  by  a  friendly  interest  in  all  that  related  to 
their  service  under  Colonel  Biddle.  It  was  he  who,  on  July  2,  1886,  made  an 
address  at  the  unveiling  of  the  regimental  monument  at  Gettysburg,  which 
forms  part  of  the  record  of  that  day,  so  full  of  interest  for  the  One  hundred 
and  twenty-first.  How  many  are  gone  of  those  who  helped  to  win  for  it  the 
good  opinion  of  its  successive  commanders.  Who  can  forget  Dorr,  that  gallant 
soldier,  pure  Christian,  watchful  officer  and  brave  leader?  Dear  Harry  Lamb- 
din,  so  full  of  heroism,  of  energy  and  of  fire,  with  a  spirit  only  too  strong  for 
his  frail  body.  Ash  worth,  whose  whole  life  was  an  example  worthy  of  the  deep- 
est reverence.  Barclay,  Jungericb,  Sterling,  Brickley,  all  fell  in  action  or  died 
of  their  wounds,  and  all  merit  that  affection  which  is  still  so  warmly  cherished 
for  their  memory  by  their  comrades.  S.  P.  Jones,  William  Graham,  William 
Hard}',  the  Cowplanda,  Herpst.  Winkworth,  Bingham,  Bates,  McCoy,  Childs, 
McTaggart,  Allen,  Barlow,  Weikel,  Knight,  McPherson  and  Branson,  were  all 
praised  by  Colonel  Biddle  in  his  official  report.  Ruth,  and  Pippet,  and  Byers, 
and  Raymond  are  among  the  officers  whose  wounds  disabled  them  from  ser- 
vice, and  their  names,  too,  deserve  to  be  specially  recalled  at  a  time  when  the 
.story  of  the  regiment  is  once  more  told  to  the  survivors.  How  many  of  the 
enlisted  men  were  endeared  to  us  by  their  merits,  known  perhaps  only  to  those 
who  saiv  them  through  the  long  and  weary  years  of  the  war.  What  charac- 
teristic bravery  was  shown  by  Hazzard  and  James,  and  by  the  veteran  soldier, 
Scherer,  who,  after  years  of  good  service  in  the  Second  New  Jersey  Artillery, 
under  Bragg  and  Burnside,  Sherman  and  Reynolds,  fell  at  Frederielcsburg, 
Who  can  tell  the  story  of  each  and  every  one  of  that  long  roll  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first?  The  record  of  those  who 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  finds  its  proper  place  in  this  day's  pro- 
ceedings, and  each  name  will  recall  to  .somi;  comrade  the  special  qualities  of 
the  man  who  did  his  share  on  that  day. 

Time  may  soften  the  sorrow  of  those  who  lost  sons  and  brothers  and  hus- 
bands, but  it  will  only  preserve  the  memory  of  their  good  qualities  in  the  hearts 
of  their  surviving  comrades,  and  thus  heighten  our  regret  that  the  monument 
which  marks  the  scene  of  their  la.st  action  cannot  perpetuate  their  names  on  its 
surface.     The  details  of  the  regimental  history  are  now  being  gathered  together, 
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■with  a  view  to  its  due  and  proper  preservation,  and  each  man  sliould  do  his 
hest  to  supply  material  lor  its  full  and  complete  recital.  It  is  only  by  the  de- 
tails of  the  part  taken  by  each  regiment,  that  the  whole  story  can  be  completely 
told.  Just  as  the  regimental  monuments  that  now  mark  the  lines  of  Gettys- 
burg, recall  its  history,  so  the  regimental  histories  will  preserve  the  record  of 
the  part  each  regiment  took  in  the  war.  Lea\ingto  others  the  general  record 
and  history  of  the  war  for  the  Union,  let  us  strive  to  preserve  every  name  and 
every  deed  that  forms  part  of  our  record  as  a  regiment,  content  in  this,  as  we 
were  in  war,  to  do  our  duty  without  fear  or  favor.  What  has  been  said  lo-day 
will  no  doubt  become  part  of  the  splendid  record  of  the  Keystone  State,  for  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  has  made  of  Clettysburg  a  Mecca,  to  which 
pious  pilgrims  will  come  for  inspiration  s:)  long  as  patriotism  continues  to  beat 
in  the  heart  of  every  man  who  fought  for  the  Union  and  inspires  their  children 
in  the  future.  The  losses  at  Gettysburg  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first 
were  twelve  enlisted  men  killed,  five  officers  wounded,  one  hundred  and  one 
enlisted  men  wounded,  one  officer  captured,  sixty  enlLsted  men  captured,  total 
one  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  The  total  losses  in  the  First  Brigade  were 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-fi^e. 

Colonel  Chapman  Biddle's  report,  dated  July  2,  says  : 

The  brigade  reached  the  front  about  11  a.  m.,  and  was  pushed  forward  aud  formed  in 
line  on  the  extreme  left,  facing  west,  the  battery  (Cooper's),  B,  First  Pennsylvania,  was 
placed  in  position  and  Its  fire  directed  towards  the  northwest  on  the  left  of  a  piece  of 
woods  in  which  the  First  Division  was  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  In  front  of  our 
line  and  at  the  distance  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile  or  more,  were  woods  running  nearly 
parallel  with  it,  and  between  these  woods  and  our  line  and  towards  our  left  were  a  brick 
house  and  a  large  stone  barn,  the  barnaflording  cover  to  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
who  were  then  skirmishing  in  front  of  us.  A  company  of  skirmishers  was  sent  from  the 
Twentieth  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  pi-otectingthe  battery.  The  position  of  the 
brigade  was  varied  two  or  three  times  in  order  to  shelter  the  men  from  the  heavy  artil- 
lery fire  of  the  enemy,  which  at  one  time  enfiladed  them  from  the  north.  During  the 
morning,  rebel  infantry  were  observed  on  the  edge  of  the  woods  first  referred  to,  and 
between  3  and  3  p.  m.  a  large  body  of  them,  amounting  to  a  division  or  more,  advanced 
in  two  lines  toward  us.  Of  the  four  small  regiments  constituting  the  brigade,  one  (the 
One  hundred  and  fifty-first)  had  been  previously  detached  to  support  a  portion  of  the 
corps  to  our  right  and  rear.  The  remaining  three  were  drawn  up  in  the  following 
order  :  The  One  hundred  and  forty-second  on  the  right,  .Twentieth  New  York  in  the 
center,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  on  the  left,  the  battery  occupying  a  space 
between  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-first.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  disparity  of  the  contending  forces,  and  the  left  of  our  line-be- 
ing outflanked  by  at  least  one  and  probably  two  regiments,  and  the  enemy's  fire,  direct 
and  oblique,  being  very  severe,  the  men  of  the  brigade  continued  to  hold  their  position 
for  some  time,  until,  being  without  any  support,  they  were  compelled  to  retire  to  a 
cover  on  the  edge  of  the  town,  immediately  in  front  of  the  Seminary.  Here  they  re- 
mained, doing  good  service,  checking  the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy,  till  the  baf^ 
teries  and  many  of  the  troops  in  ihe  town  had  withdrawn  in  the  direction  of  the  ceme- 
tery, when  they  retired  to  that  point. 

Colonel  C.  Biddle's  supplementary  report  of  July  4: 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  was  moveC  into  a  field 
to  the  south  of  and  near  the  cemetery,  and  placed  under  cover  of  a  stone  wall  by  the 
roadside,  where  it  remained  during  the  forenoon.  Towards  12  m.  it  was  exposec".  to  a 
severe  shelling,  which  reached  it  from  both  the  front  and  rear,  during  a  sharp  attack 
made  by  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  right.  The  peculiar  shape  of  the  gerteral  line  of 
battle,  resembling  a  somewhat  flattened  horseshoe,  will  account  for  this  effect.  In  the 
afternoon  the  fire  slackened,  when  the  regiment  was  moved  behind  a  wall  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road,  in  which  position  its  defenses  were  reached  by  the  enemy's  musketry. 
The  attack  on  this  part  of  our  line  ceased  toward  evening,  when  the  regiment  changed 
Its  position  to  a  field  in  front,  and  subsequently  to  the  road,  where  the  night  was  passed. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  3(1  the  regiment  was  moved  to  the  left,  to  a  field  nearly  opposite 
to  our  left  center,  where  it  remained  during  the  morning,  exposed  somewhat  to  the 
enemy's  Are.  Towards  1  p.  m.  a,  violent  cannonading  from  a  very  large  number  of 
pieces  of  artillery  was  concentrated  on  our  position,  which  continued  for  upwards  of 
two  hours  and  a  half,  destroying  much  of  the  breastwork  sheltering  the  men,  and 
wounding  three  of  them.  During  the  hottest  part  of  this  fire,  the  regiment  was  moved 
in  good  order  to  an  adjoining  field  to  the  left,  and  placed  behind  a  breastwork  of  rails 
near  the  crest  of  a  hill,  where  it  remained  throughout  the  attack  on  the  center.  This 
attack,  of  a  most  determined  character,  was  finally  and  successfully  repulsed  towards 
sundown  by  the  troops  in  the  first  line  supported  by  our  artillery.  The  steadiness  of 
the  men  during  the  fury  of  the  unparalleled  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  too 
highly  commended,  and  to  it  in  some  measure  may  be  attributed  the  brilliant  results 
of  this  day's  operations. 

Colonel  Alexander  Biddle's  report  dated  "  Bivouac  in  the  field, "  July  3, 1863, 
is  as  follows: 

The  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiment,  under  my 
command,  marched  from  W.  E .  White's  house,  in  Freedom  township,  yesterday  morn- 
ing,"W  ednesday,  July  1.  On  arriving  at  the  top  of  the  hill  bordering  the  valley  in  which 
Gettysburg  lies,  we  were  marched  into  a  field  on  the  left  of  a  wood,  through  which  we 
saw  the  First  Division  driving  the  enemy.  We  remained  in  this  field,  exposed  at  all 
times  to  an  enfilading  or  direct  fire,  sometimes  firing  northwardly  and  sometimes  west- 
wardly,  as  the  attack  of  the  enemy  varied .  A  large  body  of  the  enemy's  troops  had 
been  seen  to  the  west  of  our  position  throughout  the  day.  While  we  were  taking  up  a 
position  to  the  north,  to  support  a  battery  at  the  corner  of  a  wood,  the  enemy  were  seen 
advancing.  We  were  ordered  to  form  to  meet  them,  and  changed  front  to  effect  it. 
As  the  proper  position  assigned  to  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  was  immediately 
in  front  of  the  battery,  we  were  moved  to  the  extreme  left,  with  the  Twentieth  New 
York  on  our  right.  [  saw  the  line  of  the  enemy  slowly  approaching  up  the  hill,  ex- 
tending far  beyond  our  left  flank,  for  which  we  had  no  defense.  As  the  enemy's  forces 
appeared  over  the  crest  of  the  hill,  we  fired  eftectively  into  them,  and  soon  after  re- 
ceived a  crushing  fire  from  their  right,  under  which  our  ranks  were  broken  and  became 
massed  together  as  we  endeavored  to  change  front  to  the  left  to  meet  them .  The  im- 
mediate attack  on  our  front  was  destroyed  by  our  first  fire.  The  offtcers  made  every 
possible  effort  to  form  their  men,  and  Captains  Ashworth  and  Sterling,  and  Lieutenants 
Rutb  and  Funk  were  all  wounded.  The  regiment,  broken  and  scattered,  retreated  to 
the  woods  around  the  hospi  tal  and  maintained  a  scattering  fire.  Here,  with  the  broken 
fragments  of  other  regiments,  they  defended  the  fence  of  the  hospital  grounds  with 
great  determination.  Finding  the  enemy  were  moving  out  on  our  left  flank  with  the 
intention  of  closing  in  on  the  only  opening  into  the  barricade,  I  reported  the  fact  to 
the  division  commanded,  and  by  his  directions  returned  to  the  fence  barricade.  The 
rebels,  advancing  on  our  left  fiank  soon  turned  the  position,  and  our  regimental  colors, 
with  the  few  men  left  with  them,  moved  out  of  the  hospital  grounds  to  our  present 
position,  where  we  now  have  almost  exactly  one-fourth  of  our  force,  and  one  commis- 
sioned officer  besides  myself.  1  beg,  particularly,  to  call  attention  to  the  meritorious 
conduct  of  Sergeant  (William)  Hardy,  color-bearer,  who  carried  off  the  regimental 
colors,  the  staff  shot  to  pieces  in  his  hands.  Also  to  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Ashworth 
and  Lieutenant  Ruth,  both  wounded.  Also  to  Lieutenants  Funk  and  Dorr,  and  Cap- 
tain Sterling,  acting  Sergeant-Major  (Henry  M.)  Cowpland,  Sergeant  (Henry  H.lHerpst, 
in  command  of  Company  A,  and  Sergeant  (Charles)  Winkworth,  are  all  deserving  of 
high  commendation.  Also  Corporal  (John  M.)  Bingham  of  Company  A.  The  constant 
changes  of  position  which  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  make,  and  the  seeming  uncer- 
tainty of  which  way  we  were  to  expect  an  attack,  or  what  position  we  were  to  defend, 
was  exceedingly  trying  to  the  discipline  of  the  regiment.  Their  conduct  was,  in  my 
opinion,  far  beyond  praise.  1  also  wish  to  call  attention  to  those  whom  the  men  speak 
of  as  deserving  of  high  commendation.  Sergeants  (Robert  F. )  Bates,  (William  A.)  Mo- 
Coy,  (Joshua  L.)  Childs  (wounded,  who  insisted  on  remaining  with  his  company),  (John) 
McTaggart,  Jamesi  Allen  and  Charles  Barlow,  Corporals  Daniel  H.  Weikel  and  (Edward 
D.)  Knight,  and  Privates  T.  B.  H.  MoPherson  and  William  Branson. 

Thus  from  both  Colouels  Chapman  and  Biddle'nnd  Colonel  Alexander  Biddle, 
we  have  the  story  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fir.st  on  that  eventful  1st  of 
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July  and  the  succeeding  days.  Brief  aud  simple,  told  at  the  moment,  how 
clearly  the  incidents  stand  out,  and  how  emphatic  their  commendation,  how 
grateful  their  praise  of  individual  officers  and  men. 

The  regiment  was  worthy  of  its  commanders,  and  did  its  duty  as  they  did 
theirs,  coolly  and  fully,  resolutely  facing  the  enemy,  outnumbering  oui-  force 
almost  double,  and  holding  one  position  after  another,  until,  by  order,  it  fell 
back  to  Cemetery  Hill.  Rallied  there,  the  little  band  still  showed  its  wonted 
courage,  and  joined  in  strengthening  the  lines  on  which  the  fresh  divisions  of 
the  Third  and  Twelfth  Corps  and  Stannard's  Vermont  Brigade  were  joined, 
and  thus  securing  the  opportunity  for  the  concentration  of  the  rest  of  the  army 
with  which  General  Meade  won  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Buford,  in  his  report,  says,  that 

General  Doubleday's  command,  which  fought  bravely,  was  greatly  outnumbered 
and  forced  to  fall  back.  Seeing  our  troops  retiring  and  their  need  of  assistance,  I  im- 
mediately rushed  Gamble's  Brigade  to  Doubleday's  left,  and  dismounted  itiu  time  to 
render  great  assistance  to  our  infantry  and  to  check  aud  break  the  enemy's  line.  My 
troops,  at  this  place,  had  practical  shelter  behind  a  low  stone  fence,  and  were  in  short 
carbine  range.  Their  Are  was  perfectly  terrifio,  causing  the  enemy  to  break  and  rally 
on  their  second  line,  which  made  no  farther  advance  toward  my  position. 

General  Gamble  reports,  that 

In  the  afternoon,  the  enemy,  being  strongly  reinforced,  extended  hia  ilanks,  and 
advanced  on  our  left  in  three  strong  lines,  to  turn  that  tiank,  the  general  commanding 
division  ordered  my  brigade  forward  at  a  trot,  and  deployed  in  line  on  the  ridge  of 
woods  with  the  seminary  on  our  right.  Half  of  the  Eighth  New  York,  Third  Indiana 
and  Twelfth  Illinois,  were  dismounted  and  placed  behind  a  portion  of  a  stone  wall  and 
under  cover  of  trees.  The  enemy  being  close  upon  us,  we  opened  a  sharp  and  rapid 
carbine  fire,  which  killed  and  wounded  so  many  of  the  first  line  of  the  enemy,  that  it 
tell  back  upon  the  second  line.  Our  men  kept  up  the  fire  until  the  enemy,  in  over- 
whelming numbers,  approached  so  near  that  in  order  to  save  my  men  and  horses  from 
capture,  they  were  ordered  to  mount  and  fall  back  rapidly  to  the  next  ridge  on  the  left 
of  the  town,  where  our  artillery  was  posted .  The  stand  which  we  made  against  the 
enemy  prevented  our  left  ilank  from  being  turned,  and  saved  a  division  of  our  infantry. 

Thus  the  cavalry,  which  in  the  morning  had  been  relieved  by  the  infantry, 
when  the  thin  lines  of  Buford's  brigades  were  hard  pressed,  in  the  afternoon, 
helped  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  enemy  directed  against  our  weak  infantry 
lines.  Together  thus  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery  co-operated  in  holding 
firmly  the  front  of  Gettysburg,  and  thus  gave  time  for  that  concentration  of 
fresh  troops  under  General  Hancock,  which  gave  General  Meade  time  to  ap- 
prove the  choice  of  the  position  in  the  rear  of  Gettysburg  and  there  to  concen- 
trate his  army  and  with  it  win  the  victory  over  Lee. 

In  Fox's  "Regimental  Losses,"  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  is  re- 
peatedly mentioned,  viz. : 

The  total  number  enrolled  is  given  as  891 ;  killed,  109,  being  12.2  per  cent. 
The  total  number  engaged  at  Gettysburg  was  263;  killed,  29  being  +  11  per 
cent. 

On  page  295,  its  history  is  thus  given :  First  colonel.  Chapman  Biddle ; 
second  colonel,  Alexander  Biddle;  third  colonel,  James  S.  Warner. 

Then  follows  the  list : 
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Total  Enrolment  and  Casualties. 


-M 

c 

0) 

a 

. 

•o 

g 

o 

?, 

a 

:3 

0) 

H 

M 

Q 

Field  and  staff 

17 

2 

2 

Company  A 

105 

21 

10 

Company  B 

77 

9 

4 

Company  C, 

SO 

10 

7 

Company  D 

86 

10 

3 

Company  E, 

95 
96 

10 
16 

7 

Company  F 

8 

Comoanv  G ...>.....•....••• 

75 
58 

8 
6 

3 

Company  H 

5 

Company  1 

100 

10 

9 

Company  K, 

93 

10 

9 

Total 
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It  thus  gives  109  killed,  or  12.2  per  cent. 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  402  ;  died  in  Confederate  prisons,  18. 

BallUa:  K.  &M.  W. 

Fredericksburg iii 

Chancellorsville 1 

Gettysburg, 29 

Wilderness 4 

Spotsylvania 9 

North  Anna, 3 

Bethesda  Church, 2 

Petersburg,         6 

Dabney's  Mills, S 

Five  Forks 3 

Salisbury  Prison i 

Present  also  at  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Weldon  railroad,  Peebles'  farm. 
Boydton  road.  Hatcher's  ran,  Appomattox. 

The  foUovring  note  gives  the  summary  : 

The  gallant  little  regiment  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  proportion  to  its  num- 
bers. At  no  time  did  it  have  a  full  complement  of  men,  yet  it  distinguished 
itself  on  all  occasions  by  its  efSciency.  It  vpas  recruited  mostly  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  was  organized  there  in  September,  1862.  It  joined  McClellan's  army 
in  October,  and  was  placed  in  MoCandle.ss'  Brigade,  Meade's  Division,  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves.  With  this  command  it  fought  its  initiatory  battle  at 
Fredericksburg  with  a  loss  of  14  killed,  114  wounded  and  10  missing;  total, 
138.  The  brigade,  under  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle,  was  engaged  on  the  first 
day,  its  operations  being  conspicuous  in  the  history  of  that  day.  The  regiment 
marched  on  the  field  with  only  263  officers  and  men,  of  this  number  12  were 
killed  and  106  wounded  and  61  missing  or  captured ;  many  of  the  prisoners 
were  wounded  before  they  were  captured.  Upon  the  transfer  of  the  First  to 
the  Fifth  Corps,  the  regiment  was  placed  in  Eoy  Stone's  Brigade  of  "Wadsworth's 
Division.  It  had  received  no  recruits,  and  entered  the  spring  campaign  of  1864 
with  only  200  men.  It  fought  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  in  Oc- 
tober the  morning  report  showed  only  89  men  present  for  duty.  In  the  spring 
of  1865,  it  entered  on  the  final  campaign  in  Coulter's  (Third)  Brigade,  Craw- 
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ford's  (Third)  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  ia  which  command  it  fought  at  Five  Forks, 
and  was  present  at  tiie  last  surrender. 

In  the  final  list  of  regiments  we  find  the  One  hundred  and  twenty -first  lost, 
liilled  and  died  of  wounds.  109  ;  died  of  disease,  accidents,  in  prison,  etc.,  66, 
a  total  of  175. 

The  record  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  is  perpetuated  on  the  me- 
morial which  we  dedicate  to-day,  and  it  is  one  of  which  the  survivors  have 
just  reason  to  be  honestly  proud.  It  is  the  story  of  men  who  went  into  the 
field  at  a  time  of  trial  and  despondency,  who  trusted  to  the  leadership  of  a 
gallant  soldier,  and  who  found  in  him  and  in  Colonel  Alexander  Biddle,  ex- 
amples of  what  every  man  should  be  and  do,  a  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  duty, 
and  a  constant  devotion  to  it.  Now,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  we  look  back 
upon  the  experience  of  that  trying  time  and  may  well  be  content  witli  what 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  did  botli  here  at  Gettysburg  and  at  every 
point  at  which  it  was  tried,  to  the  end.  The  Confederate  troops  directly  in 
action  with  the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle,  were  Petti- 
grew's  Brigade  of  Heth's  Division  of  Hill's  Corps,  consisting  of  the  Eleventh, 
Twenty-sixth,  Foi'ty-seventh  and  Fifty-second  North  Carolina.  Their  casualty 
li.st  was  reported  at  1,105.  Pettigrew  had  on  his  right  Archer's  Brigade,  Fifth 
and  Thirteenth  Alabama,  First,  Seventh  and  Fourteenth  Tennessee,  and  on  his 
left  Brockenbrough's,  Fortieth,  Forty-seventh,  Fifty-fifth  and  Twenty-second 
Virginia  ;  the  former  reported  a  loss  of  148,  the  latter  of  677.  General  Heth 
says  that  "Pettigrew's  Brigade  encountered  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  and 
broke  through  his  first,  second  and  third  lines.  The  Eleventh  and  Twenty-sixth 
North  Carolina  displayed  conspicuous  gallantry,  the  Twenty-sixth  losing  more 
than  half  its  members  in  killed  and  wounded."  The  returns  of  casualties  m 
this  regiment  are  588  out  of  800,  showing  what  its  strength  must  have  been. 
"Pettigrew's  Brigade  fought  as  well  and  displayed  as  heroic  courage  as  it  was 
ever  my  (Heth's)  fortune  to  witness  on  a  battle-field.  The  number  of  its  own 
gallant  dead  and  wounded,  as  well  as  the  large  number  of  enemy's  dead  and. 
wounded  left  on  the  field  over  which  it  fought  attests  the  gallant  part  it  played 
on  July  1." 

The  command  of  Pettigrew's  Brigade  passed  to  Major  Jones  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  North  Carolina,  who  reports  that  the  brigade  moved  in  the  "following 
order,  on  the  right,  the  Fifty-second,  next  the  Forty-seventh,  then  the  Eleventh, 
and  on  the  left  the  Twenty-sixth.  When  within  about  two  and  a  half  miles  of 
Gettysburg  the  brigade  moved  forward  to  and  halted  in  a  skirt  of  woods,  in 
front  was  a  wheat-field  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  wide,  then  came  a  branch,  with 
thick  underbrush  and  briars  skirting  the  banks.  Beyond  this  was  an  ojpen  field, 
with  the  exception  of  a  wooded  hill  directly  in  front  of  the  Twenty-sixth,  about 
covering  its  front.  Skirmishers  being  thrown  out,  we  jemained  in  line  of  battle 
until  2  p.  m.,  when  orders  to  advance  were  received.  The  brigade  moved  for- 
ward in  beautiful  style,  at  quick  time,  just  with  the  brigade  on  our  left,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Brockenbrough.  When  nearing  the  branch  referred  to, 
the  enemy  poured  a  galling  fire  into  the  left  of  the  brigade  from  the  opposite 
bank,  where  they  had  massed  in  heavy  force  while  we  were  in  line  of  battle  in 
the  woods.  On  went  the  command,  across  the  branch  and  up  the  opposite  slope, 
driving  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  back  again  upon  their  second  line. 
This  second  line  was  encountered  by  our  left,  the  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina, 
while  the  other  regiments  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  shelling.     The  enemy's 


664  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

single  line  in  the  field  was  engaged  principally  with  the  right  of  the  Eleventh 
and  Forty-seventh.  The  enemy  did  not  perceive  the  Fifty-second,  which  flanked 
their  left,  until  they  discovered  themselves  by  a  raking  and  destructive  fire  into 
their  ranks,  by  which  they  were  broken.  On  this  second  line  the  fighting  was 
terrible,  our  men  advancing,  the  enemy  stubbornly  resisting,  until  the  two 
lines  were  pouring  volleys  into  each  other  at  a  distance  not  greater  than  twenty 
paces.  At  last  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  give  away.  They  again  made  a 
stand  in  the  woods,  and  the  third  time  they  were  driven  from  their  position." 

There  are  no  regimental  reports  printed  in  the  war  records  from  Pettigrew's 
Brigade,  but  the  quartermaster  of  the  Twenty-sixth  wrote  to  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina  that  the  regiment  went  in  with  over  eight  hundred  men  and 
came  out  with  but  two  hundred  and  sixteen, all  told, unhurt.  The  division  at  the 
beginning  numbered  about  eight  thousand,  and  came  out  at  the  close  with  only 
one  thousand  and  five  hundred  or  one  thousand  and  six  hundred  effective  men. 

The. Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina,  at  Gettysburg,  lost  seventy-two  per  cent., 
a  total  of  588;  the  heaviest  of  any  single  regiment  in  any  engagement  daring 
the  war.  The  Forty-second  lost  161  ;  the  Fifty-second,  147  ;  the  Eleventh  209, 
■a,  total  of  1,105.  Biddle's  Brigade  lost  :  The  One  hundred  and  twenty-first, 
179  ;  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second,  211  ;  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first, 
335  ;  the  Eightieth  New  York  (^Twentieth  New  York  State  Militia),  170,  making 
a  total  of  897,  to  which  must  be  added  the  loss  in  Cooper's  Battery,  13,  and  a 
staff  officer,  so  that  in  its  offensive  defense  the  little  brigade  inflicted  a  much 
greater  injury  on  its  immediate  opponent  than  it  received,  held  its  own  against 
a  much  stronger  force,  and  covered  the  retreat  of  the  main  body  of  the  corps, 
when  it  was  overpowered  and  outflanked  and  forced  to  retreat  through  the 
town  to  Cemetery  Hill.  Then  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  rallied,  was 
put  in  position  and  waited  for  the  success  that  came  before  nightfall,  to  inake 
the  lines  on  which  the  successive  events  of  the  second  and  third  days  ended  in 
the  final  victory.  Such  then  is  the  story  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-firet 
at  Gettysburg,  and  indeed  we  need  no  better  proof  of  the  way  it  did  its  duty 
than  this  unconscious  and  involuntary  praise  from  those  who  led  the  over- 
whelmingly strong  force  that  swept  in  on  both  its  flanks,  and  compelled  it 
with  the  rest  of  Biddle's  Brigade,  to  retire  from  one  position  to  another.  Only 
when  the  guns  were  safely  moved  to  the  rear,  and  the  mass  of  infantry  had 
gone  through  the  streets  of  Gettysburg,  did  what  was  left  of  the  One  hundred 
and  twenty-first  and  the  other  regiments  move  steadily  on  to  Cemetery  Hill, 
where  it  was  again  put  in  line,  and  under  General  Wadsworth,  helped  by  its 
show  of  force,  to  withstand  and  hold  off  the  threatened  attack  of  the  large  divis- 
ions of  the  enemy.  The  night  was  spent,  as  Colonel  Alexander  Biddle  tells  us, 
in  singing  hymns,  not  perhaps  an  evidence  of  satisfaction  with  the  result  of  the 
day's  work,  but  still  showing  that  there  was  no  panic  in  the  hearts  of  men 
who,  after  so  many  weary  hours  of  fighting  and  such  heavy  losses,  could  find 
comfort  in  their  dear  old  tunes.  The  fact  is  at  all  events  characteristic  of  the 
regiment,  for  at  all  times  it  was  ready  to  do  its  duty  and  that  done  content  to 
make  the  best  of  any  condition  of  affairs. 

Thus,  then,  let  us  close  our  share  in  the  day's  celebration,  not,  however,  with- 
out making  our  acknowledgment  to  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  their  care  of  the  battle-field,  for  the'  liberal  provision  made  for  the 
regimental  monuments,  for  the  thoroughness  with  which  the  State  Commission 
has  done  its  work,  and  for  the  State  aid  providing  the  transportation  of  every 
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veteran  to  the  field  on  this  memorable  occasion.  Henceforth  we  shall  feel  that 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  has  secured  its  right  place,  and  its  survivors 
and  the  families  and  descendants  of  those  who  have  passed  away,  will  find  its 
memorial,  the  spot  to  which  their  feet  will  be  directed  whenever  they  may  re- 
visit this  ground,  fraught  with  historic  reminiscenses  so  fall  of  interest  for 
the  historian  and  the  patriot.  Let  us  too  follow  the  example  oi'  our  first  colonel, 
and  do  our  duty  iu  civil  life,  each  of  us  in  his  own  sphere  content  that  the  op- 
portunity is  still  granted  us  to  perpetuate  his  name,  and  as  far  as  we  may,  to 
live  up  to  the  high  standard  that  was  always  iu  the  heart  and  mind  of  Chap- 
man Biddle.  Nor  can  we  fail  to  emphasize  our  affection  for  Colonel  Alexander 
Biddle,  who  bore  his  share  in  the  work  of  the  regiment  with  characteristic  and 
distinguished  gallantry,  and  who  has  always  shown  the  liveliest  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  all  its  survivors  and  in  the  affairs  of  its  veteran  association.  To 
him  iu  peace  as  in  war,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  has  always  turned 
for  guidance  and  leadership,  and  in  him  it  has  always  found  a  strong  and  con- 
stant friend.  No  truer  test  of  merit  exists  than  the  harsh  experiences  of  war, 
and  his  share  iu  the  trials  and  hardships  of  regimental  life  endeared  him  to 
every  man  in  his  command,  and  his  kindness  and  personal  interest  have  con- 
tinued from  that  day  to  this,  so  that  on  every  occasion  the  regiment,  its  veteran 
association  and  its  members  and  the  families  of  those  who  have  died,  have 
found  in  bim  a  friend.  That  he  is  not  with  us  to-day  is  at  least  fortunate  in 
this  that  it  enables  us  to  give  free  utterance  to  our  respect  and  affection  in 
terms  that  his  modesty  would  forbid  if  he  were  himself  present  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

The  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  learned  from  both  Colonel  Chapman  Bid- 
dle and  Colonel  Alexander  Biddle,  to  let  its  actions  speak  for  it,  and  from  the 
outset  it  has  made  little  claim  for  public  notice.  Even  now  it  is  content  to 
point  to  the  brief  history  recorded  on  its  monument  as  embodying  the  most 
important  events  of  its  career.  It  can,  however,  fairly  claim  that  it  did  its 
whole  duty  from  the  time  it  first  entered  the  field  until  it  was  finally  mustered 
out,  that  it  fully  justified  the  commendation  of  those  under  whom  it  served, 
and  merited  as  it  received  the  due  praise  of  Meade  and  Eeynolds,  of  Warren 
and  "Wadsworth,  of  Coulter  and  Crawford,  of  Stone  and  Chamberlain,  of  every 
general  oflS.cer  in  whose  command  it  took  part  from  Fredericksburg  to  Five 
Forks.  From  its  line  ofiScers  it  supplied  many  staS  officers  to  the  various  bri- 
gade,, division  and  corps  headquarters  of  the  army,  and  from  its  ranks  came 
many  of  its  best  ofiScers,  and  from  them  in  turn  oflHcers  of  other  regiments,  and 
of  the  regular  army,  so  that  it  was  in  its  way  a  training  school  iu  that  best  of 
all  schools,  the  actual  experience  of  successive  campaigns. 

Made  up  by  the  consolidation  of  companies  from  different  parts  of  the  State 
it  has  been  difficult  to  secure  such  reunion  of  its  scattered  elements  as  would 
give  its  regimental  association  its  full  strength.  On  this  occasion,  almost  for 
the  first  time,  is  there  an  opportunity  for  meeting  once  more  those  who  were 
once  united  in  its  organization.  For  that  we  may  well  return  thanks  to  the 
State,  which  has  thus  enabled  its  soldiers  to  renew  their  old  association.  In 
the  common  service  rendered  by  the  regiment,  its  members  share  alike,  and 
when  its  history  comes  to  be  published,  it  will  be  seen  how  strong  was  the  tie 
that  bound  together  its  members  in  the  past,  and  how  little  time  and  separa- 
tion have  weakened  it.  It  needs  only  an  occasion  like  this  of  Pennsylvania 
Day,  to  revive  the  old  affection  that  binds  together  the  scattered  survivors  in  a 
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love  of  the  old  regiment,  in  a  common  testimonial  of  pious  regard  for  the 
memory  of  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle  and  of  the  other  officers  and  men  who  have 
answered  at  the  last  roll  call. 

To  us  is  left  the  sacred  duty  of  renewing  the  memory  of  their  good  deeds, 
and  the  regiment  has  no  need  ofother  praise  than  the  names  of  Chapman  Biddle, 
James  Ashworth,  William  "White  Dorr,  Harrison  Lambdin,  Barclay  Collett 
and  that  long  list  of  officers  and  men  who  are  still  affectionately  remembered 
by  all  of  us.  By  their  deeds  it  won  the  right  to  the  monument  which  marks 
its  place  on  this  field,  and  Gettysburg  is  but  one  of  the  battles  in  which  it  did 
its  duty  and  did  it  thoroughly.  Here  then,  at  the  foot  of  this  memorial,  we 
may  fairly  recount  the  events  of  that  great  struggle  which  practically  turned 
the  tide  of  the  rebellion  and  forever  stayed  its  progress.  Small  as  was  the  part 
of  any  single  regiment  in  the  great  contest,  still  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
first  bore  its  share  in  the  heat  and  burden  of  that  first  day,  and  may  well  take 
part  now  in  the  celebration  which  has  brought  us  here  once  more,  perhaps  for 
the  last  time,  to  mark  the  final  dedication  of  the  State's  memorials  of  its  regi- 
ments. 

Let  us  then,  in  conclusion,  join  in  a  resolve,  that  we  will  trj'  to  be  woithy 
of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  and  of  its  colonel,  Chapman  Biddle,  and 
of  those  who  shared  with  him  and  with  us  in  its  trials  and  hardships,  in  its 
honors  and  its  history.  Not  the  least  marked  of  his  characteristics  was  his 
modesty  and  his  reticence,  qualities  that  perhaps  were  not  without  effect  on 
the  regiment  and  the  place  awarded  it  in  general  estimation.  It  is,  however, 
enough  for  us  to  know  that  it  did  its  duty  thoroughly  and  well,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  its  leaders  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  cause  for  which  it  enlisted. 
Its  best  reward  was  the  final  triumph  of  the  Union,  and  beyond  that,  it  is 
plain  that  the  regiment  and  its  members  have  asked  nothing  and  have  got  less. 
Perhaps  all  the  more  is  it  dear  to  the  survivors,  because  from  the  colonel  down, 
no  man  ever  made  any  personal  claim  for  what  he  or  the  regiment  did,  but  all 
looked  on  it  and  its  services  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  Union  army,  freely  sac- 
rificing for  the  Union,  strength,  and  health,  and  life,  and  content  with  the  final 
result  as  the  full  return  for  every  loss. 

The  real  test  of  success  is  the  result  after  all  these  years,  when,  without  dis- 
cussion or  question,_the  place  of  the  regiment  is  freely  awarded  to  it  on  the  post 
of  most  danger  and  of  severest  trial,  and  its  share  in  the  events  of  the  day  fully 
secured  alike  in  the  history  of  the  battle  and  in  the  reports  of  its  commanders. 
The  comparison  of  the  accounts  given  by  Colonels  Chapman  Biddle  and  Alex- 
ander Biddle,  and  of  those  of  the  officers  on  the  Confederate  side,  show  such  a 
general  and  unconscious  agreement,  that  taken  together  the  parts  are  clear  and 
almost  without  difference.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  was  in  a  post  of 
great  danger,  and  pitted  against  largely  overpowering  numbers,  yet  with  the 
rest  of  the  brigade,  it  firmly  held  its  own,  falling  back  slowly  from  position  to 
position,  and  only  at  the  last,  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  last  rallying  point, 
Cemetery  Hill.  The  events  of  that  long  day  of  successive  fights  earn  for  the 
One  hundred  and  twenty-first  its  distinctive  monument,  and  to  that  we  may 
point  in  justification  of  our  right  to  be  part  of  the  events  of  to-day  and  with 
our  fellow-regiments  renew  the  memories  of  the  Gettysburg  of  1863.  Nearly  a 
generation  has  passed  since  then,  and  how  few  are  left  of  the  little  band  that 
survived  the  day;  how  changed,  and  yet  how  strong  in  ourdevotion  to  the  flag, 
to  the  Union  and  to  the  cause  for  which  we  stood  together  there.     There  is 
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little  occasion  for  the  veterans  who  make  imrt  of  the  pilgrims  of  to-day,  to  renew 
their  pledges  of  patriotism,  they  made  their  proofs  when  the  battle  was  at  its 
hottest,  and  time  has  not  lessened  their  devotion  to  the  country  and  their  love 
for  it.  The  men  who  gather  together  around  their  regimental  monuments  are 
relighting  the  fires  of  youthful  devotion  at  the  altars  on  which  were  sacrified 
so  many  lives  that  the  Union  might  live.  'While  this  still  stands,  supported 
by  men  of  all  sections  of  the  country,  who  can  fail  to  find  iu  it  the  best  return 
for  all  the  losses,  all  the  hardships,  all  the  trials  of  the  war?  What  greater 
lesson  of  patriotism  than  that  which  is  taught  by  such  a  reunion  as  that  of  to- 
day, and  this  is  but  one  of  a  long  succession  of  such  days.  We  and  all  who 
have  gathered  here  will  go  home  better  citizens  for  having  been  good  soldiers, 
and  the  government,  bought  by  the  sacrifice  made  on  this  and  on  so  many  other 
battle-fields,  will  be  purified  and  elevated,  while  it  will  be  maintained  at  an>' 
cost,  by  those  who  remember  the  trials  and  the  hardships  of  the  war  I'or  the 
Union.  Nor  are  we  without  friends  iu  the  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy,  lor  they 
too  are  now  citizens  and  loyal  and  true  and  little  likely  to  be  misled  again. 
The  lessons  learned  here  are  not  for  us  alone,  but  the  generation  that  has  grown 
up  since  the  war  may  well  take  to  heart  the  example  of  those  who  are  now 
fast  passing  from  the  scene,  and  while  they  may  ne\'er  need  to  submit  again  to  a 
test  of  battle,  none  the  less  is  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  preserve  good  govern- 
ment that  the  country  may  not  suffer  from  evils  worse  than  war,  from  corrup- 
tion and  dishonor,  from  lax  rule  and  loose  administration.  Great  as  were  the 
hardships  of  the  war  for  the  Union,  they  were  none  too  much  to  pay  for  the 
salvation  of  the  country. 
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'  y  old  comrades  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers : — It  is  with  pleasure  I  greet  you  this  afternoon.  And  what 
a  great  pleasure  it  is  to  look  into  the  faces  of  so  many  old  friends, 
some  of  whom  we  have  not  met  or  grasped  hands  for  a  score  and  more 
of  years.  And  the  passing  years  have  made  their  imprint  on  each  and  every  one. 
Your  young  and  manly  beauty,  if  you  ever  possessed  any,  has  given  place  to 
more  rugged  and  stern  features,  and  the  frosty  hand  of  time  has  touched  black, 
brown  and  red  locks  you  used  to  wear,  and  given  them  a  silvery  tinge  ;  while 
in  others  he  has  shorn  them  entirely.  I  never  saw  so  many  gray  heads  and 
bald  heads  gathered  before,  in  any  of  our  reunions.  Alas  !  how  many  fami- 
liar faces  are  missing  among  those  Ave  were  wont  to  meet  at  our  reunions. 
How  our  hearts  are  saddened  as  the  news  comes  of  the  death  of  one  after  an- 
other of  our  loved  comrades.  Ah  !  how  true  it  is,  we  are  growing  old  and  pass- 
ing rapidly  away.  But  let  us  thank  God  for  to-day  ;  and  for  this  privilege  of 
meeting  once  more  with  so  many  pleasant  friends  and  surroundings. 
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It  will  not  be  so  diflficult  a  task  to  attempt  to  recall  to  your  memories  the 
stirring  events  which  crowded  those  summer  days  of  1863,  just  prior  to  and 
including  the  memorable  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Early  in  June  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  encamped  on  the  north  hanks 
of  the  Rappahannock.  The  able  military  chief  of  the  rebel  army,  thinking  it 
time  for  an  aggressive  movement,  decided  to  move  towards  our  capital  and  our 
own  State  of  Pennsylvania.  But  the  old  warrior,  General  Joe  Hooker,  was 
quick  to  discover  the  movement.  He  said  to  our  gallant  Sixth  Corps  leader, 
General  Sedgwick :  ' '  John,  take  your  boys  and  go  over  the  river  and  see  if  Lee 
is  still  there  in  force.''     The  Sixth  Corps  always  ready,  was  soon  in  motion. 

On  the  8th  of  June  we  crossed  on  a  pontoon  bridge  below  Fredericksburg, 
threw  up  rifle  pits,  moved  to  the  right  and  then  the  left,  found  the  Johnnies 
were  still  in  force,  and  then  recrossed  the  river. 

On  the  10th  of  June  we  veent  back  again,  and  after  sundry  movements  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  receiving  the  attentions  of  the  rebel  batteries,  during  the 
three  days  we  remained,  we  again  returned  over  the  pontoons,  about  midnight 
on  the  13th  of  June. 

After  a  few  hours  rest,  we  commenced  that  never-to-be-forgotten  march 
through  the  Occoquan  country,  in  Virginia,  by  way  of  Stafford  Court  House, 
Dumfries,  Fairfax  Court  House  and  Dranesville.  The  sun  was  sending  down 
its  warmest  rays,  and  the  roads  were  ankle  deep  with  dry  sand  and  dust.  But 
with  the -true  spirit  that  actuated  the  Union  volunteer,  the  army  marched  cheer- 
fully on,  caring  not  for  the  torrid  heat  or  other  discomforts  of  those  summer 
days. 

I  see  the  faces  of  Company  I's  boys  before  me,  who,  after  their  shoes  were 
worn  out,  tied  up  their  feet  in  cloths  to  protect  them  from  the  hot  sand,  and 
tramped  cheerfully  on.  Some  of  you  will  remember  big  Joe  Walker,  of  Com- 
pany C.  Corporal  Walker  had  been  most  liberally  endowed  by  nature  in  a 
physical  way,  and  had  equally  large  "  understandings."  Joe  and  his  chum, 
Sam  Grinder,  had  made  requisition  upon  the  quartermaster,  each  for  a  pair  of 
number  "  twelves ;  "  but  as  every  case  of  shoes  did  not  have  usually  more  than 
one  pair  of  that  size,  the  quartermaster  was  not  able  to  honor  their  order  just 
at  that  time.  Joe's  shoes  had  given  out.  One  day  he  was  stepping  out  in  as 
soldierly  a  way  as  possible  with  bare  feet.  He  was  on  a  little  path  by  the  road- 
side. One  of  his  comrades  called  out,  "  Hello,  Joe,  how  are  you  getting  along 
with  those  feet?  That  is  pretty  hard  luck. ' '  The  old  veteran  replied  promptly : 
"  Oh,  I  am  all  right.  If  the  Johnny  rebs  are  going  up  to  Pennsylvania,  they 
will  find  me  there  too,  if  I  have  to  wear  these  feet  up  to  the  stumps."  Joe  got 
there,  ;ind  did  his  duty  too.  Poor  fellow,  he  afterwards  left  one  of  his  legs 
down  in  that  same  Occoquan  country. 

The  first  day  of  July  found  us  at  Manchester,  Maryland,  Lee's  army  was 
massing  north  of  us,  in  Pennsylvania.  The  brave  Reynolds  had  fallen  that 
day,  near  Gettysburg,  and  our  comrades  of  the  First  and  Eleventh  Corps  had 
suffered  severely  in  the  first  day's  fight.  General  Meade,  now  our  commander, 
was  pushing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  the  support  of  Howard  and  Hancock. 
At  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  fell  in  and  moved  off  with  eager  step.  The 
old  Sixth  Corps  must  have  a  share  in  the  fight.  Old  "  Pap  "'  Sedgwick  had  a 
dozen  Pennsylvania  regiments  in  his  command,  and  then  it  had  been  said  and 
Sling: 
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"  In  the  thickest  of  the  battle. 

When  the  cannon's  liery  breath, 
Smites  miny  a  strong  heart,  pressingr 

On  to  victory  or  to  death. 
The  foremost  in  the  conflict, 

The  last  to  say  '  'tis  o'er,' 
Who  know  not  what  it  is  to  yield. 

You'll  find  the  Old  Sixth  Corps." 

Pennsylvania  had  been  invaded,  and  the  heart  of  every  Keystone  lad  was 
eager  to  assist  in  driving  the  invader  from  her  soil.  All  night  we  marched. 
A  very  short  halt  sufficed  for  coffee  and  hard-tack.  Throughout  the  day,  from 
under  a  brazen  dome,  the  sun  pours  down  his  melting  rays  on  that  hard  and 
solid  white  road,  and  yet  the  compact  column  marched  on.  When  we  reached 
and  crossed  the  Pennsylvania  State  line,  a  hearty  cheer  passed  along  the  lines, 
and  caps  were  waved  in  air — we  were  in  our  own  State  again. 

At  3  p.  m.  Rock  creek  was  reached.  "We  had  marched  thirty-two  miles,  and 
we  were  now  within  supporting  distance.  Our  brigade,  which  was  now  under 
command  of  Colonel  D.  J.  Nevin,  of  the  Sixty-second  New  York,  turned  to  the 
left  of  the  road  into  a  big  field  on  the  south  bank  of  Rock  creek.  After  stack- 
ing arms,  it  was  but  a  few  minutes  until  our  boys  were  on  the  bank  of  the  creek, 
bathing  their  feet  in  its  cool  running  waters,  which  were  so  soon  after  darkened 
with  the  crimson  blood  of  brave  comrades. 

"When  we  reached  the  creek,  we  discovered  that  the  Fifth  Corps  was  massed 
just  above  us ;  and  some  of  our  boys  soon  had  visits  from  brothers  and  neigh- 
bors of  the  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  and  other  regiments  of  that  corps. 
Alas !  in  several  instances  the  visitors  of  that  afternoon  were  sleeping  their 
last  sleep  ere  the  sun  went  down  on  the  bloody  field. 

"Very  soon  after  we  had  halted  the  roar  of  artillery  broke  upon  our  ears. 
The  Fifth  Corps  fell  in  and  moved  rapidly  off  to  the  front.  The  rattle  of 
musketry,  sharp  and  piercing,  grew  louder  and  louder.  A  staff  officer  rode 
hurriedly  into  our  field,  seeking  the  brigade  commander.  He  was  followed 
quickly  after  by  our  glorious  old  corps  commander.  General  Sedgwick,  who, 
without  waiting  for  brigade  or  regimental  officers,  sung  out,  "Fall  in,  boys, 
move  quickly."  Instantly  the  lines  were  formed,  arms  were  taken,  and  fol- 
lowing the  old  general  right  through  the  creek,  over  the  field  and  up  the  hill- 
side, we  were  soon  at  the  road  to  the  right  of  Little  Round  Top. 

Our  brigade  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  in  the  lead  of  the  corps  that  day  ; 
and  our  regiment,  I  am  glad  to  remember,  led  the  brigade  and  thus  came  our 
honor  of  being  engaged  in  that  brilliant  action  ;  and  adding  in  some  measure 
to  the  glory  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 

As  we  reached  the  crest  of  Little  Round  Top,  and  obtained  our  first  sight  of 
the  battle,  we  knew  that  we  had  not  arrived  too  soon,  for  the  enemy  was  gain- 
ing ground.  The  brave  and  dashing  Sickles  had  been  wounded,  and  his  splendid 
Third  Corps,  with  broken  and  bleeding  lines,  had  been  forced  back.  Half 
of  the  First  Division  of  the  .Fifth  Corps  had  been  slain  in  the  wheat-field. 
The  gallant  Vincent  and  the  soldierly  "Weed  had  been  killed  on  yonder  rocky 
hillside  and  the  rebel  Longstreet,  emboldened  by  his  success,  was  pressing 
vigorously  on,  anxious  if  possible,  to  capture  this  strategic  key  to  the  whole 
position . 

That  splendid  soldier.  General  G.  K.  "Warren,  of  Meade's  staff,  was  watching 
the  conflict  from  Little  Round  Top.  "With  his  quick  perception  he  saw  the 
danger  menacing  the  Union  army.     By  his  acute  energy,  reinforcements  were 
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rushed  into  line.  The  Greek  Cross  banner  of  the  Sixth  Corps  was  planted  on 
the  heights  alongside  the  Maltese  Cross  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  the  tide  of  the 
battle  is  changed. 

Just  at  this  time  a  scene  occurred  which  many  of  you  will  remember.  Gen- 
eral Sedgwick,  when  we  reached  the  crest,  directed  Colonel  Nevin  to  form  his 
line  extending  from  left  to  right.  The  impetuous  and  fiery  New  Yorker,  in 
executing  the  order,  found  General  Crawford  and  his  division  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  in  his  way  and  unwilling  to  move.  We  will  never  forget  how  Colonel 
Sevin  relieved  his  mind  in  language  more  vehement  than  elegant,  giving  no 
attention  to  the  rank  of  the  oifending  general  who  doubtless  overlooked  the 
offense  considering  the  exciting  and  sulphurous  surroundings. 

Without  waiting  as  long  as  I  have  taken  to  relate  this  incident,  we  advanced, 
touching  elbows  on  the  left  with  the  gallant  Pennsylvania  Reserves  ;  and  with 
exultant  cheers  we  are  soon  in  the  conflict.  With  well-directed  fire  and  steady 
lines,-  the  enemy  reels  and  staggers,  and  soon  is  driven  from  our  front,  dis- 
comfited and  defeated. 

The  victory  is  ours.  The  rebel  yell  is  no  longer  heard  ;  but  the  Union  cheer, 
loud  and  victorious,  rolls  along  the  lines.  As  we  pushed  down  the  north  side 
of  Little  Round  Top,  it  was  the  fortune  of  Company  "D"  to  recover  two  brass 
guns  from  the  hands  of  some  of  Longstreet's  men  who  were  ready  to  turn  them 
on  our  lines.  Company  "  D  "  not  only  got  the  guns,  but  captured  the  Louisiana 
Tigers,  who  were  laying  their  disloyal  hands  on  them. 

Our  regiment  turned  over  some  twenty  prisoners  after  interviewing  them. 
They  said  when  they  saw  the  Sixth  Corps  cross  and  Captain  Munroe,  they 
knew  the  day  was  gone  for  them.  They  had  met  and  traded  tobacco  for  coftee 
with  Company  "D"  and  their  captain  on  the  Rappahannock  during  the  pre- 
vious winter. 

We  halted  at  the  base  of  Little  Round  Top,  where  we  now  stand ;  and  here 
we  remained  all  the  next  day,  the  famous  l-Jd  day  of  July,  ready  to  repel 
any  attack,  or  execute  any  movement.  We  were  compelled  to  lie  prone  on  the 
ground  to  escape  the  balls  of  the  annoying  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  perched  in  every  corner  and  nook  of  that  rocky  Devil's  Den  yonder  to 
the  left ;  and  the  high  trees  that  stood  in  our  front.  A  number  of  our  best 
marksmen  went  out  cautiously  to  good  positions  and  returned  the  compliments 
as  best  they  could.  During  the  afternoon  a  rebel  ball  struck  the  old  veteran, 
Captain  Jeremiah  Sample,  of  Company  "E, "  giving  him  a  death  wound  and 
robbing  us  of  one  of  our  bravest  and  best.  Here,  too.  that  afternoon,  a,  most 
unfortunate  accident  took  from  us  our  loved  Colonel  Collier.  As  he  was  borne 
away  to  the  rear,  many  a  heart  drooped  and  was  sad,  that  we  had  thus  suffered 
the  loss  of  two  of  our  oldest  and  most  valued  officers. 

The  commanding  position  we  occupied  that  day  gave  us  a  view  of  the  grand- 
est sight  of  our  whole  military  experience.  The  terrific  cannonading  which 
commenced  about  1  o'clock  p.  m. ,  in  which  over  three  hundred  guns  joined  their 
deafening  crash  and  roar,  made  the  earth  beneath  us  fairly  tremble.  The 
scream  of  shells  overhead,  as  the  artillery  on  the  Round  Tops  took  part  in  the 
awful  chorus  made  the  hours  and  place  something  indescribable,  and  never  to 
be  effaced  from  our  mind  and  memory.  Then  when  those  brave  men'in  gray, 
under  the  lead  of  their  gallant  Pickett,  came  in  solid  ranks,  seventeen  thou- 
sand strong,  over  yonder  Seminary  Ridge,  marching  steadily  on  in  the  face  of 
death,  the  sight  was  grand  and  inspiring  ;  but  when  those  brave  boys  in  blue, 
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under  Gibbon,  and  Hays,  and  Stannard,  and  that  invincible  soldier,  Hancock, 
opened  their  deadly  fire  on  the  oncoming  foe,  and  the  Union  guns  to  the  right 
and  to  the  left  and  in  the  center,  opened  their  iron  and  brass  throats,  and 
poured  their  hot  shot  and  shell  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  scattering  death 
and  destruction,  the  scene  became  one  of  awful  grandeur. 

The  victory  was  won.  Baffled  and  beaten,  with  bleeding  and  broken  ranks, 
Pickett's  grand  division  is  defeated,  and  falls  back  in  great  confusion.  Still 
the  enemy  shows  a  stubborn  disposition,  and  annoys  our  lines  by  occasional 
firing. 

About  6  o'clock  that  evening  the  right  wing  of  our  regiment  received  orders 
to  move  forward  and  clear  the  woods  in  our  immediate  front.  Under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Moody,  we  advanced  about  half  a  mile,  driv- 
ing the  rebel  skirmishers  to  the  line  of  the  Emmitsburg  road.  A  brisk  firing 
was  kept  up  lor  nearly  an  hour.  During  this  time  a  number  of  our  men  were 
wounded— some  of  them  fatally.  Of  those  are  Dorn  of  Company  "J,"  Parks 
of  "  C,"  and  Ferguson  of  '•  A  ''  Company,  who  are  among  tlie  thousands  that 
are  quietly  sleeping  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  yonder,  which  a  grateful  Nation 
has  set  apart  for  the  slain  of  Gettysburg. 

The  point  to  which  we  advanced  is  now  marked  by  the  Grecian  cross,  which 
our  regiment,  through  much  effort,  secured  and  set  up  on  this  field  three 
years  ago. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  republics  are  ungrateful  ;  hut  the  sentiment  is 
not  true.  Our  presence  here  to-day,  in  such  large  numbers,  testifies  to  the  con- 
trary. Through  the  love  and  appreciation  which  the  loyal  citizens  of  this  great 
Commonwealth  bear  towards  her  sons,  who  were  her  defenders  when  her  soil 
was  invaded,  we  have  been  summoned  to  meet  once  more  on  this  sacred  spot, 
where  so  many  hundreds  and  thousands  of  our  brave  comrades  laid  their  lives 
upon  the  altar  of  their  country. 

We  are  here  to  join  in  the  dedication  of  these  scores  of  beautiful  tablets  and 
monuments  which  a  great  State  has  provided  and  set  up  as  a  lasting  memorial 
in  honor  of  the  noble  dead,  as  well  as  a  tribute  to  the  survivors  of  the  regi- 
ments who  lielped  to  drive  the  invader  from  her  borders.  Much  as  we  have 
cherished  our  glorious  Keystone  State,  and  her  loyal  people,  the  action  which 
has  made  this  occasion  possible  has  deepened  and  strengthened  the  ties  of  af- 
fection. Our  gratitude  goes  out  towards  the  patriotic  men  who  have  thus 
testified  their  appreciation.  But,  above  all,  we  are  grateful  to  that  merciful 
Providence  who  has  permitted  so  many  of  us  to  gather  together,  to  look  into 
one  another's  faces  and  grasp  hands  once  more  on  the  famous  field. 

The  uptorn  earth  where  shot  and  shell  plowed  great  rents,  has  been  healed 
by  the  green  of  nature.  In  place  of  the  thunder  of  cannon  and  the  rattle  of 
musketry,  there  may  be  heard  the  rustle  of  the  winds  through  the  leaves  and 
the  song  of  birds.  As  we  gather  here  again,  our  thoughts  go  back  to  our  last 
meeting,  three  short  vears  ago.  Yet  we  miss  the  musical,  deep,  bass  notes  of 
Benitz  ;  and  the  manly,  warm-hearted  Tom  Armstrong,  who  stood  before  you 
then,  and  spoke  with  so  much  feeling.  Alas,  they  have  fallen  and  we  miss 
them.  Who  shall  be  the  next  ?  Of  all  our  number,  none  excelled  in  his  de- 
votion to  the  perpetuation  of  the  historical  part  of  our  regiment's  share  in  the 
great  battle  of  Gettysburg,  than  did  the  lamented  Sam  Harper.  No  one  has 
done  more  to  secure  all  the  benefits  of  a  Commonwealth's  bounty  in  marking 
this  historic  field  or  preserving  its  memories  with  accuracy,  than  did  our  com- 
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rade,  Harper.  His  interest  in  his  comrades  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
ninth  was  warm  and  abiding.  How  proud  we  all  were  of  his  grand  and  eloqu- 
ent utterances  at  the  dedication  of  our  Greek  Cross.  But,  alas  !  alas  !  he  too 
has  been  summoned  to  his  rest,  by  the  great  commander  ;  and  we  mourn  his 
absence  to-day. 

I  could  not  conceive  of  anything  more  appropriate  this  afternoon,  nor  could 
I  possibly  prepare  anything  nearly  so  beautiful  in  language,  as  to  adopt  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  our  lamented  comrade  in  the  dedication,  three  years 
since,  as  follows  : 

I  dedicate  this  beautiful  monument  in  memory  not  only  of  our  comrades  who  fell  on 
this  field,  but  also  those  who  fell  on  all  the  baltle-flelds  of  the  war.  I  dedicate  it  in 
memory  of  a  regiment,  which  shared  all  the  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from 
September  1, 1862,  until  the  end  of  the  war ;  and  whose  spotless  record  renders  it  unnec- 
essary that  I  should  speak  its  eulogy.  I  dedicate  it  to  all  that  is  noble  in  human  na- 
ture :  to  couragre  and  valor ;  to  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  in  the  cause  of  humanity ;  to 
a  loyalty  and  patriotism  that  never  faltered ;  and  to  a  faith  in  the  Nation's  cause  that 
was  never  shaken,  even  in  the  hour  of  peril  and  disaster.  I  dedicate  it  with  all  the  re- 
verence of  a  frail  and  erring  heart,  to  that  merciful  and  living  God,  whose  protecting 
power  has  so  continually  overshadowed  this  beloved  land,  and  who  led  the  Union 
army  to  victory ;  and  I  pray  that  in  all  time  to  come.  He  will  hold  this  Nation  in  His 
heart  and  guide  it  on  to  the  highest  and  grandest  destiny. 


DEDICATION    UF   MONUMENT 

140™  REGIMENT    INFANTRY 

September  ii,  1889 
ADDRESS  OF  HON.  A.   S.  SHALLENBERGER 

COMRADES  of  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry : — This  day  will  be  forever  memorable  in  your  history.  Six  and 
twenty  years  have  elapsed  since  you  stood  upon  these  rocky  heights,  in 
the  terrible  conflict  of  arms. 

Much  has  been  written  in  depreciation  of  the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Gettysburg,  but  I  think  it  may  be  safely  assumed 
that  in  the  years  to  come,  other  great  battles  of  the  war  will  be  more  or  less 
observed  in  the  shadow  of  forgetfulncss.  while  Gettysburg  will  shine  more  and 
more  resplendent,  the  central  figure  of  the  great  civil  conflict,  the  most  con- 
spicuous and  picturesque  battle-field  of  modern  times. 

Under  the  fostering  care  of  so  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  reinforced 
by  the  helping  hand  of  the  National  Government,  these  long-extended  battle 
lines  will  be  peopled  by  a  multitude  of  imperishable  shafts  in  granite  and 
bronze,  each  telling  in  eloquent  and  pathetic  story  the  purchase  price  of  na- 
tional unity  and  lasting  peace. 

The  victories  we  celebrate  to-day  have  their  crowning  glory  in  the  fact  that 
vii.-tors  and  vanquished  may  sit  together  on  equal  terms,  and  enjoy,  as  never 
before,  a  feast  of  national  prosperity  and  power  hitherto  unknown. 

The  magnanimity  of  Grant  at  Appomattox,  was  worthy  the  greatest  general 
of  the  greatest  Republic  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

We  compromise  no  principle  when  we  give  full  credit  to  the  courage  and 
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skill  of  those  who  fought  so  fiercely  for  the  cause  they  thought  was  right.  The 
cause  for  which  they  fought  is  lost  forever.  The  battle  lines  of  Gettysburg, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  will  remain  in  the  custody  of  loyal  hands  and 
hearts. 

When  your  children  and  mine  shall  come  to  view  the  places  where  we  stood 
facing  the  leaden  tempest  that  swept  these  hills,  I  want  them  to  see  and  know 
the  location  and  losses  of  the  serried  hosts  we  overcame. 

I  hope  to  see  the  day  when  every  Confederate  command  will  have  an  appro- 
priate marker  on  this  field,  paid  for  by  the  National  Government,  and  planted 
by  the  Battle-field  Association,  to  restore  lines  of  battle,  to  illustrate  history, 
to  attest  the  prowess  of  the  Union  army  and  to  record  treason's  losses.  Here 
picture  rebellion  rising  to  its  supremest  effort  and  falling  fatally  wounded. 

Comrades,  your  contribution  to  the  Gettysburg  of  1889  is  honorable  and 
conspicuous,  as  it  was  to  the  Gettysburg  of  1863.  The  polished  granite  that 
you  have  selected  to  tell  the  story  of  your  location  and  losses,  is  beautiful  in 
design  and  magnificent  in  proportions. 

The  number  of  survivors  answering  your  roll  call  to-day  is  larger  than  at  any 
former  annual  reunion  since  the  war,  and  is  evidence  of  sterling  loyalty  to  the 
memoiy  of  your  comrades. 

Again  you  may  congratulate  yourselves  on  having  been  a  pioneer  regiment 
in  the  work  of  educating  our  great  State  to  the  point  of  extending  her  generous 
aid  to  the  beautiful  and  comprehensive  plan  of  State  representation. 

More  than  five  years  ago  you  undertook  to  erect  a  memorial  block  of  granite, 
cut  from  the  hills  on  which  we  fought,  to  the  memory  of  the  fallen  comrades. 
By  voluntary  contributions  from  all  the  companies  the  work  was  easily  com- 
pleted, and  the  monument  standing  to  our  left  was  dedicated  with  appropriate 
ceremonies,  August  11,  1885.  The  legend  which  we  inscribed  on  the  larger 
monument  unveiled  to-day,  was  in  part  inscribed  upon  it.  We  treasure  it  be- 
cause it  evidenced  our  prophetic  faith  in  this  monumental  battle-field,  and  be- 
cause many  of  our  comrades  who  gave  it  most  valued  support  have  since  gone 
to  their  reward  and  we  associate  their  names  with  the  heroic  company  of  spirits 
whose  fame  it  perpetuates. 

On  tho  monument  we  dedicate  to-day  you  are  permitted  to  inscribe  the  losses 
you  sustained  during  all  the  period  of  you  service. 

This  record  is  eloquent  and  pathetic.  Only  three  other  regiments  of  infan- 
try, in  all  the  armies  of  the  Union,  exceed  your  percentage  of  casualties. 

The  morning  of  July  1  found  you  at  Uniontown,  Maryland,  more  than  thirty 
miles  from  Gettysburg. 

In  the  order  of  march  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  in  which  you  served, 
had  the  rear  as  guard  to  the  wagon  train. 

The  day  was  hot  and  the  roads  dusty.  The  baitings  and  delays  were  num- 
erous and  rumors  of  battle  exciting. 

Soon  the  wagon  train  was  faced  about  and  ordered  into  park.  Artillery  and 
ammunition  trains  claimed  the  right  of  way  and  hastened  to  the  front.  At 
noon  smoke  was  observed  rising  in  the  direction  of  Gettysburg.  A  little  later 
wild  stories  of  severe  fighting  and  heavy  losses  came  back  along  the  line.s. 
About  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  you  had  orders  to  halt  for  coffee  but  few  of  your 
number  were  quick  enough  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  brief  time  allowed  and 
secure  a  cup.  Forward  march  cut  short  many  a  tempting  treat.  The  air  was 
full  of  the  restless  activity  of  great  preparations. 
43 
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Tramp,  tramp,  tramp  until  1.30  o'clock  that  night,  when  you  were  ordered 
to  lie  down  until  early  daybreak. 

Not  all  the  stories  of  fighting  beyond  Gettysburg,  not  the  disastrous  repulse 
of  our  troops  and  the  death  of  General  Keynolds,  not  even  the  certainty  of  a 
sanguinary  ooniiict  next  day,  could  chase  away  sleep  from  your  eyelids. 
Utterly  exhausted  you  sank  to  sleep  only  to  be  rudely  awakened  again  at  3.30 
and  ordered  to  march  forward  without  breakfast,  six  miles  to  the  front.  More 
exhausting  than  the  battle-field  is  the  weariness  of  such  a  march. 

At  about  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  you  reached  the  field  of  Gettys- 
burg and  took  position  in  line  on  the  left  center,  stacked  arms  and  rested  with 
accoutrements  on.  A  most  surprising  qnietness  settled  down  upon  the  field 
and  for  hours  you  napped  upon  the  grass,  and  otherwise  enjoyed  the  summer 
day. 

At  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  lively  picket  firing  was  heard  on  the  left  center. 
A  division  of  the  Third  Corps  was  seen  moving  forward  in  line  of  battle  by 
brigade.  Beautifully  the  movement  was  executed — flags  flying  and  bayonets 
glistening  in  the  sunlight  as  they  march  against  the  foe. 

Soon  the  enemy  appear  in  force.  Rebel  batteries  open  on  the  flank  of  our 
advancing  line. 

Now  a  shot  is  heard  on  our  extreme  right.  Turning  about  we  see  the  smoke 
rise  and  shot  follows  shot  in  quick  succession.  Battery  after  battery  awakes 
out  of  sleep  and  succeed  in  hurling  back  the  terrific  onset  of  the  enemy  who 
aimed  to  turn  our  right  flank. 

Foiled  in  the  attempt  his  forces  are  heard  slowly  passing  around  the  long 
line  of  battle  to  engage  in  the  desperate  fighting  now  culminating  on  our  left. 

A  battery  near  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  now  gets  the  range  of  our 
pleasant  resting  place  and  treats  us  to  a  shot  or  two. 

Quickly  we  fall  back  to  the  right  and  rear  out  of  range,  but  our  batteries 
soon  silenced  the  rebel  guns.  The  fighting  grows  more  and  more  exciting  and 
desperate  on  our  left.  Smoke  rises  in  dense  clouds  from  Little  Round  Top. 
The  rattle  of  musketry,  the  crash  of  grape  and  canister  through  the  dense 
woodland  tell  the  story  of  the  conflict.  Orders  come  to  our  First  Division — 
fall  in  and  follow  the  staff'  ofiicer  across  the  field  to  the  left. 

At  quick  step  we  go — and  every  moment  the  noise  of  battle  deepens.  Our 
lines  are  weak.     The  gap  to  the  left  of  Sickles  is  alarming. 

Crossing  the  edge  of  the  wheat-field  we  enter  the  rocky  woodland  and  try  to 
wheel  into  line.  Forward  over  dead  and  wounded,  over  and  around  huge 
boulders,  passing  over  the  prostrate  forms  of  troops  exhausted  whom  we  are 
expected  to  relieve,  througli  stifling  heat  and  smoke  we  push  our  way  until  we 
sight  the  enemy  and  find  the  Irish  Brigade  fiercely  engaged  to  our  left  and 
lapping  our  front.  Extending  our  line  to  the  right  until  it  emerges  into  the 
open  field,  we  give  three  loud  cheers  and  press  Ihe  enemy  close.  Load  and  fire 
at  will  the  order, comes. 

Terrible  beyond  words  to  picture  the  tempestuous  rattle  of  the  musketry,  as 
it  sweeps  over  our  heads  in  the  heavy  timber  and  plows  through  our  ranks.  A 
rebel  battery  gains  position  and  pours  its  enfilading  fire  down  our  lines.  With 
intrepid  courage  and  reckless  daring  our  colonel  rushes  in  front  of  his  regiment 
to  lead  it  by  the  right  flank  and  by  change  of  line  to  meet  and  check  if  possi- 
ble the  flanking  party  coming  against  our  right,  but  before  he  reaches  position 
to  command  he  falls  to  the  ground  fatally  pierced  by  several  bullets. 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  675 

Loving  hands  carry  him  back  a  short  distance  and  the  fight  goes  on.  Look- 
ing down  our  line  to  the  left  we  see  our  division  rapidly  retiring  and  our  own 
left  quickly  following.  None  too  soon  indeed,  for  alreadj^  the  rebel  infantry  is 
turning  our  right  and  passing  down  our  rear. 

Sweeping  across  the  wheat-field,  in  shattered  detachments,  almost  surrounded 
by  the  exultant  foe,  the  remnant  of  our  strong  proud  regiment  is  seen  to  fly,  in 
the  du.sk  of  that  eventful  day.  "Where  our  line  would  rally  we  dared  not  guess. 
The  wounded  in  large  numbers  were  soon  collected  at  a  little  farm  house 
skirting  the  wheat-field,  and  the  rebel  soldiers  passed  on.  Two  of  the  Phillips 
Legion,  North  Carolina  troops,  as  they  told  us,  were  left  to  guard  those  of  us 
who,  wounded,  had  been  aided  by  comrades  to  reach  the  house. 

For  fifteen  minutes  perhaps,  visions  of  southern  prisons  flitted  before  many 
of  us,  but  see,  the  tide  of  battle  turns.  Up  come  the  Pennsylvania  Eeserves  and 
back  in  hot  haste  come  the  rebels.  They  pass  us  by,  not  even  calling  off  our 
guards  who  fall  willingly  into  our  hands,  prisoners  of  war,  heartily  sick  of  it 
they  say.  Never  was  the  old  flag  more  welcome.  Darkness  closed  in  upon  the 
field  of  carnage,  and  the  sickening  story  of  the  wheat-field,  the  brilliant  rescue 
of  the  Round  Tops,  had  passed  into  history. 

It  was  just  6  o'clock  by  the  watch  I  carried  when  we  crossed  the  corner  of 
the  wheat-field  going  into  action.  By  count  of  the  regiment  which  I  made  that 
day,  we  numbered  twenty-five  officers  and  four  hundred  and  ninety  enlisted 
men  at  that  moment.  Less  than  two  hours  later  we  had  lost  in  action,  by  of- 
ficial records,  fourteen  officers  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  enlisted  men. 
Your  own  lieutenant-colonel  was  left  the  ranking  oflicer  of  the  brigade.  Sad 
and  sorrowful  was  your  duty  that  night  rallying  the  remnant  of  a  splendid  regi- 
ment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  you  were  given  position  on  left  center  which  you 
held  during  the  terrible  conflict  of  that  day,  without  firing  a  shot  and  without, 
further  loss  to  your  decimated  ranks. 

Very  imperfectly  I  have  thus  sketched  your  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg^ 
my  comrades.  Other  armies  of  the  Union  were  equally  brave,  and  other  vic- 
tories equally  brilliant,  but,  uevertiieless,  Gettysburg  will  ever  remain  the  most 
interesting  battle  field  of  the  great  civil  conflict.  Here  was  the  high  tide  of 
rebellion,  here  the  focus  of  sacrifice  and  suiFering  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  Here  let  our  children  and  our  children's  children  make  their  pilgrim- 
ages, my  comrades,  to  learn  from  these  thickly  peopled  lines  of  battle  and  from 
legends  in  granite  and  bronze,  how  lurid  the  days,  how  dark  the  nights,  how 
bloody  the  way,  through  which  the  flag  of  the  Union  was  carried  to  victory. 
And  .such  a  victory  !  Lasting  peace  and  marvelous  prosperity  for  all  the  land, 
north  and  south,  east  and  west. 

Here  let  us  dedicate  ourselves  and  our  children  to  the  great  responsibilities 
and  privileges  that  lie  before  a  people  so  highly  favored.  Pennsylvania  has  dealt 
generously  with  her  citizen-soldiers.  May  righteousness  and  peace  abide  with 
her  evermore. 
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141^^  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  12,  1889 

BY  CHAPLAIN  DAVID  CRAFT 

THIS  regiment  was  composed  of  six  companies  from  Bradford  county,  two 
from  Susquehanna,  one  from  Wayne,  and  one  partly  from  Bradford  and 
partly  from  Sullivan  counties.  The  men  were  enlisted  the  early  part 
of  August,  1863,  and  the  regiment  was  mustered  August  28,  and  im- 
mediately sent  to  Washington,  which  was  reached  the  following  day.  After  a 
halt  of  a  few  hours,  the  men  were  sent  to  Arlington  Heights,  and  then  on  a 
night  march  to  Chain  bridge,  which  was  reached  in  a  pouring  rain  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30th.  At  the  request  of  both  officers  and  men,  the  command  was 
given  to  Henry  J.  Madill,  formerly  a  lawyer  in  Towanda,  Pennsylvania,  but, 
at  that  time,  major  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Reserves.  The  regiment  was 
joined  to  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Third  Corps,  which  was 
then  occupying  the  defences  about  Washington. 

The  early  part  of  October  the  brigade  was  sent  to  Poolesville,  a  little  later 
became  .part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  in  December  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  where  its  loss  was  only  one  killed  and  four  wounded. 
At  Chancellorsville  the  regiment,  which  was  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  was 
under  very  severe  fire  several  times  and  suffered  heavily.  Out  of  four  hundi'ed 
and  eighty-four  officers  and  men  who  went  into  the  engagement  two  hundred 
and  fifty  were  either  killed,  wounded  or  missing. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  1 ,  the  regiment  was  halted  on  the  Emmitsburg  road. 
While  eating  their  suppers,  orders  were  received  to  hasten  to  Gettysburg,  which 
"was  reached  about  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  bivouacked  in  the  field  near 
George  Weikart's  house.  During  the  forenoon  the  regiment  was  moved  into 
line  toward  the  house  of  Abraham  Trostle.  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  brigade 
was  advanced  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Emmitsburg  road,  and  formed  in  line 
of  battle.  The  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  right,  the  Sixty- 
eighth  on  the  left,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  in  the  center,  with  the  One 
hundred  and  fifth  and  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers supporting.  The  line  was  doubled  on  the  center  with  Hart's  Battery  in 
the  front. 

A  little  after  the  line  of  the  brigade  was  changed,  the  One  hundred  and  fifth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  connecting  with  the  left  of  Humphreys'  Division, 
and  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  occupying  a  jjosition  on  the  Millerstown 
road  on  the  left  of  the  Second  New  Hampshire  Regiment,  which  was  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  Emmitsburg  and  Millerstown  roads.  1  [ere  the  regiment  sup- 
ported Hart's  Battery,  which  had  been  moved  forward  and  repelled  an  attack 
of  the  Eighth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  in  which  it  sufiered  considerable  loss. 

The  battery  having  retired,  the  regiment  took  position  in  the  rear  of  the 
Wentz  house,  from  which  it  retired  to  another  position  near  a  cherry  tree.  Here 
it  was  assailed  by  a  South  Carolina  and  Mississippi  Brigade,  when,  alter  heroic- 
ally maintaining  their  position  for  several  minutes,  they  were  compelled  to  re- 
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tire  before  the  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  The  loss  of  the  regiment 
was  terrible.  Out  of  two  hundred  men  and  nine  commissioned  officers,  the  loss 
in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  was  six  officers  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  men.  Of  these  it  was  found  by  actual  count  that  forty-nine  were  either 
killed  or  mortally  wounded,  ninety-live  were  wounded  and  seven  were  captured 
or  missing. 

The  day  after  the  battle  the  colonel  reported  twenty-five  men  killed,  ninety- 
seven  men  and  six  officers  wounded  and  twenty-one  captured  or  missing.  On 
subsequent  investigation  it  was  found  that  most  of  those  reported  "missing  " 
were  either  killed  outright  or  severely  wounded.  Of  the  former,  twenty-nine 
were  found  dead  on  the  field  and  twenty  subsequently  died  of  wounds  received. 
Among  the  latter  was  the  beloved  and  patriotic  major  of  the  regiment,  Israel 
P.  Spalding;  Captain  Horton  was  the  only  commissioned  officer,  except  the 
colonel,  who  was  unhurt,  and  he  had  been  stunned  by  the  concussion  of  an  ex- 
ploding shell  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement.  Every  man  in  the  color- 
guard  was  either  killed  or  severely  wounded,  and  the  colors  were  carried  from 
the  field  by  the  colonel. 

On  the  3d  of  July  the  regiment  was  not  actively  engaged,  occupying  a  posi- 
tion in  the  second  line  during  Pickett's  charge. 

Upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  Third  Corps,  the  regiment  became  a  part  of  the 
Second  Corps,  and  was  frequently  engaged  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  it 
was  mustered  out  of  service  with  a  record  for  gallantry  and  suffering  second  to 
no  Pennsylvania  regiment  during  the  war. 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

142°  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  i  i,  1889 

ADDRESS  OF  COLONEL  H.  N.  WARREN 

COMRADES  : — We  are  here  to-day  to  perform  one  'of  the  most  solemn 
duties  of  our  lives— to  dedicate  this  monument  to  the  sacred  memory  of 
our  brave  and  faithful  associates  who,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
marched  with  us  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  who  did 
more  than  we,  for,  as  Providence  would  have  it,  they  gave  up  their  lives  that 
their  country  might  live. 

This  beautiful  monument  of  granite  erected,  paid  for  and  presented  by  tne 
grand  old  Keystone  State,  is  a  fitting  and  eloquent  testimonial  of  the  kindly 
feelings  of  love  and  charity  she  has  always  entertained  and  displayed  for  her 
loyal  sons.  Comrades,  it  becomes  us  as  survivors  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  this  day  and  upon  this  public  occasion,  to 
thank,  in  our  immost  hearts,  the  loyal  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  through 
our  distinguished  comrade  who  governs  them,  for  their  kindness  and  liberality 
in  erecting  upon  this  sacred  soil,  this  lasting  tribute  to  our  old  regiment  of 
whose  services  we  are  all  justly  proud,  and  to  our  fallen  comrades  who  were, 
by  the  casualties  of  war,  transferred  from  our  muster-rolls  to  the  muster-rolls 
on  high. 
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This  monument,  comradeSj  will  tell  the  world — yes,  generations  yet  unborn, 
that  the  men  who  composed  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  were  patriots  ;  it  will  be  a  silent  yet  potential  monitor  proclaiming 
our  sacrifice  to  loyalty,  our  love  for  the  Union,  and  our  devotion  to  the  stars 
and  stripes.  It  will  impress  our  children  when  we  are  gone,  with  the  fact  that 
their  fathers  dared  to  die  that  their  country  might  live,  and  that  the  blessings 
of  civil  liberty  might  be  perpetuated  and  handed  down  to  them  unimpaired, 
and,  unless  I  go  far  astray  in  my  prophecy,  it  will  inspire  them  with  the  same 
spirit  of  loyalty  manifested  by  this  generation  when  it  gave  over  half  a  million 
of  lives  to  make  true  and  complete  the  declaration  of  our  forefathers  that  "all 
men  are  created  equal." 

This  monument,  comrades,  will  live  for  ages  after  we  have  been  laid  to  rest 
"  under  the  shade  of  the  trees."  It  will  be  an  evidence  that  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  one  of  the  regiments  of  the  old 
Fir.st  Corps  which,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1863,  under  the  gallant  Reynolds, 
first  intercepted  and  gave  battle  to  the  great  army  of  invaders  who  were  then, 
with  almost  superhuman  efforts,  trying  to  transfer  the  seat  of  war  into  Penn- 
sylvania, lay  waste  her  beautiful  homes  and,  if  possible,  capture  and  take  pos- 
session of  her  populous  cities,  when  they  could  reasonably  sue  for  a  peace  such 
as  might  be  agreeable  to  themselves.  The  result  we  all  know,  and  we  of  the 
Union  army  who  still  live,  cannot  but  rejoice  that  the  issue  terminated  as  it 
did,  and  that,  to  us  in  the  outcome. 

"  The  lines  are  fallen  in  pleasant  places,  and  we  have  a  goodly  heritage." 


ADHRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  R.  SNOWDEN 

COMRADES : — We  have  gathered  here  to-day  from  distant  parts,  even 
from  beyond  the  borders  of  the  State,  to  dedicate  the  monument  raised 
by  a  grateful  Commonwealth  to  commemorate  the  services  of  our  com- 
mand. We  assemble  on  this  spot  sacred  to  the  memories  of  our  fallen 
friends  with  feelings  blended  alike  with  joy  and  sorrow.  It  stirs  us  with  joy 
unspeakable  to  see  a;gain  our  associates  of  other  days,  our  companions  on  the 
march,  in  bivouac  and  in  battle,  and  to  grasp  the  outstretched  hand  which 
nourished  us  when  ill  or  supported  us  when  wounded,  and  to  renew  old  recol- 
lections and  friendships ;  and  with  sorrow  to  observe  that  "  the  moving  acci- 
dents of  field  and  flood"  have  left  so  few  to  tell  the  tale  of  great  events  now 
long  gone  by.  The  eye  overflows  and  the  voice  can  scarcely  be  trusted  to  speak 
the  emotions  of  the  heart.  While  kindly  nature  has  with  tree,  and  bush,  and 
flower  covered  gaping  rents  made  in  the  rude  conflict  of  arms,  the  lapse  of 
time  leaves  its  indelible  marks  upon  those  whom  the  fortunes  of  war  and  of 
peace  have  left  to  survive.  In  the  quarter  of  a  century  elapsed  since  you  were 
mustered  out,  slender  youths  have  become  stalwart  men,  "bearded  like  the 
pard,"  and  those  a  little  older  have  advanced  beyond  the  line  of  middle  age  ; 
upon  others  the  frosts  have  left  their  traces,  and,  alas  !  others  who  escaped  the 
perils  of  battle  have  gone  to  join  the  silent  and  ever-increasing  majority. 

It  remains  for  us  to  renew  the  story  of  the  regiment,  and  while  we  may  not 
recall  our  absent  comrades  from  their  silent  abodes,  we  may  pay  fit  tribute  to 
virtues  which  led  them  to  noble  service  in  -behalf  of  the  cause  for  which  they 
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fell.  "While  they  perished  in  restoring  a  broken  Union  they  established  the 
enduring  fame  of  this  beloved  regiment.  Regrets  are  vain  that  they  lived  not 
to  see  the  day  when,  as  now,  the  character  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  for  heroism,  devotion  and  other  martial  quali- 
ties is  acknowledged  to  be  the  highest  type  of  the  American  Volunteer. 
Modest,  patient,  obedient,  it  did  its  work  for  no  motives  other  than  those  of 
patriotism  and  fidelity  to  duty  in  whatsoever  shape  it  might  assume,  regard- 
less of  whatsoever  consequences  might  ensue,  knowing  only  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  Government  and  the  noble  impulses  of  hearts  which  had  rather  calmly 
face  death  with  feet  to  the  foe  than  ignominiously  turn  the  back. 

As  much  could  have  been  expected  and  foretold  from  the  character  of  the 
men  who  filled  its  ranks,  for  they  represented  the  diverse  pursuits  and  the 
<;omposite  character  of  the  American  citizen.  Among  them  were  the  followers 
of  the  learned  professions,  men  in  business,  bankers,  mechanics  of  all  kinds, 
tiriliers  of  oil  wells,  minei-s  of  coal  and  iron,  farmers,  clerks,  proBucers  and 
manufacturers  of  lumber,  teachers,  in  fact  of  almost  every  branch  of  industry, 
and  generous  and  spirited  boys  from  school,  college  and  the  shop.  The  sturdy 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  were  there  with  their  simple  ways  and  honest  hearts  ;  the 
stern  and  resolute  Scotch-Irish,  the  indomitable  Welsh,  the  pertinacious  Eng- 
lish, the  gallant  and  impetuous  Irish,  the  steadfast  Scotch  and  the  American  of 
«very  extraction,  Protestant  and  Catholic,  all  met  on  the  level  of  citizeushii) 
and  of  patriotism.  Made  up  of  such  elements  the  regiment  formed  a  fit  type 
of  the  State  and  of  the  country  at  large  and  consequently  in  no  other  organiza- 
tion was  the  sentiment  more  prevalent  and  powerful  which  led  every  one  to 
feel  that  the  war  was  his  personal  fight.  Inspired,  then,  with  the  conviction 
that  their  individual  interests,  their  future  prosperity,  their  homes,  and  above 
all  the  honor,  welfare  and  perpetuity  of  their  country,  native  and  adopted, 
were  at  stake,  no  sacrifice,  no  hardship,  no  danger  was  too  great  for  them 
patiently  to  meet  and  successfully  to  undergo.  With  the  cheerful  spirit  of 
obedience,  the  bowing  of  the  neck  to  the  voluntary  yoke  of  discipline,  was  the 
lofty  emotion  of  rivalry  with  other  regiments,  the  resolution  not;  to  be  outdone 
in  feats  of  valor  when  tending  to  useful  ends,  for  they  had  not  the  gaudimn 
aerlaminis,  the  joy  of  conflict — few  in  either  army  felt  it — and  to  hold  the  repu- 
tation of  the  command  not  only  free  from  reproach  but  clear,  bright,  luminous 
with  deeds  of  heroism  and  endurance. 

Officers  and  men  alike  entered  the  army  with  little  or  no  preparatory  train- 
ing. The  number  of  officers  who  were  instructed  in  tactics  could  be  counted 
on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  As  an  illustration  of  the  ignorance  which  pre- 
vailed of  the  simplest  details,  a  lieutenant  in  temporary  command,  on  the  first 
formation  of  the  regiment,  put  the  right  of  his  company  where  the  left  ought 
to  have  rested,  and  seeing  the  other  troops  with  their  arms  at  an  order— those 
Belgian  rifles  of  sorrowful  memory— to  conform  to  the  movement  innocently 
directed  his  men  to  "ground  arms!"  But  the  colonel  had  been  captain  of 
Company  A,  Tenth  Reserves,  and  the  major  had  seen  some  experience  in  the 
three  months'  service.  Drilling,  however,  persistent  and  intelligent,  soon 
brought  the  mass  of  raw  recruits  to  a  high  state  of  discipline  and  efficiency 
which  enabled  them  to  make  an  illustrious  record  and  to  stand  with  credit  and 
distinction  by  the  side  of  older  and  more  experienced  organizations. 

Aware  of  its  own  merits  it  never  sought  popular  applause,  and  it  was  satis- 
:fted  with  the  consciousness  of  duty  well  done.     Sensible  to  praise  and  grateful 
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for  approval  in  those  quarters  where  criticism  was  just  and  valuahle  it  was 
content  to  rely  upon  the  truth  of  impartial  history  for  its  place  in  the  niche  of 
fame.  If,  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  seldom  that  a  newspaper  writer  or  an  army 
correspondent  mentioned  it  in  the  pages  of  the  press  which  were  too  often 
used  for  the  glorification  of  favorite  leaders  and  pet  regiments,  on  the  other 
it  escaped,  for  it  did  not  deserve  animadversion  or  censure.  Now,  however, 
that  the  merits  of  the  various  commands  are  being  reviewed  and  carefully 
weighed  in  the  public  prints  by  accurate  and  careful  writers,  we  should  be  un- 
just to  our  departed  comrades,  to  ourselves  and  to  our  children  did  we  not 
proudly  and  confidently  assert  our  claim  to  a  superiority  which  is  being  tardily 
and  somewhat  reluctantly  conceded.  Far  be  it  from  us  in  any  way  to  detract 
from  the  well-earned  reputation  of  other  regiments,  our  gallant  comrades  in 
arms,  but  it  can  do  them  no  wrong  confidently  to  assert  our  right.  Nor  is  it 
inconsistent  with  the  modesty  which  sought  no  especial  distinction  but  was 
content  to  do  its  full  duty  unheralded  by  the  blare  of  trumpets  which  attended 
the  exploits  of  our  fellows,  now  that  the  books  are  open  and  the  accounts  being 
audited  and  settled,  to  ask  no  more  and  to  accept  no  le.ss  than  that  which  is 
justly  our  due. 

Of  individual  and  personal  gallantry  instances  enough  might  be  cited  to  fill 
a  book  ;  they  were  common  to  all  grades  from  the  commanding  oiScer  to  the 
private  in  his  blouse.  The  simple  soldier  in  the  ranks  rivalled  his  colonel  ia 
exposure  to  danger,  in  fervid  and  romantic  devotion  to  the  honor  of  his  flag, 
in  resolute  advance  upon  the  enemy,  in  firm,  «ullen  zeal,  defiant  retreat  before 
a  foe  for  the  moment  too  strong  to  be  overcome,  ready  at  a  favorable  moment 
to  turn  and  restore  the  fortunes  of  the  hour.  The  men  whose  first  experience 
of  marching  was  on  that  memorable  October  day  when  they  moved  from  Sharps- 
burg  to  South  Mountain,  in  a  storm  lasting  without  intermission  from  one 
morning  until  near  the  dawn  of  the  next,  too  tired  and  sleepy  to  stand  about 
the  feeble  fires  sputtering  and  sizzling  in  the  rain,  too  wet  to  lie  down,  were 
the  same  who,  when  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCalmont,  in  his  stirring  speech  be- 
fore they  moved  against  the  heights  of  Fredericksburg,  regretted  the  absence, 
from  illness,  of'their  beloved  colonel,  and  asked  them  well  to  do  their  duty  as 
became  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  soldiers  of  the  Republic,  responded  with 
ringing  cheers  to  the  amazement  of  the  Reserves  and  perhaps  to  the  wonder  of 
the  Confederates  whom  they  were  on  the  way  to  meet.  Later,  in  the  thick  of 
the  fight  when,  risen  from  a  sick  bed  at  Washington,  hastening  to  the  field  on 
hearing  that  the  army  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock,  Colonel  Cummins  rode 
up  at  a  furious  gallop  and  was  received  with  another  burst  of  applause,  such 
as  must  have  convinced  him,  if  necessary,  of  the  affection  of  his  regiment  for 
him  and  of  their  coolness  in  time  of  battle.  On  that  disastrous  field,  where  it 
first  met  the  enemy  and  experienced  its  baptism  of  fire,  two  hundred  and  fifty  of 
our  comrades,  one-third  of  those  who  went  into  action,  including  our  gallant 
major,  Bradley,  attested  by  their  blood,  their  heroism  and  devotion  to  the 
cause.  The  sacrifice  was  in  vaiu,  for  although  the  division  under  Meade  broke 
the  hostile  Hues  and  threatened  to  turn  their  right  flank,  the  only  one  which 
accomplished  so  much,  not  being  supported  by  other  and  fresher  troops  within 
easy  reach,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  slowly  fell  back,  with  a  solid 
front  opposed  to  the  advancing  foe. 

Passing  a\  ith  credit  through  the  Chaucellorsville  campaign,  where  at  Pollock's 
Mills  and  elsewhere  on  the  left  it  withstood  a  severe  artillery  fire  with  calmness 
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and  fortitude,  and  al'teiwards,  ou  the  extreme  right,  it  confronted  Stonewall 
Jackson's  veterans,  and,  with  the  First  Corps,  covered  the  retreat  of  the  army. 

On  this  fateful  and  bloody  field,  the  regiment  gained  imperishable  renown 
and  shed  additional  lustre  upon  the  country  and  the  flag.  The  story  of  tlie 
battle  cannot  be  told  without  alluding  to  this  very  spot  where  you  stood  on 
that  disastrous  first  day  of  July,  and,  unflinchingly,  faced  an  adversary  flushed 
with  recent  victories  and  greater  in  strength  and  position.  How  well  you  per- 
formed your  part  cannot  be  known  alone  from  dreary  records,  which,  in  figures, 
coldly  speak  of  losses,  but,  history  as  yet  unwritten,  when  fully  unfolded,  will 
reveal  to  your  admiring  countrymen,  a  contest  against  largely  superior  forces, 
which  will  reflect  glory  upon  your  name  as  long  as  the  Union  and  civilization 
shall  last,  longer  far  than  this  stone  shall  stand  unbroken  before  the  elements. 

Pushed  by  the  necessity  of  reaching  the  ground  at  an  early  hour,  wearied  by 
a  forced  march  from  Marsh  creek,  you  promptly  formed  line  and  opened  fire. 
Only  when  Reynolds  had  fallen  and  you  were  outflanked  you  pushed  back. 
Your  brigade  commander  grasped  your  colors  and  led  you  to  a  hopeless  charge, 
an  act  of  personal  gallantry,  undoubtedly,  but  unwise,  rash,  leading  to  misfortune 
which  might  not  otherwise  have  occurred.  Your  colonel,  the  heroic  Cummins, 
borne  ofi^  in  faithful  arms,  gave  up  his  noble  life  as  a  seal  to  his  devotion.  Form- 
ing a  barricade  in  front  of  yonder  seminary,  you  still  faced  outward,  and  only 
when  again  outflanked,  did  you  slowly  retire  under  McCalmont,  fiag  in  hand, 
through  the  town,  fighting,  resolute,  defiant,  like  Cassar's  legion,  you  put  all 
hope  of  safety  only  in  your  own  bravery.  On  reaching  the  cemetery,  preserving 
your  organization,  observing  the  long  lines  of  hostile  infantry  encircling  your 
position,  you  held  it  until  relieved  by  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops.  On  the 
2d  and  3d  you  firmly  kept  the  dangerous  and  responsible  places  assigned  to 
you,  and  while  not  again  exposed  to  great  loss,  you  well  performed  your  duty 
and  supported  your  comrades  who  were  more  actively  engaged  in  winning  the 
final  victory  which  hurled  back  the  invader  never  more  to  lift  his  head  north 
of  the  Potomac. 

To  this  brief  and  imperfect  review  of  your  conduct  on  this  field  must  be  added 
figures  taken  from  yonder  inscription,  which  has  been  verified  by  the  ofiicial 
records.  Out  of  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  officers  and  men,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  only  escaped  casualty,  and  two  hundred  and  eleven 
fell  in  action,  were  wounded  or  carried  into  captivity,  a  loss  of  sixty-three  per- 
centnm,  greater,  I  am  confident,  than  that  sustained  by  any  other  regimeut 
however  much  it  may  have  suffered  or  however  conspicuous  it  was  in  these 
sanguinary  conflicts.  Many  other  men  equally  brave  died  with  the  lion-like 
Cummins,  and  others,  as  one  may  see  about  him,  offered  up  their  limbs,  glow- 
ing with  youth  and  strength,  sacrificed  upon  the  common  altar  of  patriotism. 
Well  may  a  writer,  to  this  day  unknown,  in  the  editorial  columns  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Ledger,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1863,  remark: 

Few  regiments  in  any  circumstances  or  service  could  show  a  nobler  record  than  this. 
All  honor  to  the  memory  of  these  brave  men,  who  left  all  their  hopes  and  prospects  of 
life,  not  for  fortune  or  for  fame,  but  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  their  State,  their  country, 
and  not  these  alone,  but  to  the  free  Institutions  and  principles  therein  represented; 
principles  in  which  are  bound  up  the  noblest  feelings  and  dearest  interests  of  humanity. 

From  this  place,  in  rapid  pursuit  of  the  Confederates,  the  regiment  returned 
to  the  Rappahannock,  swiftly  withdrew  to  Bull  Run  and  Centerville,  arriving 
at  the  latter  point  by  forced  marches,  one  of  which  was  from  Kelly's  Ford  to 
Bristoe,  a  distance  of  thirty-one  miles,  in  time  to  seize  the  heights  before  the 
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euemy's  cavalry  could  occupy  them.  Going  back  to  the  Rapidan,  it  passed 
the  winter  in  quarters  at  Culpeper. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  on  the  reorganization  of  the  army  under  General  Grant, 
and  the  disruption  of  the  old  renowned  First  Corps,  a  matter  of  lasting  and 
profound  regret  to  all  who  had  served  with  it,  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  became  part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  General  Wadsworth, 
and  Fifth  Corps,  General  Warren.  Time  will  not  suffice  and  the  approaching 
storm  will  not  permit,  to  name  and  describe  all  the  battles,  movements  and 
sieges  in  which  it  afterwards  engaged.  For  to  do  so  would  be  to  recapitulate 
the  history  of  Grant's  campaigns  in  Virginia.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  in  the 
closing  scenes  at  Five  Forks  and  Appomattox,  it  was  ever  in  the  advance,  and 
wound  up  an  eventful  and  memorable  career  in  a  blaze  of  glory.  Through 
your  ranks  went  the  flag  of  truce  which  led  to  the  surrender,  and  Grant  rode 
to  the  final  meeting  with  Lee.  You  received  your  late  foes  with  open  arms, 
and,  as  generous  and  considerate  as  you  were  brave  in  the  last  irretrievable 
victory,  you  divided  with  them  the  contents  of  your  haversacks.  Thence  by 
marches,  easy  to  you  but  severe  to  others  of  less  training,  you  came  to  Wash- 
ington, where,  after  the  grand  review  on  which  the  eyes  of  the  world  were  fixed 
with  attention  and  astonishment,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  ceased  to  exist, 
living  only  in  the  pages  of  history  and  the  hearts  of  the  survivors  and  of  a  grate- 
ful country.  At  Harrisburg,  the  fragment  of  veterans,  weary  with  service, 
bronzed  by  the  weather  and  battered  by  wounds,  was  mustered  out  and  they 
returned  to  mingle  with  their  fellow-citizens,  conscious  of  a  great  duty  well 
done,  and  content  that  their  achievements  should  speak  for  themselves.  Later 
investigation  has  well  justified  that  confidence.  Able  and  accurate  writers 
have  shown  that  of  all  the  organizations  on  either  side,  one  only,  a  short-term 
regiment  from  North  Carolina,  met  with  casualties  so  numerous  in  proj)ortion, 
and  only  one  other,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  Pennsylvania,  can  claim 
right  to  compare  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  in  the  extent  of  its 
sacrifices  to  preserve  the  Union. 

Few  comrades  saw  so  much  hard  service,  none  suifered  greater  proportionate 
loss.  Of  an  aggregate  of  935,  all  told,  809  met  with  the  accidents  of  war,  in 
death,  wounds,  disease  and  other  ways  incident  to  protracted  campaigns,  and 
only  120  responded  to  roll-call  for  the  last  time.  The  history  of  the  regiment 
remains  to  be  written.  Deeds  of  heroism  and  endurance,  such  as  it  performed, 
at  times  even  unconscious  to  itself  of  their  brilliancy  or  value,  ought  not  to  be 
left  to  the  oblivion  of  musty  records  or  merged  in  the  achievements  of  larger 
bodies.  A  fruitful  field  is  open  to  some  writer,  gifted  with  an  accurate  and 
judicious  pen  and  patient  research,  and  moved  by  admiration  for  heroism 
seldom  if  ever  surpassed  since  the  world  rolled  out  from  the  hands  of  its 
creator. 

But,  my  comrades,  little  remains  now  to  be  said.  We  shall  soon  disperse  1o 
our  homes  and  many  of  us  will  never  again  meet  on  earth.  As  you  go  your 
several  ways,  however,  you  are  conscious  that  while  long  deferred  and  eagerly 
contested  the  impartial  verdict  has  now  been  rendered  and  your  claims  to 
superiority  for  bravery  and  devotion  not  only  are  not  denied  but  are  freely  con- 
ceded by  persons  most  familiar  with  events  which  took  place  in  the  course  of 
the  great  rebellion.  As  the  shades  of  evening  slowly  settle  down  upon  you, 
and  age  withers  stalwart  frames  which  here  and  elsewhere  did  glorious  battle 
for  liberty,  it  will  be  a  proud  consolation  to  recall  your  nnequaled  services, 
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and  to  remember  that  you  fought  under  a  regimental  flag  which,  while  it,  knew 
defeat  and  victory,  never  knew  dishonor.  After  all  your  toils,  danger  and  hard- 
ship, you  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  fame  of  the  regiment  is 
constantly  becoming  more  conspicuous  and  illustrious,  and  that  when  all  the 
truth  shall  finally  be  generally  settled  and  acknowledged  the  topmost  tablet  of 
the  history  of  the  war  will  record  in  indelible  characters  the  achievements  of 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

143°  REGIMENT  INFANTRY  ^ 

September  u,  1889 
HISTORICAL  ADDRESS  OF  M.   D.   ROCHE,   ESQ. 

VETERANS  of  tlie  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  ladies  and  gentlemen  :  — 
Our  revolutionary  fathers  had  bequeathed  to  us  a  Union  of  States 
baptized  in  their  blood.  They  launched  the  ship  of  State  out  into  the 
waters  of  time,  supported  by  the  most  beneficent  Constitution,  and 
^directed  by  the  eternal  principles  of  right  and  justice.  They  bade  a  generous 
welcome  to  the  down-trodden  serfs  of  every  land  ;  that  here  was  an  asylum  for 
the  oppressed  ;  that  here  was  a  flag  whose  protecting  folds  would  wave  alike 
above  the  Celt,  the  Teuton,  and  the  Gaul ;  that  here  was  prescribed  no  reli- 
gious creed  but  freedom  of  conscience,  and  in  return  they  asked  loyalty  to  the 

Union. 

The  first  rumbling  of  State  disaffection  manifested  itself  during  Jackson's 
-administration,  but  the  grand  document  called  the  Nullification  Proclamation 
sounded  like  a  clarion  throughout  the  land  and  hushed  the  threatening  spirit 
of  disunion.  Conspiracy  was  still  lurking  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  of  Soutli 
■Carolina  which  of  all  the  States  was  the  least  republican,  being  exclusive  and 
.aristocratic.  October  5,  1860,  is  the  date  of  the  inception  of  organized  rebel- 
lion. On  that  day  Governor  Gist,  of  South  Carolina,  despatched  by  special 
messenger  a  circular  letter  to  the  Governors  of  the  cotton  States,  resulting  in  a 
programme  of  insurrection —treason  to  the  flag  of  this  fair  land  ;  a  land  which 
the  Goddess  of  Freedom  was  at  last  pleased  to  make  her  abiding  place  ;  a  land 
where  the  citizen  of  the  world  laid  down  his  burden  of  cares  and  plighted  his 
-allegiance  :  a  land  to  which  the  exile  of  old  world  despotisms  turned  his  long- 
ing gaze. 

The  enormity  of  that  crime  the  entailed  sufferings  attest. 

Armed  rebellion  confronted  the  Government,  but  the  magnitude  of  that  le- 
volt  was  greatly  underestimated  until  the  battle  of  Bull  Kun,  when  the  North- 
•ern  heart  was  thoroughly  aroused  at  the  impending  danger. 

It  was  during  the  darkest  period  of  the  war,  and  while  the  South  was  elated 
over  its  early  successes,  and  the  spirits  of  the  North  were  correspondingly  de- 
pressed, that  here,  in  this  old  historic  valley  of  Wyoming,  sanctified  by  the 
blood  of  our  Revolutionary  sires,  sprang  into  life  one  of  the  most  honored,  one 
•of  the  most  effective  regiments  that  battled  for  the  Union.     It  was  meet  indeed 
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that  this  immortal  valley,  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  Americans  for  over  a  cen- 
tury, should  be  the  rallying  ground  of  such  a  gallant  force. 

Twenty-three  years  ago  to-day,  after  an  encampment  of  four  months,  during 
which,  under  the  instruction  of  Major  Andrews,  a  thorough  officer  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  military  discipline  was  imparted,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third 
Regiment,  numbering  one  thousand  and  one  hundred  men,  turned  its  front  to- 
wards the  seat  of  war  ;  and,  veterans,  as  you  contemplate  that  November  day 
hack  in  1862,  commingled  sentiments  of  pleasure  and  of  pain  suggest  them- 
selves. The  proud  hopes,  the  lofty  purposes  of  doing  honor  to  yourselves  and 
regiment,  and  of  finally  participating  in  the  glory  of  its  achievements  animated 
every  hreast.  You  were  commanded  by  n  soldier  who  had  won  distinction 
during  the  Mexican  war ;  and  equipped  with  a  knowledge  of  discipline  that 
gave  you  coniidence,  you  offered  your  lives  at  the  altar  of  your  country's  liber- 
ties. The  terrible  exactions  made  upon  you  during  that  sanguinary  conflict 
will  appear  in  the  sequel.  This  spot,  where  you  received  your  birth  as  a  regi- 
ment August  26,  1862,  where  you  spent  your  longest  encampment,  is  hallowed 
by  the  memories  that  cluster  around  it.  Here  you  were  all  together,  and  the 
bones  of  many  of  those  who  left  here  with  you  are  scattered  from  Gettysburg 
to  Richmond. 

Let  us  follow  the  boys  who  carried  the  banner  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
third  Regiment,  and  with  them  trace,  in  spirit,  the  scenes  which  have  been  the 
theaters  of  immortal  deeds  ;  those  fields  of  carnage  where  the  lives  of  comrades 
were  the  holocaust  ;  where  the  smoking  guns,  the  din  of  musketry,  the  roar  of 
cannon,  and  the  clash  of  saber  were  the  music  they  used  to  hear.  We  will 
learn,  on  scanning  its  record  through  this  tremendous  war  ;  in  following  it  in 
those  forced  marches  through  the  pestilential  swamps  of  the  South  ;  in  view- 
ing its  decimated  ranks  after  a  Gettysburg  or  a  Wilderness  campaign,  why  com- 
rades of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third  Regiment  make  this  annual  pilgrim- 
age to  Camp  Luzerne.  Many  of  those  who  gathered  here  at  the  trumpet  call  of 
Father  Abraham  are  sleeping  the  quiet  sleep  of  eternal  rest  along  the  banks  of 
the  Rappahannock,  Potomac,  Eapidan,  James  and  Chickahominy.  Virginia 
is  the  Gethsemane  of  America  ;  her  soil  has  been  moistened  with  tears  of  blood  ; 
and  Columbia  has  wept  over  the  graves  of  her  sacrificed  children.  How  beauti- 
ful is  this  reunion  of  old  memories  ;  how  touching  this  communion  of  spirit,  in 
which  those  left  upon  the  battle-field  seem  to  join.  What  a  glad  smile  lights 
up  the  veteran's  face  as  he  grasps  some  comrade's  hand.  Aye  !  and  what  a 
tender,  eloquent  sentiment  that  is  :     "We've  drank  from  the  same  canteen." 

After  receiving  guns  at  Harrisburg,  and  being  fully  equipped,  your  course, 
like  the  rebel  cry,  was  ''On  to  Washington."  Camp  Seward,  beyond  the 
Potomac,  now  became  the  school  for  more  complete  military  discipline  ;  there 
squad  drill  and  the  manual  of  arms  were  mastered,  while  the  boys,  although 
familiar  with  the  use  of  the  gun  at  home,  at  first  wearied  of  the  manipulation 
in  drill.  After  this  you  were  reviewed  by  Casey  ;  the  officers  and  men  still 
take  pride  in  the  fine  appearance  you  made. 

Camp  Slocum,  east  of  Washington,  became  your  next  destination  ;  located 
in  a  muddy  cornstubble  many  of  the  regiment  sickened  and  died. 

Next  you  were  engaged  on  fatigue  duty  in  the  erection  and  extension  of  Fort 
Hlocum,  whose  invaluable  importance  was  demonstrated  iu  1864  in  repelling 
the  rebel  advance  -under  Early.  In  a  few  months  you  were  directed  to  Belle 
Plain,  assigned  to  Doubleday's  Division  of  the  First  Corps  of  that  grand  Army 
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of  the  Potomac,  and  brigaded  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One 
hundred  and  fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  February,  '63. 

The  mud  march  down  along  the  Rappahannock  was  your  first  and  tver- 
memorable  movement.  The  first  time  you  were  under  fire  was  below  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  your  first  important  duty  of  honor  and  responsibility  was  when 
the  First  Corps,  under  Reynolds,  was  stationed  in  an  advantageous  position 
during  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  in  order  to  support  the  army  in  case  of 
disaster  and  cover  its  retreat.  A  veteran  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third 
tells  me  that  one  of  the  diversions  of  that  night  was  a  serenade  from  some 
hungry  mules. 

Next  comes  the  Gettysburg  campaign  in  the  summer  of  '63. 

The  great  cities  of  the  North  were  now  sought  as  the  rebel's  prey. 

The  watch  dog  of  the  Capital,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  immediately 
upon  the  rebel's  track,  and  overhauled  him  at  Gettysburg.  The  First  Corps, 
under  Reynolds,  after  the  most  severe  forced  marches,  was  earliest  on  the  field. 
The  morning  of  July  1  is  now  destined  to  become  ever  memorable  for  the  gal- 
lant stand  made  by  that  corps  in  this  preliminary  struggle  in  which  the  noble 
Reynolds,  the  architect  of  the  battle,  fell.  Aware  of  the  importance  of  check- 
ing the  invader  until  Meade's  army  could  come  up  and  lake  advantage  of  the 
natural  positions  of  the  country,  he  threw  himself  and  his  gallant  corps  into 
the  breach,  where  the  odds  were  three  to  one,  like  the  three  noble  Romans, 
Horatlus,  Spurius  Lartius  and  Herminius,  who  held  the  bridge  across  the  Tiber 
against  the  whole  Tuscan  army,  that  Rome  might  be  saved. 

General  Doubleday,  a  soldier  of  fine  military  attainments  and  personal 
courage,  assumed  command  of  the  corps,  while  shortly  after  Colonel  Dana,  of 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  took  command  of  the  brigade.  The  duty 
thus  devolved  upon  him  at  a  most  critical  moment.  The  charges  and  counter- 
charges of  that  day  make  up  the  record  of  one  of  the  most  fierce  and  desperate 
encounters  of  modern  times.  In  the  field  near  the  Seminary,  Dana's  Brigade 
used  up  three  separate  rebel  brigades,  repelling  their  attacks  individually. 

In  speaking  of  the  crisis  of  the  first  day's  fight,  when  the  Union  troops  were 
retiring  from  the  unequal  field,  Carleton,  the  historian,  says:  "Back  toward.-! 
the  town,  pouring  into  the  road  leading  to  the  public  square,  come  the  retreat- 
ing troops,  turning  around  in  the  field  north  of  the  town,  delivering  their 
volleys,  loading  while  retreating,  turning  to  fire  once  more,  contesting  every 
inch  of  ground ;  A.  P.  Hill  gazes  with  admiration  upon  the  retreating  Union 
troops ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Freemantle,  of  the  English  army,  is  with  Hill  as  a 
spectator,  riding  by  his  side.  This  is  what  he  says  :  '  A  Yankee  color  bearer 
floated  his  standard  in  the  field  and  the  regiment  fought  around  it,  and  when 
at  last  it  was  obliged  to  retreat,  the  color  bearer  retreated  last  of  all,  turning 
around  now  and  then  to  shake  his  fist  in  the  face  of  the  advancing  Confede- 
rates. He  was  shot.  General  Hill  was  sorry  when  he  met  his  fate.' "  This 
regiment  was  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  and  the  color  bearer  Sergeant 
Ben  Crippen,  to  whose  heroic  conduct  the  survivors  of  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-third  are  about  erecting  a  monument  upon  the  spot  where  he  lell,  to  be 
chiselled  from  marble,  life  size,  and  in  that  defiant  attitude  in  which  he  met 
his  death.  May  success  greet  the  enterprise,  and  may  the  citizens  of  this 
valley,  who  boast  of  the  achievements  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  see 
that  these  few  survivors  are  not  compelled  to  bear  the  burden  alone.  The 
statue  -will  serve  to  mark  the  spot  where  this  regiment  fought  its  brave  fight. 
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The  fate  of  the  young  soldier  will  stimulate  the  patriotism  of  future  gene- 
rations who  will  envy  us  the  privilege  we  have  enjoyed  in  our  time,  of  receiv- 
ing from  the  lips  of  the  veterans  the  record  of  his  experience,  and  contributing 
our  mite  to  the  erection  of  this  memorial. 

When  Crippen  fell  the  advancing  enemy  was  but  a  few  yards  distant ;  yet 
when  the  attention  of  Major  Conyngham,  on  the  right,  was  called  to  the  fallen 
colors  the  command,  "One  hundred  and  forty-third  rally  on  your  colors,"  was 
obe3'ed  with  a  rush,  and  the  battle-flag  saved.  Its  tattered  remnants  occupy 
a  post  of  honor  still  in  the  military  cabinet  of  the  State.  In  this  conflict 
Lieutenants  L.  E.  Nicholson,  Lee  D.  Groover  and  C.  W.  Betzenberger  were 
killed. 

After  this  fighting  retreat  back  and  through  the  town  the  corps  took  up  its 
position  to  the  left  of  the  cemetery,  on  Cemetery  Hill.  After  camping  here  for 
the  night,  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day  the  three  divisions  were  assigned 
to  different  parts  of  the  line,  and  although  not  engaged,  Dana's  Brigade  was 
subjected  to  a  galling  artillery  fire.  Having  been  ordered  out  to  support  the 
left,  it  halted  opposite  the  left  center,  and  the  men  laid  upon  their  arms  for  the 
night,  which  position  was  practically  maintained  during  that  fierce  contest  of 
the  next  day. 

The  ominous  preparations,  the  sullen  activity  of  July  2,  was  suggestive  of  a 
general  consciousness  that  ere  the  morrow's  sun  had  withdrawn  its  rays  from 
the  hills  of  Gettysburg,  the  world  would  stand  amazed  at  the  gigantic  en- 
counter. 

The  morning  was  signalized  at  earliest  dawn  by  the  Union  right  recapturing 
the  positions  abandoned  to  the  enemy  the  night  before. 

After  a  long  and  painful  stillness,  suddenly  the  rebel  batteries  of  115  guns 
on  Seminary  Ridge,  began  to  pour  a  "cataract  of  iron"  upon  the  left  center, 
where  Dana's  Brigade  is  posted.  Now  the  Union  artillery  respond  with  85 
cannon,  and  the  earth  trembles  with  the  rapid,  indiscriminate  lire  of  200  guns. 
Now  rages  the  fiercest  artillery  duel  of  the  present  century.  "What  a  sublime, 
what  a  terrible,  what  an  awe-inspiring  scene  ;  horses  and  men  are  being  piled 
in  heaps  of  dead  and  wounded ;  the  heat  is  oppressive ;  men  stand  by  their 
guns,  stripped  to  the  waist,  and  sweat  oozes  from  every  pore ;  the  earth  is 
plowed  and  torn  up  by  shrieking  shell,  and  the  sulphurous  battle  cloud  ascends 
steadily  towards  Heaven  like  the  incense  of  a  sacrifice. 

The  battalions  of  infantry  are  prostrate  upon  the  sheltering  earth  to  avoid  as. 
much  as  possible  the  storm  of  fiery  missiles,  that  screech  and  burst  like  demons 
in  the  air. 

Suddenly  the  crest  of  the  ridge  opposite  is  covered  with  the  tremendous  host 
of  the  enemy  moving  over  the  right  towards  the  center.  On,  on,  like  the  angry 
and  countless  waves  of  the  ocean,  they  push  with  brave  and  gallant  determi- 
nation. They  close  up  the  gaps  made  by  the  Union  artillery  and  press  on,  elbow 
to  elbow,  their  own  artillery  playing  over  them.  Lee  is  in  the  field,  and  is  the 
high  priest  of  the  sacrifice.  Suddenly,  as  if  from  the  bosom  of  mother  earth, 
the  prostrate  Union  troops  arise,  and  in  response  to  the  command  of  "fire  !"  a 
death-dealing  crash  is  heard  along  the  whole  line,  and  in  swaths  of  death, 
thousands  fell  to  rise  no  more ;  yet  these  brave  men  close  np  their  ranks  and 
moved  on  with  the  irresistless  impetuosity  of  an  avalanche ;  and  now  they 
reach  the  crest  of  Cemetery  Ridge,  force  back  Hancock's  line,  and  for  a  moment 
the  issue  is  in  doubt.     The  Confederacy  reaches  its  "high-water  mark."     Now 
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the  ebb  sets  in  when  Stanuard's  Brigade,  of  Doubleday's  Division,  of  the  First 
Corps,  makes  a  right  wheel  and  charges  the  right  flank  of  Pickett's  Corps.  A 
hand-to-hand  fight  ensues,  and  the  rebels  finally  break  away  and  retire  from 
the  field  in  disorder.  The  charging  column  numbering  about  18,000  men, 
picked  from  the  field,  under  the  lead  of  tried  commanders.  The  charge  eclipses 
the  famous  charge  of  McDonald  at  Wagrara,  and  that  of  the  Old  Guard  at 
Waterloo.  The  rebels  are  thrown  back  upon  the  wounded  Confederacy,  and 
the  heart  of  the  Union  is  saved.  The  rebel  loss  in  this  charge  is  estimated  at 
seventy  per  cent,  or  about  12,000  men. 

It  has  been  erroneously  stated  that  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third  played 
no  part  in  repelling  this  famous  charge.  Every  survivor  here  knows  that 
Dana's  Brigade  opened  fire  upon  Wilcox  and  upon  the  advancing  column  under 
Pickett,  as  it  hove  in  sight  across  the  plain  during  which  Berdan's  sharpshoot- 
ers, running  up  from  behind,  clamor  for  a  "  chance  at  them."  As  the  advanc- 
ing column  approaches,  Stannard's  men  in  front  below  warn  those  in.  the  rear 
to  desist  as  the  fire  was  endangering  them.  After  Stannard  wheeled  to  the 
right,  the  brigade  and  Berdan's  men  resumed  the  fire  upon  Wilcox.  The  old 
First  Corps  holds  the  honor  of  the  first  day's  gallant  stand  and  it  was  a  fitting 
termination  of  this  trying  ordeal  that  Doubleday's  Division  of  that  corps  should 
strike  the  decisive  blow. 

The  high  tension  to  which  the  nerves  of  the  Union  soldiers  were  strvmg,  now 
relaxed  at  the  rebel  retreat  in  one  great  spontaneous  cheer,  that  was  deafening 
as  the  roar  of  the  cannon,  and  echoing  long  among  the  hills  of  Gettysburg  It 
was  the  glad  outburst  of  the  Union  heart. 

Having  averted  the  rebel  dagger  from  the  Union  heart,  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac turns  towards  Virginia  and  resumes  the  guard  of  the  capital. 

After  a  series  of  most  severe  marches,  which  filled  up  a  campaign  of  manceu- 
vers,  the  army  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Cnlpeper.  The  One  hundred  and 
forty-third  had  not  been  in  camp  over  a  week  at  a  time  until  the  winter  of  '63. 
At  this  camp  the  shattered  regiment  was  recruited  up  to  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  and  these  recruits  and  volunteers  were  ever  animated  by  that  espirit 
de  co)-ps  which  at  all  times  characterized  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third. 

On  the  night  of  May  3  the  army  broke  camp  and  reached  the  Rapidan,  which 
they  crossed  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  and  marched  into  the  Wilderness,  stopp- 
ing at  Wilderness  Tavern  for  the  night,  bivouacking  near  the  enemy.  The 
terrible  battle  begins  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  in  which  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-third  is  one  of  the  first  to  open  the  fight.  After  a  stubborn  engagement 
in  the  tangled  wood,,  the  regiment  falls  back  into  the  field  after  sustaining  a 
heavy  loss  which  includes  Colonel  E.  L.  Dana,  who  is  wounded  and  captured, 
and  Lieutenant  John  C.  Kropp,  a  brave  officer,  who  is  killed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Musser  now  assumed  command  of  the  regiment,  and  about 
4  p.  m.  the  brigade  made  a  charge,  driving  the  enemy  for  over  a  mile,  where  it 
was  engaged  en  masse  and  fought  until  dark,  lying  upon  their  arms  for  the 
night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  most  desperate  conflict  in  which  the  regiment 
ever  engaged  takes  place  ;  the  charging  and  counter-charging  was  terrific;  the 
advantage  seemed  now  on  one  side,  now  on  the  other;  lines  wavered,  ammu- 
nition became  exhausted  und  the  cartridge  boxes  of  the  dead  and  dying  were 
searched  for  supplies;  bayonets  were  eventually  used  to  keep  the  enemy  in 
check. 
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The  regiment  is  here  relieved  by  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
hut  soon  afterwards,  having  drawn  ammunition,  the  combat  is  renewed  with 
increased'  fury.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Musser  was  mortally  wounded  early  in 
the  fight;  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier  he  was,  loved  and  mourned  by  the  regi- 
ment; Captain  Michael  Keenan,  of  Company  H,  was  also  killed;  General  Wads-' 
worth  falls  mortally  wounded,  and  the  division  is  at  this  moment  hard  pressed; 
Lieutenant  Vaughan,  of  Company  K,  is  wounded  but  refuses  to  leave  the  field 
and  fights  on. 

The  crisis  of  the  battle  was  now  reached  and  the  Union  troops  yielded  the 
ground  back  to  their  old  position.  A  portion  of  the  brigade,  including  a  large 
portion  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  came  out  across  Hancock's  line, 
and  General  Osborne,  then  major  in  brigade  staff,  hung  out  the  brigade  colors 
at  the  cross  roads,  in  the  rear  of  the  line.  Five  or  six  hundred  men  rallied 
here  and  stacked  arms  ;  about  one  hour  later  Longstreet  charges  Hancock's 
line,  forcing  his  men  back  in  a  precipitate  flight  and  plants  his  colors  along  to 
the  left  of  the  batteries  which  he  captures.  Hancock,  riding  up,  ordered  Major 
Osborne  to  bring  the  brigade  to  the  rescue.  'With  Colonel  Irvin  in  command 
of  the  brigade.  Major  Conyngham  having  succeeded  Colonel  Musser  in  com- 
mand of  the  One  hunured  and  forty -third  on  the  right,  the  command  is: 
"  Fall  in,  take  arms,  right  face,  double-quick  !  "  and  the  head  of  column  rushes 
up  the  hill  and  recaptures  the  line,  after  a  desperate  charge,  and  the  fiercest 
hand-to-hand  fight  the  regiment  ever  experienced.  Above  the  dm  could  be 
heard  the  voice  of  Major  Conyngham  :  ''Go  in.  One  hundred  and  forty-third!" 
The  guns  were  recaptured  when  about  to  be  turned  against  the  brigade.  The 
credit  and  glory  of  this  achievement  is  given  by  Swinton  to  Carroll's  Brigade. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-third  is  one  of  the  three  which  suffered  the  great- 
est losses  during  the  battle  of  the  "Wilderness.  On  Sunday,  May  8,  at  Laurel 
Hill,  a  desperate  fight  for  position  took  place,  in  which  the  ground  was  taken 
and  retaken  by  both  parties  several  times,  and  finally  taken  and  held  by  this 
division. 

The  fight  continued  here  for  several  days,  and  the  loss  was  tremendous. 
■  The  bodies  of  many  of  the  dead  and  dying  were  consumed  by  the  flames  of 
burning  timber.  Here  Lieutenant  Charles  Eeilay  fell ;  his  dying  words  were  : 
"  Give  it  to  them  boys  !  "  Here  Major  Conyngham,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  regiment,  was  severely  wounded,  as  was  also  Major  Hughes  who  succeeded 
him  in  command.  Major  Glenn  next  commanded  the  regiment  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Colonel  Eeichard. 

The  regiment  fought  next  at  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Bethesda  Church, 
Cold  Harbor  and  Chickahominy,  crossing  the  James  on  the  15th  of  June,  reach- 
ing Petersburg  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  joining  in  the  general  attack  upon 
Petersburg  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  in  which  Lieutenant  Ezra  S.  GriflBn  was 
mortally  wounded.  The  assault  upon  Petersburg  is  one  of  the  most  desperate 
upon  a  fortified  position  of  all  assaults  of  modern  history,  eclipsing  the  siege  of 
Sebastapol  and  the  assault  upon  the  MalakofiC.  The  regiment  continued  with 
the  besieging  army  until  the  night  of  August  16,  1864,  when  it  moved  back 
and  joined  the  movement  against  the  "Weldon  railroad,  participating  in  the 
three  days'  fight  consequent  on  holding  that  road.  Next  was  the  battle  of 
Hatcher's  Run  in  the  movement  again.st  the  South  Side  railroad  ;  then  the  long 
and  terrible  march  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  "Weldon  railroad. 

The  regiment  went  into  winter  quarters  in  the  rear  defenses  of  Petersburg. 
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Early  in  February  the  spring  campaign  opened,  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
third  was  engaged  in  a  campaign  of  ten  days'  duration,  in  which  it  fought  the 
second  Hatcher's  Run,  where  the  gallant  Captain  Gaylord,  of  Company  D,  was 
killed  while  charging  the  fortifications. 

The  Secretary  of  War  now  ordered  this  brigade  to  be  relieved  for  continuous 
and  meritorious  service  and  sent  to  Hart's  Island. 

Justly  proud  of  the  achievements  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  the 
people  of  Wilkesbarre  requested  the  Governor  to  allow  it  to  pass  through  the 
<:ity  on  its  way  to  Harrisburg  to  be  mustered  out.  The  ovation  given  to  the 
i'aithful  regiment  was  generous  and  unstinted. 

No  Roman  conqueror  ou  returning  from  battle  was  ever  accorded  a  more  bril- 
lant  triumph.  Caesar  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  legions  never  received  a 
prouder  welcome. 

The  father  and  mother  were  there  to  greet  their  sou  ;  the  sister  her  brother  ; 
the  wife  her  husband  ;  and  some  came  to  learn  what  fond  message  the  dying 
soldier  sent  to  his  loved  ones  at  home  ;  some  came  in  the  hope  of  seeing,  after 
all,  the  mourned  one  return  with  hfs  regiment. 

Twenty  years  have  gone  since  then,  and  those  who  passed  safely  through  the 
vortex  of  war  are  one  by  one  being  placed  upon  the  muster-roll  of  death.  A 
tew  years  hence  and  this  old  hill  will  resound  no  more  with  the  glad  reunions 
of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third. 

Since  your  last  reunion  the  two  most  celebrated  officers  who  were  connected 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  which  you  were  an  important  factor,  have 
passed  away. — McClellan  and  Grant.  McClellan  who  breathed  into  the  un- 
organized legions  of  the  army  the  soul  of  military  order  and  discipline  ;  Grant 
who  led  it  to  final  victory — Appomattox. 

"Distance  lends  enchantment,"  and  the  veteran  is  becoming  more  dear  to 
the  Nation's  heart  as  the  years  roll  on.  Generations  yet  unborn  will  make  of- 
ferings at  the  soldiers'  shrine  ;  and  the  proudest  boast  of  the  soldiers'  posterity 
will  be  that  an  ancestor  carried  a  musket  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
that  Americans  might  still  exclaim  proudly  ■  ''  Liberty  and  Union,  now  and 
forever,  one  and  inseparable." 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

145™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  ii,  1889 
ADDRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  JOHN  C.  HILTON 

WE  have  assembled  here  to-day  to  dedicate  this  beautiful  combination  of 
bronze  and  granite  to  the  memory  of  those  brave  heroes  who  sacri- 
ficed their  lives  in  one  of  the  greatest  battles  that  history  records. 
These  martyrs  deserve  more  than  a  passing  notice  ;  they  gave  up  their 
lives  upon  the  soil  of  their  own  native  State  that  the  Nation  might  not  be  de- 
stroyed ,  they  made  this  long  and  famous  charge  after  witnessing  the  complete 
rout  of  thousands  of  men  of  the  Third  Corps  before  an  enemy  crowned  with 
44 


690  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

brief  victory,  who  charged  ou  uutil  he  struck  the  First  Division  of  the  Second 
Corps,  vrhen,  after  firing  round  after  round,  he  was  compelled  to  take  the  cold 
steel  or  turn  his  back.  He  chose  the  latter,  closely  pursued  by  the  veterans  of 
Brooke's  Brigade  and  others  of  the  Second  Corps.  May  this  monument  stand 
many  years  to  mark  where  they  so  gallantly  fell  dead  that  their  country  might 
live,  and  on  each  Decoration  Day  may  their  graves  be  strewn  with  flowers  even 
after  the  present  generation  has  passed  away. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Six  companies 
were  recruited  in  Erie  county,  two  in  Warren  county,  one  each  in  Crawford 
and  Mercer  counties.  Hiram  L.  Brown  was  selected  as  colonel,  he  having 
served  as  captain  in  the  Eighty-third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and 
having  been  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill.  The  regiment 
had  been  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Autietam.  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellors- 
ville,  and  was  in  camp  near  Falmouth,  Virginia,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
General  Lee  had  started  his  army  north.  On  June  14,  1863,  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Banks'  Ford  with  the  brigade,  where  they  did  picket  duty  until  day- 
light, when  they  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  Second  Corps.  The  weather  being 
intensely  warm  and  the  marches  so  long  that  many  of  the  veterans  dropped 
down  by  the  wayside  sunstruck  and  dying,  some  of  whom  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  On  June  17  the  brigade  reached  Fairfax  Station,  and  after  a 
severe  marcli  through  deep  dust  they  halted  at  Thoroughfare  Gap  on  June  20, 
and  from  there  marched  to  Edwards'  Ferry,  crossing  the  river  at  midnight, 
June  26,  and  marching  through  Frederick,  Maryland,  also  through  the  villages 
of  Liberty,  Johnsville  and  Uniontown,  arriving  at  Gettysburg  and  going  on 
picket  at  midnight.  The  last  march  was  the  longest  and  most  fatiguing  the 
regiment  had  then  made,  being  over  thirty-two  miles. 

July  1,  General  Reynolds  reported  killed,  the  First  and  Eleventh  Corps  are 
repulsed,  when  the  Second  and  Third  Corps  are  brought  to  the  front,  well 
knowing  that  this  would  be  one  of  the  hottest  battles  yet  known.  Early  in 
the  morning  the  Second  Corps  took  position  to  the  left  center  and  silently 
awaited  the  enemy's  arrival.  About  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  First  Divi- 
sion of  the  Second  Corps  was  sent  to  support  the  Third  Corps,  which  was  being 
driven  back  through  the  peach  orchard  ;  the  rebels,  elated  with  their  success, 
followed  up  the  victory  and  came  cautiously  through  the  wheat-field  until  they 
met  the  veterans  of  the  Second  Corps  and  the  command  was  given  to  fire. 

Colonel  Brown  repeated  the  command  and  after  a  few  rounds  were  fired 
moved  to  the  center  of  the  wheat-field,  and,  lying  down,  several  volleys  of 
buck  and  ball  were  poured  into  Kershaw's  Brigade. 

Then  the  order  was  given  to  charge.  The  gray-coats  would  not  stand  in 
front  of  the  bayonets  of  the  Second  Corps  veterans,  but  retreated  through  the 
wheat-field  and  meadow  beyond,  up  the  ravine,  and  into  the  hornet's  nest  of 
rocks  and  underbrush  where  they  halted  and  sent  a  deadly  fire  of  lead  into  the 
Union  ranks  before  they  were  dislodged.  Half  of  them  escaped,  the  other  half 
threw  down  their  arms  and  were  taken  prisoners.  The  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fifth  sent  to  the  rear  over  one  hundred  prisoners  under  charge  of  the  sergeant- 
major. 

It  seemed  but  a  few  moments  when  the  order  was  given  to  fall  back,  and  not 
a  moment  too  soon,  as  the  brigade  would  have  been  outflanked  and  captured 
in  five  minutes  more.     After  retiring  they  reformed  in  rear  of  where  they  fii-st 
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met  the  enemy.  The  Confederates  made  several  more  charges  but  were  met  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  and  again  repulsed,  after  which  they  retired  to  the 
old  Emmitsbuvg  road  broken  up  and  dispirited. 

The  third  day's  fight  finds  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  with  the  brigade 
to  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps  preparing  to  resist  the  greatest  charge  the  Con- 
federates ever  made.  About  1  o'clock  the  whole  artillery  of  the  enemy  blazed 
forth  round  after  round,  and  the  shells  are  sent  whizzing  through  the  air  into 
the  Union  ranks.  Then  the  Federal  guns  reply,  sending  whistling  shells  that 
burst  and  deal  death  upon  every  side,  making  such  havoc  that  it  amazes  the 
coolest  heads.  The  Federal  fire  now  ceases,  the  enemy  interpreting  this  to 
mean  that  we  are  out  of  ammunition.  Pickett  orders  his  men  'forward,  they 
advance  with  a  steady  measured  step,  confident  of  success,  bat,  alas !  in  each 
step  they  are  nearer  their  destruction. 

The  Federal  batteries  play  into  their  ranks  with  a  charge  of  grape  and  can- 
ister, thinning  out  their  ranks;  but,  not  discouraged,  another  line  comes  up 
and  on  they  come  iu  their  mad  career  until  they  have  met  hand  to  hand  their 
old  foe,  and  the  Second  Corps  infantry  pours  volley  after  volley  into  their  scat- 
tered ranks  until  they  waver,  yet  go  on  to  meet  their  doom,  led  by  General 
Armistead  who  falls  mortally  wounded,  his  men  falling  back  in  confusion, 
young  Gushing  firing  a  parting  shot  before  he  falls  dead  beside  his  gun. 

The  brave  Hancock  also  falls  wounded  after  fairly  winning  the  name,  "  The 
hero  of  Gettysburg."  But  feeble  resistance  is  now  made  by  the  enemy  and 
they  fall  back  cowed  and  discouraged,  thus  virtually  breaking  the  backbone 
of  the  rebellion.  The  enemy  starting  on  their  fatiguing  journey  back  to  Vir- 
ginia, thus  ending  the  greatest  battle  ever  fought,  and  wiping  out  of  existence 
that  foul  blot,  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

What  a  frightful  cost,  however.  Thousands  of  brave  men  lay  dead  upon  the 
field,  and  thousands  are  groaning  and  dying  from  wounds  received  during  the 
terrible  conflict,  leaving  many  widows  and  orphans  to  struggle  through  the 
world  alone. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Regiment  went  into  the  battle  with  two 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  officers  and  men.  Killed  and  mortally  wounded, 
three  officers  and  twenty-one  men;  wounded,  six  officers  and  fifty  men;  cap- 
tured and  missing,  ten  men.  Captain  George  G.  Griswold,  Lieutenants  H.  F. 
Lewis  and  G.  H.  Finch  were  mortally  wounded.  Colonel  Brown,  Major  Rey- 
nolds, Lieutenant  Black,  Captain  J.  C.  Hilton  and  Lieutenant  J.  Birtcil  were 
severely  wounded,  while  Taylor,  Marsh,  Cochran,  Kennedy,  Corbin,  Rosa, 
Talmadge,  Aken,  Kuhn,  Tnscott,  Mohr  and  rftephenseu  lay  dead  upon  the 
field,  and  Gray,  Dorman,  Linnegar,  Spencer,  Simpson,  Sawdy,  Mower,  Brown, 
Allen,  Dougherty  and  Taylor  were  mortally  wounded.  The  total  enrolment 
during  the  war  was  1,460.  Killed  and  mortally  wounded,  eighteen  officers 
and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  men;  died  of  disease,  etc.,  three  officers  and 
two  hundred  and  twenty -four  men ;  wounded,  twenty-three  officers  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty-four  men ;  captured  and  missing,  seventeen  officers  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  men.  Some  of  those  reported  missing  have  since  been 
found  to  have  died  in  rebel  prisons  from  effects  of  wound:. 

The  regiment  can  emblazon  upon  her  ensign  the  following  list  of  battles:  An- 
tietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Bristoc  Station, 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg  (June  15),  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Siege  of  Petersburg 
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(assault,  1864),  Reams'  Station,  South  Side  Railroad,  Petersburg  (March  25, 
1865),  Sutherland's  Station,  Po  River,  White  Oak  Road,  Sailor's  Creek,  Farm- 
ville  and  Appomattox. 


ADDRESS  OF  BREVET   BRIG.-GEN.  D.  B.  McCREAR\ 

ON  behalf  of  the  sarvivors  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  I  accept  this  monument  which  has  been  here 
erected  to  commemorate  the  part  taken  by  our  regiment  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg.  I  can  only  regret,  in  common  with  you  all,  that  our 
old  colonel,  H.  L.  Brown,  who  shed  his  blood  on  this  and  many  other  battle- 
fields of  the  war,  cannot  be  with  us  to  perform  the  duty  which  the  Committee 
on  Arrangements  have  seen  fit  to  assign  to  me.  I  know  that  your  thoughts, 
with  mine,  will  go  this  day  to  his  grave  on  the  shore  of  the  great  lake  where 
he  quietly  rests.  This  monument  not  only  commemorates  the  gallant  deeds  of 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  in  that'  memorable  conflict,  but  its  location 
shows  that  no  troops  belonging  to  any  organization  reached  a  point  farther  to 
the  front  or  nearer  to  the  position  of  the  enemy  than  did  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-fifth.  Among  all  the  deeds  of  daring  performed  in  that  battle,  and  there 
were  many,  all  along  the  Union  lines,  none  were  more  conspicuous,  in  the 
fierceness  of  contest  and  importance  of  results  upon  the  final  issue  of  the  bat- 
tle, than  the  celebrated  and  now  historic  charge  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Second  Corps,  of  which  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  was  part, 
across  the  wheat-field,  through  the  wooded  ravine  and  up  and  over  the  rocky 
slope  to  the  point  where  we  now  stand,  and  which  for  all  time  will  be  marked 
by  the  monument  we  to-day  dedicate. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  importance  of  the  results  of  that  charge  on  the  final  is- 
sues of  the  battle  ;  for  if  that  charge  had  not  been  made,  or,  being  made,  had 
not  been  successful,  the  Confederate  forces  under  Longstreet,  inspired  with  their 
success  when  the  Third  Corps,  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  retired  from  its  ad- 
vanced position  in  more  or  less  disorder,  must  necessarily  have  swept  around 
the  base  and  right  of  Little  Round  Top  into  the  rear  of  the  Union  line,  from 
the  latter  point  to  Cemetery  Eidge  and  Gulp's  Hill,  making  an  entire  change  of 
the  Union  line  a  strategic  necessity,  and  this  too  with  Longstreet  on  their  left 
and  rear  and  Ewell  and  Hill  confronting  them  on  their  right  and  center. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  Confederate  army  must  have  won  the  victory. 
Little  Round  Top  would  have  been  valueless  to  the  Union  army  with  the  Union 
line  broken  anywhere  between  that  and  Cemetery  Ridge,  and  such  would  have 
been  the  results  but  for  that  charge  througfi  the  wheat-field  on  the  afternoon 
of  July  2. 

When  the  historian  of  the  future  comes  to  write  the  decisive  battles  of  the 
world's  history,  high  up  in  the  list,  along  with  Marathon,  Austerlitz  and 
Waterloo,  will  be  written  the  name  of  Gettysburg ;  and  it  will  be  matter  of 
just  pride  to  children  and  children's  children  yet  unborn,  that  they  are  the  de- 
scendants of  those  who  belonged  to  a  regiment  that  bore  its  colors  so  bravely 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy  in  that  great  conflict. 

Comrades  and  survivors,  this  is  to  us  a,  grand  and  memorable  anniversary 
day.     Twenty-seven  years  this  very  day,  yea,  this  very  hour,  our  regiment 
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broke  camp  in  the  city  of  Erie  and  started  for  tlie  front,  in  answer  to  the  call 
of  the  Government  which  so  deeply  felt  the  perils  and  dangers  following  the 
reverses  and  disasters  to  the  Union  army  on  the  Virginia  peninsula  and  at  sec- 
ond Bull  Run.  In  less  than  forty-eight  hours  after  leaving  the  blue  waters  of 
Lake  Erie  we  heard  the  roar  of  the  enemy's  guns  not  far  distant  at  South 
Mountain  ;  and  within  six  days  from  the  time  we  left  our  homes,  we  stood  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  battle-field  of  Antietam. 

Neither  time  nor  the  propriety  of  this  occasion  will  permit  me  to  narrate  the 
history  of  our  regiment  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  ;  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that,  immediately  upon  entering  the  service,  it  became  a  part  of  the 
grand  old  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  McClellan,  Burnside,  Hooker,  Meade 
and  Grant,  sharing  in  all  its  victories  and  defeats  ;  in  all  its  marches  and  con- 
tests with  the  best  disciplined  army  led  by  the  most  renowned  field  marshals 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  inscribing  upon  its  colors  the  name  of  every  important 
battle  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  Antietam  until  the  Union  flag  waved 
in  triumph  over  the  foe  at  Appomattox. 

Comrades,  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed  since  our  regiment  stood 
for  the  Union  amid  the  tumult  and  carnage  of  battle,  where  we  stand  to-day. 
As  we  look  down  the  beautiful  valley,  over  the  quiet  village  and  upon  the 
green  summits  of  the  distant  mountains,  our  hearts  fill  with  rapture  that  peace, 
triumphant  peace,  .spreads  her  benign  shadows  and  sunshine  over  our  beloved 
land,  and  that  liberty  and  Union  are  still  and  forever  will  be  one  and  in- 
separable. 

Many  of  our  comrades  in  arms  fell  upon  this  and  other  battle-fields  of  the 
war  ;  many,  since  then,  have  halted  in  their  life  march,  and  crossed  the  broad 
river  to  rest  upon  the  unseen  and  eternal  shores  beyond.  For  the  last  time  for 
many,  and  perhaps  for  all  of  us,  we  are  holding  our  annual  reunion  upon  the 
field  of  Gettysburg.  In  the  years  to  come,  as  the  shadows  of  life's  close  gather 
about  us,  the  scenes  which  we  here  behold  and  in  which  we  are  participating, 
will  be  a  pleasant  memory  to  us  all,  and  may  we  return  to  our  homes  inspired 
with  an  enlarged  loyalty  to  our  common  country,  and  to  our  good  old  Com- 
monwealth, on  whose  soil  we  have  to-day  dedicated  this  monument  to  perpetu- 
atcthe  memory  of  the  devotion  and  valor  of  our  regiment  for  the  preservation 
of  free  government. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  turn  this  monument  over  to  the  care  of  the 
commission  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  charge  of  this  and  all  other  monuments 
erected  on  this  battle-field.  The  labor  and  assiduous  attentions  which  the 
gentlemen  composing  the  Commission  have  already  given  to  the  preservation 
and  marking  of  the  main  lines  and  positions  of  both  of  the  contending  armies 
during  the  time  of  the  terrible  conflict,  and  the  excellent  taste  and  judgment 
shown  by  them  in  the  supervision  of  the  various  monuments  heretofore  erected 
upon  these  grounds,  afford  tons  the  most  ample  assurance  that  they  will  guard 
and  watch  over  the  trust  which  we  this  day  commit  to  their  hands  with  the 
utmost  devotion  and  fldelity. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THOMAS   OSBORNE,  ESQ  . 

E.  Presideut  and  survivors  of  the  gallant  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth 
Pennsylvania  Tolunteers: — A  soldier's  first  duty  is  to  ohey  orders,  and 
this  must  be  my  excuse  for  attempting  to  address  you  on  this  historic 
occasion.  I  am  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  chairman  of  your  monumental 
committee,  appointed  by  the  regimental  association. 

My  comrades,  I  approach  the  duty  assigned  to  me  veith  great  diffidence  and 
with  a  deep  sense  of  distrust  in  my  ability  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  my 
gallant  comrades.  I  shall,  however,  as  briefiy  as  possible,  outline  the  history 
of  the  regiment.  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  I  and  K  were  recruited  in  Erie  county, 
E  and  F  in  Warren  county,  H  in  Crawford  and  G  in  Mercer. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1862,  a  regimental  organization  was  effected  with 
the  following  field  officers:  H.  L.  Brown,  of  Erie,  colonel;  D.  B.  McCreary,  of 
Erie,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  John  W.  Patton,  of  Crawford,  major.  Colonel 
Brown  had  seen  service  in  the  Wayne  Guards,  and  as  captain  of  Company  I, 
Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  which  he  was  wounded  at  Gaines' 
Mill,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  had  not  recovered.  Lieutenant-Colonel  D. 
B.  McCreary  had  also  served,  in  the  Wayne  Guards  and  in  the  three-months' 
service.  A  better  officered  regiment  or  a  finer  body  of  men  were  never  mus- 
tered into  the  service.  At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-fifth  there  was  pressing  need  of  troops.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  returning  from  the  fruitless  campaign  on  the  Peninsula,  and  the  Army 
of  Virginia  under  Pope  was  retiring,  broken  and  dispirited,  from  the  dis- 
astrous field  of  Bull  Run.  We  were  accordingly  ordered  to  the  front  with- 
out arms,  and  with  scarcely  any  knowledge  of  military  duty.  We  left  Erie  on 
September  11,  and  in  thirty-six  hours  were  within  sound  of  the  enemy's  guns 
as  he  was  pushing  his  way  toward  South  Mountain.  We  halted  two  days  at 
Camp  McClure  near  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  were  supplied  with 
arms— the  old  Harper's  Ferry  musket,  what  miserable  old  smooth-bore  guns 
they  were,  things  evidently  made  to  kill,  judging  by  the  enormous  quantity  of 
powder,  bullet  and  buckshot  they  carried.  Yes,  they  would  kill  at  both  ends, 
but  each  and  every  one  of  us  felt  better  satisfied  and  braver  with  one  of  those 
old  muskets  than  you  would  now  feel  with  a  whole  cannon. 

From  Camp  MoClure  we  moved  under  orders  of  General  John  F.  Reynolds, 
in  command  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  direction  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  With 
but  a  partial  outfit,  and  men  and  officers  fresh  from  civil  life,  the  command 
experienced  much  suffering  from  exposure  and  the  lack  of  supplies. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  September,  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-fifth  was  under  arms,  the  heavy  booming  of  cannon  on  the  field  of  An- 
tietam  ten  miles  away,  being  distinctly  heard.  That  sound  awakened  intense 
excitement  in  every  breast,  and  all  were  impatient  to  march  to  the  theatre  of 
conflict.  This  desire  was  gratified.  Though  isolated  from  the  army  and  liable 
to  fall  victims  to  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  was  manifesting  the  greatest  ac- 
tivity, our  colonel  led  us  forward,  and  a  little  after  noon  arrived  upon  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  Union  line,  now  desperately  engaged  with  the  corps  of  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  the  hostile  shot  and  shell  falling  thick  on  every  hand.  We  were 
immediately  moved  into  position,  filling  a  gap  between  the  Union  right  and 
the  Potomac  river. 
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Survivors  of  the  glorious  old  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Eeginient,  how 
distinctly  I  remember  our  dusty  march  from  Hagerstowu  to  Antietam.  I  can 
almost  hear  the  ringing  voice  of  the  heroic  Brown  as  he  gave  the  command  to 
halt !  front !  load  at  will !  Onr  position  prevented  the  enemy  from  flanking 
our  right,  and  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  the  regiment  did  picket  duty  -within 
hearing  of  the  enemy  as  he  was  quietly  recrossing  the  river.  I  think  I  can 
safely  give  to  Private  Nye,  of  Company  B,  the  honor  of  capturing  the  first  pris- 
oner. Private  Nye,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  being  on  the  picket  re- 
serve, spied  a  house,  and  being  in  need  of  supplies,  thought  it  a  good  chance  to 
slip  out  and  get  his  breakfast ;  but  judge  of  his  surprise,  on  entering  the  house, 
to  find  a  rebel  lieutenant  leisurely  eating  his  breakfast.  Nye,  however  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  the  lieutenant,  which  demand  was  complied  with,  and 
the  rebel  handed  over  his  pistol  and  sword.  Nye  marched  his  prisoner  into 
<iamp  feeling  bigger  than  the  commander  of  the  army. 

On  September  21  the  regiment  was  sent  out  to  bury  the  dead  and  care  for 
the  wounded.  For  four  days  they  had  laid  where  they  fell,  and  the  stench 
that  filled  the  air  was  terrible.  The  severe  duty  of  the  regiment  upon  this 
polluted  field  resulted  in  wide-spread  sickness.  Within  a  month  over  two 
hundred  were  disqualified  for  duty.  Many  died  or  were  permanently  disabled 
and  discharged. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Antietam  the  regiment  went  into  camp  on  Bolivar 
Heights,  back  of  Harper's  Terry,  where  it  was  assigned  to  the  Irish  Brigade, 
but  was  finally  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sumner's  Corps, 
the  division  being  commanded  by  General  W.  S.  Hancock.  The  regiment 
here  was  engaged  in  severe  drill  and  picket  duty,  and  was  soon  recognized  as 
one  of  the  best  drilled  regiments  in  the  corps. 

On  the  last  of  October  the  regiment  left  Bolivar  Heights,  and  marched  down 
the  Loudoun  Valley  to  Warrenton,  where  it  halted  ;  at  this  time  Major-Gen- 
eral  McClellan  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  army  and  Major-Geueral 
Burnside  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  same.  From  "Warrenton  we  move 
to  Falmouth,  where  the  regiment  was  again  engaged  in  drill  and  picket  duty. 

On  the  afternoon  of  December  12,  1862,  the  regiment  crossed  over  the  upper 
pontoon  bridge  laid  by  the  Seventh  Michigan  into  Fredericksburg  and  formed 
in  line  on  Front  street,  running  parallel  with  the  river. 

On  the  13th  it  moved  forward  two  squares,  and  formed  line  of  battle  with 
its  right  resting  near  the  court-house.  The  regiment  unslung  knapsacks  and 
piled  them  in  an  old  foundry.  The  order  to  advance  was  given  and  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-fifth  moved  forward  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans,  out  of 
the  streets  and  out  upon  the  plain  between  the  city  and  the  battery-crowned 
hills  that  encircled  it  beyond,  forward  over  the  deep  ditch  and  smooth  plain, 
over  the  hill  and  up  to  the  stone  wall,  rushed  the  regiment  led  by  the  immortal 
Brown.  I  shall  not  attempt  a  description  of  this  battle,  you  know  it  by  heart, 
but  of  the  eight  companies  that  were  engaged  in  the  battle  ninety-one  were 
killed  or  died  of  their  wounds  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  battle  five  hundred  and  sixty-six  men  reported  for 
■duty,  and,  deducting  those  upon  the  skirmish  line,  probably  five  hundred  were 
engaged.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  lost  more  men  at  Fredericksburg 
in  killed  than  any  other  regiment,  and  a  heavier  percentage  also.  Colonel  Von 
Schack,  of  the  Seventh  New  York,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  B.  McCreary,  of 
the  regiment,  were  the  only  field  officers  not  killed  or  wounded  in  the  brigade. 
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After  the  battle  the  regiment  again  returned  to  its  quarters  and  did  plckefc 
duty  along  the  Eappahannock  rii'er  until  Burnside  again  attempted  to  cross 
the  river  and  was,  unluckily  or  luckily,  stuck  in  the  mud.  The  regiment  again 
returned  to  camp  and  remained  there  until  the  latter  part  of  April,  when  Gen- 
eral Joseph  Hooker,  then  in  command  of  the  army,  commenced  his  operations 
for  the  Chancellorsville  campaign.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  was  de- 
tached to  construct  corduroy  roads  and  to  assist  the  engineering  corps  in  laying 
the  pontoon  bridge. 

At  the  United  States  Ford,  on  the  1st  of  ilay,  the  first  gun  of  the  Chancel- 
lorsville campaign  was  fired.  • 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  a  detail  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  from 
the  regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCreary,  was  ordered  to 
the  relief  of  the  skirmish  line  left  in  the  works  thrown  up  on  the  night  of  the 
1st;  the  balance  of  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  supporting  the  batteries  around 
the  Chancellor  House,  which  had  been  massed  to  resist  the  troops  of  Jackson^ 
now  led  by  Stuart.  It  was  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery. 
Here  Major  Pattou  was  struck  with  a  shell  and  mortally  wounded.  The  troops 
under  Colonel  McCreary  were  hotly  engaged  on  the  skirmish  line  and  success- 
fully resisted  repeated  assaults  of  the  enemy  under  McLaws  and  Anderson, 
and  completely  foiling  every  attempt  to  turn  the  left  and  reach  the  rear  of 
Hancock's  main  line  of  battle.  When  the  army  fell  back  the  troops  upon  this^ 
skirmish  line  failed  to  receive  the  order  to  retire  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  th& 
enemy.  From  this  time  to  June  15,  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  drilling, 
picket  duty  and  recruiting  its  shattered  ranks.  The  corps  was  reorganized, 
and  "W.  S.  Hancock  placed  in  command  of  corps,  General  Caldwell  of  the  di- 
vision and  Colonel  John  R.  Brooke  of  the  brigade. 

On  June  15  the  regiment  broke  camp  and  moved  from  Falmouth  to  near 
Aquia  creek,  on  the  16th  to  Wolf's  run,  on  the  17th  to  Sangster's,  on  the  20th 
to  Centerville,  on  the  21st  to  Gainesville,  and  on  the  2oth  reached  Gum  Springs, 
and  on  the  26th  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Edwards'  Ferry,  and  on  the  39th 
reached  Uniontown.  General  Hooker  was  now  removed  from  the  command  of  the 
army  and  General  George  G.  Meade  placed  in  command.  Day  was  just  dawn- 
ing on  July  2  when  the  Second  Corps  marched  from  behind  Kound  Top  within 
hearing  of  the  firing  along  Reynolds'  and  Howard's  line.  The  corps  formed 
line  of  battle,  the  right  resting  on  or  near  the  cemetery  and  the  First  Division 
on  the  left  of  the  corps  with  the  left  near  the  base  of  Little  Round  Top.  About 
noon,  from  our  position,  we  see  troops  moving  towards  the  Emmitsburg  road. 
We  do  not  know  what  it  means,  but  soon  learn  that  it  is  the  Third  Corps  under 
General  Sickles  advancing  to  occupy  the  high  ground  over  which  passes  the 
Emmitsburg  road  at  Sherfy's  buildings  near  the  spot  that  afterwards  he- 
came  so  famous  as  the  peach  orchard.  Sickles  reaches  his  position  and  forms 
his  line  of  battle,  his  right  along  the  road  to  the  peach  orchard  facing  west,  his 
left  swung  back  or  refused  and  extending  from  the  angle  made  at  the  peach 
orchard  to  the  Devil's  Den,  facing  south,  or  nearly  so.  The  formation  is  hardly 
made  when  Longstreet  hurls  his  battalions  against  Sickles'  left  with  impetu- 
osity and  determination  and  then  began  one  of  most  remarkable  encounters 
known  in  the  annals  of  warfare.  The  resistance  of  Sickles  was  stubborn  and 
determined,  but  at  last  finding  himself  sorely  pressed  he  is  obliged  to  call  for 
help,  and  the  First  Division  of  the  Second  Corps  by  General  Hancock  is  de- 
tached from  the  corps  and  harried  to  his  assistance.    As  the  description  of  this 
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battle-field,  and  the  part  taken  by  the  Oue  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Regiment 
has  been  assigned  to  another,  I  will  simply  add  that  in  the  memorable  charge 
by  Brooke's  Brigade,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  allowed  no  regiment  in 
the  army  to  surpass  it  in  heroism.  I  will  simply  quote  from  General  Han- 
cock's official  report.  "The  Fourth  Brigade,  General  John  R.  Brooke  com- 
manding, was  directed  to  advance.  With  his  accustomed  gallantry  and  energy 
Brooke  pushed  his  line  further  to  the  front  than  other  of  our  troops  advanced 
during  the  battle,  and  gained  a  position  impregnable  from  an  attack  in  front, 
and  of  great  tactical  importance,  but,  owing  to  the  right  flank  being  exposed,  the 
brigade  was  compelled  to  fall  back.  In  this  fearful  charge  of  the  division  Gen- 
erals Zook  and  Cross,  two  brigade  commanders,  were  killed  and  Brooke  and 
Kelly  wounded."  I  notice  among  the  killed  the  names  of  Captain  Griswold, 
Lieutenants  Lewis  and  Finch,  and  among  the  wounded  Colonel  Brown,  Major 
Reynolds,  Adjutant  Black  and  Captain  John  Hilton.  Major  Reynolds  and 
Captain  Hilton  are  with  us  to-day,  the  latter  minus  a  leg  which  he  lost  near 
this  spot.  The  regiment  went  into  this  battle  two  hundred  strong  and  lost 
twenty-seven  killed  and  mortally  wounded  and  sixty-six  wounded  and  eight 
missing.  The  regiment  was  but  slightly  engaged  on  the  3d,  but  held  its  posi- 
tion in  the  first  line  of  battle  but  at  the  left  of  Pickett's  charge.  The  regi- 
ment shortly  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  received  about  three  hundred  re- 
cruits, but  being  mostly  bounty  j umpers  did  the  regiment  but  little  good  ex- 
cept to  swell  the  aggregate  of  our  muster-roll,  many  deserted  and  many  more 
claimed  to  be  sick  and  were  sent  to  the  hospital  and  never  returned.  For  this 
the  old  regiment  was  duly  thankful. 

In  October  the  regiment  moved  out  towards  the  Rapidan  river  and  then  fell 
back  across  Bull  Run,  having  participated  in  the  fight  at  Auburn  and  Bristoe 
Station,  the  former  better  known  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  as  Coffee 
Hill.  At  Auburn  and  Bristoe  the  regiment  lost  eight  killed  and  several 
wounded. 

On  the  26th  of  November  the  regiment  set  out  on  the  Mine  Run  campaign, 
and  upon  arriving  at  Germanna  Ford  it  was  found  that  the  pontoons  were  in- 
sufficient to  construct  a  bridge.  Colonel  Brooke  volunteered  to  cross  the  river 
with  his  brigade  and  dislodge  the  enemy.  It  was  wintry  weather  and  the 
stream  was  swift  and  waist  deep,  but  without  a  murmur  the  men  plunged  in 
and  soon  had  possession  ot  the  enemy's  works  which  he  had  but  a  few  days  be- 
fore elaborately  constructed.  The  regiment  was  one  of  the  regiments  chosen 
by  General  "Warren  to  charge  the  enemy's  works,  but  owing  to  the  condition 
of  the  run  and  the  impregnability  of  the  enemy's  works,  the  assault  was  aban- 
doned. The  regiment  was  the  last  to  leave  the  line  of  battle  and  the  last  to 
recross  the  river  and  went  into  what  we  supposed  winter  quarters  near 
Brandy  Station,  but  was  hardly  settled  when  we  were  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Germanna  Ford,  to  cover  the  approaches  from  that  direction.  Here  we  again 
built  winter  quarters,  but  was  again  ordered  to  move,  this  time  back  a  mile. 
Here  for  the  third  time,  the  regiment  built  winter  quarters,  and  remained  until 
May,  1864.  During  the  winter  many  changes  took  place  in  the  army.  General 
Grant  was  made  commander-in-chief  of  the  army.  The  Third  Corps  was  con- 
solidated into  two  divisions  known  as  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  of  the 
Second  Corps.  The  old  Second  Corps  was  consolidated  into  two  divisions 
known  as  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  Second  Corps.  The  corps  com- 
manded by  Major-General  W.  S.  Hancock,  and  the  First  Division  by  General 
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Barlow,  and  the  brigade  in  which  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  belonged  by 
General  John  E.  Brooke,  The  regiment  had  been  recruited  by  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  good  and  true  men  mostly  Irom  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  be- 
sides many  who  had  been  away  sick  and  wounded  had  returned.  The  Army 
of  the  Potomac  was  destined  to  enter  upon  the  greatest  campaign  in  the  history 
of  the  world.  Its  previous  experience  had  been  a  varied  one,  of  victories  and 
defeats,  successes  and  reverses.  In  1861  the  only  battle  fought  was  Bull  Eun. 
In  1862  this  magnificent  army  fought  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Pair  Oaks, 
the  seven  days  before  Eichmond,  Second  Bull  Eun,  Antietam  and  Fredericks- 
burg. 1863  opened  with  the  disaster  at  Chancellorsville,  the  victory  at  Get- 
tysburg, Auburn,  Bristoe  Station,  Eappahannock  and  Mine  Eun.  Great  and 
bloody  as  had  been  the  battles  just  named  and  heroic  as  had  been  its  conduct 
under  severe  trials,  it  was  about  to  enter  upon  a  campaign  in  which  it  should 
fight  more  days,  lose  more  men,  and  suffer  more  sacrifices  in  two  months  than 
it  had  in  all  its  two  years'  operations. 

It  was  to  cross  the  historic  Eapidan  and  move  southward  into  the  enemy's 
country,  not  to  retrace  its  course  until  a  year  later,  it  marched  homeward  with 
the  crowning  victory  of  Appomattox  inscribed  upon  its  banners.  During  the 
yearwasfoughttbebattlesof  the  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania  Court  House,  North 
Anna  Elver,  Cold  Harbor,  Trevilliau  Station,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Eailroad, 
Petersburg  Mine,  Deep  Bottom,  Eeams'  Station,  Hatcher's  Eun.  Fort  Sted- 
man,  Second  Petersburg,  Boydton  Eoad,  Dinwiddle  Court  House,  Five  Forks, 
Amelia  Court  House,  Sailor's  Creek,  High  Bridge,  Farmville  and  Appomattox, 
in  which  it  lost  in  killed,  17,400  men  and  85,500  wounded,  making  a  total  of 
102,900,  besides  those  lost  by  the  Sixth  Corps  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  all 
inside  of  a  year. 

On  the  night  of  May  3  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, with  the  First  Division,  crossed  the  Eapidan  and  was  soon  confronting 
the  enemy.  Colonel  Brown  was  here  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Third 
Brigade  and  Major  Lynch  assumed  command  of  the  regiment.  The  regiment 
was  hotly  engaged  on  May  10  across  the  Po  river,  and  many  of  the  wounded 
were  left  behind  and  were,  in  all  probability,  consumed  by  the  flames,  as  the 
woods  through  which  we  fell  back  was  one  sheet  of  flame. 

My  comrades,  who  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  can  ever  forget  the  12th  day  of  May,  1864.  I  quote  from  an  un- 
known author:  "Early  on  the  evening  of  May  11,  Hancock  assembled  his 
division  commanders  and  gave  his  orders.  The  night  was  pitchy  dark  and  the 
rain  beat  down  mercilessly  upon  the  unsheltered  troops,  whether  in  the  tangled 
forest  01  open  field.  It  was  9  o'clock  when  Barlow  called  his  brigadiers  to 
council,  in  a  dense  and  gloomy  forest,  in  a  secluded  spot  cleared  for  the  pur- 
■  pose.  The  desultory  firing  of  the  day  had  ceased,  no  sound  came  from  the 
bivouac  where  the  weary  men  were  snatching  an  hour's  rest  after  the  marching 
and  the  fighting  of  the  Wilderness.  Barlow's  Division  was  to  be  honored  with 
a  position  of  gi-eat  peril  and  importance,  and  now  his  brigades  were  to  he  as- 
signed to  their  work.  The  flickering  light  of  a  lantern  shed  its  dim  uncertain 
rays  over  the  dreary  woods  and  on  the  little  group  huddled  together  in  the  dis- 
mal storm  to  map  out  the  plan  of  the  morrow's  desperate  battle.  By  the  lan- 
tern's faint  uncertain  beams,  now  flaring  its  red  glare  upon  a  thoughtful  face, 
now  almost  beaten  out  by  the  wind  and  rain,  General  Barlow  traced  upon  the 
moistened  earth  the  plan  of  the  morrow's  deadly  assault.     It  Avas  a  rude  may, 
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'but  the  brigadiers  followed  each  outline  with  eager  eye,  and  when  the  druid 
council  was  over,  each  understood  the  part  he  was  to  play,  and  hastened  to 
his  command  to  summons  his  colonels  to  a  similar  council.  Brooke  called  his 
colonels  together,  and  among  them  Major  Lynch,  and  gave  them  their  instruc- 
tions for  the  charge.  Brooke  and  Miles  were  to  lead  the  charge,  each  regiment 
forming  double  column  on  the  center.  At  10  o'clock  the  order  came  to  march, 
and  never  did  troops  start  under  circumstances  more  dispiriting." 

To  the  inky  darkness  of  the  night  was  added  a  chilly  rain  which  soon  wet 
the  men  to  the  skin  and  covered  the  country  with  a  dense  fog  and  made  the 
-tangled  forest  through  which  the  troops  had  to  march  doubly  diflacult  to  pene- 
trate. From  10  o'clock  to  1  o'clock  the  troops  struggled  on  over  the  difiScult 
way.  The  story  of  that  night's  march  cannot  be  pictured.  Silently  the  men 
struggled  on  over  the  tangled  and  torturous  path.  Now  and  then  one  would 
whisper  to  a  comrade  or  touch  an  elbow  to  make  sure  he  was  still  there.  Not 
a  word  was  spoken  or  a  noise  made  to  show  an  army  corps  was  on  its  way  to 
•desperate  work.  At  last  the  column  halted,  and  at  4.35  a.  m.  the  order  to  ad- 
vance is  given.  Through  the  clearing,  up  the  rugged  ascent,  facing  without 
response,  a  hot  fire  from  the  enemy's  pickets,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth 
broke  through  their  line  and  in  an  instant  was  in  the  rifle  pits  of  his  skir- 
mishers. Not  a  shot  had  been  fired  by  the  Union  troops.  The  One  hundred  and 
forty-fifth  was  half  way  up  the  slope,  almost  ou  the  enemy's  works.  Not  a 
sound  from  the  veterans  strictly  disciplined  and  mindful  of  orders  but  n  new 
regiment,  thinking  the  victory  won  when  the  picket  rifle  pits  were  taken, 
broke  into  a  cheer.  The  fire  had  been  kindled  and  the  shout  rang  through 
regiment  after  regiment  until  the  whole  force  were  yelling  like  mad. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  dashed  forward  on  the  double-quick,  down 
from  the  rebel  works  poured  a  withering  fire,  a  deadly  blast  that  tore  great 
rents  in  the  advancing  ranks,  hut  on  they  pressed  for  one  of  the  bravest,  blood- 
iest charges  in  the  annals  of  war.  On,  on,  they  pressed  the  enemy  thinning  their 
ranks  as  they  advanced.  But  the  torn  ranks  closed  as  those  immortal  heroes 
fell  and  when  the  crest  of  the.  slope  was  reached  Barlow  threw  himself  upon 
their  works. 

Now  began  one  of  the  boldest  and  deadliest  hand-to-hand  combats  of  the 
war.  "With  sword  and  bayonet  our  troops  cut  their  way.  "With  sword  and 
bayonet  and  handspike  the  rebels  replied  until,  overborne  by  the  fury  of  the 
assault,  the  enemy  broke  and  gave  up  their  works,  leaving  dead  and  dying 
heaped  in  piles.  In  one  little  spot,  said  General  Brooke,  I  saw  sixty  bodies 
lying  every  one  of  them  pierced  with  v.  bayonet.  In  this  charge  the  corps 
captured  about  four  thousand  prisoners,  twenty  pieces  of  artillery,  thirty  colors 
.and  several  thousand  stands  of  small  arms. 

In  this  batttle,  among  those  killed  were  Captain  Devereau.x,  Lieutenants 
Baker,  Sampson  and  Brockway,  and  Captain  J.  Boyd  Espy  and  Lieutenant 
Free  were  among  the  wounded.  Our  total  loss  in  killed  at  this  battle  was  forty 
and  a  large'number  were  wounded.  The  regiment  was  next  engaged  at  Toto- 
potomoy  where  two  were  killed  and  seven  wounded. 

Our  next  engagement  was  at  Cold  Harbor,  where  the  gallant  old  Fourth 
Brigade,  led  by  Brooke,  captured  the  rebel  breastworks,  about  three  hundred 
prisoners  and  several  guns,  but,  being  the  only  brigade  on  the  line  that  crossed 
the  enemy's  works,  it  was  necessary  to  fall  back.  In  this  charge  fourteen  men  of 
the  regiment  were  killed,  Lieutenant  Snell  among  the  number  ;  Captain  Harvey 
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was  wounded,  losing  a  leg.  This  charge  struck  from  the  roll  of  Second  Corps. 
the  intrepid  Brooke, Tyler,Byrnes,McMahon, Morris  oi  the  Seventh  and  Morris  of 
the  Sixty-sixth  New  York,  two  generals  and  seven  colonels.  General  Hancock 
said  of  this  battle:  '' In  an  hour's  assault,  3,024  men  fell."  General  Hancock 
might  well  speak  of  it  as  a  loss  without  precedence.  Indeed,  since  the  army 
crossed  the  Eapidan,  the  losses  of  the  Second  Corps  had  been  without  precedent. 
Grant  had  used  it  as  the  hammer-head  with  which  he  had  pounded  Lee  for  four 
weeks.  Was  it  a  wonder  that  Hancock  should  have  said,  when  asked  where 
his  corps  was:  "  It  lies  buried  between  the  Eapidan  and  the  James."  Colonel 
James  A.  Beaver,  afterwards  General  Beaver,  and  now  the  honored  Governor 
of  the  old  Keystone  State,  now  assumed  command  of  the  brigade.  Colonel 
McCreary  having  returned  to  the  regiment,  now  took  command  of  the  regiment. 

The  next  engagement  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged  was  at  Petersburg, 
in  which  nine  men  were  killed  and  twenty-tour  wounded.  Colonel  Beaver,  in 
command  of  the  brigade,  was  wounded  and  Colonel  McCreary  was  again  taken 
prisoner.  The  Fourth  Brigade,  or  the  handful  left,  was  now  commanded  by 
Colonel  Fraser,  and  on  July  22  was  attacked  by  a  superior  force  and  a  number 
were  killed,  wounded  and  captured.  The  regiment  participated  in  all  the 
battles  to  the  close  of  the  war  in  which  the  Second  Corps  was  engaged  and  re- 
turned to  Washington  to  join  in  the  grand  review,  and  returned  to  Erie  early 
in  June,  1865. 

My  comrades.  I  find,  upon  careful  examination  of  the  records,  that  the  One- 
hundred  and  forty-fifth  Regiment  Penn.sylvania  Volunteers  lost  eighteen  com- 
missioned officers  on  the  field  and  three  died,  only  one  regiment  in  the  service, 
viz.,  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  lost  more;  they  losing  nineteen 
killed  and  one  died. 

I  find  the  regiment  lost  in  killed,  205  ;  died  of  exposure,  etc..  227  ;  wounded,, 
446  ;  missing,  384  ;  making  a  total  loss  of  1,262,  out  of  an  enrolment  of  1,456. 
I  have  before  stated  that  m  1863,  the  regiment  received  about  three  hundred 
recruits  that  were  of  no  use  to  the  regiment  only  to  swell  the  aggregate  of  our 
regimental  roll.  Injustice  to  the  old  regiment  the  losses  should  be  figured  on 
an  enrolment  of  1,156. 

Comrades  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth,  we  have  met  here  to-day  to  dedi- 
cate this  bronze  statue  and  imposing  pile  of  granite.  It  stands  here,  not  alone 
as  a  tribute  to  your  valor  and  services  rendered  upon  this  historic  field.  You 
participated  in  many  other  weary  marches,  and  fought  many  other  bloody 
battles  from  Antietam  to  the  surrender  at  Appomattox.  Your  presence  as  an 
organization  was  felt  in  the  grand  old  Second  Corps,  and  in  no  campaign,  on 
no  march  and  in  no  battle  in  which  you  were  engaged,  whether  upon  the  skir- 
mish line  or  line  of  battle  in  the  midst  of  the  fray,  can  it  evei-  be  said  that  you 
ever  shrank  from  the  full  performance  of  your  duty. 

My  comrades,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  the  old  One  hundred 
and  forty-fifth  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  those  in  command,  for  well 
they  knew  you  would  never  fail  them  in  the  hour  of  trial  and  danger. 

The  record  of  our  regiment  is  a  proud  one  and  this  monument  will  tel!  the 
story  to  generatiuns  yet  unborn.  The  question  will  be  asked — how  jamc  this 
brigade  here  ?  Then  shall  the  historian  tell  of  Brooke's  headlong  charge 
through  the  wheat-field,  driving  everything  before  him  and  of  his  gaining  this 
.spot  far  in  advance  of  the  position  of  any  other  command  on  the  field,  and  that 
the  One  liund  red  and  forty -fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  led  the  brigade.     Our 
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<leath  roll  proves  that  our  lot  was  not  cast  iu  solt  places  in  the  rear  but  testifies 
with  emphasis  to  your  presence  on  many  a  hard-contested  field. 

My  comrades,  let  us  thank  that  merciful  Providence  which  led  so  many  of 
us  through  danger  with  our  lives,  dangers  in  which  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  of  our  comrades  who  marched  and  fought  with  us,  were  left  behind. 

Let  us  pray  him  that  our  beloved  country  with  its  glorious  free  institutions 
and  form  of  government  may  be  purified  and  made  stronger  by  the  toils,  suf- 
fering and  sacrifices  of  the  Union  soldier  and  that  our  country  may  ever  be  safe 
from  another  unholy  rebellion.  Let  us  also  be  thankful  that  after  a  lapse  of 
more  than  twenty -six  years  so  many  of  us  are  still  alive  and  that  so  many  are 
permitted  to  gather  around  this  monument,  and  join  in  the  exercises  of  the  . 
day.  It  has  done  me  good  to  look  you  in  the  eye,  to  greet  you,  to  clasp  you 
by  the  hand  and  to  be  wished  God  speed  and  to  do  the  same  by  you.  I  thank 
you  for  your  kind  attention  in  this  drenching  rain,  and  pray  God's  choicest 
blessing  may  rest  upon  each  and  every  one  of  you  during  the  remainder  of 
your  days  on  earth,  and  when  you  shall  be  called  upon  to  answer  the  last  great 
roll  call,  may  you  be  ushered  into  ii  country  where  there  is  neither  war  or  rumors 
of  war.     My  comrades,  I  bid  you  adieu. 
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September   12,  1889 

ADDRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  A.  MOORE 

COMEADES  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Eegiment  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry: — To-day  we  have  assembled  on  this  hal- 
lowed battle-field,  dear  to  the  hearts  of  ever3r  living  member  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  great  struggle,  now  more  than  a  quarter  of  century  ago, 
t«  perform  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  living  and  the  dead,  the  solemn  and  impressive 
dedicatory  ceremonies  of  the  monument  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  formation  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Eegiment  carries  us 
properly  back  to  the  actual  organization  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Eegiment,  when 
companies  L,  M,  N,  0  and  P,  constituting  part  of  that  organization,  were  mus- 
tered into  service  in  August  and  September,  1861,  taking  priority  by  fully  one 
year  of  the  next  numbered  Pennsylvania  regiment  in  line,  or  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Only  the  immediate  operations  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  on  the 
battle-field  of  Gettysburg  will  be  dwelt  upon  in  my  connection  with  these  ser- 
vices, but  it  is  not  without  just  pride  to  emphasize  here  that  the  veterans  of 
the  older,  as  well  as  those  of  the  newer  companies,  have  a  grand  stretch  of  vet- 
eran service  equaled  by  few,  and  surpassing  a  large  number  of  Pennsylvania 
regiments 

With  the  combination  of  the  new  sturdy  companies,  the  newly-numbered 
regiment,  already  a  veteran  body,  was  rechristened  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  Eegiment  Pennnsylvauia  Volunteers  on  October  10,  1862,  on  Bolivar 
Heights,  Virginia. 
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With  this  introduction  I  will  proceed  to  give  the  operations  of  the  regiment 
upon   his  historic  field. 

From  a  standpoint  on  the  crest  of  Cemetery  Hill,  looking  down  the  Baltimore 
pike,  about  5  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  July  1,  1863,  an  observer  could  have 
seen  approaching,  amid  clouds  of  curling  dust,  a  column  of  Union  troops,  carry- 
ing aloft  the  stars  and  stripes,  the  emblem  of  our  National  sovereignty.  The 
day  was  hot,  sultry  and  cloudless,  but  the  sun's  rays  were  fast  losing  power, 
and  the  great  orb  of  day  was  gradually  settling  behind  the  summit  of  the  dis^ 
tant  South  Mountain.  Then,  as  the  column  drew  nearer  to  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
it  filed  off  to  the  left  through  open  fields,  and  continued  the  march  until  Little 
Round  Top  was  reached.  It  was  the  advance  of  Slocum's  Twelfth  Army  Corps 
with  Geary's  Second  Division  in  the  lead,  whose  headquarters  flag  of  dark  blue 
with  its  inspiring  big  white  star  emblazoned  in  the  center,  was  at  the  head. 
The  First  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  One  hundred-and  forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers,  and  the  Fifth,  Seventh,  Twenty-ninth  and 
Sixty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  had  the  right  of  the  line,  and  were  in  front.  It 
was  at  this  supreme  moment  that  the  shattered  command  of  the  late  lamented 
Reynolds,  under  General  Howard,  had  fallen  back  from  sheer  force  of  over- 
whelming numbers  of  the  enemy,  through  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  and  had 
just  taken  position  on  a  defensive  line  on  Cemetery  Hill.  The  battle  of  the 
first  day  was  ended.  The  enemy  held  the  town  and  were  keeping  up  a  brisk 
skirmish  fire  on  the  outposts  of  Howard's  line  of  battle.  His  brave  yet  over- 
powered and  defeated  veterans  stood  like  an  iron  wall  awaiting  the  rebel  onset, 
until  reinforcements  would  arrive.  This  brave  general  and  his  veteran  soldiery 
may  have  had  in  their  minds  at  that  critical  moment,  the  words  imputed  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 

When  Bonaparte  had  pressed  him  sorely,  and  the  crisis  appeared  to  be  turn- 
ing in  favor  of  the  French,  the  Duke  sat  on  his  faithful  charger  under  an  old 
apple  tree  peering  anxiously  through  his  field-glass  in  the  direction  of  his  ex- 
pected reserves,  and  exclaimed,  "I  wish  to  God  that  night  or  Blucher  would 
soon  come  ! ' ' 

The  Twelfth  Corps  was  the  first  to  arrive  to  Howard's  relief,  and  Geary's 
Division  was  stretched  on  a  thin  line  from  Little  Round  Top  to  the  southern 
confines  of  Cemetery  Hill,  and  connected  with  Howard's  left,  while  Williams' 
First  Division  swung  over  to  the  right  of  Howard  on  Gulp's  Hill. 

As  night  closed  on  the  scene  that  evening  Geary's  Division  occupied  the  precise 
position  on  which  was  fought  the  final  third  day's  struggle  on  the  left  and 
center  of  the  Union  line  of  battle. 

There  had  been  no  troops  of  either  army  on  this  portion  of  the  line  previous 
to  Geary's  occupation. 

It  was  the  master  mind  of  General  Hancock,  who  was  at  this  hour  personally 
on  the  field— (in  the  absence  of  General  Meade  and  his  (Hancock's)  own  Sec- 
ond Corps)— that  marked  the  prolongation  of  the  future  line  of  battle  from 
Cemetery  Hill  to  Little  Round  Top  ;  and  this  position  was  the  correct  one,  as 
the  closing  struggle  of  the  third  day's  fight  proved. 

The  common  assertions  made  by  early  historians,  lecturers,  writers  and 
critics  ol  this  great  battle,  that  the  Second  Corps  first  came  to  the  relief  of 
General  Howard  on  the  afternoon  or  evening  of  the  1st  of  July,  are  proven  to 
be  incorrect  and  without  the  shadow  of  fact. 

General  Geary's  Division  arrived  on  the  left,  and  held  this  position  nine- 
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hours  before  the  Second  Corps  came  up,  or  from  5  p.  m.,  July  1,  to  2  a.  m., 
July  2. 

Williams'  First  Division  of  the  Twelftli  Corps  at  the  same  time  swung  around 
and  occupied  Gulp's  Hill  on  the  right. 

With  these  reinforcements  happily  on  the  ground  the  enemy  made  no  further 
attempts  to  follow  up  his  successes  of  the  first  day's  operations. 

In  position  at  the  northern  base  of  Little  Round  Top,  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-seventh  was  ordered  out  on  picket  duty  for  the  night. 

It  ^vas  advanced  several  hundred  yards  to  the  frout,  and  right  of  its  regi- 
mental position  in  line,  in  the  direction  of  the  Emmitsburg  road,  on  rough, 
rocky  ground,  and  occupied  a  stone  fence  as  a  protection. 

Here  the  regiment — with  the  exception  of  the  reserve  in  the  rear — though 
tired  and  weary  by  long  and  forced  marches,  stood  alert  and  vigilant  against  the 
coming  of  their  old  enemy. 

No  one  that  night  in  the  weird  darkness  which  hung  like  a  pall  around  the 
lonely  picket  post  would  have  dreamed  that  on  this  spot,  and  to  the  right,  left 
and  front  of  it,  sanguinary  struggles  would  take  place  i:^  the  next  two  succeed- 
ing days — parallels  of  which  for  desperate  and  reckless  braver j,  on  both  sides, 
have  had  few  equals  in  ancient  or  modern  warfare. 

To  the  left,  up  a  dark  ravine,  skirted  by  frowning  forest  trees,  stood  the 
great  rocks  of  the  Devil's  Den,  gaping  in  wild  grandeur  ;  from  whose  deep 
crevices  the  daring  rebel  sharpshooters,  with  unerring  aim,  made  sad  havoc 
with  many  brave  officers  and  men  of  the  Union  army. 

Near  by  loomed  up  the  rock-ribbed,  forest-covered  sides  of  the  Round  Tops, 
which  w'ere  great  objective  points  of  the  enemy — and  for  the  possession  of  which 
both  armies  desperately  contended  for  the  mastery. 

Then  to  the  front  were  the  open  fields  extending  to  and  beyond  the  Emmits- 
burg road,  where  General  Sickles  met  the  onslaught  of  Longstreet's  and  Hill's 

forces  of  the  rebel  army. 

Then  again  to  the  right  lay  the  long  stretch  of  open  country,  extending  from 
Little  Round  Top  to  Cemetery  Hill,  on  whose  sodden  soil  Hancock  and  a  host 
of  brave  leaders  and  veteran  soldiers  rolled  back  the  mighty  and  seemingly 
irresistible  columns  of  Pickett,  and  Heth,  and  Wilcox. 

The  night  wore  on,  and  the  boys  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  were 
not  disturbed  by  the  enemy  at  their  picket  post. 

Quietly,  about  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  a  column  of  Union  troops  advanced  to  our 
picket  line  and  relieved  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  from  further  picket 
duty  on  that  portion  of  the  field.  It  was  a  detail  of  the  Second  Corps  which 
had  just  arrived  at  the  front.  Morning  dawned,  and  the  regiment  with  the 
division  moved  cautiously  over  to  the  right— taking  position  on  the  east  crest 
of  Gulp's  Hill,  facing  the  wooded  ravine,  through  which  flowed  Rock  creek. 

Greene's  Third  Brigade  was  placed  on  the  left  and  joined  Wadsworth's  Divi- 
sion of  the  First  Corps,  at  the  angle  and  apex  of  the  hill,  and  extended  his  right 
southward  along  the  crest,  forming  a  right  angle  with  Wadsworth,  and  connect- 
ing with  Candy's  First  Brigade,  while  Kane's  Second  Brigade  continued  the 
line  of  battle  to  the  right  until  he  connected  with  the  left  of  Williams'  First 
Division.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Regiment  lay  in  position  next 
to  Greene's  New  Yorkers,  and  directly  on  their  right.  And,  now,  in  this  posi- 
tion, on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July,  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  its  front 
in  completing  a  line  of  breastworks  facing  the  enemy  who  were  in  the  ravine 


704  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

below.  The  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  held  the  ground  directly 
to  our  right,  overlapping  somewhat  our  position,  and  that  regiment  alternately 
assisted  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  at  the  works.  As  usual  in 
the  hasty  preparations  for  defense,  the  pioneer  corps  was  not  at  hand,  and 
bayonets,  tin  pans,  tin  cups,  etc.,  were  improvised  as  implements  in  the  con- 
struction of  earthworks.  The  day  wore  on  without  any  incident  transpiring 
to  break  the  monotony  of  preparation  on  either  side.  Stillness  on  the  part  of 
the  combatants  to  a  painful  degree  was  felt  throughout  the  whole  operations  of 
the  vast  field  of  forces.  From  our  standpoint  scarcely  the  report  of  a  picket 
gun  could  be  heard. 

Meade  and  Lee  were  rapidly  yet  quietly  hurrying  to  the  front  their  belated 
battalions,  to  this  vortex  at  which  each  must  stake  the  superiority  as  well  as 
the  very  existence  of  their  respective  armies.  It  was  3  o'clock  p.  m.  when  the 
enemy's  artillery  broke  the  ominous  silence,  and  the  struggle  of  the  second  day 
began  iu  terrible  earnest  on  our  left  and  center. 

As  Sickles  met  the  onset  of  Longstreet's  and  Hill's  Corps,  the  overwhelming 
forces  of  the  enemy  induced  General  Meade  to  order  two  of  Geary's  Brigades, 
the  First  and  Second,  to  the  aid  of  Sickles,  leaving  the  Third  Brigade  to  -^.read 
out  in  a  thin  line  to  cover  the  ground  vacated. 

"Williams'  First  Division  on  the  extreme  right  was  also  taken  away,  with  the 
exception  of  one  brigade,  leaving  the  right  flank  exposed.  This  movement  the 
enemy  soon  discovered  as  the  sequel  proved.  The  One  hundred  and  forty 
seventh,  in  its  brigade,  was  moved  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Cemetery  Hill,  and 
near  to  what  is  novf  known  as  Zeigler's  Grove.  Here  the  regiment  lay  in  re- 
serve, in  close  column  by  brigade,  for  several  hours,  awaiting  orders  for  action. 
It  had  left  its  position,  on  Gulp's  Hill  between  3  and  4  p.  m.,  and  had  held  its 
place  at  Zeigler's  Grove  for  at  least  four  hours  without  any  movement,  but  its 
services  were  not  needed  at  the  front. 

This  point  about  midway  between  the  extreme  right  and  left  had  many  regi- 
ments laying  en  masse,  and  from  here  any  point  of  the  Union  line  could  be 
quickly  supported  in  a  very  short  time. 

It  has  been  stated  by  numerous  critics  that  General  Meade  erred  in  taking 
away  the  greater  portion  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  from  Gulp's  Hill,  leaving  it  but 
partially  protected,  yet,  when  it  is  known  that  these  and  other  troops  were 
massed  as  reserves  in  the  rear  of  General  Sickles,  who  was  fighting  desperately 
to  hold  his  critical  position  and  drive  back  the  enemy,  it  will  be  seen  and 
readily  admitted  that  the  commander  of  the  Union  army  held  this  as  the  key 
to  his  position. 

If  Ewell's  forces  had  advanced  on  Gulp's  Hi!',  and  taken  the  position  vacated 
by  our  corps,  or  had  still  further  advanced  in  the  direction  of  Spangler's  Spring 
and  the  Baltimore  pike,  they  would  have  been  compelled  to  lengthen  their  line 
of  battle  correspondingly,  and  would  have  fatally  exposed  their  extended  line 
to  the  attack  of  this  heavy  reserve  force.  Thus,  certainly,  reasoned  General 
Meade  at  that  period  of  the  evening  of  July  2.  The  battle  continued  with 
unabated  fury  until  9  p.  m.  Cemetery  Hill  and  Gulp's  Hill  had  frequently 
been  charged  upon  by  the  enemy  who  was  as  often  repulsed  by  the  stubborn 
bravery  of  the  Union  soldiery,  until  overwhelming  darkness  drew  the  veil  over 
the  scene  and  both  combatants  had  then  nearly  the  same  ground  which  they 
at  first  occupied.  The  enemy  had  partially  gained  the  position  vacated  by 
Williams'  Division,  and  had  driven  back  from  the  earthworks  a  part  of  the  thm 
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line  occupied  V)y  a  portion  of  Greene's  Brigade,  which  had  stubbornly  fought, 
inch  by  inch,  to  hold  the  works  vacated  by  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  of 
Geary's  Division,  a  few  hours  previously.  They  battled  bravely  against  great 
odds,  securely  holding  the  left  ol'  the  line,  but  retreated  only  one  hundred  yards 
on  the  right,  and  held  the  enemy  outside  of  our  breastworks  which  he  failed 
to  take. 

The  battle  6f  the  .second  day  closed,  and  at  10  o'clock  p.  in.  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-seventh,  in  brigade,  together  with  Kane's  Second  Brigade,  were 
ordered  back  to  confront  the  enemy,  and  retake  the  positions  partially  lost  dur- 
ing their  absence.  The  task  of  such  u  movement,  in  utter  darkness,  amid 
heavily-timbered  ridges  and  ravines  on  Gulp's  Hill,  w;is  one  of  extreme  dan- 
ger and  uncertainty,  and  the  responsibility  devolving  upon  the  commanders  of 
divisions,  brigades  and  regiments  required  the  utmost  care  and  ingenuity  in 
their  manoeuvres.  It  seemed  to  be  a  night  of  bewilderment  to  all,  for  I  have 
failed  to  discover  any  two  members  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  whose 
views  coincided  on  the  route  traversed.  It  was  a  night  of  slow,  tiresome, 
round-abont  manoeuvering,  through  fields,  over  fences,  now  on  the  pike  ;  then 
a  whispered  halt !  a  rest  for  some  minutes  ;  the  men  asleep  !  Wake  up  !  a  for- 
ward, march  !  came  from  tte  ofiacers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  cum- 
panies,  in  low  hurried  tones.  Then,  again,  began  the  slow,  silent  movement 
forward,  over  rough,  stony,  stumpy  ground,  through  bushes  and  briars,  over 
stones,  ditches,fgnllies  and  marshes,  until  near  daybreak,  when  the  regiment 
was  faced  in  line  of  battle  for  the  third  and  last  day's  fight.  This  position  was 
about  three  hundred  yards  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  one  held  by  the  regi- 
ment and  vacated  on  the  previous  day. 

The  night's  march  may  be  summed  up  abort  in  this  wise,  draw  a  zig-zag 
line  from  Zeigler's  Grove  to  a  point  where  the  Baltimore  pike  crosses  Rock 
creek,  in  the  direction  of  Taneytown,  then  draw  a  sinuous  line  with  numer- 
ous backward  curves  from  that  point  to  the  Gulp's  Hill  position,  where  day- 
light found  us,  and  you  have  the  outline  of  the  ground  over  which  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-seventh  marched  that  night. 

The  position  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  on  the  morning  of  the 
third  day's  battle  was  facing  a  wooded  ravine,  with  an  open,  uncultivated  field 
in  the  rear.  Through  the  thin  skirt  of  trees  in  our  front  was  seen  a  small  tri- 
angular field,  ascending  upward  from  us  to  a  timbered  hill  beyond.  To  our  left 
and  front,  running  diagonally  to  the  woods,  a  stone  fence  slanted,  forming  an 
apex  at  the  woods,  in  which  the  enemy  was  posted.  This  was  Johnson's  Di- 
vision of  Ewell's  rebel  corps.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  was  only 
divided  from  the  enemy  by  this  small  triangular  field,  of  which  our  regiment 
formed  the  base,  while  the  enemy  was  on  much  higher  ground  and  apparently 
had  the  best  position. 

Our  command  was  so  prostrated  by  want  of  sleep  and  continuous  duty,  day 
and  night,  since  its  arrival  on  the  first  day,  that,  at  this  hour  of  daybreak,  when 
the  order  for  firing  was  given  (lying  prone  so  as  not  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  enemy),  many  of  our  men  sank  to  the  ground,  and,  unconsciously,  fell  asleep, 
but  were  soon  awakened  to  the  reality  of  battle  and  joined  in  the  continuous 
music,  earnestly  with  their  rifles.  ''We  can  see  no  rebs  to  fire  at,"  said  the 
boys,  rubbing  their  eyes.  "  Our  orders  are,"  replied  the  commanders  of  com- 
panies, "to  keep  firing  continually  and  without  intermission,  through  these 
trees  in  our  front,  over  that  little  field  and  into  the  woods  beyond."  It  was 
45 
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soon  discovered  that  the  woods  in  question  were  full  of  them,  for  the  enemy 
soon  began  to  respond  in  a  lively  manner.  The  wooded  ravine  in  our  immedi- 
ate front,  offering  better  protection,  while  the  skirt  of  trees  at  the  base  of  the 
open  field,  added  a  safer  position  and  a  clearer  range  on  the  enemy,  and  the 
regiment  was  soon  ordered  forward  to  occupy  the  advantageous  ground.  Nature 
formed  an  abrupt  rocky  bluff  in  the  rear,  which,  some  hours  later,  proved  a  val- 
uable defense  against  the  enemy's  artillery. 

On  the  immediate  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh,  and  extending 
up  the  wooded  ravine,  were  Kane's  Second  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth,  One  hundred  and  ninth  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  one  or  two  of  the  Ohio  regiments,  and  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  of  our  brigade,  and  Lockwood's  Marylanders,  closing  up  the 
gap  to  General  Greene's  right,  thus  completingthe  formation  on  our  left  aronnd 
Gulp's  Hill.  To  our  right  one  of  the  Ohio  regiments  of  the  brigade  was  posted, 
which  extended  the  line  of  our  division  to  near  Spangler's  Spring,  and  connected 
with  the  left  of  Williams'  Division. 

The  regiment,  together  with  the  whole  line  of  Geary's  Division,  kept  up  a 
constant  fire  into  the  woods  directly  in  front  during  almost  the  entire  forenoon, 
and  boxes  of  ammunition  were  frequently  brought  up  to  replenish  the  cartridge 
boxes.  Occasional  silence  would  ensue,  then  the  enemy  would  sally  out  of  the 
cover  of  the  woods  and  charge  upon  our  line,  but  the  well-aimed  rifles  of  the 
boys  in  blue  invariably  sent  leaden  hail  into  his  ranks,  cutting  his  advancing 
columns  down  with  frightful  carnage.  The  enemy  from  his  high  ground  shot 
over  us,  causing  comparatively  light  loss  on  our  side,  while  our  fire  inflicted 
great  loss  to  the  rebels. 

It  was  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  when  Johnson's  rebel  division,  in  our  immedi- 
ate front,  uncovered  from  their  retreat  in  the  woods,  where  our  persistent  fire 
had  all  the  forenoon  held  and  completely  kept  them,  and  with  astonishing  de- 
liberation moved  on  our  position.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  and  the 
troops  on  its  right  and  left  very  calmly  withheld  their  fire  until  theenemy  came 
within  easy  rifle  range. 

The  enemy  advanced  steadily  and  in  splendid  order,  and  was  certainly  under 
the  impression  that  Lee's  hopes  depended  upon  their  success  in  driving  back  the 
right  of  the  Union  line.  Their  columns  reached  a  distance  of  less  than  one 
hundred  yards  from  our  position,  when  the  long  line  of  the  division  of  General 
Geary  poured  a  deliberate  and  most  deadly  fire  into  their  ranks.  This  was 
done  with  cool  and  well-aimed  precision,  such  as  old  veterans  alone  could  do, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  column  was  almost  complete.  One  stalwart 
rebel  alone  was  left  standing  among  the  mass  of  killed  and  wounded  in  our 
direct  front,  and  as  he  gazed  perplexed  and  amazed  at  the  terrible  carnage 
around  him,  looking  for  the  concealed  foe  in  his  front,  and  pointing  his  gun 
aimlessly,  in  the  act  of  firing,  he,  too,  in  another  instant  lay  among  his  dead 
and  wounded  comrades.  Another  wounded  man  in  our  front  was  observed 
laying  on  his  back  reloading  his  gun,  and  our  men,  surmising  that  he  intended 
to  shoot  at  them,  raised  their  guns  to  dispatch  him  before  he  could  have  the 
chance  to  fire,  but  by  persuasion  they  desisted.  The  wounded  rebel  was 
watched,  when  he  deliberately  placed  the  muzzle  of  his  gun  under  his  chin, 
and  with  his  ramrod  forced  the  trigger  and  shot  himself  through  the  head.  By 
mutual  consent  apparently,  but  from  other  reasons  afterwards  explained,  there 
followed  a  general  cessation  of  hostilities  on  both   sides.     It  was  now  neat 
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noon.  All  along  the  line  lighting  had  ceased.  It  was  an  ominous  silence  in 
the  fury  of  battle.  Its  meaning  to  the  old  veterans  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac indicated  that  the  cunning  Lee  was  incubating  some  piece  of  strategy  of 
terrific  proportions,  to  break  the  Union  line  at  some  unknown  point,  and,  aa  a 
last  desperate  effort  of  the  third  day's  fight,  to  put  to  rout  the  grand  old  army 
which  he  had  faced  so  often  before.  We  had  not  long  to  wait  until  the  mysteri- 
ous silence  was  broken.  A  solid  shot  from  a  signal  gun  of  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery whistled  over  Cemetery  Hill,  and  sailed  down  the  Baltimore  pike,  over- 
head, with  an  air  of  defiance.  Then  was  ushered  in  the  famous  and  historic 
two  hours'  cannonading. 

The  whole  rebel  artillery  was  directed  along  the  Union  line  of  battle,  while 
General  Meade  answered  back  with  the  greater  portion  of  his  artillery.  The 
scene  now  became  terrific  and  indescribable.  Projectiles  of  all  sorts  rainedmer- 
cilessly  above  us,  among  us  and  all  around  us,  as  if  the  infernal  regions  had 
broken  loose.  The  stories  of  the  ancient  mythical  gods  of  war  could  not  have 
exaggerated  the  description  of  this  awful  scene.  Shells,  solid  shot  and  every 
kind  of  ammunition  known  to  American  and  English  gunnery  were  hurled 
from  rebel  batteries.  They  came  whistling,  shrieking,  moaning,  whirling, 
fluttering,  bouncing,  bursting  and  crashing  with  fearful  force  and  rapidity.  It 
was  indeed  a  time  for  the  infantrymen  to  hunt  protection  or  be  annihilated, 
for  it  was  the  artillerymen's  fight.  Fortunately  for  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-seventh,  the  abrupt  bank  in  our  rear,  with  rooks  and  trees  for  shelter, 
formed  a  natural  barrier  which  greatly  protected  us. 

The  strange  anomaly  of  firing  at  the  enemy  in  our  front,  and  yet  receiving 
his  heavy  cannonading  by  the  rear,  seldom  occurs  in  great  battles,  as  was  the 
case  at  Gettysburg.  After  nearly  two  hours  of  artillery  duelling,  quiet  once 
more  followed,  but  it  was  the  precursor  to  Lee's  last  great  charge  wtih  his 
whole  army  against  the  Union  position. 

It  was  the  final  prelude,  the  hurling  against  Meade's  army  of  Lee's  cavalry, 
infantry  and  artillery,  from  the  extreme  right  to  the  extreme  left  of  his  line  of 
battle. 

Pickett's  famous  charge  began  the  coming  desperate  struggle,  and  all  along 
the  Union  left  and  center  the  great  and  sanguine  hosts  of  the  South  advanced 
on  our  grand  army  as  if  their  success  was  a  certainty.  The  enemy  on  Gulp's 
Hill  had  been  silenced  so  completely  by  the  destructive  fire  from  Geary's  Di- 
vision just  previous  to  the  great  cannonading,  that  no  attempt  on  his  part  to 
obey  Lee's  last  general  order  to  advance  all  along  his  line  was  made  in  our  front. 

While  thus  watching  the  incidents  following  the  last  attack  on  our  position 
by  the  enemy's  artillery,  the  welcome  order  rang  out,  "forward  and  charge 
the  enemy  !  "  Eagerly  the  whole  line  of  division  pressed  forward,  and  iu  a  few 
minutes  our  whole  front  was  cleared  and  not  an  able-bodied  rebel  was  left  on 
Gulp's  Hill.  They  retreated  into  the  ravine  along  Rock  Creek,  and  before  night 
withdrew  wholly  from  their  shelter  to  join  their  comrades  who  were  equally 
worsted  on  their  right.  Curiosity  was  now  directed  to  this  strange  suicide  be- 
fore mentioned,  and  it  was  found  that  the  rebel  had  been  previously  shot  in  the 
leg,  but  by  no  means  fatally,  and  the  reason  for  taking  his  own  life  was  never 
probably  made  known. 

Late  m  the  afternoon  the  One  hundred  and  forty -seventh  was  moved  tothe 
extreme  left  of  the  division,  and  stationed  on  the  highest  point  or  apex  of  Gulp's 
Hill,  at  the  angle  where  the  right  of  Wadsworth's  Division  of  First  Corps  met 
the  left  of  Greene's  Brigade. 
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Geary's  Division  was  now  concentrated  on  a,  much  shorter  line,  owing  to  a 
brigade  of  the  Sixtli  Corps  having  reinforced  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh 
and  other  regiments  of  the  division,  about  the  time  the  final  charge  of  our  forces 
had  been  made.  As  darkness  grew  apace  and  veiled  the  bloody  battle-field,  it 
was  the  luck  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  to  be  placed  again  on  duty 
to  the  front,  and  without  sleep  for  the  third  successive  night.  First,  at  Little 
Bound  Top;  the  second,  hustling  and  moving  all  night  in  the  very  short  space 
of  a  mile  or  two;  and,  the  third,  to  again  watch  the  uncertain  but  dangerous 
movements  of  the  enemy.  However,  details  were  only  required,  alternating  in 
the  usual  manner,  while  the  reserve  slept  with  hands  grasping  their  loaded  guns. 
With  all  the  depressing  effects  resulting  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  battle  on 
the  average  soldier,  still  grotesque  and  ludicrous  incidents  occur  in  every  fight 
which  are  as  lasting  in  his  memory  as  the  most  vivid  encounters  with  a  despe- 
rate foe.  The  veteran  seldom  permitted  despondencj'  or  the  dark  side  of  war 
to  give  him  the  dumps  or  make  him  of  a  melancholy  turn  of  mind.  In  the 
midst  of  terrible  reverses  or  calamitous  loss  in  battle,  the  common-place  jests, 
the  chance  of  foraging,  and  the  satisfaction  of  a  good  square  meal  at  anybody's 
expense,  were  among  the  expressions  always  heard  and  enjoyed  among  his  com- 
rades. 

Two  officers  of  the  regiment  were  placed  as  officers  of  the  guard,  on  the  night 
of  the  3d,in  front  of  the  position  now  held  by  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh. 
The  orders  received  from  the  colonel  were  very  specific — that  as  the  rebels 
had  only  been  driven  back  that  evening,  and  as  they  might  probably  make  an- 
other attack,  as  they  had  done  ou  the  previous  night,  the  necessity  existed 
that  extreme  vigilance,  by  the  patrols,  should  be  enforced.  One  of  the  officers, 
some  years  before,  had  been  a  student  at  the  Gettysburg  College,  and  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  every  part  of  the  town. 

As  night  wore  on  the  time  fell  heavily  upon  the  twain,  and  nature  seemed 
to  have  almost  exhausted  its  energies  on  them,  after  the  two  previous  sleepless 
nights. 

It  was  10  p.  m.,  and  the  silent  tramp  of  guards  was  all  that  could  be  heard 
in  that  distant  timbered  corner  of  Gulp's  Hill,  when  the  ex-student  and  gradu- 
ate, now  a  stalwart  captain  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh,  suggested 
to  the  other  that  he  would  go  down  to  Gettysburg  and  hunt  up  some  refresh- 
ments, as  their  rations  of  crackers  were  all  consumed,  and  hunger,  thirst  and 
exhaustion  pressed  sorely  on  their  tired  and  sleepy  persons.  In  vain  his  com- 
panion remonstrated  against  an  attempt  to  pass  through  the  Union  lines  at 
that  hour  and  under  the  then  existing  circumstances.  Even  if  he  got  through 
the  pickets  by  way  of  the  Cemetery  and  Baltimore  pike,  the  enemy  still  held 
a  portion  of  the  town,  and  he  would  probably  run  into  rebel  lines  and  be  taken 
prisoner.  But  entreaties  were  useless,  and  swinging  his  haversack  over  his 
shoulder  he  was  soon  lost  .sight  of  among  the  thick  trees  and  blackness  of  the 
night.  Two  hours  elapsed,  and  it  was  after  midnight.  Both  the  great  armies 
lay  quietly  sleeping  save  the  weary  pickets  whose  caution  required  watchful- 
ness and  vigilance.  Suddenly  the  daring  forager  darted  out  from  the  dark  in- 
termingling trees  and  laid  down  his  ha\orsack.  He  had  ventured  to  the  ex- 
treme of  our  picket  line  in  the  town,  found  every  hotel  and  private  house  closed, 
but  gained  admission  into  a  solitary  drug  store.  Carefully  he  drew  out  three 
packages.  Were  they  bread  aud  meat  and  pie  ?  No  ;  only  three  bottles  of 
bitters.       Disappointment  that  no  food   could   be   found   was   howe\er  com- 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.      ■  709 

promised,  and  the  two  concluded  to  satisfy  their  craving  hunger  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  bitters.  Rain  at  this  early  hour  of  morning  began  to  pour  down 
in  torrents,  and  the  two  took  shelter  in  their  three  by  four  feet  dog-tent,  sam- 
pling, alternately,  the  different  qualities  of  the  bitters,  until  the  sun  rose  beauti- 
fully on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July,  1863.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  two 
officers  of  the  guard  that  those  medicines  did  not  act  as  a  panacea  for  tired  na- 
ture, nor  did  they  afterwards  take  kindly  to  patent  nostrums.  But  one  more 
duty  remained  on  that  bloody  field  for  the  soldier  to  jierform.  The  great  bat- 
tle was  surely  ended,  and  the  enemy  in  full  retreat.  The  last  solemn  service 
was  to  gather  in  the  wounded  and  bury  the  dead  on  both  sides.  Detachments 
of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  were  sent  forth  to  assist  at  this  work. 

Sad  and  harrowing  sights  were  met  in  harvesting  in  the  great  number  of  our 
own  and  the  enemy's  mortally  wounded  and  dead  and  decently  caring  for  them. 
On  the  steep  hillside  fronting  our  position,  during  the  last  two  days'  fight, 
there  lay  a  mortally  wounded  soldier  in  gray — on  his  back  A  small  testa- 
ment lay  open  in  his  clutched  hand,  which  he  had  been  reading.  In  a  faint 
whisper  he  said,  that  he  had  laid  there  for  two  days  between  the  raking  fires 
of  the  two  contending  forces  ;  that  he  was  a  Union  man  from  Georgia  and  loved 
the  old  flag,  but  was  pressed  into  the  rebel  army.  He  begged  of  those  who  laid 
him  carefully  on  a  stretcher  to  carry  him  to  the  field  hosjiital,  that  his  wife 
and  children  might  know  where  and  how  he  had  died.  His  request  was  after- 
wards carried  out,  but  he  did  not  live  to  reach  the  hospital. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  was  fortunate  in  its  comparatively  small 
list  of  casualties  during  the  three  days'  battle,  considering  the  constant  firing 
and  frequent  charges  of  the  enemy  on  its  position  in  the  last  days'  action.  Yet 
among  the  number  of  the  lamented  dead  was  our  genial  and  brave  companion. 
Lieutenant  "William  H.  Tourison,  of  Company  "  E,"  who  met  his  death  near 
the  close  of  the  battle.  Three  comrades  of  the  regiment  sleep  under  the  shades, 
of  the  monument  in  yonder  National  Cemetery.  The  casualties  of  the  regi- 
ment during  the  entire  battle  of  Gettysburg  were  one  officer  and  five  merk 
killed  and  fourteen  men  wounded.  This  small  number  was  due  to  the  admir- 
able position  the  regiment  held  in  a  ravine,  the  enemy  shooting  over  head  from 
higher  ground.  The  enemy  suffered  terribly  from  our  fire  which  was  fre- 
quently aimed  at  short  range  on  the  advancing  foe,  who  were  invariably  hurled 
back  with  frightful  loss.  A  good  supply  of  rations,  and  a  sound,  sweet  sleep 
during  the  night  of  the  4th,  and  the  usual  fitting  up  of  equipage  for  the  march, 
found  the  regiment  in  line  of  the  division  on  the  5th  ready  to  again  move. 

At  noon  of  that  day  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh,  exultant  over  the 
victory  it  had  helped  to  achieve,  began  its  rapid  advance  after  the  retreating 
and  demoralized  rebel  army.  Eighteen  miles  were  marched  on  the  .5th,  and 
thirty  miles  on  the  6th,  which  brought  us  to  Lee's  flank  on  the  Potomac  river. 
Thus  ending  the  campaign  at  Gettysburg. 

History  is  gradually  yet  surely  laying  bare  the  full  facts  of  the  operations  of 
every  regiment,  brigade,  division  and  corps  which  took  part  in  this  greatest  of 
American  battles.  Much  injustice  had  been  done  the  Twelfth  Corps  and  its 
component  organizations  holding  the  right  flank  of  the  Union  army. 

Historians  were  at  flrst  mystified  and  unaccountably  ignorant  of  the  great 

carnage  on  this  part  of  the  field,  and  the'details  given  of  the  operations  by  the 

Union  forces  were  scant  and  unsatisfactory  to  all  who  participated.     It  would 

•  seem  that  nothing  short  of  approximate  official  figures  given  by  Confederate 
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ofScers  who  fought  in  front  of  our  position,  on  Gulp's  Hill,  would  bring  our  re- 
doubtable writers  of  the  great  struggle  to  a  correct  idea  of  the  ghastly  slaugh- 
ter to  the  enemy,  which  has  been  acknowledged  by  them,  as  the  following 
statistics  taken  from  Tregaskis'  Souvenir  of  the  reunion  on  the  battle-field  of 
Gettysburg,  July  1,  2  and  3,  1888,  conclusively  proves.  These  figures  show- 
ing their  losses  were  received  from  undoubted  Confederate  sources,  and  are 
consequently  not  likely  to  be  overdrawn  by  their  side  : 

General  Steuart's  Brigade  of  Johnson's  rebel  division  confronted  Colonel 
Candy's  Brigade  of  General  Geary's  Division,  and  consisted  of  the  Maryland 
Battalion,  First  and  Third  North  Carolina  and  Tenth,  Twenty-third  and  Thirty- 
seventh  Virginia  regiments  of  infantry.  The  loss  of  the  brigade  fronting  our 
position  was  83  killed,  409  wounded  and  190  captured  or  missing,  making  a 
total  of  682. 

Johnson's  losses  in  his  whole  division,  consisting  of  four  brigades  of  twenty- 
two  regiments  were,  killed,  229  ;  wounded,  1,269  ;  total,  1,498.  From  the 
same  source,  Pickett  lost  in  his  famous  charge,  killed,  232  ;  wounded,  1,157  ; 
total,  1,389  ;  showing  that  Johnson  had  109  more  men  killed  and  wounded 
than  Pickett. 

There  were  stronger  supports  to  the  Union  forces  against  Pickett.  General 
Hunt  had  eighty  pieces  of  artillery  in  action,  while  Slocum  had  but  Knap's 
Battery  "E,"  and  Battery  "K."  The  Union,  forces  against  Pickett's  men 
had  open  ground  in  front  for  twelve  hundred  yards,  which  added  much  to  their 
opportunities  in  the  splendid  repulse  of  the  enemey,  yet  on  Gulp's  Hill  the 
enemy  had  greatly  the  advantage  of  the  woods  and  uneven  ground  in  our  front. 
With  all  due  honor  to  the  brave  boys  who  confronted  the  great  charge  of 
Pickett,  the  comparison  here  drawn  will  show  the  desperate  charges  and  re- 
pulses in  which  the  enemy  in  front  of  Geary's  White  Star  Division  were  so 
nearly  annihilated. 

To  be  more  specific,  in  recounting  the  operations  of  the  fight  in  our  immediate 
front,  I  will  give  you  from  Tregaskis'  book,  which  gives  all  the  regiments  and 
brigades  m  Ewell's  Corps,  the  formation  of  the  rebel  line  of  battle.  The  First 
Maryland  (rebel)  held  the  extreme  left  of  Steuart's  Brigade.  Four  companies 
of  this  splendid  regiment  of  Baltimoreans  were  east  of  the  stone  fence.  They 
were  joined  on  the  left  by  the  Third  North  Carolina,  and  on  its  left  was  the 
Thirty-seventh  Virginia,  while  the  remaining  regiments  of  the  brigade  con- 
tinued the  alignment  until  Walker's  rebel  brigade  was  reached. 

In  the  immediate  front  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  was  the  position  of  the  Third  North  Carolina.  This  regiment  was 
almost  annihilated  by  onr  fire,  according  to  General  Steuart's  own  statement, 
while  recently  on  the  ground  covered  by  his  brigade.  'Steuart's  Brigade  was 
supported  by  Jones'  Brigade  and  these  two  by  Smith's  and  Daniel's.  The  whole 
rebel  forceoccupying  the  surroundings  of  Gulp's  Hill  was  fullj^  20,000,  as  against 
the  iotal  force  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  of  less  than  9,000  men.  Your  speaker,  in 
presenting  the  results  of  the  three  days'  operations  of  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-seventh  on  this  battle-field,  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  brave  boys 
who  he  this  day  represents,  i  f  he  were  to  withhold  these  facts,  which,  in  greater 
detail,  have  already  passed  into  established  history. 

What  shall  we  say  of  the  dead?  No  better  or  brighter  heroism  was  ever 
shown  than  the  men  of  the  white  star  displayed.  They  and  their  comrades, 
sleeping  on  this  and  other  fields,  are  the  solid  foundation  of  onr  American  na- 
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tionality.  Their  creed  seemed  crystallized  in  this  sentence:  We  believe  our 
country  is  good  enough  to  live  for  !  To  die  for  !  They  rose  above  the  fear  of 
man  and  pain  of  death,  to  a  sacrifice  well  nigh  infinite,  only  asking  in  return 
a  free  and  undivided  land.  So,  to-day,  we  linger  on  the  spot,  crimsoned  with 
their  blood,  to  re-sing  the  praises  of  those  who  crowned  heroism  with  patriotism. 
To  us  they  live  in  admiring  memory,  and  we  can  never,  never,  forget  how, 
in  the  crimson  of  their  agony,  they  baptized  the  Nation  into  a  newer,  a  larger 
liberty,  and  placed  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  on  the  immutable  foundation 
of  eternal  justice. 

"  They  fell  devoted,  but  undying ; 
The  very  g:ale  their  names  seemed  sighing  ; 
The  waters  murmured  of  their  name  : 
The  woods  were  peopled  with  their  fame  ; 
The  silent  pillar,  lone  and  gray. 
Claims  kindred  with  their  silent  clay ; 
Their  spirits  wrap  the  dusky  mouutain  ; 
Their  memory  sparkles  o'er  the  fountain ; 
The  meanest  rill,  the  mightiest  river. 
Rolls  mingling  with  their  name  forever." 

What  can  be  said  of  you  who  are  waiting  for  the  final  muster  out  ? 

Companions  and  comrades:  Members  of  a  nationality  whose  only  royalty  is 
that  of  manhood,  whose  destiny  is  the  pei-petual  and  universal  destruction  of 
all  despotism.  We,  who  nationally  stand  nearest  the  divine  ideal,  we  have 
corresponding  responsibilities.  Only  as  we  are  right  shall  we  he  eternal,  only 
as  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  to  the  brotherhood  of  America,  to  the  Union,  created 
and  cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  forefathers,  our  dead  comrades  and  our- 
selves ;  to  the  government  upheld  by  our  votes;  to  our  undying  sovereign,  the 
only  wise  God,  shall  we  abide  as  a  people  forever. 

There  are  perils.  Mammonism,  the  eldest  child  of  monarchical  greed,  may 
need  another  baptism  of  blood  ere  it  shall  fall  before  paternity  and  equality  of 
this  republic. 

Monopoly  may  challenge  the  resistance  of  the  masses  ere  it  will  bend  its 
sinewy  neck  to  the  welfare  of  the  many. 

Socialism,  the  dark  shadow  of  the  old  world  kingly  despotism,  may  call  out 
the  lives  of  our  sous  ere  it  will  die  and  give  peace  to  the  true  socialism  that 
equalizes  every  man.  These  hills  may  again  echo  with  the  maddened  tramp 
of  contending  armies;  these  fields  may  again  be  reddened  with  American  blood, 
for  the  spirit  of  slavery  dies  hard,  and  even  now  is  abroad  in  divers  disguises, 
afflicting  the  weak  and  the  helpless. 

Comrades,  while  we  dedicate  to-day,  on  this  sacred  field,  the  sile;jit  monument 
to  the  men,  who,  from  Pennsylvania  carried  the  American  flag  down  the  valley 
to  near  Richmond,  and  from  the  Ohio  river  in  the  west,  to  the  sea,  and  march- 
ing through  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas,  joining  again  the  columns  of  the  old 
Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Richmond,  yon  have  won  the  admiration  of  all  lovers 
of  heroic  patriotism  by  a  consecration,  punctuated  mth  trenches,  prisons  and 
graves. 

Let  us  tell  the  story  in  lives  kindred  to  the  willingness  with  which  these 
hardships  were  endured,  and  continue  to  do  deeds  equally  valorous,  so  that  our 
children's  children  shall  garland  this  memory  with  flowers  and  song. 

So  proclaim  the  past,  so  emulate  the  dead  by  hraxe  heroisms  among  the  living, 
that,  whether  the  white  star  shall  be  seen  standing  sentinel  in  the  heavens  of 
blue,  or  waving  victoriously  on  our  National  flag,  or  in  sculptured  white  granite 
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in  our  memorial  we  to-day  dedicate,  it  may  be  a  symbol  of  tbat  which  is  truest 
to  manhood,  even  as  it  was  the  crest  of  our  noble  division,  and  the  ever  gallant, 
ever  dauntless  and  ever  invincible  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry. 


DEDICATION   OF   MONUMENT 

148™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

September  ii,  1889 

ADDRESS  OF  MAJOR  R.  H.  FORSTER 

C^,OMRADES  and  friends  : — I  approach  the  duty  assigned  to  me  in  the 
ceremonies  of  this  Pennsylvania  day  with  great  diffidence,  and  with  a 
;■  deep  sense  of  distrust  in  my  ability  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  my 
gallant  comrades  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  or  to  the  demands  of  this  interesting  occasion.  I  regard  it,  indeed, 
no  trifling  task  to  properly,  clearly  and  concisely  tell  the  story  of  the  honor- 
able part  borne  by  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  in  the  momentous  and 
thrilling  events  that  here  transpired  twenty-six  years  ago — events  which  ren- 
der this  field  hallowed  ground,  dear  to  every  lover  of  liberty  and  the  cause  of 
free,  constitutional  government. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  recruited 
and  organized  into  a  regiment  in  the  months  of  August  and  September,  in  the 
year  1862.  For  a  period,  during  the  autumn  of  that  year,  it  performed  duty  in 
Maryland,  along  the  Northern  Central  railway,  one  of  the  most  important  lines 
of  communication  between  the  North  and  the  capital  city  of  the  Nation.  Under 
the  orders,  and  almost  constantly  under  the  personal  direction  of  an  able,  alert 
and  energetic  young  commander,  now  the  honored  Governor  of  this  great  Com- 
monwealth, who  was  thoroughly  alive  to  the  far-reaching  importance  of  drill 
and  discipline,  the  months  given  to  this  duty  were  wisely  and  profitably  spent. 
No  daylight  hours  were  wasted  in  idleness.  Life,  activity  and  industry  were 
present  in  every  camp,  and  a  system  of  regular  squad,  company  arid  battalioa 
drills  was  instituted  and  enforced,  together  with  daily  instructions  in  all  the 
duties  pertaining  to  a  soldier's  life.  Rapid  and  encouraging  progress  was  made, 
and  it  may  be  said  that  the  impress  of  discipline  and  proficiency  in  drill  here 
made  upon  the  regiment  remained  with  it  during  its  entire  term  of  service. 

In  the  month  of  December,  a  demand  arose  for  additional  troops  to  strengtlien 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  and  the  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-eighth  was  among  the  regiments  at  that  time  ordered  to  the 
front.  Just  after  the  close  of  the  futile  and  disastrous  assaults  made  upon  that 
stronghold  uf  the  enemy  by  that  army,  the  regiment  became  a  part  of  it.  It 
was  a.ssigned  to  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Second  Corps,  the 
corps,  division  and  brigade  commanded  respectively  by  Generals  Couch,  Han- 
cock and  Caldwell.  The  brigade,  as  then  constituted,  was  composed  of  the 
Fifth  New  Hampshire,  the  Seventh  and  Sixty-first  New  York,  and  the  Eighty- 
first  and  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  regiments.  Remaining 
in  camp  near  Falmouth  during  the  winter  mcmths,  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 


A 


i 


PHOTO.     BY    W.     H,     TIPTON,    GETTYSBURG. 


crinT:    the     F.    CUTEKUNST    CO.,     PHILA. 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  713 

eighth,  in  the  spring  campaign  ol'  1863,  marched  with  this  brigade  to  Chan- 
cellorsville,  and  in  that  unfortunate  battle  received  its  first  baptism  of  fire, 
bearing  itself  most  gallantly  under  extremely  adverse  circumstances,  and  re- 
ceiving honorable  mention  and  commendation  from  corps,  division  and  brigade 
commanders. 

Returning  with  the  army  to  the  old  camps  opposite  Fredericksburg,  the  regi- 
ment, materially  decreased  in  numbers  by  its  recent  severe  experience  in  bat- 
tle, which  resulted  in  heavy  losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  remained  quietly 
performing  camp  and  picket  duty  until  early  in  the  month  of  June,  1863,  when 
began  that  series  of  wonderful  marches  and  complicated  nianoeuvers  which 
finally  brought  the  great  contending  armies  face  to  face  upon  the  soil  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Two  mighty,  battle  tried  hosts  they  were — the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  the  Army  of  JSTorthern  Virginia  !  Often  had  they  confronted  each  other  as 
adversaries,  and  fierce  and  bloody  had  been  many  of  the  encounters  between 
them  for  supremacy. 

The  initiative  of  the  Gettysburg  eampaisii  was  made  by  the  Confederate 
commander  on  the  3d  day  of  June.  It  began  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  division 
of  Longstreet's  Corps  from  the  line  of  Fredericksburg,  which  marched  to  the 
rear,  crossed  the  Rapidan  river,  and  halted  in  the  vicinity  of  Culpeper  Court 
House.  This  first  movement  was  followed  by  successive  withdrawals  of  the 
troops  of  Longstreet  and  Ewell,  until  only  A.  P.  Hill  was  left  to  face  the  army 
under  General  Hooker  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Rappahannock.  Thus  Hill 
remained  until  Hooker,  apprised  to  a  certain  extent  of  Lee's  designs,  by  infor- 
mation gained  in  the  cavalry  battle  of  Brandy  Station,  began  the  counter- 
movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  June,  the  last  of  the  Union  army  had  disap- 
peared behind  the  Stafford  Hills,  and  then  Hill  was  free  to  follow  after  those 
who  had  preceded  him.  Marching  by  the  lower  gaps  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  Lee, 
with  Ewell's  Corps,  passed  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  swept  with  irresistible 
power  through  the  valley  and  forced  Milroy  from  Winchester;  thence  to  the  Po- 
tomac, across  that  river  to  Hagerstown,  and  on  down  the  Cumberland  Valley 
to  Chambersburg.  Ewell  was  pushed  forward  to  Carlisle,  and  Early  by  way 
of  Gettysburg,  to  York  and  Wrightsville.  These  points  were  occupied  on  the 
27th  and  28th,  while  the  advanced  eavalrj  scouts  had  reached  the  Susquehanna 
below  Harrisburg. 

To  the  loyal  people  of  the  North,  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  whereabouts  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  situation  at  this  time  must  have  been  truly  alarm- 
ing. But  Hooker,  with  his  host  of  tried  veterans,  still  undaunted  and  undis- 
mayed by  previous  reverses,  had  not  been  idle,  and  appearances  were  therefore 
somewhat  deceptive.  When  the  Union  soldiers  abandoned  the  Rappahannock 
on  the  13th,  the  entire  army  was  headed  north,  moving  by  interior  lines  and 
covering  the  city  of  Washington.  On  the  25th  and  26th  the  passage  of  the  Po- 
tomac was  made  at  Edwards'  Ferry,  and  by  the  28th  General  Hooker's  entire 
force  was  concentrated  around  Frederick,  Maryland.  Here  it  was  that  General 
Joseph  Hooker  retired  fro  pa  the  command  of  the  army  and  was  succeeded  by 
Major-General  George  G.  Meade.  The  march  towards  the  north  was,  however, 
continued  on  the  30th.  On  the  same  day  Lee  began  his  movement  of  concen- 
tration, which,  to  him,  had  now  become  an  absolute  necessity,  and  thus  it  was 
that  the  contending  forces — Meade  marching  northward  and  Lee  drawing  in  his 
.scattered  column  towards  his  designated  place  of  concentration  near  Cashtown — 
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were  brought  together  upon  the  field  of  Gettysburg  to  again  measure  strength 
■with  each  other  in  the  gage  of  battle. 

Before  starting  from  the  camps  on  the  Eappahannock,  a  number  of  important 
changes  had  occurred  in  our  immediate  command.  The  Seventh  New  York,  a 
two-year  regiment,  whose  term  had  expired,  had  left  us.  That  superb  embodi- 
ment of  every  soldierly  quality  that  man  can  possess,  General  Hancock,  had 
beenhonoredwith  the  command  of  the  Second  Corps  ;  General  Caldwell  assigned 
to  the  Fir-^it  Division,  and  Colonel  Edward  E.  Cross  of  the  Fifth  ISTew  Hampshire, 
to  the  First  Brigade,  of  which  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  still  formed 
a  part.  On  the  march  north  but  few  occurrences  of  a  noteworthy  character 
befel  the  regiment.  There  were  the  usual  toilsome  marches  and  the  usual  ex- 
posures and  hardships  incident  to  an  active  campaign  in  the  field,  all  of  which 
were  borne  with  patience  and  fortitude  by  the  men. 

The  morning  of  the  1st  of  July  found  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth,  with 
the  command  to  which  it  belonged,  at  TJniontown,  n  village  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  twenty-three  miles  southeastof  Gettysburg.  In  the  forenoon  of  that 
hot  July  day  a  march  was  made  to  Taneytown,  which  place  was  reached  about 
noon.  In  the  afternoon  the  march  was  continued  in  the  direction  of  Gettys- 
burg, eleven  miles  to  the  north.  During  this  afternoon  the  bloody  grapple  of 
the  First  and  Eleventh  Corps  with  the  advancing  forces  of  Hill  and  Ewell  was 
taking  place,  yet  it  is  a  most  singular  fact,  though  so  near  the  field,  that  no 
sound  ol  battle  reached  our  ears;  nor  did  we  know  that  a  terrible  fight  had  oc- 
curred between  these  advanced  columns  of  the  two  armies  until  an  ambulance 
bearing  the  dead  body  of  the  lamented  General  Reynolds,  who  had  fallen  early 
in  the  strife,  passed  us  on  its  way  to  the  rear.  Late  in  the  evening,  as  the 
shades  of  night  were  coming  on,  our  column,  when  within  two  miles  of  Gettys- 
burg, was  halted  by  General  Hancock  and  placed  in  line  of  battle,  facing  north 
across  the  Taneytown  road.  It  was  understood  that  this  position  was  taken  in 
order  that  the  Second  Corps  might  be  used  in  support  of  either  flank  of  the 
army,  as  exigencies  might  require  the  coming  morning.  We  stayed  in  this 
position  until  after' daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  3d,  and  then,  after  a  careful 
and  rigid  inspection  of  arms,  advanced  to  the  field.  The  corps  was  first  massed 
in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  road  facing  to  the  east,  -where  it  remained  until 
some  time  during  the  forenoon,  when  the  development  of  the  lines  of  the  enemy 
to  their  right,  from  the  town  then  held  by  them,  along  the  rear  of  the  crest  of 
Seminary  Ridge  became  apparent.  The  Second  Corps  then  changed  position 
to  the  line  along  Cemetery  Ridge,  and  facing  to  the  west,  confronted  the  Con- 
federate position  along  the  opposite  ridge.  The  First  Division  held  the  left  of 
the  Second  Corps  line,  the  First  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the  division.  The  division 
was  here  massed  by  brigades  in  column  ol  regiments— the  formation  of  the  First 
Brigade  presenting  the  Sixty-first  New  York  in  the  first  line;  next  the  Eighty- 
first  Pennsylvania  and  then  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  in 
two  lines— the  left  wing  in  rear  of  the  right.  The  One  hundred  and  forty- 
eighth  was  thus  massed  in  two  lines  because  it  was  about  double  the  size  of 
either  of  the  two  regiments  in  front.  The  Fifth  New  Hampshire,  which  had 
been  detained  some  distance  out  the  Taneytown  road,  afterwards  joined  the 
brigade  and  was  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth. 

Whilst  lying  inactive  in  this  position,  I  think  every  Penusylvanian  was  in- 
spired by  the  thought  that  he  was  on  home  soil,  and  that,  with  rare  exceptions, 
each  one  nerved  himself  for  the  great  struggle  which  he  realized  to  be  so  near 
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■at  hand,  and  iu  which  he  know  he  would  be  called  upon  to  bear  a  dangerous 
and  it  might  be  a  fatal  part.  To  us,  however,  except  that  moving  columns  of 
infantry  were  to  be  seen  ;  that  the  dull  rumble  of  artillery  wheels,  an  occa- 
sional cannon  shot,  and  at  intervals  a  sharp  rattle  of  musketry  away  to  the 
right  were  to  be  heard,  the  early  part  of  that  memorable  day  was  passing  in 
comparative  quietude  and  with  little  that  was  eventful.  But  here  our  first 
casualty  occurred.  A  shell,  fired  from  the  opposite  ridge,  exploded  over  the 
regiment,  and  private  George  Osman,  of  Company  C,  was  the  firstsoldier  of  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  killed  upon  the  field  of  Gettysburg. 

About  the  middle  of  the  day,  looking  from  where  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
eighth  was  lying  towards  the  cross-road  to  the  south,  which  runs  from  the 
Taneytown  road  across  the  northern  base  of  Little  Round  Top  to  the  Emmits- 
burg  road,  a  strong  column  of  infantry  is  seen  passing  towards  the  latter  road. 
We  do  not  know  what  it  means,  but  soon  it  is  ascertained  to  be  the  Third 
Corps,  under  General  Sickles,  advancing  to  occupy  the  high  ground  over  which 
passes  the  Emmitsburg  road  at  Sherly's  buildings,  near  the  spot  that  afterward 
became  so  famous  as  the  peach  orchard.  Sickles  reaches  his  position,  and 
forms  his  lines  of  battle — his  right  along  the  road  to  the  peach  orchard,  facing 
west — his  left  refused  and  extending  from  the  angle  made  at  the  peach  orchard 
to  the  Devil's  Den,  facing  nearly  to  the  south.  The  movement  of  this  corps 
was  admirably  executed,  and  we  watched,  with  intense  interest,  the  troops 
marching  with  firmness  and  precision  to  the  positions  assigned  them. 

Longstreet  had  also  begun  his  movement  toward  our  left,  his  march  Avell 
masked  from  observation  by  the  ridges  and  dense  wood  west  of  the  Emmits- 
burg road.  The  position  of  the  Third  Corps  seemed  to  offer  him.  a  favorable 
opportunity  for  a  successful  assault,  and  he  did  not  delay  long  iu  taking  ad- 
vantage of  it.  The  Third  Corps  is  barely  prepared  to  receive  an  attack,  before 
he  hurls  his  b-ittalions  against  its  left  with  impetuosity  and  determination,  and 
then  began  one  of  the  most  remarkable  encounters  of  opposing  forces  known  in 
the  annals  of  modern  warfare.  The  resistance  offered  by  the  Third  Corps  to 
this  assault  was  stubborn,  persistent  and  vigorous,  but  at  last,  finding  himself 
sorely  pressed.  General  Sickles  is  obliged  to  call  for  help,  and  the  First  Division 
of  the  Second  Corps,  by  order  of  General  Hancock,  is  at  once  detached  from  the 
corps  and  hurried  to  the  assistance  of  Birney's  Division,  still  engaged  in  a  des- 
perate struggle  with  its  assailants.  The  four  brigades  of  our  division,  as  before 
described,  were  massed  by  brigades  iu  column  of  regiments.  These  masses 
promptly  moved  at  the  double-quick  by  the  left,  and  in  that  order  approached 
the  scene  of  action  near  the  wheat-field.  Observers  of  the  rapid  and  splendid 
strides  of  these  four  massed  brigades  along  the  western  slope  of  Cemetery  Ridge 
toward  the  left  dascribe  the  sight,  in  glowing  words,  as  one  of  the  most  in- 
spiring and  exciting  witnessed  during  the  battle.  In  the  fight  that  followed 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  bore  a  conspicuous  and  gallant  part.  The 
First  Brigade,  leading  the  division,  was  the  first  to  deploy  into  line  of  battle. 
Before  reaching  the  cross-road  already  mentioned  a  halt  was  called.  The  Sixty- 
first  New  York  then  filed  to  the  right;  this  regiment  was  followed  liy  the  Eighty- 
first  Pennsylvania,  and  it,  in  turn,  by  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth;  but 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  being  in  two  lines,  the  first  company  of  the 
right  wing  to  follow  the  Eighty-first  was  Company  C  with  the  colors,  and  the 
last,  Company  A;  Company  B,  of  the  left  wing,  followed  Company  A,  and  thus 
the  line  was  drawn  out.     The  line  was  then  faced  to  the  left  before  crossing 
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the  road  into  the  wheat-field,  and  the  regiment  found  itself  in  the  anomalous 
condition  of  being  not  only  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  but  inverted  by  wings — 
(Companies  A  and  B  in  the  center,  and  the  center  companies  far  out  of  place  at 
the  extreme.  This  eccentricity  of  formation,  I  am  happy  to  say,  did  not,  in 
the  slightest  manner,  affect  the  conduct  of  the  regiment.  Previous  drill  and 
discipline  had  provided  for  just  such  conditions;  and  it  is  a  fact  in  which  we 
may  feel  some  pride,  that  of&cers  and  men  acquitted  themselves  with  as  much 
credit,  bore  themselves  with  as  much  coolness,  as  though  the  order  of  alignment 
had  been  regular  and  habitual.  Advancing  into  the  wheat-field  a  short  distance, 
a  second  halt  for  a  few  minutes  was  made,  and  then,  rushing  forward,  we  met 
the  enemy.  A  volley  was  sent  into  their  lines,  and,  although  we  were  also 
under  a  severe  fire  from  which  many  fell,  among  them  the  brigade  commander, 
the  advance  of  the  brigade  could  not  be  checked.  We  seemed  to  have  ap- 
proached the  line  of  Birney's  Division  at  a  point  from  which  the  troops  had 
been  taken  to  support  another  portion  of  the  front — there  being  apparently  quite 
a  vacancy  or  gap  between  the  right  of  Ward's  Brigade  and  the  left  of  De  Tro- 
briaud,  but  the  vacant  place  was  filled  and  held  with  cool  determination  and 
unflinching  firmness.  Of  this  advance  of  the  First  Brigade,  General  Caldwell, 
in  his  official  report  of  the  battle,  says: 

The  position  assigned  me  was  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  and  the  left  of  the  Third  Corps* 
and  I  was  ordered  to  cfiecli  and  drive  baclj:  the  enemy  who  were  advancing:  at  that  point. 
I  ordered  Colonel  Cross,  commanding-  the  First  Brigade,  to  advance  in  line  of  battle- 
through  a  wheat-field,  his  left  resting  on  the  woods  which  skirted  the  field.  He  ad- 
\'anced  but  a  short  distance  when  he  encountered  the  enemy,  and  opened  upon  him  a 
terrific  fire,  drivmg  him  steadily  to  the  farther  end  of  the  wheat-field. 

Of  the  same  advance,  Colonel  McKeen  says: 

The  brigade  steadily  drove  back  the  enemy  to  the  far  end  of  the  wheat^fleld.  So 
ijuiokly  was  this  done  that  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  brigade  before  the  enemy  had 
time  to  spring  from  their  hiding  places  to  retreat. 

I  may  here  state  as  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  that  the  "hiding  places"  men- 
tioned by  Colonel  McKeen  were  the  stone  fence  and  boulders  along  the  edge 
of  the  wood,  behind  which  a  number  of  the  enemy  had  taken  refuge,  and  were 
obliged  to  surrender  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth. 

Under  a  hot  fire  of  musketry,  which  was  duly  returned  in  kind,  the  One 
hundred  and  forty -eighth  reached  the  far  end  of  the  *heat-field,  seven  companies 
crossing  the  stone  fence  into  the  woods,  while  the  other  three  companies  re- 
mained in  line  in  the  open  field.  Here  the  battle  was  desperate  and  sangui- 
nary, the  enemy  endeavoring  with  might  and  persistency  to  drive  us  back,  while 
the  brigade  held  fast  with  marvelous  valor  and  unyielding  tenacity.  This 
liattle  continued  to  rage  with  unabated  fury,  our  ranks  were  being  rapidly 
thinned  by  the  large  number  who  were  falling  killed  or  wounded,  ammunition 
was  running  low,  when,  opportunely,  a  brigade  of  the  Fifth  Corps  was  found  to 
relieve  a  large  part  of  our  line.  A  part  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth 
and  the  regiments  to  the  right  were  then  retired  across  the  Vnheat-fleld  and  the 
road  at  its  border,  where  they  re-formed  behind  a  stone  fence  near  the  latter, 
just  as  the  sun  was  sinking  behind  the  western  mountains.  An  incident  of  this 
withdrawal  of  the  First  brigade  which  here  deserves  mention,  is,  that  a  part  of 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  with  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire,  was  com- 
pelled to  remain  in  position  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  balance  of  the  bri- 
gadehad  been  relieved.  Colonel  Henry  B.  McKeen.  now  commanding  the  brigade 
in  place  of  Colonel  Cross,  mortally  wounded  soon  after  the  advance,  discovered 
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that  by  retiring  the  entire  brigade,  the  left  llauk  of  thu  brigade  which  had  come 
to  his  relief  would  be  exposed  to  attack,  and  to  avert  this  danger  he  ordeied 
the  portions  of  his  command  mentioned  to  remain.  Colonel  McKeen  makes 
special  mention  of  this  detachment,  and  the  service  it  rendered,  in  his  report, 
and  his  vcords  are  highly  Complimentary.     He  says: 

The  Fifth  (New  Hampshire)  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  (Pennsylvania! 
remained  in  position,  steadily  holding  the  enemy  in  check,  until  every  round  of  cart- 
ridge in  this  portion  of  the  brigade  was  expended,  and  even  then  held  their  position 
until  relieved  by  a  brigade  of  General  Barnes'  Bi  vision  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  Passing  the 
relieving  brigade  by  file,  they  retired  in  splendid  order,  as  they  were  enfiladed  by  a 
galling  fire  from  the  left  Hank  (faced  to  the  rear). 

The  presence  of  this  little  detachment  in  position  had  also  another  effect  be- 
sides protecting  the  flank  of  the  relieving  brigade.  Later  in  the  action  than 
the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  John  K.  Brooke,  with  his  splendid  Fourth  Brigade 
of  our  division,  had  swept  in  a  headlong  charge  across  the  wheat-field  farther 
to  the  right,  and  driving  everything  before  him,  had  crossed  the  stone  fence 
and  reached  the  toi)  of  the  hill  in  the  woods  beyond.  His  position  here  was  an 
exposed  one;  and  he  was  repeatedly  told  to  look  out  for  his  left  flank.  He  at 
once  refused  oneof  his  regiments  on  that  flank,  but,  contrary  to  expectations,  he 
experienced  no  trouble  from  that  direction.  Hearing  afterwards  of  the  portions 
of  the  First  Brigade  that  remained  in  place  by  Colonel  McK ecu's  order,  Colonel 
Brooke  freely  acknowledged  that  it  was  their  Are  that  kept  the  enemy  off  his 
threatened  flank. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  division  General  Caldwell  was  fully  satisfied,  as  aj  - 
pears  in  another  extract  from  his  report  which  I  will  quote.     He  says  : 

The  division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  fought  with  its  accustomed  gallantry,  and 
performed  everything  that  could  be  expected  of  either  officers  or  men.  The  large  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded  attest  its  desperate  valor.  That  it  fell  fjack  was  owing  to 
the  breaking  of  the  troops  on  the  right,  permittmg  the  enemy  to  get  on  its  flank  and 
rear. 

This  is  a  satisfactory  compliment  from  the  commander  of  the  division,  but  I 
think  he  falls  into  a  slight  inaccuracy  of  fact,  no  doubt  inadvertent  on  his  part, 
in  the  last  sentence  of  the  quotation.  It  does  an  injustice  to  the  First  Brigade. 
When  he  came  to  speak  of  "  falling  back,"  he  should  have  excepted  the  First 
Brigade  from  his  general  statement,  because  in  no  sense  should  it  be  under- 
stood that  this  brigade  was  forced  to  fall  back  from  any  cause,  and  not  a  single 
man,  unless  wounded,  left  its  line  nntil  it  was  regularly  relieved  by  other 
troops,  when  it  retired  under  orders. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  2d  when  the  brigade,  lacking  the  many  who  had 
fallen  in  the  battle  of  the  wheat-field,  had  been  again  united,  it  marched  tu  the 
position  on  the  left  of  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps  from  which  it  had 
been  detached.  The  brigade  was  here  placed  on  the  right  of  the  division,  and 
deployed  by  regiments  in  a  single  line  of  battle,  and,  weary  and  worn  by  the 
toil  and  excitement  of  the  afternoon,  all  sank  to  rest  for  the  night  upon  the 
crest  of  Cemetery  Ridge,  while  many  of  our  comrades  weie  sleeping  the  long 
sleep  of  death  in  the  wheat-field  and  «oods  where  they  had  fallen.  The  morn- 
ing brought  no  change  in  our  situation,  except  that  upon  the  appearance  of 
General  Hancock  at  an  early  hour,  orders  were  issued  to  strengthen  that  part 
of  the  line  by  artificial  defenses  with  any  means  at  hand.  In  our  front  many 
of  the  fences  of  the  town  lots  were  still  standing  intact,  and  at  an  intimation 
by  Hancock  that  the  rails  could  be  utilized  in   the  construction  of  a  breast- 
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work,  these  fences  disappeared  as  if  by  magic  ;  the  rails  were  brought  in,  and 
along  the  entire  front  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  a  breastwork,  as 
strong  as  it  could  he  made  with  such  material,  was  speedily  built.  When  this 
had  been  accomplished  artillery  came  to  the  front ;  Thompson's  battery  took 
position  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  and  the  men  of  the  regiment, 
borrowing  the  picks  and  shovels  earned  by  the  battery,  still  further  increased 
the  strength  and  safety  of  their  defenses  by  giving  to  the  bare  rails  a  substan- 
tial covering  of  earth .  The  reward  for  the  time  and  labor  expended  in  this 
work  came  later  in  the  day.  The  silence  of  the  forenoon  of  the  3d  along  the 
Second  Corps  ^vas  ominous  of  something  of  weighty  import  to  come.  That  the 
enemy  had  some  great  purpose  in  view  none  could  doubt.  At  last  a  clue  to 
their  intentions  is  apparent.  Artillery  is  beginning  to  occupy  every  available 
spot  along  the  crest  of  Seminary  Ridge  and  every  other  point  of  advantage  along 
their  lines.  They  thus  placed  in  position  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  guns, 
while  on  our  side  this  enormous  concentration  of  artillery,  owing  to  our  shorter 
line,  could  only  be  offset  with  eighty.  All  was  finally  in  readiness,  when,  at 
1  o'clock,  the  quietness  of  the  forenoon  was  suddenly  broken  by  the  reverbera- 
tions of  two  signal  guns,  and  these  signals  were  immediately  followed  by  a 
terrific  outburst  from  the  entire  Confederate  concentration  that  fairly  shook 
the  earth.  The  Union  guns  for  awhile  remained  silent,  "' withholding  their 
fire,"  as  Swinton  says,  "until  the  first  hostile  outburst  had  spent  itself."  But 
m  a  short  time  the  guns  on  our  side  began  to  speak  in  reply,  and  for  over  two 
hours  this  prodigious  duel  of  over  two  hundred  cannon,  huiimg  shot  and  shell 
from  ridge  to  ridge,  continued.  With  the  mad  roar  of  the  guns,  the  heavens 
above  us  seemed  alive  with  screeching,  shrieking  missiles  of  destruction  and 
death  ;  and  yet,  with  the  protection  afforded  by  the  defenses  built  in  the 
morning,  the  casualties  along  the  line  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth 
were  exceedingly  small. 

About  4  o'clock  the  clamor  of  this  noisy  combat  began  to  die  away,  and  soon 
Contederate  columns  of  infantry  were  seen  preparing  for  an  attack  on  the  cen- 
ter of  the  Union  lines  on  Cemetery  Ridge.  They  moved  forward  in  splendid 
battle  array,  and  at  first  it  appeared  that  their  objective  point  would  be  the 
First  Division.  Not  so,  however.  On  reaching  the  Emmitsburg  road,  near  the 
Codori  house,  Pickett's  columns  made  an  oblique  move  to  their  left,  and  the 
front  of  the  division  was  for  a  little  while  clear.  The  weight  of  the  assault  fell 
upon  Webb's  Philadelphia  Brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  and  the  assault,  re- 
pulse and  all  the  dramatic  features  connected  therewith  can  form  no  part  of  my 
recital.  Shortly  afterward,  however,  an  isolated  brigade  of  the  enemy  to  the 
right  of  Pickett,  commanded  by  Wilcox,  appeared  on  our  front.  Moving  for- 
ward to  the  assault,  this  column  had  partly  passed  the  troops  of  Stannard's 
Vermont  Brigade,  who  had  been  placed  somewhat  to  the  right  and  in  advance. 
Still  pressing  forward,  these  Confederates  soon  came  within  musket  range  of 
our  brigade.  They  were  received  with  a  volley  and  at  the  same  time  found 
themselves  vigorously  assailed  on  their  flank  by  Stannard,  who  had  promptly 
made  a  change  of  front  for  that  purpose.  Those  of  them  who  had  passed  Stan- 
nard, seeing  the  hopelessness  of  their  attack,  and  knowing  that  retreat  was  im- 
possible, threw  down  their  arms  in  token  of  surrender  and  passed  over  onr 
breastworks  prisoners  of  war,  a  large  number  passing  over  the  position  of  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-eighth.  The  remainder  of  this  colijmn  made  a  hasty 
retreat,  and  the  assault  was  over. 
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My  comrades,  the  mighty  contest  of  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  day  of  July,  1863,  was 
now  at  an  end,  and  the  time  had  come  to  count  losses.  In  our  regiment  they 
were  exceedingly  se%'ere.  Out  of  four  hundred  of  actual  strength  carried  into 
the  action  on  this  held  nearly  one-third  were  killed  or  wounded,  the  heaviest 
loss  occurring  on  the  2d.     The  record  of  casualties  may  be  stated  as  follows  : 

Killed,  officer,  1  ;  wounded,  officers,  6  ;  killed,  men,  18  ;  wounded,  men, 
95  ;  missing,  men,  5  ;  total  of  losses,  125. 

Of  the  wounded  one  officer  and  ten  men  subsequently  died  of  their  wounds. 
The  two  gallant  officers  who  lost  their  lives  here  were  Captain  Robert  M.  For- 
ster,  of  Company  C,  and  Lieutenant  John  A.  Bayard,  of  Company  H,  both  of 
whom  fell  in  the  wheat-field. 

Captain  Forster  was  an  able  officer,  of  tine  intelligence,  and  his  death  was 
indeed  a  great  loss  to  the  regiment.  He  was  u  strict  and  excellent  disciplin- 
arian, prompt  and  energetic  in  the  performance  of  every  duty.  He  attended 
faithfully  to  the  interests  of  his  company,  and  always  took  great  pride  in  see- 
ing it  in  good  condition.  The  loss  of  Lieutenant  Bayard  was  also  keenly  telt. 
He  was  a  fine  drill-master,  a  quality  acquired  by  some  years  of  service  in  the 
regular  army,  and  the  ease  and  grace  he  displayed  in  handling  a  company  on 
drill  or  parade  were  often  the  subject  of  complimentary  remarks  by  his  fellow- 
officers. 

On  this  historic  field  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  performed  splendid 
and  valuable  service.  From  thence  its  standing  was  established.  To  the  end 
of  the  war  it  always  ranked  among  the  best  of  the  veteran  regiments  of  the 
Second  Corps,  and  as  a  recognition  of  the  part  it  played  here,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary for  me  to  give  you  another  short  extract  from  Colonel  McKeen,  because  of 
the  direct  reference  to  the  regiment  which  it  contains.     It  reads  as  follows: 

I  have  only  to  state  that  the  brigade  fought  with  its  usual  gallantry,  and  the  regiment 
I  had  the  honor  to  command  m  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  comparatively  a  new 
one,  equalled  in  coolness  and  gallantry  the  balance  of  the  brigade— old  veterans  of  the 
Peninsula. 

And  now,  my  comrades,  as  a  conclusion  to  my  narrative,  this  brings  me  to 
state  how  it  happened  that  Colonel  McKeen,  of  the  Eighty-first,  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  in  the  early  part  of  the  Gettysburg  engagement.  I  deem 
it  an  act  of  duty  to  make  this. statement,  yet  I  venture  upon  the  subject  with 
some  hesitation,  for  one  of  the  persons  of  whom  I  shall  speak  lost  his  life  in  this 
wheat-field.  It  would  be  ungracious  to  say  anything  unkind  of  him,  and,  so 
far  as  I  can  help  it,  I  will  not  do  so.  The  person  to  whom  I  refer  is  Colonel 
Edward  E.  Cross,  under  whom,  as  our  brigade  commander,  we  marched  to  this 
field.  Colonel  Cross  was  undoubtedly  a  dashing,  brave  and  impetuous  soldier, 
but  in  other  personal  characteristics  he  was  not  noted  for  giving  much  consider- 
ation to  the  rights  and  feelings  of  the  soldiers.  For  .some  cause,  never,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  known  or  e.xplained,  he,  from  his  first  association  with  us,  seemed 
to  have  conceived  a  dislike  to  the  regiment.  Now,  because  of  this  dislike,  or 
prejudice,  or  whatever  it  may  have  been,  officers  and  men  of  our  regiment  were 
almost  daily,  from  the  day  we  broke  camp  on  the  Rappahannock  until  we 
reached  Gettysburg,  made  to  suffer  wrong  and  injustice  from  him.  One  officer 
in  particular,  at  the  very  out-set  of  the  campaign,  seemed  to  have  incurred  his 
open  displeasure.  That  officer  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  McFarlane,  com- 
manding officer  of  .the  regiment  in  the  absence  of  Colonel  Beaver,  who  had  not 
recovered  .from, the  severe  woun.d  he  had  received  at  Chancellorsville.     Colonel 
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McFarlane  soon  became  a  victim  to  this  displeasure;  yet  it  is  a  truth,  known 
to  myself  and  others,  that  if  he  ever  gave  offense  to  Colonel  Cross  it  vras  only 
in  such  efforts  as  he  made  to  protect  himself  and  those  vrho  served  under  him 
from  imposition  and  injustice.  However  that  may  be,  on  the  evening  of  the 
30th  of  June,  1863,  while  in  bivouac  at  Uniontown,  Maryland,  the  company 
commanders  were  called  together  to  meet  Colonel  McKeen,  and  were  by  him 
informed  that  he  had  come  to  the  regiment  by  order  of  Colonel  Cross  to  assume 
command  of  it.  To  say  that  all  were  astounded  and  shocked  at  this  sudden 
and  unceremonious  announcement  is  to  give  mild  terms  to  their  feelings.  It 
must  be  said,  however,  that  if  such  an  arbitrary  and  cruel  act  of  injustice  was 
to  be  perpetrated,  a  less  objectionable  officer  than  Colonel  McKeen  could  not 
have  been  selected  to  place  in  command.  He  was  an  officer  and  soldier  of  ex- 
cellent repute,  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  in  all  respects  one 
under  whom  a  subordinate  might  cheerfully  serve.  Under  the  circumstances 
we  could  only  repress  our  indignation  and  submit.  Without  a  murmur  of  open 
complaint  at  the  time,  though  the  provocation  was  grievous.  Colonel  McFarlane 
quietly  bore  this  humiliation.  Courageous  man  and  soldier  as  he  was,  he  fol- 
lowed his  regiment  to  Gettysburg  and  gallantly  shared  its  dangers.  On  this 
wheat-field,  after  the  fall  of  Colonel  Cross,  and  Colonel  McKeen,  by  virtue  of 
his  rank  had  become  the  brigade  commander,  so  acceptable  to  him  had  been 
Colonel  McFarlane's  conduct  in  the  fight,  that  his  first  act  was  to  direct  Colonel 
McFarlane  to  resume  command  of  the  regiment,  thus  in  a  measure  atoning  for 
the  wrong  of  his  predecessor  in  command.  From  that  moment  until  the  battle 
ended,  the  regiment  was  in  charge  of  Colonel  McFarlane.  I  have  regarded  this 
statement  due  to  Colonel  McFarlane  and  this  a  proper  time  and  a  proper  place 
in  which  to  make  it. 

Comrades  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth.  We  have  met  here  to-day 
to  dedicate  yonder  massive  and  imposing  pile  of  granite.  It  stands  there,  not 
alone  a  tribute  to  the  value  and  imiiortance  of  the  services  you  rendered  upon 
the  field  of  Gettysburg,  the  events  of  which,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned,  I  have 
so  imperfectly,  though  I  believe  truthfully,  tried  to  tell.  You  participated  in 
many  other  campaigns,  made  many  other  weary  and  toilsome  marches,  and 
fought  in  many  other  bloody  battles.  From  Chancellorsville  to  the  surrender 
at  Appomattox,  your  presence  as  a  regimental  unit  of  the  grand  old  corps  was 
felt,  and  in  no  campaign,  on  no  march  and  in  no  battle  in  which  you  were  en- 
gaged, -whether  upon  the  skirmish  line,  of  which  service  you  always  had  a  large 
share,  or  in  the  line  of  battle  in  the  midst  of  the  fray,  will  it  be  said  that  you 
ever  shrank  from  the  full  performance  of  your  duty.  At  all  times  and  under 
air  surroundings  you  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  those  in  high  command 
over  you,  for  well  they  knew  you  would  never  fail  them  in  the  hour  of  trial  and 
danger.  This  record  of  our  regiment  is  a  proud  one,  and  that  monument  will 
tell  the  story  to  generations  yet  unborn,  for  its  list  of  battles  waged  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  is  more  impressive,  suggestive  and  eloquent  than  any 
poor  words  of  mine. 

As  nearly  as  it  can  be  approximated,  the  total  enrolment  of  our  regiment 
was  1,370  officers  and  men,  and  the  casualties  in  all  actions  in  which  it  par- 
ticipated were  as  follows:  Killed,  seven  oflicers  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  men;  wounded,  thirty-four  officers  and  five  hundred  and  eighty-one  men; 
captured  or  missing,  four  officers  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  men;  mak- 
ing the  aggregate  of  casualties  in  action  niue  hundred  and  fifteen  out  of  the 
total  enlistment  of  1,370. 
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The  deaths  from  all  causes  were  as  follows:  Killed,  seven  officers  and  one 
hundi-ed  and  twenty-one  men;  died  of  wounds  received  in  action,  six  officers 
and  sixty-nine  men;  died  of  disease,  four  officers  and  one  hundred  and  seventy 
men ;  died  of  other  causes,  twenty-two  men ;  making  an  aggregate  of  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine.  It  should  also  be  added  that  the  records  of  the  regiment 
show  a  list  of  over  twenty-five  men  missing  in  action  who  were  never  afterwards 
accounted  for;  but  it  is  well  known  to  many  of  the  survivors  of  the  regiment 
that  most  of  these  missing  men  were  killed  in  battle,  and,  therefore,  properly 
belong  to  the  list  of  killed,  and  should  be  so  reported.  These  statistics  prove 
that  your  lot  as  soldiers  was  not  cast  in  soft  or  pleasant  places  in  the  rear,  but 
testify  with  startling  emphasis  to  your  presence  iu  many  scenes  of  danger,  car- 
nage and  death. 

To  that  merciful  providence  which  led  so  many  of  us  through  those  days  of 
danger  with  our  lives — days  of  danger  iu  which  nearly  one-third  of  those  who 
marched  together  to  the  front  as  the  One  hundred  and  fortj'-eighth  liegiment 
were  left  behind — let  us  render  fervent  and  reverent  thanks,  and  pray  that  our 
beloved  country,  with  its  free  institutions  and  its  beneficent  form  of  govern- 
ment, re-united,  purified  and  strengthened  by  the  toils,  sufferings  and  sacrifices 
of  the  Union  soldiera  of  1861-65,  may  be  safe  for  all  time  to  come  from  another 
war  of  rebellion.  Let  us  also  be  thankful  that  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  so  goodly  a  number  of  us  have  been  permitted  to  gather 
here  to  engage  in  these  ceremonies.  It  has  done  my  heart  good  to  meet  and 
greet  you  to-day.  Comrades,  my  task  has  now  been  completed.  I  thank  you 
for  your  kind  attention,  and  hoping  that  God's  choicest  blessings  inay  rest  upon 
each  one  of  you  during  the  remainder  of  your  days  on  earth,  I  bid  you  all  a  kind 
adieu. 
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September  ii,  1889 

ADDRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  C.  JOHNSON 

COMRADES  :— I  am  sensible  of  the  high  honor  conferred  by  this  assign- 
ment to  duty,  and  I  shall  hold  it  a  cherished  memory  to  the  last  day 
of  my  life. 
I  wish  I  could  hope  to  properly  express  the  deep  and  earnest  feelings 
that  animate  your  breasts  on  this  occasion.  We  are  again  assembled  on  the 
field  where  we  fought  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  where  we  left 
•many  of  our  comrades  wounded,  mangled,  dying.  Time  has  worked  great 
changes  since  that  day.  Many  who  escaped  death  here,  afterwards  fell  glori- 
ously on  other  fields  of  battle.  With  us,  the  remnant,  time  has  dealt  as  with 
all  mankind.  Many  now  see  with  dimmed  vision,  walk  with  baiting  gait  and 
bended  form,  while  all  our  heads  are  silvered  over  by  the- frosts  of  time.  W.e 
begin  to  see  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  we  shall  reach  the  last  camp- 
ing ground  and  hear  the  last  bugle  call  of  taps,  and  lie  down  to  a  slumber  that 
will  awaken  only  at  the  reveille  of  resurrection  morn. 
46 
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But  such  is  the  common  lot.  and  like  true  soldiers  we  will  go  on  to  join  the 
innumerable  throng  who  have  received  their  reward  beyond  the  shining  shore. 

But  here,  to-day,  we  recall  the  past ;  we  summon  up  to  memory's  view  the 
faces  of  dead  and  living  companions  in  arms.  We  recall  the  incidents  of  field 
and  camp  and  march.  We  greet  each  other  with  sacred  memories  ;  elbow  to 
elbow  we  have  faced  the  serried  ranks  of  the  enemy.  Amid  the  carnage  ofthe 
red  field  we  have  parted  touch  with  comrades.  We  have  taken  the  dying  mes- 
sage to  the  living,  from  the  field.  We  cannot  here  recount  even  those  most 
touching  incidents.  It  is,  however,  eminently  proper  here  to  remember  that 
our  comrades  who  laid  down  their  lives  on  this  field  were  brave  men.  And  it 
may  be  forgiven  us  if  we  mention  that  in  this  great  battle  no  Pennsylvania 
regiment  lost  a  larger  number  than  did  ours.  I  have  been  told  that  it  is  now 
taught  at  West  Point  that  the  change  of  front  by  regiment,  that  our  regiment 
made  on  this  field  under  fire,  was  a  movement  of  such  difficulty  that  it  has  not 
been  done  elsewhere  since  the  battle  of  Waterloo:  These  are  matters,  however, 
of  personal  interest  alone.  It  is  pleasant  to  think,  and  we  justly  have  a  pride 
in  the  thought,  that  history  will  record  that  in  this  battle  of  battles  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-ninth  did  her  full  duty  nobly  and  well. 

But  higher  than  any  merely  personal  interest  in  the  battle,  we  cannot  but 
contemplate  the  great  interests  of  the  republic  that  were  here  at  stake.  Higher 
than  any  merely  personal  glory  stands  the  glory  of  this  battle  in  the  light  of 
modern  civilization,  of  the  advanced  rights  of  man,  of  the  improved  conditions 
for  him  under  civil  government.  We  here  fought  to  perpetuate  law  and  to 
crystallize  the  truths  declared  by  the  fathers  of  the  Kepublic.  We  battled  here 
for  the  supremacy  of  law,  for  the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  and  for  the  Union 
of  the  States,  one  and  inseparable,  as  an  indispensable  means  to  the  end. 

Napoleon  the  Third  regarding  with  "religious  veneration ''  the  "  emblems 
of  military  honors,"  gave  the  Roman  eagles  to  the  army  of  France.  Our  Re- 
public, with  religious  regard  for  the  rights  of  freemen,  gave  her  army  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  flag.  The  glory  of  arms  or  the  grandeur  of  empire  did  not 
here  allure  either  the  army  or  its  leader.  And,  best  of  all,  in  quick  obedience 
to  the  law,  by  which  liberty  lives  among  battles,  the  great  army  melted  away 
as  soon  as  its  purpose  was  accomplished. 

Now,  on  this  field  where  the  young  blood  leaped  iu  our  veins,  we  pre- 
sented ourselves  a  wall  against  the  tide  of  armed  rebellion.  We  here  saw  our 
comrades  expire,  breathing  only  prayers  for  our  country's  welfare.  It  cannot 
be  that  we  can  find  place  in  our  hearts  for  any  fear  that  perils  can  come  from 
any  source  to  our  Republic,  which  the-  love  and  patriotism  and  bravery  and 
wisdom  of  posterity  will  not  prove  able  to  overcome.  We  may  quickly  pass 
away,  centuries  will  roll  by,  but  these  granite  monuments  will  long  endure. 
And  the  American  youth  who  will  come  to  this  monumented  field  to  study  its 
lessons,  will  come  from  every  State  of  a  Union  greater,  more  populous  and 
grander  than  we  can  now  conceive.  By  as  much  as  we  are  in  advance  of  the 
founders  of  the  Republic  in  that  which  goes  to  make  a  Nation  great,  yea  even 
more,  will  the  generation  that  returns  here  a  century  hence  surpass  us.  But 
a  Nation  cannot  be  great  without  being  also  good  ;  and  by  as  much  as  we  are 
greater  than  our  forefathers  of  a  century  ago,  by  so  much  are  we  also  better. 

Mistaken  must  that  critic  be  who  points  to  1789,  and  talks  of  the  decline  of 
public  virtue  in  this  Republic  ;  albeit,  he  is  a  bishop  successor  of  the  divine 
who  led  the  father  of  his  country  in  worship.     Why  he  who  teaches  such  a  doc- 
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trine  has  a  girl's  heart ;  he  has  mistaken  a  zephyr  for  a  tornado.  Why,  the 
generation  of  men  yet  lives  that  has  righted  a  greater  wrong  that  came  down 
from  1789,  than  now  exists  anywhere  under  the  flag  of  our  Republic.  I  now 
look  upon  the  faces  of  men  who  imperiled  their  lives  to  wipe  out  a  legacy  of 
constitutional  sin  one  hundred  years  old.  The  generation  that  freed  the  slaves 
is  better  than  the  generation  that  wrought  the  constitutional  bonds  to  enslave 
the  free.  Moreover,  this  day  has  bright  omens  for  the  future  ;  the  generation 
is  now  at  hand  that  will  make  it  possible  for  the  humblest  citizen  to  cast  an 
honest  ballot  and  have  that  counted.  The  generation  is  now  at  hand  that  will 
save  this  country  to  honest  citizenship  and  insure  it  unbounded  prosperity. 
This  is  not  the  age  for  the  pessimistic  philospher  ;  he  cannot  flourish  here 
where  the  soil  was  deluged  with  the  life  blood  of  brave  and  patriotic  men  as 
an  offering  to  liberty.  In  this  field  of  shafts  that  perpetuate  the  memories  of 
noble  lives  freely  offered  up,  he  may  unlearn  his  folly.  He  may  here  learn 
that  the  manhood  of  this  Republic  stands  for  all  that  is  good  in  their  kind  and 
in  the  institutions  of  their  country. 


HISTORICAL  ADDRE.SS  OF  MAJOR  J.   F.   SLAGLE 

COMRADES  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
Infantry  :— The  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  through  their  Legisla- 
ture, has  enabled  each  regiment  and  battery  of  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers engaged  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  to  erect  upon  the  point  of 
severest  conflict  and  most  important  service  a  monument  to  perpetuate  the  fact, 
and  has  thus  shown  a  public  recognition  and  appreciation  of  your  services  to 
the  State  and  Nation  in  their  hour  of  trial. 

The  State  has  further  appointed  this  day  for  appropriate  ceremonies  in  dedi- 
cation of  the  monuments  by  the  survivors  of  each  regiment  preparatory  to  their 
delivery  to  the  association  organized  to  preserve  them  for  the  benefit  of  future 
generations  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  Nation.  They  are  not  merely  tombstones 
to  mark  the  graves  and  perpetuate  the  memory  of  those  who  here  laid  down 
their  lives  for  their  country.  An  imposing  shaft  was  erected  by  the  National 
Government  many  years  ago  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  grounds,  and  this  with 
the  modest  tablet  upon  each  grave  marks  their  resting  place  and  commemorates 
their  death.  These  are  intended  to  commemorate  the  services  of  the  living  as 
well  as  of  the  dead — to  mark  the  great  event  in  the  history  of  the  Nation — the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  the  waves  of  rebellion  met  their  first  permanent 
check,  and  from  which  they  continued  to  recede  until  the  end  came  and  peace 
was  restored. 

The  State  has  provided  transportation  for  every  citizen  soldier  who  partici- 
pated in  this  battle,  that  we  may  meet  together  in  the  fraternity  of  feeling  en- 
gendered by  the  recollections  of  common  peril ;  that  we  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  drop  a  tear  upon  the  graves  of  our  fallen  comrades  ;  that  we  may  re- 
joice in  the  fact  that  we  were  not  only  preserved  through  the  dangers  of  battle, 
but  have  been  permitted  to  live  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  victory. 

By  placing  monuments  on  the  ground  occupied  by  each  regiment  at  the  time 
of  its  greatest  trial,  the  attempt  has  been  made  to  recognize  as  far  as  possible 
individual  effort  and  personal  merit.     It  is  impossible  to  recognize  the  distiuc- 
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tive  service  of  each  individual,  yet  every  man  who  properly  discharged  his 
duty  is  entitled  to  appropriate  to  himself  the  credit  given  to  his  command.  It 
is  natural  to  feel  that  credit  for  that  which  can  only  be  accomplished  by  united 
efforts  of  many  must  be  given  to  all  in  mass.  But  this  ignores  the  fact  that 
the  accomplishment  of  the  mass  is  made  up  of  the  individual  effort  of  each,  and 
that  often,  and  especially  in  battle,  the  safety  of  many  and  the  success  of  all 
depends  upon  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  one,  and  this  one  not  necessarily  a 
leader  or  one  in  prominent  command,  but  may  be  the  humblest  private  in  the 
ranks.  This  can  be  appreciated  by  its  application  to  regiments  in  line.  It 
can  readily  be  seen  how  the  failure  of  a  regiment  to  take  its  place  at  the  proper 
time,  or  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  to  it  would  frustrate  the 
mightiest  efforts  of  the  remainder  of  the  army.  It  is  proper  therefore  that  each 
regiment  engaged  in  this  great  battle  should  have  recognition  of  its  special 
service.  Our  purpose  here  is  to  show  that  we  were  not  derelict  in  the  duty 
assigned  to  us,  and  that  the  services  performed  entitle  us  to  this  memorial  of 
the  fact.  With  this  in  view  each  regiment  has  been  requested  to  put  in  per- 
manent form  a  record  of  its  participation  in  this  battle,  and  to  me  has  been  as- 
signed the  duty  of  speaking  for  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth.  This  is  a 
task  of  no  little  difficulty.  Time  would  not  permit  the  detail  of  the  many  in- 
cidents of  such  a  battle,  Avhile  words  cannot  convey  any  adequate  idea  of  its 
tenors. 

It  is  not  proper  that  I  should  dwell  upon  the  general  features  of  the  battle 
or  its  far-reaching  results.  My  duty  is  simply  to  give  a  statement  of  the  part 
which  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Eegiment  took  in  it.  Nor  is  it  ex- 
pected that  I  should  give  a  history  of  the  regiment  from  its  organization  in 
August,  1862,  until  it  was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war  "for  the  rea- 
son that  its  services  were  no  longer  required."  My  statements  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  actions  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Kegiment,  except  when 
the  mention  of  other  troops  is  necessary  tounderstand  its  movements. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was 
attached  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps.  General 
Reynolds,  then  in  command  of  the  corps,  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  1863,  as- 
sumed command  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  composed  of  the  First,  Third  and 
Eleventh  Corps,  whereupon  General  Doubleday  took  command  of  the  First 
Corps,  General  Rowley  of  the  Third  Division  and  Colonel  Roy  Stone  retained 
command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  which  he  had  commanded  from  the  time  of 
its  organization  in  February,  1863.  On  the  night  of  June  30,  we  laid  at  Marsh 
run,  about  five  miles  south  of  Gettysburg.  Early  on  "Wednesday  morning, 
July  1,  orders  were  received  for  the  Second  Brigade  to  move  by  the  Emmits- 
burg  turnpike  road  toward  Gettysburg.  The  First  Division,  under  General 
Wadsworth,  preceded  us  on  the  same  road,  and  the  Second  Division,  under 
General  Robinson,  and  the  artillery,  under  Colonel  Wainwright,  followed.  The 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  under  General  Rowley,  proceeded  in  the  same 
direction  by  a  parallel  road  on  the  west.  Aliout  10  o'clock,  distant  cannonad- 
ing was  heard  west  of  Gettysburg.  The  brigade  was  hurried  forward.  Leav- 
ing Emmitsburg  road  about  a  mile  south  of  Gettysburg,  it  passed  through  the 
fields,  crossed  Seminary  Ridge  near  the  seminary  and  found  the  Iron  Brigade 
of  the  First  Division  engaged  in  the  woods  west  of  the  seminary,  near  Wil- 
loughby  run,  between  the  Chambersburg  pike  and  the  Fairfield  road.  Two 
regiments  of  Cutler's  Brigade  had  occupied  a  position  on  the  right  near  and 
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north  of  the  Chambersburg  road,  but  had  been  directed  to  fall  back  and  had 
retired  beyond  Seminary  Ridge.     This  left  the  flank  of  the  Iron  Brigade  ex- 
posed.    The  ground  was  occupied  by  a  strong  line  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 
The  Second  Brigade,  composed  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third.  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  regiments,  moved  forward, 
drove  the  jebels  out  and  formed  a  line  extending  from  the  Chambersburg  road 
to  the  woods,  thus  protecting  the  flank  of  the  troops  engaged  there.     As  they 
went  in  some  of  the  men  exclaimed,  "We  have  come  to  stay  !  "     And  General 
Doubleday  says,  "  The  greater  portion  did  stay,  laying  down  their  lives  for  the 
cause  they  loved  so  well."     But  they  also  stayed  in  the  sense  intended,  as  that 
position  was  never  in  possession  of  the  enemy  until  the  final  retreat,  notwith- 
standing several  attempts  to  drive  our  men  from  it.     This  occurred  before 
noon.     Shortly  afterwards  Cutler  returned  to  his  position  north  of  the  Cham- 
bersburg pike.     After  noon  Ewell's  Corps  arrived  from  the  north,  and  the  con- 
nection between  the  Eleventh  and  First  Corps  not  being  complete,  struck  the 
right  of  our  line.     The  first  intimation  to  us  of  their  arrival  was  from  the  fire 
of  a  battery  nearly  north  of  the  town,  which  threw  shells  into  our  rear.     So 
unexpected  was  this  that  Colonel  Dana,  supposing  it  to  be  one  of  our  own  bat- 
teries, sent  a  request  to  Colonel  "Wainwright  to  have  it  stopped.     Upon  the  ar- 
rival of  Ewell's  Corps  on  our  right  Cutler's  Brigade  was  withdrawn  to  Semin- 
ary Ridge,  leaving  our  right  flank  in  the  air.     To  avoid  danger  from  that  direc- 
tion the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  forty-third  changed 
front  and  formed  a  line  facing  north  along  the  Chambersburg  road,  leaving  the 
One  hundred  and  fiftieth  to  hold  the  original  line.     In  anticipation  of  an  at- 
tack upon  this  position,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  was  sent  forward  to 
the  line  of  the  railroad  cut.     Soon  the  attack  came  by  Daniel's  Brigade,  2,500 
strong,  which  approached  to  a  fence  in  the  field  beyond.     Our  men  delivered  a 
volley,  then  crossed  the  cut,  loading  as  they  went,  and  having  delivered  an- 
other volley,  charged,  driving  the  enemy  over  the  fencein  confusion.     Return- 
ing to  the  cut  they  found  that  the  rebels  had  placed  a  battery  which  enfiladed 
it  and  rendered  it  untenable.     They  then  retired  and  resumed  their  position 
along  the  pike.     Soon  afterwards  the  same  brigade,  supported  by  Davis'  Bri- 
gade, made  another  attack  from  the  north  and  west.     Daniels  crossed  the  rail- 
road cut,  when  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  delivered  a  volley  and  charged, 
driving  him  into  the  cut,  where  many  of  his  men  were  compelled  to  surrender. 
In  this  charge  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  participated,  having  changed  front 
for  that  purpose.     The  intention  of  the  rebels  was  to  make  this  attack  from  the 
north  and  west  at  the  same  time,  but  the  action  of  our  troops  was  so  prompt 
and  effective  that  Davis  did  not  get  into  position  before  Daniels  was  repulsed. 
But  coming  up  on  the  west  it  was  necessary  to  turn  and  meet  him,  whereupon 
the  two  regiments  changed  front  to  the  rear  and  soon  put  him  to  fiight.     Of 
this  movement  General  Doubleday  says:    "Every  one  of  Stone's  regiments 
changed  trout  forward  and  two  to  the  rear  while  closely  engaged.     The  most 
eminent  military  writers  regard  the  first  movement  as  difficult  and  the  last  as 
almost  impossible  to  execute  under  fire."     During  these  engagements  Colonel 
Stone  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dwight  were  wounded,  the  command  of  the  bri- 
gade devolving  upon  Colonel  Wistar,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth,  who  was 
soon  afterwards  wounded,  when  Colonel  Dana,  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
third,  took  command.     Upon  the  wounding  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dwight,  the 
command  of  the  regiment  devolved  upon  Captain  Irvin,  of  Company  B,  who 
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soon  afterwards  was  wounded.  From  the  time  the  Second  Brigade  took  its 
position  in  the  morning,  ahout  11  o'clock,  until  it  was  ordered  to  retire  in  the 
afternoon,  about  3.30,  continuous  attacks  had  been  made  on  this  point  without 
success.  Of  it  General  Doubleday  says:  "  Stone's  Brigade  in  the  center  had  a 
diiEoult  angle  to  defend.  His  position  was  in  truth  the  key-point  of  the  battle. 
It  overlooked  th6  field,  and  its  possession  by  the  enemy  would  cut  our  force  in 
two,  enfilade  Morrow's  and  Biddle's  brigades,  and  compel  a  hasty  retreat."  As 
before  said,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Ee-;iment  held  the  point  of  the 
angle  first  facing  west,  then  north  and  west  again,  and  part  of  the  time  a  por- 
tion of  the  regiment  facing  north  and  a  portion  west,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
many  assaults  made  upon  it,  not  a  foot  of  ground  was  lost.  We  are  clearly  en- 
titled to  place  our  monument  upon  the  apex  of  this  "  bloody  angle  "  of  the  first 
day. 

But  the  time  to  abandon  the  position  had  come.  A  short  pause  in  the  confiict 
occurred,  but  it  was  merelj'  to  enable  the  enemy  to  concentrate  and  send  up 
new  troops  in  greater  numbers.  By  this  time  our  small  corps  had  been  reduced 
to  half  its  numbers.  The  three  brigades  south  of  the  Chambersburg  road,  who 
were  three  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  remainder  of  the  corps,  did  not  ex- 
ceed 2,000  men.  Against  them  were  brought  up  not  less  than  8,000,  probably 
10,000,  most  of  them  fresh  men.  They  came  in  double  lines  extending  far  be- 
yond both  our  flanks.  Further  resistance  was  impossible.  We  were  ordered 
to  fall  back  to  the  Seminary  Eidge.  The  only  question  seemed  to  be  how  to 
prevent  the  little  remnant  from  being  enveloped  by  the  superior  force  of  the 
enemy.  All  to  the  right  had  already  fallen  back  to  Seminary  Ridge  and  were 
attempting  to  hold  their  position  there,  but  the  failure  of  the  Eleventh 
Corps  to  hold  its  position  had  exposed  our  right  flank  to  murderous  assault. 
The  Third  Division  and  Iron  Brigade  fell  back  fighting,  and  made  a  stand 
near  the  seminary,  but  it  was  soon  apparent  that  the  position  was  unten- 
able with  the  small  force  left  us.  A  retreat  was  ordered  with  directions  to 
move  to  Cemetery  Hill.  A  few  of  Gamble's  dismounted  cavalry  had  been 
placed  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  seminary,  who  kept  up  a  lively  fire  with 
their  carbines.  Some  of  the  disabled  batteries  were  still  there.  Company  D, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Regiment,  under  Captain  Glenn,  which 
had  been  acting  as  headquarter  guard,  was  ordered  to  deploy  near  the  Fairfield 
road,  which  they  did,  and  opened  a  fire  sufficient  to  induce  the  enemy  to  halt, 
supposing  that  our  forces  had  made  a  stand  there.  At  the  same  time  they  as- 
sisted some  of  the  artillerymen  to  put  one  of  Reynolds'  guns  in  position,  from 
which  three  shots  were  fired.  This  action  delayed  the  rebels  about  twenty 
minutes  and  enabled  the  artillerymen  to  take  off  all  the  guns  except  one,  which 
was  spiked  and  left.  By  permission  of  the  Battlefield  Association  a  tablet  was 
erected  to  mark  the  scene  of  this  action. 

This  ended  the  first  day's  battle.  The  regiment  had  been  engaged  almost 
continuously  from  11  a.  m.  until  4  p.  m.,  and  a  part  of  the  One  hundred  and 
forty -ninth  was  certainly  the  last  to  leave  the  field.  Having  fallen  back  through 
the  city,  the  regiment  reorganized  upon  the  cemetery  grounds  in  rear  of  Stein- 
wehr  s  Division  of  the  Eleventh  Corps.  It  was  a  miserable  remnant  of  the  noble 
regiment  which  marched  so  bravely  into  battle  in  the  morning.  Of  the  four 
hundred  and  lifty  who  answered  the  call  of  duty  then,  but  a  little  over  one  hun- 
dred were  able  to  respond  in  the  evening,  including  Company  D,  which  being 
relieved  from  duty  as  headquarters  guard,  thereafter  served  with  the  regiment, 
Captain  Glenn  in  command. 
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The  night  of  July  1st  and  morning  of  the  2d,  the  regiment  laid  on  the  south- 
ern slope  of  the  cemetery,  where  it  was  exposed  to  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  evening  of  the  2d,  when  the  fight  was  fiercest,  the  whole  division  was 
ordered  to  move  towards  Little  Round  Top  in  support  of  General  Sickles.  It 
was  sandwiched  between  two  divisions  of  Hancock's  Corps.  The  One  hundred 
and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  were  sent  to  the  front,  where  they 
retook  two  guns  which  had  been  lost  during  the  day.  The  One  hundred  and 
forty-ninth  remained  all  night,  advancing  to  the  left  of  the  Codori  House  near 
the  Emmitsburg  road.  On  this  field  they  found  the  rebel  General  Barksdale 
who  had  been  severely  wounded.  They  sent  him  into  our  lines  and  the  next 
day  he  died  at  the  little  house  in  the  apple  orchard. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  regiment  was  brought  back  and  placed  in  the 
second  line,  in  rear  and  right  of  Stannard's  Vermont  Brigade  which  had  been 
assigned  to  the  Third  Division  on  the  evening  of  the  1st.  They  held  this  po- 
sition during  the  day  of  the  3d,  and  though  not  actually  engaged,  were  in  the 
line  of  attack  of  Pickett's  men,  and  in  front,  when  Stannard  executed  his  mas- 
terly movement,  by  which  he  took  Pickett  on  his  right  flank  and  then  turned 
and  struck  Wilcox  on  the  left,  and  ended  that  celebrated  charge. 

The  regiment  remained  in  this  position  during  the  day  of  the  4th,  and  in  the 
evening  of  that  day  moved  to  a  field  east  of  the  Taneytown  road,  where  it  laid 
until  Monday  morning,  the  6th,  when  it  left,  moving  south,  as  the  rear  guard 
of  the  army  which  had  gone  in  pursuit  of  Lee. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  The  First  Corps  was  among  the  first 
upon  the  field  and  the  last  to  leave. 

The  casualties  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Regiment  in  this  prolonged 
contest  were  as  follows: 

Killed,  1  officer,  67  men, .    .    total,     68 

Wounded,  14  oi£cers,  14.5  men,         .  •'      159 

Missing,  4  officers,  105  men,  .    .  ...  .    .        •'      109 

336 

Of  these,  sixty-six  are  reported  on  the  corrected  rolls  of  the  regiment  in  the 
office  of  the  Adjutant  General,  but  we  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  two  who 
are  reported  missing,  Nathan  Harring,  of  Company  E,  and  Joshua  Owen,  of 
Company  G,  died  of  wounds  received  in  action.  It  is  known  that  they  were 
wounded,  and  they  have  never  since  been  heard  of. 

The  amount  of  loss  is  not  always  the  measure  of  meritorious  service.  It  may 
be  the  result  of  somebody's  blunder,  or  purely  accidental.  But  when  men 
have  been  killed  or  wounded  in  action,  it  is  certain  that  they  were  in  a  place 
of  danger  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  they  were  in  the  discharge  of  duty;  and 
it  may  be  further  assured  that  on  such  a  field,  soldiers  submitted  to  capture 
only  when  resistance  or  escape  was  impossible. 

The  mere  mention  of  numbers  does  not  give  a  full  idea  of  loss.  It  can  be 
more  fully  appreciated  by  comparison  or  percentage. 

It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  give  the  exact  number  engaged  in  the  battle. 
This  could  only  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  morning  reports  of  the  sev- 
eral companies,  which  are  not  now  accessible. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  on  June  30,  and  taking  the  muster-roll  and  de- 
ducting the  men  detailed  on  special  duty,  the  number  of  combatants  on  July 
1,  1863,  did  not  exceed  four  hundred  and  fifty.     Taking  this  number  for  the 
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full  force  of  the  regiment  in  action,  we  find  that  one  of  every  seven  was  killed, 
one  of  every  two  killed  or  wounded,  and  three  of  every  four  killed,  wounded 
or  captured.  Putting  it  in  the  form  of  percentages,  the  killed  were  15J  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  ;  killed  and  wounded  over  50  percent.,  and  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  74f  per  cent. 

In  the  number  killed  it  was  among  the  highest,  as  also  in  its  percentage  of 
loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  captured.  It  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  make  a 
few  general  observations  as  to  this  great  battle. 

We  do  not  claim  any  special  merit  for  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Regi- 
ment over  comrades  of  other  commands.  When  all  did  so  nobly  and  suffered 
so  severely,  comparison  would  be  improper.  All  we  claim  is  that  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-ninth  did  its  duty  faithfully  and  well.  If  it  suffered  more 
than  others  it  was  because  it  happened  to  be  placed  in  a  position  of  danger. 
All  we  ask  is  to  share  in  the  glory  so  dearly  purchased  by  all. 

The  principal  loss  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Regiment,  in  fact 
almost  the  entire  loss,  occurred  on  the  first  day's  field.  This  fight  has  never 
received  the  consideration  to  which  it  is  entitled,  for  two  reasons  ;  first,  it  has 
been  generally  regarded  as  a  preliminary  skirmish,  and  secondly,  it  has  been 
regarded  as  a  defeat.  It  was  not  a  skirmish  and  it  was  not  a  defeat.  Without 
the  first  day's  battle  on  Willoughby  Run,  the  battles  of  Cemetery  Hill  would 
have  been  impossible.  The  purpose  of  the  first  day's  fight  was  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check  until  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  should  be  able  to  concentrate. 
This  required  a  stubborn  resistance  against  a  large  portion  of  the  rebel  army, 
in  which  all  our  men  were  engaged  for  almost  an  entire  day,  suffering  and 
doing  great  damage.  This  was  certainly  a  battle  and  one  of  no  mean  propor- 
tions. Though  we  were  finally  driven  back  with  great  loss,  the  purpose  was 
accomplished,  and  therefore  it  was  not  a  defeat,  but  a  glorious  victory. 

The  battle  of  Gettysburg  has  served  to  magnify  the  glory  of  the  rebels  at  ex- 
pense of  the  Union  troops.  The  great  event  of  the  battle  in  the  popular  mind, 
is  the  magnificent  charge  of  Pickett's  Division.  Thousands  have  heard  of  that 
who  do  not  know  anything  of  the  first  day's  fight  and  the  odds  against  which 
we  had  to  contend.  So  much  has  been  said  of  the  courage  of  his  men,  that  the 
sublime  sacrifices  of  the  first  day  and  the  brilliant  charges  and  stubborn  resist- 
ance of  the  Union  troops  on  the  second  and  third  days,  on  all  parts  of  the  field, 
are  overlooked.  The  fact  is,  that  tlie  losses  on  the  first  day  on  both  sides,  in 
proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged,  greatly  exceeded  those  of  the  third,  and 
the  time  of  actual  fighting  by  Union  troops  on  the  firstiday,  was  by  far  greater 
than  that  of  the  third.  Major  Harper,  who  was  so  long  the  able,  conscientious 
and  industrious  Secretary  of  the  Monument  Commission,  whose  duty  and 
pleasure  it  was  to  study  this  great  battle  in  its  details,  and  who  probably  knew 
more  of  its  incidents,  than  any  other  person  except  Colonel  Batchelder,  said  on 
one  occasion  :  "  The  First  Corps  covered  itself  with  imperishable  glory  ;  "  and 
again,  ''  I  say  with  great  confidence  that  the  .splendid  valor  of  the  First  Corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  first  day  was  never  excelled,  if  ever  equalled 
on  any  battle  field  of  the  world." 

We  would  not  disparage  the  courage  of  Pickett's  men,  who  made  the  desper- 
ate charge  on  the  center  of  our  line.  They  were  good  soldiers,  they  were 
ordered  to  go  and  they  went,  as  would  any  brigade  or  division  of  the  Union 
army,  had  they  received  similar  orders.  This  was  shown  by  the  gallant  charge 
of  the  First  Minnesota  when  ordered  to  charge  a  column  of  the  enemy,  without 
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hesitation  threw  their  little  band  ol'  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  men,  against  a 
large  force  with  such  impetousity,  as  to  drive  it  back  in  confusion  ;  but  in 
doing  so  left  two  hundred  and  five  of  their  number  dead  or  wounded  on  the 
field,  only  forty-seven  coming  out  unharmed. 

In  the  popular  view  there  is  a  halo  of  glory  around  a  charge  which  does  not 
appear  around  the  men  who  firmly  stand  to  resist  it.  This  is  so  in  ordinary 
affairs,  credit  is  given  to  the  daring  and  dashing  rather  than  to  the  steady  and 
determined,  though  it  is  easier  to  make  a  dash  than  to  endure  hardships.  .  In 
a  charge  there  is  the  excitment  of  action,  the  momentum  of  men  moving  in 
mass,  while  those  resisting  it  require  cool,  calm,  enduring  courage  to  stand 
and  receive  and  give  blows. 

There  is  another  element  of  diflerence  which  can  only  be  fully  appreciated 
by  one  who  has  been  tried  in  battle.  The  soldiers  making  a  charge  leave  their 
dead  and  wounded  comrades  behind  them  ;  they  do  not  see  the  havoc  in  their 
ranks.  Those  receiving  a  charge  see  comrades  fall  by  their  sides,  and  are  com- 
pelled to  fight  on  in  the  midst  of  their  dead  and  dying  friends,  without  op- 
portunity to  mourn  the  one  or  assist  the  other,  and  as  each  one  falls  reminded 
that  his  own  time  may  come  next.  Men  who  can  thus  stand  until  fifty  per 
cent,  of  their  comrades  lie  around,  killed  or  wounded,  must  have-true  courage, 
a  heroic  loyalty  and  unflinching  valor.  This  was  what  the  First  Corps  did  on 
the  first  day  at  Gettysburg.  The  men  who  first  went  in  were  there  to  the  last. 
They  had  no  reserve  and  no  relief ;  hour  after  hour  passed,  and  as  their  ranks 
grew  thin,  they  were  not  filled,  but  the  loss  was  compensated  by  increased 
activity  on  the  part  of  those  who  remained. 

In  giving  credit  to  the  rebel  troops  for  courage,  let  us  not  forget  that  the 
Union  troops  showed  courage  equal  to  theirs  and  more  enduring,  and  more- 
over, that  they  showed  a  devoted  loyalty  which  sanctified  their  courage  and 
made  it  sublime. 
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September  ii,  1889 
ADDRESS  BY   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  THOMAS  CHAMBERLIN 

COMEADES  and  friends  : — It  is  hard  to  realize  that  a  little  more  than 
twenty-six  years  ago  this  peaceful  town  of  Gettysburg  and  its  skirting 
hills  and  farms  were  the  stage  upon  -which  was  presented  one  of  the 
most  momentous  acts  of  a  prolonged  and  bloody  drama,  upon  whose 
issue  hung  the  fate  of  a  Nation,  and  upon  whose  swiftly-shifting  scenes  were 
fixed  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  we,  ourselves, 
were  in  the  stupendous  cast,  and  here  "  fretted  "  our  appointed  "  hour,"  striv- 
ing in  our  modest  roles  for  a  success  which  should  not  only  fill  the  measure  of 
our  own  desires,  but  send  a  thrill  of  joy  through  a  people  schooled  to  disap- 
pointment, and  looking  on  with  suspended  breath— almost  afraid  to  hope,  but 
too  courageous  to  despair.  Yet  to-day,  revisiting  this  well-remembered  theater 
and  recognizing  its  familiar  scenery — as  beautiful  as  ever  under  the  renewing 
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hand  oi'uature — our  several  parts  in  the  great  tragedy  come  hack  to  us  as  il 
they  had  been  enacted  but  yesterday.  The  stage  "accessories,"  happily,  art 
for  the  most  part  gone,  but  under  the  quickeniug  influences  of  the  moment  we 
recall  them  all,  even  to  the  thunder  which  for  three  days  rolled  around  us  con- 
tinuous and  terrible. 

It  was  upon  this  field  that,  as  a  regiment,  after  ten  months  of  service,  we 
first  met  the  enemy  squarely,  in  the  real  tug  and  strain  of  battle.  We  had 
made  the  long  march  from  White  Oak  Church,  in  Virginia,  in  full  persuasioc 
that  we  should  encounter  Lee's  army  somewhere,  and  with  the  firm  belief  thai 
we  should  defeat  it.  If  the  change  of  commanders,  which  was  announced  to  u! 
at  Frederick,  on  the  28th  of  June,  started  some  misgivings  (for  there  were  manv 
who  doubted  its  expediency  at  such  a  moment)  these  were  but  transient,  and 
the  general  feeling  was  undoubtedly  one  of  satisfaction,  if  not  of  jubilation. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  nothing  if  it  was  not  true  in  its  innermost  fibre 
to  the  commander  of  the  hour,  and  in  the  light  which  has  been  shed  upon  the 
incidents  of  the  war  since  its  close,  it  is  no  disloyalty  to  say  that  it  was  at  all 
times  capable  of  greater  things  than  its  successive  chiefs  accomplished  with  it 
that  there  was  in  it  a  reserve  of  intelligence,  obedience,  patience,  endurance, 
courage,  patriotism  and  determination,  which,  under  guidance  worthy  of  these 
high  qualities,  would  have  ended  the  struggle  long  before  hostilities  actuallj 
Ceased.  For  years  no  exalted  military  capacity,  and  no  mountainous  mora' 
courage  in  its  leaders,  responded  to  the  devotion  of  the  rank  and  file,  enablmj 
them  to  gather  victory  on  fields  where  victory  might  and  should  have  beer 
achieved  ! 

The  march  through  the  rich  farm-lands  of  Maryland  is  indelibly  engravec 
on  the  memory  of  every  surviving  soldier  who  participated  in  it.  The  bearing 
of  the  men  was  superb.  Their  step  was  never  more  elastic,  and  the  live-lonj 
day  their  spirits  effervesced  in  a  fine  spray  of  humor,  or  found  vent  in  joyoui 
outbursts  of  song,  which  .seemed  an  augury  of  good  to  come.  While  it  mighi 
be  difficult  to  name  the  exact  causes  of  this  unusual  exhilaration,  certain  it  ii 
that  our  columns  moved  with  the  air  and  spirit  of  conquerors,  whom  no  forc( 
of  the  enemy  might  deprive  of  their  purposed  victory. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th,  the  First  Corps  passed  through  Emmitsburg  witl 
beating  drums  and  flying  colors,  and  in  the  twilight  encamped  on  high  groune 
north  and  a  litde  to  the  west  of  the  town.  On  the  following  day  it  moved  i 
distance  of  about  three  miles  and  a  half  to  Marsh  creek,  where  it  was  put  ii 
position  to  receive  an  attack,  should  any  force  of  the  enemy  be  in  the  vicinity 
The  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  was  stationed  in  a  wood  to  the  left  of  the. Em 
mitsburg  road,  where  abundant  foliage  protected  it  from  the  showers  whicl 
fell  at  intervals  all  day.  The  night  passed  without  alarm  of  any  kind.  A 
dawn,  as  on  the  previous  afternoon,  neither  drum-beat  nor  bugle-call  was  heard 
and  the  silence  was  ominous.  About  9  o'clock  our  division  was  ordered  unde 
arms,  and  wc  learned  that  the  First,  under  Wadsworth,  was  already  on  th 
march  towards  Gettysburg.  Our  own  forward  movement  was  delayed  unti 
perhaps  9.45,  when  we  swung  rapidly  over  the  ground,  the  frequent  sound  o 
cannon  in  the  distance  spurring  us  to  extraordinary  exertion.  The  air,  mois 
and  sultry,  and  pierced  by  u.  broiling  sun,  soon  started  the  perspiration  1: 
cascades,  and  made  each  pound  of  arms  and  accoutrements  seem  a  ton.  A  mil 
or  more  below  the  town  the  column  was  diverted  from  the  highway  throug 
the  fields,  and  urged  into  a  "double-quick,"  which  presently  brought  the  mas 
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of  our  regiment  to  the  neighborhood  of  tlie  seminary,  but  lefli  two  or  three 
scores  of  our  men  stranded  along  the  line  of  march,  to  be  gathered  up  and  re- 
ported for  duty  a  little  later  by  Captain  Dougal  -himself  a  sufferer  from  the 
excessive  heat  and  over-exertion. 

Generals  Doubleday  and  Eowley,  with  portions  of  their  staffs,  met  us  in  the 
open  field  some  distance  west  of  the  seminary,  where  we  were  halted,  and  the 
former  addressed  us  briefly,  urging  the  importance  of  a  victory,  and  reminding 
us  that  we  were  Pennsylvanians  and  might  safely  be  entrusted  with  the  defense 
of  our  own  soil.  Shells  were  whizzing  overhead  at  the  time  from  rebel  batteries 
beyond  the  ridge  to  the  west,  and  the  instructions  to  our  brigade  and  regimental 
leaders  were  necessarily  brief  "  Foi-ward  !  "  cried  Colonel  Wister,  when  a 
dozen  voices  exclaimed:  "  Colonel,  we'er  not  loaded  yet  !  "  A  burst  of  merri- 
ment followed,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  had  just  learned,  with  unfeigned 
sorrow,  ot  the  death  of  General  Reynolds,  whom  all  idolized,  and  who  perhaps 
better  than  any  other  officer  in  the  entire  army,  met  the  limitless  requirements 
of  the  ideal  soldier.  The  loading  was  ordered,  followed  by  the  unslinging  of 
knapsacks,  and  with  full  battalion  front  we  moved  rapidly  westward  to  the 
brow  of  the  hill  overlooking  Willoughby  run.  On  our  immediate  left  lay  the 
Iron  Brigade,  occupying  the  woods,  while  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth 
and  One  hundred  and  forty-third  Pennsylvania  on  our  right  extended  beyond 
the  McPherson  farm  buildings  to  the  Chambersbnrg  road  or  pike.  The  time  of 
reaching  our  position  was  about  11.30  o'clock.  The  whole  number  of  the 
One  hundred  and  fiftieth  present  for  duty,  after  the  stragglers  of  the  morning 
came  up,  was,  as  nearly  as  can  be  determined,  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
of  ^vhom  seventeen,  including  field  and  staff,  were  commissioned  officers. 

Evidences  of  hard  fighting  at  an  earlier  hour,  by  Wadsworth's  Division,  were 
to  be  seen  in  every  direction,  but  except  a  fitful  cannonading  from  rebel  bat- 
teries on  the  next  parallel  ridge,  looking  west,  and  on  the  prolongation  of  our 
line  northwardly,  there  was,  at  this  hour,  comparative  quiet. 

Company  B  was  at  once  ordered  forward  as  skirmishers,  ' '  How  far  shall  I 
go  ?  "  asked  Captain  Jones.  ' '  Go  forward  until  you  feel  the  enemy  and  engage 
him,"  responded  Colonel  Wister.  The  captain  marched  his  men  over  the  brow 
of  the  hill  and  half  way  down  to  Y/illoughby  run,  when,  quickly  deploying, 
they  moved  at  a  double-quick  to  the  line  of  the  stream,  and  there  encountered 
opposing  skirmishers. 

During  the  temporary  lull  which  prevailed  on  the  field,  there  was  abundant 
opportunity  to  observe  the  numbers  and  disposition  of  the  enemy  to  the  west, 
consisting,  as  we  have  since  learned  of  Heth's  and  Pender's  Divisions  of  A.  P. 
Hill's  Corps — some  of  the  brigades  of  Pender's  command  arriving  later  than 
our  own,  and  defiling  in  plain  view  into  position  south  of  the  Chambersburg 
road.  While  our  own  line  was  but  a  skeleton,  with  noticeable  gaps  between 
the  several  brigades,  as  well  as  between  the  regiments,  and  with  no  visible  re- 
serves, the  enemy  seemed  to  be  formed  in  continuous  double  lines  of  battle, 
extending  southward  as  far  as  the  accidents  of  the  ground  permitted  the  eye  to 
reach,  with  ample  supports  in  column  in  the  rear.  As  a  spectacle  it  was  strik- 
ing, but  their  preponderance  in  men  was  so  obvious  that  we  might  have  de- 
snaired  of  the  result  of  the  coming  engagement,  if  we  had  not  supposed  that 
additional  troops  of  our  own  would  be  up  in  time  to  lend  us  a  hand.  An  inci- 
dent which  occurred  about  12  o'clock  did  much  to  emphasize  the  good  feeling 
in  our  ranks. 


732  Pennsylvania  at  Oettyshurg. 

■While  we  were  watching  and  waiting,  our  attention  was  called  to  a  man  of 
rather  bony  frame  and  more  than  average  stature,  who  approached  from  the 
direction  of  the  town,  moving  with  a  deliberate  step  carrying  in  his  right  hand 
an  Enfield  rifle  at  a  "  trail."  At  any  time  his  figure  would  have  been  notice- 
able but  it  was  doubly  so  at  such  a  moment,  from  his  age— which  evidently 
neared  three-score  and  ten — and  from  the  somewhat  startling  peculiarity  of  his 
dress.  The  latter  consisted  of  dark  trousers  and  waistcoat,  a  blue  "swallow- 
tail "  coat  with  burnished  brass  buttons,  such  as  used  to  be  affected  by  well- 
to-do  gentlemen  of  the  old  school  about  forty  years  ago,  and  a  high  black  silk 
hat  from  which  most  of  the  original  gloss  had  long  departed — of  a  shape  to  be 
found  only  in  the  fashion  plates  of  a  remote  past.  The  stiff  "  stock,"  which 
usually  formed  a  part  of  such  a  costume,  was  wanting — presumably  on  account 
of  the  heat— and  no  neck-cloth  of  any  kind  relieved  the  bluish  tint  of  his  clean- 
shaven face  and  chin.  As  his  course  brought  him  opposite  the  rear  of  the  left 
wing,  he  first  met  Major  Chamberlin  and  asked:  "  Can  I  fight  with  your  regi- 
ment?'' The  major  answered  affirmatively,  hut  seeing  Colonel  Wister  ap- 
proaching, said,  "  Here  is  our  colonel,  speak  to  him." 

"Well,  old  man,  what  do  you  want?  "  bluntly  demanded  the  colonel. 
"  I  want  a  chance  to  fight  with  your  regiment. " 
"  You  do  ?   Can  you  shoot  ?  " 

"  Oh,  yes,''  and  a  smile  crept  over  the  old  man's  face  which  seemed  to  say: 
' '  If  you  knew  that  you  had  before  you  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  who  fought 
at  Lundy's  Lane,  you  would  not  ask  such  a  question. " 
"  I  see  you  have  a  gun,  but  where  is  your  ammunition  ?  " 
Slapping  his  hand  upon  his  bulging  tronsers'  pockets,  he  replied,  "  I  have  it 
here." 

"  Certainly  you  can  fight  with  us,''  said  the  colonel,  "  and  I  wish  there  were 
many  more  like  you. ' ' 

He  advised  him,  however,  to  go  into  the  woods,  to  the  line  of  the  Iron  Bri- 
gade, where  he  would  be  more  sheltered  from  both  sun  and  bullets,  with  an 
equal  chance  of  doing  effective  work.  With  apparent  reluctance,  as  if  he  pre- 
ferred the  open  field,  he  moved  towards  the  woods,  and  history  has  written  the 
name  of  John  Burns  in  the  roll  of  the  world's  heroes,  and  his  brave  conduct  is 
imperishably  linked  with  the  glories  of  Gettysburg. 

A  few  minutes  after  this  episode,  the  enfilading  fire  of  one  or  more  rebel  bat- 
teries to  the  north,  which,  with  the  approach  of  an  infantry  force  from  the  same 
quarter  had  already  induced  Colonel  Stone,  commanding  the  brigade,  to  face 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-third  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  in  that  di- 
rection in  the  Chambersburg  road,  became  so  hot  that  Colonel  Wister — observ- 
ing no  immediate  threat  of  an  attack  from  i,he  west — thought  it  best  to  move 
his  regiment  to  the  vicinity  of  the  MoPherson  barn,  where  the  men  would  be 
at  least  partially  sheltered.  Just  as  we  were  faced  to  the  right,  a  shell  exploded 
in  the  midst  of  Company  C,  killing  two  men,  and  dangerously,  if  not  fatally, 
wounding  several  others.  At  that  very  moment,  Dennis  Buckly,  a  private  of 
Company  H,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  who  had  lost  his  horse  in  the  encounters 
of  the  morning,  presented  himself,  carbine  in  hand,  and  received  permission  to 
join  our  ranks.  Seeing  the  misfortune  which  had  befallen  Captain  Perkins' 
command,  he  said:  "  That  is  the  company  for  me,"  and  hurrying  forward  did 
manly  service  with  it  throughout  the  afternoon. 

While  the  regiment  enjoyed  the  protection  afforded  by  the  barn.  Captain 
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Jones  was  hotly  skirmishing  on  the  banks  of  Willoughby  run,  and  several  of 
his  men  came  hack  in  a  disabled  condition,  including  Sergeant  Kolb  and  Cor- 
poral Buchanan.  This  preyed  upon  the  sensitive  heart  of  Lieutenant  Chan- 
cellor, of  the  same  company,  who  had  that  morning  been  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  Company  G — which  was  without  a  commissioned  officer — and  he  made 
an  urgent  plea  to  be  permitted  to  join  the  skirmishers.  This  was  finally  ac- 
corded. No  sooner  had  his  men  risen  to  their  feet,  to  go  forward,  than  one  of 
their  number  fell  dead,  pierced  by  a  bullet  from  beyond  the  road.  Finding 
the  line  of  the  stream  sufficiently  occupied,  and  seeing  that  a  further  advance 
would  result  in  unnecessary  loss,  the  lieutenant  halted  his  company  midway 
between  the  barn  and  the  run,  and  remained  for  a  time  in  reserve. 

Meanwhile  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth 
were  subjected  to  a  searching  fire  from  the  skirmishers  of  Daniel's  Brigade  of 
North  Carolinians — the  most  advanced  of  Eodes'  Division,  E well's  Corps — and 
soon  felt  the  weight  of  the  brigade  itself,  which,  skirting  Baxter's  and  Cutler's 
front  at  a  safe  distance,  came  boldly  forward  to  the  abandoned  railroad  cut, 
ignorant  of  its  existence.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth,  after  delivering 
a  well-directed  fire,  sprang  to  meet  this  incautious  advance,  and  the  enemy 
was  compelled  to  fall  back  with  the  severe  punishment  which  he  had  invited. 
Yielding  to  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dwight  impru- 
dently led  his  command  across  the  cut,  a  feat  difficult  of  accomplishment  on 
account  of  the  steep  banks  of  shale,  and  found  himself  in  a  very  unfavorable 
position  on  the  further  side.  The  enemy  took  prompt  advantage  of  his  mistake, 
and  again  moving  forward,  necessitated  his  return  to  his  former  position,  in- 
flicting heavy  loss.  Colonel  Stone,  who  superintended  the  movement,  exposing 
himself  fearlessly,  presently  received  two  severe  wounds  which  entirely  disabled 
him.  Colonel  Wister  succeeded  him  in  the  command  of  the  brigade.  Observ- 
ing the  retrograde  movement  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth,  and  that  the 
North  Carolinians,  intent  on  reaching  our  lines,  were  nearing  the  cut  in  notice- 
able force,  whence  their  fire  was  beginning  to  harass  the  more  exposed  portion 
of  his  own  regiment,  he  directed  the  latter  to  change  front  forward,  to  bring  it 
into  line  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  was  eflected  with  rapidity  and 
precision.  The  moment  was  ripe  for  this  well-conceived  order,  for,  on  reaching 
the  fence  parallel  with  the  road,  the  enemy  was  found  to  be  within  easy  range, 
and  an  active  fire  soon  drove  him  to  shelter. 

Soon  after  our  change  of  front.  Company  G,  under  Lieutenant  Chancellor, 
resumed  its  usual  place.  It  was  now  nearly  2  o'clock.  A  converging  fire  from 
batteries  west,  northwest  and  north  of  us,  made  our  position  a  most  uncom- 
fortable one,  and  if  the  casualties  were  few,  it  was  largely  due  to  defective  am- 
munition. A  marvellous  escape  was  that  of  Sergeant-Major  Lyon,  whose  chest 
was  grazed  by  a  shell  which  tore  away  the  clothing,  discoloring  the  skin  and 
producing  a  painful  shock,  but  entailing  no  more  serious  injury.  Some  of  our 
own  gnus,  which  undertook  to  respond  to  the  enemy's  fire,  from  the  edge  of 
the  wood  in  our  rear,  were  quickly  forced  to  withdraw. 

The  troops  beyond  the  pike,  Daniel's  Brigade  (consisting,  as  has  since  been 
learned,  of  the  Thirty-second,  Forty-third,  Forty-fifth  and  Fifty-third  North 
Carolina,  together  with  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  same  State,  the  Thirty-sec- 
ond being  in  reserve),  which  had  been  temporarily  silenced,  were  not  tardy  in 
resuming  the  aggressive,  no  longer  in  solid  tormation,  but  swarming  as  sLir- 
mishers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  cut,  whence  their  bullets  flew  inces- 
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santly,  with  destructive  effect.  To  put  an  end  to  this  annoyance,  if  possible. 
Colonel  Wister  ordered  an  advance  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Dwight,  which  was  promptly  made,  and  resulted  in  re- 
lieving a  portion  of  the  brigade  front.  In  returning  from  the  scene  of  the 
charge  to  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth,  Colonel  Wister  was  shot 
through  the  face,  and  although  not  actually  disabled,  found  himself  incapaci- 
tated from  giving  further  commands  by  the  excessive  ilow  of  blood,  and  was 
reluctantly  compelled  to  turn  over  the  active  direction  of  the  brigade  to  Colonel 
Dana,  of  the  Onehundred  and  forty-third. 

It  was  then  about  2.30  o'clock.  In  front  of  our  own  regiment  much  the  same 
conditions  prevailed  as  further  to  the  right,  the  rebel  skirmishers  being  num- 
erous and  active,  and  from  their  cover  exhibiting  the  best  of  marksmanship. 
The  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  had  been  planted  in  the  open 
field,  towards  the  excavation,  and  proved  an  irresistible  attraction  to  the  en- 
terprising enemy.  Doubtless  mediating  their  capture,  and  hoping  at  the  same 
time  to  double  up  our  line  by  striking  us  on  the  left  flank,  a  battalion  or  regi- 
ment of  perhaps  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  succeeded  in  crossing  the  cut  un- 
noticed, well  to  the  west,  and  suddenly  appeared  in  the  standing  wheat  not 
fkr  from  the  colors.  Instantly  on  discovering  their  presence,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Huidekoper  (simultaneously — it  is  said — with  Colonel  Wister,  who,  how- 
ever, had  turned  over  the  command  to  the  former  when  he  succeeded  Colonel 
Stone  in  the  command  of  the  brigade)  ordered  a  charge  of  the  right  wing  of 
the  regiment,  and  leading  it  in  person,  promptly  arrested  the  enemy's  move- 
ment and  forced  him  back.  A  portion  of  the  left  wing  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fbrty-ninth  joined  in  the  charge,  and  in  retiring  to  their  previous  position  their 
colors  were  withdrawn.  Companies  A,  F  and  D  lost  heavily  in  this  advance, 
F  counting  one  man  killed,  three  mortally  wounded,  and  five  or  six  more  or 
less  seriously  injured.  Lieutenant  Keyser,  of  Company  B,  temporarily  serv- 
ing with  F — a  modest  but  gallant  and  useful  officer — was  among  the  slain,  and 
Captain  Dougal,  of  D,  was  disabled  by  a  severe  wound. 

About  the  time  of  this  action  on  our  right,  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy 
appeared  in  the  corner  of  a  field  to  the  northwest,  affording  -a,  fair  target  for 
our  left  wing,  which,  by  a  rapid  and  judiciously  directed  fire,  speedily  broke  it 
to  pieces.  From  the  space  intervening  between  these  men  and  the  right  of 
Daniels'  line,  it  is  probable  that  they  were  a  detachment  of  Davis'  Brigade 
(which  had  been  badly  cut  up  in  the  morning  in  an  encounter  with  Wads- 
worth's  troops)  and  were  sent  to  co-operate  with  the  battalion  which  attacked 
our  right. 

About  2.30  o'clock  the  rebel  batteries  began  to  increase  the  rapidity  of  their 
fire.  A  glance  to  the  west  showed  the  troops  of  Heth's  and  Tender's  divisions 
in  motion,  descending  rapidly  towards  AVilloughby  run — regiment  upon  regi- 
ment en  ec/ieJore— followed  by  supporting  columns,  extending  southward  from  the 
Chambersburg  road  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Their  advance  was  magni- 
ficent, and  as  mere  spectators,  or  military  critics,  we  might  have  enjoyed  and 
applauded  it,  but  it  boded  evil  to  our  scanty  force.  A  change  of  front  on  our 
part,  to  meet  this  new  and  apparently  overwhelming  danger,  became  at  once 
imperative  With  no  undue  excitement,  and  in  thoroughly  good  order,  the 
regiment  swung  back  to  its  original  position,  facing  the  west,  leaving,  how- 
ever, a  large  gap  between  our  left  and  the  woods,  which  it  Avas  impossible  to 
fill.     The  chanue  occupied  but  a  minute  or  two,  but  under  a  scorchinn-  fire 
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from  our  old  assailants  north  of  the  iiike,  each  step  was  marked  with  blood. 
Major  Chamberlin  and  many  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  felt  the 
accmacy  of  the  enemy's  aim,  and  the  former  was  conveyed,  in  a  badly  dis- 
abled condition,  to  the  shelter  of  the  McPherson  house. 

The  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  forty-third  continued 
to  face  north.  For  some  unexplained  reason  the  strong  force  approaching  from 
the  west,  whose  front  line  was  composed  of  troops  of  Heth's  Division,  moder- 
ated its  movement,  as  if  awaiting  developments  on  other  portions  of  the  field, 
and  by  the  time  it  came  within  musket-reach  our  regiment  was  firmly  estab- 
lished in  its  new  position.  Protected  in  some  measure  by  a  fence,  it  opened  a 
scathing  fire  which  at  once  checked  the  enemy's  progress,  but  failed  to  scatter 
or  confuse  him.  The  response  from  vastly  superior  numbers,  equally  well- 
armed,  was  like  a  hail-storm,  but  our  men  were  as  unflinching  and  as  obedient 
to  commands  as  if  they  shared  the  perils  of  twenty  battles.  Back  and  forth, 
for  a  few  minutes,  swept  the  tempest  of  bullets,  bearing  summons  of  death  to 
many  a  brave  combatant,  but  in  no  respect  altering  the  situation.  Suddenlj', 
as  if  elsewhere  something  decisive,  for  which  they  had  been  waiting,  had  oc- 
curred, our  antagonists  ceased  firing,  fell  back  a  short  distance  and  obliquing 
to  their  right  were  soon  hidden  from  view  by  the  woods.  Prior  to  this  Cap- 
tain Jones,  who  bj'  the  advance  of  Heth's  Division  had  been  forced  back  from 
the  skirmish  line,  found  himself  borne  considerably  to  our  left,  near  the  wood, 
where  his  company  continued  to  fight  as  an  independent  command. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  our  immediate  front  gave  us  a  moment  in 
which  to  breathe  and  listen  to  the  sounds  of  confiict  further  southward,  where 
Biddle's  Brigade  had  been  posted  in  the  fields,  slightly  to  the  left,  and  many 
rods  to  the  rear  of  the  prolongation  of  the  line  of  the  Iron  Brigade.  The  at- 
tack on  Biddle  necessitated  a  readjustment  of  the  line  on  his  right,  and  Mere- 
dith recoiled  from  his  advanced  position  in  the  woods  to  one  vastly  less  advant- 
ageous about  two  hundred  yards  further  back.  By  this  change,  of  which  we 
were  not  immediately  cognizant,  the  gap  between  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
and  the  Iron  Brigade  was  immensely  widened,  and  our  left  fiank  dangerously 
exposed. 

Our  own  respite  was  very  brief  The  disappearace  of  the  front  line  with 
which  we  had  been  contending  was  the  signal  for  there  opening  of  the  rebel  bat- 
teries, which  played  with  an  accelerated  fire  for  some  moments,  when  Brocken- 
brough's  Brigade  from  the  west,  and  Davis'  and  Daniel's  from  the  northwest 
and  north,  pushed  in  towards  the  barn,  and  renewed  the  contest. 

The  afternoon  had  worn  on  to  2.45  o'clock.  The  enemy  drew  nearer  and 
nearer,  firing  rapidly  as  he  came,  but  was  met  by  a  resistance  which  time  and 
again  staggered  him,  though  i1?  could  not  shake  him  off.  Greatly  superior  in 
numbers,  and  relying  upon  his  supports,  he  kept  urging  the  attack,  only  to 
find  the  defense  as  stubborn  as  his  own  advance.  If  for  a  moment  our  line 
swayed  backward  a  few  steps,  under  the  enemy's  heavier  musketry,  itpromptly 
advanced  again  at  the  word  of  command,  forcing  the  enemy  to  recoil  in  turn. 
This  state  of  things  could  not  long  continue.  By  sheer  weight  our  thinned 
ranks  were  pushed  some  rods  to  the  rear,  but  without  panic.  To  encourage  his 
command.  Colonel  Huidekoper  instructed  the  color  bearer.  Sergeant  Phifer,  of 
Company  I— a  man  of  large  stature  and  boundless  courage— to  move  forward 
with  the  colors.  This  he  did  without  hesitation,  in  the  face  of  a  galling  fire, 
and  the  line  moved  automatically  with  him.     The  enemy's  advance  was  stayed, 
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but  his  fire  continued  with  telling  effect.  Then  again,  for  some  moments,  the 
opposing  ranks  bent  backward  and  forward,  yielding  ground  alternately,  but 
recovering  it  as  promptly,  apparently  resolved  to  lose  the  last  man  in  defend- 
ing or  winning  the  position.  A  storm  of  lead  constantly  sought  the  flag,  and 
such  of  the  col  or- guard  as  had  hitherto  been  spared  were  all  either  killed  or 
wounded,  Corporal  Eeisinger,  of  Company  H,  receiving  no  less  than  three  balls. 
Sergeant  Phifer,  himself,. fell,  bleeding  from  a  mortal  wound,  but  proudly 
flaunted  the  colors  in  the  face  of  the  foe  until  death  relieved  him  of  his  charge. 
This  is  undoubtedly  the  incident  which  drew  from  General  A.  P.  Hill,  who 
was  approaching  by  the  Chambersburg  road,  the  expression  of  regret  at  the 
death  of  so  brave  a  man,  as  detailed  by  an  English  ofS.cer  in  an  article  published 
soon  after  in  Blackwood's  Magazine.  From  the  conformation  of  the  ground 
and  the  situation  of  the  McPherson  buildings,  no  other  Union  color  bearer 
could  well  have  been  visible  to  General  Hill  at  the  time. 

Almost  at  the  same  moment  that  Sergeant  Phiter  was  struck  down,  Colonel 
Huidekoper,  who  had  previously  received  a  slight  hurt  in  the  leg,  felt  his  right 
arm  shattered  by  a  ball,  and  was  forced  to  seek  the  barn  for  aid  in  applying  a 
tourniquet  and  bandaging  the  wound.  A  little  later  Adjutant  Ashurst  was 
shot  through  the  shoulder,  but  bravely  kept  the  field.  Lieutenant  Chancellor 
was  struck  in  the  thigh,  sustaining  a  painful  fracture,  from  which  death  event- 
ually resulted.  Lieutenant  Perkins,  commanding  Company  C,  was  also  wounded 
in  the  thigh,  and  Captain  Sigler  and  Lieutenant  Rose,  both  of  Company  I,  and 
Lieutenant  Sears,  of  F,  received  more  or  less  serious  injuries.  Colonel  Huide- 
koper returned  to  the  line,  which  continued  to  be  maintained,  but  pain  and 
faintness,  resulting  from  shock  and  loss  of  blood,  soon  compelled  him  to  retire. 

Nearly  one-half  of  our  original  force  had  now  been  killed  or  wounded,  and 
scarcely  an  officer  was  left  unharmed.  The  enemy  was  pressing  in  on  all  sides, 
even  from  the  woods  on  our  left,  and  the  brigade,  already  beginning  to  feel  the 
effects  of  a  cross-fire,  was  in  imminent  danger  of  capture.  At  last  Lieutenant 
Balgliesh,  of  the  brigade  staff,  brought  the  order  to  withdraw.  In  instant  re- 
treat lay  the  only  hope  of  safety,  and  that  was  now  fraught  with  peril.  Al- 
though suffering  from  his  wound.  Adjutant  Ashurst  had  pluckily  remained 
at  his  post,  and  to  him,  in  the  absence  of  field  oflicers,  all  of  whom  were  dis- 
abled, the  men  on  the  line  south  of  the  barn  naturally  looked  for  direction. 
Giving  the  order  to  fall  back,  he  assisted  Captain  Sigler — ^the  only  ofiicer  left 
with  this  part  of  the  command— in  holding  the  remnant  of  several  companies 
fairly  in  hand,  and  moved  with  them  through  the  open  field  towards  the  semi- 
nary. Sergeant  Bell,  of  Company  H,  who  had  just  been  commissioned  second 
lieutenant,  but  had  not  yet  been  mustered,  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  the 
retreat,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his  coolnoss  and  courage  throughout  the 
day.  Companies  A,  P  and  D  were  mostly  engaged  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
barn,  struggling  in  connection  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  against 
the  increasing  pressure  from  the  northwest  and  north,  when  the  order  to  retire 
was  delivered.  Colonel  Wister,  who  had  remained  on  the  field,  doing  what  he 
could  by  his  presence  and  example  to  animate  the  men,  although  prevented  by 
the  lacerated  condition  of  his  mouth  and  face  from  commanding  in  person,  at 
once  recognized  the  difllculty  of  withdrawing  this  portion  of  the  line,  and  went 
himself  to  assist  in  the  dangerous  task.  The  barn,  which  had  been  a  protection 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  engagement,  as  well  as  a  convenient  shelter  for  the 
wounded,  now  that  the  enemy  had  forced  their  way  up  to  it,  became  a  veritable 
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trap  for  our  own  men.  Those  who  were  on  the  outside  were  started  towards 
the  town,  but  a  number  had  occupied  the  building,  and  were  firing  from  every 
opening  looking  towards  their  assailants.  Besides  these,  there  were  many 
wounded  within,  and  a  sprinkling  of  stragglers  from  various  brigades  and  regi- 
ments. In  his  anxiety  to  bring  away  all  who  were  able  to  move,  the  colonel 
lingered  a  moment  too  long,  and  found  himself,  temporarily,  a  prisoner.  The 
large  number  of  those  engaged  at  this  point,  including  many  of  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-ninth,  who,  in  the  final  struggle,  were  a  good  deal  mixed  up  with 
our  own  meu,  succeeded  in  getting  away,  some  joining  the  main  group  of  the 
regiment  as  it  pushed  back  through  the  field,  others  uniting  with  a  body  of  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-ninth,  led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cwight,  which  took 
the  same,  direction.  Quite  a  number,  however,  were  cut  off  at  the  barn  or  in 
passing  the  farm-house,  by  the  rapid  closing  in  of  the  rebel  lines  on  both  sides. 
Among  these  was  Captain  Gimber,  of  Company  F,  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  headed  off  in  crossing  the  garden,  close  to  the  house.  Captain  Jones',  who, 
as  already  stated,  had  been  carried  far  to  the  left  by  the  current  of  Heth's  ad- 
vance, fell  back  with  his  company  in  good  order,  to  the  Iron  Brigade,  whose 
lines,  at  the  time,  ran  north  and  south  near  the  spot  where  Reynolds  fell.  Ser- 
geant McGinley,  of  Company  E,  with  a  handful  of  men  on  the  left  of  our  line, 
which  had  become  the  right  in  retreat,  in  turning  to  fire  at  the  pursuing  enemy, 
caught  sight  of  the  Iron  Brigade  still  maintaining  a  firm  front,  and  moving 
forward  with  his  comrades,  also  threw  in  his  lot  with  them.  The  mingled 
groups  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  took 
advantage  of  every  favorable  spot  to  make  a  defensive  stand,  and  gave  and  re- 
ceived severe  punishment.  At  a  point  nearly  midway  between  the  McPherson 
house  and  the  seminary,  where  the  ground  swells  to  the  dimensions  of  a  mod  - 
erate  hill,  the  most  determined  resistance  was  made,  and  here  a  number  of  our 
men  were  killed  or  wounded.  Among  the  former  was  First  Sergeant  Weiden- 
saul,  of  Company  D,  a  most  excellent  soldier,  whose  commission  as  lieutenant 
had  arrived  only  the  previous  day.  The  adjutant,  seeing  him  bend  over  and 
press  his  hands  to  his  body  as  if  in  pain,  called  out  to  him :  ' '  Are  you  wounded  ?' ' 
"  No,"  he  replied,  "  killed  !  "  and  half  turning,  fell  dead. 

When  capture  stared  this  devoted  band  in  the  face,  the  retreat  was  resumed 
and  continued  to  Seminary  Eidge,  where  several  batteries  had  been  put  in 
position  by  Colonel  AVainwright,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  First  Corps,  very 
scantily  supported  by  infantry.  An  urgent  appeal  to  rally  the  retiring  masses 
at  this  point  was  responded  to  with  alacrity,  and  with  the  more  solid  ranks  of 
the  Iron  Brigade,  and  the  fragments  of  Biddle's,  which  arrived  about  the  same 
time,  a  serviceable  line  was  soon  developed  behind  a  slight  breastwork  of  rails 
to  second  and  protect  the  guns.  This  position,  which  was  the  last  to  be  seri- 
ously defended,  was  attacked  by  the  converging  forces  of  the  enemy  about  4 
o'clock.  For  some  time  their  advance  wa.'i  disputed  with  success,  and  the  artil- 
lery especially,  at  short  range,  did  famous  execution.  Both  of  our  flanks,  how- 
ever were  "  in  the  air,"  and  against  the  overwhelming  odds  a  long-continued 
resistance  would  have  been  suicidal,  resulting  inevitably  in  the  bagging  or  de- 
struction of  our  entire  body.  To  prevent  this  disaster  General  Doubleday 
ordered  a  retreat  to  Cemetery  Hill — a  movement  which  by  that  time  had  be- 
come most  difficult  of  performance.  Already  the  artillery  had  lingered  too 
long,  and  in  withdrawing  was  compelled  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  enemy's 
skirmishers.  At  the  last  moment  before  leaving  the  position,  the  feeble  rem- 
47 
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nant  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  was 
called  upon  to  defend  some  pieces  long  enough  to  enable  the  horses  to  be  at- 
tached and  draw  them  away— a  service  which  was  unhesitatingly  rendered  at 
the  risk  of  distressing  losses  and  probable  capture. 

The  chances  of  escape  were  now  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  the  possibility 
of  holding  the  men  together  was  hopelessly  gone.  The  greater  portion  of  them 
were  pushed  by  the  direction  of  the  advancing  enemy  towards  the  railroad  em- 
bankment, which  afforded  protection  from  the  fire  of  the  guns  to  the  north, 
and  following  its  course  reached  the  town  in  safety.  Others  less  fortunate,  or 
less  fleet  of  foot,  were  headed  off  before  gaining  the  shelter  of  the  houses,  and 
were  made  prisoners.  Among  these  were  Captains  Widdis  and  Sigler,  and 
Lieutenants  Carpenter  and  Chatburn,  of  whom  Captain  Sigler,  by  a  clever  ruse, 
managed  to  get  away  and  rejoined  the  regiment  on  the  morning  of  the  4th. 
Even  those  who  found  themselves  in  the  closely  built  streets  were  not  beyond 
danger,  as  some  of  these  were  already  occupied  by  Ewell's  troops,  who  had  tbl- 
lowed  up  the  retreat  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  with  great  celerity,  and  kept  firing 
at  the  fugitives  wherever  seen.  Many  hair-breadth  escapes  were  made  by  leap- 
ing fences,  crossing  gardens,  or  passing  through  shops  and  dwellings,  in  order 
to  reach  streets  to  which  the  pursuing  forces  had  not  yet  penetrated.  Captain 
Jones,  who  succeeded  in  keeping  a  large  proportion  of  his  men  in  column,  re- 
lates that  in  hurrying  towards  Cemetery  Hill  he  received  a  peremptory  order  to 
halt  from  a  rebel  field  officer  riding  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  which  was 
rapidly  approaching  on  an  intersecting  street,  when  Private  Terence  O'Connor, 
of  his  own  company,  by  a  well-aimed  shot  brought  the  officer  to  the  ground,  re- 
marking :     "We  take  no  orders  from  the  likes  of  you  !  " 

Some  uncertainty  still  surrounds  the  question  of  the  manner  and  place  of 
the  capture  of  our  flag.  Corporal  Eodney  Conner,  of  Company  C,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  side  by  a  minie  ball,  early  in  the  engagement,  claims  the 
doubtful  distinction  of  having  had  it  wrested  from  his  hands  by  a  rebel  officer, 
iu  the  town,  opposite  a  stone-yard,  where  he,  with  a  number  of  others,  was 
hemmed  in  by  Ewell's  troops.  His  claim  may  be  correct,  but  his  statement 
contains  such  inaccuracies,  and  such  questionableness  of  incident,  as  would 
make  corroborative  testimony  desirable.  An  inquiry  into  the  matter,  in  the 
autumn  of  1863,  elicited  evidence  to  the  effect  that  in  the  withdrawal  from  the 
seminary  to  the  town  the  colors  Avere  in  the  keeping  of  Corporal  Gutelius,  of 
Company  D,  who  having  been  severely  wounded,  and  feeling  much  exhausted, 
sat  down  on  a  doorstep  to  rest.  A  comrade  who  was  passing  begged  him  to  let 
him  have  the  colors,  but  he  declined,  adding  with  spirit :  "  I  have  carried 
them  thus  far,  and  mean  to  carry  them  through  !  "  Unfortunately  the  enemy 
were  close  at  hand,  in  a  neighboring  street,  and  before  he  suspected  their  prox- 
imity a  company  of  skirmishers  of  a  North  Carolina  regiment  turned  the  cor- 
ner ;  a  rattle  of  musketry  was  heard,  and  the  brave  corporal  fell  dead  with  the 
flag  clasped  in  his  arms.  These  details  were  furnished  by  the  soldier  who  de- 
sired to  relieve  him  of  his  cherished  burden,  and  who.  after  witnessing  his 
death,  made  good  his  own  escape.  The  colors  were  seized  by  the  lieutenant 
commanding  the  skiimishers,  avIio,  subsequently,  in  the  same  battle,  received 
:i  morral  wound,  but  who,  befoi'e  his  death,  requested  their  transmission  to  the 
President  of  the  Confederacy.  Governor  Vance,  of  North  Carolina,  as  after- 
wards appeared,  sent  them  to  Davis,  with  a  letter  stating  that  they  had  been 
captured  from  a  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  which  the  lieutenant  (mentioning  his 
name)  had  "put  to  flight  with  a  handful  of  sharpshooters  !  " 
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By  5  o'clock  the  troops  of  the  First  Corps  were  in  position  on  Cemetery  Hil], 
to  the  left  of  Steiuwehr's  Division  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  and  somewhat  to  his 
rear.  The  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  iiftieth  were  at  first  gathered  in  two 
groups  of  nearly  equal  size,  within  a  short  distance  of  each '  other,  hut  each 
ignorant  of  the  other's  proximity,  and  each  supposing  itself  to  be  all  that  was 
left  of  the  regiment.  The  true  state  of  the  case  was  soon  discovered,  however, 
and  the  fusion  of  the  two  bodies  was  the  occasion  of  much  satisfaction.  The 
aggregate  number  reached  eighty-six,  including  Captain  Jones  and  Lieutenant 
Kilgore,  the  only  remaining  commissioned  officers.  Before  nightfall  the  Twelfth 
Corps  had  arrived,  and  the  Third  was  reported  near  at  hand,  so  that  the  sorely 
tried  troops  who  had  borne  the  brunt  of  the  day  were  able  to  repose  on  thei-r 
arms  with  some  sense  of  security. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  a  number  of  missing  men  came  in,  increasing  the 
roll  for  duty  to  about  one  hundred  and  nine.  After  the  fighting  began  the 
regiment  was  posted,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  in  support  of  some  bat- 
teries on  Cemetery  Hill,  between  the  Taneytown  road  and  the  cemetery, 
some  of  our  men  assisting  to  pass  the  ammunition,  as  the  artillery  was  short 
handed.  About  6  p.  m.  the  brigade  double-quicked  to  the  left,  down  the 
Taneytown  road,  halting  opposite  the  right  of  the  Third  Corps,  where  the  situa- 
tion was,  at  the  time,  alarming.  Humphreys'  Division  had  been  forced  back 
from  its  advanced  position  at  and  beyond  the  Emmitsburg  road,  and  the  rebels 
were  making  a  bold  push  to  gain  possession  of  Cemetery  Ridge  at  this  point, 
and  on  the  left  of  Hancock's  Corps.  The  brigade  formed  line  of  battle  in  rear 
of  Humphreys,  and  bayonets  were  fixed  for  a  charge,  but  by  a  desperate  effort 
the  enemy  were  repulsed  by  the  front  line,  and  the  order  to  charge  was  with- 
held. 

A  little  later  the  One  hundred  and  ibrty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
were  ordered  to  advance  to  the  Emmitsburg  road  and  develop  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. Deploying  as  skirmishers,  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  in  sup- 
port, the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  moved  forward  and  presently  secured  two 
guns  which  had  been  taken  by  the  enemy  during  the  afternoon.  General 
Doubleday,  in  hisofiicial  report,  after  mentioning  the  recovery  of  four  guns  of 
a  regular  battery  by  a,  portion  of  the  Thirteenth  Vermont,  adds:  ''Shortly 
afterwards  I  sent  out  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and 
fiftieth  Regiments  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  sent  in  two  additional  guns 
taken  from  the  enemy,  after  a  .short  and  spirited  engagement  close  to  his  line 
of  battle." 

The  regiment  continued  its  advance  in  the  growing  darkness,  until  the  right 
impinged  on  the  Emmitsburg  road,  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  Codori  House, 
when  it  was  fired  upon,  and,  after  exchanging  a  few  rounds,  fell  back  by  order. 
Under  fresh  instructions  the  two  regiments  remained  on  the  field  as  pickets, 
again  advancing  until  the  right  of  the  line  rested  on  the  Emmitsburg  road. 
At  dawn  of  the  3d  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  was  subjected  to  a  severe  fire 
of  shells  from  one  or  two  guns  posted  in  an  orchard  to  the  left  front,  which  was 
continued  at  intervals  until  it  was  relieved.  In  returning  to  the  lines,  between 
7  and  S  o'clock,  the  regiment  moved  left  in  front,  and  Company  A  suffered 
severely  from  the  artillery  fire,  losing  two  men  killed  and  one  mortally  wounded. 
On  reaching  the  position  assigned  the  regiment  in  line,  Sergeant  Evans,  of  Com- 
pany F,  and  several  others  were  wounded  by  an  exploding  shell. 

The  cannonade  which  preceded  Pickett's  charge  is  lemembered,  by  all  who. 
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were  exposed  to  it,  as  something  unexampled.  While  it  was  in  progress  the 
One  hundred  and  fiftieth  was  joined,  on  the  right,  by  a  detachment  of  Berdan's 
sharpshooters,  and  when  the  assault  came,  these  and  the  right  companies  of 
our  regiment  found  themselves  sufficiently  unmasked  by  the  front  line  of  battle 
to  open  an  effective  fire  on  the  enemy. 

From  this  brief  outline  of  the  operations  of  July  2  and  3,  whose  incidents 
were  furnished  chiefly  by  Sergeant  William  E.  Ramsey — himself  a  participant 
in  as  well  as  an  intelligent  observer  of  all  that  took  place — and  corroborated 
by  Captain  (now  colonel)  Jones,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  One  hundred  and 
fiftieth,  although  reduced  to  a  comparative  handful  by  its  terrible  exposure  on 
the  first  day,  performed  full  measure  of  duty  on  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the 
2d.  receiving  due  mention  for  its  share  in  the  episode  of  the  captured  guns,  and 
being  quoted  as  "  remaining  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy  all  night."  It 
was  also  permitted  to  assist,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  in  the  repulse  of  a 
force  whose  success  would  have  jeopardized  the  cause  of  the  Union,  but  whose 
signal  overthrow  gave  us  the  victory  and  lifted  a  crushing  weight  of  anxiety 
from  the  heart  of  the  Nation.  The  misfortunes  of  the  first  day  could  be  re- 
garded with  serenity,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  results  of  the  third. 
Those  misfortunes  were  inevitable,  on  account  of  the  disparity  of  the  forces  en- 
gaged ;  and  it  is  glory  enough  for  a  feeble  line  of  battle,  without  supports,  to 
have  held  its  own  for  hours  against  thrice  its  number,  giving  such  vigorous 
blows  as  to  impress  an  overbearing  enemy  with  the  belief  that  he  was  contend- 
ing against  a  great  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  But  for  that  prolonged 
and  valorous  resistance,  with  its  brilliant  incidents,  the  position  which  did  so 
much  to  assure  our  final  success  would  have  been  lost  to  us,  and  the  situation 
and  results  might  have  been  reversed.  But  for  a  stubborn  straggle  against 
visibly  superior  numbers,  continued  long  after  the  day's  issue  was  recognized 
to' be  hopeless,  and  until  half  of  the  defensive  force  lay  dead  or  wounded,  the 
enemy  might  easily  have  wedged  himself  between  our  advancing  corps — the 
Twelfth  and  Third — destroyed  or  scattered  them,  and  moved  on  to  visit  the 
same  fate  upon  the  rest  of  our  army.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  possibilities  of 
disaster  which  might  have  sprung  from  a  failure  to  strike  the  enemy  when 
and  where  he  was  first  met,  or  from  a  premature  withdrawal  from  the  first  day's 
lines  to  the  seductive  heights  of  Cemetery  Ridge  ! 

We  may  be  forgiven  if  wc  sometimes  indulge  in  speculations  as  to  what 
might  have  happened  if  Reynolds,  the  eagle-eyed,  the  swift  to  plan  and  bold 
to  execute,  the  embodiment  of  all  soldierly  virtues,  had  lived  to  hover  along 
the  lines  and  control  the  movements  of  the  first  day's  fight.  His  presence,  we 
know,  would  have  inspired  in  the  ranks  a  confidence  and  aggressive  dash  which 
could  hardly  have  failed  of  more  brilliant  results.  That  even  wich  his  life  and 
person  spared,  the  ground  could  have  been  held,  it  would  be  folly  to  claim,  when 
the  enemy's  numerical  superiority  is  considered.  So  far,  at  least,  as  the  First 
Corps  is  concerned,  the  troops  did  the  utmost  that  was  in  them,  in  a  defensive 
way,  and  were  handled  with  acknowledged  skill  by  General  Doubleday,  who, 
although  second  in  command  on  the  field  after  the  arrival  of  General  Howard, 
stamped  far  more  of  his  personality  upon  the  fight  than  the  latter. 

Of  the  conduct  of  our  own  regiment  at  Gettysburg — if  one  of  our  number 
should  simply  repeat  one-half  of  the  words  of  commendation  that  have  been 
written  or  spoken  by  others,  he  might,  perchance,  be  accused  of  vain  boasting. 
We  can  afford  to  rest  our  reputation  upon  the  facts  which  have  passed  into  the 
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keeping  of  history,  and  be  content.  It  was  a  great  battle— one  of  (he  notable 
struggles  of  modern  times— and  each  of  ns  to  whom  it  was  permitted  to  share, 
in  however  modest  a  way,  in  its  perils  and  glories,  may  well  feel  a  glow  of  sat- 
isfaction in  his  breast  at  the  thought  of  having  contributed  something  towards 
the  final  victory.  What  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  contributed  is  written 
here  upon  this  sculptured  stone.  Upon  this  field  of  Gettysburg,  chiefly  on  the 
first  of  those  anxious  days  of  carnage,  and  for  the  most  part  within  musket 
range  of  this  spot,  fifty -three  of  our  immediate  comrades,  or  over  thirteen  and 
one-half  per  cent,  of  our  actual  number,  went  suddenly  to  their  death,  or  re- 
ceived injuries  which  within  a  few  hours,  or  days  at  most,  carried  them  to  their 
graves.  While  the  inscription  places  the  number  of  our  wounded  at  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  or  nearly  thirty-four  per  cent,  of  the  entire  command,  the 
figures  should  really  be  greater,  for  of  the  seventy-seven  recorded  as  "missing," 
many  were  wounded  and  subsequently  turned  up  in  army  hospitals.  In  the 
confusion  which  marked  the  final  stages  of  the  first  day's  operations,  and  es- 
pecially the  retreat  from  the  seminary  through  the  town,  it  was  impossible  to 
ascertain  with  accuracy  the  names  of  all  the  wounded  ;  and  the  report  which 
went  in  immediately  after  the  battle  was  far  from  reliable.  We  are,  therefore, 
entirely  safe  in  claiming  that  of  the  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  officers 
and  men  who  went  into  action  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  upwards  of  fifty  per 
cent,  were  either  killed  or  wounded  during  the  three  days'  struggle — a  propor- 
tion of  casualties  equalled  by  a  very  few  of  the  other  regiments  engaged. 

And  now,  after  the  lapse  of  twenty-six  years,  we  find  ourselves  again  upon 
this  field,  not,  as  then,  clothed  in  the  habiliments  of  war,  with  weapons  in  our 
hands  to  do  the  work  of  death,  but  in  the  hour  and  garb  of  profoundest  peace, 
to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  those  who  here  sealed  their  devotion  to  their 
country  with  their  lives.  As  pious  pilgrims,  who  have  reached  the  shrine  be- 
fore which  their  ofierings  are  to  be  laid,  and  realize  that  they  stand  upon  hal- 
lowed ground,  we  bare  our  heads  to-day  in  the  presence  of  this  tablet,  and  amid 
the  whirl  of  emotions,  happy  and  sad,  begotten  of  our  surroundings,  bring  to 
our  departed  comrades  the  incense  of  a  pure  soldierly  admiration — the  tribute 
of  an  undying  soldierly  affection.  To  them  we  dedicate  this  monument — the 
appropriate  gift  of  a  great  and  generous  State,  whose  soil  was  here  finally  freed 
from  hostile  invasion.  Here  may  it  forever  stand  as  a  token  of  their  valor, 
of  their  unswerving  loyalty,  of  the  highest  devotion  which  the  citizen  may 
offer  to  the  republic;  teaching — with  the  many  grand  memorials  on  this  field — 
to  the  youth  of  each  succeeding  generation  a  lesson  of  patriotism  which  shall 
make  our  government  as  firm  and  enduring  as  the  imperishable  granite. 

And  while  with  mingled  feelings  of  joy  and  sorrow  we  dedicate  this  monu- 
ment to  those  of  our  number  who  here  laid  down  their  lives  in  behalf  of  their 
country,  a  grateful  Commonwealth,  proud  of  the  record  of  her  soldiery  in  this 
battle,  and  mindful  of  their  sacrifices  during  long  years  of  sanguinary  strife, 
more  broadly  dedicates  it  to  the  memory  of  the  services  of  her  One  hundred  and 
fiftieth  Eegiment  of  the  line,  living  and  dead. 
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ADDRESS.  — "ORGANIZATION    OF   THE  BUCKTAIL    BRIGADE,"   BY 
SERGEANT  WM.  R.  RAMSE\ 


I 


ADIES  and  gentlemen,  friends  and  comrades  of  the  One  hundred  and  fif- 
tieth regiment :  In  arranging  the  programme  for  our  dedicatory  ceremo- 
/  nies,  it  was  thought  proper  to  have  read  a  short  sketch  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Bucktail  brigade,  showing  our  right,  title  and  interest  in  the 
name  of  Bucktail. 

Before  reading  the  papers  relating  to  the  organization  of  the  brigade,  I  shall 
refer,  briefly,  to  a  few  points  which  will  explain  why  the  Memorial  Commit- 
tee decided  to  present  this  subject  to  your  notice  at  this  time. 

For  many  years  certain  members  of  the  "Old  Bucktails  "  have  asserted  that 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  regiments 
have  no  right  to  the  name  of  Bucktail ;  newspaper  articles  have  appeared  from 
time  to  time  sneering  at  our  pretensions  and  stigmatizing  us  as  bogus  Buck- 
tails. 

No  notice  of  the  matter  was  taken  by  our  regimental  association  because  of 
its  unofficial  character. 

We  were,  as  an  organization,  for  the  first  time  brought  into  contact  with 
this  claim  of  the  original  Bucktails  in  October,  1877,  when  the  Memorial  Com- 
mittee of  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  presented  to  the  State  Board  of  Com- 
missioners the  design  and  inscription  for  our  state  monument. 

In  the  inscription  the  regiment  was  described  as  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers — Bucktails.  This  was  objected  to  by  the 
board,  on  the  ground  that  the  First  Pennsylvania  Rifles  claimed  that  their 
regiment  alone  had  a  right  to  the  name  of  Bucktail. 

The  matter  was  finally  settled  by  describing  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  regiments  as  the  First  and  Second  regi- 
ments, Bucktail  brigade. 

In  December,  1888,  the  Memorial  Committee  of  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
came  into  possession  of  a  pamphlet  containing  an  account  of  the  first  annual 
reunion  of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  held  at  "Williamsport,  Penn- 
sylvania, October  21  and  22,  1887. 

After  the  adoption  of  a,  constitution  a  committee  on  resolutions  was  ap- 
pointed, which  reported,  among  others,  this:  "Being  informed  that  other 
regiments  have  in  contemplation  designs  for  monuments  to  be  erected  on  the 
battlefield  of  Gettysburg,  in  the  inscriptions  on  which  they  will  be  designated 
as  '  Bucktail'  regiments,  we,  therefore,  hereby  enter  our  most  emphatic  protest 
against  the  use  of  the  name  or  designation  of  '  Bucktail'  by  any  other  regiment. 
There  was  but  one  Bucktail  regiment,  viz.,  the  First  Rifles,  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serves. 

"They  were  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  wear  the  bucktail  as  a 
distinctive  badge,  and  no  other  regiment  has  such  authority  to  wear  the  badge, 
or  any  just  right  to  claim  the  title  or  designation.'' 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  without  change. 

This  action  of  the  old  Bucktails  being  official,  the  Memorial  Committee  of  the 
<^)ne  hundred  and  fiftieth  deemed  it  advisable  to  collect  all  the  evidence  possi- 
ble iu  support  of  our  claim  to  the  same. 
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The  secretary  was  instructed  to  communicate  with  General  lioy  Stone  and 
ascertain  what  papers,  if  any,  he  had  which  would  be  of  service. 

General  Stone  promptly  replied  and  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
mittee all  the  letters  and  documents  in  his  possession.  I  have  here  copies  of 
all  the  proofs  obtained  by  the  committee  and  will  now  read  them. 

Bates,  in  his  History  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  says  :  "  The  efficient  ser- 
vice rendered  by  the  original  Bucktails  as  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters,  dur- 
ing the  first  year  of  the  war,  caused  a  desire  that  more  troops  like  them  should 
be  brought  into  the  field. 

Colonel  McNeil,  in  writing  to  Governor  Curtin  from  Harrison's  Landing, 
says  :  "  A  Bucktail  brigade  of  light  infantry  would  reflect  additional  honors 
on  the  old  Commonwealth." 

In  conformity  with  this  sentiment,  which  was  iterated  by  many  general  offi- 
cers, the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  Major  Stone  to  proceed  to  Pennsylvania 
in  July,  1862,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  Bucktail  brigade. 

In  less  than  twenty  days  twenty  companies  were  organized,  and  soon  after- 
wards the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  regi- 
ments were  formed. 

At  this  juncture,  and  while  other  companies  were  being  rapidly  recruited 
and  reported  at  the  general  rendezvous  at  Harrisburg,  and  a  fair  prospect  ex- 
isted of  having  a  third  and  even  a  fourth  regiment  in  the  brigade,  the  rebel 
army  invaded  Maryland,  and  these  two  regiments  were  suddenly  ordered  to 
Washington. 

The  troops  composing  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred 
and  fiftieth  were  from  the  counties  of  Potter,  Tioga.  Lycoming,  Clearfield, 
Clarion,  Lebanon,  Allegheny,  Luzerne,  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Crawford,  Union, 
McKean  and  Philadelphia. 

The  men  were  well-formed,  of  hardy  habits,  skilled  in  the  use  of  the  rifle, 
and  wore  the  bucktail,  as  did  the  men  whose  name  they  adopted. 

After  reaching  Washington  the  Bucktail  troops  remained  on  duty  in  and 
about  the  city  until  the  middle  of  February,  1863,  when  they  were  ordered  to 
the  front  and  proceed  to  Belle  Plain,  Virginia,  where  a  brigade  was  formed, 
consisting  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth.  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  and 
One  hundred  and  forty-third  Pennsylvania  regiments,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Stone,  which  became  the  Second,  of  the  Third  Division,  First  Corps." 

In  a  list  of  ' '  Synonyms, ' '  published  by  authority  of  the  War  Department 
in  1885,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  are 
described  as  the  Second  and  Third  Bucktails,  or  First  and  Second  regiments, 
Bucktail  brigade. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Virginia,  July  7, 1863. 

Special  Orders,  No.  196. 

9.  Major  Boy  Stone,  First  Pennsylvania  Eifle  Reserves,  is  detailed  on  the  recruiting 

service  and  will  report  for  instructions  to  the  superintendent  ot  the  recruiting-  service 

(or  Pennsylvania.  „  ,,  „ 

By  command  of  Manor  General  McClbllan. 

Headquarters  First  Biples,  P.  B.  V.  C, 
Harrison's  Landing,  Virginia,  Sth  July,  1862. 
Hon.  A.  G.  Curtin,  Oovemor  of  Pennsylvania  ; 

Sir:  Major  Stone  returns  to  Pennsylvania  on  the  recruiting  service.  During 
the  severe  engagements  of  the  past  few  days  my  regiment  was  in  the  hottest  of  the 
flght,  under  the  command  of  Major  Stone.   The  generals  of  the  Eeserve  Corps  speak  in 
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the  higest  terms  of  its  effloiency,  and  of  the  distinguished  gallantry  of  that  accomplished 
officer.  Where  the  *'  Bucktails  "  fought  there  was  no  giving  way  of  our  lines,  and 
where  the  major  would  bring  up  his  Spartan  Band,  their  brigades  would  re-form  and 
hold  their  positions.  General  Seymour  says  that  he  cannot  spare  a  battalion  of  such 
veterans  from  the  service,  and  is  desirous  that  its  strength  be  at  once  re-established. 

The  name  of  "  Bucktail "  has  become  a  terror  to  the  enemy,  and  an  inspiration  to 
our  own  men.  J  can  speak  impartially  of  the  brave  fellows,  as  it  was  not  my  privilege 
to  lead  them,  and  as  to  the  major,  to  him  is  immediately  due  the  credit  of  the  heroic 
conduct  on  the  Peninsula.  A  more  extended  organization  would  be  greatly  advanta- 
geous to  the  service. 

A  Bucktail  brigade  of  light  infantry  would  reflect  additional  honors  on  the  old  Com- 
monwealtn  and  the  executive  that  has  given  the  Pennsylvania  army  to  the  country. 
I  hope  that  you  may  authorize  Major  Stone  to  recruit  a  brigade,  to  be  attached  to  the 
Reserve  Corps.  He  has  won  his  title  to  such  a  command  by  brilliant  achievements  on 
the  field  that  has  elicited  the  commendation  of  his  general  officers,  and  has  a  reputa- 
tion even  with  McClellan. 

I  am.  Governor, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Hugh  W.  McNeil, 
Colonel  Commanding  Rifles. 

Harbison's  Landing,  8th  July,  1862. 
Dear  Theo.  : 

Major  Stone  has  proven  himself  a  hero  in  the  battles  before  Kichmoud.  He  goes  to 
Pennsylvania  to  recruit  our  Spartan  Band,  now  much  reduced.  He  is  likely  to  re- 
ceive authority  from  the  department  and  the  Governor  to  raise  a  "  Bucktail "  brigade. 
General  Seymour  commends  him  for  that  purpose.  I  would  be  greatly  delighted  that 
he  should  succeed.  He  has  won,  on  the  field,  a  title  to  a  superior  command,  and  proved 
himself  eminently  qualified. 
If  any  "red  tape"  is  required  T  shall  ask  your  influence  in  the  proper  quarter. 

Yours  very  truly, 

H .  W.  McNeil, 
'  Colonel  Commanding  Rifles. 

Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Militia, 
Adjutant  General's  Department, 
Harrisburo,  November  14, 1862. 
Colonel  Boy  Stone,  One  hundred  and  fortu-ninth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
Washington,  D.  G. . 

Colonel:  On  my  arrival,  last  evening,  from  Pittsburgh,  I  found  your  favor  of  12tb 
inst. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  certified  copy  of  Colonel  McNeil's  original  letters,  one 
of  the  documents  to  which  you  refer.  The  other,  very  strong  and  complimentary  let- 
ter from  Brigadier-General  Seymour,  I  regret  to  say  has  become  misplaced,  and  I  am 
unable  now  to  lay  my  hands  upon  it ;  it  was,  I  know,  taken  from  the  files,  on  several 
occasions,  for  reference,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  found  as  soon  as  Mr.  Moore,  the 
clerk  having  charge  of  the  files,  returns  to  his  desk.    You  shall  then  have  a  copy. 

Very  truly,  etc., 

A.  L.  Russell, 

Adjutant  General  Pennsylvania. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  13.  1862. 
Telegram  to  General  Russell, 

For  Major  ROY  Stone. 
Having  just  seen  authorities  here  and  corrected  the  error  induced  by  inquiries  and 
protests  of  Colonel  Kane.    If  General  Russell  advises,  publish  Governor's  authority. 
Am  expecting  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Russell. 

J.  H.  Puleston. 

Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  16, 1862. 
To  Major  Roy  Stone  : 

Major  :  There  is  no  occasion  for  doubt  or  misunderstanding  as  to  the  Bucktail  bri- 
gade. The  Secretary  of  War  gave  the  assurance  that  the  Bucktail  regiments,  if  raised 
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by  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  would  be  accepted  and  kept  together  as  one  brigade. 
This  assurance  was  based  upon  the  request  of.Adjutant  General  Russell,  made  through 
me.  There  can  be  no  difficulty  or  misunderstanding  about  the  matter  ;  especially  as 
you  have  also  the  authority  of  the  Superintendent  of  Beoruiting  Service  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  whom  you  were  ordered  by  General  McClellan  to  report. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  H.  POLESTON, 

Military  Agent  of  Pennsylvania. 


DEDICATION   OF  MONUMENT 

151^^  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

July  i.  1888 
ADDRESS   OF   COLONEL  GEO.  F.  McFARLAND 

COMRADES  :— We  meet  this  beautiful  Sabbath  day,  this  first  day  of  July, 
1888,  at  3  p.  m.,  the  very  hour  when,  twenty-five  years  ago,  we  were 
engaged  in  severe  and  deadly  battle  with  a  brave  and  determined, 
though  mistaken  foe,  for  the  preservation  of  our  National  Union,  and 
the  inestimable  blessings  it  secures. 

We  meet  on  the  verj'  line  on  which  we  fought,  and  to  dedicate  a  monument 
to  suitably  mark  this,  to  us,  sacred  spot,  for  the  information  and  inspiration  of 
future  generations.  We  may  do  this  with  somewhat  of  pride  because  of  the 
now  fully  acknowledged  importance  of  the  part  our  regiment  took  in  the  very 
important  battle  of  Gettysburg.  But  we  believe  it  is  pardonable  pride,  because 
not  only  our  own  beloved  country,  but  the  whole  world  was  benefited  by  the 
victory  we  helped  to  win  here.  Though  we  did  not  know  its  full  import  then, 
we  now  know  that  we  helped  to  decide,  let  us  hope  for  all  time  to  come,  that  a 
Nation  dedicated  to  the  principle  that  all  men  are  free,  should  live  and  grow, 
and  spread  throughout  all  the  world  its  benign  influence  and  encouraging  ex- 
periences. 

We  met  with  full  ranks  on  both  sides,  but  the  terrible  battle  of  that  hour 
sadly  thinned  both  ranks.  In  fact,  since  the  official  reports  have  found  their 
way  into  print,  we  learn  that  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  lost  more  men  than  any  regiment  in  the  Union  army  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  that  the  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina  Confeder- 
ate Regiment,  which  fought  us,  lost  more  than  any  other  regiment  in  the  Con- 
federate army  in  this  same  battle.  This  sad  pre-eminence  shows  as  nothing 
else  could,  the  splendid  condition  of  our  regiment,  the  heroism  with  which  it 
maintained  its  position  under  the  most  destructive  fire,  and  the  effectiveness 
with  which  it  returned  this  fire.  Comrades,  with  this  record,  now  established 
as  a  matter  of  history,  why  should  not  our  hearts  swell  with  pride  for  our  gal- 
lant regiment  ? 

It  is  not  my  purpose  in  this  address  to  eulogize  the  work  Of  that  hour.  It 
having  been  my  fortune  to  lead  you,  and  to  suffer  with  you,  I  must  leave 
others  to  pass  judgment  upon  our  deeds.  However,  the  truth  of  history  de- 
mands a  recital  of  the  facts,  and  these  I  will  briefly  give  : 

The  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry 
was  composed  of  Companies  A  and  C  from  Susquehanna  county,  B  from  Pike 
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county,  D  from  Juniata  county,  E,  G,  H  and  K  from  Berks  county  and  I  from 
Schuylkill  county.  It  was  mustered  into  service  in  October,  1862,  and  organ- 
ized in  Camp  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ,  and  marched  from  that  camp  to  Wash- 
ington about  nine  hundred  strong.  Its  rank  and  file  came  largely  from  small 
towns  and  rural  districts,  representing  mostly  solid,  intelligent  working  men 
who  enlisted  with  no  state,  and  but  with  little  local  bounty,  because  they  saw 
the  time  had  come  when  they  were  needed  at  the  front.  In  an  article  I  wrote 
for  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  at  that  time,  I  enumerated  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  school  teachers  in  its  ranks. 

"With  very  little  delay  the  regiment  marched  to  Union  Mills,  Virginia,  where 
it  was  subjected  to  very  severe  drill  and  arduous  picket  duty  until  the  middle 
of  February,  1863.  It  was  then  transferred  to  Belle  Plain  Landing  where  it 
was  placed  in  the  Fii-st  Brigade,  Third  Division  (Doubleday),  First  Corps 
(Reynolds).  Here  drill  and  picket  duty  continued  with  such  marked  benefi- 
cial results  that  General  Reynolds  frequently  complimented  it  for  good  marks- 
manship and  soldierly  qualities. 

Here  occurred  an  incident  that  added  much  to  its  distinctive  efficiency  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg.  New  Springfield  rifles  were  issued,  and  almost  by  acci- 
dent I  learned  that  men  who  could  knock  the  eye  out  of  a  squirrel  or  take  the 
head  ofl"  a  bird  in  the  woods  at  home  with  old  smooth-bore  rifles  were  uncertain 
of  hitting  a  five  foot  target  with  their  Springfield  rifles.  I  saw  at  once  they  were 
unfit  to  meet  in  deadly  battle  the  well-drilled  enemy,  until  they  were  entirely 
familiar  with  their  weapons  and  confident  of  their  power  to  use  them  efficiently. 
I  therefore  took  every  occasion,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  to  secure  target 
practice,  being  once  summoned  to  General  Reynolds'  headquarters  to  answer 
for  firino-  permitted  near  my  picket  line  out  of  hours.  But  the  result  justified 
the  means,  and  my  men  entered  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  good  marksmen, 
pleased  with  their  guns  and  conscious  of  the  power  to  hold  their  own  with  any 
enemy  they  might  meet.  A  Confederate  major  admitted  to  me  while  I  was 
lying  in  the  hospital,  a  loss  of  500  killed  and  wounded  in  our  front,  and  official 
figures  make  it  more. 

We  participated  in  the  Chancellorsville  campaign,  being  subjected  to  severe 
marches  and  much  hardship.  Our  severest  work  was  as  skirmishers  in  front 
of  the  right  wing  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  during  which  time  we  captured 
some  200  prisoners. 

Time  will  not  permit  more  than  the  mere  statement  of  services  and  severe 
marches  which  resulted  in  placing  us  in  camp  in  George  Spangler's  woods, 
midway  between  Emmitsburg  and  Gettysburg,  on  the  30th  of  June,  where 
"  we  mustered  for  pay." 

After  breakfast  the  next  morning,  July  1,  we  received  orders  to  march,  and 
we  were  soon  on  our  way  to  Gettysburg,  marching  up  Wilioaghby  Run  and  com- 
ing upon  the  field  south  of  the  Theological  Seminary  just  in  time  to  see  our 
much-loved  General  Reynolds  carried  to  the  rear  in  a-dying  condition.  Many 
a  tear  fell  at  the  sight  of  his  stretcher. 

We  supported  Cooper's  Battery,  moving  from  place  to  place  to  avoid  artil- 
lery fire,  as  occasion  required.  About  noon  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first 
Regiment  was  detached  from  its  brigade  (then  Biddle's)  and  held  in  reserve, 
the  only  reserve  of  the  First  Corps.  In  this  capacity  wc  changed  front  fre- 
quently to  escape  the  enemy's  severe  artillery  fire,  occupying  positions  south 
and  west  of  the  Seminary  Grove. 
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About  3  p.  m.  General  Rowley  ordered  me  to  move  the  regiment  to  a  position 
between  the  Iron  Brigade  on  our  right  and  Biddle's  Brigade  on  our  left,  in  the 
then  line  of  battle,  a  gap  having  been  made  by  the  losses  these  commands  had 
sustained.  Our  position  in  line  was  such  that  Company  D  exactly  covered  the 
woods,  in  the  apex  of  which  General  Reynolds  had  been  killed  about  10 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  Colonel  Vance's  Confederate  Regiment,  full  800 
strong,  and  fresh,  was  in  our  immediate  front.  Up  to  that  timfe  our  losses  had 
been  light,  but  before  we  halted  in  line  our  men  began  to  fall,  and  our  losses 
of  eighty-one  killed  and  181  wounded,  nearly  all,  occurred  here  within  perhaps 
forty  minutes. 

Remembering  my  caution  of  several  hours  before,  no  volley  was  tired,  but 
each  man  fired  as  he  saw  an  enemy  he  could  cover,  and  I  am  here  to  say  more 
deadly  work  could  not  have  been  done,  as  the  losses  on  both  sides  j)roved. 
Men  fell  thick  and  fast  in  our  front.  An  attempt  to  flank  us  on  our  left  was 
quickly  stopped  oy  our  unerring  oblique  fire.  The  enemy  lay  partly  con- 
cealed in  the  point  of  woods  immediately  in  front  of  Company  D — yon  woods 
in  which  our  brave  Reynolds  had  fallen  a  few  hours  earlier,  and  where  his 
monument  now  stands.  But  our  men  coolly  waited  until  they  saw  an  exposed 
enemy  and  then  brought  him  to  the  ground.  Expressions  like  "there  he 
goes,"  "I  brought  my  man,"  etc.,  were  heard,  and  men  loaded  more  cheerfully 
because  another  gun  less  was  lett  to  send  its  leaden  hail  into  our  exposed 
ranks. 

In  battle  all  our  senses  are  quickened,  and  moments  seem  to  contain  many 
times  sixty  seconds.  It  is  therefore  hard  to  estimate  time.  But  in  a  few  mo- 
ments after  we  halted  in  line  our  right  was  exposed,  the  Iron  Brigade,  which 
had  gallantly  fought  many  hours  and  had  suffered  many  losses,  taking  our  ar- 
rival as  a  relief,  fell  back,  thus  uncovering  our  right.  The  enemy's  line  ex- 
tended tar  beyond  to  the  left,  and  soon  beat  back  the  small  regiments  there, 
much  reduced  by  losses,  thus  exposing  our  left.  Thus,  while  I  felt  we  were 
holding  the  lines  in  our  front  in  check  handsomely,  I  could  not  close  my  eyes 
to  the  galling  fire  on  both  flanks,  which  was  doing  far  more  execution  than 
that  from  the  front.  Besides  the  enemy's  line  on  our  left  was  slowly  swinging 
around  us,  threatening  to  cut  off  our  retreat. 

Receiving  no  orders  to  retire,  I  held  my  regiment  in  position  until  nearly 
every  third  man  had  fallen.  Then,  seeing  no  Union  troops  coming  to  our  re- 
lief, but  that  our  right  and  centre  had  fallen  back,  as  well  as  the  brigade  on 
the  left,  I  gave  the  order  to  retire,  firing. 

As  we  slowly  retreated  the  enemy  did  not  immediately  follow  us,  but,  as  we 
afterward  learned,  waited  for  a  fresh  brigade  to  come  up.  This  was  Perrin's 
Brigade  of  five  South  Carolina  regiments. 

After  we  reached  the  Theological  Seminary  Grove,  halted  and  took  position 
behind  the  rail  entrenchment  erected  in  the  morning  by  Robinson's  troops, 
this  brigade,  with  Scales'  large  brigade  on  its  left,  attacked  us  fiercely,  the 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina,  Colonel  Brown,  in  our  immediate  front.  For  ten 
or  more  minutes  we  successfully  contested  the  position,  breaking  the  lines  in 
front  from  our  better  position  behind  the  intrenchment  and  the  trees  of  the 
grove.  But  the  enemy  extended  far  to  our  left  and  soon  made  it  impossible 
for  us  to  remain  longer  in  our  enfiladed  position,  and  I  ordered  our  regiment 
back  in  time  to  escape  the  flank  fire. 

My  horse  had  been  shot  under  me,  but  I  still  remained  unhurt.     I  aceom- 
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panied  my  regiment  back  to  within  a  rod  or  two  of  the  north  end  of  the  semi- 
nary, then  stopped,  and  stooping  down  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy  before  passing^ 
beyond  the  building,  thus  facing  the  front,  I  received  the  volley  from  the  lett 
flankj  from  which  I  had  saved  the  regiment  by  ordering  it  back.  This  fire 
knocked  both  legs  from  under  me,  badly  shattering  both,  and  I  fell  over  on 
my  left  side  towards  the  enemy,  then  directly  opposite  the  south  end  of  the 
Seminary  building,  which  is  seventy  feet  in  length.  This  was  Colonel  Brown's 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  and  he  saw  me  fall,  as  he  told  me  nine- 
teen years  afterwards.  The  other  part  of  this  regiment,  under  the  major, 
passed  the  north  end  of  the  building.  One  of  my  boys  carried  me  in  the  north 
end  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  while  the  Confederates  came  in  the  south 
end.  The  shattered  remnant  of  our  regiment  went  to  the  rear,  the  enemy  pur- 
suing. 

Captain  Owens  took  command  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Eegiment, 
and  handled  it  well  on  the  2d,  and  fought  with  it  bravely  on  the  3d  in  helping 
to  repel  Pickett's  charge. 

But  I  must  close.  Dear  comrades,  many  of  us  have  met  each  other  to-day 
for  the  first  time  since  the  battle,  and  may  never  see  each  other  again.  We 
can  return  to  our  homes,  feeling  satisfied  with  our  record  and  grateful  to  the 
great  state,  whose  sons  we  are,  for  this  handsome  monument  to  permanently 
mark  the  spot  so  sacred  to  ns  all.  These  thoughts  will  serve  to  soothe  the 
evening  of  our  lives.  But  as  we  fight  the  battle  over  with  our  friends  let  us 
not  forget  to  impress  upon  all,  especially  the  young,  the  great  principles  for 
which  we  fought  and  suffered. 


ADDRESS  OF  JOHN  B,   BACHELDER,  ESQ. 

MR.  PRESIDENT  : — It  gives   me  great  pleasure  to  accept   on  behalf 
of  the  Gettysburg  Battlefield  Memorial   Asssooiation    this   elegant 
monument,  erected  to  mark  the  position  of   the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  one  of  the  most  gallaut 
regiments  Avhich  ever  served  in  the  Array  of  the  Potomac.     And  I  assure  you, 
sir,  it  shall  recei  ve  from  our  Association  the  most  watchful  care. 

I  congratulate  you,  veterans  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  upon  the  proud  record  which  your  regiment  made  in  this  great 
historic  battle.  When  I  speak  those  words,  you  who  are  left  of  this  command 
understand  their  import  ;  but  to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who,  by  your 
presence,  assist  in  these  dedicatory  exercises,  it  is  proper  that  I  read  for  your 
information  the  oificial  record  oi  this  command  : 

"The  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  went 
into  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  with  466  ofiScers  and  men  ;  of  these  it  is  reported 
that  2  officers  were  killed,  9  wounded  and  4  missing ;  97  enlisted  men  were 
killed,  172  wounded  and  71  missing  ;  aggregate,  337."  And,  before  you,  behold 
the  remnants  of  this  once  flourishing  command.  Behold  its  commander,  who, 
a  physical  wreck  as  he  is,  with  one  leg  shot  away  and  the  other  shattered  and 
torn,  has  still  shown  the  vitality  of  youthful  manhood,  and  pushed  this  monu- 
ment through  to  completion  ;  and  against  the  most  adverse  circumstances  be- 
fore which  many  a  sound  man  would  have   quailed,  has  brushed  aside  all 
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obstacles  and  made  this  dedication  possible.  I  have  listened  with  pleasure  to 
his  scholarly  address  to  which  additional  words  from  me  would  be  superfluous. 
But  as  the  government  historian  of  the  battle  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me 
to  speak  of  the  action  of  this  regiment,  which  the  modesty  of  its  commander 
has  prevented  him  from  doing.  The  remarkable  list  of  casualties  herewith 
submitted  will  naturally  create  a  desire  in  the  minds  of  this  audience  to  know 
whether  the  losses  of  the  enemy  were  equally  severe.  The  heaviest  loss  of  this 
command  was  sustained  on  this  spot  in  its  engagement  with  the  left  of  Petti- 
grew's  Brigade,  held  by  the  Eleventh  and  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina  regi- 
ments. It  is  true  they  had  previously  met  the  Nineteenth  Indiana  in  the 
ravine  below,  but  the  fearful  loss  which  they  sustained  will  show  that  these 
Pennsylvania  boys,  fresh  from  their  rural  homes,  stood  by  their  colors  like 
veterans  of  an  hundred  battles. 

The  of&cial  records  show  that  the  Eleventh  North  Carolina  lost  50  killed 
and  159  wounded  and  the  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina  lost  86  killed  and  502 
wounded. 

It  will  undoubtedly  interest  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  know  something 
of  the  movements  of  this  command.  It  belonged  to  the  First  Brigade,  com- 
manded on  that  day  by  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle,  Third  Division,  General 
Rowley,  First  Army  Corps,  General  Doubleday,  and  left  wing  of  the  army. 
General  Reynolds. 

The  Third  Division  was  the  second  to  arrive  at  Gettysburg,  and  Biddle's 
Brigade  was  detached,  and  while  all  the  remaining  troops  of  the  First  Corps 
marched  upon  the  Emmitsburg  road,  this  brigade  came  up  Willoughby  Run 
to  the  Fairfield  road  yonder.     It  arrived  here  about  ten  o'clock. 

The  Iron  Brigade  already  occupied  this  grove,  where  it  had  been  heavily 
engaged  with  Archer's  Brigade  during  the  morning,  making  that  officer  pris- 
oner with  several  hundred  of  his  men,  while  the  lamented  Reynolds  had  fallen 
early  in  the  day. 

This  command  first  moved  torward  town  from  Willoughby  Run  by  the  Fair- 
field road  to  the  valley,  then  turned  west  into  the  meadow,  where  knapsacks 
were  unslung.  The  brigade  then  advanced  to  this  ridge  in  line  of  battle. 
Some  of  the  regiments  went  over  the  crest  down  towards  Willoughby  Run. 
While  in  this  position  Carter's  Confederate  Artillery  opened  fire  from  Oak 
Hill,  which  enfiladed  this  line,  and  there  being  no  enemy  in  front  the  brigade 
fell  back  to  the  valley,  changed  front  and  faced  the  north,  while  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty-first  Regiment,  now  detached  from  the  brigade,  took  position  in 
reserve,  south  of  the  grove,  west  of  the  seminary.  When  the  advance  of  Petti- 
grew's  Brigade  took  place  later  in  the  day  Biddle's  Brigade  changed  front  to 
the  left  and  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  to  engage  him,  while  the  One 
hundred  and  fifty-first  Regiment  advanced  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  grove  and 
occupied  the  rail  breastwork  thrown  up  earlier  in  the  day,  where  the  regiment  lay 
in  reserve  while  the  Iron  Brigade  and  Biddle's  Brigade  engaged  the  enemy.  Fi- 
nally when  these  two  brigades  were  overwhelmed  and  pushed  back,  by  direction 
of  General  Rowley  Colonel  McFarland  ordered  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first 
Pennsylvania  up  to  the  spot  where  the  monument  now  stands  and  filled  a  gap 
on  the  right  of  Biddle's  Brigade  and  the  left  of  the  Iron  Brigade,  which  at  this 
moment  was  being  forced  back  by  the  enemy.  The  ranks  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty-first  were  full,  and  the  Iron  Brigade  took  this  large  i-egiment  for  a  re- 
lief and  soon  commenced  to  fall  back,  while  Biddle,  being  outflanked  by  at 
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least  two  regiments  on  his  left,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  Seminary  Grove, 
leaving  this  command  alone  to  bear  the  combining  assault  of  the  now  vic- 
torious foe  in  front  and  both  flanks.  But  still,  although  overwhelmed  by 
numbers,  the  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  stood  their  ground,,  for 
they  had  not  yet  learned  to  abandon  a  position  without  orders.  Finally  Colonel 
McFarland  gave  the  orders  to  retire,  and  the  regiment  fell  back  in  good  order 
and  firing,  and  again  occupied  the  rail  breastwork  in  Seminary  Grove  with  the 
remnants  of  Biddle's  Brigade  on  its  left  and  the  Iron  Brigade  on  its  right. 

In  the  meantime  Pender's  Division  had  been  ordered  to  relieve  Heth's  Di- 
vision, and  it  came  forward,  finding  Heth's  men  badly  ''cut  up"  and  demoral- 
ized, passed  over  it  and  renewed  the  attack.  Scales'  North  Carolina  Brigade, 
on  the  left  of  Pender's  line  and  to  the  right  of  the  position  occupied  by  the 
One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Pennsylvania,  was  nearly  annihilated,  losing  every 
regimental  officer,  save  one,  in  the  brigade.  McGowan's  Brigade  advanced 
upon  the  slight  works  occupied  by  Biddle's  command,  which  it  outflanked  by 
two  entire  regiments.  This  brigade  lost  257  men  in  ten  to  fifteen  minutes. 
The  order  came  to  fall  back  to  Cemetery  Hill,  but  already  the  left  of  the 
brigade  had  crumbled  away,  and  only  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fir.st  Regiment 
remained,  which  Colonel  jMcFarland  was  trying  to  withdraw  in  the  face  of  the 
foe,  when  he  was  shot  through  both  legs  by  the  right  of  McGowan's  Brigade, 
which  had  already  gained  his  right  and  rear. 

I  met  him  a  few  days  later  in  yonder  Seminary  building  ,  and  even  then, 
when  the  smoke  of  battle  had  scarce  subsided,  stretched  upon  his  cot,  shat- 
tered and  maimed  for  life,  I  found  him  the  same  enthusiastic  patriot,  and 
ready  at  all  times  to  fight  the  battle  over  again. 

Again,  members  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first,  allow  me  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  completion  of  this  monument.  I  have  all  along  felt  an  interest  in 
your  regiment  and  an  interest  in  your  success. 

Again  I  accept  the  custody  of  this  monument  which  marks  the  spot  where 
so  many  brave  Pennsylvanians  fell  in  defence  of  the  State  they  loved  so  well. 


REMARKS    OF     MAJOR     SAMUEL    HARPER,    SECRETARY    OF    THE 

COMMISSION. 

4  lTHOUGH  I  had  no  intimation  until  a  few  minutes  ago  that  it  was  de- 
/  \  sired  that  I  should  take  part  in  these  very  interesting  ceremonies,  I 
I  Y  am  none  the  less  gratified  at  the  opportunity  so  kindly  afforded  by 
my  good  comrade.  Colonel  McFarland,  to  congratulate  you  not  only 
on  the  erection  of  this  monument,  but  on  the  record  of  the  heroic  deeds 
performed  by  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Pennsylvania  upon  this  historic 
spot  which  this  monument  is  intended  to  perpetuate.  I  am  glad  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  in  this  presence  and  amid  these  surroundings  for  another  rea- 
son :  that  I  may  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  most  important  work  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  was  done  on  this  part  of  the  field,  and  that  nothing  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  battle  equaled  the  fortitude  and  endurance,  the  heroism 
and  valor  displayed  here  by  the  First  Corps. 

The  more  dramatic  and  Sentimental  character  of  other  incidents  of  the  battle 
has  obscured  tlic  more  splendid  and  heroic  fighting  which  twenty-five  years  ago 
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covered  your  grand  old  corps  with  imperishable  glory.  The  story  of  the 
charge  of  18,000  rebels  on  the  afternoon  of  July  3,  which  was  attended  by 
prodigious  slaughter  on  the  part  of  the  charging  column,  has  been  so  repeatedly 
told  that  it  is  well  nigh  believed  that  that  was  the  only  fighting  during  the 
battle  worth  mentioning.  My  comrades,  we  are  in  large  measure  responsible 
for  cultivating  that  impression.  In  our  magnanimity  we  have  fully  recognized 
the  valor  of  our  enemies  in  this  conflict.  We  have  patronized  and  encouraged 
the  public  to  patronize  cycloramas  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  which  signalize 
that  charge  and  dwarf  all  other  achievements  into  insignificance. 

I  hope  that  I  am  not  wanting  in  the  ability  to  ai^preciate  personal  daring 
and  valor,  but  I  insist  that  even  the  most  daring  charge  is  not  the  highest  evi- 
dence of  soldiery  qualities.  Such  a  charge  as  the  one  referred  to  has  been 
equaled  time  and  again.  It  was  by  no  means  uncommon  in  the  late  war,  and 
on  other  fields,  nay,  on  this  very  field  Union  soldiers  performed  valorous  deeds 
of  like  character.  A  charge  is  simply  a  dash  of  which  any  brave,  well  drilled 
and  well  disciplined  body  of  troops  is  capable.  A  better  test  of  soldierly 
qualities  is  to  stand  for  four  to  six  hours  as  did  the  First  Corps  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  resisting  charge  after  charge  of  superior  numbers,  and  successfully 
making  charge  after  charge  in  return  upon  an  enemy  who  is  frequently  receiv- 
ing fresh  re-inforcements.  Here  stood  the  First  Corps,  first  wearied  by  a  long 
march  under  a  burning  July  sun,  then  worn  by  the  intense  excitement  and 
fatigue  of  six  hours  almost  incessant  fighting  against  enormously  superior  num- 
bers, with  comrades  falling  in  death,  and  torn  by  frightful  wounds,  until  regi- 
ments were  practically  reduced  to  companies. 

From  the  badge  I  wear  you  will  recognize  me  as  a  survivor  of  the  old  Sixth 
Corps,  God  bless  it.  You  know  that  we  all  had  the  weakness  to  believe  that 
our  own  corps  was  the  best  in  the  army,  and  that  was  a  commendable  weak- 
ness, for  it  stimulated  us  to  the  best  efforts  to  maintain  its  name  and  character. 
Now,  while  I  do  not  qualify  my  good  opinion  ot  the  Sixth,  I  say  here  on  this 
beautiful  Sunday  evening,  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  that  I 
know  of  nothing  in  the  history  of  war  that  exceeds  the  heroism  exemplified 
by  the  First  Corps  upon  this  field  twenty-five  years  ago.  Here  within  the 
range  of  my  vision  four  small  brigades  numbering  not  more  than  5,500  valor- 
ously  and  successfully  maintained  a  contest  for  hours  with  ten  larger  brigades 
of  the  enemy  more  than  20,000  strong,  and  only  retired  when  disaster  to  the 
rest  of  the  Union  line  made  further  resistance  hopeless. 

Comrades.  I  congratulate  you  that  you  were  a  part  of  the  First  Corps,  and 
that  you  were  noble  participants  in  that  memorable  struggle.  I  congratulate 
you  unon  the  erection  of  your  monument,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  an  in- 
structor for  untold  generations  of  the  fact  that  the  sublimest  type  of  the  Ameri- 
can soldier  on  this  field  at  last  was  exemplified  by  those  who  fought  to  preserve 
the  National  Union  and  to  perpetuate  human  rights,  and  not  by  those  whose 
success  in  the  contest  would  have  imperilled  all  that  is  dear  to  man. 
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153°  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

ADDRESS  OF  LIEUTENANT  WILLIAM  BEIDELMAN 

COMRADES  of  the  late  One  hundred  and  fifty-third  Eegiment  :— As  we 
recall  the  scenes  enacted  on  this  spot  ii  little  more  than  twenty-six 
years  ago,  we  are  overcome  by  the  emotions  that  struggle  within  us.  It 
is  here  that  you  met  in  desperate  encounter  the  then  foe  who  sought 
the  destruction  of  the  American  Union.  As  we  stand  on  this  elevated  spot,  to 
be  ever  known  as  Barlow's  Knoll,  in  honor  of  the  gallant  and  distinguished 
officer  who  commanded  our  division,  and  who  was  so  desperately  wounded 
here,  our  minds  recall  the  terrible  drama  performed  here  a  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

Our  fancy  again  paints  the  lurid  scenes  of  this  great  and  memorable  battle- 
field. Looking  across  yonder  fields  now  wrapt  in  peaceful  embrace,  we  can 
imagine  General  Gordon's  command  of  brave  Georgians  advancing  upon  us  in 
grand  but  terrible  battle  array.  In  fancy  I  see  their  serried  columns  march- 
ing grandly  on,  their  burnished  guns  glistening  in  the  sun  of  that  awful  July 
day,  and  then  that  dreadful  charge,  the  desperate  struggle  on  the  banks  of  the 
peaceful  stream  at  our  feet,  the  carnival  of  death,  our  comrades  falling  all 
around  us,  and  finally  the  repulse  of  our  brave  boys;  all  these  are  things  to 
which  our  memories  recur  this  day.  This  very  spot  drenched  in  the  patriotic 
blood  of  our  dead  comrades  ;  let  us  pause  and  drop  a  tear  or  two  in  honor  of 
their  memory.  There  are  some  people  who  ask  us  to  forget  those  scenes.  But 
I  say  let  those  who  remained  behind  enjoying  the  calm  repose  of  peaceful 
homes  while  you  went  forth  to  do  battle,  and  if  need  be  die  for  your  country, 
forget  them,  but  you  cannot.  The  heroism,  the  deeds  of  valor  and  the  blood 
poured  out  on  both  sides  by  the  blue  and  the  gray,  protest  in  trumpet  tones 
against  burying  these  recollections.  There  is  no  human  inspiration  that  can, 
or  will,  ever  awaken  greater  pride  in  your  bosom  than  the  fact  that  you  fought 
at  Gettysburg.  It  is  on  this  field  that  the  tide  of  the  great  rebellion  was 
turned  which  kept  on  ebbing  until  the  Union  and  free  government  on  this 
continent  were  again  made  secure  by  the  surrender  at  Appomattox. 

This  beautiful  monument  which  we  dedicate  this  day,  will,  as  the  years  roll 
on,  tell  the  story  of  what  you  did  here,  and  it  will  serve  to  keep  green  the 
memories  of  those  of  our  comrades  that  fell  here.  And  when  we  are  no  longer, 
and  the  last  one  of  us  shall  be  gathered  with  the  Grand  Army  beyond  the 
grave,  and  none  of  us  are  left  to  talk  about  Gettysburg,  this  marble  shaft  will 
remain  to  tell  the  story. 
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ADDRESS  OF  LIEUTENANT  J.  CLYDE  MILLER 

r  r^O  BE  called  upon  at  a  moment's  notice  to  group  into  words  suitable  and 
I  fully  grasp  the  idea  of  the  single  sentence  to  honor  brave  men  dead 
J^  to  me  is  an  utter  impossibility;  and  yet,  we  are  told  history  repeats  it- 
self; a  true  saying,  is  it  not?  for  this  day  marks  a  closing  act  in  a 
drama  beheld  in  the  lifetime  of  many  present — that  of  war  on  the  one  side, 
peace,  glorious  peace,  repeating  itself,  on  the  other.  We  see  congregated  here 
to-day  upon  this  historical  field  a  vast  multitude  assembled  from  the  North  as 
well  as  the  South;  but  under  what  different  auspices  from  the  one  that 
gathered  here  one-fourth  century  ago.  To-day  the  hum  of  voices  in  glad  greet- 
ings are  heard ;  the  clasping  of  hands  in  one  common  brotherhood  seen;  the 
mingling  together  beneath  the  folds  of  a  starry  flag,  each  and  every  one  saying 
that  for  America  there  can  be  but  one  God,  one  country  and  one  flag.  Then 
for  a  few  moments  of  time  to  turn  back  the  leaves  of  memory  and  see  what  can 
be  read  thereon.  Again  we  see  two  armies,  antagonistic  one  to  the  other,  two 
columns  of  men  rapidly  marching  parallel  with  each  other  towards  a  centering 
point.  When  and  where  that  inevitable  meeting  was  to  be  none  for  a  time 
knew.  At  last  one  man,  the  one-armed  Howard,  declared  that  here,  within 
these  encircling  hills,  should  be  the  arena  wherein  should  be  enacted  one  of 
the  greatest  gigantic  struggles  of  warfare  known  to  the  civilized  world.  Ere 
the  sun  had  reached  its  meridan  on  that  first  day  of  July,  1863,  there  was  a, 
hnsh,  a  stillness  in  the  very  atmosphere  surrounding  us.  War-worn  veterans 
knew  full  well  that  it  was  but  the  lull,  the  forerunner  of  the  tempest  yet  to  come. 
Brave  hearts  trembled  or  waxed  strong  in  the  awful  presence  of  the  coming 
storm;  the  steady  tramp  of  marching  men  ended;  the  rumbling  roll  of  cannon 
wheels  ceased ;  the  bugle  call  silent;  knapsacks  were  unslung;  bayonetsflxed;  the 
command  of  forward  awaited;  at  last  the  guns  of  brave  Reynolds  rang  out  on 
that  mid-summer  day;  the  die  was  cast;  the  battle  on.  Soon  the  sullen  boom 
of  the  cannon's  roar  was  heard,  the  unearthly  shriek  ot  the  flying  shell,  the 
bugle's  blast,  the  hoarse  command,  the  volley's  crash.  I  looked  and  beheld 
lying  over  yonder,  touched  by  the  icy  hand  of  death,  the  form  of  one  who  had 
once  been  a  mother's  pride;  there,  stark  and  still,  lay  a  fond  father's  hope; 
here  the  husband  of  a  loving  wife;  yonder  a  young  girl's  choice. 

Again  I  see  this  regiment,  600  strong,  with  an  undaunted  front,  charging 
that  flaming  line  of  almost  certain  death.  When  brave  Beaver,  Howell, 
Yeager,  Meyers,  with  hundreds  more,  went  down  beneath  that  leaden  hail, 
still  onward  they  swept  out  of  the  shimmering  light  into  that  dark  death- 
dealing  cloud,  ever  and  anon  amidst  this  murky  scene  could  be  seen  the  float- 
ing banners  of  this  charging  host,  the  red-like  stripes  out  from  a  crimson  cloud 
the  white-like  stripes  from  the  morning's  mist;  the  blue,  a  field  of  azure  sky, 
within  which,  like  balls  of  fire  at  a  white  heat,  blazed  and  twinkled  the  dia- 
mond stars;  wave  after  wave,  billow  after  billow,  of  southern  rebellion,  rolled 
up,  hut  broke  on  that  bulwark  of  northern  unionism,  that  with  its  glittering 
wall  of  bayonets  and  thundering  tones  said,  thus  far,  but  no  farther;  strewn 
the  valley,  dotted  the  hills  with  wounded,  dying  and  dead,  slumbering  on 
yonder  hillside  heroes  who  solved  with  their  own  existence  the  problem  of  a 
nation's  life;  sleeping  on  yonder  hillside  in  their  windowless  palaces  of  rest, 
48 
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thousands  upon  thousands  of  brave  unknown  ones  -vvho  said  the  star  of  Ameri- 
can liberty  should  not  go  down  in  the  darkness  of  a  midnight  gloom,  but 
should  henceforth  glisten  and  shine  as  a  beacon  light  for  millions  living,  as 
well  as  for  unborn  millions  yet  to  come. 

Then  consecrate  this  monument  to  their  memory  dear.  Time  may  crumble 
its  beautiful  outlines;  storms  beat  upon  its  rocky  sides,  but  guard  well  thy 
trust,  oh,  thou  Silent  Bugler  one!  Call  not  back  our  loved  ones  gone,  but  watch 
over  with  a  soldier's  care  yon  voiceless  city  of  our  beloved  dead — dead,  but  not 
forgotten.  'Tis  but  a  question  of  time,  the  rising  and  setting  of  a  few  more 
suns,  when  we  too  will  cross  over  that  river,  where  war  drums  never  throb  or 
battle  flags  unfurl. 

Hush  thy  rustling  wings,  oh  angel  band  ; 

Halt  1  thou  mystic  soldier  host ; 

Hold  I  thou  countless  millions,  hold  ! 

Time  in  silent  awe  is  lost. 

See  !  with  noiseless  tread  they  come,  with  hallowed  light  they  shine. 

'Tis  the  mighty  chieftains.  Grant  and  Meade. 

Hark  !  hear  their  last  command  comes  ringing  down  the  line  ; 

Spirit  soldiers  freed. 

See  your  living  comrades  now,  as  all  brave  soldiers  should. 

Clasp  hands  in  one  grand  brotherhood. 

Henceforth  they  march  tor  evermore 

As  one  great  mighty  army  corps 

Through  all  Eternity; 

No  North,  no  South,  no  East,  no  West, 

But  all  fraternity, 

"When  death  sounds  taps  for  bivouac  dead. 

The  pontoon  bridges  all  are  laid 

Across  yon  shoreless  sea 

Then  closed  en  masse,  that  silent  band  in  waiting  stand. 

With  no  one  now  to  lead ; 

It  matters  not,  they'll  meet  us  there. 

Our  old  commanders.  Grant  and  Mcudu. 
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155™  REGIMENT  INFANTRY 

ADDRESS  OF  JOHN  H  KERR 

COMRADES  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  :— We  have  met  to-day  on 
this  historic   battlefield  to  dedicate  a  monument  erected  here  on  this 
crest  ot  Little  Bound  To^)  to  mark  the  position  held  by  the  regiment  on 
the  eventful  days  when  the  fate  of  the  Nation  hung  suspended  on  the 
issue  of  the  battle,  and  the  Republic  was  saved  only  by  the  patriotic  devotion, 
splendid  courage  and  sublime  heroism  of  her  citizen  soldiers. 

We  raised  this  memorial  stone  not  to  serve  a  mere  selfish  purpose,  nor  yet 
to  perpetuate  our  own  glory.  Whatever  record  was  made  by  the  organization 
which  we  represent  on  this,  the  great  battlefield  of  the  war,  is  already  unaltera- 
bly fixed  in  history  beyond  the  power  of  mortal  man  either  to  enhance  or  dim. 
And  yet  we  stand  here  on  this  consecrated  ground  with  our  memories  full  of 
the  grand  events  of  the  past,  with  our  hearts  stirred  again  by  "  the  fierce  joy, 
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■the  rapture  of  the  strife,"  what  wonder  is  it  if  we  feel  n  pardonable  pride  in 
the  thought  that  the  humble  pait  we  bore  in  the  conflict  has  indissolubly 
wedded  us  to  immortal  history  written  hero  on  these  granite  hills  of  Gettys- 
burg, in  lettera  of  fire  with  pens  of  steel  by  the  gallant  men  of  the  eighteen 
loyal  states  who  met  the  enemy  in  the  shock  of  battle  here  in  the  supremo 
hour  of  the  Nation's  peril. 

Henry  V  fired  the  hearts  of  his  soldiers  iit  Agincourt  by  thus  addressing 
them  :  "  He  to-day  that  sheds  his  blood  with  me  shall  be  my  brother,  be  ho 
ne'er  so  vile  this  day  shall  gentle  his  condition."  So  we  feel  that  all  who 
fought  on  this  historic  field  are  lifted  by  the  Aery  greatness  of  the  occasion  1o 
an  equality  of  glory  and  are  made  brothers  in  fame. 

How  striking  the  contrast  which  this  peaceful  landscape  presents  to  the  ter- 
rible scenes  iu  the  bloody  drama  of  war  enacted  here  six  and  twenty  years  ago. 
Yonder  heights  are  no  longer  crowned  with  hostile  cannon,  these  valleys  below 
us  no  longer  reverberate  with  the  roar  of  the  conflict,  no  longer  are  the  groans 
of  the  dying  mingled  with  the  shouts  of  victory.  Everything  around  us  be- 
tokens peace,  where  before  was  heard  the  "  rumble  and  grumble  and  roar  of 
war. ' '  Time  has  wrought  other  changes.  The  survivors  here  assembled  are 
but  a  small  remnant  of  that  noble  battalion  that  stood  here  in  line  of  battle 
with  the  Fitth  Corps  and  assisted  in  repelling  the  terrible  assaults  of  Hood  and 
Longstreet  when  column  after  column  was  hurled  against  our  invincible  front 
in  the  vain  attempt  to  carry  this  rocky  eminence.  Some  sleep  here  in  our 
National  Cemetery,  like  the  heroes  of  Marathon  honored  with  burial  on  the 
field  where  they  fell.  Many,  oh  how  many  went  down  in  the  blinding  smoke 
of  those  terrible  battles  iought  by  our  armies  under  the  immortal  Grant  from 
the  Wilderness  to  Appomatto.x.  Others  have  silently  dropped,  one  by  one 
from  our  ranks  since  the  close  o£  the  war,  and  have  been  added  to  the  lengthen- 
ing roll  of  the  dead.  In  the  providence  of  God  a  goodly  number  have  been 
permitted  to  come  here  to-day  to  take  part  in  this,  perhaps,  the  last  public  act 
of  the  regiment  on  earth.  What  place  so  appropriate  to  farl  its  torn  and 
blood-stained  battle  flags  as  here,  where  the  Southern  Confederacy  received  its 
death  blow  and  thence  staggered  backward  to  its  grave  ;  here  on  this,  the  only 
battlefield  on  Northern  soil,  where  from  the  graves  of  our  canonized  dead  rises 
perpetually  the  rich  incense  of  patriotism  and  valor.  What  time  so  fitting  as 
this,  at  once  the  anniversary  of  our  natal  day,  and  of  the  battle  that  turned 
the  tide  of  war  and  gave  ' '  a  new  birth  to  freedom. ' ' 

I  feel,  my  comrades,  that  I  can  best  perform  the  duty  assigned  to  me  in  the 
ceremonies  of  this  day  by  recounting  the  deeds  and  reciting  the  history  of  the 
old  regiment  whose  heroic  valor  and  proud  achievements  have  added  lustre  to 
the  military  annals  of  our  native  State,  and  to  the  glory  and  triumph  of  our 
National  arms. 

To  us  it  seems  but  yesterday  since,  in  the  summer  of  1863,  ^\■e  obeyed  the 
command  to  "fall  in"  with  the  battalions  forming.  Our  army  in  the  field, 
defeated  at  Chantilly,  was  falling  back  upon  Washington,  and  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the' Nation  was  imperiled.  Onr  city  ebbed  and  flowed  with  a  mighty 
tide  of  enthusiasm.  Troops  were  arriving  and  departing.  Men,  women  and 
children  thronged  the  streets;  shouts  and  tears  mingled  with  the  martial  music 
which  filled  the  air.  What  could  we  do,  what  could  any  youth  above  fifteen 
years  of  age,  who  felt  the  least  spark  of  patriotism  glowing  in  his  bosom,  do, 
but  enlist  "for  the   war"' and  join   the   advancing  columns?     We   did  not 
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choose;  we  found  ourselves  in  the  rank.  For  the  bugle-call  at  that  clay  was 
the  reveille  of  liberty.  It  awoke  the  hardy  mountain  men  of  the  AUeghenies, 
and  they  dropped  the  axe  to  grasp  the  rifle.  From  the  banks  of  the  Yough- 
iogheny  and  the  Kiskiminetas  the  answering  cry  "we  come,"  rang  back.  It 
■was  heard  by  the  stalwart  boatman  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Monongahela,  and 
they  gathered  on  the  fields  that  drank  the  blood  of  Braddock,  and  marshalled 
under  the  shadow  of  Fort  Duquesne  ;  and  from  the  city  and  the  country, 
from  the  hills  and  the  valleys  of  "Western  Pennsylvania,  the  boys  in  their 
teens,  and  the  men  of  maturer  years,  rallied  and  joined  together  in  the  quick 
forming  ranks  of  war. 

"  They  staid  not  for  questions,  when  rreedom  stood  grasping, 
Brief  the  lips  meeting  were,  swift  the  hands  clasping, 
'  Off  for  the  wars  ^  was  enough  for  tliem  all." 

By  the  pecuniary  aid  and  personal  effort  of  a  few  patriotic  citizens  of  Pitts- 
burg, such  as  James  Park,  Jr.,  William  Thaw,  B.  F.  Jones,  James  McAuley, 
Samuel  M.  Kier,  Colonel  Alexander  Hilands,  James  Laughlin,  William  Van 
Kirk,  Rev.  W.  D.  Howard,  D.  D.,  Alexander  K.  Nimick,  William  Phillips 
and  Edward  Dirthridge,  the  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Eeg- 
iment  were  recruited  and  concentrated  at  Camp  Howe.  But  soon  we  received 
marching  orders,  and  at  once  moved  to  the  front.  On  the  2d  of  September, 
1862,  we  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  kindred ,  and  our  native  city,  and  emjjarked 
for  the  seat  of  war,  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  the  loyal  ladies  of  Pittsburg, 
who  passed  their  days  in  cheering  brave  men  on  their  way  to  battle — their 
nights  in  praying  for  the  preservation  of  their  dear  ones,  and  their  dearer 
country.  At  Harrisburg  a  regimental  organization  was  effected  with  Edward 
Jay  Allen  as  colonel,  and  armed  with  the  Belgian  rifle,  a  species  of  light  artil- 
lery, we  were  at  once  transported  by  rail  to  Washington.  Here  we  were  as- 
signed to  General  Briggs'  Brigade,  of  General  A.  A.  Humphreys'  Division. 
The  foe  had  crossed  the  Potomac  and  had  invaded  loyal  soil.  We  moved  out 
to  join  the  army  that  was  gathering  to  meet  him.  Hearing  the  sound  of  hos- 
tile guns  at  South  Mountain,  eager  for  the  fray, we  hurried  towards  the  Monoc- 
acy,  and  marching  day  and  night  marked  the  line  of  our  advance  with  the 
surplus  clothing  which  was  strewn  along  the  dusty  roads  of  Maryland.  We 
did  not  halt  until  we  reached  the  bloody  field  of  Antietam,  near  the  close  of 
the  battle.  Joining  the  corps  of  Fitz  Johh  Porter,  we  were  at  once  moved 
into  line,  and  soon  grappled  with  the  veteran  legions  of  Lee  and  Longstreeti 
and  fought  until  darkness  terminated  the  conflict.  During  the  night  Lee 
retreated  across  the  Potomac,  and  our  army  was  too  much  shattered  to  Yollow 
him. 

For  weeks  after  the  battle  we  remained  in  camp  near  Sharpsburg,  without 
tents  or  shelter  to  protect  us  from  the  scorching  sun  or  the  pitiless  rain.  The 
soldiers  of  the  regiment  at  night  wrapped  themselves  in  their  blankets  and 
laid  down  upon  their  earthly  beds,  and  were  wooed  to  sleep  by  the  silent  stars. 
Many  were  they  who  died  from  exposure,  and  looked  upon  the  stars  tor  the 
last  time. 

But  the  bugles  sounded  "forward,"  and  we  cross  the  Potomac  at  Harper's 
Ferry  and  march  into  Virginia.  No  finer  army  was  ever  marshalled  than  that 
which  now  moved  under  the  command  of  General  George  B.  McCIellan.  As  I 
stood  upon  Maryland  Heights,  at  the  close  of  an  autumn  day,  and  saw  division 
after  division  crossing  upon  the  pontoon  bridges,  as  they  had  crossed  siace 
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early  dawn  ;  as  I  gazed  upon  the  long  Hues  of  troops  winding  up  the  hills  be- 
yond, with  their  miles  of  artillery,  ambulances  and  army  wagons,  looking  like 
lambkins  sporting  in  the  distance  ;  and  with  the  sweet  and  thrilling  sounds  of 
the  bugles,  and  the  rising  dust  of  the  columns  smitten  into  golden  glory  by  the 
sun  going  down  behind  Bolivar  Heights,  I  was  rooted  to  the  spot,  enraptured 
with  the  imposing  splendor  of  this  grand  pageant. 

We  now  move  down  Loudoun  Valley — the  most  beautiful  and  fertile  in  Vir- 
ginia— through  a  land  literally  "  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  "  and  showing 
none  of  the  desolating  traces  of  war,  but  with  lowing  herds,  verdaut  fields  and 
granaries  filled  with  corn — with  the  Blue  Ridge  fringing  the  western  sky,  the 
air  vocal  with  song  of  birds,  and  breezes  so  balmy  that  they  seemed  wafted 
from  "  Araby  the  Blest. "  Halting  a  few  days  at  Warrenton,  where  General 
McClellan  was  relieved  and  General  Burnside  assumed  command  of  the  army, 
we  turn  suddenly  to  the  left  and  arrive  in  front  of  Fredericksburg  in  midwin- 
ter, and  prepare  for  the  coming  sanguinary  conflict,  which  proved  alas  !  the 
Aceldama  of  the  whole  war. 

On  December  13,  1862,  about  3  p.  m.,  Humphreys'  Division  crossed  (he 
Eappahannock  on  the  pontoon  bridge,  under  a  furious  cannonade  from  the 
enemy's  mounted  guns,  and  passing  through  the  city  and  beyond,  they  divest 
themselves  of  their  knapsacks  and  haversacks  and  form  line  of  battle  in  a  ra- 
vine south  of  the  canal.  They  move  forward  over  the  crest  and  through  the 
line  of  Hancock's  Division,  under  a  fierce  artillery  and  musketry  fire.  Here 
Colonel  AUabach's  Brigade,  to  which  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  was  at- 
tached, was  ordered  to  charge.  With  u.  cheer,  at  double  quick,  with  fixed 
bayonets,  the  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth,  led  by  Colonel  Allen, 
rush  forward  in  a  storm  of  bullets,  on,  still  on,  until  they  approach  within 
twenty  yards  of  the  stone  wall,  which  runs  along  the  base  of  Mayres' 
Heights,  and  which  is  in  one  sheet  of  flame  and  sulphurous  smoke  from  the 
musketry  of  the  enemy.  The  ranks  are  thinned,  andthe  field  is  covered  with 
the  dead  and  wounded.  The  line  falters,  then  falls  back,  unable  to  withstand 
the  withering  fire.  Humphreys'  Division  has  lost  1,760  men  out  of  4,000,  in 
the  ten  minutes  it  has  been  under  fire. 

Hark,  now,  to  the  din  of  the  conflict  !  All  the  guns  from  the  heights  open  ; 
the  earth  trembles  and  quakes  amid  the  awful  thunders  of  the  cannonade  ;  and 
the  shells  shriek  through  the  air  like  wrath's  flaming  archangels.  The  One 
hundred  and  fifty-fifth  is  losing  heavily,  its  best  and  bravest  have  already  gone 
down  in  the  blinding  smoke  of  battle.  See,  the  gallant  Anschutz  falls  !  See, 
the  heroic  Wiseman,  the  color-bearer,  is  pierced  by  three  balls,  but  still  holds 
the  colors  in  his  nerveless  grasp  !  See,  the  brave  Lawson  lifts  the  flag  on  high, 
but  soon  bites  the  dust !  Another  and  another,  and  still  another,  raises  it  again, 
and  unfurls  it  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  hut  each  in  turn  seals  his  devotion  with 
his  life's  blood.  Look,  the  shaft  is  shattered  in  twain,  and  the  regimental  ban- 
ner falls — but  for  a  moment — still  it  is  raised  aloft  again  and  again,  until  every 
one  of  the  color  guard  is  shot  down  !  The  regiment  falls  back,  leaving  its  dead 
Qpon  the  fleld,  but  the  colors  all  riddled  and  torn,  are  borne  to  the  rear,  never 
soiled  by  the  touch  of  traitor's  hands. 

All  hail  to  our  regimental  banner  ;  first  unfurled  in  its  pristine  brightness 
at  Fredericksburg,  but  carried  hence  from  the  storm,  blackened  with  smoke, 
torn  by  shot,  rent  by  shell,  riddled  by  bullets,  and  stained  and  crimsoned  with 
the  blood  of  the  heroes  who  rallied  around  it ;  with  flag-staflf  shattered  in  twain, 
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and  with  fifteen  bullet  holes  through  its  silken  folds,  but  still  waving  from 
the  battle-line  in  resplendent  beauty,  all  the  more  sacred  for  its  scars,  and  all 
the  more  glorious  for  its  baptism  of  fire  and  blood.  Thrice  hail  to  the  flag  of 
the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  !  which,  from  the  hour  when  it  was  first  borne 
into  the  storm  of  battle  and  woeful  disaster,  down  to  the  day  of  the  final  tri- 
umph, never  once  trailed  in  the  dust,  never  was  wrested  from  its  standard- 
bearers  by  rebel  hands,  but  was  returned,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  to  the  loyal 
old  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  who  gave  it  into  our  keeping,  all  storm- 
bleached  and  battle-torn,  but  emblazoned  with  the  names  of  twenty-eight  bat- 
tles inscribed  in  golden  letters  upon  its  gorgeous  stripes,  and  without  one  blot 
on  its  state  arms,  or  one  star  removed  from  the  glittering  galaxy  of  its  azure 
field. 

But  "forward"  is  the  command,  and  under  "Fighting  Joe"  Hooker  we 
again  cross  the  Rappahannock,  and  on  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  of  May,  '03,  fight 
the  terrific  battle  of  Chancellorsville  in  a  consuming  forest.  Here  the  com- 
juander.  but  not  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  beaten,  and  we  return,  for  the 
second  time,  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  dispirited  and  disheartened,  but 
still  undismayed. 

But  Lee  assumes  the  offensive  and  invades  the  soil  of  our  native  State.  Turn- 
ing our  faces  northward,  we  march  day  and  night  until  we  confront  his  army 
at  Gettysburg.  Here  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  has  the  post  of  honor  and 
wins  additional  laurels.  Seeing  the  importance  of  holding  Little  Hound  Top, 
General  "Warren  at  once  ordered  the  Fifth  Corps  to  occupy  it.  The  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fifth,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cain,  forms  its  line  on  the 
very  crest  of  this  eminence.  The  men  of  the  regiment  dragged  the  guns  of 
Hazlett's  regular  battery  by  hand  to  the  summit.  Here  and  now  it  was  that 
the  Confederate  powers  had  set  their  fortunes  on  a  single  cast,  resolved  to  stand 
the  hazard  of  the  die.  Hood  liurls  his  grey  columns  again  and  again  against 
our  line  ;  charge  after  charge  is  made.  Our  brigade  commander,  the  gallant 
"Weed,  is  stricken  down,  and  the  brave  Hazlett,  while  bending  over  his  lifeless 
form  likewise  was  stricken  in  death  ;  Colonel  O'Rorke  assumes  command,  but 
falls,  mortally  wounded.  The  crisis  is  critical,  but  the  old  guard  stands  firm, 
and  hurls  the  Texan  Rangera  back,  like  ocean  spray  from  the  rock -bound  shore. 
Meade  crowns  himself  and  Pennsylvania  with  never-fading  glory.  The  battle 
is  won,  the  army  is  saved,  the  tide  of  war  is  turned,  the  sun  of  the  Confederacy 
goes  down  with  the  close  of  this  day,  and  the  American  Republic, upheld  upon 
the  bayonets  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  secure  against  the  assaults  of 
treason.  The  invader  leaves  our  soil,  and  we  follow  him  into  Virginia,  where 
he  takes  up  his  line  of  defense  behind  the  Rapidan. 

Under  Meade,  the  regiment  now  participates  in  the  actions  of  Rappahannock 
Station,  Bristow  Station  and  Mine  Run. 

But  "  forward,"  is  the  command,  and  under  Grant,  the  hero  of  the  "West,  we 
begin  that  long  series  of  battles,  from  day  to  day,  from  week  to  week,  march- 
ing all  night  and  fighting  all  day,  from  the  Wilderness  on  the  5th  of  May,  to 
Cold  Harbor  on  the  1st  of  June,  '64,  during  which  time  60,000  men  are  left  on 
the  plains  of  "S^irginia,  and  when  the  resolution  is  formed  ' '  to  fight  it  out  on 
this  line  if  it  takes  all  summer;"  still  fighting  and  still  moving  to  the  left, 
until  "Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Beth- 
esda  Church  and  Cold  Harbor,  in  quick  succession,  glitter  in  golden  letters  on 
the  silken  folds  of  our  war-riddled  banner.     During  this  time,  the  One  hundred 
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ami  fifty-fifth,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  A.  L.  Pearson,  wus  clothed  in  the 
zouave  uniform  and  attached  to  General  Ayres'  Brigade  of  regulars,  Second  Di- 
vision, Fifth  Corps. 

But  "forvpard"  again.  Nov?  under  the  lead  of  the  gallant  Griflin  of  the  First 
Division — of  which  command  we  now  formed  a  component  part— we  cross  to 
the  soxith  side  of  the  James,  and  march  on  to  Petersburg.  Here  the  works  are 
stormed  on  the  18th  of  June,  the  darkest  day  in  the  calendar  of  the  regiment, 
when  so  many  of  our  bravest  and  best,  including  Captain  McKee,  of  Company 
I,  go  down  in  the  terrible  conflict.  In  this  charge  the  regiment  lost  eighty- 
three  killed  and  wounded  in  the  short  space  of  ten  minutes. 

In  the  summer  and  winter  of  '64,  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  participates 
in  all  the  battles  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Petersburg,  including  Mine  Explo- 
sion, Weldon  Railroad,  Beams'  Station,  Peebles'  Farm,  Hatcher's  Eun  and 
Dabney's  Mill. 

At  the  battle  of  Peebles'  Farm,  on  the  30th  of  September,  the  regiment  dis- 
played more  than  its  wonted  valor.  Colonel  Pearson  led  his  men  in  a  gallant 
charge,  driving  the  rebels  from  two  strong  lines  of  earthworks,  and  planting 
the  regimental  colors  on  the  jiarapet  of  a  well  constructed  redan.  For  gallant 
conduct  in  this  battle,  Colonel  Pearson  was  breveted  a  brigadier-general. 

In  midwinter,  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  the  One  hundred  and  fifty -fifth  made  a 
bold  raid  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  crossing  the  Nottoway  river  and  tearing  up 
the  track  to  the  Meherrin  river,  at  Belfield,  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty 
miles. 

After  enduring  the  summer's  beat  and  the  winter's  cold  for  three  long  years, 
after  months  of  weary  toiling  and  marching,  after  sulfering  the  hardships  of 
the  camp  and  braving  the  storms  of  battle,  at  3.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th  of  March,  '65,  we  begin  our  last  campaign,  which  culminated  in  the 
fall  of  Eichmond,  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army,  the  overthrow  of  the  Confederacy, 
the  crowning  glory  of  our  arms,  the  maintenance  and  perpetuity  of  the  Re- 
public. The  bugles  sound  "  forward,"  forward  again  to  the  left,  ever  toward 
the  sunset.  Making  a  long  detour  around  the  enemy's  right  flank,  we  strike 
his  skirmishers  at  Gravelly  Run,  and  after  some  hard  fighting,  "Warren 
presses  on  to  the  Quaker  Eoad,  near  its  junction  with  the  White  Oak  Road. 
Here  a  desperate  battle  is  fought.  Ayres'  Division  enveloped  in  the  woods, 
and  overpowered  by  superior  numbers,  gave  way,  falling  back  on  Crawford, 
his  division,  disorganized  by  the  fugitives,  broke  in  turn.  Then  it  was  that 
Grifiin  stood  like  a  stone  wall,  and  making  a  counter-charge,  drove  the  enemy 
before  him.  capturing  many  prisoners.  General  Pearson,  taking  the  colors  of 
his  old  regiment,  commanded  the  men  to  follow,  and  the  flag  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fifth  was  seen  in  the  van,  and  was  soon  planted  inside  the  rebel 
lines.  The  battle  of  the  "  Quaker  Road  "  is  one  of  the  brightest  which  shine 
in  the  twenty-eight  engagements  emblazoned  on  our  regimental  banner.  Gen- 
feral  Pearson,  for  gallant  conduct  in  this  action,  was  brevetted  major-general. 

General  Warren,  following  up  his  success,  now  moved  forward  to  turn  the 
rebel  right,  and  at  "Five  Forks,"  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  on  the  1st  of  April, 
fought  one  of  the  most  brilliant  Ijattles  of  the  war— a  splendid  illustration  of 
t.actical  manoeuvre.  This  part  of  the  rebel  line  was  separated,  by  a  long  in- 
terval, from  the  main  defenses  of  Petersburg.  Sheridan  with  his  cavalry  made 
a  feint  on  the  extreme  right,  while  Warren  moved  forward  in  double  column 
towards  the  White  Oak  road,  when  making  a  left-hand  v-heel,  formed  line  of 
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battle  perpendicular  to  that  of  the  rebels,  and  advanced,  taking  the  rebel  en- 
trenchments in  reverse.  The  column  halting,  Warren  dashed  forward  and  led 
the  van  of  the  rushing  lines. 

The  history  of  the  -war  presents  no  equally  splendid  illustration  of  personal 
magnetism.  For  inspired  by  the  example  of  their  leader,  the  color-bearers  and 
officers — all  along  the  line,  spring  to  the  front — the  standards  are  advanced — 
the  columns  close  in  upon  the  enemy,  broken  and  disorganized,  and  soon  the 
entire  rebel  force  is  surrounded  and  captured.  The  trophies  of  the  day,  in- 
clude 5,000  prisoners  from  the  divisions  of  Pickett  and  Bushrod  Johnson,  eigh- 
teen guns  and  many  battle-flags.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  in  this 
battle  -was  conspicuous  for  coolness  under  fire,  and  was  complimented  by  the 
corps  commander. 

The  enemy's  right  is  now  turned  ;  on,  still  on,  the  Fifth  Corps  presses  on 
Lee's  right  and  rear.  Now  there  is  a  forward  movement  along  the  whole  line, 
from  the  Appomattox  to  Hatcher's  run.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  April,  a 
hundred  cannon  belch  forth  their  fire  and  reverberate  along  the  line,  and  the 
musketry  of  the  contending  armies  rattles  along  the  entrenchments,  from  be- 
yond Richmond  to  the  South  Side  railroad.  The  line  advances,  the  defenses  of 
the  enemy  are  carried,  Petersburg  is  ours  !  Already  a  hundred  banners  wave 
on  the  fortifications  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond  ;  already  the  battle-flags  are 
planted  on  the  rebel  strongholds  ;  and  above  the  blackened  walls  of  the  doomed 
city  the  stars  and  stripes  floats  in  triumph  from  the  capitol  of  Virginia, 
whilst  the  shouts  of  victory  from  the  veterans  of  a  hundred  battles,  rise  above 
the  thunders  of  the  hoarse-throated  cannon.  But  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is 
already  far  southward  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  columns  of  Lee,  Longstreet  and 
Ewell.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  strikes  the 
enemy's  rear  guard  at  Sailor's  creek,  and  after  a  spirited  engagement,  drives  it 
over  the  bridge,  capturing  the  wagon  trains  and  many  prisoners.  The  Second. 
Fifth,  Sixth  and  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  and  Sheridan's  cavalry,  moving  by  dif- 
ferent roads  on  the  right  and  the  left  of  the  retreating  column,  unite  at  Appo- 
mattox Court  House,  and  soon  encircle  Lee's  whole  army  with  a  wall  of  bayo- 
nets and  an  impregnable  line  of  living  blue. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  is  on  the  picket  line.  It 
fires  the  last  shot  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  That  shot  is  historic  forever- 
more.  It  was  the  parting  salute  of  war — to  the  coming  of  the  Goddess  of  do- 
mestic concord,  and  fraternal  union.  As  the  missile  speeds  on  its  way  of  ruin 
and  affright,  a  white  smoke  follows  after  it,  parts  from  its  uppermost  curve, 
and  melts  into  the  higher  air  of  heaven — and  spreads  its  wings  like  the  Angel 
of  Peace — the  harbinger  of  the  better  day.  Company  I  has  the  distinguished 
honor  of  contributing  the  last  man  killed  in  the  last  engagement  of  that  his- 
toric army — William  Montgomery,  who  fell  at  the  most  advanced  post  of  our 
line,  on  the  last  day  of  the  war,  one  hour  before  the  surrender ;  his  blood  was 
the  last  shed  in  the  glorious  cause,  and  his  grave  in  the  national  cemetery  at 
Poplar  Grove,  near  Petersburg,  was  the  last  that  closed  upon  northern  heroism 
and  valor. 

Soon  a  white  flag  is  displayed  on  the  picket  line,  in  front  of  our  regiment. 
General  Lee,  for  the  first  time,  passes  within  our  lines.  The  rebel  chieftain, 
who  had  so  long  and  so  successfully  organized  a  front  of  opposition  against 
our  advancing  armies,  yields  his  sword  to  the  great  captain  of  the  century,  be- 
neath the  apple  blossoms  of  Appomattox — and  surrenders  the  Army  of  Northern 
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Virgiuia,  wbose  heroic  struggles  were  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  The  Fifth 
Corps  was  left  to  manage  the  details  of  the  capitulation,  while  the  rest  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  turned  their  faces  northward,  and  moved  from  the 
theatre  of  bloody  strife.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth,  now  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  John  Ewing,  soou  followed,  making  a  triumphal  entry  into 
Petersburg  and  Eichmond,  and  joining  in  the  grand  review  of  the  combined 
armies  of  the  Republic,  through  the  streets  of  Washington. 

And  the  war  is  ended,  the  rebellion  is  crushed,  the  dream  of  a  Southern 
Confederacy  varnishes  like  "the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,"  and  those  massive 
columns  of  soldiery,  organized  with  a  speed  that  astonished  the  world  and 
made  monarchs  quake  in  their  palaces,  move  noiselessly  from  these  warlike 
zones  to  their  peaceful  homes.  Thus  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  that  mighty 
creation  of  the  patriotism  of  a  free  people — which  for  four  long  years  confronted 
the  flower,  the  elite  of  the  southern  chivalry,  and  waged  a  struggle,  unparal- 
leled in  continued  intensity  and  bloody  result,  and  which  at  last  had  the  honor 
of  terminating  the  war  by  a  brilliant  campaign — with  all  its  historic  triumphs 
and  material  splendor,  dissolves,  and  loses  itself  among  the  masses  of  society, 
from  which  it  arose,  and  becomes  a  thing  of  the  past. 

And  here  we  may  fittingly  pause,  to  pay  our  willing  tribute  to  those  grand 
military  chieftains,  who  so  often  led  our  regiments  to  victory.  To  Meade — 
Pennsylvania's  most  distinguished  son,  under  whom  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
won  its  most  brilliant  triumphs  and  most  enduring  laurels.  To  that  grim  old 
warrior,  Humphreys — the  brave  general  and  scientific  soldier.  To  Warren — 
the  facile  prince  of  corps  commanders,  to  whom  is  due  the  lasting  honor  of 
seizing  Little  Round  Top  in  advance  of  the  enemy,  thus  assuring  us  the  vic- 
tory. To  our  own  beloved  and  trusted  leader,  Griffin — whose  division  ensign, 
like  the  white  plume  of  Henry  of  Navarre,  was  always  seen  where  the  battle 
raged  fiercest,  and  where  the  bullets  flew  thickest ;  who  escaped  all  the  leaden 
missiles  of  the  enemy,  alas  !  to  fall  at  last  before  the  arrows  of  the  destroyer — 
a  victim  of  consumption's  withering  blight.  We  drop  a  tear  to  the  memory  of 
one  of  the  bravest  and  best  officers  in  the  whole  army.  His  was  a  noble  soul, 
his  was  a  consuming  zeal,  his  was  a  valiant  heart.  There  was  in  him  an  as- 
semblage of  qualities,  which  in  their  power  and  ennobling  forms,  enshrine  his 
name  and  image  forever  in  the  hearts  of  his  soldiers. 

With  the  surrender  of  Lee,  the  struggle  between  the  warring  sections  was 
over.  The  storm-cloud  rolled  away  from  our  national  horizon,  and  the  sun- 
shine of  peace  came  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  millions,  and  "the  war-drum 
beat  no  longer  and  the  battle-flags  were  furled."  With  what  pride,  did  we, 
my  comrades,  join  in  the  triumphal  march  through  the  streets  of  the  National 
Capital !  With  what  beating  hearts  and  swelling  patriotism,  did  we  tread 
again  the  soil  of  our  native  State  !  With  what  a  thrill  of  joy,  did  we  behold 
again  the  ascending  smoke  from  the  factories  of  our  native  city,  and  see  again 
our  homes  rising  in  the  distance  !  With  what  proud  step,  did  we  march  down 
our  familiar  streets,  bearing  aloft  our  torn  and  tattered  banners  amid  the 
shouts  and  huzzas  of  victory.  The  2d  of  June,  1865,  is  a  marked  day  in  the 
calendar  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  regiment— an  era  in  each  of  our 
lives.  It  chronicles  the  disbandment  of  our  organization— the  laying  aside  of 
the  uniform  of  the  soldier,  to  wear  again  the  simple  garb  of  the  citizen.  Those 
who  came  back  from  the  war  were  no  longer  young  and  smiling.  All  the  boys 
were  now  bearded  and  bronzed  men  with  the  earnest  stamp  of  manhood  on 
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their  brows.  Some  of  them  were  hobbliug  on  crutches.  Some  were  swinging 
empty  sleeves ;  others  tottering  from  disease  incurred  in  the  service.  They 
went  out  blooming,  youthful,  fair,  they  came  back  wearing  the  sombr&  visage 
of  warriors,  tried  and  true. 

But  some  of  the  bravest  and  tlie  best  returned  not  with  the  victorious  bat- 
talions. Ah !  my  comrades,  but  a  few  survivors  of  the  gallant  regiment, 
which  numbered  850  men  when  we  left  for  the  seat  of  war,  were  among  those 
vpho  were  found  in  the  ranks  when  we  reached  our  homes,  three  years  later. 
And  now  a  quarter  of  a  century  still  later,  many  who  returned  -with  us  have 
listened  to  the  mystic  bugle-call,  summoning  them  to  the  "  ranks  of  their 
brothers  gone  before. ' '  And  at  this  reunion,  we  look  in  vain  for  those  sublime 
heroes  and  martyrs  who  went  down  in  the  great  fight  for  liberty  and  country, 
and  for  those  who  hare  silently  passed  away  to  the  camps  of  the  great  army  of 
the  dead.  You  may  call  the  roll,  but  they  will  not  answer  to  their  names. 
They  are  not  here  ;  they  are  lying  in  their  graves  !  The  hand  that  grasped  the 
sword  is  powerless  ;  the  eye  that  flashed  with  patriotic  fire  is  closed  in  death  ; 
the  tongue  that  gave  the  command  "  Forward, "  is  silent.  Where  is  the  tall 
and  martial  form  of  Captain  Samuel  McKee,  the  ideal  soldier,  who  never 
blanched  in  battle,  nor  faltered  in  the  discharge  of  duty?  Alas !  he  went 
down  before  the  storm  of  leaden  hail,  in  the  charge  of  Petersburg,  but  his  dust 
is  now  gathered  and  inurned  in  our  own  beautiful  cemetery,  where,  with  each 
return  of  spring,  willing  hands  strew  his  grave  with  choicest  flowers.  "Where 
are  the  gallant  Anschutz,  the  noble  Clapp,  the  intrepid  Sackett,  the  duty-loving 
Strong,  the  brave  Johnston  and  Dunn?  Where  is  the  gray-haired  hero,  Wise- 
man— the  standard-bearer  of  Fredericksburg,  who  went  from  the  battle-field 
to  the  shining  camps  above,  like  a  plumed  warrior,  for  whom  the  everlasting 
tents  were  opened  as  he  was  stricken  into  victory?  Where  is  the  patriotic 
Martyn,  of  company  F,  who  yielded  a  life  of  promise  in  manhood's  prime,  a 
willing  sacrifice  for  his  country's  need?  Where  are  the  youthful  Baldwin  and 
the  manly  Wycoff?  Where  are  Irvin  and  Meeker,  of  company  H,  who  died 
far  away  from  friends  and  kindred,  literally  starved  to  death  in  the  prison  pens 
of  Anderson ville?  Where  is  young  Phillips,  of  company  I,  with  his  radiant 
smile  and  Christian  faith — the  blameless  and  beautiful  character,  whose  saintly 
spirit  exhaled  so  sweet  a  fragrance  that  the  perfume  lingers  with  me  yet? 
Where  is  Montgomery,  falling  on  the  very  day  of  the  final  triumph,  giving  his 
life  as  a  peace  offering,  and  his  blood  as  a  sacrament  of  reconciliation  between 
the  warring  sections  of  a  divided  land?  Where  is  Eamsey,  of  company  B,  the 
last  who  died  on  the  soil  of  Virginia,  offering  his  last  breath  as  a  benediction 
upon  a  reunited  Republic,  a  once  more  happy  and  prosperous  people?  Where 
arc  all  those  noble  and  stalwart  men  and  ' '  boys  in  their  teens, ' '  who  gladdened 
our  long  and  dreary  winter  nights  in  camp  with  their  mirth  and  song?  Where 
are  all  those  who  foot-sore  and  hungry,  joined  us  on  the  march,  and  laid  down 
with  us  on  the  same  green  sward,  or  side  by  side  on  the  same  frozen  ground, 
with  the  starry  canopy  for  a  covering  ?  Where  are  those  who  stood  with  us  in 
the  same  line  of  battle  on  twenty-eight  ensanguined  fields,  when  the  leaden 
hail  mowed  down  our  ranks,  and  listened  with  us  to  the  awful  thunder  of  the 
same  guns,  and  quaked  together,  when  the  lightnings  of  heaven  danced  along 
our  lines,  from  bayonet  to  bayonet?  Where  are  all  those  immortal  heroes  and 
canonized  martyrs,  who  went  down  in  the  blinding  smoke  of  battle,  and 
"looked  proudly  to  heaven  from  the  deathbed  of  fame?" 
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Some  of  them  are  gathered  iu  our  own  beautiful  cemeteries,  and  rest  calmly 
in  the  graves  -which  we  decorate,  each  year,  with  the  first  flowers  of  spring. 
Some  repose  in  the  National  cemeteries  of  Antietam  and  Gettysburg,  and  Pop- 
lar Grove  cemetery,  near  Petersburg.  But  most  of  them  lie  iu  their  shrouds 
of  blue,  on  the  very  fields  dyed  and  crimsoned  with  their  blood  !  Down  by 
the  blue  Potomac,  their  dust  is  commingling  with  the  sacred  soil.  They  are 
sleeping  in  unknown  graves  along  the  shores  of  the  fern-marged  Rappahannock, 
and  the  James  and  the  Eapidan  chant  their  funeral  requiem.  They  lie  uncof- 
fined  on  the  evergreen  mountains  of  Maryland  and  Virginia ;  on  Marye's 
Heights  ;  on  the  charred  plains  of  Chancellorsville  ;  iu  the  thickets  of  the  Wil- 
derness ;  in  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahominy  ;  iu  the  ditches  of  Peteraburgand 
Eichmond  ;  and  on  fields  where  fame  wrote  their  names  in  blood  and  winter 
froze  them  into  immortality  !  All  over  the  land  trodden  by  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  on  the  mountains,  and  along  the  banks  of  the  historic  rivers,  reposes 
the  dust  of  our  loved  ones,  embalmed  in  the  bleeding  hearts  of  mothers,  and 
enshrined  in  the  archives  of  Nation.  Each  river  is  a  memorial,  and  each  hill 
and  mountain  a  monument  of  their  daring,  and  the  rivers  will  be  dried  up  and 
the  mountains  be  leveled  with  the  plains,  before  the  story  of  their  valor  is  for- 
gotten, or  the  result  of  their  heroism  ceases  to  affect  mankind. 

The  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Eegimeut  came  out  of  the  war  with  twenty- 
eight  battles  inscribed  upon  its  flag,  and  without  one  blot  upon  its  azure  field 
or  one  stain  upon  its  stripes.  It  went  into  the  war  with  850  men,  which  was 
increased  by  subsequent  enlistments  to  1,523  and  came  out  of  the  war  with  less 
than  780,-  many  of  these  maimed  and  crippled ;  519  of  our  comrades  were  killed 
and  wounded  ;  112  died  of  disease  ;  21  were  taken  prisoners,  ten  of  whom 
were  starved  to  death  in  rebel  prisons.  It  went  into  the  service  when  war  was 
no  longer  an  experiment  but  reduced  to  a  science,  and  when  the  rank  and  file 
were  inured  to  hardship  and  accustomed  to  battle.  From  the  first  it  fought 
alongside  of  veterans  without  disparagement  to  its  fame.  It  enlisted  for  the 
war,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  because  the  war  was  ended.  We  wear 
its  badge  as  the  most  honorable  insignia  that  can  be  placed  upon  our  breasts. 
We  prize  it  more  than  coronet  or  garter,  or  the  ribbons  of  the  far-famed  Legion 
of  Honor.  We  feel  that  while  we  live,  the  proudest  title  to  which  we  can  lay 
claim,  and  dying,  the  richest  legacy  we  can  leave  to  our  children  and  kindred, 
is,  that  we  were  members  of  the  "One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Veteran  Volunteers." 

In  that  colossal  painting  of  Kaulbach  which  represents  the  legendary  fight 
of  Attila,  the  Hun,  there  are  two  fields  and  two  contests — the  one  between  the 
soldiers  striving  in  a  deadly  combat  on  the  turf — the  other  a  shadowy  battle 
set  in  the  upper  air  amongst  the  ghosts  of  the  heroes  slain  below.  So,  me- 
thinks,  there  are  two  battalions  of  our  regiment,  both  participating  in  our 
reunion  to-day — the  one,  the  survivors  here  assembled,  who  at  the  close  of  the 
war  took  their  way  homeward,  and  prepared  their  own  unselfish  disarmament 
and  return  to  the  peaceful  interests  of  the  country  they  helped  to  save— the 
other,  the  battalion  of  the  canonized  dead,  who  once  filled  our  now  thinned 
ranks— the  invisible  portion  of  our  regiment,  who  have  left  the  shining  halls 
of  their  Valhalla  to  mingle  with  us,  and  whose  spirits  hover  above  ns  in  shadowy 
forms— making  this  the  reunion  of  the  living  and  the  dead — the  victors  and  the 
martyrs — united  in  holy  memories,  as  they  were  united  in  battle. 
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And  now  atb  drop  a  tear  to  the  memory  of  our  brave  comrades  who  yielded 
up  their  lives  that  the  Nation  might  live,  and  to  the  immortal  trinity,  Weed, 
Hazlett  and  O'Korke,  whose  blood  hallows  the  ground  upon  which  we  stand. 
But  no  garland  of  affection  scattered  upon  their  graves,  nor  love  nor  tears  can 
reanimate  their  sleeping  dust,  nor  can  studied  eulogy  add  aught  to  the  splen- 
dor of  their  deathless  fame.  But  we  know  that  every  deed  of  peerless  valor, 
every  act  of  patriotic  devotion,  every  example  of  exalted  self-sacrifice,  even 
unto  death  and  martyrdom,  offered  in  the  Nation's  defense  is  lifted  above  all 
vulgar  destiny  and  will  live  as  long  as  the  Republic  honors  her  heroes. 

"We  surrender  this  monument  into  the  keeping  of  the  loyal  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  hope  that  built  of  imperishable  granite  it  may  endure 
forever.  But  should  it  too  crumble  beneath  the  obliterating  touch  of  time, 
and  the  record  carved  upon  its  tablets  be  effaced  and  every  letter  In  the  inscrip- 
tions be  lost,  this  historic  mountain  will  still  stand  as  an  everlasting  monu- 
ment to  perpetuate  for  all  time  the  name  and  fame  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-fifth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers. 


DEDICATION    OF   MONUMENT 

26™  EMERGENCY    INFANTRY 

September  i,  1892 
ADDRESS    OF    HON.  SAMUEL  W.  PENNYPACKER,  L.L.  D. 

(■^.OMRADES  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Emergency  Infantry  :  On 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  1863,  General  Jubal  A.  Early, 
;  with  his  division  of  the  rebel  army,  numbering  6,368  men,  supported  by 
White's  battalion  of  cavalry,  and  Jones'  battalion  of  artillery,  consisting 
of  four  batteries  with  an  aggregate  of  thirteen  guns,*  started  from  Greenwood 
upon  the  Chambersburg  pike  on  the  way  to  Gettysburg,  f  It  was  the  advance 
of  that  great  host  which  two  days  later  began  to  concentrate  upon  this  historic 
town.  The  purpose  of  the  movement  plainly  appears.  Its  object  was  to  hold 
in  check  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  moving  northward  on  the  east  side  of 
the  mountains,  while  Lee  should  continue  his  operations  in  the  Cumberland 
Valley,  and  be  enabled  to  reach  Harrisburg.  Lee  says,  in  his  official  report  : 
"  In  order,  however,  to  retain  it  (the  Army  of  the  Potomac)  on  the  east  side  of  the 
mountains,  after  it  should  enter  Maryland,  and  thus  leave  open  our  communi- 
cations with  the  Potomac  through  Hagerstowu  and  Williamsport,  General 
Ewell  had  been  instructed  to  send  a  division  eastward  from  Chambersburg  to 
cross  the  South  Mountain.  Early's  division  was  detached  for  this  purpose,  "j 
On  the  same  morning  a  Pennsylvania  infantry  regiment,  numbering  in  all  743 
men,  arrived  in  Gettysburg,  and  under  the  order  of  Major  Granville  O.  Haller, 
U.  S.  A.,  the  representative  of  Major  General  D.  N.  Couch  at  this  place, marched 

*  Jones'  report,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  44,  p.  493. 
|-  Early's  report.  War  of  Rebelliou,  No.  44,  p.  464. 
t  Lee's  report.  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  44,  p.  307. 


PHOTO.     DY    W.     H,     TIPTON,     GETTrSBURG. 


FKINT         THE      F       GUTEKUNST     CO    ,      PHILA 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  765 

out  the  Chambersburg  pike  to  confront  the  approaching  host.  The  men  upon 
whom  this  duty  was  imposed,  coming  from  the  field,  the  college,  and  the  home, 
had  been  in  the  service  just  four  days  ;  not  long  enough  to  have  acquired  a  kuowl. 
edge  of  the  drill,  hardly  long  enough  to  have  learned  the  names  of  their  officers 
and  comrades.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  the  situation  had  in  it  much 
of  the  heroic.  Untrained,  untried,  and  unused  to  war,  they  were  sent  to  meet 
an  overwhelming  and  disciplined  force,  not  in  some  Grecian  pass  or  mountain 
deiile  of  the  Swiss  or  Tyrol  Alps,  but  in  the  open  field  with  the  certainty  that 
they  could  make  no  effectual  resistance.  These  young  men,  in  their  unsoiled 
uniforms,  and  flushed  with  enthusiasm,  were  to  be  thrown  as  a  preliminary 
sacrifice  to  the  Army  of  Northerm  Virginia  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  mili- 
tary end.  The  order  setting  before  them  this  hopeless  task  has  been  criticised, 
but  it  was  correct.  In  an  artistic  sense  it  was  needful  that  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
preliminary  movements  leading  up  to  the  decisive  battle  of  the  war  fought 
upon  her  soil,  should  take  the  first  step.  In  a  moral  sense  it  was  required  of 
her  to  resent  the  invasion  by  a  blow  even  though  it  should  be  impotent  in  ef- 
fect. From  a  military  point  of  view  I  hope  to  be  able  to  show  that  the  move- 
ment of  the  regiment  produced  results  of  importance  in  the  impending  strug- 
gle. It  marched  cheerfully  and  even  gaily  out  the  Chambersburg  pike  as  far 
as  Marsh  creek,  and  then  the  inevitable  happened.  The  rebel  General  Ewell, 
in  his  official  report  says,  sententiously :  "In  front  of  Gettysburg  White  cha^'ged 
and  routed  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia,  of  whom  170 
were  taken  and  paroled."* 

Who  were  the  men  whose  fate  it  was  to  he  thus  suddenly  caught  up  in 
the  whirlwind  of  that  momentous  crisis  ?  On  the  fifteenth  of  June  President 
Lincoln  issued  a  proclamation  calling  for  fifty  thousand  men  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  he  organized  under  the  regulations  of  the  volunteer  service  to  repel  a 
threatened  invasion  of  the  State.  It  was  supplemented  upon  the  same  day  by 
a  proclamation  from  Governor  Curtin  :  "An  army  of  rebels  is  approaching  our 
border.  *  *  *  I  now  appeal  to  all  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  who  love 
liberty  and  are  mindful  of  the  history  and  traditions  of  their  revolutionary 
fathers,  and  who  feel  that  it  is  a  sacred  duty  to  guard  and  maintain  the  free 
institutions  of  our  country,  who  hate  treason  and  its  abettori,  and  who  are 
willing  to  defend  their  homes  and  their  firesides,  and  do  invoke  them  to 
rise  in  their  might  and  rush  to  the  rescue  in  this  hour  of  imminent  peril. 
The  issue  is  one  of  preservation  or  destruction. "t  In  response  to  these  ur- 
gent appeals  the  men  of  Pennsylvania  began  to  collect  at  Harrisburg  in  large 
numbers,  expecting  to  enter  the  service  of  the  Commonwealth  and  to  re- 
main until  the  danger  should  disappear.  On  reaching  that  place,  however, 
they  learned  that  they  would  only  be  accepted  for  a  term  of  six  months, 
and  that  they  must  be  sworn  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Many 
of  them,  perhaps  the  larger  number,  returned  to  their  homes.  Simon 
Cameron  appeared  to  have  been  the  first  to  suggest  to  the  government  at  Wash- 
ington the  propriety  of  accepting  troops  for  the  "  Emergency,  "j  The  sugges- 
tion met  with  little  favor,  but  when  the  clouds  upon  the  border  had  rolled 
nearer  and  nearer  and  became  more  ominous,  it  was  adopted,  and  Secretary 
Stanton  telegraphed  to  General  Couch,  "  Muster  them   in  whichever  way  you 


*  Swell's  report,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  44,  p.  443. 

t  Lincoln's  and  Curtin's  proclamations,  War  of  Eebellion,  No.  45,  pp.  136, 145. 

i  Cameron  to  Lincoln,  War  of  Hebeilion,  No.  45,  p.  14L 
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can."*  Eight  regiments  of  infantry,  two  batteries,  six  companies  of  cavalry 
and  four  independent  companies  of  infantry  entered  the  service  for  the  ' '  exist- 
ing emergency,  "t  It  is  believed  to  be  the  only  body  of  troops  during  the  en- 
tire war,  unless  we  may  accept  the  Veteran  corps,  who  committed  themselves 
to  the  control  of  the  Government  for  a  period  of  uncertain  duration.  In  fact, 
the  time  they  were  actually  retained  proved  to  be  brief,  but  with  Lee  about 
to  invade  the  State  it  threatened  to  extend  into  the  indefinite  future  and 
they  assumed  the  risk.  Mr.  Stanton  wrote  June  loth,  "  No  one  can  tell  how 
long  the  present  emergency  for  troops  in  Pennsylvania  may  continue.  The 
present  movement  is  but  the  execution  of  Jeflf  Davis'  original  plan  to  make 
Pennsylvania  and  the  loyal  states  the  theatre  of  war.  Human  foresight  cannot 
say  how  long  it  may  take  todrive  out  the  rebels,  "f  Mr.  Stanton  gave  his  consent 
to  the  suggestionof  Cameron,  Curtin  and  Couch  at  twenty  minutes  of  two  o'clock, 
on  the  seventeenth  of  June,  and  that  same  afternoon  fifty-seven  students 
of  Pennsylvania  college,  four  students  of  the  Lutheran  .seminary  and  twenty- 
two  other  men  from  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  the  first  of  the  Emergency  troops, 
took  the  oath  and  entered  the  service.  These  eighty-three  men  became  Com- 
pany A  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Emergency  Infantry.^  Although 
these  troops,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  have  been  classed  with  the  militia, 
the  distinction  between  them  drawn  by  General  Couch  when  he  reported 
''Troops  are  mustered  into  the  United  States  service     "  *     to  serve  dur- 

ing the  existing  emergency.  The  Governor  mustered  in  the  militia  in  the 
State  service  for  three  months,"||  and  based  upon  the  fact  that  they  were  in 
the  service  of  the  general  government  and  were  paid,  equipped,  and  clothed  by 
it,  ought  to  be  strenuously  maintained. 

Mustered  and  complete  in  organization  on  the  22d  of  June,  the  regiment 
under  command  of  Colonel  W.  W.  Jennings  started  for  Gettysburg  on  the  24th, 
but  meeting  with  a  railroad  accident  it  was  detained  at  Swift  run,  six  miles 
away  from  its  point  of  destination.  About  this  time  General  Couch  reported 
with  some  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Stanton  that  lie  had  "one  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment near  Gettysburg  to  harass  the  enemy  and  if  possible  to  hold  the  moun- 
tains there,  "f  The  following  evening  a  detail  of  one  hundred  men  marched 
into  the  town  where  they  were  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  regiment  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th.  Driven  by  Early  from  the  Chambersburg  pike  at  Marsh 
creek,  where  a  shot  or  two  was  fired  and  where  he  lost  his  pickets.  Colonel 
.Tennings,  finding  that  he  was  becoming  enmeshed  with  the  forces  of  the  enemy 
already  so  strong  that  he  was  powerless  to  contend  against  them,  and  likely  to 
be  continually  increased,  determined  to  extricate  himself  if  possible  and  make 
his  way  back  to  Harrisburg.  Overtaken  by  White's  cavalry  on  the  Hunters- 
town  road  at  the  farm  house  of  Henry  Whitmer  and  attacked,  the  regiment 
was  drawn  up  in  line  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road  and  opened  fire.  An 
engagement  ensued  lasting  for  from  twenty  minutes  to  half  an  hour.  At  this 
obscure,  unknown  and  unvisited  spot,  four  miles  from  the  town,  began  the 
rattle  of  musketry  which  a  few  days  later  was  to  be  heard  in  louder  and  fiercer 

'  Stanton  to  Couch,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45.  p.  18.'). 
t  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  44,  p.  215. 
t  Stanton  to  Cameron,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45,  p.  141. 

§  Stanton  to  Couch,  War  of  Kebell-on,  No.  45,  p.  185.    Dr.   K.  W.  MeiaBeuhelder,  in 
Pennsylvania  College  book,  p.  431. 
1  Couch  to  Stanton,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  4.5  p.  408. 
1  Couch  to  Stanton,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45,  p.  384. 
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tones  from  Gulp's  Hill  to  Bound  Top,  and  which  while  time  lasts  the  genera- 
tions of  men  can  never  forget.  In  the  language  of  Doubleday,  here  was  the 
first  serious  resistance  Lee's  army  encountered  before  the  coming  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  They  were  the  opening  shots  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.^' 
The  attack  was  repulsed,  but  company  B,  the  rear  company,  commanded  by 
Captain  Carnaghan,  were  almost  all  taken  prisoners.  Private  Thomas  H. 
Dailey,  company  C,  was  hit  in  the  face  by  a  ball  and  several  rebels  were  shot 
from  their  horses  before  they  retired,  t     Private  A.  Stanley  Ulrich,  company 

E,  and  James  K.  Moore,  company  C,  becoming  separated  from  the  regiment  in 
this  engagement  and  refusing  to  surrender,  finally  found  their  way  to  Gettys- 
burg on  the  30th  of  June  and  there  associating  themselves  with  company  K  (;f 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  fought  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  through  the  whole  of  the  battle,  and  afterwards  aided  in  bury- 
ing the  dead.J  Corporal  Charles  Macdonald  and  Privates  George  Steele  and 
A.  W.  Shick  from  company  F  had  been  ordered,  after  the  performance  of  a 
special  duty,  to  meet  the  regiment  at  Gettysburg.  At  the  turnpike  gate  on 
the  York  pike  they  were  charged  upon  by  the  rebel  cavalry  and  were  only  cap- 
tured after  they  had  discharged  their  muskets  and  Shick  had  endeavored  to 
bayonet  a  horseman,  one  of  two  who  fired  four  shots  at  him.?  Here  was  the 
first  encounter  within  the  limits  of  the  town.     J.  Howard  Jacobs,  of  company 

F,  was  left  in  Gettysburg  with  a  squad  of  men  in  charge  of  the  wagons.  They 
took  a  rebel  prisoner  and  afterward  about  fifty  in  number  participated  in  the 
engagement  at  Wrightsville,  in  which  nine  men  were  wounded,  and  aided  in 
the  burning  of  the  bridge  over  the  Susquehanna.f 

Upon  the  repulse  of  White's  cavalry  on  the  Hunterstown  road  the  regiment 
resumed  its  march,  and  after  having  been  drawn  up  in  lino  of  battle  again  at 
Dillsburg  to  resist  a  threatened  attack,  and  after  meeting  at  different  other 
points  small  bodies  of  the  enemy,  it  arrived  opposite  Harrisburg  at  Fort  "Wash- 
ington at  2  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday.  It  had  lost  176  men  captured 
and  all  of  its  equipage  and  supplies.  It  had  spent  two  days  and  a  half  in  al- 
most continuous  marching  and  skirmishing,  substantially  without  rest  or  shel- 
ter. From  the  time  the  men  left  Gettysburg  early  on  Friday  morning  until 
dusk  on  Saturday  evening  they  had  been  without  food.  For  two  days  longer 
they  were  without  tents,  and  through  the  nights  lay  upon  the  bank  in  the  fort 
exposed  to  the  rain. 

About  the  hour  of  their  arrival  at  Harrisburg,  General  Couch  telegraphed  to 
the  President  that  the  enemy  had  opened  fire  with  his  artillery  within  four 

*  About  the  only  opposition  he  encountered  came  from  a  militia  regiment  at  Gettys- 
burg but  this  was  soon  driven  away.  Doubleday 's  ChanoellorsvfUe  and  Gettysburg-,  p. 
112. 

t  Mss.  statements  of  Joseph  L.  Lenberger,  hospital  steward,  William  G.  George  aud 
Joseph  Donnel,  of  company  H,  George  B.  Lessig,  of  company  F,  Lieutenant  Edward 
P.  MoCormick,  of  company  C,  William  Few,  of  company  E.  Contemporary  mss.of 
Captain  F.  Klinefelter,  company  A.  Contemporary  letters  of  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker' 
company  F.  Official  report  of  Colonel  W.  W.  Jennings,  though  not  found.  Bates, 
Vol.  V.  p.  1225.  Statements  made  in  1881  by  Eufus  B.  Gulp,  J.  W.  Diehl,  A.  F.  Gitt  and 
Henry  Whitmer. 

t  Ms.  statement  of  A.  Stanley  Ulrich. 

§  Ms.  statement  of  Corporal  Charles  Macdonald,  company  F. 

1  Me.  statement  of  J.  H.  Jacobs,  of  company  F.  Heport  of  Colonel  J .  G.  Frlok,  War 
of  Kebellion,  No.  44,  p.  279.    Report  of  Major  G.  O.  Haller,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  44,  p. 
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miles  of  the  defensive  works,  and  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  rebel  Gen- 
eral Eodes  that  he  made  a  thorough  reconnaissance  of  the  fortifications  on  the 
29th,  and  had  ordered  an  assault  for  the  following  day.*  The  Army  of  the 
Potomac  interfered  with  his  purpose.  At  1  o'clock  on  the  28th,  General  Hal- 
leok  sent  word  to  Meade.  ' '  General  Couch  is  also  directed  to  co-operate  with  you 
and  to  move  his  forces  as  you  may  order."!  On  the  28th  Meade  reported  to 
Halleck  :  "If  he  (Lee)  is  crossing  the  Susquehanna  I  shall  rely  upon  General 
Couch  with  his  force  holding  him  until  I  can  fall  upon  his  rear  and  give  him 
battle, "t  and  on  the  30th  Meade  sent  a  dispatch  to  Couch  :  "The  army  is  in 
good  spirits  and  we  shall  push  to  your  relief  or  the  engagement  of  the  enemy 
as  circumstances  and  the  information  we  receive  during  the  day  and  on  the 
marches  may  indicate  as  most  prudent  and  most  likely  to  lead  to  ultimate  suc- 
cess. *  *  *  Can  you  keep  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  river?"?  What 
Meade  requested  was  accomplished.  Early  was  prevented  from  crossing  the 
Susquehanna  at  Wrjghtsville  by  the  resistance  he  encountered  and  by  the 
burning  of  the  bridge,  and  at  Harrisburg,  Rodes,  confronted  by  Couch,  by  the 
fortifications,  and  by  abattis  thrown  across  the  highways,  did  not  quite  reach 
the  river. 

At  12.15  on  the  30th,  General  Halleck  directed  General  Couch  that  "  every 
possible  effort  should  be  made  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  on  the  Susquehanna 
till  General  Meade  can  give  him  battle,"  T[  and  at  7  o'clock  on  the  next  morn- 
ing Meade  sent  a  dispatch  to  Halleck,  saying:  "If General  Couch  has  any 
reliable  force  I  shall  call  upon  him  to  move  it  to  aid  me,"  **  to  which  Halleck 
responded  :  "I  have  ordered  General  Couch  to  co-operate  with  you  as  far  as 
possible. "  tt  111  compliance  with  these  crders,  by  command  of  General  Couch, 
the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Emergency  Infantry,  together  with  some  bat- 
teries of  artillery  and  other  infantry  regiments,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th, 
marched  about  four  miles  from  the  fort  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  then  in  retreat 
from  the  Susquehanna. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  failure  of  Pickett's  charge  had  been  demon- 
strated, at  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  July,  General  Meade  sent  a 
dispatch  to  General  Couch  suggesting  the  possibility  that  Lee  would  again  as- 
sume an  offensive  attitude  and  await  an  attack,  and  saying  that  if  so,  "I  will 
apprise  you  of  the  fact  as  soon  as  I  am  certain  of  it,  and  I  then  desire  you  either 
to  form  a  junction  with  me,  or,  if  in  your  judgmeiit  the  same  can  be  done 
without  jeopardizing  the  safety  of  your  command,  attack  him."K  Lee,  how- 
ever, did  not  await  the  attack  but  retreated  toward  the  Potomac.  Couch  then 
thought  seriously  of  distributing  his  command  among  the  regiments  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  as  the  best  means  of  defending  the  State,  but  this  plan 
was  not  carried  into  effect.??     General  "W.  F.  Smith  advanced  from  Harrisburg 

*  Couch  to  Stanton,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45.  p.  390.    Rodes'  report,  War  of  Rebel- 
lion, No.  44,  p.  553. 
t  Halleck  to  Meade,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  43,  p.  62. 
X  Meade  to  Halleck,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  43,  p.  67. 
§  Meade  to  Couch,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  43,  p.  68. 
1  Halleck  to  Couch,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45,  p.  433. 
**  Meade  to  Halleck,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  43,  p.  70. 
tt  Halleck  to  Meade,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  43.  p.  71. 
tt  Meade  to  Couch,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45,  p.  499. 
§§  Couch  to  Stanton,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45,  p.  527. 
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■with  all  the  available  force  and  reached  a,  point  near  Cashtown.  It  appears 
that  he  sent  a  captain  entirely  around  the  rebel  army  to  report  to  General 
Meade  that  he  proposed  to  throw  his  force  across  the  turnpike  in  the  rear  of 
Lee,  not  then  knowing  that  the  battle  was  ended.  General  Meade,  who  was 
anxious  about  the  safety  of  Smith's  position,  instructed  him  that  he  had  better 
return,  and  Smith  philosophically  says  :  "I  should  have  been  two  days 
earlier,  and  then  such  a  move  would  have  been  of  great  service  even  if  the 
militia  had  been  very  roughly  handled,  which  would  probably  have  been  the 
case."  *  On  the  8th  of  July  General  Halleck  ordered  General  Couch  that  all 
the  forces  in  his  department  should  "  be  thrown  forward  to  assist  Meade,"  f 
and  on  the  10th  he  sent  a  dispatch  to  Meade  that  he  thought  it  would  be  best 
■'  to  postpone  a  general  battle  till  you  can  concentrate  all  your  forces  and  get 
up  your  reserves  and  re-enforcements."  j.  Another  desperate  struggle  between 
the  two  armies  north  of  the  Potomac  was  then  anticipated.  "  I  think, "  said 
Meade  to  Halleck,  "  the  decisive  battle  of  the  war  will  be  fought  in  a  few 
days."  §  The  Twenty-sixth  was  attached  to  the  brigade  of  Brigadier  General 
Charles  Yates  and  the  division  of  Major  General  N.  J.  T.  Dana,  United  States 
Tolunteers  and  on  July  12  was  sent  by  rail  as  far  as  Shippensburg  and  from 
there  marched  to  Chambersburg.  On  the  14th  with  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  men  in  ranks  it  marched  to  Greencastle.  From  Chambersburg,  Couch 
had  sent  word  to  Meade  that  he  had  with  him  at  that  point  nine  thousand  men 
and  eight  gnus,  but  was  unable  to  move  them  for  want  of  transportation  for 
the  supplies.  Under  the  spur  of  a  dispatch  from  Halleck  to  Couch  saying, 
sharply:  "  Take  it  wherever  you  can  find  it,  and  if  you  ran  find  none  go 
without  it  and  live  on  the  country.  Do  not  stop  at  trifles  at  this  crisis,"** 
we  made  our  march  of  that  day.  General  Couch  did  us  the  credit  to  report 
that  he  thought  many  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  would  do  well ;  and  he 
notified  Meade  that  Dana's  division,  twelve  thousand  strong,  would  be  at 
Greencastle  on  the  night  of  the  14th  and  at  his  disposal.ft  In  the  providence 
of  God,  however,  it  happened  that  we  were  not  then  to  be  subjected  to  the 
final  test.  On  that  day  Lee  with  his  army  crossed  the  Potomac,  a,  defeated 
and  almost  dismayed  leader,  with  a  broken  army  whose  victories  were  in  the 
past  never  more  to  recur. 

What  may  be  termed  the  active  campaigning  of  the  Twenty-sixth,  and  per- 
haps no  regiment  ever  had  more  of  it  within  so  short  a  space  of  time,  there 
ended. 

And  what  was  the  outcome  ?  Did  the  efforts  of  these  earnest  young  soldiers 
have  any  appreciable  effect  upon  the  mighty  struggle  with  which  they  became 
associated,  or  were  they  but  a  picturesque  and  interesting  preliminary,  worthy 
to  he  remembered  as  an  incident,  but  without  substantial  consequence  ?  Let 
us  again  turn  to  the  oflBcial  reports  for  the  answer.  Early's  Division  consisted 
of  the  hrigades  of  Hays,  Smith,  Hoke  and  Gordon,  supported  as  has  been  said 
by  Jones'  Battalion  of  Artillery  and  White's  Battalion  of  Cava]ry.|§  Early 
says  in  his  report  : 

*  Meade  to  Smith,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45,  p.  539. 
+  Halleck  to  Couch,  War  of  Hebellion,  No.  45,  p.  611. 
t  Halleck  to  Meade,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  43,  p.  89. 
§  Meade  to  Halleck,  War  of  Eebellion,  No.  43,  p.  86. 
**  Halleck  to  Couch,  War  of  Rebellion,  N  o.  45,  p.  678. 
++ Couch  to  Smith  and  Halleck,  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  45,  pp.  651, 697. 
§§  War  of  the  Rebellion,  No.  44,  p.  285. 
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I  moved  towards  Gettysburg  and  on  reacbing  the  forks  of  the  road  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  Cashtown,  I  sent  General  Gordon  with  his  brigrade  and  White's  Bat- 
talion of  Cavalry  on  the  pike  through  Cashtown  toward  Gettysburg,  and  moved  with 
the  rest  of  the  command  to  the  left  through  Hilltown  to  Mummasburg.  I  had  heard  on 
the  road  that  there  was  probably  a  force  at  Gettysburg,  though  1  could  get  no  definite  in- 
formation as  to  its  size,  and  the  object  of  this  movement  was  for  Gordon  to  amuse  and 
skirmish  with  the  enemy  while  I  should  get  on  his  flank  and  rear  so  as  to  capture  his 
whole  force.  On  arriving  at  Mummasburg  I  ascertained  that  the  force  at  Gettysburg 
was  small,  and  while  waiting  there  for  the  infantry  to  come  up,  whose  march  was  con- 
siderably delayed  by  the  muddy  condition  of  the  roads,  a  company  of  French's  cavalry 
that  had  been  toward  Gettysburg  captured  some  prisoners,  from  whom  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  advance  of  Gordon's  force,  a  body  of  cavalry  from  White's  Battalion 
had  encountered  a  regiment  of  militia,  which  fled  at  the  first  approach,  and  I  immedi- 
ately sent  forward  Colonel  French  with  his  cavalry  to  pursue  this  militia  force,  which 
be  did,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners.  Hays'  Brigade  on  arriving  was  also  dis- 
patched toward  Gettysburg,  and  the  other  brigades  with  the  artillery  were  halted  and 
encamped  near  Mummasburg.  I  then  rode  to  Gettysburg  and  found  Gordon  justen- 
tering^tbe  town,  his  command  having  marched  more  rapidly  than  the  other  brigades 
because  it  moved  on  a  macadamized  road.  The  militia  regiment  which  bad  been  en- 
countered by  White's  Cavalry  was  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  consisting 
of  eight  or  nine  hundred  men,  and  bad  arrived  in  Gettysburg  the  night  before  and 
moved  that  morning  a  short  distance  out  on  the  road  towards  Cashtown,  but  had  fled 
on  the  flrst  approach  of  White's  Cavalry,  taking  across  the  fields  between  Mummas- 
burg and  Gettysburg  and  going  toward  Hunterstown.  Of  this  force  one  hundred  and 
seventy-flveprisonersiaall  were  captured  and  subsequently  paroled.  Hays' Brigade 
was  halted  and  encamped  about  a  mile  from  Gettysburg,  and  two  regiments  were  sent 
to  aid  French  in  the  pursuit  of  the  fugitive  militia,  but  could  not  get  up  with  it.* 

Leaving  out  of  view,  because  immaterial,  the  uncomplimentary  allusions  to 
ourselves  and  the  somewhat  exaggerated  descriptions  of  rebel  prowess,  the 
facts  which  appear  beyond  question  from  this  report  are  that  Early  used  all  of 
his  division,  and  spent  the  whole  day  of  the  26th  of  June,  in  an  unsuccessful 
effort  to  "amuse"  and  "capture"  this  regiment.  The  engagement  on  the 
Hunterstown  road  occurred  between  4  and  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  he 
did  not  reach  Gettysburg  until  after  he  had  been  informed  of  its  result.  He 
had  been  sent  to  meet  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and,  failing  to  find  them,  he 
encountered  us.  To  him  had  been  entrusted  the  most  important  duty  com- 
mitted to  any  portion  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia— that  of  checking  the; 
advance  of  the  army  of  Meade^and  he  had  been  himself  held  for  one  day  by  a 
regiment  of  undisciplined  troops.  The  elaborate  preparations,  which  included 
"  Gordon  with  his  brigade  and  White's  Battalion  of  Cavalry  "  on  the  Cham- 
bersburg  pike,  and  Early  with  "the  rest  of  the  command  "  on  the  Mummas- 
burg road,  had  no  outcome  but  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  useless  prisoners, 
and  one-fourth  of  the  time  before  the  impending  battle  wasted  and  lost.  But 
this  does  not  yet  tell  the  whole  story.  Stuart  had  taken  a  wild  ride  around 
the  rear  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  Irom  Lee,  and  com- 
munication with  him  was  impossible.  The  only  bodies  of  cavalry  remaining 
with  Lee  were  Jenkins'  Brigade  and  "White's  Battalion.f  Jenkins  accom- 
panied the  invading  army  on  the  way  up  the  Cumberland  Valley  toward  Har- 
risburg,  and  Lee  was,  therefore,  utterly  dependent  upon  White's  Battalion, 
which  rode  over  the  mountains  with  Early,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Lee  was  groping  his  way  through  an  enemy's  country 
without  light.     His  wailing  cry  for  his  cavalry  is  almost  as  pathetic  as  that  of 


*  Early's  report.  War  of  the  Hebellion,  No.  44,  p.  465. 
t  Lee's  report.  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  44,  p.  316. 
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the  Koraan  emperor  to  Varus  for  his  legions  lost  in  the  German  woods.  "The 
movements  of  the  army  preceding  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  had  been  much  em- 
barrassed by  the  absence  of  the  cavalry."  *  So  late  as  the  27th,  the  day  after 
our  engagement,  be  it  noted,  he  laments  :  "No  report  had  been  received  that 
the  Federal  army  had  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  the  absence  of  the  cavalry 
rendered  it  impossible  to  obtain  accurate  information."  f 

That  body  of  cavalry,  from  which  alone  Lee  could  hope  to  get  the  facts  nec- 
essary to  determine  his  course,  was  engrossed  in  pursuing  what  they  called  the 
"  fugitive  militia, "  but  Colonel  Jennings,  more  skilful  to  save  than  General 
Early  was  to  capture,  by  celerity  of  movement  combined  with  firm  resistance 
when  it  became  necessary,  thwarted  every  attempt  and  the  regiment  was  not 
taken.  To  the  military  critic  must  be  left  the  problem  of  determining  the  ef- 
fect upon  the  impending  battle  of  the  detention  for  a,  whole  day  of  Early's 
Division  and  White's  Cavalry,  the  only  part  of  Lee's  army  which  was  upon 
the  same  side  of  the  mountains  with  Meade.  The  selection  of  Gettysburg  as  a 
battle-ground  was  fortuitous,  or,  at  most,  a  sudden  inspiration  upon  the  part 
of  Reynolds,  who  when  he  met  the  enemy  and  saw  the  location,  determined  to 
fight. 

Colonel  Garnett  of  the  rebel  army  asserts,  ' '  I  believe  it  was  never  General 
Lee's  intention  to  fight  a  great  battle  so  far  from  his  base  and  that  he  was 
drawn  into  it  by  the  want  of  information  of  the  enemy's  whereabouts.  "J 

If,  perchance,  Early,  instead  of  sending  White  and  French  to  the  Hunters- 
town  road,  and  hurrying  up  the  infantry  of  Gordon  and  Hays  in  the  vain  task 
to  which  he  devoted  them  on  the  26th  of  June,  had  been  able  to  report  to  Lee 
the  position  and  movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  who  can  say  that 
Rodes  would  not  have  made  his  assault  upon  Harrisburg  on  the  30th,  or  that  a 
battle  at  Gettysburg  would  have  ever  occurred  ?  Unlike  Meade,  who  permitted 
Stuart  to  ride  at  will,  Early  was  diverted  from  his  object  and  tempted  from  his 
duty.  That  Providence,  which  rules  the  universe,  sometimes  works  out  its 
ends  by  means  that  to  the  lesser  comprehension  of  men  seem  inadequate,  and 
in  the  great  chain  of  cause  and  effect  no  link,  however  apparently  unimportant, 
can  be  omitted.  If,  in  the  play  of  events,  your  services  were  an  essential  fac- 
tor at  that  crisis  in  the  fate  of  America,  your  countrymen  may  well  offer  to 
you  their  grateful  tribute,  for  you  conferred  upon  them,  and  upon  their  de- 
scendants for  all  the  generations  to  come,  benefits  of  incalculable  magnitude. 
If  those  services  were  not  of  such  inestimable  moment,  it  is  still  enough  to  pre- 
serve your  memories  green  forever  that  in  Pennsylvania's  time  of  trial,  you, 
her  sons,  were  there  to  show  that  her  resentful  arm  was  raised  to  smite  the 
foe,  and  that  you,  the  first  of  all  the  troops  of  all  the  states,  unaided  and  alone, 
met  the  rebel  army  upon  the  battle-field  of  Gettysburg.  ? 


•  Lee's  report,  War  of  Eebellion,  No.  44,  p.  321. 

t  Lee's  report.  War  of  Rebellion,  No.  44,  p.  307. 

t  Gamett'a  Gettysburg,  p.  9. 

"Tet  it  seems  certain  that  neither  Meade  nor  Lee  had  thought  of  it  as  a  posslhle  bat- 
tle-ground until  accident  thrust  it  upon  them."    Drake's  Gettysburg,  p.  13. 

S  This  regiment  on  June  26,  was  the  first  to  encounter  :and  exchange  shots  with  the 
invaders  of  1863. 

AUeman's  Gettysburg,  p.  16. 
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DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

i^^  REGIMENT  CAVALRY 

September  z,  1890 
ORATION  OF  CHAPLAIN  J.   HERVEY  BEALE 

COMRADES  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Cavalry  Regiment,  many  of 
our  sabers  are  still  bright  and  burnished  ;  our  steeds  are  dust  ;  all  have 
done  their  work,  we  pray  ;  and  hope  the  circumstance  may  never  arise 
that  will  call  our  weapons  forth  in  deadly  strife  again.  But  what  sol- 
dier can  stand  on  this  sacred  spot  or  in  his  quiet  home  and  look  upon  his  tried 
and  trusted  steel  without  recalling  the  scenes  of  the  past,  the  thousands  of 
comrades  that  stood  with  him  during  those  trying  years,  when  the  country  was 
bleeding  at  every  pore,  when  memory  like  a  weird  sister  stands  by  us,  bring- 
ing up  thousands  of  the  pale  faces  of  our  fallen  comrades  ? 

Twenty-seven  years  have  rolled  over  us  !  Twenty-seven  years,-  with  its  win- 
try blast  howling  through  the  leafless  tree  tops,  its  frosts  and  winds  have  crum- 
bled and  leveled  the  once  formidable  earthworks  as  well  as  the  little  mound 
beneath  which  sleep  the  fallen  braves ;  twenty-seven  young  summers,  with 
springing  grass  and  blooming  flowers,  have  covered,  painted  and  made  fragrant 
these  rocks  and  vales,  then  plowed  and  scarred  and  crimsoned  with  blood  of 
brothers. 

The  year  1861  opened  upon  our  happy  and  prosperous  nation  with  events  so 
new  and  startling  and  portents  of  evil  found  the  public  mind  resting  in  the 
quiet  calm  of  its  accustomed  security  ;  true  there  had  been  an  occasional  bold 
and  daring  threat  or  menacing  overt  act  from  the  southern  portion  of  our  coun- 
try, which  betokened  a  determination  of  purpose  more  serious  than  had  at  any 
previous  period  of  our  history  marked  the  wrangling  of  parties  arid  the  clash 
of  sectional  interests  ;  this  was  bat  the  resurrection  of  "state  rights"  mani- 
fested during  President  Jackson's  administration  ;  unfortunately  for  our  coun- 
try that  grand  document  called  the  "nullification  proclamation,"  which 
sounded  like  a  clarion  throughout  the  land,  was  not  resurrected  to  hush  that 
threatening  spirit  of  disunion. 

October  5th,  1860,  South  Carolina  (which  of  all  the  states  was  least  repub- 
lican in  its  form  of  government,  being  exclusively  aristocratic),  gave  inception 
to  organized  rebellion,  and  soon  the  fact  was  apparent  that  real  earnest  trea- 
son was  rapidly  spreading  its  contaminating  bane  over  a  large  section  of  our 
country,  ripe  for  any  deed  and  ready  in  its  daring  audacity  to  attempt  any 
overt  act.  The  flag  that  waved  over  the  "  Star  of  the  "West,"  laden  with  sup- 
plies for  our  pent  up  garrison  at  Fort  Sumter,  received  its  baptism  of  fire  from 
the  hands  of  the  misguided  sons  of  the  Palmetto  State,  from  guns  forged  under 
its  folds  and  owned  by  the  Government.  The  honor  of  our  Nation  hung  be- 
tween war  and  ignominious  peace.  But  when  the  first  gun  was  actually  fired 
at  Fort  Sumter  the  echo  of  that  gun  rolled  along  our  eastern  coast,  up 
through  the  New  England  States  until  it  struck  the  lumber  yards  of  Maine  ; 
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rebounded  through  the  Middle  States  ;  rolled  on  across  the  prairiesof  the  west ; 
leaped  the  Eocky  Mountains,  and  on,  and  on,  until  it  struck  the  golden  shores 
of  the  Pacific ;  but  the  echo  brought  back  with  it  the  swelling,  mighty  volume 
of  "  To  arms!  "  "Father  Abraham  "  heard  it,  and  gave  back  the  answer  in 
a  call  for  75,000  men. 

It  was  the  warm  blood  of  brothers  shed  upon  the  streets  of  Baltimore  on  the 
19th  day  of  April,  1861,  which  baptized,  as  it  were,  the  loyal  heart  of  the 
North  with  a  j  ust  revenge,  and  the  North  was  thoroughly  aroused  at  the  im- 
pending danger.  But  when  armed  rebellion  confronted  our  Government 
July,  1861,  at  Bull  Run,  it  was  plainly  developed  that  the  North  had  greatly 
underestimated  the  magnitude  of  the  revolt.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Keystone 
State  filled  its  quota  of  men,  and  had  sufficient  men  refused  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  filled  the  quota  of  all  the  States. 

General  Scott,  then  chief  in  command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
knowing  well  that  cavalry  was  expensive  in  equipment,  that  it  required  time 
to  make  them  proficient  in  service  (forgetting  that  the  flower  of  the  Southern 
army  was  mounted)  opposed  the  acceptance  of  cavalry  regiments.  Nothing 
daunted,  however,  some  companies,  which  afterwards  composed  your  regi- 
ment, offered  their  services  at  once.  Company  "A,"  for  instance,  had  oifered 
and  were  accepted  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  on  the  16th  of  April,  1861,  and 
ordered  to  be  ready  to  report  at  Harrisburg  on  short  notice.  Likewise  Com- 
pany "  C  "  tendered  their  service  in  case  they  were  needed,  and  when  accepted 
by  the  Governor,  were  assembled,  and  ready  to  move  on  the  16th  of  April, 
1861 .  So  nearly  all  of  the  companies  were  preparing  and  organizing.  At  that 
time  it  was  not  known  but  what  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  would  be 
made  the  line  of  battle,  and  although  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  was  full 
Governor  Curtin,  under  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  had  authority  to  raise 
and  equip  a  corps,  to  be  composed  of  twelve  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of 
rifles,  one  of  artillery,  and  one  of  cavalry,  to  be  called  the  "  Pennsylvania 
Reserve  Corps,"  to  be  used  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise  during  the  war: 
and  that  emergency  you  well  know  did  soon  arise.  When  our  Government 
forces  met  with  that  signal  repulse  at  the  First  Bull  Run  battle  and  when 
Washington  city  was  a  vast  hospital  for  the  wounded  and  an  asylum  for  the  af- 
frighted, then  a  telegram  was  sent  from  Washington  to  Governor  Curtin: 
"Have  you  any  troops?"  The  answer  immediately  went  back:  "Yes, 
12  000  strong, ' '  and  you  went  from  State  to  Government  service.  The  steady 
march  of  the  "Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps  "  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  of  Wash- 
ington city,  gave  new  hope  to  the  cast  down,  changed  chaos  to  order,  confu- 
sion to  discipline.  From  that  time  until  the  end  of  the  war  the  word  "Re- 
serve "  was  a  misnomer,  and  should  have  been  the  "Advance  Corps." 

At  this  time  there  were  five  companies  of  this  afterward  renowned  regiment 
in  "  Camp  Curtin,"  at  Harrisburg  ;  these  were  immediately  organized  by  the 
election  of  Captain  Hastings,  of  the  United  States  Army,  as  colonel,  and  Cap- 
tain Owen  Jones,  of  Company  "  B,"  as  major;  the  latter,  with  the  five  com- 
panies, accompanied  the  corps  to  Washington.  There  you  were  soon  increased 
by  two  additional  companies  from  Harrisburg.  Some  dissatisfaction  and  disap- 
pointment at  the  removal  of  the  regiment  from  the  State  before  it  was  com- 
pletely organized  and  equipped  caused  the  colonel-elect  to  decline  going  with 
the  regiment  to  Washington.  These  were  dark  days,  and  trying  to  the  seven 
companies  in  camp  near  Washington,  for  a  mouth  or  more  threatening  failure 
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in  tlie  attempt  to  form  u,  regiment.  About  the  1st  of  September,  however, 
through  the  advice  of  General  Stoneman  (then  chief  of  cavalry),  Governor 
C'urtin  secured  a  young  lieutenant  in  thelJnited  States  Army  as  colonel  of  the 
regiment.  Whatever  mistakes  Governor  Curtin  may  have  made  in  his  life  lie 
certainly  made  no  mistake  when  he  selected  Lieutenant  George  D.  Bayard 
as  colonel  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Cavalry.  About  this  time  three 
more  companies  were  added  to  the  regiment  .  "  H,"  "  I,"  and  "  K,"  making 
ten  companies  in  all. 

Need  I  remind  you,  the  material  composing  your  regiment  was  choice  in  its 
character.  The  Governor  refusing  all  companies  from  large  towns  and  cities, 
consequently  the  individual  components  of  your  regiment  were  men  who  were 
horsemen  and  chose  this  arm  of  the  service  on  account  of  their  love  for  the 
horse.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1862,  companies  "  L  "  and  "  M"  were  added, 
making  a  complete  regiment  of  twelve  companies,  and  known  throughout  the 
war  as  the  "  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Cavalry."  And  well  was  it  known, 
for  from  the  27th  of  November,  1861,  until  you  handed  your  tattered  colors  back 
to  Governor  Curtin,  after  over  three  years  of  continued  service  ;  on  sixty 
battlefields  and  in  more  than  thirty  skirmishes  you  had  carved  for  your  regi- 
ment an  enviable  reputation,  and  wrote  its  name  with  blood  on  every  battle- 
field from  Dranesville  to  the  Appomattox  Court  House. 

You  were  commanded  by  a  soldier,  who,  though  young  in  years,  had  won  for 
iiimself  distinction  on  the  frontiers ;  fully  equipped  as  a  disciplinarian,  ripe  in 
judgment,  quick  inaction,  that  gave  yon  confidence  as  you  went  forward  to 
ofiFer  your  lives  at  the  altar  of  your  country's  liberty,  his  renowned  courage 
and  dash  were  stamped  upon  the  character  of  your  regiment  and  in  return  for 
his  magnetic  influence,  in  less  than  nine  months  you  won  for  him  the  "Star," 
and  made  him  the  commander  of  the  first  cavalry  brigade  of  the  "Army  of 
the  Potomac."  You  lost  your  colonel  in  your  general  ;  as  he  still  led  you  on 
to  victories.  And  when  that  ' '  Star ' '  was  extinguished  on  the  bloody  field  of 
Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862,  you  lost  a  commander  ;  the  country  an 
officer,  possessed  of  the  requisites  and  properties,  to  have  made  him  the  Sheri- 
dan of  the  war.  For  nine  months  you  were  led  by  the  intrepid  Owen  Jones  ; 
and  from  that  until  the  end  of  your  service,  by  the  always  reliable  John  P. 
Taylor.  You  were  blessed  with  good  commanders,  who  sat  and  learned  of  the 
immortal  Bayard,  whose  spirit  controlled  yon  in  all  your  military  history,  and 
continues  in  your  memory. 

Time  will  not  permit  our  going  over,  in  memory  the  4,339  miles  you  marched 
during  your  more  than  three  years  of  service,  much  less  to  stop  and  fight  over 
again  your  sixty  battles  ;  or  wait  to  look  for  the  flash  of  the  picket  gun  as  you 
dash  into  more  than  thirty  skirmishes.  Touch  but  a  key  here  and  there  and 
memory  vibrates  over  the  whole  T)loody  war.  You  brought  on  and  assisted  in 
the  first  battle,  with  victory  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Think  for  a  moment,  and  Cedar  Mountain,  with  the  grand  charge  of  your 
First  battalion,  116  men  against  a  whole  division  of  infantry.  Bull  Run,  No. 
2,  where  you  saw  the  gallant  Kearny  with  rein  in  teeth,  his  only  arm  waving 
his  sword,  leading  on,  go  down,  to  rise  no  more.  Fredericksburg,  where  you 
led  the  advance  for  General  Franklin  ;  and  where  the  clarion  voice  of  your 
noble  Bayard  was  silenced  forever.  Brandy  Station,  where  your  mounted 
forces  as  a  corps,  for  the  first  time  met  the  mounted  forces  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
a  few  days  after  drove  them  into  the  mountain  fastnesses  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  so 
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crippled,  that  General  Lee  (in  his  oflBcial  leport),  complained  ol  the  "in- 
efficiency of  his  cavalry  "  in  his  raid  into  Pennsylvania,  which  culminated  at 
this  spot.  And,  what  of  Auburn  Mills  ?  Todd's  Tavern  ?  Richmond  Heights 
and  Meadow  Bridge ?  Haw's  Shop?  Cold  Harbor?  White  House-?  What 
of  St.  Mary's  church,  with  Gregg's  division  against  a  brigade  of  infantry  and 
the  whole  of  Lee's  cavalry  ?  Then  we  recall  the  Eapidan ;  the  advance  of 
Jackson  ;  the  stubborn  retreat  and  the  dreadful  slaughter  at  Cedar  Mountain, 
and  drawn  battle.  And  many,  what  we  called  skirmishes  (so  accustomed  to 
them  were  we),  but  if  ii  reporter  had  been  with  us,  he  would  have  dignified 
many  of  them  with  the  name,  battle.  That  was  a  skirmish  on  the  27th  of 
November,  1861,  but  you  had,  killed,  that  noble  comrade,  Assistant  Surgeon 
Samuel  Alexander  and  Private  Joseph  Hoateling,  and  two  others  severely 
wounded  ;  Colonel  Bayard  slightly,  with  his  horse  killed  under  him.  Had  the 
veteran.  General  Hooker,  seen  some  of  them  he  too  might  have  called  them 
battles,  and  not  issued  his  needless  "  reward  "  for  a  dead  cavalryman.  -Suffice 
it  to  say,  you  have  traversed  every  bridle-path  from  this  point  south  and  east 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  to  Appomattox  Court  House  ;  and  upon  every  battle-field, 
where  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  fought,  left  some  blood  of  your  regiment, 
with  which  the  pen  of  the  historian  may  indelibly  write  the  First  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserve  Cavalry. 

Twenty-three  years  ago,  on  the  3d  of  July  you  were  here,  where  now  you 
stand.  Twice  during  the  war  the  invading  army  had  set  foot  upon  the  soil  of 
your  native  State  ;  the  first  time  their  bold  and  daring  valor  culminated  at  An- 
tietam.  Too  many  battles  had  been  fought  and  lost ;  and  may  it  not  be  at- 
tributed to  the  fact,  that  as  yet,  no  blow  had  been  struck  at  the  cause  of  the 
war?  A  race  of  people,  like  a  chained  Hercules,  panting  to  he  free,  were  in 
chains,  and  nothing  had  been  done  to  break  their  shackles,  over  and  above  all 
our  pretenses  and  hypocritical  assertions,  rose  the  curse  of  slavery  like  a  Chim- 
borazo  above  the  clouds,  until  again  the  enemy  had  been  victorious  at  Bull 
Run,  No.  2  ;  had  crossed  the  Potomac  and  were  again  threatening  the  capitol, 
when  the  immortal  Lincoln,  on  his  knees  promised  the  Almighty,  that  if  our 
arms  were  once  more  successful,  slavery  should  die,  and  on  the  next  day  the 
news  was  borne  to  him,  the  glorious  news  from  Antietam.  But  before  the 
campaign  of  1862  ended,  the  Rappahannock  ran  blushing  to  the  sea,  and  from 
Fredericksburg  many  brave  spirits  were  launched  into  eternity,  among  them 
that  of  the  brilliant  soldier  and  unsurpassed  cavalry  officer.  General  George  D. 


The  campaign  of  1863  was  sharp  and  sanguinary,  until  the  1st  of  July  the 
tide  of  war  threw  its  crimson  crest  up  to  the  foot  of  these  hills,  and  from  out 
yonder  grove  came  one  fatal  ball,  steeped  in  death's  bitter  waters,  it  sought  a 
shining  mark  and  truly  it  found  one,  when  it  touched  the  life  cord  of  General 
John  Fulton  Reynolds,  and  well  had  you  cause  to  mourn  his  fall,  for  he  was 
one  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  boys.  Here  he  fought  his  last  battle.  Peace 
to  the- ashes  that  embodied  a  spirit  so  genial,  noble,  heroic. 

Here,  twenty-seven  years  ago,  you  came,  bringing  your  precious  charge 
(from  Taneytown)  General  Meade.  Here  the  red  tide  of  rebellion  reached  its 
heights,  when  it  threw  its  spray  over  Little  Round  Top.  Here,  on  this  spot, 
where  the  awful  charge  came  sweeping  like  an  avalanche  and  up  to  our  left 
and  center,  our  veteran  legions  met  the  tide  and  rolled  it  back  in  bloody  sweat. 
Here,  you  stood  between  the  enemy  and  the  fruitful  fields,  fine  towns  and  rich 
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cities  of  Pennsylvania,  and  your  homes  dear  as  life  itself.  Here  in  that 
snpreme  moment,  exposed  to  the  crashing  shells  from  more  than  two  hundred 
guns,  concentrated  upon  this  spot,  to  break  our  lines  and  cover  their  on-rush- 
ing charge.  Here,  you  waited  with  drawn  sabers  under  direct  orders  from 
General  Meade:  "Incase  the  assaulting  column  should  break  our  lines  to 
charge."  To  charge  under  the  circumstances,  a  whole  division  of  infantry, 
flushed  as  it  would  have  been  with  success,  would  have  been  simply  annihil- 
ation of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Cavalry  to  if  possible  save  the  army. 
Here  you  waited,  looking  down  on  the  maelstrom  of  death,  dying  yourselves 
each  moment  with  those  who  were  dying  ;  that  the  circumstances  did  not  arise 
that  spared  you  from  making  that  awful  (and  doubtless  your  last  charge;,  was 
not  your  fault,  you  were  here  to  do  it,  and  here  you  have  come  to-day  to  place 
your  regimental  monument,  to  perpetuate  your  willing,  if  needs  be  sacrifice, 
as  well  as  the  name  of  the  regiment  that  was  always  at  the  front,  and  never 
turned  its  back  to  the  foe.  Here,  upon  your  native  soil,  where  you  will  guard 
with  your  lives  and  your  spirits  in  coming  generations,  you  to-day  dedicate 
this  monument  to  the  memory  of  your  fallen  comrades,  to  the  State  that  gave 
you  birth,  to  the  Union  of  these  United  States  you  helped  preserve  and  to  the 
memory  of  a  regiment,  which,  for  completeness  of  organization,  rapidity  of 
training,  skill  and  steadiness  in  movement,  for  success  in  manoeuvre  and 
evolution  in  face  of  tlie  enemy,  for  unassuming  and  quiet  courage  so  con- 
spicuous on  the  field  of  battle  as  to  have  had  but  few  equals,  and  no  superior  ; 
you  dedicate  this  monument  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Cavalry.  And 
you  have  with  you  in  the  kindness  of  pix)vidence,  the  "father"  of  the  regi- 
ment. Governor  Curtin,and  your  late  colonel.  General  John  P.  Taylor,  the  only 
original  captain  left  of  those  who  witnessed  the  organization  of  the  regiment 
in  the  presence  of  the  Governor  and  his  staff  in  1861. 

It  remains  for  me  now  but  to  say,  here  the  victory  was  yours,  Pennsylvania 
was  once  more,  and  for  the  last  time  rescued  from  the  grasp  of  the  enemy  and 
her  fair  domains  spared  ever  afterwards,  the  blighting  curse  of  sweeping  armies. 
Eothermel  may  paint.  Poets  may  sing.  Historians  may  write  the  history  of 
those  three  bloody  days,  but  never  until  graves  are  no  longer  made  and  the 
resurrection  morn  shall  put  a  tongue  in  every  wound  and  eternity  shall  reveal 
the  thought  of  the  dying,  will  the  history  of  those  three  awful  days  be  wholly 
known.  When  heaven  opens  the  vials  of  incense  that  escaped  as  prayers  from 
the  hearts  of  the  fallen,  as  thanks  to  a  merciful  father,  ior  the  rain  that  de- 
scended that  night,  that  bathed  the  burning  aching  wounds,  that  cooled  the 
parched  and  fevered  tongue  and  washed  the  bloody  laces  of  the  dead. 

Many  scenes  of  battle,  blood  and  hardship  you  experienced  after  you  turned 
from  this  spot,  like  the  children  of  Israel  when  through  the  "  Red  sea,"  the 
"Wilderness  was  still  before  you,  and  many  went  down  on  the  way,  before  in 
the  strength  of  justice  and  the  might  of  mercy,  your  arms  were  plumed  with 
victory  at  Appomatox  Court  House. 

And  many  have  since,  from  their  quiet  home  scenes  from  amidst  the  loved 
ones  given  up  their  spirits  to  join  their  old  companions. 

"  A  chosen  corps  they  are  marching-  on, 

In  a  wider  field  than  ours ; 
Those  bright  battalions  still  obey 

The  chief  of  the  heavenly  powers. 
And  high  brave  thoug-hts  float  down  to  us. 
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The  echoes  of  that  far  off  fight, 
Like  the  flash  of  the  distant  picket  buh. 

Through  the  shades  of  hovering  night ; 
We  shall  meet  and  greet  in  closing  ranks, 

In  time's  declining  sun. 
When  the  bugles  of  God  shall  sound,  recall. 

And  the  battle  of  life  be  won." 

A  few  years  hence  these  scarred  and  famous  hills  will  resound  no  more  with 
the  hearty  reunions  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Cavalry.  In  view  of 
this,  the  Inevitable,  you  have  to-day  dedicated  a  monument  with  a  history, 
where  generations  yet  unborn  may  come,  and  read,  and  make  their  offering  at 
the  soldier's  shrine.  And  the  proudest  boast  of  your  posterity  will  be,  that 
their  sires  stood  here  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  1863,  in  the  vortex  of  war  and 
fought  for  liberty  and  Union. 

And  should  the  tempest  of  war  over-shadow  our  land,  they  will  catch  of 
your  spirit. 

"  And  your  swords,  from  the  sleep 

Of  their  scabbards  will  leap. 

And  conduct  with  their  points,  every  flash  to  the  deep ; 

For  ne'er  shall  the  sons  of  Columbia  be  slaves. 

While  the  earth  bears  a  plant,  or  the  sea  rolls  a  wave." 


THE     FIRST    PENNSYLVANIA     CAVALRY    IN     THE    GETTYSBURG 

CAMPAIGN 

An  Address  Delivered  at  the  Site  Selected  for  the  Monument  at 
Gettysburg,  September  i  i,  i88g 

BY  FIRST  LIEUT.  AND  ADJUTANT  WM.   P.  LLOYD 

THE  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  also  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  of  the  Penu- 
sylvania  Reserve  Corps,  and  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  of  the  line,  was 
composed  of  men  enlisted  from  twenty-six  different  counties  of  the 
State.     It  was  organized  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  August  28,  1861,  at  Harrisburg  ;  and  was  mustered  out  September  9, 
1864,  having  participated  in  all  of  the  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
during  that  period. 

The  first  colonel  of  the  regiment  was  Lieutenant  George  D.  Bayard  of  the 
Fourth  Regular  Cavalry.  To  this  brilliant  and  ^lamented  soldier  and  unsur- 
passed cavalry  officer  the  regiment  owed  the  completeness  of  its  organization, 
and  the  thoroughness  of  its  training. 

On  the  promotion  of  General  Bayard,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Owen  Jones  became 
our  second  commander,  and  in  January,  1863,  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  John 
P.  Taylor,  a  native  of  Mifflin  county  who  was  in  command  of  a  brigade  fre- 
quently while  colonel  of  the  regiment,  when  the  command  of  the  regiment  de- 
volved upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  Gardner. 

At  dark  on  the  8th  of  May,  1863,  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  withdrew 
its  pickets  from  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  river,  fifteen  miles  below 
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Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  preparatory  to  joining  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in 
the  movement  northward  which  culminated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

A  month  later  found  us  in  camp  at  Warrenton  Junction.  June  the  7th  was 
spent  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  preparation  for  the  movement  which,  two  days 
later,  resulted  in  the  battle  of  Brandy  Station  or  Beverly  Ford,  by  the  Con- 
federates called  Fleetwood,  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  desperately  contested 
cavalry  engagements  fought  during  the  war.  The  next  evening  at  9  p.  m.  the 
division  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  Rappahannock  river  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  about  a  mile  from  Kelly's  Ford.  "We  were  quietly  aroused  from  our 
slumbers  at  3  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  before  we  had  finished  our  hasty 
breakfasts  heard  the  thunder  of  Buford's  cannon  at  Beverly  Ford. 

In  half  an  hour  we  had  crossed  the  river  and  were  pressing  forward  into  the 
interior.  Our  brigade,  the  Second,  commanded  by  Colonel  Wyndham,  of  the 
First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  moved  rapidly  forward  toward  Brandy  Station. 
Our  orders  from  General  Gregg  were  to  find  the  enemy  and  engage  him  at  once. 
We  pushed  forward  at  a  brisk  trot,  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry  in  front,  the 
First  Pennsylvania  next,  and  Martin's  Battery  and  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry 
bringing  up  the  rear.  In  less  than  an  hour  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  sta- 
tion, and  our  advance  guard  became  immediately  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
pickets,  driving  them  rapidly  back  toward  his  main  body — hurrying  our 
col  nmns  from  the  woods,  through  which  the  road  had  led  for  the  last  two  miles. 
Colonel  Wyndham  formed  his  brigade  in  column  of  regiments  in  the  open  field 
east  of  the  railroad  station,  and  beading  the  First  New  Jersey  in  person,  ordered 
the  whole  line  to  move  forward  and  charge  the  enemy.  The  First  Maryland, 
with  companies  A  and  B  of  the  First  Pennsylvania,  led  by  Major  W.  T.  Mc- 
Ewen  were  ordered  to  charge  the  station.  Colonel  Wyndham  led  the  First 
New  Jersey  against  a  battery  stationed  on  the  hill  beyond  the  railroad,  and 
Colonel  Taylor  the  remaining  ten  companies  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  against 
the  Barbour  house,  a  large  Virginia  mansion  situated  on  a  sharp  elevation 
along  the  railroad  and  a  short  distance  from  the  station.  On  our  right  Kil- 
patrick,  who  had  just  reached  the  field,  was  hurrying  his  brigade  into  position, 
his  regiments,  as  fast  as  formed,  moved  forward,  with  flags  and  guidons  flying 
and  sabers  flashing  in  the  sunlight,  in  long  straight  lines  to  the  onset.  The 
field  now  presented  a  scene  of  thrilling  interest.  Whole  brigades  of  cavalry  in 
column  of  regiments,  moving  steadily  forward  to  the  attack  on  our  side,  while 
the  enemy's  cavalry  stood  in  glittering  ranks  awaiting  the  assault  ;  and  his 
artillery,  stationed  on  the  surrounding  hills,  with  rapid  flash  and  continuous 
roar  belching  forth  its  concentrated  fire  on  the  advancing  columns.  But  with 
undaunted  firmness  our  lines  moved  forward.  First  at  a  steady  walk,  as  they 
had  nearly  a  half  mile  to  advance  over  an  open  plain,  then,  quickening  their 
pace  to  a  trot,  and  again  as  the  space  between  the  battle  fronts  rapidly  short- 
ened, the  gallop  was  taken,  and,  as  the  crowning  act  in  the  inspiring  scene, 
when  we  had  closed  on  the  enemy  until  scarcely  fifty  paces  intervened,  the 
order  to  charge  rang  along  our  front.  The  lines  met  with  a  heavy,  dead  shock. 
For  nearly  hall  an  hour  the  fight  raged  hand-to-hand  and  face-to-face,  the  Con- 
federates using  the  pistol,  and  our  men  the  saber.  Wavering  at  length  before 
the  steady  persistency  of  our  attack,  the  enemy's  lines  gave  way  and  retreated 
in  confusion  ;  and  we  were  moved  to  the  right  to  connect  with  Buford's 
command. 

When  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  emerged  from  the  woods,  at  the  open- 
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ing  of  the  action,  it  was  formed  facing  tlie  railroad,  and  about  half  a  mile  from 
it  and  immediately  on  the  left  of  and  supporting  our  battery.  Scarcely  half  the 
regiment  had  gotten  into  position  when  the  enemy  oijened  a  battery  from  the 
eminence  of  the  Barbour  house,  hurling  with  great  rapidity  .shot  and  shell  into 
our  ranks.  When  we  moved  forward  it  was  to  take  this  hill  and.  if  possible, 
rapture  the  battery.  As  we  marched  straight  forward  toward  the  smoking  can- 
non's mouth  they  first  saluted  us  with  shell  and  spherical  case,  and  as  the  dis- 
tance grew  less  hurled  grape  and  canister  into  our  faces.  But  unheeded  and 
without  a  waver  our  line  moved  on,  and  would  doubtlessly  have  taken  the 
guns  had  it  not  been  broken  iu  crossing  an  intervening  ditch,  which  enabled 
the  battery  to  move  off  before  the  regiment  could  he  crossed.  Once  beyond  the 
ditch  the  regiment  reformed  at  the  base  of  the  hill  under  a  heavy  fire,  poured 
upon  it  from  the  garden-yard  and  building  surrounding  the  mansion.  Half 
the  regiment  led  by  Colonel  Taylor  now  moved  on  the  house  from  the  front 
while  the  balance  of  it  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner  at  its  head  swung 
round  on  its  left  and  rear,  and  both  wings  dashing  impetuously  forward  soon 
cleared  the  enemy  from  the  intervening  space.  Just  as  the  First  Pennsylvania 
commenced  to  ascend  the  hill  in  its  charge  a  gallant  and  dashing  Confederate 
officer  rode  forward  from  the  ranks  and  called  out  : 

"  Put  up  your  sabres  ;  put  up  your  sabres,  draw  your  pistols  and  fight  like 
gentlemen."  But  the  clash  and  ring  and  sturdy  strokes  of  our  long  glittering 
sabres  answered  him,  and  soon  broke  and  scattered  his  line.  "We  had  met 
White's  noted  battalion  of  Virginia  horse,  and  although  unaware  of  it  at  the 
time  had  stormed  and  captured  Stuart's  headquarters.  This  we  learned  from 
an  ofiicer  of  his  staff,  who  was  among  the  prisoners  taken. 

General  D.  McM.  Gregg  says  of  this  important  battle  :  "The  contest  was 
maintained  until  the  arrival  of  rebel  infantry  from  Culpeper  ;  after  this  a  junc- 
tion was  made  by  the  two  divisions,  and  toward  evening,  leisurely  and  unmo- 
lested, all  recrossed  the  Rappahannock.  The  object  of  the  reconnaissance  had 
been  fully  accomplished — the  numbers,  position  and  intentions  of  the  enemy 
fully  discovered." 

June  10th  you  returned  to  Warrentou  Junction  and  resumed  picket  duty  at 
that  place.  Here  the  regiment  rendered  most  efiicient  and  important  service  in 
the  valuable  information  of  the  enemy's  movements  which  it  secured  in  its  num- 
erous scouts  and  forwarded  to  General  Hooker.  This  information  was  the  first 
to  reveal  with  certainty  Lee's  advance  northward. 

The  division  having  concentrated  at  Manassas  Junction  the  regiment  joined 
it  on  the  15th  of  June  and  moving  westward  over  the  Bull  Run  battle-ground, 
struck  the  Centreville  pike  and  reached  Aldie  on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th. 
At  dark  on  the  18th  the  regiment  received  orders  to  move  down  the  east  side  of 
the  mountains  to  Thoroughfare  Gap  and  hold  it  until  relieved.  Starting  in  a  vio- 
lent thunderstorm  we  groped  our  way  through  blinding  darkness  over  a  misera- 
ble road,  reaching  Hay  Market  at  1  a.  m.,  and  there  stood  to  horse  until  morn- 
ing when  we  found  the  gap.  Those  who  were  engaged  in  this  dismal  march 
will  remember  it  as  one  of  the  most  trying  and  disagreeable  services  ever  per- 
formed hy  the  regiment.  Relieved  on  the  following  night  by  the  Second  Corps, 
the  regiment  again  rejoined  the  division  on  the  morning  of  21st  at  Aldie.  Here 
Stuart's  whole  force  was  again  met  hy  our  cavalry  corps  and  after  two  days  of 
desperate  fighting  was  forced  back  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles  and  his  routed 
and  scattered  columns  pushed  into  the  gaps  of  the  Blue  Ridge.     Our  cavalry 
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never  displayed  more  determined  and  persistent  courage  than  during  these 
memorable  actions.  Stone  fences,  with  which  this  country  was  covered,  rocks, 
ravines,  ditches,  buildings,  and  everything  available  for  defense  were  held  by 
the  enemy  with  stubborn  tenacity.  As  often  as  dislodged  from  one  position  he 
rallied  on  the  next,  holding  it  until  again  forced  back  by  our  resistless  charges. 
The  Second  Brigade,  which  had  been  held  in  reserve,  was  not  engaged  until 
the  22d,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  front,  and  covered  our  retiring  columns 
from  TJpperville  back  to  Aldie.  The  enemy  following  in  force,  pressed  heav- 
ily upon  our  rear.  Colonel  Taylor,  who  had  been  in  command  of  the  brigade 
since  the  wounding  of  Colonel  Wyndham,  at  Brandy  Station,  formed  his  line 
with  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry  on  the  right  and  the  First  Pennsylvania  on 
the  left  of  the  pike  and  a  section  of  artillery  in  the  center,  and  in  this  man- 
ner moved  slowly  back.  Several  times  during  the  day  the  brigade  was  at- 
tacked with  great  vigor  and  determination  by  the  enemy,  who  was  following 
with  five  regiments  and  a  full  battery  of  artillery — the  fighting  being  especially 
sharp  as  we  were  passing  the  narrow  defile  at  Goose  Creek,  and  again  at  Mid- 
dleburg,  but  as  often  as  the  attempt  was  made  to  break  our  lines  his  charging 
columns  were  successfully  met  and  comi)elled  to  retire. 

' '  These  successful  engagements  of  our  cavalry, ' '  remarks  General  Gregg, 
"left  our  infantry  free  to  march  without  the  loss  of  an  hour  to  the  field  of 
Gettysburg,  where  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  destined  to  deliver  the  blow 
which,  more  than  any  other,  was  to  determine  the  issue  of  the  rebellion." 

The  cavalry  remained  at  Aldie  until  the  26th  of  June  to  protect  the  crossing 
of  the  trains  at  Edwards'  Ferry  and  then  moved  forward  to  the  Potomac. 
Reaching  the  river  about  10  a.  m.  of  the  27th,  we  crossed  at  2  p.  m.  and  drew 
up  in  column  of  squadrons  on  the  Maryland  shore.  This  was  the  first  time  the 
regiment  had  been  north  of  the  Potomac  since  its  advance  into  Virginia,  Oc- 
tober loth,  1861.  Its  operations  had  been  confined  to  an  area  of  about  seventy 
miles  square,  extending  from  Fredericksburg  and  the  northern  neck  of  Virginia 
on  the  east  to  the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  west,  and  from  the  Potomac  on  the  north 
to  the  Rappahannock  and  Rapidan  rivers  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley  on  the 
south  and  southwest.  So  often  had  this  section  of  the  sacred  soil  been  trav- 
ersed by  the  marching  and  counter-marching  of  the  regiment  that  every  road, 
lane  and  by-path  was  almost  as  familiar  to  us  as  the  localities  of  our  own  homes. 
There  was  scarcely  a  town  in  this  whole  stretch  of  country  around  which  we 
had  not  been  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  more  than  once  had  the  streets  of 
some,  as  Warrenton,  Aldie,  Salem,  and  Culpeper,  rung  with  the  clatter  of 
our  charging  squadrons  ;  hardly  a  hamlet  dignified  with  the  name  of  village 
which  was  not  marked  as  a  skirmish  ground  ;  a  cross  road  at  which  we  had  not 
stood  picket,  or  a  fordable  point  on  the  Rappahannock,  from  Port  Conway 
on  the  east  to  where  it  dwindles  to  a  mountain  brook  in  Western  Virginia,  or 
on  the  Rapidan  from  its  mouth  southwest  to  Madison  Court  House,  that  we  had 
not  stood  guard.  So  that  when  once  freed  from  the  barren  waste  and  the 
putrid  air  of  this  war-cursed  region  it  was  not  without  emotions  of  joy  that  we 
again,  after  twenty  months  of  absence,  pressed  a  friendly  soil,  and  once  more 
breathed  the  atmosphereof  loyalty,  although  we  had  come  to  roll  back  the  tide 
of  invasion  from  our  own  homes. 

At  dark  on  the  same  evening  we  again  commenced  our  march  northward. 
Passing  through  Poolesville  and  Barnesville  and  reaching  Urbana  at  daylight, 
we  halted   for  breakfast.     Resuming  march   again   after   an  hour's  rest,  we 
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crossed  the  Mouocacy  river  at  the  Junction  and  halted  about  11  a.  m.,  a  mile 
east  of  Frederick  City.  The  regiment  was  here  detached  from  its  division,  the 
Second  of  Pleasanton's  cavalry  corps,  commanded  by  General  Gregg,  and  as- 
signed to  duty  at  army  headquarters.  General  Meade  had,  on  various  oeca- 
.sions,  shown  a  marked  interest  in  the  record  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
was  making  for  itself,  never  forgetting  that  it  was  a  member  of  his  old  division, 
the  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  when  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  hastened  to  show  his  appreciation  of  its  merits  by  detailing  it  for 
special  duty  at  his  headquarters  during  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  Nine  com- 
panies of  the  regiment  were  engaged  in  this  duty.  Companies  G  and  L  being 
on  detached  service  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  and  company  H  at  General  Sedg- 
wick's headquarters,  and  led  the  advance  of  the  Sixth  Corps  in  the  pursuit 
which  followed  the  battle. 

Leaving  Frederick  City  with  army  headquarters  on  the  evening  of  the  29th, 
we  reached  Middleburg  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  30th.  Agajn  on  the  road  at  daylight 
we  arrived  at  Taneytown  in  the  afternoon,  and  encamped  in  a  strip  of  woods  a 
short  distance  west  of  the  village.  Toward  evening  of  the  next  day  we  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  the  First  Army  Corps  and  the  death  of 
General  Eeynolds  at  Gettysburg.  Resuming  the  march  at  10  p.  m.  we  reached 
the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field  about  4  a.  m.  of  the  2d  of  July.  Halting  at 
Rock  Creek  we  fed  our  horses  and  breakfasted,  and  then  moved  to  the  front, 
which  we  reached  at  9  a.  m.  We  were  at  once  assigned  a  position  between  the 
Baltimore  pike  and  the  Taneytown  road,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  left  center, 
as  guard  or  support  to  the  reserve  artillery.  Here  we  remained  all  day.  To- 
ward evening  an  attack  was  made  upon  our  left,  commanded  by  General 
Sickles,  which  assumed  a  very  grave  aspect,  and  it  seemed  for  a  time  that  it 
might  be  successful.  Our  infantry  lines  were  compelled  to  yield  before  the 
fierce  onset  of  the  enemy,  and  were  forced  back  nearly  half  a  mile.  At  this 
critical  juncture,  when  the  alarm  and  contusion  incident  to  the  breaking  of  a 
battle  line  were  every  moment  growing  more  serious,  the  First  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  by  its  steady  and  cool  behavior,  and  the  prompt  and  skilful  action  of 
Colonel  Taylor,  rendered  most  valuable  services  in  arresting  stragglers  and 
checking  in  its  incipiency  what  might  have  proven  a  serious  confusion  if  not 
worse. 

.\t  sundown  the  regiment  was  withdrawn  a  mile  to  the  rear  and  bivouacked 
in  a  position  to  guard  against  an  attack  upon  our  ammunition  trains.  At  day- 
break on  the  morning  of  the  :W  we  returned  again  to  the  position  we  had  oc- 
cupied on  the  previous  day.  About  10  a.  m.  Colonel  Taylor  received  an  order 
to  report  at  army  headquarters,  which  was  at  the  small  house,  now  made 
famous,  on  the  Taneytown  road,  and  a  short  distance  to  the  right  and  front  of 
the  position  occupied  by  the  regiment.  General  Meade,  after  making  inquiry 
as  to  the  strength  and  condition  of  the  regiment,  ordered  the  colonel  to  take  it 
back  about  a  mile  to  the  rear,  and  deploy  it  in  light  skirmish  line,  so  as  to 
cover  as  large  a  front  as  possible,  and  in  this  manner  to  move  up  to  the  rear  of 
the  battle  line,  bringing  with  us  every  man  found  fit  for  duty  within  the  sweep 
of  our  extended  front,  and  to  remain  there  and  let  none  but  the  disabled  pass 
to  the  rear.  This  duty  was  promptly  performed,  and  the  position  indicated 
taken  by  the  regiment. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  battle  opened  at  daylight  of  this  (the  third) 
day  on  the  right  at  Gulp's  Hill,  and  raged  fiercely  for  several  hours  there,  while 
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the  center  and  left  remained  inacti\e  and  were  not   disturbed  by  tlie  enemy 
until  about  1  p.  m. 

The  severe  and  exacting  service  to  which  the  men  had  been  subject  for  two 
months  previous  in  the  almost  constant  marching  and  skirmishing  since  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  had  well  nigh  exhausted  their  powers  of  endurance. 
And  although  all  knew  full  well  that  the  ominous  calm  that  reigned  along  our 
immediate  front  was  but  the  precursor  of  a  gathering  storm  which  might  burst 
at  any  moment  upon  us,  yet  at  the  time  of  the  artillery  attack  which  preceded 
Pickett's  charge  there  was  scarcely  a  trooper  who  was  not  stretched  at  the  feet 
of  his  horse  trying  to  snatch  a  few  moment's  repose.  Upon  the  spot  where  they 
slept  were  trained  more  than  a  hundred  cannon,  shotted  and  primed,  and 
awaiting  the  signal  to  pour  forth  a  stream  of  withering,  blasting  death,  and  to 
many  a  one  it  was  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking.  Suddenly,  about  1  o'clock, 
the  silence  -was  broken  by  the  report  of  a  single  gun  from  the  enemy's  lines  in 
our  immediate  front,  which  sent  a  shell  whizzing  and  shrieking  over  our 
heads.  It  was  the  signal  gun.  This  was  immediately  followed  by  a  deafen- 
ing burst  of  thunder  sound  which  seemed  to  ma.ke  the  solid  earth  start,  and  trem- 
ble under  our  feet,  and  a  moment  after,  the  air  was  thick  with  flying  missiles, 
which  crashed  and  tore,  and  burst  around  us.  This  terrific  fire  continued  with 
unabated  fury  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  al- 
though not  engaged,  wa.s  exposed  to  its  full  force,  and  maintained  its  position 
until  ordered  to  another  part  of  the  field.  The  regiment,  although  a  veteran 
organization  of  two  years'  active  service  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  with  a 
reputation  for  coolness  and  bravery  under  fire,  which  had  been  eai'ned  by  its 
gallant  deeds  on  more  than  a  score  of  battle-fields,  was  here  subject  to  a  severer 
test  than  ever  before.  When  the  enemy's  guns  first  opened  the  attack  was  so 
sudden  and  the  fire  so  appalling,  the  men  unprepared  for  it,  many  of  them 
aroused  in  bewilderment  from  their  slumbers,  and  the  regiment  scattered,  its 
line  covering  the  whole  left  center  of  the  battle  front,  that  it  was  .scarcely  to 
be  hoped  it  would  maintain  its  ground,  separated  as  it  was  in  two  detachments 
and  both  deployed  in  light  skirmish  lines.  The  colonel  at  once  saw  the 
threatened  danger  and  instructed  Adjutant  Lloyd  to  gather  all  the  men  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  and  with  the  color  bearer,  to  take  up  a  position  about  the 
center  of  the  line,  while  he.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardner  and  Sergeant  Major 
Hamilton  concentrated  the  regiment  on  the  colors.  This  movement,  though  a 
most  judicious  one,  was  rendered  unnecessary  here  by  the  firmuess  with  which 
the  regiment  had  maintained  its  ground.  The  men  were  all  found  at  their 
posts,  and  rallying  about  the  colors  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole  command  had 
assembled  and  completed  its  formation.  Shortly  after  this  an  order  was  re- 
ceived to  withdraw  from  the  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  Moving  a  short 
distance  to  the  rear  we  remained  until  the  repulse  of  Pickett's  charge.  At  the 
opening  of  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  Colonel  Taylor,  with  the  larger  portion  of 
the  regiment,  occupied  a  position  a  .short  distance  to  the  left  of  General  Meade'.s 
headquarters,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardner  with  about  three  companies  oc- 
cupied a  line  immediately  in  the  rear,  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  point  where 
Pickett  broke  through  our  front.  The  position  of  Colonel  Gardner's  detach- 
ment, as  nearly  as  it  can  be  located  now,  was  a  few  yards  east  of  what  is  now 
the  eastern  edge  of  the  avenue,  extending  along  the  rear  of  the  battle  line  on 
this  part  of  the  field  and  is  the  location  selected  for  our  regimental  monument. 
In  the  evening  we   withdrew  from  the  field   to  find  grazing  for  our  horses. 
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Moving  back,  along  the  Baltimore  pike  about  two  miles,  we  drew  up  i  ii  a 
field  of  grass.  Unsaddling  and  turning  loose  our  hungry  and  jaded  horses,  we 
next  turned  our  attention  to  our  own  wants.  Supper  was  soon  cooked,  as  it 
consisted  of  but  hardtack  and  coffee,  yet  it  was  eaten  with  keen  relish  as  it  was 
the  first  meal  we  had  been  permitted  to  prepare  for  two  days.  Supper  over, 
we  wrapped  our  blankets  about  us  and,  lying  down  upon  the  ground,  though 
pelted  by  a  dashing  rain  storm,  were  soon  enjoying  an  uninterrupted  and  re- 
freshing night's  sleep. 

It  was  still  raining  the  next  morning  and  we  were  allowed  a  day  of  rest. 
Two  weeks  of  most  exhausting  service  ending  in  the  last  three  thrilling  and 
momentous  days  had  well  nigh  worn  out  both  man  and  beast ;  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  we  were  again  in  the  saddle  with  our  faces  turned  south- 
ward. Rejoining  the  division,  nine  days  after  the  battle  found  us  at  Harper's 
Ferry  hastening  to  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac  to  dispute  Lee's  recrossiug 
into  Virginia.  But  we  arrived  too  late.  Instead  of  finding  ourselves  in  the  un- 
disputed possession  of  the  south  side  of  the  river,  we  learned  on  reaching 
Shepherdstown,  the  unpleasant  intelligence  that  the  whole  Confederate  army 
was  there  to  meet  us.  Assuming  a  bold  front  General  Gregg  formed  a  line  of 
battle  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the  town  with  the  Second  Brigade  in  reserve. 
The  division  remained  in  this  position  with  little  molestation  from  noon  of  the 
15th  until  about  11  a.  m.  of  the  16th.  But  shortly  after  this  hour  the  enemy 
began  to  advance  in  force  making  a  fierce  cavalry  attack  on  the  right  of  our 
line,  and  at  the  same  time  opening  heavily  with  artillery  on  the  center  and  left. 
The  First  Brigade,  though  doing  nobly,  could  not  long  withstand  the  pressure 
of  such  an  attack.  It  must  be  reinforced,  and  the  First  Pennsylvania  was 
ordered  to  its  support.  Crossing  an  open  space  of  nearly  a  mile  in  length  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  turning  down  the  Charlestown  pike, 
the  regiment  advanced  along  it  by  column  of  fours  for  half  a  mile  in  direct 
line  with  a  battery  which  swept  its  entire  length — to  the  position  assigned  it. 
Companies  I  and  K,  Captains  McGregor  and  Williams,  were  immediately 
dismounted  and  sent  to  the  right,  and  companies  C,  Captain  McNitt,  and  D, 
Captain  McDonald,  to  the  left  to  reinforce  the  skirmish  line,  while  the  balance 
of  the  regiment  present,  consisting  of  company  A,  Lieutenant  Kelly  ;  B,  Cap- 
tain Litzenburg;  E,  Captain  Newman,  and  F,  Captain  Davidson,  remained 
mounted  with  drawn  sabres,  ready  to  charge  in  case  the  enemy  should  break 
the  advance  line.  The  regiment  remained  in  this  position  until  the  action 
ceased  at  dark,  and  was  all  the  while  subject  to  a  heavy  fire  of  both  infantry 
and  artillery.  As  night  approached  the  enemy  became  more  desperate  in  his 
eftorts  to  break  our  line,  and  made  charge  after  charge  on  different  points  of  it 
with  both  mounted  and  dismounted  forces,  aided  by  a  heavy  fire  from  his  ar- 
tillery, but  the  rapid  and  deadly  volleys  of  our  carbineers  as  often  forced 
him  back. 

We  were  withdrawn  from  the  battle  line  at  midnight,  and  the  division, 
marching  through  a  drenching  rainstorm,  reached  Harper's  Ferry  at  9  o'clock 
next  morning.  And  here  ended  the  Gettysburg  campaign  for  the  First  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry. 

It  is  but  just  to  the  cavalry,  in  recording  its  services  at  Gettysburg,  to  take 
a  wider  range  of  the  field  than  the  limits  which  are  circumscribed  by  the  monu- 
ment marked  battle  lines.  Hence  it  has  been  the  effort  in  this  imperfect 
sketch  to  sweep,  with  hurried  glance,  the  whole  circle  of  the  campaign— start- 
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ing  at  Fredericksburg,  May  8,  and  following  the  northern  trend  of  the  moun- 
tains, pausing  a  brief  moment  at  Brandy  Station,  Aldie,  Upperville,  Gettys- 
burg and  then  again  southward,  resting  at  Shepherdstown,  July  16 — seventy 
days  of  incessant  march,  scout,  skirmish,  battle — our  contribution  to  the 
glorious  consummation  wfiich  we  call  Gettysburg. 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

2°  REGIMENT  CAVALRY 

September  h,  1889 

ADDRESS.  BY  CAPTAIN  SEIP 

COMRADES  and  friends  : — After  an  interval  of  over  twenty-six  years  we 
meet,  most  of  us,  for  the  first  time  since  the  war  upon  this  historic  bat- 
tle-field. By  reason  of  the  rain,  which  by  its  steady  fall,  reminds  us  of 
that  leaden  storm  that  then  suddenly  and  fiercely  fell  upon  us  close  to 
this  spot,  we  meet,  too,  at  the  headquarters  of  that  gallant  commander.  Gen- 
eral Meade,  under  whom  we  served  so  closely  and  so  loyally.  A  providential 
order  finds  us  here  to-day  as  it  did  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  just  as 
obedient  and  soldierly  as  in  1863. 

The  white  frost  of  age  has  brushed  aside  the  vigor  ot  youth.  Disease,  and 
wounds,  and  privations  endured  in  the  past,  have  stamped  their  service  medals 
upon  your  bronzed  and  war-worn  faces  and  bodies.  I  can  see  before  me,  painted 
in  living  colors,  the  same  bright  spirits,  whose  brave  souls  glowing  with  pa- 
triotic fire,  rode  to  victory,  every  saber  unsheathed,  every  guidon  to  the  front, 
every  man  riding  into  the  jaws  of  death.  I  can  feel  once  more  the  impassioned 
patriotism  that  impelled  us  to  the  front  in  the  days  of  1861.  I  see  the  boys  of 
fourteen  years  of  age  advancing  with  the  middle-aged  and  the  old  in  response 
to  their  country's  cry  for  help.  The  bugle  call  we  have  just  heard  is  as  inspir- 
ing to-day  as  it  was  in  the  past.  No,  not  to  all,  for  fifteen  hundred  of  our  two 
thousand  veterans  have  already  encamped  upon  "fame's  eternal  camping 
grounds,"  laying  down  their  lives  in  the  swamp,  the  forest,  in  hospital,  on 
battle-field,  in  prison,  and  since  the  war  have  wasted  away  from  wounds,  dis- 
ease and  age.  They  will  only  respond  when  the  sound  of  the  great  trump  of 
God  is  heard.  But  in  a  higher  sense  they  are  here  with  us.  Their  deeds  on 
this  and  other  historic  fields  can  never  die  while  humanity  lives.  They  are 
here,  every  deed  and  action  of  war  budding  and  blossoming  into  loyalty,  and 
adding  holy  incense  to  these  our  solemn  ceremonies.  They  are  here,  living  in 
our  hearts  and  memories,  and  will  ever  live  with  us,  until  the  last  life  is  sur- 
rendered. The  tie  of  comradeship — forged  amidst  blood  and  death,  the  joys 
of  victory,  the  sorrows  of  defeat,  the  horrors  of  captivity,  the  woe  of  the  hospi- 
tal, the  daily  trial  of  the  camp  and  the  march — can  only  be  severed  by  obliv- 
ion. It  is  a  tie  that  grows  stronger  with  age — a  golden  bond  that  biiids  our 
lives  and  patriotic  deeds  with  our  country's  national  life  and  honor. 

We  meet  to  dedicate  a  monument  in  honor  of  a  regiment  whose  valor  upon 
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-this  and  other  battle-fields  needs  no  eulogium  from  me.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  F.  Fox,  in  his  excellent  work  entitled  "Eegimental  losses  in  the 
American  Civil  War,  1861-1865,"  says  :  "The  Pennsylvania  regiments  were 
second  to  none.  The  cavalry  of  the  State  were,  as  a  whole,  unsurpassed.  They 
saw  plenty  of  hard  fighting,  and  their  total  losses  in  action  exceed  the  cavalry 
losses  of  any  other  State. "  Our  regiment  participated  in  forty-three  general 
engagements  during  its  term  of  enlistment.  It  has  had  the  proud  distinction 
of  having  served  at  general  army  headquarters  under  all  the  commanding  gen- 
erals of  the  Army  of  Virginia  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Generals 
Pope,  McClellan,  Burnside,  Hooker  and  Meade,  each  of  whom  gave  it  unquali- 
fied praise  for  its  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  its  soldierly  appearance  and  merits 
and  military  spirit.  It  has  served  under  all  the  distinguished  cavalry  generals 
of  the  war,  from  Buford  to  Sheridan,  and  has  often  been  placed  on  detached 
duty,  under  such  able  generals  in  command  as  Heintzelman,  Birney  and  others. 
Its  officers  embraced  gentlemen  who  had  served  under  Napoleon  I,  been  edu- 
cated at  West  Point,  and  trained  in  the  finest  volunteer  cavalry  organizations 
of  the  country.  Many  were  liberally  educated  and  generously  nurtured  in  the 
first  colleges  of  the  land.  They  were  brave,  chivalric  and  an  honor  to  any  com- 
mand. In  active  service  many  noble  traits  were  developed  among  them.  Our 
venerable  Major  Steele,  now  with  us,  honored  for  his  bravery  and  kindness  ; 
our  brave  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brinton,  the  soul  of  courage  and  honor,  who,  had 
his  desire  for  action  prevailed,  would  have  made  us  heroes  and  brigadier  gen- 
erals long  before  the  war  closed  ;  the  gallant  Chauncey,  whose  spirited  charge 
at  Rappahannock  Station  never  will  be  forgotten  ;  the  heroic  sacrifice  of  Dr. 
Weidman,  at  Occoquan,  who  voluntarily  became  a  prisoner  in  order  to  succor 
our  wounded  boys,  and  the  many  other  brave  and  gallant  deeds  of  officers — 
who  can  or  will  forget  them?  The  men  came  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  They 
embraced  the  farmer,  the  student,  the  hardy  pioneer,  the  lumberman,  and 
many  noble,  intelligent  sons  of  worthy  parents.  There  never  was  a  court- 
martial  held  or  deserved  by  any  one  in  the  regiment  for  cowardice  in  action. 
On  the  contrary,  all  were  in  the  forefront  of  battle,  ever  ready  to  follow  when- 
ever the  order  to  advance  was  given.  A  nobler  regiment  of  officers  and  men 
never  rode  into  action  than  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  Had  its  official 
reports  been  made  as  the  regulations  requiied — a  matter  almost  impossible, 
owing  to  our  constant  hard  duty  in  the  field — its  record  to-day  would  show  it 
among  the  very  first  of  the  cavalry  regiments  of  the  army  in  every  respect. 

It  is  peculiarly  appropriate  that  a  regiment  with  such  a  record  should  be  as- 
signed by  the  State  Monumental  Commission  and  the  Memorial  Commission 
the  place  of  honor  at  General  Meade's  headquarters  that  they  have  selected  for 
our  monument.  Here  it  was  when  the  fearful  charge  of  Pickett  was  made  that 
companies  A,  H,  K  and  I  stood  in  battle  array,  driving  to  the  front  all  who 
■  tried  to  seek  the  rear.  At  the  time  we  did  not  know  what  the  dreadful  fire 
of  artillery  that  proceded  this  charge  meant.  It  seemed  to  rock  the  earth  and 
make  man  and  horse  tremble.  Plunging  shot  and  shell  fell  all  around  us  ;  one 
shell  alone  killing  twenty-three  horses,  another  going  through  General  Meade's 
headquarters,  and  causing  the  general  and  staff  to  remove  to  more  secure  quar- 
ters in  the  woods,  south  of  the  Taney  to  wn  road.  No  one  can  describe  fully  the 
horrors  of  the  hours  that  passed  as  we  stood  in  line  of  battle  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  3d  of  July,  near  the  site  of  our  monument.  Among  the  incidents  of 
that  dreadful  carnage  we  witnessed,  I  remember  distinctly  an  artilleryman,  in 
50 
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charge  of  two  steaming  horses,  endeavoring  to  reach  the  reai',  as  he  said,  for 
water.  He  came  from  one  of  the  batteries  immediately  in  our  front  and  in 
front  of  Pickett's  center.  "We  turned  him  hack.  He  exclaimed,  as  he  again 
went  to  the  front,  that  he  would  return  to  the  rear  in  some  other  way.  Soon 
he  appeared,  wounded,  I  think,  with  two  rebel  prisoners  that  he  had  just  cap- 
tured, and  then  we  suffered  him  to  go  on  his  way  rejoicing.  In  July,  1888,  I 
met  this  same  soldier  at  the  reunion  here,  and  gave  him  a  soldier's  greeting. 
The  shot  and  shell  set  fire  to  our  hospitals  that  were  located  near  Eock  Creek. 
It  was  pitiful  to  see  the  wounded  dragged  from  amidst  the  burning  tents, 
and  most  pitiful  to  see  drowning  during  the  rain  that  ensued  in  the  even- 
ing, wounded  saved  from  the  hospitals  and  the  field,  and  who  had  been, 
placed  on  the  banks  of  this  stream.  We  never  quit  our  posts  until  eight  o'clock 
at  night,  and  then,  after  resting  a  few  hours,  we  were  sent  with  the  remainder 
of  the  regiment  to  convey  the  body  of  General  Reynolds  and  three  thousand 
rebel  prisoners  to  "Westminster,  Md.  Detachments  of  the  regiment  had  served 
every  day  of  the  battle  in  other  parts  of  the  field,  with  distinguished  gallantry, 
supporting  batteries,  etc.  On  our  return  from  "Westminster,  on  the  5th  of  July, 
we  assisted  in  burying  the  dead,  caring  for  the  wounded,  and  bringing  in  pris- 
oners from  the  surrounding  country.  "We  found  rebels  working  in  the  wheat 
fields,  having  deserted  their  colors.  The  country  for  ten  miles  around  was  one 
vast  hospital.  The  dead  were  swollen  and  difigured,  and  presented  ghastly 
sights,  and  the  odor  of  the  field  was  sickening.  "We  buried  120  rebels  in  front 
of  one  of  our  batteries.  The  first  monument  I  ever  saw  on  this  field  was 
that  of  a  horse  which  had  been  shot  in  the  neck.  He  had  fallen  down  on  all 
fours.  His  neck  was  beautifully  arched,  and  he  died  in  the  act  of  looking  at 
the  wound  that  killed  him.  It  seemed  like  a  statue,  and  made  a  vivid  impres- 
sion on  my  mind  at  that  time. 

The  monument  that  we  have  erected,  and  which  we  now  desire  to  turn  over 
formally  to  the  State  and  Memorial  Oommission,  through  their  representatives- 
now  before  me,  is  indeed  a  work  of  art.  The  Monument  Committee  of  this  regi- 
ment have  devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  its  erection.  The  artist  who  exe- 
cuted it,  Mr.  J.  K.  EUicott,  was  selected  after  very  careful  inquiry.  His  worth 
is  attested  by  the  fact  that  his  success  with  our  monument  induced  the  McClel- 
lan  Monument  Association  to  employ  him  to  execute  their  $25,000  memorial  to- 
General  McClellan,  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  He  has  thrown  into  the  statue  the  in- 
spiration of  genius,  as  well  as  the  careful  work  of  an  expert,  for  he  has  served 
in  the  army  as  a  soldier  himself.  The  bronze  work  was  executed  by  Bureau 
Brothers,  of  Philadelphia,  the  leading  art  bronze  founders  on  this  continent. 
The  granite  work  was  done  by  P.  Eeinhalter  &  Co.,  also  of  Philadelphia, 
whose  work  speaks  for  itself.  The  dress,  accoutrements,  etc.,  for  the  model 
were  obtained  from  the  U.  S.  arsenal,  and  represent  the  actual  equipment  of 
a  cavalryman  of  1861-5.  Every  detail  during  the  modeling  was  carefully  su- 
pervised by  Captain  George  A.  Dodd,  U.  S.  Army,  and  members  of  your  com- 
mittee and  the  regiment.  As  a  work  of  art  there  is  no  monument  on  this  field 
that  surpasses  it,  either  iu  design  or  finish,  and  few  that  equals  it.  It  is  a- 
typical  representative  of  a  dismounted  cavalryman,  in  the  act  of  charging  his 
carbine  with  his  last  cartridge,  while  the  enemy  is  advancing  upon  him.  It 
seems  as  if  you  could  see  with  him  the  approaching  rebels,  so  intent  is  his  gaze, 
so  full  of  action  his  whole  figure. 

And  now  what  does  this  monument  mean  ?     It  symbolizes  the  buried  youth 
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and  broken-down  health  of  the  men  whom  I  see  before  me.  It  commemorates 
the  death  of  brave  men,  who  willingly  oflfered  up  their  lives  that  the  Nation 
might  live.  It  reminds  us  of  the  sacrifice  of  fathers,  mothers,  wives,  children, 
and  all  our  kindred  during  the  war,  and  since  the  war.  It  illustrates  in  its 
highest  sense  the  manhood  of  men,  who  threw  their  living  hearts  as  a  bulwark 
against  treason's  deathly  steel  and  shot,  and  poured  out  their  blood  like  water 
to  save  the  flag  and  honor  of  a  common  country.  What  mighty  sacrifices 
these  were!  During  winter's  cold  and  summer's  heat,  the  dust  and  fatigue 
of  the  march,  the  days  of  hunger  and  nights  of  unrest,  the  agony  of  battle 
and  woe  of  prison,  the  torments  of  disease  and  privation,  all  willingly  suf- 
fered for  our  national  life.  O,  the  self-abnegation  these  sacrifices  biing  to 
recollection !  0,  the  sublime  heroism  of  such  sacrifices — the  unselfish  patriotism 
ot  such  devotion!  No  language  can  measure  the  depth  of  hearts  that  burned 
with  such  love  of  country.  "The  glory  of  Miltiades  will  not  let  me  sleep," 
exclaimed  an  ambitious  Greek  youth.  The  glory  of  Gettysburg  will  awaken 
every  patriot  heart  in  every  clime  and  every  land  until  time  shall  be  no  more. 
Marathon,  Thermopylse,  Gettysburg  will  inspire  martial  breast  and  historic 
page  forever.  Let  ours  be  the  duty,  my  comrades,  to  guard  with  sacred  care 
the  honors  here  won.  Let  nothing  tear  from  our  hearts  the  lessons  of  patriot- 
ism that  this  monument  will  teach  so  long  as  it  endures.  Let  us  hand  down  to 
posterity  undimmed  the  grand  doctrine  of  loyalty  to  God  and  country  that  our 
sufferings  and  sacrifices  burned  into  every  patriot  heart.  Let  us  be  true,  now 
and  hereafter,  to  that  manhood  which  on  this  field  built  up  for  all  time  the 
heritage  of  freedom  that  we  now  enjoy.  As  soldiers  of  a  Christian  country, 
may  we  ever  be  found  carrying  erect  the  flag  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  stand- 
ing for  the  truth  and  the  covenant  principles  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

May  time  tenderly  guard  this  monument,  and  surround  it  with  loving  bene- 
factions. I  trust  that  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  fathers  who  fought  here 
will  so  venerate  it  when  we  are  gone  that  it  wiU  become  for  them  a  place 
where  patriotism  shall  rehearse  the  glorious  deeds  of  their  patriot  sires,  and 
valor  here  draw  inspiration  to  help  to  build  up  national  life  and  honor  in  the 
hour  of  trial- £«nd  danger. 


BATTLE-DAYS. 


BT  OKORGE  PARSON  liATHROP. 


Dedication  of  the  Second  Penngulvania  Cavalry  Monument, 


Veteran  memories  rally  to  muster 

Here  at  the  call  of  the  old  battle-days:— 
Cavalry  clatter  and  cannon's  hoarse  bluster ; 

AH  the  wild  whirl  of  the  fight's  broken  maze  ;— 
Clangor  of  bugle  and  flashing  of  sabre. 

Smoke-stifled  flags  and  the  howl  of  the  shell. 
With  earth  for  a  rest-place,  and  death  for  a  neighbor. 

And  dreams  of  a  charge  and  the  deep  rebel  yell. 
Stern  was  the  task  in  the  field  where  the  reaping 

Spared  the  ripe  harvest,  but  laid  our  men  low ; 
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Grim  was  the  sorrow  that  held  us  from  weeping : 

Awful  the  rush  of  the  strife's  ebb  and  flow. 
Swift  came  the  silence— our  enemy  hiding 

Sudden  retreat  in  the  cloud-mufBed  night ; 
Swift  as  a  hawls-pounce  o'er  hill  and  dale  riding ; 

Hundreds  on  hundreds  we  caught  in  their  ilight ; 
Hard  and  incessant  the  danger  and  trial 

Laid  on  our  sciuadrons,  that  gladly  bore  all, 
Scorning  to  meet  with  delay  or  denial 

The  summons  that  rang  in  the  battle-days'  call. 

II. 

Wild  days  that  woke  to  glory  or  despair 

And  smote  the  coward  soul  with  sudden  shame. 
But  unto  those  whose  hearts  were  bold  to  dare 
All  things  for  honor,  brought  eternal  fame  ;— 
Lost  days— undying  days  ! 
With  undiminished  rays 
Here  now  on  us  look  down  !— 
Illuminating  our  crown 
Of  leaves  memorial,  wet  with  tender  dew 

For  those  who  nobly  died 
In  fierce  self-sacrifice  of  service  true, 

Bapt  in  pure  fire  of  life-disdaining  pride ; 
Men  of  this  soil,  who  stood 

Firm  for  their  country's  good 
From  night  to  night,  from  sun  to  sun. 

Till  o'er  the  livmg  and  the  slain 
A  woeful  dawn  that  streamed  with  rain 
Wept  for  their  victory  dearly  won. 

III. 

Days  of  the  future,  prophetic  days. 

Silence  engulfs  the  roar  of  war  ;— 
Yet,  through  all  coming  years  repeat  the  praise. 

Of  those  leal  comrades  brave,  who  come  no  more ; 
And  when  our  voices  cease. 

Long,  long  renew  the  chant,  the  anthem  proud. 
Which,  echoing  clear  and  loud 

Through  templed  isles  of  peace. 
Like  blended  tumults  of  a  joyous  chime, 
Shall  tell  their  valor  to  a  future  time. 
Shine  on  this  field  ;  and  in  the  eyes  of  men 
Rekindle,  if  the  need  shall  come  again. 
That  answering  light  that  springs 
In  beaconing  splendor  from  the  soul,  and  brings 
Promise  of  faith  well  kept  and  deed  sublime ! 


THE  HISTORICAL  ADDRESS  OF  PRIVATE  JOHN  J.  GALBRAITH. 

'  R.  President  and  Comrades  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  :  One 
of  the  pleasant  satires  often  heard  these  days  among  veterans  is,  that 
whenever  a  regiment  holds  a  reunion  everybody  discovers  that  it  did 
all  the  fighting,  and  by  its  own  valor  put  dovrn  the  Rebellion!  I  shall 
not  make  quite  such  a  large  claim  for  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  but  I 
will  say  of  it,  what  the  man  said  of  himself  when  describing  the  occasion  of 
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his  birth,  who  declared  that,  -while  he  did  not  remember  much  about  the  af- 
fair, he  knew  he  was  there!  Whether  our  regiment  cut  much  of  a  figure  in 
this  battle  or  not,  we  know  we  "  were  there."  I  also  claim  for  the  regiment 
that  it  did  all  the  duty  required  of  it  while  upon  this  field. 

The  part  I  have  to  perform  to-day  does  not,  under  the  rules  of  the  State  Mon- 
ument Commission,  include  the  rehearsal  in  detail,  of  the  services  of  the  Second 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  during  its  term  of  enlistment.  That  would 
occupy  too  much  time,  and  would  be  too  formidable  a  task  for  the  present  oc- 
casion. A  comprehensive  and  suggestive  summary  of  the  career  of  the  regi- 
ment is  furnished  by  the  inscriptions  upon  this  monument,  covering  a  period 
from  early  in  1862  till  the  summer  of  1865,  and  not  ending  until  after  the  stars 
and  bars  of  rebellion  had  gone  down,  in  absolute  and  permanent  defeat.  The 
names  of  the  battles  on  this  little  monument  are  full  of  interest  to  any  one 
familiar  with  the  history  of  the  war,  and  full  of  stirring  associations  to  every 
true  American  ;  but,  for  the  survivors  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
they  awaken  volumes  of  recollections  that  come  back  with  peculiar  force  and 
meaning.  How  the  mere  recital  of  the  list  brings  again  to  our  minds  the  scenes 
and  experiences  of  many  different  fields!  Prom  Cedar  Mountain,  all  the  way 
through  to  Appomattox!  Following  that  opening  fight  of  Pope's  campaign, 
where  our  spirited  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  P.  Brinton  begged  to  be  allowed 
to  charge  upon  the  enemy's  line  along  the  mountain,  came  long  and  severe  ser- 
vice, for,  while  we  were  attached  to  "army  headquarters  at  this  battle  we  had 
only  been  assigned  there  a  few  days  before  the  engagement  here.  Previous  to 
that,  after  closing  the  campaign  with  Pope  (having  guarded  the  stone  bridge 
over  Bull  Eun  on  the  night  of  the  ill-fated  30th  of  August),  and  having  spent 
the  remainder  of  the  year  1863  in  service  with  Stahel,  a  portion  of  the  regiment 
having  been  roughly  handled  at  Occoquan,  and  after  spending  the  succeeding 
winter  in  severe  scout  and  picket  duty,  losing  a  number  of  men  in  various 
ways,  we  marched  towards  the  Pennsylvania  battle-field  under  Kilpatrick. 
We  reached  Frederick  June  28,  where  Colonel  Price  reported  with  the  regi- 
ment to  General  M.  R.  Patrick,  provost  marshal  of  the  army,  and  on  the  30th  we 
reported  at  the  headquarters  of  General  Meade,  the  new  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  next  night  companies  A,  H  and  K  were  dispatched  to  Frederick  on  spe- 
cial duty,  returning  to  Taneytown  on  the  2d,  and  reaching  this  field  on  the  3d. 
Company  C  was  sent  from  Taneytown  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  to  Manchester 
.  with  a  message  to  General  Sedgwick,  directing  him  to  take  the  Sixth  Corps  to 
Gettysburg  with  all  haste. 

The  companies  with  headquarters  marched  on  the  night  of  the  1st  to  Union 
Bridge.  At  3  a.  m.  of  the  2d  they  started  forward,  getting  here  about  10 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  being  placed  in  the  wheat  field  a  few  rods  back 
from  where  Hancock  Station  is  now  located.  Some  of  the  ardent  carbineers  of 
the  regiment  were  soon  taking  a  hand  as  sharpshooters  in  front  of  the  Emmits- 
burg  road. 

When  the  heavy  shelling  was  opened  that  afternoon  (4  p.  m.  according  to 
Comrade  Eshelman's  diary)  we  were  moved  back  into  a  piece  of  woods  across 
the  Taneytown  road,  owing  to  the  heavy  slaughter  taking  place  among  the 
horses.  The  new  position  was  a  little  less  exposed,  though  still  well  within 
range  of  the  active  guns  of  the  enemy.  The  shot  and  shell  from  the  Seminary 
batteries  fell  in  fierce  showers,  and  there  appeared  to  be  but  slight  chance  for 
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any  one  on  that  spot  to  escape.  It  is  a  matter  of  supprise  to  those  who  were 
there  that  the  histories  of  this  fight  make  such  slight  reference  to  the  heavy 
cannonading  of  the  afternoon  of  July  3.  We  were  that  evening  comparatively 
inactive,  though  deeply  interested  spectators  of  the  bloody  drama  of  battle  be- 
ing enacted  along  the  left  and  left  center.  Two  companies,  including  G  and  F, 
were  posted  on  the  ridge  where  it  terminates  at  Little  Eound  Top,  and  through 
their  line  the  men  of  Sykes'  Division  passed  when  falling  back  before  Long- 
street. 

The  regiment  was  represented  at  a  number  of  important  points  on  the  iield. 
While,  as  an  organization,  it  did  not  get  here  until  the  second  day,  individual 
members  of  the  regiment  were  here  on  each  day  of  the  fight,  as  well  as  on  the 
day  before  it  opened. 

A  member  of  this  regiment  had  the  honorable  and  exciting  experience  of  be- 
ing in  Gettysburg  when  the  first  hostile  shot  fell  there,  and  of  witnessing  the 
fighting  of  that  day  till  it  closed  at  Cemetery  Hill,  in  the  evening,  his  horse 
having  been  shot  while  going  back  through  the  town  with  the  right  of  the  line. 
Comrade  Wallace,  now  a  member  of  the  Monument  Committee,  also  entered 
the  town  aa  a  bearer  of  dispatches  during  the  action  of  the  first  day. 

Companies  T>  and  L  after  reaching  the  field  with  the  regiment  were  sent  to 
McAllister's  Hill  ;  later  they  were  moved  up  the  pike,  past  Culp's  meadow,  to 
the  foot  of  East  Cemetery  Hill,  to  support  batteries,  remaining  in  this  greatly 
exposed  position,  making  frequent  slight  cBanges,  until  withdrawn  on  the  night 
of  the  3d. 

Throughout  the  third  day  the  companies,  not  distributed  elsewhere,  were  in 
deployed  position  along  the  slope  of  Cemetery  Eidge,  and  from  this  vantage- 
ground  they  were  enabled  to  witness  the  progress  of  the  terrible  battle  that 
raged  along  the  main  line  in  their  front. 

Different  members  of  the  regiment  entered  in  their  diaries  at  the  time  their 
impressions  of  the  battle  at  this  point.  Comrade  Eshelman  mates  a  note  of  the 
fighting  at  Culp's  Hill  in  the  morning  ;  of  the  lull  that  followed,  and  then  the 
afternoon  contest,  of  which  he  made  entry  :  "At  2  p.  m.  the  most  furious  fight 
of  the  war  came  off. ' '  No  doubt  he  was  then  unconscious  of  the  force  and  ac- 
curacy with  which  he  was  describing  what  there  took  place. 

Captain  Seip,  whose  observations  were  always  careful  and  grapically  re- 
corded, in  speaking  of  the  terrible  combat  writes  :  "  The  rebel  yell  and  the 
Union  shout  arose  anon  out  of  the  din  of  the  conflict." 

Another  comrade  having  described  the  second  days'  severe  fighting  adds  : 
' '  This  was  to  be  renewed  and  intensified  on  the  third  day.  Then  it  was  that  the 
climax  of  'grim  visaged  war,'  seemed  to  have  been  reached.  With  a  slightly 
changed  position  the  Second  Cavalry  were  required  to  go  through  a  fiery  or- 
deal, compared  with  which  that  of  the  previous  day  was  not  to  be  mentioned." 

Comrades  of  the  Second :  Was  not  that  matchless  spectacular  exhibition 
which  you  witnessed  on  the  3d,  enough  to  stir  the  most  sluggish  blood  ?  There 
were  scenes  in  that  kalidescopical  view  capable  of  arousing  the  latent  interest 
of  the  most  stoical  observer.  There  are  men  in  our  line  who  fully  realize  that 
the  grandest  spectacle  of  all  human  history  is  transpiring  immediately  under 
our  eye ;  men  conscious  at  that  moment  that  they  are  witnessing  a  contest, 
upon  the  issue  of  which  depends  the  fate  of  the  Union,  and  the  future  of  free 
government  in  this  Western  world. 

Bare  is  the  privilege  accorded  us,  of  being  posted  where  we  have  a  full  view 
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of  this  incomparable  scene.  "What  a  glorious  battle  picture  do  we  here  behold  ! 
Cemetery  Hill,  the  Eound  Tops,  and  the  historic  Cemetery  Kidge  extending 
from  one  to  the  other.  The  whole  scene  is  within  the  scope  of  our  vision.  The 
conflicts  on  the  two  extremes  do  not  specially  challenge  our  attention,  since 
immediately  in  our  front  is  occurring  enough  to  hold  us  spell-bound,  so  grand, 
thrilling,  and  overwhelming  is  the  display.  We  realize  as  we  look  upon  it 
that,  like  "Niagara  among  the  wonder  works  of  nature,  the  reality  far  surpasses 
any  picture  thereof  ever  attempted.  It  were  impossible  to  exaggerate,  to  even 
adequately  represent  its  terrible  splendors.  Oh,  that  awful  crashing  storm  of 
artillery — who  can  ever  forget  it  ?  The  thundering  explosions  ;  the  incessant 
roaring  of  the  tempest  ;  the  fierce  shrieking  of  the  flying  projectiles  ;  the  infi- 
nite variety,  the  stupendous  volume  of  appalling  sounds.  Instead  of  diminish- 
ing they  continue  and  increase  as  though  some  mighty  revolution  of  nature 
has  occurred,  setting  in  motion  new  forces  of  destruction  which  are  hence- 
forth to  remain  perpetually  in  play. 

Terrible  as  are  the  deafening  sounds  which  greet  the  ear,  it  is  to  the  eye  that 
this  majestic  drama  chiefly  appeals.  The  exquisite  blending  of  colors,  yet  with 
all  the  striking  contrasts  fully  preserved,  is  such  as  would  delight  the  soul  of 
the  art  enthusiast.  Hovering  like  a  heavy  cloud  over  the  central  point  is  the 
dense  smoke  of  the  conflict,  black,  forbidding,  seemingly  impenetrable.  Yet 
in  this,  above  this  and  below,  appear,  like  dissolving  meteors,  the  flash  and 
streaming  fire  of  the  exploding  shells,  until  we  began  to  feel  that  ' '  chaos  has 
come  again."  The  most  brilliant  of  nature's  electric  displays  are  here  fairly 
rivaled  by  the  efforts  of  puny  but  wrathful  man. 

Beneath  such  a  spreading  and  vivid  canopy,  with  the  beautiful  banners  of 
Freedom  uplifted  among  them,  and  standing  as  though  petrified  in  their  places, 
are  the  men  composing  the  Union  battle  line,  the  indomitable  and  heroic  vete- 
rans of  the  old  Second  Army  Corps. 

Best,  rest  in  your  quiet  homes,  ye  holders  of  the  plow  on  far  off  farms  ;  walk 
safely  to  your  counting  houses  ye  busy  merchants  in  the  populous  cities  of  the 
land  ;  nlay  on  unmolested  at  your  games  and  your  toys  ye  prattling  children  in 
the  family  circles  all  over  the  Union— for  here  upon  these  rugged  and  frown; 
ing  heights,  with  their  stem  face's  turned  to  the  death  dealing  storm  ;  here, 
beneath  this  lowering  cloud  of  destruction,  is  fixed  a  bulwark  of  protection  and 
defense  for  you  all.  Here  is  a  breakwater  of  flesh  and  blood  that  will  save  this 
Nation  ' '  when  the  enemy  shall  come  in  as  a  flood. ' '  Though  it  shall  cost  them 
their  lives'  these  intrepid  men  will  preserve  for  you  a  heritage  of  freedom  and 
Union  which  you  may  fully  avail  yourselves  of  and  continue  to  enjoy  without 
let  or  hinderance. 

In  looking  upon  that  line  of  steel,  vitalized  by  that  other  line,  equal  in 
strength  and  firmness,  of  living  patriot  hearts,  we  instinctively  refieot  that  it 
is  the  human  element  in  every  great  scene  which  gives  it  supremest  interest. 
Nothing  in  all  that  sublime  spectacle  is  so  full  of  attraction  for  us  as  that  same 
living  line  of  blue,  so  clearly  defined  along  the  Eidge.  In  the  midst  of  all 
the  furious  tempest  as  though  "  born  to  rule  the  storm,"  there  stands  that 
steady,  firm,  unwavering  and  unfaltering  line  of  blue,  affording  an  illustrious 
example  of  adherance  to  the  course  laid  down  by  St.  Paul :  •'  Having  done  all 

to  stand." 

It  was  the  just  distinction  of  the  men  in  that  line,  that  they  were  men  who 
could  and  who  would,  in  the  time  of  peril— stand. 
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We,  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  as  the  mounted  deployment  ranged 
back  of  that  line,  can  testify  how  few  there  were  who  attempted  to  leave  it. 

Well  was  it  for  the  Nation  that  such  a  line  rested  at  that  point,  that  the  men 
of  Fair  Oaks,  of  Malvern,  and  of  Antietam  were  there  ;  that  among  the  gallant 
band  were  our  own  Sixty-ninth,  Seventy-first,  Seventy-second,  and  One  hun- 
dred and  sixth  Pennsylvania  regiments. 

Not  only  the  flower  of  the  Union,  but  the  very  creme  de  la  creme  of  the  patriot 
army  was  there. 

The  crucial  test  for  that  line  comes  soon.  The  collision  that  followed  along 
this  ridge  comes  nearer  than  any  event  on  record  to  proving  a  realization  of  that 
paradoxical  problem  in  philosophy,  sometimes  propounded  :  '  'An  irresistible 
force  coming  in  contact  with  an  immovable  mass."  The  inevitable  effect  of 
this  collision  is  a  shock  that  is  felt  throughout  Christendom. 

The  struggle  here  is  in  truth  one  of  life  or  death.  Never  was  more  desper- 
ate assault  made  ;  never  more  stubborn  resistance  offered.  Both  sides  were 
determined  to  do  their  utmost,  and  they  did — Armistead  and  Gushing  falling 
at  the  same  gun. 

The  thunder  of  the  cannon  on  these  opposing  heights  was  heard  60  miles  to 
the  south  at  Gordonsville,  Virginia,  and  was  heard  140  miles  to  the  northward, 
at  Chestnut  Eidge,  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania.  But,  was  it  not 
heard  even  farther  ?  Aye,  it  is  still  heard,  and  if  it  be  true  that  the  first  shot 
fired  at  Lexington  echoed  around  the  world,  the  sound  of  the  artillery  of  Get- 
tysburg has  not  only  been  heard  around  the  world,  but  it  will  continue  to  echo 
and  re-echo  through  the  coming  ages,  a  perpetual  salute  in  honor  of  the  conflict 
waged  here,  which  saved  the  Union,  and  rang  the  death  knell  of  both  slavery 
and  treason  in  this  goodly  land  of  ours. 

The  third  day's  bloody  work  having  closed,  and  the  arms  of  the  Union  hav- 
ing triumphed,  the  scattered  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry  were  united  over 
on  the  Baltimore  pike,  where  the  prisoners  captured  during  the  day,  over  3,000 
are  placed  in  their  charge.  With  these  trophies  of  the  victory,  and  having 
also  in  their  custody  the  sacred  remains  of  General  John  F.  Eeynolds,  whose 
precious  life  has  been  given  up  as  a  part  of  the  high  price  paid  for  the  triumph 
achieved,  we  start  about  midnight  and  conduct  them  to  Westminster,  Mary- 
land. Returning  here  on  the  5th,  we  find  the  battle  over,  and  the  army  on 
the  move.  A  portion  of  the  regiment  remains  here  for  several  days  engaged  in 
bringing  in  the  stragglers  of  the  enemy  and  in  other  duty.  Captain  Taylor,  of 
Company  L,  is  here  until  the  17th. 

We  are  permitted  to  share  with  all  the  brave  troops  engaged  here  the  feeling 
of  deep  gratification  over  the  result.  We  rejoice  that  we  were  present  along 
with  the  many  organizations  of  illustrious  name  that  battled  here.  The  men- 
tion of  some  of  these  names  carries  with  it  thrilling  remembrances  of  their 
heroic  achievements.  The  First  Army  Corps,  the  corps  that  with  entire  regard 
for  "the  eternal  fitness  of  things"  opens  the  struggle  under  its  peerless  leader, 
John  F.  Eeynolds ;  the  Eleventh  Corps,  a  worthy  twin  of  the  first,  with  its 
maimed  commander  of  venerated  name  ;  the  Third  Corps,  the  corps  of  Hooker, 
of  Kearny,  and  of  Sickles ;  the  Fifth,  the  corps  of  Meade,  of  Warren,  of 
Sykes  and  of  Grifiin,  with  its  steady  division  of  regulars  and  its  justly  famous 
and  unsurpassed  division  of  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  who  won  new  and  lasting 
honors  by  their  brilliant  service  about  Round  Top  on  this  field ;  the  Sixth 
Corps,  of  the  substantial  and  reliable  Sedgwick ;  the  Twelfth,  of  Slocum,  the 
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corps  whose  stax  afterwards  arose  to  the  view  of  the  world  "above  the  clouds. " 
Then  the  corps  of  our  own  arm  of  the  service,  the  Cavalry  Corps,  with  such 
commaiiders  as  Pleasonton,  Buford,  the  Greggs,  Kilpatrick,  Custer  and  Farns- 
worth. 

The  cavalry  troops  performed  invaluable  service  upon  this  field,  and  well 
sustained  the  fame  they  won  in  many  bloody  conflicts  elsewhere.  The  part 
played  by  the  cavalry  in  this  great  battle  is  properly  estimated  and  duly  ac- 
knowledged by  such  a  capable  and  reliable  historian  as  the  Comte  de  Paris, 
who  thus  refers  to  what  they  did  here  : 

"The  first  inspiration  of  a  cavalry  ofiicer  and  a  true  soldier  decided  in  every 
respect  the  fate  of  the  campaign.  It  was  Buford  who  selected  the  battle-field 
where  the  two  armies  were  about  to  measure  their  strength.  It  must  be 
granted  that  he  was  sure  of  the  approbation  of  his  two  immediate  commanders, 
both  being  animated  by  the  same  zeal  which  prompted  his  own  action."  Of 
the  fight  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  he  says :  About  8  o'clock  in  the  morning 
"Davis  and  Archer,  of  Heth's  division,  advance,  and  the  Federal  cavalry  re- 
ply by  a  well  sustained  fire,  which  stops  the  assailants,  making  their  leaders 
believe  that  they  have  an  infantry  corps  to  cope  with.  This  is  the  first  serious 
encounter  of  the  two  armies  upon  the  soil  of  the  free  States." 

Brilliant  fighting  was  done  on  the  right,  ou  the  third  day,  by  D.  McM. 
Gregg,  who  was  known  and  held  in  high  regard  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army,  and  who  deserves  to  be  properly  recognized  by  history  for  his  abili- 
ties and  his  splendid  qualities  of  soldiership.  That  brave,  sagacious  and  cool 
commander,  cheerfully  aided  by  Custer,  successfully  repelled  the  supreme 
effort  made  by  the  enemy's  famous  ideal  chief  of  horse.  The  daring  Kilpatrick 
on  the  other  flank  of  the  army  makes  a  valorous  charge,  in  which  that  brave 
spirit,  Famsworth,  falls  at  the  head  of  his  men,  far  inside  the  lines  of  the  foe. 

Proud  are  we  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania,  that  we  belonged  to  the  cavalry ; 
that  we  had  part  and  lot  with  the  men  forming  the  famous  divisions  we  have 
named  ;  that  we  saw  our  first  field  service  under  Buford,  one  of  the  acknowl- 
edged heroes  of  this  battle ;  that  until  two  days  prior  to  reaching  Gettysburg 
we  had  been  with  the  command  of  the  dashing  Kilpatrick,  and  that  for  many 
months  in  the  closing  years  of  the  war  we  had  the  high  honor  of  marching  and 
fighting  under  D.  McM.  Gregg,  the  peer  of  any  commander  of  his  rank  who 
fought  on  this  field.  We  are  with  him  at  Mine  Eun,  where  we  helped  to  hold 
back  the  eager  foe  until  the  forbidding  river  was  safely  recrossed  by  the  army ; 
with  him  we  fight  in  the  Wilderness ;  in  front  of  Eichmond  ;  at  Haw's  Shop ; 
at  Cold  Harbor;  at  Trevillian;  St.  Mary's  Church;  Deep  Bottom;  Eeams' 
Station  ;  Burgess'  Mills  and  Hatcher's  Run.  We  are  with  the  same  division 
when  it  moved  under  that  illustrious  chieftain,  who  recently  found  a  resting 
place  at  Arlington,  and  who,  of  all  Union  commanders,  valued  highest  the 
cavalry,  and  who  led  them  to  their  best  achievements.  We  are  part  of  the 
cavalry  under  him  when  their  greatest  triumph  comes  as  the  end  of  the  war  is 
reached.  With  him  that  cavalry  rode  valiantly  to  victory  at  Dinwiddle,  at 
Five  Forks,  at  Sailor's  Creek,  and  finally,  at  Appomattox.  In  the  closing  scene 
of  the  great  drama,  where  the  issue  is  for  the  last  time  joined  ;  when  the  sparse 
remnants  of  their  nearly  vanquished  but  still  dauntless  foemau  appeared  be- 
fore them,  the  cavalry  of  the  Union  form  again  their  columns,  and  once  more 
move  forward  toward  the  opposing  line  ;  once  again,  as  their  victorious  leader 
has  since  tersely  and  proudly  recorded  it,  "every  guidon  was  bent  to  the 
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front ; ' '  aud  when  the  reluctant  token  of  submission  is  at  last  raised  before 
them  ;  when  that  white  emblem  of  suspended  resistance,  which  signified  sub- 
mission to  the  strength  and  supremacy  of  the  Federal  Union,  is  fully  displayed 
— our  loyal  troopers  are  still  to  the  fore  ! 

The  brave  leader  of  these  brave  riders  is  the  first  to  pass  over  the  line  of  now 
grounded  muskets,  whose  late  owners  are  no  longer  able  to  bear  upon  their 
bayonet  points  what  is  henceforth,  forever  and  irretrievably,  a  "Lost  Cause." 
The  cavalry  guidons  were  "  bent  to  the  front "  to  good  purpose  throughout  the 
long  struggle,  as  well  as  at  the  last  collision  of  all.  They  have  ever  been  bent 
thus,  pointing  the  way  toward  the  triumph  which  has  here  at  last  been  rea- 
lized. Who  is  there  to  declare  that  those  little  guidons  as  they  "bent  to  the 
front "  were  not  gallantly  followed  by  the  men  who  mustered  under  their  flut- 
tering folds  ? 

Survivors  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania,  you  may  not  only  feel  proud  of  be- 
longing to  the  cavalry,  but  you  may  also  be  proud  of  the  exceptional  honor 
you  had  here,  that  of  being  on  duty  near  the  person  of  the  heroic  commander- 
in-chief.  History  attests  that,  while  it  was  an  honor  to  serve  near  General 
George  G.  Meade,  it  was  an  honor  not  free  from  attending  danger.  Our 
memories,  the  ground  we  occupied  on  the  field  and  the  official  record  of  what 
transpired  here,  all  attest  that  we  were  exposed  to  an  almost  unparalleled  fire 
of  artillery.  It  is  no  egotistical  claim  but  the  simple  truth  for  us  to  say  that 
■we  did  what  we  were  assigned  to  do  ;  that  we  stayed  where  we  were  placed 
until  ordered  elsewhere,  and  if  our  loss  here  was  not  as  heavy  as  in  some  of 
our  other  engagements,  it  was  not  because  we  were  not  greatly  exposed,  but 
was,  rather,  because  the  God  of  battles  was  pleased  to  spare  us  at  that  time. 
May  we  not,  also,  feel  justly  proud  that  in  this  world-famous  and  decisive 
battle,  upon  the  soil  of  our  own  beloved  State,  we  were  so  signally  favored  as 
to  be  with  the  gallant  commander  of  the  Union  forces  at  this  central  and  con- 
;spicuous  point  of  this  historic  field.  Could  we  have  asked  or  obtained  a  higher 
honor?  The  monument  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  the  many 
hundreds  upon  this  field,  has  the  special  distinction  of  being,  by  right  of  his-, 
toric  truth,  located  upon  this  spot  which  is  destined  to  be  forever  the  most 
noted  point  upon  the  entire  field.  We  feel  assured  that  this  honor  can  be  ap- 
propriated by  us  without  trenching  upon  that  belonging  to  any  other  organiza- 
tion ;  while  each  had  its  own  mark  of  honor,  this,  by  indisputable  right,  is 
ours.  Who  of  our  number  is  not  to-day  glad  in  his  heart  of  hearts  that  he  be- 
longed to  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  ?  Who  of  us  does  not  feel  glad 
that  we  are  permitted  to  place  here  our  monument,  where  :t  can  be  seen  for  all 
time,  telling  to  all  future  visitors  to  this  shrine  of  patriotism,  that  the  Second 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  had  a  part  in  the  victorious  contest  in  which  the  Union 
army  here  engaged  ? 

The  men  who  won  this  contest ;  the  men  who  wrought  this  splendid  result, 
deserve  to  be  remembered  with  monuments  that  will  never  crumble  ;  deserve 
to  be  commemorated  by  "storied  urn  and  animated  bust."  The  survivors  of 
this  conflict  have  a  right  to  ask  that  their  struggles  and  sacrifices  be  acknowl- 
edged by  their  country.  Surely  they  may  properly  claim  to  have  "rendered 
the  State  some  service. ' ' 

While  this  is  true  they  neither  expect  nor  desire  anything  that  may  be  re- 
garded as  mere  compensation  for  what  they  did,  even  if  it  were  possible  for 
such  to  be  given.     They  do  not  ask — they  refuse  to  accept — any  recompense 
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■which  would,  in  the  slightest  degree,  change  or  limit  the  spirit  of  pure  and 
single  and  lofty  devotion  to  their  country  which  only  and  wholly  actuated  them 
in  offering  to  her,  when  her  stability  was  seriously  threatened,  their  lives,  their 
best  blood,  without  reservation  and  without  thought  of  reward.  The  only  re- 
turn they  desired  was  to  see  the  impending  danger  averted  ;  to  be  able  to  look 
upon  a  restored  Union,  and  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  firesides,  to  be- 
come again  peaceful  citizens  under  an  untarnished  and  an  unfettered  flag. 

The  men  who  fought  here,  whether  they  survived  or  fell,  were  heroes  and 
patriots.  They  rendered  their  country  a  service  beyond  all  power  of  recom- 
pense, and  yet,  some  of  the  men  who  stood  here  in  the  whirlpool  of  death  are 
often  compelled  to  hear  the  infamous  insult:  "the  soldiers  did  only  their 
simple  duty  ; "  and  that  :  "  they  got  their  sixteen  dollars  a  month  !  "  Or,  they 
must  listen  to  the  further  insult,  when  their  military  service  is  urged  as  a  claim 
to  any  preference  :     "We've  heard  enough  of  that ;  that's  getting  old." 

My  comrades,  the  time  is  not  yet  when  the  soldiers  of  this  battle,  and  of  the 
other  battles  fought  for  the  Union,  are  to  be  carelessly  or  purposely  overlooked. 
The  country  has  not  quite  forgotten  them.  Thank  God,  a  gallant  soldier  at 
this  moment  fills  the  Presidential  chair  ;  and  a  gallant  maimed  veteran  of 
Pennsylvania  is  now  the  Chief  Executive  of  this  State. 

Although  their  services  may  not  be  properly  estimated  by  all  classes,  and, 
although  there  be  those,  in  high  or  low  station,  capable  of  referring  to  them 
-with  a  sneer,  they  still  have  the  prized  privilege  of  rehearsing  with  each  other 
the  story  of  their  brave  deeds,  and  they  can  never  be  deprived  of  the  thrills  of 
gratification  which  are  theirs  for  having  done  their  humble  part  in  restoring 
the  supremacy  of  the  old  flag  over  the  whole  country. 

Twenty-six  years  have  more  than  passed  since  the  men  of  the  Second  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry  formed  iu  line  here  along  Cemetery  Eidge.  Life's  unceasing 
battles  have  been  steadily  reducing  our  numbers.  Those  who  remain  are 
rapidly  advancing  in  years.  Your  locks  are  whiter  now  than  then  ;  your  forms 
are  not  so  erect  nor  your  steps  so  elastic  as  they  were  ;  as  a,  martial  machine 
you  are  not  quite  so  formidable  as  you  have  been  heretofore,  but,  my  old  com- 
rades, has  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  the  spirit  of  intense  loyalty  to  the  land  of 
your  fathers,  diminished  within  you  since  1863  ?  Are  you  not  as  ready  now  as 
ever  to  do  your  whole  duty  in  order  to  insure  the  permanent  unity  of  the 
Eepublio?  Do  you  not  still  profoundly  desire  to  see  the  Union,  which  you  did 
your  part  to  preserve,  forever  maintained  ? 

Let  us,  then,  here  pledge  ourselves  anew,  that  during  our  remaining  days, 
be  they  many  or  few,  we  will  see  to  it  that  the  love  of  country  be  universally 
'*  Bequeathed  from  patriot  sire  to  son." 

Let  it  be  our  "  constant  care  "  to  inspire  our  children,  and  all  others  as  well, 
with  the  firm  and  stern  resolve,  that  they  will  never,  never,  never  allow  this 
flag  to  be  torn  down,  under  any  form  of  assault ;  nor  never,  never,  never  per- 
mit this  matchless  and  fraternal  Union  of  sovereign  States,  restored  and  ce- 
mented by  such  a  profusion  of  sacred  blood,  to  be  destroyed. 
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DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

3°  REGIMENT  CAVALRY 

September  5,  1890 
ADDRESS  OF  MR.  JOHN  C.  HUNTERSON 

COMRADES  : — The  years  which  have  passed  since  the  great  event  upper- 
most in  our  minds  here  to-day,  to  participate  in  this  work  of  dedica- 
tion, make  it  a  somewhat  difficult  task  to  give  a  full  account  of  the 
occurrences  which  form,  in  no  small  degree,  a  portion  of  the  history  of 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg.     We  hesitate  to  state  the  number  of  years,  as  it  forces 
the  conclusion  that  we  have  passed  into  that  good  natured  majority  where  bald 
heads  and  gray  hairs  predominate. 

The  recollections  of  our  army  life  have  not  become  dimmed  with  years. 
With  many  of  us  its  events  are  burned  into  our  memories,  never  to  be  effaced. 
Often  in  our  dreams  we  find  ourselves  again  in  battle,  or  on  picket,  or  on  the 
midnight  march ;  and  when  we  awake  it  is  not  a  little  satisfaction  to  ourselves 
that  these  are  but  dreams.  The  reality  was  an  experience  which  made  ex- 
haustive demands  upon  our  young  energies,  and  through  these  succeeding  years 
nature  has  often  demanded  payment  for  the  vitality  then  consumed. 

Called  but  a  short  time  since  to  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  preparing 
this  address,  I  am  embarrassed  for  want  of  time  to  give  it  the  consideration 
which  the  subject  demands,  and  without  which  entire  satisfaction  cannot  he 
afforded  to  you,  my  comrades,  who  are  most  interested  in  having  ih"-  work 
properly  performed.  Fortunately,  however,  abler  hands  have  already  gleaned 
the  field,  and  placed  the  record  in  not  only  an  acceptable  but  also  enduring 
form.  The  erection  upon  this  field  of  the  cavalry  shaft,  afforded  the  opportu- 
nity for  another  *  to  recount  among  those  of  other  participants  the  deeds  of 
the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  on  the  memorable  2d  and  3d  days  of  July, 
1863.  Even  without  the  performance  of  the  duty  now  assigned  me,  there 
would  remain  a  satisfactory  and  permanent  record  of  those  events,  supple- 
mented and  again  recounted  by  another  of  the  most  active  participants  only  a 
short  time  since.f  These  accounts,  comprehensive  as  they  are,  leave  me  no 
easy  task,  and  I  must  needs  embody  much  of  them  in  this  address. 

The  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
greater  in  the  spring  of  1863  than  at  any  previous  time.  The  same  was  no 
doubt  true  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The  time  had 
gone  by  for  the  nonsense  of  the  early  days  of  the  war,  when  it  was  said  that 
one  of  either  side  was  as  good  as  two  of  his  opponents,  and  we  were  fully  aware 
that  nothing  but  stalwart  bravery  could  secure  definitive  results.  It  took  man 
for  man,  and  often  superior  numbers,  to  decide  a  contest.  The  beginning  of 
the  Gettysburg  campaign  found  this  condition  in  the  cavalry  forces  on  either 

*  Colonel  William  Brooke-Rawle  whose  account  is  published  herewith. 

+  Captain  William  E.  Miller  in  "  Battles  and  Leaders  of  the  Civil  War,"  vol.  Hi,  p.  397. 
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side,  and  the  prowess  of  our  regiment  was  to  be  proven,  often  and  again,  even 
before  it  was  so  fully  tested  on  this  the  chief  battle-field  of  the  war. 

When  we  left  camp  at  Potomac  Creek  Station,  Virginia,  and,  crossing  the 
Rappahannock  at  Kelly's  Ford,  took  a  hand  in  the  hurly-burly  fight  with  the 
enemy's  cavalry  at  Brandy  Station  on  June  9,  1863,  we  were  just  entering 
upon  the  series  of  mounted  combats  of  the  Gettysburg  campaign.  After  this 
drawn  fight  we  recrossed  at  the  ford  near  the  railroad  bridge  at  Rappahannock 
Station,  unfoUowed  and  unmolested.  Before  many  days  we  were  again  en- 
gaged at  Aldie,  Middleburg,  TJpperville  and  Ashby's  Gap,  through  which  latter 
we  had  again  driven  these  same  foemen.  Our  subsequent  movements  resulted 
in  separating  the  Confederate  cavalry  from  their  infantry  and  they  were  thus 
compelled  to  act  independently  of  their  army  and  its  commander.  The  effect 
of  this  has  often  been  figuratively  stated  as  a  loss  to  Lee  of  the  eyes  and  ears 
of  his  army.  In  each  of  these  combats  the  enemy  was  worsted  ;  the  last  time 
at  Hanover,  where  Kilpatriok's  division  unexpectedly  encountered  Stuart,  as 
he  groped  through  the  country,  searching  for  Lee's  army,  which  on  the  after- 
noon of  July  2  he  eventually  joined  upon  this  field. 

In  order  to  make  an  intelligible  and  connected  narrative,  we  must  briefly 
refer  to  our  circuitous  march  back  through  XJpperville  and  Middleburg,  across 
the  country  to  Edwards'  Ferry,  where  we  crossed  the  Potomac  into  Maryland 
on  the  27th  of  June,  thence  to  Frederick,  which  we  entered  at  daylight  next 
morning,  after  a  tedious  all  night  march,  during  vehich  many  of  the  men  ac- 
tually slept  in  their  saddles.  Here  we  picketed  for  a  day,  then  marched  to 
Westminster,  where  we  caught  up  with  the  rear  of  Stuart's  column,  capturing 
many  of  his  stragglers.  We  well  remember  our  charge  into  the  town  at  day- 
light over  that  splendid  pike,  and  the  hearty  welcome  the  citizens  gave  us, 
emphasized  by  the  warm  biscuits  and  hot  cofiee  which  had  been  prepared  for 
their  own  breakfasts.  Thence  we  went  by  way  of  Manchester  to  Hanover 
Junction  and  came  into  Hanover  late  in  the  night  of  July  1,  too  late  to  help 
Kilpatrick  in  his  contest,  who,  however,  succeeded  in  driving  Stuart  across  the 
country  in  the  direction  of  York,  from  which  point  he  succeeded  in  joining 
Lee's  army.  From  Hanover  we  came  directly  to  the  place  where  we  are  now 
assembled,  and  where  we  experienced  the  shock  and  turmoil  of  battle,  and 
gave  our  best  efibrts  to  free  our  native  soil  of  the  invader.  About  midday  of 
July  2  we  arrived  upon  this  field,  feeling  assured  that  an  important  battle  was 
to  be  fought,  but  scarce  realizing  or  comprehending  the  tremendous  influence 
which  its  result  would  have  upon  the  future. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  we  marched  down  the  Bonaughtown  or  Hanover  road 
to  near  where  Little's  Run  crosses  it,  and  had  unsaddled  for  a  much  needed 
night's  rest,  when  we  were  hastily  summoned  by  the  familiar  bugle  call  "To 
horse,''  and  were  sent  forward  at  a  trot  to  assist  in  repulsing  an  attack  of  a 
brigade  of  rebel  infantry,  which  was  endeavoring  to  get  around  to  Gulp's  Hill, 
to  join  in  the  assault  of  that  evening.  These  troops  were  a  portion  of  Ewell's 
Corps,  which  had  been  called  in  from  Carlisle  under  orders  from  General  Lee, 
to  concentrate  on  Gettysburg.  As  the  most  direct  line  of  march  led  them  im- 
mediately across  our  position,  and  as  we  were  the  first  troops  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  they  had  met  since  they  left  the  sacred  soil  of  Virginia,  they 
seemed  to  be  spoiling  for  a  fight.  As  their  advance  showed  itself  on  Brinker- 
hofi"s  Eidge,  Colonel  Mcintosh,  our  brigade  commander,  who  was  near  a  sec- 
tion of  Rank's  Battery  in  excellent  position  on  the  Hanover  road  near  the 
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Reever  house,  ordered  them  to  open  fire  with  shell  upon  the  group  of  officers, 
who  seemed  anxious  to  ascertain  our  position  and  numbers.  The  two  shots 
were  accurately  aimed  and  dispersed  the  party  in  quick  time.  The  enemy  im- 
mediately sent  out  a  thick  line  of  skirmishers,  who  were  intent  on  securing  a 
stone  wall  on  top  of  the  ridge.  Two  squadrons  of  the  Third  were  deployed  to 
the  front  dismounted,  and  reached  the  wall  in  time  to  prevent  its  capture  hy 
the  force  sent  to  secure  it.  The  remaining  squadrons  and  other  regiments 
were  immediately  sent  to  the  front  in  support,  which  enabled  the  Third  to  hold 
the  wall,  although  it  was  earnestly  contended  for  until  late  in  the  night.  The 
rebel  reports  of  General  Johnson  commanding  a  division  in  Ewell's  Corps  show 
that  the  attack  was  made  by  the  Stonewall  brigade  of  this  division.  We  held 
the  road,  and  prevented  them  from  joining  the  attack  on  Gulp's  Hill,  which  for 
a  time  was  a  successful  one  without  their  help.  Had  they  not  been  detained 
we  may  reasonably  infer  that  the  recapture  of  the  works  by  Geary's  division 
would  have  been  a  much  more  difficult  task.  After  this  repulse  of  the  enemy 
and  their  withdrawal  from  our  front,  our  regiment  was  marched  around  to  the 
Baltimore  pike,  near  the  park  of  the  reserve  artillery,  and  about  midnight 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  Here  we  enjoyed  a  few  hours'  rest,  something  we 
had  been  strangers  to  for  weeks. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eventful  3d  day  of  July  our  division,  under  General 
D.  McM.  Gregg,  received  orders  to  again  assume  position  on  the  extreme  right 
flank  of  our  army,  and  was  soon  in  position  on  the  Hanover  road  about  three 
miles  east  of  Gettysburg,  covering  a  stretch  of  open  country  which  affi)rded  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  the  manoeuvering  of  cavalry.  That  this  opportunity 
was  very  fully  taken  advantage  of  the  record  shows,  for  it  was  a  memorable  day 
in  the  annals  of  our  service.  Our  regiment  formed  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
force  engaged,  but  we  find  it  necessary  to  give  details  of  events  which  are  in- 
separably associated  with  it,  although  we  are  restricted  in  our  narrative  to  the 
duty  that  we  alone  performed. 

The  hard  marching  and  insufficient  food  and  forage  had  played  great  havoc 
with  the  men  and  horses,  and  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  consolidate  the 
regiment  into  five  squadrons,  which  were  severally  commanded  by  Captains 
Treichel,  Miller,  Hess,  Walsh  and  Eogers.  Captain  Newhall,  having  been  de- 
tailed as  assistant  adjutant  general  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Mcintosh  command- 
ing the  brigade,  his  squadron  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Brooke-Rawle 
was  temporarily  consolidated  with  that  of  Captain  Miller,  the  regiment  being 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jones.  The  position  of  our  cavalry 
on  the  extreme  right  of  Meade's  army  was  in  exact  juxtaposition  to  that  of  the 
rebel  cavalry  under  General  Stuart,  which  guarded  the  extreme  left  flank  of 
Lee's  army.  Their  aggressiveness  soon  brought  them  in  contact  with  our  ad- 
vance skirmishers  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  and  the  addition  of  sup- 
ports sent  out  from  both  sides  soon  involved  all  the  troops  upon  the  field.  The 
superior  position  and  numbers  of  the  enemy  was  a  source  of  confidence  which 
led  them  to  make  a  resolute  effort  to  pass  our  lines.  Their  object  was  to  gain 
the  rear  of  our  army,  capture  our  ammunition  and  supply  trains,  and  create 
consternation,  and  perhaps  rout  our  forces,  and  this,  at  the  same  time  and  in 
co-operation  with  the  charge  of  Pickett's  Division  on  the  center.  It  was  just 
as  necessary  to  repulse  the  one  as  to  defeat  the  other.  The  recital  of  this  en- 
counter, as  told  by  those  who  have  previously  written  upon  the  subject,  has 
challenged  the  admiration  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  story  of  this  great 
battle. 
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It  was  after  midday  when  Colonel  Mcintosh,  commanding  the  brigade,  sent 
our  regiment  out  upon  the  field  to  relieve  General  Custer's  troops  which  had 
been  occupying  it.  The  two  squadrons  under  Captains  Treichel  and  Rogers 
were  deployed  dismounted  as  skirmishers  in  the  open  fields  on  our  left  and 
front.  The  other  three  squadrons  remained  mounted  and  were  placed  on  the 
right.  Immediately  in  our  front,  on  the  Rummel  Farm,  was  a  large  barn. 
There  it  stands  to-day,  a  silent  witness  of  the  past,  showing  even  yet  the  ef- 
fects of  the  fire  of  our  batteries.  In  and  around  it  the  enemy  had  concentrated 
a  large  force,  supported  by  several  batteries  planted  on  a  rise  of  ground  just 
back  of  the  farm  buildings.  They  were  concealed  from  our  view  by  a  screen 
of  woods  until  the  approach  of  the  dismounted  skirmish  line  of  the  First  New 
Jersey,  to  meet  which  the  enemy  sallied  forth,  and  one  of  their  batteries  was- 
brought  into  action.  Pennington's  Battery,  of  Custer's  Michigan  Brigade, 
back  on  the  Hanover  road  near  the  Spangler  House,  and  Eandol's  Battery  of 
Gregg's  Division  move  to  the  right,  at  once  replied,  placing  shell  after  shell 
into  the  barn ,  making  it  untenable.  The  rebel  skirmishers  were  soon  compelled 
to  leave  their  shelter  and  come  out  into  the  open  space.  As  they  abandoned 
the  barn  our  line  advanced  and  occupied  a  line  of  fences  along  the  lane,  close 
up  to  the  Eummel  House.  Eandol's  Battery  had  chimed  in  with  Pennington's 
guns,  shelling  the  woods  beyond  the  barn  and  in  front  of  our  skirmish  line. 
By  the  accuracy  of  their  fire  and  superior  range,  they  succeeded  in  disabling 
and  silencing  the  battery  of  the  enemy  back  of  Eummel's,  but  it  was  soon  re- 
placed by  two  others.  The  precision  of  the  aim  of  our  gunners  also  broke  up- 
an  effort  of  a  mounted  force  to  form  for  a  charge  on  our  right.  Word  being 
sent  in  from  our  skirmish  line  that  the  ammunition  was  running  short,  the 
Fifth  Michigan  of  Custer's  Brigade  was  ordered  to  relieve  them.  The  enemy, 
supposing  this  a  reinforcement,  sent  out  another  regiment,  dismounted,  to  sup- 
part  their  line.  This  addition  from  either  side  brought  on  a  stubborn  fight. 
After  the  fire  had  slackened  the  First  New  Jersey  and  Third  Pennsylvania 
began  to  retire,  when  the  enemy  advanced  again,  supposing  it  was  a  retreat, 
making  it  necessary  for  those  regiments  to  go  again  to  the  front  to  assist  in  the 
repulse.  Another  Michigan  regiment  was  sent  forward  to  otir  line,  and  a  sim- 
ilar reinforcement  came  from  the  rebels.  The  clash  of  arms  in  the  hands  of 
impetuous  and  determined  men  continued  in  very  earnest,  our  batteries  mak- 
ing these  hills  echo  with  their  rapid  discharges.  The  encounter,  at  this  junc- 
ture, was  exceedingly  exciting,  and  the  whole  force  on  either  side  was  soom 
needed  to  decide  who  should  be  the  victor. 

The  addition  of  supports  sent  out  from  the  enemy  soon  gave  to  them  the  ad- 
vantage in  numbers,  and  our  line  was  compelled  to  give  way.  As  the  dis- 
mounted men  of  the  First  New  Jersey  fell  back,  the  two  squadrons  of  the 
Third  and  that  portion  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  which  had  joined  them,  swung 
back  behind  the  fence  which  ran  parallel  with  the  line  on  which  the  First 
Virginia  Cavalry  came  surging  down  in  a  mounted  charge.  The  Seventh 
Michigan,  a  new  regiment,  strong  in  numbers,  but  lacking  experience  and  the 
staying  qualities  of  older  troops,  was  put  forward  to  repulse  this  onset.  They 
advanced  boldly,  using  their  Spencer  repeating  rifles  with  deadly  effect.  But 
the  enemy  came  on  in  spite  of  this  heavy  fire,  until  both  regiments  faced  each 
other  on  either  side  of  a  fence,  fiercely  using  carbine  and  revolver.  The  dis- 
mounted men  who  had  been  driven  off  the  skirmish  line  and  those  posted  in. 
the  woods  rallied  in  bunches  and  poured  an  effective  flanking  fire  upon  the 
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First  Virginia.  Onr  batteries  also  joined  in  and  the  Confederates  were  forced 
to  retire  upon  their  supports.  As  they  receded  a  heavy  column  was  seen  in  the 
distance,  just  emerging  from  the  woods  to  the  north  on  Cress'  Eidge.  It  proved 
to  be  the  brigades  of  Wade  Hampton  and  Fitzhugh  Lee.  They  advanced  in 
close  columns  of  squadrons,  with  sabres  drawn,  glistening  defiantly  in  the 
bright  sunlight.  It  was  a  sight  which  awakened  a  murmur  of  admiration,  al- 
though it  made  many  of  our  hearts  flutter  within  us,  and  our  breathing  to 
quicken  nervously  lest  we  should  be  crushed  by  these  superior  numbers,  and  thus 
forced  to  surrender  our  position  of  the  right  flank,  which  we  were  specially  en- 
trusted to  maintain.  But  our  batteries  were  never  better  served.  Shell  after  shell 
went  tearing  through  their  ranks.  They  had  nearly  a  mile  of  march  before 
them,  unobstructed  except  by  the  fire  of  our  batteries  before  they  came  within 
the  range  of  our  carbines.  General  Gregg  quickly  rode  over  to  Colonel  Town, 
commanding  the  First  Michigan  of  Custer's  Brigade,  and  ordered  it  forward  to 
the  charge.  It  seemed  a  dreadful  venture  to  oppose  a  single  regiment  against 
such  a  host,  but  there  was  no  alternative.  As  they  flashed  the  cold  steel  in 
answer  to  the  command  "Draw  Sabre,"  the  general  was  assured  that  all  that 
w£is  possible  would  be  accomplished  by  them.  Our  batteries  continued  their 
earnest  work,  hurling  charge  after  charge  of  double  grape  and  canister  into 
their  ranks,  every  shot  doing  fearful  execution.  But  the  rebels  would  not 
halt ;  persistently  and  doggedly  they  advanced,  until  they  came  to  closer  quar- 
ters when  our  carbines  aided  in  the  death  dealing  mission.  As  they  began  to 
ascend  the  slightly  rising  ground  the  First  Michigan  came  thundering  down 
the  grade,  and  swept  on  like  a  tornado  of  destruction,  not  to  recede,  but  with 
a  grip  of  death  and  vengeance  they  held  the  host  in  stern  defiance,  cutting  out 
or  trampling  down  the  ranks  in  front,  daring  to  venture  a  fight  vrith  odds  of 
more  than  five  to  one.  But  they  were  not  to  be  left  unaided  in  their  valiant 
struggle.  The  squadron  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  under  Captain  Miller 
bravely  charged  in  on  the  flank  of  the  rebel  column,  about  three-quarters  way 
down,  cutting  their  way  through,  and  driving  superior  numbers  back  to  Rum- 
mel's  barn.  The  dismounted  men  on  either  flank,  under  cover  of  the  fences, 
were  dealing  out  death  as  fast  as  they  could  load  and  fire  into  this  dense  mass 
of  men  and  horses,  huddled  together  as  they  were,  and  discomfited  in  their  ef- 
fort to  force  our  lines.  The  closing  in  upon  the  front  by  the  First  Michigan 
required  a  cessation  of  our  artillery  firing,  it  being  impossible  to  discriminate 
between  friend  and  foe,  as  both  were  now  in  range  of  our  guns.  But  our  bat- 
teries had  well  earned  the  breathing  spell.  Their  guns  were  becoming  dan- 
gerously hot  from  the  rapid  firing  which  had  been  hurling  grape  and  canister 
and  shell,  with  such  terrible  precision.  The  ardor  of  the  rebel  horsemen  was 
now  beginning  to  be  checked.  Just  then  Colonel  Mcintosh  sent  his  adjutant 
general,  Captain  "Walter  S.  Newhall  (then  captain  company  A  of  the  Third) 
with  orders  to  Captains  Treichel  and  Rogers  of  onr  regiment  to  charge  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy's  column.  Sixteen  men  and  flve  officers  were  all  that  could 
be  gathered  together  in  time,  and  they  responded  to  the  call.  Newhall,  now 
again  with  the  men  of  his  own  regiment,  sharing  the  excitement  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  choosing  to  share  the  danger,  bravely  joined  in  the  charge.  This 
small  detachment  defiantly  hurled  themselves  into  the  melee,  struggling  to  se- 
cure a  stand  of  colors.  Newhall  was  about  seizing  the  flag,  when  a  sabre  blow 
directed  at  his  head  compelled  him  to  parry  it.  At  the  same  time  the  color- 
bearer  lowered  his  spear  and  struck  Newhall  full  in  the  face,  knocking  him 
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senseless  to  the  ground.  Every  officer  and  nearly  every  man  was  wounded. 
General  Mcintosh  with  his  staflf  and  orderlies  charged  iu  with  their  sabres. 
Captain  Hart's  squadron  of  the  First  New  Jersey,  at  this  opportune  moment, 
came  charging  across  the  field,  and  headed  for  a  passing  general  and  his  staff. 
This  proved  to  be  "Wade  Hampton,  and  in  the  melee  he  was  wounded.  The 
enemy  turned  and  our  men  followed  them  in  hot  pursuit  as  far  as  Eummel's. 
"With  this  repulse  the  heavy  fighting  of  the  day  was  ended.  "We  had  con- 
<[uered. 

It  was  at  the  very  heat  of  these  contests  that  the  small  detachments  of  the 
Third  were  impetuously  hurled  against  superior  numbers.  The  charge  of  the 
squadron  under  Captain  Miller,  the  intrepid  dash  of  the  score  of  officers  and 
men  upon  the  colors  were  splendidly  done. 

General  D.  McM.  Gregg,  who  commanded,  in  commenting  on  this  action 
says :  "All  will  agree  they  never  fought  on  a  fairer  field.  Neither  party  asked 
or  expected  aid  from  the  main  armies  beyond.  Our  enemy  had  the  advantage 
in  numbers  and  position ;  we  the  moral  advantage  of  fighting  on  our  own 
heath.  It  can  safely  be  said  that  on  no  other  field  did  Union  cavalry,  whether 
on  foot  or  in  the  saddle,  do  more  efiective  and  brilliant  fighting  than  on  this. 
Had  it  fought  less  well  here,  the  victory  would  have  been  with  the  enemy 
rather  than  with  u.s. ' ' 

The  share  we  contributed  to  this  grand  result  is  commemorated  by  the 
modest  monument  of  granite  which  now  stands  before  us.  In  it  we,  each  and 
all  of  us,  feel  a  sense  of  regimental  pride,  for,  without  egotism  or  boastfulness, 
we  can  say  that  it  bears  the  name  of  a  regiment  which,  in  the  Peninsular  and 
Antietam  campaigns  led  the  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  was 
the  first  body  of  Union  troops  to  enter  the  rebel  works  at  Manassas,  which  led 
the  advance  all  the  way  up  the  Peninsula,  covered  the  falling  back  therefrom 
and  being  the  last  to  leave  it.  Leading  the  advance  through  Maryland  it 
opened  the  battle  of  Antietam  and  continued  always  on  active  duty,  never  in 
the  rear  except  when  the  rear  was  the  post  of  danger.  Its  career  subsequent 
to  Gettysburg  was  worthy  of  its  previous  record.  Through  all  the  campaigns 
and  the  long  list  of  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  down  to  the  sur- 
render of  Lee's  army  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  it  did  its  duty  nobly  and 
well. 

More  than  twenty-three  centuries  ago  a  grateful  Commonwealth  was  so 
thoughtful  of  its  military  honor  that,  to  perpetuate  the  record  of  the  victory  cf 
her  sons  at  Marathon,  it  erected  ten  columns  of  marble  in  commemoration  o^ 
the  valor  of  each  of  the  Athenian  tribes  engaged.  And  now  another  grateful 
Commonwealth  has  placed  or 'is  about  to  place  upon  this  field  of  Gettysburg 
ninety  monuments — one  for  every  separate  organization  engaged  in  that  mo- 
mentous struggle.  In  recognition  of  what  we  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry did  here  she  has  given  this  beautiful  stone  which  we  are  now  dedicating 
to  the  truth  of  history.  Let  us  thankfully  acknowledge  this  testimonial  of  her 
appreciation,  and  let  us  continue  henceforth  as  citizens  worthily  to  serve  her 
and  our  country  in  peace,  as,  amid  the  stern  realities  of  war,  we  fought  for  her 
as  soldiers. 
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THE  CAVALRY  FIGHT  ON  THE  RIGHT  FLANK   AT   GETTYSBURG. 

By  William  Brooke-Rawle,  Captain  Third   Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  Brevel- 
Lieuienant  Colonel,  U.  S.  V. 

THE  objects  had  in  view  by  the  Confederate  authorities  when,  after  the 
battle  of  Chancellors ville,  the  invasion  of  the  north  was  projected,  iu 
the  spring  of  the  year  1863,  are  well  known.  To  transfer  the  seat  of 
war,  permanently  if  possible,  or  at  all  events  temporarily,  to  the  country 
north  of  the  Potomac,  thus  giving  to  those  who  remained  at  home  a  chance  of 
securing  the  harvest  from  the  fields  of  Virginia,  and  at  the  same  time  making 
probable  the  recognition  of  the  Confederate  cause  by  the  hesitating  powers  of 
Europe,  was  a  bold  game  to  play.  No  time  was  lost  in  setting  about  it.  In 
the  early  days  of  June,  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  began  to  show  signs  of 
activity.  The  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  returned  worn  out  and 
jaded  from  Stoneman's  raid,  but  after  a  short  rest  was  again  put  in  motion, 
and  was  kept  actively  engaged  in  watching  the  movements  of  the  Confederate 
army.  On  the  9th  of  June  the  cavalry  battle  of  Brandy  Station  was  fought, 
and  the  intended  invasion  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  was  discovered 
through  Confederate  dispatches  captured  upon  that  occasion.  Eeconnoissances- 
in-force  and  scouting  in  all  directions  daily  followed  that  brilliant  pa.ssage-at- 
arms.  The  equally  well-fought  cavalry  battles  of  Aldie,  Middleburg  and  Up- 
perville  ensued.  Hard  work  and  starvation  told  heavily  upon  both  men  and 
horses,  and  when  Buford's  and  Gregg's  divisions,  covering  the  rear  of  the  army, 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Edwards'  Ferry  during  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  ot 
June,  their  physical  condition  was  far  short  of  what  could  have  been  desired. 
After  crossing  the  river  Gregg's  Division,  consisting  of  the  brigades  of  Colonel 
Mcintosh  (First),  General  Kilpatrick  (Second),  and  Colonel  Irvin  Gregg 
(Third),  started  on  the  march  about  dusk,  and  keeping  it  up  steadily  all  night 
long,  reached  Frederick,  Maryland,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th. 

During  a  short  halt  at  that  place,  General  Kilpatrick  was  ordered  to  take 
command  of  Stahel's  Division  of  Cavalry,  which,  as  the  Third  Division,  was  as- 
signed to  duty  with  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  Gen- 
erals Farnsworth  and  Custer  were  appointed  to  command  the  two  brigades  of 
which  it  was  composed. 

In  the  movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  after  crossing  into  Mai-yland, 
the  Cavalry  Corps,  with  its  three  divisions,  operated  in  its  front  and  on  its 
flanks.  General  Buford  with  the  First  Division  took  the  left  flank,  General 
Kilpatrick  with  the  Third  Division  the  center,  and  General  Gregg  with  the 
Second  Division  the  i-ight  flank.  On  June  30,  Kilpatrick,  having  taken  the 
direct  and  shorter  road  from  Frederick,  struck  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  at  Hanover,  and  intercepted  its  line  of  march  to  join  Lee's 
army.  Being  thus  headed  off  it  was  compelled  to  move  over  to  the  right,  with 
Kilpatrick  in  close  pursuit. 

In  the  concentration  upon  Gettysburg,  Gregg,  with  the  First  and  Third  bri- 
gades of  his  division,  left  Hanover  at  daybreak  on  the  2d  of  July,  and  about 
noon,  after  a  tedious  and  exhausting  march,  took  position  on  the  Hanover  (or 
Bonanghtown)  road  near  its  intersection  with  the  Low  Dutch  road,  about  three 
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and  a  half  miles  east  of  the  town— Mcintosh's  Brigade  on  the  right  and  Irviu 
Gregg's  on  the  left. 

The  organization  of  these  two  brigades  was  as  follows  : 

The  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  John  B.  Mcintosh  of  the  Third 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  consisted  of  his  own  regiment  under  Lieut.  Colonel 
Edward  S.  Jones,  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry  under  Major  Myron  H.  Beau- 
mont, and  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  under  Lieut.  Colonel  James  M.  Deems, 
with  Captain  A.  M.  Randol's  Light  Battery  E— G,  First  United  States  Artil- 
lery, of  four  three-inch  rifled  guns.  It  was  temporarily  deprived  of  much  of 
its  strength  by  the  loss  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  and  First  Massachusetts 
Cavalry  regiments  which  had  been  detached  for  special  service  with  the  Re- 
serve Artillery  and  the  Sixth  Corps  respectively.  A  section  ot  a  light  battery 
(H)  belonging  to  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  under  command  of  Captain 
William  D.  Rank,  and  the  Purnell  Troop  of  Maryland  Cavalry,  under  Captain 
Robert  E.  Duvall,  were  also  serving  temporarily  with  the  First  Brigade,  hav- 
ing, on  the  evening  of  June  28,  while  proceeding  Irom  Frederick  to  Baltimore, 
been  cut  off  by  the  Confederate  cavalry,  and,  narrowly  escaping  capture,  had 
fallen  in  with  the  brigade.  The  Third  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  J. 
Irvin  Gregg  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  consisted  of  his  own  regi- 
ment under  Lieut.  Colonel  John  K.  Robison,  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
under  Lieut.  Colonel  William  E.  Doster,  the  First  Maine  Cavalry  under  Lieut. 
Colonel  Charles  H.  Smith,  and  the  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry  under  Major  M. 
Henry  Avery.  The  Second  Brigade  of  the  division  under  Colonel  Huey  had, 
on  July  1,  been  sent  back  from  Hanover  Junction  for  the  purpose  of  guarding 
the  rear  of  the  army,  and  protecting  the  trains  which  were  to  assemble  at  West- 
minster. 

After  crossing  the  Potomac  the  column  had  marched  steadily  day  and  night, 
and,  having  been  for  many  days  without  food  or  forage,  the  two  brigades  ar- 
rived with  wearied  men  and  jaded  horses  upon  the  field  of  Gettysburg.  The 
long  march  had  been  a  terrible  one.  The  intense  heat  had  at  times  been  almost 
unendurable,  the  dust  almost  impenetrable.  Horses  by  the  score  had  fallen 
from  exhaustion  along  the  road.  Officers  and  men,  begrimed  past  recognition, 
could  have  been  seen  tramping  along  on  foot,  leading  their  worn-out  horses  to 
save  their  strength,  well  knowing  how  much  depended  upon  it.  Those  whose 
horses  had  fallen  dead  or  dying  had  struggled  along,  some  carrying  their  sad- 
dles and  bridles,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  procure  fresh  mounts,  others  with 
nothing  but  their  arms.  All  had  been  straining  their  energies  in  the  one  direc- 
tion where  they  knew  the  enemy  was  to  be  found. 

As  has  been  stated,  Gregg's  column  closed  up  near  the  intersection  of  the 
Hanover  and  Low  Dutch  roads  about  noon  of  July  2.  Two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry belonging  to  the  Eleventh  Corps  were  found  in  the  advance,  deployed  as 
skirmishers  along  Brinkerhoff  's  Ridge,  which  crosses  the  Hanover  road  nearly 
at  right  angles,  about  two  miles  or  more  east  of  Gettysburg.  In  their  front, 
there  was  a  considerable  force  of  Confederate  infantry.  About  3  o'clock  the 
Union  infantry  line  was  relieved  by  the  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry  regiment  of 
Irvin  Gregg's  Brigade,  and  Rank's  two  guns  were  unlimbered  and  loaded  in 
the  middle  of  the  Hanover  road  on  a  hill  near  the  Reever  house.  The  officers 
and  men  of  the  command  sought  what  rest  and  shelter  from  the  scorching  heat 
they  could,  while  from  the  hills  they  watched  the  conflict  between  the  infantry 
and  artillery  of  the  opposing  armies,     Rome  of  the  men  groomed  their  horses 
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to  freahen  them  up ;  some  allowed  theirs  to  nibble  the  rich  clover,  whilst 
others,  thoroughly  worn  out,  tried  to  obtain  a  little  sleep. 

During  the  afternoon  there  was  some  skirmish  firing  between  the  opposing 
lines,  and  about  6  o'clock  Colonel  Irvin  Gregg  ordered  fifty  men  of  the  Tenth 
New  York  Cavalry  to  advance  dismounted  and  clear  the  front.  A  regiment  ol 
Confederate  infantry  was  at  once  sent  out  to  meet  them,  aud  drove  back  the 
small  party  of  cavalrymen.  Suddenly  a  party  of  the  enemy  appeared  on  the 
top  of  Brinkerhoflf 's  Eidge  where  it  crosses  the  Hanover  road.  In  a  second 
Eank's  men  were  at  their  guns,  and  put  two  shells  into  the  midst  of  the  party, 
-causing  the  Confederates  to  fall  back  instantly  under  cover  of  the  ridge.  "To 
horse!"  sounded  at  once,  and  the  Third  Pennsylvania,  advancing  at  a  trot 
along  the  road  toward  Gettysburg,  formed  close  column  of  squadrons  in  an 
•orchard  back  of  the  Cress  house.  The  first  two  squadrons  were  quickly  dis- 
mounted to  fight  on  foot,  advanced  at  a  run,  and  in  a  few  minutes  were  de- 
ployed at  close  intervals  as  skirmishers  on  the  summit  of  the  eastern  spur  of 
Brinkerhoff''s  Ridge  north  of  the  road.  The  Purnell  Troop  and  two  battalions 
of  the  First  New  Jersey,  under  Major  Janeway  and  Captain  Boyd,  followed, 
and  deployed  dismounted  on  the  left  of  the  road  on  the  prolongation  of  the 
same  line,  with  the  Third  battalion  under  Major  Beaumont  in  reserve.  A 
strong,  well-built  stone  wall  ran  along  the  top  of  the  ridge  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  with  a  field  of  tall  wheat  j  ust  ripe  for  cutting  on  the  other  side  of  the 
wall.  This  wall  was  the  key  of  the  position,  as  each  of  the  contending  parties 
at  once  perceived,  and  by  the  time  our  men  reached  it  a  line  of  Confederate 
infantry  was  seen  making  for  it  at  full  speed.  The  fire  of  Rank's  guns  had 
delayed  the  enemy's  advance  for  a  sufiScient  length  of  time  to  enable  us  to  get 
there  first,  and  give  a  withering  reception  with  our  breech-loading  carbines  to 
the  infantrymen,  who  were  not  more  than  twenty  feet  off  from  the  wall  when 
we  reached  it. 

After  vainly  attempting  to  drive  our  men  back,  the  enemy  retired  to  a  more 
sheltered  position,  along  the  edge  of  a  piece  of  woods  some  two  hundred  yards 
distant,  where  he  remained  until  after  dark,  the  opposing  forces  and  Rank's 
two  guns  meanwhile  keeping  up  a  brisk  firing.  Later  in  the  evening  the  Con- 
federates, taking  advantage  of  the  darkness,  turned  our  right  unobserved,  and 
dislodged  a  portion  of  our  line,  which,  however,  was  re-established  after  some 
trouble.  Our  adversaries  proved  to  be  the  Second  Virginia  Infantry,  of  Gen- 
eral Walker's  celebrated  "Stonewall  Brigade,"  which  latter  vfas  supporting  it, 
close  at  hand,  acting  as  a  flanking  party  of  Johnson's  Division  of  Ewell's 
Corps,  in  its  advance  to  the  attack  of  Gulp's  Hill.  The  threatening  position 
occupied  by  the  cavalrymen,  and  their  vigorous  fight,  compelled  the  Confeder- 
ate brigade  to  remain  on  the  ground  until  too  late  to  participate  in  the  assault 
of  Culp's  Hill"'  which  came  so  near  proving  successful,  and  which,  had  it  suc- 
ceeded, would  have  rendered  the  heights  south  of  Gettysburg  untenable. 

A-bout  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  line  was  withdrawn,  and  the  two 
brigades  moved  over  to  the  Baltimore  turnpike,  where  it  crosses  White  Run, 
near  the  position  of  the  Reserve  Artillery,  and  there  went  into  bivouac,  in  ac- 
cordance with  orders  from  Cavalry  Corps  headquarters,  to  be  available  for  what- 
ever duty  they  might  be  called  upon  to  perform  on  the  morrow. 


*  Generals  Johnson's  and  Walker's  Keporta.    Official  Keoords  of  the  Bebellion.    Vol. 
XXVII,  part  II,  pp.  50i  aud  618. 
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On  the  morning  of  July  3,  General  Gregg  was  directed  to  resume  his  position 
on  the  right  of  the  infantry  line,  and  make  a  demonstration  against  the  enemy. 
Upon  reaching  the  ground  occupied  by  him  on  the  previous  day  on  the  Han- 
over road,  he  found  it  in  possession  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Third  Cavalry 
Division. 

This  brigade,  known  as  the  "Michigan  Brigade,"  of  which  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral George  A.  Custer  had  taken  command  ou  June  29,  vs-as  composed  of  the 
First,  Fifth,  Sixth  and  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry  regiments,  commanded  by 
Colonels  Charles  H.  Town,  Russell  A.  Alger,  George  Gray  and  "William  D. 
Mann,  respectively,  and  Light  Battery  M,  Second  United  States  Artillery, 
under  Lieutenant  A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  with  six  three-inch  rifled  guns.  On 
June  28,  the  brigade  had  been  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  • 
on  the  30th  it  had  been  actively  engaged  with  the  Confederate  cavalry  at  Han- 
over, and  again  at  Hunterstown  ou  July  2.  It  was  a  splendid  body  of  men ; 
its  ranks  were  better  filled  than  those  of  the  other  cavalry  brigades,  ant!  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  fresh  from  pastures  green. 

General  Custer,  after  his  fight  with  the  Confederate  cavalry  at  Hunterstown, 
had  spent  the  latter  part  of  the  night  of  July  2  in  bivouac  with  the  rest  of  the 
Third  Division  at  Two  Taverns,  a  small  village  on  the  Baltimore  turnpike, 
about  five  miles  southeast  of  Gettysburg.  At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d,  as  he  states  in  his  official  report,  he  received  an  order  to  move  his  com- 
mand at  once  and  follow  the  First  Brigade  of  his  division  on  the  road  leading 
from  Two  Taverns  to  Gettysburg.  Accordingly  his  column  was  formed  and 
moved  out  on  the  road  designated,  when  a  staff  officer  of  General  Gregg,  com- 
manding the  Second  Division,  ordered  him  to  take  his  command  and  place  it 
in  position  on  the  Hanover  road  facing  toward  Gettysburg,  which  he  did.  At 
the  same  time  he  established  a  line  of  pickets  and  caused  reconnaissances  to  be 
made  on  his  front,  right  and  rear,  but  failed  to  discover  any  considerable  force 
of  the  enemy. 

General  Gregg  placed  his  two  brigades  to  the  left  of  General  Custer's  line, 
taking  position  between  the  Baltimore  turnpike  and  Hanover  road.  The  Six- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  Irvin  Gregg's  Brigade,  was  dismounted  and, 
deploying  as  skirmishers,  moved  through  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  Gettys- 
burg. It  had  not  proceeded  far  when  a  strong  picket  force  of  Confederate  in- 
fantry was  found.  After  driving  in  the  outposts  for  a  short  distance,  the  cav- 
alrymen succeeded,  in  the  face  of  a  strong  resistance,  in  establishing  their  line 
connecting  with  the  infantry  on  the  left  near  Wolf's  Hill,  and  extending  to  the 
right  as  far  as  the  Hanover  road.  This  had  scarce  been  done,  when,  about 
noon,  a  dispatch  from  General  Howard,  the  commander  of  the  Eleventh  Corps, 
to  General  Meade,  Was  placed  in  General  Gregg's  hands,  notifying  him  that  .i 
large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  been  seen  from  Cemetery  Hill  moving 
toward  the  right  of  our  line.  At  the  same  time  an  order  was  received  from 
General  Pleasonton,  who  commanded  the  Cavalry  Corps,  directing  Custer's 
Brigade  to  join  its  division  (Kilpatrick's)  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  Ac- 
cordingly, Mcintosh's  Brigade  was  ordered  to  relieve  Custer's,  and  to  occupy 
his  position  covering  the  intersection  of  the  Hanover  and  Low  Dutch  roads. 

While  these  movements  were  going  on  upon  our  part,  the  Confederate  cav- 
alry, under  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  which  for  some  time  had  been  cut  oft  from 
all  communication  with  the  main  body  of  Lee's  army,  was  hastening  to  join 
it.     It  is  needless  here  to  follow  in  detail  Stuart's  earlier  movements,  but  on 
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July  2,  after  having  encountered  Kilpatrick  at  Hunterstown,  he  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Gettysburg,  and  took  position  on  the  York  and  Harrisburg  roads. 
He,  too,  had  been  marching  hard  and  long.  Men  and  horses  had,  like  ours, 
suffered  severely,  but,  marching  as  he  liad  been  through  an  enemy's  country, 
his  losses  from  straggling  had,  of  course,  been  less  than  those  of  the  Union 
c;ivalry. 

During  the  morning  of  July  3,  Stuart  moved  forward  to  the  left  and  in  ad- 
vance of  Ewell's  Corps,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  the  elevated  ground  east 
of  Gettysburg,  from  -which,  while  protecting  the  left  of  Lee's  army,  he  could 
command  a  view  of  the  routes  leading  to  the  rear  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  could,  at  the  same  time,  be  in  position  to  move  out  at  the  proper  moment, 
and  there  attack  it,  simultaneously  with  the  grand  assault  which  was  to  be 
made  upon  Cemetery  Eidge  from  the  other  side  by  Pickett's  Division  of  Long- 
street's  Corps,  supported  by  Heth's  and  Pender's  divisions  and  Wilcox's  Bri- 
gade of  Hill's  Corps.  That  this  was  his  purpose  he  tells  us  almost  in  so  many 
words. 

To  appreciate  how  well  adapted  was  Stuart's  position  to  such  a  move,  one 
should  stand  on  the  hill  back  of  the  Eummel  farm  buildings.  The  whole 
country  for  miles  in  front  of  him,  clear  up  to  Cemetery  Hill  and  the  Round 
Tops,  lay  at  his  feet.  In  his  rear  a  cross-country  road  branches  off  from  the 
York  turnpike  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Gettysburg,  and,  crossing  over 
the  high  ground  mentioned  by  Stuart,  runs  in  a  south-easterly  direction  toward 
the  Low  Dutch  road,  which  connects  the  York  and  Baltimore  turnpikes.  This 
high  ground  is  divided  south  of  the  cross-road  by  the  upper  valley  of  Cress' 
Run,  forming  two  ridges,  that  west  of  the  run  being  known  as  Brinkerhoff's 
Ridge,  and  that  east  of  it  as  Cress'  Ridge.  A  piece  of  woods  crowns  the  easterly 
side  of  the  ridge  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  cross-road,  affording  protection 
and  cover  to  the  supports  of  the  battery  which  was  subsequently  placed  there. 
Screened  by  this  and  another  piece  of  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  cross- 
road is  a  large  open  space  on  the  Stallsmith  farm,  where  the  Confederate  leader 
was  enabled  to  mass  and  manoeuvre  his  command  unobserved  by  his  opponents. 

The  position  occupied  by  the  Union  cavalry  had  none  of  the  advantages 
claimed  by  Stuart  for  his  own.  As  he  himself  states  in  his  official  report,  the 
whole  country  for  miles  lay  at  his  feet.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ground  oc- 
cupied by  his  opponents  was  less  commanding,  and  more  exposed  to  his  view. 
The  Low  Dutch  road  crosses  the  Hanover  road  nearly  at  right  angles,  about 
three  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  Gettysburg,  at  the  Howard  house,  and,  con- 
tinuing on  about  two  miles  farther  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  strikes  the 
Baltimore  turnpike  about  one  mile  and  three-fourths  southeast  of  Rock  Creek 
and  the  rear  of  center  of  our  main  line  of  battle.  Another  cross-country  road, 
from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  nearer  Gettysburg,  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the 
Low  Dutch  road  from  the  Hanover  road  at  the  Reever  house  along  the  valley 
of  Cress'  Run  and  strikes  the  Baltimore  turnpike  by  the  bridge  over  White  Run 
about  a  mile  southeast  of  the  bridge  over  Rock  Creek,  close  to  which,  by 
Powers'  Hill,  the  Reserve  Artillery  and  the  ammunition  trains  were  stationed. 
This,  being  the  shorter  and  more  direct  road,  was  used  by  our  troops  in  opera- 
ting between  the  Baltimore  turnpike  and  the  Hanover  road.  By  these  roads  the 
rear  of  our  main  line  of  battle  was  directly  accessible.  About  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  northeast  from  the  intersection  of  the  Low  Dutch  and  Hanover  roads 
the  cross-country  road  first  above  mentioned  branches  off  to  the  northwest  to- 
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ward  the  York  turnpike  and  the  left  center  of  Stuart's  position.  A  piece  of 
woods,  which  since  the  battle  has  been  somewhat  reduced  in  extent,  covered 
the  intersection  of  the  Low  Dutch  road  and  the  cross-road  on  the  side  toward 
the  enemy's  position,  extending  about  equi-distant  on  each  road  from  near  a  lane 
leading  down  to  John  Eummel's  house  and  farm  buildings  on  the  north,  to  the 
Lott  house  on  the  south,  a  total  distance  of  a  half  mile  or  more.  One  aide  of 
this  piece  of  woods  faced  the  northwest  and  the  enemy's  position.  Between 
the  ridge,  on  which  the  Howard  house  stands,  and  along  which  the  Low  Dutch 
road  runs,  and  that  part  of  Cress'  Ridge  occupied  by  the  right  of  Stuart's  line, 
hut  close  under  the  latter,  is  a  small  creek  known  as  Little's  Run,  starting 
from  the  spring  house  at  Rummel's.  The  Rummel  farm  buildings  eventually 
became  the  key-point  of  the  field,  which  lies  about  three  miles  east  of  Gettys- 
burg. 

The  force  under  Gregg  numbered  about  five  thousand  men,  though  not  more 
than  three  thousand  were  actually  engaged  in  the  fight  about  to  be  described. 
It  consisted  of  the  three  regiments  of  Mcintosh's  Brigade,  Irvin  Gregg's 
Brigade,  and  Custer's  Brigade,  which  as  will  appear,  remained  on  the  field. 
On  the  other  hand  Stuart  had  under  his  command  General  Wade  Hampton's 
Brigade,  consisting  of  the  First  North  Carolina  and  the  First  and  Second 
South  Carolina  Cavalry  regiments,  and  Cobb's  Georgia,  the  Jeff  Davis,  and 
Phillips'  Georgia  Legions  ;  General  Fitzhugb  Lee's  Brigade,  consisting  of  the 
First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry  regiments,  and  Gen- 
eral W.  H.  F.  Lee's  Brigade,  under  Colonel  John  R.  Chambliss,  consisting  of 
the  Second  North  Carolina  and  the  Ninth,  Tenth,  and  Thirteenth  Virginia 
Cavalry  regiments.  To  this  force  was  added,  for  the  proposed  movements  of 
the  day,  Jenkins'  Brigade  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Milton  J.  Ferguson,  armed 
as  mounted  infantry  with  Enfield  muskets,  though  short  of  ammunition,  and 
consisting  of  the  Fourteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seventeenth  Virginia  Cavalry 
regiments,  and  the  Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty-sixth  Virginia  battalions.  The 
artillery  with  Stuart  consisted  of  McGregor's  Virginia,  Breathed's  Virginia, 
Jackson's  Virginia  and  GriflSu's  Maryland  batteries.  This  entire  force  has  been 
estimated  by  reliable  Confederate  authority  at  between  six  thousand  and 
seven  thousand  men. 

When  Mcintosh,  shortly  before  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  came  with  his 
brigade  upon  the  ground  occupied  by  Custer  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  him, 
he  made  the  necessary  inquiries  as  to  his  picket  line,  and  the  position  and 
force  of  the  enemy.  Everything  was  quiet  at  the  time.  Custer  reported,  how- 
ever, that  the  enemy  was  all  around,  and  that  an  attack  might  be  expected  at 
any  moment.  The  First  New  Jersey  was  at  once  ordered  out,  mounted,  to  re- 
lieve Custer's  pickets,  taking  position  in  the  piece  of  woods  on  the  Low  Dutch 
road,  facing  to  the  north  west,  and  the  Third  Pennsylvania  and  First  Mary- 
land were  drawn  up  in  columns  of  squadrons  in  a  clover  field  west  of  the  Lott 
house,  awaiting  developments.  While  in  this  position,  and  a  few  minutes 
after  1  o'clock,  the  tremendous  artillery  firing  which  preceded  Pickett's  attack 
began.  Not  being  within  range,  however,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade, 
while  allowing  their  horses  to  graze,  looked  with  astonishment  upon  the  mag- 
nificent spectacle. 

As  soon  as  the  Michigan  Brigade,  had  begun  to  move  off  for  the  purpose  of  join- 
ing Kilpatrick  near  Round  Top,  Mcintosh,  who  had  looked  well  over  the  ground, 
determined  to  ascertain  what  force  was  in  his  front  without  waiting  to  be  at- 
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tacked.  Accordingly,  about  2  o'clock,  lie  ordered  Major  Beaumont  to  move  the 
First  New  Jersey  torward  toward  the  wooded  crest  about  five-eighths  of  a  mile 
in  front  of  him,  and  a  short  distance  beyond  Eummel's,  expecting  there  to  find 
the  enemy.  This  movement  was  a  signal  for  the  deployment  of  a  skirmish  line 
from  Eummel's  barn,  where  a  strong  picket  force  of  the  enemy  had  been  con- 
cealed, and  which  at  once  occupied  a  line  of  fences  a  short  distance  in  front. 
The  First  New  Jersey  was  dismounted  and  took  position  behind  a  fence  runniDg 
parallel  with  that  occupied  by  the  enemy,  the  right  of  the  line  under  Major  Jane- 
way,  and  the  left  under  Captain  Boyd,  and  immediately  became  hotly  engaged. 
Two  squadrons  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania,  under  Captain  Rogers  and  Treichel, 
and  the  Purnell  Troop,  were  deployed  dismounted  to  the  left  in  the  open  fields, 
and  the  three  other  squadrons  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania,  under  Captains  Miller,* 
Walsh  and  Hess,  deployed  mounted  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  whole  line, 
in  the  woods  covering  the  cross-road  above  mentioned,  running  toward  the 
enemy's  position,  Miller  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  Walsh  and  Hess  on  the 
right.  To  meet  this  movement  the  Confederate  skirmish  line  was  strongly 
re-inforced  by  dismounted  men,  and  a  battery  was  placed  in  position  in  front  of 
the  wooded  crest  back  of  the  Eummel  house. 

The  Confederate  battery  now  opened  fire,  and  Pennington,  whose  battery  had 
not  yet  moved  off,  but  was  still  in  position  on  the  Hanover  road,  near  the 
Spangler  house,  replied  with  promptness.  Mcintosh  at  once  sent  back  lor 
Eandql  and  his  guns,  at  the  same  time  reporting  to  General  Gregg  that  he  was 
engaged  with  a  greatly  superior  force,  and  requesting  that  Irvin  Gregg's 
Brigade  be  sent  up  at  a  trot  to  support  him.  That  brigade  was  yet  some  dis- 
tance off,  and  Gregg,  meeting  Custer  on  the  march  in  the  opposite  direction, 
ordered  him  to  return  and  re-inforce  Mcintosh,  and  to  remain  on  the  ground 
until  the  Third  Brigade  could  be  brought  up.  Custer  ever  ready  for  a  fight, 
was  not  loth  to  do  so.  Heading  his  column  about,  he  moved  up  at  once  to 
Mcintosh's  support,  while  General  Gregg  came  upon  the  field  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  forces. 

The  enemy  having  filled  the  large  barn  at  Eummel's  with  sharp-shooters, 
who,  while  picking  off  our  men,  were  completely  protected  from  our  fire,  Cap-: 
tain  Eandol,  upon  coming  on  the  ground,  placed  in  position,  on  the  edge  of  an 
orchard  back  of  the  Howard  house,  a  section  of  his  battery  under  Lieutenant 
Chester,  and  opened  upon  the  barn.  Shell  after  shell  from  Pennington's  bat- 
tery and  Chester's  section  struck  the  building,  soon  compelling  the  enemy  to 
abandon  it,  and,  as  he  did  so,  the  center  of  our  line  advanced  and  occupied  the 
enemy's  line  offences  near  the  farm  buildings.  Having  thus  pierced  his  line, 
a  force  was  sent  out  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank,  which  succeeded  in  driving 
back  the  portions  of  Jenkins'  Brigade  in  front  of  our  left  center.  This  move- 
ment caused  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line,  held  by  the  dismounted  skirmishers 
of  Hampton's  and  Fitz  Lee's  brigades,  to  give  way  alsi  \  The  center  and  left 
of  our  line  were  thus  advanced,  and  four  squadrons  of  the  Sixth  Michigan  went 
into  position  dismounted  along  Little's  Run,  on  the  left  of  Purnell  Troop, 
extending  still  farther  to  the  left,  so  as  to  cover  the   Hanover  road,  the  re- 

♦  In  the  exceptionally  hard  work  of  the  campaign,  the  squadrons  of  Captain  Newhall 
(wlio  at  the  time  was  acting  as  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade)  and  Miller 
had  become  so  much  reduced  in  the  number  of  officers,  men  and  horses,  that  in  order  to 
increase  their  elBciency  they  had  been  temporarily  consolidated  into  one  squadron  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  Miller. 
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mibinder  of  the  regiment  supporting  them.  Randol's  second  section,  under 
Lieutenant  Kinney,  an  ofScer  of  General  Tyler's  staff  who  had  volunteered  to 
serve  with  the  battery,  having  come  up,  he  placed  it  to  the  left  and  rear  of 
Chester's  section.  By  the  accuracy  of  their  fire  and  superior  range,  the  two 
hatteries  soon  silenced  the  enemy's  guns  on  the  crest  back  ofEummel's,  as  also 
some  others  in  position  more  to  our  left  on  Brinkerhoff's  Eidge. 

Meanwhile  a  column  of  Confederate  cavalry  began  to  move  out  of  the  woods 
to  make  a  charge  upon  the  right  of  our  line,  but  it  was  at  once  driven  back, 
with  some  loss,  by  the  effective  fire  of  our  artillery. 

As  the  ammunition  of  the  First  New  Jersey  and  Third  Pennsylvania  was 
becoming  exhausted,  the  Fifth  Michigan,  armed  with  Spencer  repeating  car- 
bines, was  ordered  to  relieve  them,  and  moved  xxp  to  the  front,  dismounted, 
along  the  line  of  fences  which  intersected  the  iield  lengthwise.  No  sooner  had 
it  reached  the  line  than  a  dismounted  regiment  from  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  Brigade 
advanced  to  the  support  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  made  a  terrific  on- 
slaught upon  the  position.  The  Fifth  Michigan,  though  short  of  ammunition 
from  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  and  the  troops  it  had  come  up  to  relieve,  held 
the  ground  stubbornly.  When  the  fire  had  slackened,  the  First  New  Jersey 
and  the  two  Third  Pennsylvania  squadrons,  which  had  been  ordered  to  retire 
when  the  Fifth  Michigan  came  up,  endeavored  to  withdraw.  The  enemy,  be- 
lieving it  a  signal  of  retreat,  advanced,  first  on  the  right  and  then  on  the  left. 
The  Jerseymen  and  Pennsylvanians  came  back  upon  the  line  and  assisted  in 
the  repulse  of  the  attack,  and  again  and  again  was  this  repeated. 

The  right  of  the  First  New  Jersey  and  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  remained  at 
their  part  of  the  line  until  the  last  cartridge  was  used,  and  the  last  pistol 
emptied,  and  then  fell  back,  but  not  until  they  had  suffered  heavily,  among  the 
killed  being  the  gallant  Major  Ferry  of  the  Fifth .  Michigan.  This  movement 
was  taken  advantage  of  by  the  enemy,  and  the  First  Virginia,  of  Fitz  Lee's  Bri- 
gade, was  ordered  to  charge  upon  our  right  center.  As  it  was  seen  to  start, 
Mcintosh  rode  over  quickly  to  the  Lott  House,  where  he  had  left  the  First 
Maryland  prepared  for  such  an  emergency.  Gregg,  however,  upon  coming  on 
the  field,  had  moved  the  regiment  over  to  the  right  to  cover  the  Low  Dutch 
and  Hanover  roads  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  more  effectually  that  important 
quarter.  The  Seventh  Michigan,  which  was  to  take  its  place,  was  just  then 
coming  upon  the  field  from  the  direction  of  the  Reever  House  in  column  of 
fours.  Custer,  who  was  near,  also  saw  the  emergency,  ordered  close  column  of 
squadrons  to  be  formed  at  the  gallop,  and  advanced  with  it  to  meet  the  attack. 

As  the  First  New  Jersey  retired,  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  swung  hack 
and  took  a  position  behind  the  fence  which  ran  nearly  parallel  with  the  line  of 
the  charging  column. 

The  Seventh  Michigan  advanced  boldly  to  meet  the  First  Virginia,  but,  on 
coming  up  to  a  stone  and  rail  fence,  instead  of  pushing  across  it,  began  firing 
with  their  carbines.  The  First  Virginia  came  on.  iu  spite  of  the  heavy  fire, 
until  it  reached  the  fence  from  the  other  side.  Both  regiments  then  fought 
face  to  face  across  the  fence  with  their  carbines  and  revolvers,  while  a  scorch, 
ing  fire  was  centered  upon  the  First  Virginia  from  either  flank.  The  enemy's 
re-enforcements  at  last  came  up,  and  assisted  the  First  Virginia  to  pass  the 
fence,  whereupon  the  Seventh  Michigan  gave  way,  the  enemy  following  in 
close  pursuit. 
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a  terrific  fire  from  the  two  batteries  in  front  and  the  skirmish  lines  on  the 
flanks,  while  a  battalion  of  the  Fifth  Michigan,  which  had  succeeded  in  mount- 
ing, advanced  under  Major  Trowbridge  to  assist  the  Seventh.  It  was  more 
than  even  the  gallant  First  Virginia  could  stand,  and  it  was  compelled  to  fall 
hack  on  its  supports,  which  were  fast  advancing  to  its  assistance^* 

Just  then  there  appeared  in  the  distance,  emerging  from  behind  the  screen 
of  woods  on  the  cross-road  by  the  Stallsmith  farm,  a  large  mass  of  cavalry — 
the  brigades  of  Hampton  and  Fitz  Lee.f  Every  one  saw  at  once  that  unless 
this,  the  grandest  attack  of  all,  were  checked,  the  fate  of  the  day  would  be 
decided  against  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  They  were  Stuart's  last  reserves, 
and  his  last  resource.  If  the  Baltimore  pike  was  to  be  reached,  and  havoc 
created  in  our  rear,  the  important  moment  had  arrived,  as  Pickett  was  even 
then  moving  up  to  the  assault  of  Cemetery  Ridge. 

In  close  columns  of  squadrons,  advancing  as  if  in  review,  with  sabres  drawn 
and  glistening  like  silver  in  the  bright  sunlight — the  spectacle  called  forth  a 
murmur  of  admiration.  It  was,  indeed,  a  memorable  one.  Chester,  whose 
guns  were  nearest,  opened  fire  at  once,  with  a  range  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile. 
Pennington  and  Kinney  soon  did  the  same.  Canister  and  shell  were  poured 
into  the  steadily  approaching  columns  as  fast  as  the  guns  could  fire.  The  dis- 
mounted men  fell  back  to  the  right  and  left,  and  such  as  could  got  to  their 
liorses.  The  mounted  skirmishers  rallied  and  fell  into  line.  Then  Gregg  rode 
over  to  the  First  Michigan,  which,  as  it  had  come  upon  the  field  a  short  time 
before,  had  formed  close  column  of  squadrons  supporting  the  batteries,  and 
gave  the  word  to  charge.  As  Town  ordered  sabres  to  be  drawn  and  the  column 
to  advance,  Custer  dashed  up  with  similar  orders,  and  placed  himself  at  its 
head.  The  two  columns  drew  nearer  and  nearer,  the  Confederates  outnumber- 
ing their  opponents  three  or  four  to  one.  The  gait  increased — first  the  trot, 
then  the  gallop.  Hampton's  battle-flag  floated  in  the  van  of  his  brigade.  The 
orders  of  the  Confederate  officers  could  be  heard,  "Keep  to  your  sabres,  men, 
keep  to  your  sabres  ! "  for  the  lessons  they  had  learned  at  Brandy  Station  and 
at  Aldie  had  been  severe.  There  the  cry  had  been,  "Put  up  your  sabres! 
Draw  your  pistols  and  fight  like  gentlemen  !  "  But  the  sabre  was  never  a 
favorite  weapon  with  the  Confederate  cavalry,  and  now,  in  spite  of  the  lessons 
of  the  past,  the  warnings  of  the  present  were  not  heeded  by  all. 

As  the  charge  was  ordered  the  speed  increased,  every  horse  on  the  jump, 

*  The  statement  that  this  preliminary  charge  was  made  by  the  First  Virginia  Cavalry 
of  Fitz  Lee's  Brigade  is  based  upon  the  authority  of  General  Stuart's  report,  confirmed 
by  a  letter  of  General  Fitzhugh  Lee.  General  Stuart  further  states  that  the  First 
North  Corollna  and  Jeff  Davis  Legion  were  sent  to  the  support  of  the  First  Virginia, 
and  that  gradually  the  hand-to-hand  fighting  involved  the  greater  portion  of  his  com- 
mand. On  the  other  hand  the  Kev.  George  W.  Beale,  then  a  lieutenant  in  the  Ninth 
Virginia  Cavalry,  in  a  letter  written  a  few  days  after  the  battle,  and  published  in  Vol. 
XI,  Southern  Historical  Society  papers,  p.  320,  stated  that  the  charge  was  made  by  the 
Ninth  and  Thirteenth  Virginia  of  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  Brigade,  commanded  byChambliss. 
General  Wade  Hampton  states  in  his  report  that,  seeing  that  a  portion  of  Chambliss' 
command  was  being  driven  back  by  a  large  force,  he  ordered  the  First  North  Carolina 
and  Jeff  Davis  Legion  to  its  support,  which  drove  our  people  back,  but  encountering 
our  reserves  in  heavy  force  his  and  Fitz  Lee's  brigades  charged,  and  In  the  hand-to- 
hand  fight  which  then  occurred  he  was  wounded. 

No  official  reports  of  the  battle  made  by  General  Fitzhugh  Lee  or  Colonel  Chambllas 
are  to  be  found  among  the  Confederate  official  records  in  the  War  Department. 

t  According  to  the  writer's  diary  this  was  about  3  o'clock. 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  811 

every  man  yelling  like  a  demon.  The  columns  of  the  Confederates  blended, 
hut  the  perfect  alignment  was  maintained.  Chester  put  charge  after  charge 
of  double  canister  into  their  midst,  his  men  bringing  it  up  to  the  guns  by  the 
armful.  The  execution  was  fearful,  but  the  long  rents  closed  up  at  once.  As 
the  opposing  columns  drew  nearer  and  nearer,  each  with  perfect  alignment, 
every  man  gathered  his  horse  well  under  him,  and  gripped  his  weapon  the 
tighter.  Though  ordered  to  retire  his  guns,  toward  which  the  head  of  the  as- 
saulting column  was  directed,  Chester  kept  on  firing  until  the  enemy  was 
within  fifty  yards,  and  the  head  of  the  First  Michigan  had  come  into  the  line 
of  his  fire.  Staggered  by  the  fearful  execution  of  the  two  batteries,  the  men 
in  the  front  of  the  Confederate  column  drew  in  their  horses  and  wavered. 
Some  turned,  and  the  column  fanned  out  to  the  right  and  left,  but  those  be- 
hind came  pressing  on.  Custer,  seeing  the  men  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  enemy 
hesitate,  waved  his  sabre  and  shouted,  "Come  on,  you  wolverines  ! "  and  with 
a  fearful  yell  the  First  Michigan  rushed  on,  Custer  four  lengths  ahead. 

Mcintosh,  as  he  saw  the  Confederate  column  advancing,  sent  his  Adjutant 
Oeneral,  Captain  Walter  S.  Kewhall,  with  orders  to  Rogers  and  Treichel  to 
rally  their  men  for  a  charge  on  the  flank  as  it  passed.  But  sixteen  men  could 
get  their  horses,  and  with  five  officers  they  made  for  the  battle-flag.  Newhall, 
sharing  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  rushed  in,  by  the  side  of  Rogers  and 
Treichel,  at  the  head  of  the  little  band.  Miller,  whose  squadron  of  the  Third 
Pennsylvania  was  already  mounted,  fired  a  volley  from  the  woods  on  the  right 
as  the  Confederate  column  passed  parallel  with  his  line,  and  then,  with  sabres 
drawn,  charged  into  the  overwhelming  masses  of  the  enemy. 

The  small  detachment  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  under  Rogers  and  Treichel 
struck  the  enemy  first,  all  making  for  the  color-guard.  Newhall  was  about 
seizing  the  fiag  when  a  sabre  cut  was  directed  at  his  head,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  parry  it.  At  the  same  moment  the  color-bearer  lowered  his  spear 
and  struck  Newhall  full  in  the  face,  knocking  him  senseless  to  the  ground. 
Nearly  every  officer  and  man  in  the  little  band  was  killed  or  wounded.  Almost 
at  the  same  moment,  Miller,  with  his  squadron  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania, 
struck  the  left  flank  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  down  the  column.  Going 
through  and  through,  he  cut  off  the  rear  portion  and  drove  it  back  past  Rum- 
mel's  up  to  the  Confederate  battery,  and  nothing  but  the  heavy  losses  which 
he  had  suflered,  and  the  scattering  of  his  men,  prevented  his  going  farther  and 
taking  it,  wounded  though  he  was. 

Meanwhile  the  heads  of  the  two  columns  had  met — the  one  led  by  Hampton 
and  Fitz  Lee,  and  the  other  by  Custer — and  were  fighting  hand  to  hand.  Mc- 
intosh, with  his  staff  and  orderlies,  and  such  scattered  men  from  the  Michigan 
and  other  regiments  as  he  could  get  together,  and  Alger  with  the  Fifth  Michi- 
gan, charged  in  on  the  flanks  with  their  sabres.  For  minutes,  which  seemed 
like  hours,  amid  the  clashing  of  the  sabres,  the  rattle  of  the  small  arms,  the 
frenzied  imprecations,  the  demands  to  surrender,  the  undaunted  replies  and 
the  appeals  for  mercy,  the  Confederate  column  stood  its  ground.  Captain 
Thomas  of  the  staff,  seeing  that  a  little  more  was  needed  to  turn  the  tide,  cut 
his  way  over  to  the  woods  on  the  right,  where  he  knew  he  could  find  Hart,  who 
had  remounted  his  squadron  of  the  First  New  Jersey.  In  the  melee,  near  the 
colors,  was  an  officer  of  high  rank,  and  the  two  headed  the  squadron  for  that 
part  of  the  fight.  They  came  within  reach  of  him  with  their  sabres,  and  then 
it  was  that  Wade  Hampton  was  wounded. 
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By  this  time  the  edges  of  the  Confederate  column  had  begun  to  wear  away, 
and  the  outside  men  to  draw  back.  As  Hart's  squadron  and  the  other  small 
parties  charged  in  from  all  sides,  the  enemy  turned.  Then  there  was  a  pell- 
mell  rush,  our  men  following  in  close  pursuit.  Many  prisoners  were  captured, 
and  many  of  our  men,  through  their  impetuosity,  were  carried  away  by  the 
overpowering  current  of  the  retreat. 

The  pursuit  was  kept  up  past  Rummel's  and  the  enemy  was  driven  back 
into  the  woods  beyond.  The  line  of  fences,  and  the  farm-buildings,  the  key- 
point  of  the  field,  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  fight  had  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  enemy,  remained  in  ours  until  the  end.  The  enemy,  however,  estab- 
lished and  maintained  a  skirmish  line  on  his  side  of  the  farm-bnildings,  and 
for  a  time  kept  up  a  brisk  firing,  but  all  serious  fighting  for  the  day  was  over, 
for  Pickett's  simultaneous  attack  upon  Cemetery  Eidge  had  also  been  repulsed, 
and  the  victory  along  our  line  was  complete.  Skirmishing  and  some  desultory 
artillery  firing  were  kept  up  at  intervals  by  both  forces  until  after  nightfall, 
these  disturbances  being  for  the  most  part  caused  by  the  enemy's  endeavors  to 
recover  his  killed  and  wounded,  who  were  lying  thickly  strewn  over  the  field 
in  our  possession.  At  dark  Stuart  withdrew  to  the  York  turnpike,  prepara- 
tory to  covering  the  retreat  of  Lee's  army  toward  the  Potomac.  In  the  even- 
ing Custer's  Brigade  was  ordered  to  join  its  division.  Gregg  remained  all  night 
in  the  possession  of  the  field  of  the  hand-to-hand  contest,  and  in  the  morning 
his  Third  Brigade  started  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy.  * 

The  brunt  of  the  fighting  in  Gregg's  Division  was  borne  by  the  Third  Penn- 
sylvania and  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry  regiments,  for,  by  the  time  the  Third 
Brigade  had  come  up,  the  Michigan  Brigade  had  gotten  so  deeply  into  the  fight 
that  it  could  not  be  withdrawn.  The  Third  Brigade,  together  with  the  First 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  which  latter,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Greely  S.  Curtis,  had  come  upon  the  field  during  the  fight,  and  Rank's  section 
of  artillery,  had  consequently  been  held  in  reserve,  close  at  hand,  drawn  up  in 
column  of  regiments  on  the  south  side  of  the  Hanover  road  west  of  the  Low 
Dutch  road,  near  the  Spangler  house.  The  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
remained  all  day,  and  until  late  into  the  night,  upon  the  skirmish  line  estab- 
lished in  the  morning,  interchanging  at  frequent  intervals  a  brisk  fire  with  the 
enemy's  infantry,  especially  about  the  Deodorf  farm-buildings  which  were 
filled  with  his  sharpshooters,  and  at  one  time  repulsing  a  vigorous  attack  upon 
the  line,  thus  efficiently  maintaining  the  connection  between  our  infantry  and 
cavalry,  and  preventing  a  flank  attack  from  that  quarter  of  the  field.  The 
moral  effect  ofthe  presence  of  these  troops  in  full  viewof  the  field  of  the  fighting, 
and  easily  observed  from  the  enemy's  position,  went  far  toward  securing  the  suc- 
cessful results  of  the  day. 

*  The  Comte  (3e  Paris  states  (Vol.  iii..  Am.  Ed..  Hist,  ot  Civil  War  in  America,  page 
673,  etc.),  that  Stuart's  object  was  to  move  his  command  west  ot  Cress'  Bidgre,  so  as  to 
turn  the  left  of  the  Union  cavalry  unobserved,  and  thus  separating  it  from  the  rest  of 
the  army,  to  strike  the  Baltimore  turnpike  without  waiting  for  the  issue  of  the  great 
struggle,  in  order  to  create  a  panic  in  the  rear  of  our  main  line  of  battle,  the  effect  of 
wWch  would  he  decisive  upon  the  battlefield,  but  that  his  presence  having  been  dis- 
closed by  the  debouching  ot  Hampton's  and  Fitz  Lee's  brigades  into  the  open  fields 
beyond  Rummel's,  and  Mcintosh  having  forced  the  fighting,  he  (Stuart)  was  compelled 
to  leave  those  brigades  to  detain  the  Union  cavalry  north  of  the  Hanover  road  while  he 
continued  his  movement  with  Jenkins"  Brigade  and  that  commanded  by  Chamhliss, 
which  also  were  soon  forced  to  join  in  the  fight,  the  consequence  being  that  he  was 
prevented  from  accomplishing  his  object. 
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The  losses  of  the  Confederate  cavalry  were  undoubtedly  heavy,  but  vpere 
never  ascertained.  General  Gregg  reported  his  losses  to  be,  one  ofBcer  and 
thirty-three  enlisted  men  killed,  seventeen  officers  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
enlisted  men  wounded,  and  one  officer  and  one  hundred  and  three  enlisted  men 
missing — total,  tvi^o  hundred  and  ninety-five.* 

Stuart,  according  to  his  custom,  claimed  in  his  official  report  that  the  Union 
cavalry  was  driven  from  the  field  of  the  engagement,  thus  insinuating  that  he 
was  the  victor  of  the  fight,  and  other  Confederates  have  done  likewise.  That 
the  Union  cavalry,  on  the  contrary,  remained  masters  of  the  field  is  maintained 
by  Generals  Pleasonton,  Gregg  and  Custer,  and  Colonels  Town  and  Alger,  in 
their  official  reports,  f 

The  cavalrymen  engaged  on  the  Union  side  have  always  held  that  they  saved 
the  day  at  the  most  critical  moment  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg — the  greatest 
battle  and  the  turning  point  of  the  War  of  the  Eebellion.  It  has  not  been  the 
custom  among  historians  to  give  them  credit  ior  having  done  anything.  So 
fierce  was  the  main  engagement,  of  which  the  infantry  bore  the  brunt,' that  the 
fighting  on  the  part  of  the  cavalry  passed  almost  unnoticed  ;  yet  this  was  one 
of  the  few  battles  of  the  war  in  which  the  three  arms  of  the  service  fought  in 
combination  and  at  the  same  time,  each  within  supporting  distance  and  within 
sight  of  the  other,  and  each  in  its  proper  sphere.  The  turmoil  incident  to  an 
active  campaign  allowed  the  participants  on  the  Union  side  no  opportunity  to 
write  up  their  achievements,  and  no  news-correspondents  were  allowed  to  so- 
journ with  them,  to  do  it  for  them.  But  now  that  the  official  records  of  the 
campaign,  both  Union  and  Confederate,  have  been  brought  together,  and,  for 
the  first  time,  made  accessible,  and  the  official  map  of  the  field  has  been  pre- 
pared, the  great  historian  of  the  war,  will  have  at  hand  materials  which  have 
been  denied  to  others.  He  will  see  the  importance  of  the  fight  of  which  a  de- 
scription has  been  here  attempted,  and  will  give  it  the  credit  due  to  it.  Had 
Stuart  succeeded  in  his  well-laid  plan,  and,  with  his  large  force  of  cavalry, 

*  General  Custer,  in  his  oCBcial  report  of  the  services  of  his  brigade  in  the  battle,  in- 
advertently included  hia  losses  in  the  whole  of  the  Gettysburg  campaign.  General 
Gregg's  estimate  included  as  well  the  losses  in  Mcintosh's  and  Irvin  Gregg's  brigades 
as  those  la  Custer's  Brigade.  Owing  to  the  much  fuller  complement  of  the  latter  and 
the  numbers  engaged  the  proportion  of  its  losses  was  much  larger  than  those  of  the 
other  brigades.  According  to  the  final  corrected  statement  prepared  by  the  War  De- 
partment Its  records  show  the  losses  to  have  been  as  follows :  July  3,  in  Mcintosh's  and 
Irvin  Gregg's  brigades,  four  enlisted  men  killed,  twelve  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  one 
officer  and  three  enlisted  men  captured  and  missing — total,  twenty ;  July  3,  in  Mcin- 
tosh's, Irvin  Gregg's  and  Custer's  brigades,  one  officer  and  twenty-nme  enlisted  men 
killed,  eighteen  officers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  enlisted  men  wounded,  and 
seventy-flve  enlisted  men  captured  and  missing— total,  two  hundred  and  fifty-four;  total 
on  right  flank,  July  2  and  3,  three  hundred  and  nine.  This  estimate  does  not  include 
the  losses  of  the  Batteries. 

Iq  consequence  of  the  movements  of  the  cavalry  during  and  following  the  battle,  and 
the  lapse  of  time  before  the  rolls  were  prepared,  some  of  the  killed  were  included  in  the 
report  of  "  captured  and  missing."  The  official  figures  cannot  therefore  be  relied  on  as 
entirely  accurate. 

t  As  has  been  stated  in  the  text,  the  Union  cavalry,  at  one  time,  when  the  two  Con" 
federate  brigades  almost  reached  our  guns,  was  nearly  driven  from  the  field  of  the 
main  fight,  but  Stuart  omits  to  report  correctly  what  followed  our  counter-charge,  and 
his  words  leave  an  incorrect  impression. 

Since  the  Union  and  Confederate  commanders  each  claimed  to  have  driven  the  other 
from  the  field,  the  Comte  de  Paris  endeavors  to  settle  the  question  by  stating  incor- 
rectly that  the  ground  was  abandoned  by  both  parties. 
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struck  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  rear  of  its  line  of  tiattle,  simultaneously 
with  Pickett's  magnificent  and  furious  assault  in  its  front,  when  the  Union  in- 
fantry had  all  it  coald  do  to  hold  on  to  the  line  of  Cemetery  Ridge,  and  but 
little  more  was  needed  to  make  the  assault  a  success— the  merest  tyro  in  the 
art  of  war  can  readily  tell  what  the  result  would  have  been.  Fortunately  for 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  ;  fortunately  for  the  Nation  and  the  cause  of  human 
liberty,  he  failed. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  Gregg's  fight  at  Gettysburg  was  one  of  the  finest 
cavalry  fights  of  the  war.  To  borrow  the  language  of  Custer  on  his  report  of 
it :  "I  challenge  the  annals  of  warfare  to  produce  a  more  brilliant  or  success- 
ful charge  of  cavalry  than  the  one  just  recounted." 
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September  ii,  1889 
ADDRESS  BY  BREVET-BRIGADIER-GENERAL  W.  E.  DOSTER,  U.  S.  V. 

AGREEABLY  to  the  request  of  surviving  comrades  to  write  the  history  of 
our  regiment  during  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  and  mindful  of  the 
necessity  of  attaining  accuracy,  I  have  consulted  the  regimental  re- 
ports made  August  4,  August  13  and  September  3,  1863,  covering  these 
operations,  and  on  file  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  and  notes  made 
by  me  at  the  time,  and  after  comparing  these  with  the  recollection  of  other 
comrades,  and  visiting  the  field  m  1882,  1886  and  1887,  and  conferring  with 
Colonel  Bachelder,  submit  the  following : 

The  part  taken  by  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  in  this  campaign,  prop- 
erly speaking,  begins  with  the  time  when  it  formed  a  part  of  the  Union 
Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  that  encountered  and  held  in  check 
the  Confederate  cavalry,  through  the  passes  in  the  Blue  mountains,  south  of 
the  Potomac,  while  the  infantry  of  both  armies  was  passing  northward  toward 
Pennsylvania  (a  movement  which  covered  the  greater  part  of  the  month  of 
June,  1863),  and  ends  with  the  return  of  both  armies  to  the  line  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock, near  the  end  of  July,  1863.  During  this  period  the  Fourth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry  was  commanded  by  the  writer,  and  formed  part  of  the  Third 
Brigade  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Cavalry  Corps.  The  brigade  was  com- 
manded by  Colonel  J.  Irvin  Gregg,  the  division  by  Brigadier-General  D.  McM. 
Gregg,  and  the  corps  by  Major-General  A.  Pleasonton.  In  the  same  brigade 
with  our  regiment  were  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel J.  K.  Robison  ;  First  Maine,  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  H.  Smith ;  Tenth  New 
York,  Major  M.  H.  Avery.  On  the  general  stafi'  were  captain,  later  General 
Wesley  Merritt,  ambulance  officer,  and  captain,  later  General  Custer,  the  latter 
then  already  distinguished  for  his  fighting  on  foot,  in  the  advance,  with  his 
carbine.  The  three  battalions  of  our  regiment  were  commanded  by  Majors 
Covode,  Eiddle  and  Young.  Company  "A"  by  Lieutenant  Joseph  Andrews; 
"B,"  Captain  Frank  H.  Parke;  "C,"  Captain  Robert  D.  Martin  ;  "D,"  Cap- 
tain James  T.  Peale ;  "E,"  Captain  Robert  A.  Eobiaon ;  "F."  W.  K.  Linear 
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weaver;  "G,"  Captain  Elias  L.  Gillespie;  "H,"  Captain  Robert  J.  Phipps; 
"I,"  Lieutenant  Francis  M.  Ervay;  "K,"  Captain  James  B.  Grant;  '-L'^ 
Captain  Alender  P.  Duncan;  "M,"  Captain  Alfred  Dart,  Jr.,  Adjutant-Lieu- 
tenant A.  B.  White. 

The  campaign  may  be  said  to  have  been  opened  by  the  battle  of  Brandy 
Station,  June  9,  1863,  a  reconnaissance  intended  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy 
was  moving  north.  In  this  battle  we  formed  a  part  of  General  Duffle's  divi- 
sion, which  crossed  at  Beverly  Ford,  intending  to  effect  a  junction  with  Gen- 
eral Gregg's  division  which  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford.  During  this  action  we 
were  exposed  to  a  severe  artillery  fire,  and  recrossed  in  the  evening  at  Eappa- 
hannock  Station.  June  17,  we  were  engaged  at  Aldie.  June  18  we  made  a 
charge  through  the  town  of  Middleburg  and  drove  out  the  enemy,  but  finding 
the  position  untenable  we  retired  from  it  at  night.  Next  day,  June  19,  we 
were  ordered  to  retake  the  town,  but,  the  enemy  having  been  heavily  rein- 
forced, we  found  the  task  more  difficult.  Another  charge  followed,  and  we 
succeeded  in  dislodging  them,  and  forcing  them  to  take  position  about  a  mile 
west  of  the  town,  in  a  piece  of  woods,  and  behind  the  wall  of  a  cemetery 
where  they  made  an  obstinate  resistance.  At  last,  by  a  united  charge  of  our 
regiment  and  the  First  Maine,  they  were  repulsed,  and  driven  back  to  TJpper- 
ville.  June  20  we  rested.  June  21  we  fought  in  the  battle  of  Upperville,  the 
account  of  which  contained  in  the  regimental  report  made  September  3,  1863, 
is  as  follows : 

Headqdakters  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

September  3, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  June  21, 1  received  orders 
from  Colonel  Gregg  to  mount  my  regiment,  which  was  encamped  in  the  woods  about 
one  mile  from  Middleburg,  on  the  Upperville  road,  and  to  move  out  in  column  of 
squadrons  on  the  left  of  the  Tenth  New  York  and  one  battalion  of  the  First  Maine,  oq 
the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  Upperville,  which  I  accordingly  did,  moving  at  loter- 
vals  from  the  protection  of  one  knoll  to  another,  until  we  had  advanced  perhaps  one 
mile,  when  my  pioneer  corps  took  possession  of  a  small  rifled  gun  which  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  his  flight.  After  proceeding  about  one  mile  farther,  I  was 
ordered  to  cross  the  road  and  proceed  parallel  to  it.  This  I  did,  at  the  same  time  de- 
ploying one  company,  dismounted,  as  skirmishers  on  my  front,  and  afterward  adding 
one  squadron  on  my  left.  In  this  manner  we  reached  a  point  within  one-half  mile  ot 
the  town,  occasional  shots  being  exchanged  between  our  skirmishers  and  those  of  the 
enemy.  Here  I  was  ordered  to  form  my  regiment  as  a  support  to  and  on  the  left  of,  I 
think,  some  regular  regiments.  Before  the  order  to  advance  was  given  I  was  ordered 
to  support  Tidball's  Battery,  then  on  the  rising  ground  on  the  right  of  the  road,  in  full 
view  of  the  town  and  of  the  enemy. 

After  remaining  here  a  short  time  I  was  ordered  forward  to  the  support  of  the  bat- 
talion of  the  First  Maine,  which  had  been  ordered  to  charge  and  drive  the  enemy  from 
and  beyond  the  town.  I  immediately  ordered  my  regiment  forward  at  a  gallop,  and 
after  passing  through  and  beyond  the  town  some  hundreds  of  yards,  came  up  with  the 
First  Maine,  which  was  formed  on  the  road,  apparently  awaiting  a  charge  by  the 
enemy.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy  *  came  dashing  down  the  road,  when  I  ordered 
my  two  first  squadrons  to  advance  carbines  to  be  ready  to  receive  them.  The  First 
Maine,  after  firing  a  few  shots  scattered  to  the  right  and  left.  The  fire  of  my  regiment 
being  too  hot  for  him,  the  enemy  wheeled,  and  1  ordered  a  charge,  which  was  obeyed 
most  promptly  and  gallantly  by  both  officers  and  men.  The  enemy  was  driven  from 
the  field,  leaving  a  number  of  killed,  many  wounded,  and  several  prisoners  in  our 
hands.  I  then  deployed  two  squadrons  in  the  field  on  the  right  of  the  road  as  skir- 
mishers, falling  back  some  distance  in  the  field  with  the  principal  part  of  my  command. 

* Imboien  and  Bobertson's  Confederate  Cavalry, 
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The  enemy  again  charged,  my  men  at  the  same  time  wheeling,  so  as  to  throw  a  Hank 
fire  into  him  as  he  passed  along  the  road. 

About  twenty  of  my  men  then  dashed  Into  the  road  in  his  rear,  and  after  a  desperate 
hand-to-hand  conflict,  utterly  routed  and  discomfited  him,  thus  preventing  his  escape 
and  causing  the  capture  of  the  entire  party,  variously  estimated  at  from  twenty  to 
fifty  men. 

The  division  coming  up  at  this  time.  It  was  impossible  to  give  the  exact  number.    I 
now  received  orders  to  rally  my  men  and  fall  back  beyond  Upperville,  where  1  en- 
camped for  the  night.    During  the  actions  of  the  day  the  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of 
one  killed,  three  severely  wounded,  one  slightly  wounded  and  two  taken  prisoners.* 
I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  DOSTER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

To  Lieutenant  John  B.  Maitland,  A.eting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Third  Cavalry 
Brigade. 

The  rest  of  the  brigade  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle.f 

On  June  22  we  retired  from  XJpperville.t  through  Middleburg  to  Aldie,  with 
a  strong  rear  guard,  but  there  was  no  pursuit.  On  June  23  we  marched  to 
Leesburg,  meeting  a  good  deal  of  Union  infantry  marching  in  the  same  direction. 
June  24,  25  and  26,  we  were  on  picket  at  Goose  Creek,  with  instructions  to 
guard  all  roads  leading  to  Edwards'  Ferry  ;  and  learned  here  that  Lee  was  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Stuart  behind  us. 

On  June  27  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  on  the  main  body  at  Edwards' 
Ferry,  where  we  crossed  the  Potomac  by  a  pontoon  bridge  in  the  evening,  and 
re-united  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  same  night  we  pushed  forward 
towards  Frederick,  Maryland,  but  the  night  being  dark,  the  regiments  and 
brigades  were  all  in  confusion,  and  one-half  of  the  Fourth  strayed  away.  On 
Sunday  morning,  June  28  we  reached  Jefferson,  Maryland,  and  Frederick,  at  5 
p.  m.,  where  the  lost  companies  rejoined  us.  At  Frederick  we  learned  that 
General  Meade  had  superseded  General  Hooker.  On  June  39  one  of  our  men 
was  killed  in  a.  brawl  at  Frederick.  The  same  day  we  left  Frederick  and 
marched  to  XJuionville.  June  30  we  passed  through  Westminster  and 
camped  near  Manchester.  On  July  1,  at  5  in  the  morning,  we  reached  Han- 
over, Pennsylvania,  and  slept  in  a  wheat  field.  At  7  in  the  morning  we 
were  on  the  march  again.  Here  we  were  told  that  Lee  's  army  was  at 
Gettysburg,  that  a  battle  had  been  fought,  that  Reynolds  had  been  killed,  and 
Howard  was  in  command. 

We  arrived  on  the  field  at  11  o'clock  of  July  2,  and  encamped  in  a  clover 
field  on  the  Breiter  farm,  where  White's  Run  crosses  the  Baltimore  pike. 
Soon  after  our  arrival,  about  noon  or  early  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  detached 

*  OfBoial  report,  two  killed,  nine  wounded,  Ave  missing— total,  sixteen. 

t  My  brigade  was  not  actually  engaged  In  the  battle  of  Upperville,  on  June  31,  except 
the  First  Maine  and  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  which  was  sent  to  the  support  of 
General  Kilpatrick  in  the  afternoon.  They  charged  the  enemy  repeatedly,  driving 
him  from  town  and  capturing  one  piece  of  artillery.  Report  of  Colonel  J.  Irvin  Gregg. 

X  "  We  took  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one  being  a  Blakely  gun,  together  with  three 
caissons,  besides  blowing  up  one.  We  captured  upwards  of  sixty  prisoners,  and  more 
are  coming  in,  iacludinga  lieutenant-colonel,  major  and  Ave  other  officers,  besides  a 
wounded  colonel  and  a  largo  number  of  wounded  rebels  in  the  town  of  Upperville. 
They  left  their  dead  and  wounded  upon  the  field.  Of  the  former  I  sa«r  upwards  of 
twenty.  We  also  took  a  large  number  of  carbines,  pistols  and  sabres.  In  fact  it  was 
a  most  disastrous  day  for  the  rebel  cavalry.  Our  loss  has  been  very  small  both  in  men 
and  horses.  I  never  saw  the  troops  behave  better,  or  under  more  difficult  oiroum- 
Btances."    Eeport  of  General  Pleasonton. 
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from  the  brigade  and  ordered  to  report  directly  to  General  Pleasonton  with  my 
regiment  at  General  Meade's  headquarters  on  the  Taneytown  road.  On  our 
arrival  there,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Pleasonton  to  go  with  a  captain  of  his 
staff  and  support  some  artillery.  This  officer  guided  us  across  rocks  and  fields, 
abjut  half  a  mile  from,  and  to  the  left  of,  the  army  headquarters,  and  stationed 
us  on  rocky  ground,  with  a  clump  of  woods  in  our  rear  and  artillery  just  in 
front,  a  short  distance  north  of  Little  Round  Top.  Beyond  the  artillery  was 
the  Union  Infantry  line.  Our  regiment  was  stationed  by  squadron  front,  partly 
in  the  woods.  When  we  arrived  the  Union  artillery  was  hotly  engaged  with 
the  Confederate  artillery  posted  on  the  opposing  heights  of  Seminary  Ridge, 
who  had  caught  their  aim  well,  and  directed  their  iite  upon  us.* 

We  stood  exposed  to  this  galling  fire  for  several  hours,  during  which  time,  the 
better  to  protect  the  men,  I  ordered  them  to  dismount.  None  were  killed,  but 
many  horses  and  men  wounded.  At  last  the  same  staff  oflScer  who  had  placed 
us  in  position,  relieved  us  and  led  us  back  to  headquarters.  The  groiind  we 
occupied,  as  since  identified  by  Captains  Grant,  Beatty  and  other  comrades, 
was  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Weikert  farm,  near  the  present  Hancock 
avenue.  The  clump  of  woods  has  since  been  cut  down.  It  is  to  mark  this 
spot  that  our  monument  is  erected.  On  reaching  headquarters  the  writer  was 
invited  to  come  into  the  farm  house,  and  saw  Generals  Meade,  Butterfield  and 
Pleasonton,  sitting  together  in  the  inner  room  around  a  table.  The  latter  re- 
marked that  there  was  no  occasion  for  exposing  the  cavalry  further,  that  Gen- 
eral Meade  expected  an  attack  on  his  right  and  rear,  and  that  I  should  tell 
General  Gregg  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout.  I  sent  messengers  to  General  Gregg 
with  this  message  and  returned  to  the  Breiter  farm  with  the  regiment,  expect- 
ing to  meet  the  division  there,  but  no  trace  of  it  was  left.  It  appears  that  at 
this  time  General  Gregg  was  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  about  two  miles  east 
of  Gettysburg,  on  the  Hanover  pike,  having  with  him  the  First  and  the  rest  of 
the  Third  Brigade.     (See  his  report  of  July  25,  1863.) 

At  9  p.  m.,  on  the  2nd  I  was  ordered  to  report  again  to  General  Pleasonton, 
and  under  his  personal  superintendance,  our  regiment  established  a  picket  over 
the  whole  of  the  left  of  our  line  to  the  east  of  General  Meade's  headquarters, 
and  in  advance  of  our  infantry  pickets,  which  we  held  until  daybreak.  We  re- 
mained here  on  the  reserve,  a  short  distance  south  of  the  army  headquarters  on 
the  Taneytown  road,  during  the  artillery  duel  between  the  two  armies,  until 
2  p.  m.  of  the  3rd  of  July,  when  the  enemy  being  reported  advancing  on  the 
Littlestown  road  in  our  rear,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Pleasonton  to  advance 
toward  the  right  and  hold  them  in  check.  Under  these  instructions  we  barri- 
caded the  Baltimore  pike  and  threw  oat  a  skirmish  line,  in  which  duty  we 
werejoined  by  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Curtis, 
who  had  similar  orders.f     Hearing  cannonading  to  the  north  of  us,  we  con- 


*  "The  enemy's  guns,  which  had  been  brought  up  in  large  numbers,  were  wheeled 
into  position  and  answered,  and  soon  after,  along  all  that  ridge,  where  he  had  advan- 
tageously posted  battery  on  battery,  seemingly  an  interminable  line,  the  flre  was  ter- 
riflo,  and  the  very  air  was  filled  with  shot  and  bursting  shells,  like  hail  in  the  thick 
coming  storm."  S.  P.  Bates,  Martial  Deeds  of  Pennsylvania,  p.  359,  second  day  of 
Gettysburg. 

t  Colonel  Curtis,  In  a  letter  to  me,  dated  July  16, 1886,  says :    "I  remember  very  well 
that  our  two  regiments  were  detached  on  the  same  duty  July  3,  1863,  but  regret  that 
1  cannot  remember  where  it  was  that  we  were  sent  to  look  after  a  threatened  attack 
on  the  right  rear." 
52 
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eluded  that  this  was  the  attack  we  were  ordered  to  meet,  and  marching  in 
parallel  columns  with  the  First  Massachusetts,  we  struck  the  Hanover  pike, 
where  we  found  General  Gregg  hotly  engaged  with  Stuart's  cavalry.  The 
rebel  batteries  got  our  range  as  we  deployed  into  the  orchard,  just  south  of 
the  present  Cavalry  monument.  * 

The  night  of  the  3d  to  4th  of  July  we  camped  with  the  brigade  between  the 
Baltimore  and  Hanover  pike.  The  4th  we  stood  in  a  pouring  rain  near  Eum- 
mel's  house.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  we  were  ordered  to  advance  to  Get- 
tysburg by  way  of  the  York  road,  and  to  wait  at  the  cross  roads  of  the  York 
and  Hanover  pikes  for  the  rest  of  the  brigade.  As  we  advanced  we  found  a 
rebel  picket  line  holding  a  piece  of  woods  between  us  and  the  town.  On  our 
approach  they  surrendered  and  came  into  our  lines.  On  this  route  we  took  pos- 
session of  five  hospitals  and  about  three  hundred  wounded  Confederates.  At 
the  junction  of  the  York  and  Hanover  pike,  in  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  we  found 
a  barricade  across  the  street,  to  the  height  of  the  second  story  of  the  houses, 
made  up  principally  of  wagons  and  furniture,  which  our  pioneer  corps  removed. 
Now  began  the  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  army  by  way  of  the  Cashtown  road  or 
Chambersburg  pike.  In  the  morning,  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  had  the  ad- 
vance. During  the  afternoon,  the  Fourth  held  the  advance  and  one  man  killed 
by  the  rebel  rear  guard  at  Stevens'  Furnace.  On  the  6th,  at  Fayetteville,  we  were 
ordered  to  advance  toward  Greencastle,  and  on  this  day  the  report  shows  we 
captured  one  hundred  rebels,  eight  horses,  destroyed  twenty  caissons  and  gun- 
carriages  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  wagons.  Assistant  Adjutant 
General  Maitland  rode  with  us  at  ti  mes  urging  us  on.  The  movement  was  so  rapid 
(frequently  at  a  gallop),  that  out  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  horses  which  we  had 
when  we  left  Gettysburg,  only  sixty  were  able  to  keep  up  when  we  reached 
Marion,  t  Here  at  noon  a  citizen  brought  word  that  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry, 
numbering  about  two  thousand,  were  lying  dismounted  and  unsaddled  at 
Brown's  Mills  in  a  field  near  by,  which  turned  out,  on  examination  by  Captain 
Duncan,  to  be  correct.  I  sent  back  to  the  brigade  for  re-enforcements  and  sug- 
gested that  now  would  be  a  favorable  chance  for  an  attack,  and  hid  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  in  the  woods  until  the  messenger  re- 
turned. "While  waiting,  a  citizen  handed  me  a  copy  of  the  Philadelphia  In- 
quirer containing  an  account  of  the  battle  and  stating  that  the  Potomac  had 
risen  and  the  Union  cavali-y  had  utterly  routed  the  retreating  army  of  Lee. 
When  the  messenger  returned  he  reported,  much  to  our  surprise  and  regret, 
that  my  request  for  re-enforcements  was  refused,  and  that  I  was  ordered  to  fall 

•  "The  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  having  been  se^jt  to  report  to  General  Pleason- 
ton,  was  not  with  me  during  July  3rd,  but  Joined  me  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  when 
my  commandiwas  ordered  to  move  to  the  front  and  take  up  a  position  on  the  left  in  or- 
der to  meet  a  threatened  attack  in  that  direction.  While  remaining  in  that  position 
the  enemy  got  my  range,  etc."    Report  of  Colonel  Gregg. 

t  June  30,  twenty-six  ofBoers  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  men  for  duty.  Ke- 
cord  War  Department. 

"  Near  Marion  I  fell  in  with  the  rebel  rear  guard,  under  Fitzhugh  Lee,  and  accord- 
ingly was  ordered  to  fall  back,  rejoin  the  brigade  and  march  to  Chambersburg."  See 
report,  Aug.  4, 1863. 

"  Continued  the  pursuit  on  the  6th  to  Marion,  finding  the  road  filled  with  broken- 
down  wagons,  abandoned  limbers  and  caissons  filled  with  ammunition  ready  for  im- 
mediate use.  On  July  7,  8  and  9  were  on  the  march  from  Chambersburg  to  Middle- 
town,  Md."    Report  of  Colonel  Gregg. 
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back  on  the  brigade  at  Fayetteville  at  once.     We  accordingly  did  so,  and 
marched  to  Chambersburg,  spiking  one  rebel  gun  on  oar  way  back.f 

On  July  7  we  marched  with  the  brigade  leisurely  to  Waynesborough  and 
Quincy.  On  July  8  we  passed  through  Wolfsville  and  Myerstown  to  Middletown , 
meeting  General  Smith's  forceof  militia.  On  July  9  and  10  wq camped  at  Boone^- 
borough,  shoeing  horses  and  laying  in  forage,  rations  and  ammunition.  On 
July  12  and  13  we  received  thirty-five  new  horses  and  were  joined  by  Scott's 
Nine  Hundred  Cavalry  and  detachments  of  the  Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry.  On  July  13  we  rested.  On  July  14  we  moved  with  Gregg's 
Division,  by  a  pontoon  bridge,  across  the  Potomac  and  camped  that  night  on 
Bolivar  Heights.  What  took  place  on  the  15th  of  July  is  so  fully  told  in  the 
regimental  report  made  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Virginia,  August  13,  1863,  that  I 
copy  the  same  entire  : 

Sib  :— I  liuve  the  honor  to  report  that  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and 
the  pursuit  of  Lee  as  far  as  Marion  (deecribed  in  my  last  report),  this  regiment  aocom- 
panied  the  brigade  to  Middletown  and  Boonesborough,  Maryland,  without  any  event 
of  note  occurring  until  July  14,  when  the  regiment  recrossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's 
Perry  and  encamped  on  Bolivar  Heights.  On  the  15th  we  marched  with  the  brigade  as 
far  as  Shepherdgtown.  About!  p.  m.  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Gregg  to  advance  four 
miles  out  the  Winchester  road  to  Walper's  cross  roads  and  report  my  arrival.  About 
one  mile  from  Shepherdstown  my  advance  guard  encountered  and  drove  before  them 
a  party  of  ten  rebels,  which  was  Increased  to  about  forty  by  the  time  I  had  reached  the 
cross  roads.  They  fled  into  the  woods  beyond  the  cross  roads  and  renewed  the  attack, 
but  were  again  dispersed. 

I  learned  from  a  prisoner  whom  we  captured  that  about  Ave  hundred  rebel  cavalry 
belonging  to  (A.  G.)  Jenkins,  were  at  Leetown,  in  front ;  that  a  rebel  cavalry  force  was 
on  my  left  near  Charlestown,  and  that  a  portion  of  Ewell's  Corps,  whose  drums  were 
heard  distinctly,  was  near  Martinsburg  and  about  three  miles  to  my  right,  and  sent  the 
information  to  the  colonel  commanding  brigade.  I  threw  out  pickets  on  all  the  roads 
and  held  them  without  further  molestation  until  lip.  m.,  when  I  [was  ordered  back 
with  three  squadrons  to  Shepherdstown,  the  balance  being  relieved  next  morning.  At 
1  p.  m.  of  the  16th  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Winchester 
road  and  Bandol's  Battery,  and  instructed  to  support  the  battery  while  watching  and 
holding  the  enemy  in  check  on  the  right  of  the  line.  I  successively  advanced  three 
squadrons— Captains  Peale  and  Duncan  and  Lieutenant  Andrews— to  the  right  of  the 
line  which  became  warmly  engaged  about  5  p.  m.,  and  so  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  day.  Meanwhile  two  squadrons,  Captains  Peale's  and  Dart's,  had  been  seat  under 
Major  Young  to  the  support  of  the  First  Maine,  and  held  the  ground  on  the  right  of  the 
road  until  orders  were  given  to  retire.  Captain  Bobison  remained  as  support  of  the 
battery. 

For  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  First  Sergeant  John  Harper,  Company  B,  de- 
serves special  mention. 

In  this  action  seven  were  wounded  and  six  missing. 

I  fell  back  with  the  brigade  to  Harper's  Ferry  the  same  evening  and  thence  moved 
to  Bristoe  Station  and  Warrenton  without  meeting  with  anything  unusual,  except  rest 
rations,  and  forage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  DOSTER, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  MaitijAnd,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

On  July  17  and  18  we  were  at  Harper's  Ferry,  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  crossing  the  river  at  Berlin.  On  July  19  we  marched  by  Leesburg, 
Warrenton  Junction,  Bristoe  Station  and  Eealeton  to  Amissville,  where  we  ar- 
rived July  24  and  resumed  picketing  and  patrolling  as  far  as  Little  Washing- 

t  Fitzhugh  Lee  proceeded  that  afternoon  to  Williamsport,  which  he  reached  in  the 
evening  of  July  6,  in  time  to  relieve  Imboden  from  the  attack  of  Buf ord  and  Kilpatrick. 
Bates'  Martial  Deeds,  320. 
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ton  and  Thornton's  Gap.     Lee  was  again  on  the  Eapidan,  and  Meade  on  the 
line  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  Gettysburg  campaign  was  over. 

It  will  thus  he  seen  that,  in  the  month  that  elapsed  between  June  18  and 
July  18,  1863,  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  almost  daily  under  fire, 
that  it  marched,  ip  the  course  of  that  time,  about  five  hundred  miles  ;  that  it 
was  among  the  foremost  to  assail  the  enemy's  rear  when  he  advanced  and  when 
he  retreated  ;  and  in  the  actual  shock  of  this  great  contest,  it  helped  to  stand 
the  brunt  in  the  center  of  the  line. 

It  is  of  course  not  within  the  scope  of  this  address  to  give  a  history  of  this 
regiment  from  the  time  it  was  mustered  into  service,  August  13,  1861,  to  the 
time  it  was  mustered  out,  July  1,  1865.  But  it  may  appropriately  be  added 
that  it  took  part  in  seventy-seven  battles  and  skirmishes,  in  which  it  lost  in 
killed,  wounded,  died  of  disease  or  other  casualties,  captured  or  missing,  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-one,  of  whom  a  record  is  kept,  besides  about  one  hundred  of 
dead  and  wounded  not  recorded,  making  a  total  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one 
lost  out  of  a  total  enlistment  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  men,  or 
about  one-half.  Two  of  its  commanding  of&cers  were  killed  in  action  :  Colo- 
nel James  H.  Childs,  of  Pittsburg,  at  Antietam,  and  Colonel  George  H.  Covode 
at  St.  Mary's  Church.  Major  "Wm.  E.  Mays,  at  Farmville  ;  Adjutant  Clement 
Engleman  of  wounds  at  Dinwiddle  Court  House  ;  Adjutant  Jerome  McBrideof 
wounds  at  Kelly's  Ford  ;  Captain  Frank  H.  Parke  of  wounds  ;  Captain  David 
P.  Smith  of  wounds  ;  Lieutenant  Alviu  Young  of  wounds  ;  Lieutenant  John 
A.  Welton  of  wounds  ;  Captain  John  C.  Harper  of  wounds  at  Hatcher's  Eun  ; 
Lieutenant  Charles  E.  Nugent  killed  in  action.  Surely  we,  the  survivors  of 
that  organization,  may  be  proud  that  our  names  appear  on  the  rolls  of  the 
Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  that  the  monument  dedicated  here  will  keep 
its  glory  in  perpetual  remembrance. 


X>EDICATION   OF  MONUMENT 

6™  REGIMENT  CAVALRY 

October    14,   1888 
ADDRESS    OF  COLONEL  FREDERICK  C.  NEWHALL 

(^  OMRADES,  ladies  and  friends  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  : —  We 
are  here  to  dedicate,  and  with  becoming  ceremony  turn  over  to  the 
/  proper  authorities,  the  memorial  stone  of  our  regiment,  authorized  and 
paid  for  by  the  State,  to  commemorate  our  part  and  portion  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg.  It  was  an  excellent  inspiration  which  led  to  the  creation  of 
the  Gettysburg  Battle-field  Association,  and  the  State  and  personal  contributions 
for  regimental  and  other  memorials  here  spring  from  a  patriotic  and  grateful 
impulse.  Within  certain  limits,  the  privilege  is  granted  to  Confederate  organi- 
zations to  mark  in  the  same  way  the  ground  on  which  they  fought  ;  and  this 
is  a  striking  illustration  of  high-spirited  magnanimity  towards  those  who  strug- 
gled here  so  desperately  to  destroy  the  Union.  But  it  seemed  to  me,  as  I  have 
stood  on  some  commanding  spot  which  overlooks  the  battle-field  for  miles  around, 
that  it  would  point  a  finer  and  more  useful  sentiment  if  along  the  heights  and 
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vales  where  the  Union  soldiers  were  arrayed,  memorials  like  this  should  mark 
the  various  stations  of  that  proud  line  of  loyal  men,  and  no  reminder  anywhere 
should  speak  for  the  baffled  host,  which  was  shattered  here  in  assaulting  the 
Union — only  the  peaceful  fields  fading  out  to  the  dim  mountain  passes,  through 
which  the  broken  Confederate  army  had  long  ago  drifted  away  like  a  phantom, 
and  left  not  a  vestige  behind  it. 

And  I  hope  yet  to  see  on  the  battle-field  in  some  fitting  place,  some  dignified 
worthy  memorial  to  the  leader  of  the  Union  army  ;  the  glad  recognition  of  his 
services  in  the  Gettysburg  days  should  yield  some  token  of  remembrance  here, 
as  it  has  done  already  elsewhere.  Gettysburg  is  called  on  our  side  the  '  'soldier's 
battle,"  because  in  the  nature  of  things  it  was  mainly  a  defensive  fight,  where 
the  soldier's  determination  to  hold  his  ground  was  of  more  account  for  the  time 
than  the  most  skilful  manoeuvres  of  military  art.  But  this  does  not  by  any 
means  imply  that  it  was  a  battle  without  a  leader.  Providence  seems  to  have 
created  the  field  for  the  purpose,  and  to  have  brought  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
to  it  that  a  notable  victory  might  be  won.  But,  save  by  a  palpable  miracle, 
such  a  victory  as  Gettysburg  is  not  to  be  won  without  the  highest  leadership, 
and  no  true  soldier  thinks  that  it  could  be. 

Let  us  remember,  then,  in  dedicating  our  memorial  stone,  that  first  on  the 
Gettysburg  roll  of  honor  is  our  commanding  general — the  clear-minded,  firm- 
hearted  Meade,  who,  perceiving  here  an  opportunity  which  Heaven  had  given 
into  his  hands,  trusted  in  God  and  the  valor  of  the  troops,  and  staked  all  for 
himself,  his  army,  and  his  country  on  this  decisive  battle,  and  won  it. 

One  memory,  particularly  concerning  us,  should  beyond  all  question  be  per- 
petuated here.  Many  controversies  have  arisen  over  Gettysburg  ;  but  there  is 
none  as  to  the  priceless  services  and  sagacity  of  General  Buford.  The  President 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Commission  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  I  long 
ago  urged  some  concentrated  action  by  Buford's  command  on  this  field,  to  erect 
a  joint  memorial  to  him  and  to  their  own  organizations,  rather  than  to  dissipate 
in  disconnected  mementoes  the  record  of  fame  which  they  earned  with  him  in 
front  of  Gettysburg.  One  of  our  own  regiment,  writing  of  him  lately,  has  said 
what  we  all  feel  to  be  true  of  Buford,  though  none  of  us  might  so  happily  ex- 
press it.  "He  was  one  of  those, "  our  comrade  says,  ''who  served  faithfully 
through  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  early  days  of  the  war,  and  died  before  the 
glory  was  distributed."  Buford  himself,  the  very  essence  of  modesty,  winds 
up  his  story  of  the  first  day  thus  :  "A  hard  task  was  before  us  ;  we  were  equal 
to  it,  and  shall  all  remember  with  pride  that  at  Gettysburg  we  did  our  country 
much  service."  Never  was  prouder,  juster  claim  more  simply  and  becomingly 
expressed  ! 

On  this  field,  and  for  the  occasion  which  has  brought  us  together  here,  per- 
sonal matters  are  small.  But  one  who  is  allowed  to  speak  for  his  comrades 
under  such  conditions  should  be  able  to  justify  of  his  own  knowledge  what  he 
may  say  in  their  behalf.  When,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  with  fat  horses,  full  ranks, 
and  almost  gaudy  regimental  colors,  we  left  Camp  Meigs  in  the  pleasant  suburbs 
of  Philadelphia  for  the  seat  of  war  near  Washington,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  the 
first  adjutant  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  ;  and  nearly  four  years  later 
at  Appomattox  Court  House,  when  our  regiment  was  represented  by  a  few  war- 
worn veterans,  lean  horses,  and  tattered  colors  which  scarcely  flapped  in  the 
wind,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  the  adjutant-general  of  that  whole  magnificent 
cavalry  corps,  the  fame  of  whose  splendid  achievements  is  yet  ringing  through 
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the  world.  Therefore,  I  think  I  have  the  right  to  speak  for  the  Sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  with  which  as  second  lieutenant,  adjutant  and  captain  I  served 
almost  two  years,  and  for  the  cavalry  corps  as  well,  since  I  served  with  Stone- 
man,  Pleasonton  and  Sheridan,  from  its  organization  in  1863  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  having  been  assigned  to  staff  duty  vfithout  my  knowledge  or  choice,  for 
the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  good  enough  for  me. 

Nobody  can  respect  the  other  branches  of  the  service  more  than  I  do.  I  honor 
and  admire  beyond  words  the  kneeling  infantry  skirmisher,  keeping  up  his 
fire  across  the  deadly  "Devil's  Den,"  below  us — the  gallant  line  of  Hancock 
repulsing  Pickett's  charge — the  artillerists  standing  by  their  guns  on  the 
ridge,  giving  shot  for  shot  in  such  a  storm  of  hostile  fire  as  the  world  had  never 
seen,  or  dragging  their  pieces  over  rocks  and  boulders  to  the  summit  of  Little 
Round  Top,  to  resist  the  seemingly  resistless  rush  of  Longstreet's  first  advance 
towards  that  key-point  of  the  battle-field. 

But  in  what  I  say  now,  I  am  speaking  as  a  cavalryman  for  cavalrymen,  be- 
cause in  no  other  way  can  I  make  plain  what  I  think  to  be  our  true  relation 
to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

There  is  nothing  so  striking  in  the  history  of  the  cavalry  corps,  as  our  opera- 
tions in  the  last  campaign  against  Lee,  and  the  earlier  as  well  as  the  later 
operations  of  the  Gettysburg  campaign. 

Not  very  long  ago,  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  from  a  distinguished  French 
officer,  the  instructor  of  strategy  in  one  of  the  great  military  academies  of 
France,  a  letter  in  which  he  said  that  the  operations  of  Sheridan's  cavalry,  in 
the  last  campaign  against  Lee,  were  used  by  him  in  his  military  lectures  as  a 
model  for  the  best  handling  of  masses  of  cavalry  in  war,  and  I  think  that  the 
operations  of  our  cavalry  under  Pleasonton  in  the  Gettysburg  campaign  de- 
serve as  much  attention.  Splendidly  as  Sheridan  employed  it,  with  his  con- 
summate genius,  it  was  not  he  who  created  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  It  educated  and  took  care  of  itself,  until  Hooker  organized  it  into 
a  corps,  and  it  was  in  its  prime,  or  very  nearly  so,  in  the  Gettysburg  days, 
long  before  Sheridan  commanded  it. 

From  my  point  of  view,  the  field  of  Gettysburg  is  far  wider  than  that  which 
is  enclosed  in  the  beautiful  landscape  about  us,  though,  as  we  may  see  it  here, 
it  was  a  battle-field  vast  enough.  On  this  spot,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  a 
portion  of  our  own  regiment  came  into  the  fight,  and  at  the  same  hour,  or  a 
little  later,  while  Pickett  was  charging  up  ^Cemetery  Ridge — which  lies 
between  us  and  Gettysburg,  my  brother,  in  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
was  wounded  in  a  brilliant  cavalry  charge,  seven  miles  from  where  we  now 
stand,  at  Rummel's  farm  yonder  in  the  northeast,  where  Gregg  and  Custer 
checked  Stuart's  vain  attempt  to  gain  the  Baltimore  pike,  in  the  rear  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  larger  field  of  Gettysburg  which  I  have  in  mind  is 
the  great  territory  lying  between  the  battle-ground  and  the  fords  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock in  Virginia.  And  while  Gettysburg  is  generally  thought  of  as  a 
struggle  which  began  on  the  1st  and  ended  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  1863,  the 
fact  will  some  day  be  folly  recognized  that  it  had  its  beginning  many  miles 
from  here,  and  weeks  before  the  cannon  echoed  round  these  hills.  When  this 
fact  is  fully  appreciated,  only  then  it  will  be  understood  what  the  cavalry  did 
for  the  fight  at  Gettysburg. 

The  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  being  agreed  upon  in  the  Confederate  councils. 
General  Lee,  very  early  in  June,  1863,  began  to  move  his  infantry  and  artillery 
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from  the  old  Virginia  battle-fields  of  Chancellorsville  and  Fredericlcsbnrg  into 
the  Shenandoah  Valley,  by  -way  of  the  passes  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains, 
and  thence  straight  on  through  Winchester,  across  the  Potomac  river  into  the 
Cumberland  Valley,  -which  lies  beyond  the  same  mountain  range  ;  looming  up 
so  grandly  there  in  the  west.  To  mask  this  movement,  so  dangerous  to  the 
Union  army  and  to  the  North,  he  sent  his  cavalry  under  Stuart  to  cross  the 
Rappahannock  at  the  upper  fords,  outside  of  the  lines  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  -which  lay  under  Hooker,  some  twenty  miles  below  at  Falmouth,  op- 
posite to  Fredericksburg,  watching  Lee,  but  with  the  river  flowing  between. 
Hooker,  -who  was  a  better  general  at  some  times  than  he  was  at  others,  had 
penetrated  Lee's  main  design,  and  fearing  that  only  a  bubble  remained  in  front 
of  him,  determined  in  that  event  to  prick  it  and  learn  the  truth.  For  this 
purpose,  Pleasonton,  in  command  of  the  Union  Cavalry  Corps,  crossed  the  Rap- 
pahannock at  Kelly's  and. Beverly  Fords,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of 
June,  and  at  Beverly  Ford,  with  mutual  surprise,  his  troops  and  Stuart's  im- 
mediately encountered  each  other.  One  of  the  best  contested  cavalry  battles 
of  the  war  resulted  and  lasted  all  day,  bringing  sooner  or  later  the  whole  cav- 
alry force  on  both  sides  into  action.  Stuart  had  all  of  his  cavalry  and  we  had 
all  of  ours  ;  and  at  nightfall,  having  learned  withoutdoubt  that  Lee  had  really 
started  his  main  army  to  invade  the  North,  Pleasonton  withdrew  quite  un- 
molested from  the  field  and  awaited  Hooker's  further  orders  ;  Stuart's  com- 
mand being  badly  crippled,  and  unable  to  continue  the  mission  ou  which  he 
had  gaily  departed  the  day  before.  It  was  at  Beverly  Ford,  then,  that  Gettys- 
burg was  inaugurated  ;  tor  the  result  of  that  cavalry  battle  was  that  Stuart, 
directly  confronted  now  by  Pleasonton,  and  suffering  from  the  damage  which 
he  had  so  unexpectedly  incurred,  abandoned  his  projected  raid  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock, and  skirted  close  to  his  own  army  for  a  time — useless  to  Lee,  and 
harmless  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  happened  that  in  this  grand  fight 
of  Beverly  Ford,  so  fruitful,  as  I  shall  show,  of  success  to  our  cause  at  Gettys- 
burg, the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  played  a  leading  part,  and  thereby  met 
with  such  heavy  losses  of  both  ofBcers  and  men,  that  it  came  on  to  the  actual 
field  of  Gettysburg,  some  three  weeks  later,  with  sadly  thinned  ranks  ;  and 
even  this  remnant  of  its  former  strength  was  scattered  here,  by  the  necessities 
of  the  time,  to  various  spheres  of  duty.  On  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, on  the  day  after  Beverly  Ford,  General  Pleasonton,  on  whose  staff  I  was 
then  serving,  had  all  his  cavalry  out  for  a  review,  to  see  how  they  had  borne 
the  battle.  Our  regiment  was  a  portion  then  and  always  afterwards  of  the 
Reserve  Brigade  of  regular  cavalry,  in  the  division  of  the  gallant  Buford.  The 
regulars  were  the  First,  Second,  Fifth  and  Sixth,  and  what  was  left  of  our  regi- 
ment was  in  its  place  in  line.  In  riding  past  the  ranks  for  inspection,  the  two 
generals  halted  for  a  moment  in  front  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania,  and  Buford 
said  to  Pleasonton,  "  These  men  did  splendidly  yesterday ;  I  call  them  now 
the  Seventh  Regulars."  That  was  a  proud  and  happy  moment  for  all  of  you 
who  heard  it,  for  Buford  was  a  man  who,  as  Artemus  "Ward  said  of  "Washing- 
ton, never  "  slopped  over,"  and  a  compliment  from  him  was  sure  to  have  been 
deserved  ;  and  he  intended  this  as  a  compliment  of  the  highest  kind.  The  losses 
of  the  regiment  in  that  battle,  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  were,  of  men 
and  officers,  one  hundred  and  forty-seven.  Chief  of  these  in  point  of  rank  was 
Major  Robert  Morris,  who  was  in  command  ;  and  while  I  cannot  speak  by 
name  of  all  our  comrades  who  in  our  long  service  fell  by  the  way,  I  wish  to 
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pay  a  passing  tribute  to  his  memory.  He  had  lived  in  a  narrow  and  proud 
circle  at  home  ;  he  was  the  great  grandson  and  namesake  of  the  famous  Robert 
Morris  of  the  Eevolution,  and  had  a  fiery  temper  which  at  first  he  could  not 
curb  ;  but  he  was  a  bom  soldier,  and  after  a  little  learned  by  contact  that  other 
men  were  his  equals,  and  from  that  time  he  was  a  model  cavalry  officer.  Rid- 
ing across  the  fatal  field  beyond  Beverly  Ford,  young,  erect  and  graceful,  proud 
of  his  men  as  he  was  proud  himself,  there  was  no  more  gallant  figure  in  the 
army,  as  he  led  the  regiment,  and  the  regiment  led  the  brigade.  His  wounded 
horse  fell  on  him  in  that  treacherous  ground,  and  he  was  captured  :  then  Libby 
prison  broke  his  heart,  and  he  died  there.  I  speak  of  him,  not  merely  because 
he  was  an  officer,  and  not  to  single  him  out,  but  as  an  example  to  remind  you 
all  that  as  we  go  about  our  daily  avocations  and  live  in  the  present,  as  it  is  our 
duty  to  ourselves  and  others  to  do,  we  should  not  forget  those  noble  spirits,  of 
whatever  rank,  who  fell  and  could  not  have  the  happiness  to  know  that  their 
self-sacrifice  was  not  in  vain. 

After  Beverly  Ford,  as  Lee  pressed  through  the  Shenandoah  Valley  north- 
ward with  his  army.  Hooker  advanced  to  the  Potomac  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
over  the  old  Bull  Run  battle-field,  and  sent  Pleasonton  to  the  left  to  get  into 
Loudoun  Valley,  between  the  Bull  Run  mountains  and  the  Blue  Ridge,  to  see 
if  any  of  Lee's  army  remained  on  this  side  of  theTange.  At  Aldie,  a  gap  in 
the  Bull  Run  mountains,  some  twelve  miles  south  of  the  Potomac,  the  head  of 
Pleasonton's  column  ran  into  Stuart's  men  ;  a  savage  fight  ensued,  till  Stuart 
retired.  Pleasonton  soon  pushed  after  him  into  the  Loudoun  Valley,  and  in  a 
day  or  two  attacked  him  there  with  his  full  force,  driving  him  in  an  all  day 
fight  through  Upperville,  deep  into  Ashby's  Gap  in  the  Blue  Ridge,  by  which 
the  rear  of  Lee's  infantry  was  then  debouching  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
Hooker  in  the  meantime  crossed  the  Potomac  undisturbed,  and  advanced 
through  Maryland  to  Frederick  City,  where  General  Meade  relieved  him  of 
command.  Pleasonton  soon  followed  Hooker  to  Frederick  City,  but  meantime 
Stuart,  baffled  in  his  efforts  to  interfere  with  Hooker's  march,  had  made  a  wide 
detour  behind  Hooker's  army ;  crossing  the  Potomac  between  it  and  Washing- 
ton, and  hastening  northward  into  Pennsylvania  to  make  a  junction  there  with 
Lee.  The  full  efiecfcs  of  this  ill-advised  adventure  on  the  fortunes  of  Lee,  will 
some  day  be  notorious.  Lee  bitterly  bemoaned  it,  and  many  able  Southern 
writers  agree  that  it  was  the  cap-stone  of  all  his  mishaps,  leaving  him  to  grope 
blindly  to  his  fatal  and  unexpected  encounter  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac ;  for  the  cavalry  is  an  army's  eyes,  and  Lee's  were  lost  to  him  till  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  second  day.  Meantime,  heedless  of  Stuart,  and  protected  in 
front  and  flank  by  the  vigilance  of  Pleasonton's  cavalry,  our  army  pushed  on 
rapidly  to  find  Lee,  Meade  unfolding  his  troops  like  a  fan  before  him,  and 
keeping  them  always  between  the  enemy  and  the  great  cities  which  were 
threatened  by  Lee's  march.  On  the  left  front,  Buford,  leading,  surprised  the 
advance  of  Lee's  infantry  in  Gettysburg  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  and  drove 
them  out  toward  the  west,  beyond  Seminary  Ridge,  in  the  direction  from 
which  they  had  come.  Next  morning  they  returned  in  heavy  force,  came  on 
"booming"  as  Buford  said,  and  while  Reynolds,  leading  Meade's  infantry 
column,  hurried  to  Buford's  support,  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  fairly  be- 
gun. No  one  can  dispute  the  facts  which  I  have  stated,  and  no  one  acquainted 
with  them  can  deny  how  great  their  influence  was  on  the  events  which  were 
now  to  follow,     Therefore,  in  your  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  the  cavalry  corps 
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of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  claim  for  all  who  shared  in  the  hard-fought  and 
successful  battles  of  Beverly  Ford,  Aldie  or  Upperville,  and  in  the  minor 
cavalry  engagements  of  those  days,  that  the  glory  won  by  our  cavalrymen  on 
those  fields  belongs  to  them  as  Gettysburg  men,  and  should  be  so  accounted  to 
their  honor  on  this  battle-ground,  and  added  to  that  which  they  justly  deserve 
for  their  splendid  conduct  in  the  three  days'  fight. 

Let  me  give  you  an  illustration  to  enforce  this  claim.  I  was  late  iu  arriving 
on  the  field.  I  had  been  sent  by  Pleasonton  with  a  small  party  towards  York, 
far  off  there  in  the  northeast,  to  see  if  any  of  Lee's  army  was  thereabouts, 
and  it  was  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  when,  hurrying  toward  the  ridge 
where  the  fighting  was  very  heavy,  to  find  and  report  to  General  Pleasonton, 
if  I  could,  I  encountered  General  Sedgwick  just  leading  the  Sixth  Corps 
into  action.  There  never  was  a  better  commander  of  a  better  corps.  I  had 
served  at  his  headquarters  for  a  short  time,  and  knew  him,  and  stopped  to  say 
a  word  to  him ;  a  fine-looking  major  on  Meade's  staff  galloped  up  with  a  vivid 
expression  on  his  face  which  you  do  not  often  see  in  every-day  life,  and  ordered 
Sedgwick  to  hasten  forward ;  matters  were  evidently  serious  just  in  front. 
There  was  a  fearful  crash  of  musketry,  and  through  the  smoke  I  saw  some  men 
with  clubbed  muskets  in  their  hands.  It  was  just  the  time  when  Longstreet's 
famous  charge  of  the  second  day  had  reached  its  climax.  Sedgwick  turned  to 
his  leading  brigade  commander,  and  said,  "Hurry  up  there  ;  never  mind  form- 
ing your  brigade;  pitch  in  by  regiments ! "  and  nothing  could  be  finer  than 
the  way  they  did  it. 

This  is  probably  only  one  of  a  hundred  such  incidents  which  occurred  on  the 
field  after  the  battle  was  fairly  joined,  but  the  gallant  Sedgwick  and  his  noble 
corps  had  not  till  that  hour  heard  a  hostile  shot  since  Chancellorsville,  two 
months  before,  while  we,  who  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  cavalry  for  the 
last  three  weeks,  had  been  in  several  most  important  actions,  all  of  them  bear- 
ing directly  on  Gettysburg,  and  two  of  them  lasting  all  day  long ;  and  it  so 
happened  that  in  the  Gettysburg  campaign  not  only  the  cavalry  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  lost  far  more  men  than  the  Sixth  Corps  did,  but  the  casualties 
of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  iu  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  were 
larger  than  those  of  the  whole  Sixth  Corps  in  this  same  interval,  the  battle  in- 
cluded. Kot  only  so,  but  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  had  nearly  as  many 
casualties  in  the  campaign  as  fell  to  the  lot  of  Hunt's  famous  Reserve  Artillery, 
which  made  yonder  heights  an  amphitheatre  of  fire,  and  had  more  than  befel 
the  whole  of  Crawford's  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  though  as  I  see  by  the 
map,  there  is  a  lot  here  called  the  Crawford  land,  which  seems  to  be  held  in 
memory  of  their  renown.  The  losses  of  the  cavalry  corps  on  the  actual  field 
of  Gettysburg  were  849.  The  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  much  larger  than  the 
cavalry  corps,  and  noted  for  its  share  in  the  battle,  lost  1,081.  These  figures 
do  not  mean  much,  and  the  percentage  of  loss  sometimes  bears  but  little  rela^ 
tion  to  the  value  of  services  rendered.  The  Sixth  Corps  at  Gettysburg  lost  242 
men.  Sedgwick  made  a  famous  march  to  get  here,  but  he  came  late  on  the 
second  day,  and  his  mere  presence,  as  he  swept  on  to  the  field,  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  front.  Afterwards,  he  was  not  seriously  attacked.  The  First  Corps 
lost  over  6,000  men.  The  Second  and  Third  over  4,000  each  ;  Meade's  total 
loss  was  23,000  on  this  field.  Great  campaigns  and  great  battles  are  charged 
with  electricity,  and  just  where  the  loss  will  fall  depends  on  where  the  light- 
ning strikes ;  but  I  was  speaking  of  Gettysburg  men,  and  I  wanted  to  show 
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that  our  regiment  and  the  cavalry  corps  are  members,  in  good  standing,  of  that 
distinguished  company. 

Let  me  give  you  another  illustration. 

On  the  Gettysburg  battle-field,  Merritt,  Custer  and  Famsworth  were  briga- 
dier-generals of  cavalry,  and  commanded  brigades  here.  At  Beverly  Ford  the 
highest  rank  they  had  betvfeen  them  was  captain.  It  was  there,  and  after- 
wards, as  we  fought  our  way  towards  Gettysburg,  that  their  brilliant  abilities 
procured  for  them  their  deserved  promotion.  Poor  Famsworth  fell  in  the  low 
ground  at  the  base  of  Bound  Top,  on  a  spot  which  is  almost  within  sound  of 
my  voice ;  you  well  know  the  longer  and  splendid  record  of  the  other  two. 
The  claim  which  I  make  for  them,  for  you  and  for  all  our  cavalry  corps  as 
Gettysburg  men,  is  one  which  will  in  good  time  be  recognized  by  all  who  pon- 
der on  this  famous  battle-field  and  strive  to  appreciate  the  share  which  fairly 
belongs  to  every  organization  and  arm  eventually  to  be  represented  in  lasting 
memorials  here. 

Two  officers  of  our  regiment.  Captain  Cadwalader  and  Lieutenant  Meade, 
were  permanently  attached  to  the  staff  of  the  commanding  general ;  I  company 
under  Captain  Starr,  and  E  company  under  Captain  Carpenter,  had  also  the 
honor  to  be  on  duty  at  Meade's  headquarters  as  escort  to  the  general.  Both 
these  officers  volunteered  to  act  as  his  aides  during  the  three  days  of  battle, 
and  rendered  important  and  valuable  services  which  the  general  acknowledged 
afterwards  in  many  gratifying  ways ;  and  General  Meade's  good-will  was  a 
distinction  to  be  proud  of.  The  men  on  duty  with  them  did  hard  and  excel- 
lent work,  for  there  is  not  in  a  great  army  any  more  arduous  post  than  to  be  a 
cavalryman  at  the  headquarters  of  the  chief.  There  is  some  escort  duty,  but 
ihis  is  play  when  compared  with  the  orderly  duty,  the  hard  night  rides,  the 
bushwhackers  in  the  enemy's  country,  the  important  dispatches  to  be  carried,, 
often  into  the  thick  of  the  fight.  I  have  known  lots  of  cavalry  orderlies,  each 
of  whom  was  worth  a  dozen  of  some  kinds  of  staff  officers  who  were  wander- 
ing about,  and  they  often  saw  as  much  of  a  battle  as  any  man  in  it. 

On  the  third  day  at  Gettysburg,  till  afternoon,  there  was  not  much  going  on 
of  special  interest  to  our  own  headquarters,  and  when  General  Pleasonton  went 
off  to  see  General  Meade  some  time  during  the  morning,  he  considerately  left 
some  of  us  staff  officers  behind  to  get  a  little  rest,  for  we  had  been  riding  all 
over  the  country,  day  and  night,  and  were  completely  tired  out.  ■  I  hear  a  man 
sometimes  say  now  that  he  is  used  up,  and  I  look  at  him  and  pity  his  igno- 
rance of  his  condition,  unless  I  know  that  he  has  been  on  the  Stoneman  raid 
or  hustled  around  on  horseback  in  the  Gettysburg  campaign. 

About  1  o'clock  I  was  sleeping  in  the  hay-mow  of  our  headquarters  bani 
when  an  orderly  aroused  me  and  said  General  Pleasonton  was  with  General 
Meade  and  wanted  two  staff  officers  at  once :  I  was  to  be  one  of  them,  and 
bring  somebody  else  along.  So  I  shook  up  Captain  Walker  of  thfe  Fifth 
Regulars,  who  was  close  beside  me,  and  we  mounted  and  made  for  the  front. 
AVe  jogged  gently  along  till  we  struck  the  Taneytown  road,  and  then  turned 
to  the  right  for  Meade's  headquarters,  which  were  about  a  mile  up  the  road, 
near  the  cemetery.  Just  at  that  instant  the  boom  of  two  signal  guns  disturbed 
the  prevading  quiet,  and  in  an  other  instant  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  most 
fearful  concentrated  artillery  fire  that  gunpowder  has  ever  produced.  "We 
were  in  for  it !  The  road  was  filled  with  caissons,  ammunition  wagons  and  guns 
rumbling  along  in  both  directions,  and  suddenly  they  were  in  conplete  block- 
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ude,  as  horse  after  horse  fell  dead  or  wounded  in  his  traces.  We  drew  to  the 
right  in  the  open  fields  and  galloped  on  over  the  ditches  and  low  stone  walls 
that  we  met  with  ;  as  I  rose  to  one  of  these  my  hat  blew  off  and  I  tried  to  stop 
for  it,  but  already  a  score  of  wounded  men  from  the  road  were  lying  beside  the 
wall.  My  noble,  high-strung  horse  plunged  frantically  when  I  checked  him, 
and  they  begged  me  for  God's  sake  not  to  trample  ou  them,  so  I  dashed  on 
again  through  the  clatter  and  roar  and  flying  leaves  and  tree  limbs,  and  in  a 
moment,  bareheaded  but  safe,  was  at  Meade's  headquarters.  The  General  and 
all  his  staff  were  just  emerging  from  the  little  house  where  they  had  impru- 
dently established  themselves,  close  behind  our  line  of  battle  and  at  the  very 
center  of  the  enemy's  concentric  fire.  I  reported  to  General  Pleasonton,  but 
in  the  awful  crash  from  the  batteries  near  by,  and  from  bursting  shells  and 
exploding  caissons  I  could  scarcely  hear  what  the  General  said  as  he  stouted 
to  me  to  hurry  to  some  place  of  shelter.  In  the  yard  of  the  house  a  dozen  men 
and  horses  lay  dead  and  wounded,  and  every  moment  ii  shell  would  tear  up 
■the  ground  or  smash  through  the  wall  by  the  roadside.  The  little  farm-house 
and  all  about  i  b  were  threatened  with  immediate  destruction,  while  the  earth 
trembled  in  this  world-famous  cannonade.  Two  companies  of  our  regiment,  as 
I  have  said,  were  at  army  headquarters  and  went  bravely  through  this  fierce 
ordeal. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  remainder  of  our  regiment,  with  the  Reserve 
Brigade  under  Merritt  to  which  we  belonged,  returning  from  detached  service 
in  the  rear  of  the  army,  had  reached  Emmitsburg,  which  is  some  five  miles 
south  of  us  by  the  road  we  are  on.  About  noon  Merritt  began  his  march  up 
this  Emmitsburg  road  towards  the  enemy's  right  flank,  but  before  he  pulled 
out  from  Emmitsburg  one  of  those  things  happened  which  may  make  war 
lively  for  a  cavalry  man. 

Ulric  Dahlgren,  a  dashing  and  intrepid  ofiicer,  who  afterwards  lost  his  life 
under  sad  circumstances  in  a  hazardous  raid  near  Richmond,  and  should  be 
kindly  remembered  for  his  gallant  spirit,  though  we  may  not  approve  his  some- 
what desperate  enterprise,  had  been  lately  roving  around  on  a  private  raid, 
and  somewhere  behind  the  enemy's  lines,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  had  cap- 
tured a  rebel  courier  with  important  dispatches.  He  immediately  hastened  to 
Meade,  reaching  him  that  evening,  and  at  his  earnest  solicitation  the  com- 
manding general  gave  him  an  order  on  Merritt  for  some  officers  and  one  hun- 
dred picked  cavalry,  with  whom  to  renew  his  raiding  along  the  line  of  the 
enemy's  communications  over  there  in  the  Cumberland  Valley  ;  and  with  this 
order  in  hand  Dahlgren  found  Merritt  at  Emmitsburg  preparing  to  move  for- 
ward. Merritt  gave  him  (pretty  reluctantly,  I  guess)  one  hundred  men  from 
our  own  regiment,  with  Captain  Treichel  of  A  company,  in  command,  and 
Lieutenant  Morrow,  Whiteford,  White  and  Herkness,  and  soon  this  fine  de- 
tachment from  ours,  bearing  away  to  the  left  and  crossing  the  Blue  Ridge  at 
Monterey  Pass,  was  thrashing  around  in  the  enemy's  rear,  on  the  wrong  side 
of  the  mountains  for  safety  or  comfort,  or  for  any  reasonable  hope  of  accomplish- 
ing with  such  a  small  party,  anything  to  compensate  for  the  risk  they  ran. 
But  Dahlgren,  little  given  to  count  the  cost,  and  not  responsible  for  the  de- 
tachment, pressed  gaily  on,  while  I  have  understood  that  Treichel,  with  his 
excellent  judgment  and  care  for  his  command,  wished  them  on  any  errand  but 
one  like  that.  Near  Greencastle,  after  various  adventures,  they  came  upon  a 
section  of   the  enemy's  supply-train,  amply  guarded  by  infantry  and  able  to 
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take  care  of  itself ;  but  Dahlgren  ordered  a  charge,  to  wliich  the  party  re- 
sponded with  all  their  might,  and  in  a  moment  they  were  in  the  midst  of  the 
wagons  banging  away  and  trying  to  capture  the  train  ;  but  the  infantry  and 
cavalry  escort  was  entirely  too  strong  for  them  and  they  were  soon  obliged  to 
beat  a  retreat,  and  iinally  to  scatter  to  avoid  the  enemy's  close  pursuit.  Lieu- 
tenant Herkness  of  our  regiment  was  severely  wounded  and  captured,  with 
ten  or  more  of  the  men,  and  the  whole  command  was  badly  cut  up,  while  be- 
fore Treichel  could  get  the  remnant  together  again  the  country  about  them  was 
swarming  with  rebels  retreating  now  from  their  bitter  defeat  at   Gettysburg. 

I  have  heard  droll  stories  of  how  and  where  Treichel  and  his  party  hid 
themselves  away  till  the  danger  of  capture  was  past,  but  their  adventures 
were  not  in  the  least  amusing  to  them  at  the  time,  as  one  by  one  or  in  little 
groups  they  came  out  from  their  hiding-places  and,  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  made 
their  way  back  across  the  mountains  to  rejoin  the  victorious  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
I  am  sure  you  will  all  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  they  had  done  their  full 
share  according  to  their  opportunity,  and  were  Gettysburg  men  in  any  sense 
that  any  man  was  who,  sharing  in  the  campaign  with  gallantry  and  zeal,  went 
where  he  was  ordered,  and  did  his  duty,  and  took  the  oansequences. 

The  best  account  that  I  have  seen  of  the  conditions  existing  on  the  Confed- 
erate side  at  the  point  where  the  remna-nt  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
came  into  the  fight  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  as  Merritt,  with  our  regiment 
in  advance,  pushed  up  this  Emmitsburg  road,  has  been  given  in  the  Century 
Magazine  by  the  Confederate  General  I^aw,  who  commanded  Hood's  Division 
of  Longstreet's  Corps,  and,  holding  the  extreme  right  of  Lee's  army,  was  re- 
sponsible for  its  protection.  He  writes  like  a  good  soldier  and  a  reasonable 
man,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  refer  to  his  narrative  and  quote  it  with  confidence. 
The  purpose  with  which  he  wrote  was  to  show,  as  well  as  he  could,  that  on 
the  outskirt  of  the  battle  of  the  3d,  at  the  point  where  he  commanded,  there 
was,  as  he  says,  at  least  one  little  silver  lining  in  the  cloud  that  hung  .so 
darkly  over  the  field  of  Gettysburg  after  the  disastrous  charge  of  Pickett,  but 
he  shows,  unconsciously,  a  good  deal  more  that  is  foreign  to  what  he  had  es- 
pecially in  mind,  though  it  is  exactly  in  line  with  what  I  wish  to  demon- 
strate; and  if  you  will  kindly  give  me  your  close  attention  now  I  will  try  to  make 
it  all  clear.  It  is  easy  to  make  it  as  plain  as  day,  but  like  many  other  es- 
sential matters  connected  with  Gettysburg  it  has  been  lost  sight  of  in  con- 
troversies about  Sickles'  Corps  and  in  cycloramas  of  Pickett's  charge.  The 
day  before,  in  Longstreet's  famous  and  almost  successful  rush  for  Little  Round 
Top,  Law  had  charged  with  his  own  division  (Longstreet's  right)  across  the 
Devil's  Den  and  part  way  up  the  rocky  side  of  Big  Round  Top,  and  the  line  which 
he  held  that  night  he  still  maintained-  on  the  3d,  no  troops  of  ours  as  yet  dis- 
turbing him  at  the  base  of  Big  Round  Top,  or  from  the  direction  of  Emmits- 
burg. Early  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  cannonade  opened  which  preceded 
Pickett's  charge,  while  Law  was  looking  up  the  valley  towards  Gettysburg, 
watching,  as  he  says,  the  grand  artillery  duel,  where  the  hills  on  either  side 
were  capped  with  flame  and  smoke,  as  three  hundred  guns,  about  equally  di- 
vided between  two  ridges,  vomited  their  iron  hail  at  each  other,  he  was 
threatened  with  a  danger  on  his  right.  This  was  the  appearance  of  Kil- 
patrick's  Cavalry  which  moved  up  on  that  flank  and  commenced  massing  in 
the  body  of  timber  which  extended  from  the  base  of  Big  Round  Top  westward, 
toward  Kerns'  house  on  the  Emmitsburg  road,  just  in  front  of  us.     I  am 
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quoting  General  Law  almost  word  for  word,  but  trying  at  the  same  time,  to 
put  into  consecutive  order  liis  somewhat  disjointed  narrative.  During  the 
previous  night,  he  says,  or  rather  early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  two  of  his 
batteries  were  sent  to  General  Alexander,  commanding  tlie  Confederate  ac- 
tillery  in  the  center,  to  assist  in  the  cannonade  of  the  Federal  position  south 
of  Cemetery  Hill,  preparatory  to  Pickett's  assault.  Some  hours  later,  about 
8  a.m.,  General  Longstreet  came  over  to  Law's  position  ou  the  right,  and  in- 
structed him  to  be  ready  to  attack  on  his  iront.  Please  mark  this  well  ;  it  is 
very  important.  Law  does  not  state  it  for  this  purpose  at  all,  but  it  clearly 
shows  that  Pickett's  proposed  assault  was  known  to  him  long  beforehand,  and 
that  Longstreet  hoped  to  co-operate  with  it  by  moving  Law  iorward  on  Pick- 
ett's light ;  but  before  Pickett  had  started  the  Union  cavalry,  as  we  have 
seen,  threatened  Law  at- the  most  sensitive  point.  As  Kilpatrick  moved 
around  the  ba.sc  of  Big  Round  Top,  Law  opened  on  him  with  artillery  from 
his  own  extreme  right,  and  detaching  the  First  Texas  Infantry  from  his  main 
line,  rushed  it  down  to  the  fields  midway  between  Big  Round  Top  and  this 
Emmitsburg  road  which  we  are  on,  leaving  a  skirmish  line  between  this  regi- 
ment and  the  right  of  his  main  line  on  Round  Top,  where  his  artillery  was  at 
■work.  The  Ninth  Regiment  of  Georgia  Infantry  was  already  at  Kerns'  house, 
to  look  after  the  Emmitsburg  road,  but  Law  re-inforced  it  with  the  Seventh, 
Eighth,  Eleventh  and  Fifty-ninth  Georgia,  of  the  same  brigade,  and  at  the 
same  time  Colonel  Black,  First  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  reported  to  Law  with 
about  one  hundred  odds  and  ends  of  mounted  men  and  three  guns  of  Hart's 
Horse  Artillery.  These  men  and  the  battery  were  added  to  the  force  at  Kerns' 
house,  and  it  is  risking  little  to  say  that  on  the  whole  Confederate  line  at 
Gettysburg  there  was  hardly  a  point  so  well  guarded  by  the  enemy  as  this 
when  Merritt's  little  cavalry  toigade,  lacking  one  whole  regiment — the  Sixth 
Regulars — and  the  others  reduced  by  detachments,  and  the  fighting  and  march- 
ing of  the  last  three  weeks,  came  up  this  way  from  Emmitsburg,  and  striking 
Law's  infantry  skirmishers  a  mile  or  so  from  here,  dismounted  and  drove 
them,  the  carbines  and  rifles  rattling  on  both  sides  of  the  pike,  till  the 
enemy's  line  was  met  across  the  road  here  at  Kerns'  house.  It  had  that  confi- 
dent look  of  being  there  to  stay,  which  soldiers  appreciate,  and  either  Merritt 
■called  a  halt,  or  Law  brought  him  to  a  stand,  just  as  you  may  happen  to  tancy 
the  report  of  one  or  the  other.  I  was  not  on  this  part  of  the  field  myself,  and  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  to  get  the  particulars  from  those  who  were  present, 
hut  it  makes  little  difference  whose  version  is  accepted  in  a  matter  oi  this  kind. 
A  brigade  of  inlantry  backed  by  an  army  in  position,  will  stop,  if  it  wishes 
to,  a  brigade  of  cavalry  outside  of  the  lines  of  its  own  army,  devoid  of  sup- 
port, and  simply  moving  against  the  enemy's  fiank  ;  and  neither  Merritt,  nor 
the  men  under  him,  had  the  least  idea  of  breaking  through  Lee's  right,  alone 
and  unsupported. 

Kilpatrick,  with  only  Farnsworth's  Brigade  of  his  division  (Custer's  Brigade 
was  far  away  at  Rummel's  farm  with  Gregg),  ignorant  of  Merritt,  probably,  as 
Merritt  was  of  him,  had  meantime  pushed  forward  through  the  woods  and  now 
appeared  in  front  of  the  First  Texas  Regiment  of  infantry,  which  Law,  as  I 
have  said,  had  placed  in  the  open  between  Big  Round  Top  and  this  Emmitsburg 
load.  What  happened  there  has  no  direct  relation  to  our  own  regiment  nor 
to  Merritt's  commanding,  but  as  it  was  one  of  the  most  striking  episodes  of 
this  grand  battle,  so  full  of  great  deeds  of  war,  T  will  let  Gener.il  Law  tell  of 
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it  in  his  own  words,  if  only  to  illustrate  once  more  the  soldierly  spirit  of  our 
cavalry,  and  how  from  first  to  last  it  gave  unsparing  aid  to  the  army  which 
triumphed  at  Gettysburg. 

1  had  Just  returned,  says  General  Law,  to  the  position  occupied  by  our  artillery,  which 
was  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  main  and  flanking  lines,  when  Farnsworth's  Cavalry 
Brigade  charged  the  line  held  by  the  First  Texas  Kegiment.  It  was  impossible  to  use 
our  artillery  to  any  advantage  owing  to  the  "close  quarters  "of  the  attacking. cav- 
alry with  our  own  men— the  leading  squadrons  forcing  their  horses  up  to  the  very  muz- 
zles of  the  rifles  of  our  infantry.  That  portion  of  the  cavalry  which  covered  the  front 
o£  the  First  Texas  Kegiment  was  handsomely  repulsed;  but  the  First  Vermont  Begiment, 
forming  the  Federal  right  wing,  overlapped  the  First  Texas  on  its  left,  and,  striking 
the  skirmish  line  only,  rode  through  it  into  the  open  valley  in  rear  of  our  main  line  on 
the  spurs  of  Bound  Top.  When  I  first  became  satisfied,  through  information  from  the 
Texas  skirmishers,  that  Farnsworth's  Brigade  was  massing  in  their  front,  the  Ninth 
Georgia  Begiment  was  ordered  from  Kerns'  house  to  the  lupport  of  the  batteries,  the 
former  position  being  now  safe,  as  the  other  four  regiments  of  Anderson's  Brigade  were 
concentrated  near  that  point.  Hearing  the  firing  and  knowing  its  cause,  the  Ninth 
Georgia  came  up  on  a  run,  just  as  the  First  Vermont  Cavalry  rode  through  our  skir- 
mish line,  led  by  General  Farnsworth  in  person.  Instead  of  moving  directly  upon  our 
batteries,  the  cavalry  directed  its  course  up  the  valley  towards  Gettysburg,  passing 
between  the  position  of  our  artillery  and  our  main  line.  Watching  the  direction  they 
had  taken,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Wade,  of  my  staff,  rapidly  across  the  valley  in  advance  of 
them,  with  orders  to  detach  the  first  regiment  he  should  come  to,  on  the  main  line, 
and  send  it  down  on  a  run  to  "  head  them  off  "  in  that  direction.  He  was  also  ordered 
to  follow  the  line  to  the  extreme  right  and  direct  Colonel  Gates  (Fifteenth  Alabama)  to 
strengthen  his  flanking  skirmish  line  and  to  close  up  the  gap  on  the  left  of  the  First 
Texas  where  the  cavalry  had  broken  in.  Farnsworth  and  his  cavalry,  in  the  mean 
time,  were  riding  In  gallant  style,  with  drawn  sabers  and  unopposed,  up  the  valley.  As 
they  approached  Slyder's  house,  and  as  I  stood  Intently  watching  them,  I  saw  a  ragged 
Confederate  battle-flag  fluttering  among  the  trees  at  the  foot  of  the  opposite  ridge,  and 
the  men  with  it  soon  after  appeared,  runnmg  out  into  the  open  ground  on  the  further 
side  of  the  valley.  It  was  the  Fourtli  Alabama  Begiment,  Law's  Brigade,  which  had 
been  taken  from  the  main  line  and  sent  down  by  Lieutenant  Wade.  The  men  opened 
fire  as  they  ran.  The  course  of  the  cavalry  was  abruptly  checked  and  saddles  were 
rapidly  emptied.  Eecoiling  from  this  flre,  they  turned  to  their  left  and  rear,  and  di- 
rected their  course  up  the  hill  towards  the  position  occupied  by  our  batteries.  Bacli- 
man's  Battery  promptly  changed  front  to  its  left,  so  as  to  face  the  approaching  cavalry, 
and,  together  with  its  infantry  supports,  opened  a  withering  flre  at  close  range.  Turn- 
ing again  to  their  left,  Farnsworth,  and  the  few  of  his  men  who  remained  in  their  sad- 
dles, directed  their  course  towards  the  point  where  they  had  originally  broken  in,  hav- 
ing described  by  this  time  almost  a  complete  circle.  But  the  gap  where  they  had  en- 
tered was  now  closed,  and  receiving  another  flre  from  that  point,  they  again  turned  to 
the  left  and  took  refuge  in  the  woods  near  the  base  of  Bound  Top.  When  the  last  turn 
to  the  left  was  made,  about  half  a  dozen  of  their  number  separated  from  the  main  body 
and  escaped  by  "  running  the  gauntlet "  to  the  right  of  the  First  Texas  Begiment. 

While  these  movements  were  in  progress  I  could  plainly  distinguish  General  Farns- 
worth, who  led  the  charge,  and  whom  I  then  supposed  to  be  Kilpatrick.  He  wore  a 
linen  ha  velock  over  his  military  cap,  and  was  evidently  wounded  at  the  time  he  entered 
the  woods.  Here,  with  his  little  handful  of  gallant  followers,  he  rode  upon  the  skir- 
mish line  of  the  Fifteenth  Alabama  Begiment,  and,  pistol  in  hand,  called  upon  Lieuten- 
ant Adrian,  who  commanded  the  line,  to  surrender.  The  skirmishers  in  return  fired 
upon  him,  killing  his  horse  and  wounding  General  Farnsworth  in  several  places. 

As  he  fell  to  the  ground,  Adrian  approached  htm  and  demanded  his  surrender.  He 
curtly  refused  to  surrender,  at  the  same  time  killing  himself  with  the  pistol  which  he 
still  held  in  his  hand.  During  the  afternoon  the  pickets  of  the  First  Texas  Kegiment 
had  been  so  near  the  point  where  the  Federal  cavalry  were  preparing  for  the  attack  as 
to  hear  their  voices  distinctlj'  when  raised  at  all  above  the  ordinary  tone.  Just  before 
the  charge  was  made  they  heard  some  one  say,  in  an  excited,  angry  tone,  "  Colonel,  if 
you  are  afraid  to  attack,  by  God,  I  will  lead  the  charge  myself."  I  afterwards  learned 
that  the  speaker  was  General  Kilpatrick,  and  that  the  words  were  addressed  to  General 
Farnsworth,  who  was  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  the  movement,  and  would  not  have 
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made  it  if  tlie  matter  had  been  left  to  his  own  Judgment.  However  this  may  have  been, 
he  certainly  bore  himself  with  the  most  conspicuous  gallantry  throughout  that  fatal 
charge. 

The  only  comment  which  I  venture  to  make  on  such  a  strange  dramatic 
scene,  is  this  :  that  if  Kilpatrick  really  dared  Farnaworth  to  charge,  it  was  u, 
crime  ;  for  there  was  not  in  either  army  at  Gettysburg  a  more  gallant  soldier 
than  Farnsworth,  and  though  the  story  has  been  told  before,  I  hope  it  is  not 
true,  that  he  rode  to  his  death  with  that  contemptible  taunt  goading  him  to  a 
cruel  fate.  Here,  where  we  stand,  the  remnant  of  our  regiment,  with  Major 
Hazeltine  in  command,  was  on  Merritt's  front  line,  astride  the  Emmitsburg 
pike,  with  Captain  AV.  "W.  Frazier  commanding  on  the  right  and  Captain  J. 
Hinckley  Clark  commanding  on  the  left.  The  regulars  were  on  their  right 
and  left  flank,  with  some  behind  them  in  reserve,  and  Graham's  Battery 
of  horse  artillery  was  somewhere  on  the  line.  Just  iu  front  of  Frazier, 
here  at  Kerns'  house,  some  of  Law's  infantry  had  taken  possession  of  the  win- 
dows and  outbuildings,  and  their  fire  was  very  annoying.  Graham  fired  a  shot 
or  two  into  the  house,  and  then  it  ceased  from  troubling.  The  official  records 
of  Merritt's  Brigade  show  that  the  loss  o£  our  regiment  on  this  line  was  three 
killed  and  seven  wounded.  In  efiect,  the  operations  of  Merritt's  Brigade  just 
at  this  point  were  not,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  could  not  be,  of  a  very  ag- 
gressive character.  No  one  familiar  with  the  circumstances  can  fail  to  see  that 
he  had  far  too  little  force  to  do  anything  but  create  a  diversion  on  this  flank  of 
Lee's  army  which  was  strongly  and  cautiously  held.  The  whole  point  of  the 
operations  of  the  Union  cavalry  on  this  ground  has,  as  I  have  said  before,  been 
almost  entirely  missed  by  commentators  on  Gettysburg,  but  nevertheless  it  re- 
mains true  that  at  no  part  of  the  whole  field  of  battle  was  a  small  force  of  either 
side  used  more  effectively  on  the  other,  without  corresponding  loss  of  lite. 

I  have  shown  you  that  early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  Longstreet  came  over 
here  and  ordered  Law  to  be  ready  to  attack  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  in  his  front,  as  a  supporting  movement  to  Pickett's  charge,  which  was 
to  occur  on  Law's  immediate  left.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  when 
Pickett  was  charging,  and  especially  after  his  charge  had  failed,  there  never 
was  perhaps  a  command  on  any  battle-field  which  needed  support  so  badly  as 
Pickett  did,  and  yet  mainly  on  account,  as  it  may  be  fairly  assumed,  of  the 
threatening  operations  of  the  Union  cavalry  on  this  flank,  Law's  Division  on 
Pickett's  right  did  not  move  a  single  man  from  the  line  of  battle  taken  up  the 
day  before,  except  those  troops  which  were  sent  to  oppose  the  menacing  Union 
cavalry. 

The  dense  fog  that  shrouded  the  valley  of  the  Rappahannock  when  we  crossed 
at  Beverly  Ford  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  ot  June  seems  now  like  a  veil  set 
there  that  we  should  not  guess  the  consequences  of  the  first  step  iu  the  Gettys- 
burg campaign  ;  and  the  rain  which  drenched  this  battle-field  on  the  evening 
of  July  3,  seems  now  to  have  been  sent  by  Providence  to  wash  away  the  stains 
of  the  long  and  bloody  encounter  which  was  finally  brought  about  at  Gettys- 
burg. In  that  three  weeks'  interval  of  hard  cavalry  service,  all  of  it  bearing 
directly  on  Gettysburg,  this  regiment  took  a  most  honorable  part.  Therefore, 
standing  here,  and  picturing  with  swift  recollection  what  I  have  described  ol 
our  regiment's  portion  in  this  glorious  campaign  and  battle,  we  may  all  join 
in  the  well-founded  claim  that  we  belong  in  the  front  rank  of  Gettysburg  men  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  higher  honor. 

Colonel  Bachelder  :— In   tendering   this  memorial   stone,  designed   by  Cap- 
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tain  Frank  Furness,  one  of  our  o-wn  number,  to  the  care  and  keeping  of  the 
Gettysburg  Battle-field  Association,  I  wish  to  say,  as  the  representative  on 
this  occasion  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  that  the  regiment  had 
the  happy  fortune  to  be  well-oflicered  and  well-manned,  and  that  it  was  a 
regiment  of  harmony  and  good  will ;  that  it  was  one  in  which  merit  and 
bravery  received  encouragement,  as  is  shown  by  the  large  number  of  promo- 
tions from  the  ranks  ;  that  its  record  fulfilled  the  full  term  of  the  war,  and  is 
in  every  part  an  honor  to  the  State  ;  and  speaking  now  with  one  voice  for  the 
survivors  and  for  those  who  are  no  longer  with  us  to  be  heard,  we  think  that 
in  the  Gettysburg  campaign  we  worthily  earned  this  cherished  memorial  of 
our  services,  and  deserve  that  it  shall  receive  your  watchful  care  and  protec- 
tion, to  which  we  now  commend  it, 
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September  i,  1890 
ADDRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  EDWIN  GILES 

AS  we  look  back  nearly  thirty  years  our  memory  gives  back  to  mind's 
eye  a  vision  of  the  beardless  boy,  Ijlithe,  brave  and  patriotic,  the  boy 
soldier  of  1861-1865  ;  the  soldier  who  gave  to  this  great  republic  a 
new  lease  ;  to  his  country  a  greater  glory  and  to  her  banner  more 
stars.  To  commemorate  the  fidelity  and  heroism  of  these  men,  to  teach  to  our 
children  and  their  children  in  the  ages  to  come,  to  emulate  them  in  future 
generations,  when  republics  shall  dominate  the  earth,  to  dedicate  and  hand 
down  to  the  great  future  this  beautiful  monument,  and  to  commemorate  in 
enduring  stone,  the  bravery  of  our  soldiers,  the  patriotism  of  our  people  and 
the  endurance  of  the  republic,  ai'e  we  assembled  here  to-day. 

Upon  you  the  then  beardless  boys,  bitten  by  the  frosts  of  thirty  years,  worn 
and  crippled  by  the  endurance  of  four  years  suffering  of  a  bitter  war,  on  field 
and  in  camp,  time  has  left  its  imprint  and  soon  there  will  be  none  left  to  re- 
count the  history  of  our  old  organization,  and  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry will  have  been  a  thing  of  the  past.  I  have  been  requested  to  give  a  brief 
historical  sketch  of  the  regiment.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  am  unequal  to 
the  occasion,  the  interim  between  those  years  of  carnage  and  this  day  of  pleas- 
ure has  affected  the  memory  as  it  has  the  form  ;  both  have  become  decrepit. 
The  history  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  has  never  been  written,  and 
I  much  fear  it  never  will  be.  Those  that  have  reason  to  know,  claim  that  the 
records  are  very  incomplete  and  a  history  could  not  be  completed  without  the 
aid  of  the  memory  of  the  living,  and  as  the  living  are  fast  answering  the  last  roll 
call,  day  by  day,  the  possibility  of  a  history  is  growing  more  remote.  A  history 
covering  four  years  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  eugagments,  the  impor- 
tant incidents  connected  with  each,  the  tedious  marches,  the  uncounted 
scouts,  the  unnumbered  raids,  the  killed,  the  wounded,  the  missing  ;  to  do  all 
justice  would  take  volumes  to  recite.     To  alone  recount  the  incidents  of  the 
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skirmish,  the  Mtion,  the  engagement  and  the  battle,  could  not  be  contained 
between  the  paper  covers  of  a  pamphlet.  Who  will  undertake  the  task?  Let 
us  hope  there  yet  remains  one  who  has  a  little  of  the  old  time  courage  left  and 
the  temerity  to  apply  it.  But  were  I  possessed  of  every  detail,  of  every  march 
and  engagement,  scout,  and  raid  of  the  regiment  and  its  detachments,  time  ou 
this  occasion  would  permit  of  only  a  casual  glance  and  a  simple  naming  of  a 
few  of  these  details,  and  that  without  any  elaboration  whatever. 

The  history  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  commences  in  a  little 
frame  building  on  Sixth  street  below  Arch,  Philadelphia,  where  it  received  its 
first  recruit  and  its  title  of  "Chorman's  Mounted  Eifle  Rangers."  The  title 
indicated  you  were  not  to  be  ordinary  soldiers  but  to  fill  the  bill  usually  dele- 
gated to  fiction.  Then  came  the  first  drill  in  the  old  Arsenal  Thirteenth  and 
Filbert,  in  English  tactics  ;  then  the  first  camp  at  the  Old  Inn  in  Camden,  and 
your  first  experience  with  the  soldier's  closest  friend,  the  gray  back  ;  then  the 
Nicetown  Camp,  where  many  pleasant  days  were  spent ;  then  the  care  of  your 
bran  new  horse  ;  the  ride  to  Washington  by  rail,  the  quarters  in  the  old  de- 
pot, and  the  supposed  enemy's  first  charge,  and  your  first  great  scare. 

Then  came  Camp  Stoneman  ;  the  drawing  of  accountremeuts  and  side  arms; 
the  drill ;  the  memorable  march  across  the  Chain  Bridge  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try ;  Leslie;  the  "Muddy  Camp  ;"  the  picket  at  Barrett's  Hill ;  the  scouting  be- 
yond the  enemy's  lines.  True  you  were  soldiers  then,  though  not  in  all 
the  word  implies.  The  preparation  for  the  march ;  the  breaking  of  camp  ; 
the  night  march  ;  leading  the  advance  to  Centreville  and  Bull  Run  ;  the  return; 
the  embarcation;  the  sail  down  the  Potomac  and  Chesapeake;  discovery  of  the 
girl  soldier  ;  Fortress  Monroe  ;  disembarcation  ;  Camp  at  Hampton  aud  the 
march  to  Yorktown. 

How  pleasant  it  is  to  go  back  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  recall 
the  scenes  of  this  early  soldiering,  drilled  and  disciplined  ;  but  the  enemy  for 
whose  blood  you  thirsted,  were  yet  to  be  met. 

But  now,  April,  1862,  your  active  career  begins.  The  first  company  of  this 
regiment  was  mustered  into  service  July  23,  1861,  and  the  last  was  mustered 
September  15,  1861.  The  regiment  was  then  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
E.  G.  Chorman,  of  Philadelphia.  The  date  of  the  muster  in  of  this  regiment 
entitled  it  to  the  number  Thirty-fifth  of  the  line  aud  the  First  Cavalry,  but 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  at  the  State  Department  it  was  numbered  the 
Eighty-ninth  of  the  line  and  the  Eighth  Cavalry.  However,  the  number  of 
the  regiment  is  of  no  importance  ;  what  was  its  services?  What  was  its  con- 
duct and  what  its  record  ou  the  field?  That  you  had  the  honor  of  belonging 
to  one  of  the  most  active  regiments  in  any  army,  none  who  are  willing  to  in- 
vestigate will  deny.  It  has  been  stated  aud  upon  investigation  shown  to  be  a 
fact,  that  you  participated  in  more  engagements  than  any  single  regiment  in 
the  Union  army,  except  one,  and  this  one  you  tied. 

The  regiment  or  any  detachment  of  the  same  was  never  reported  for  derelic- 
tion of  duty,  you  never  occupied  a  position  known  as  a  "snap"  but  were  al- 
ways at  the  front,  tossed  from  blow  to  blow  until  you  often  came  to  wonder 
what  there  was  for  the  rest  of  the  army  to  do.  You  will  remember  the  mid- 
night reconnaissance  through  swamps,  and  across  streams  to  the  left  and  front 
at  Yorktown,  the  evacuation  and  match  through  Williamsburg.  While  the 
army  seemed  to  have  turned  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  the  White  House, 
Colonel  D.  McM.  Gregg,  then  your  colonel  and  commander,  was  directed  to  the 
53 
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left  going  into  camp  at  New  Kent  Court  House.  Here  May  13,  1862,  you  re- 
ceived your  baptism  of  fire.  Do  you  remember  the  whiz  of  the  balls,  the 
shriek  of  the  shot,  and  the  awful  scream  of  the  shell's  bursted  fragments ;  I 
believe  I  know  and  have  the  privilege  of  stating,  that  you  had  one  comrade 
there  who  was  scared.  But  our  commander  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  coolly 
dismounting  and  walking  to  the  highest  ground  he  surveyed  the  field,  then 
quietly  ordered  the  column  to  the  rear,  left  in  front,  with  a  squadron  to  deploy 
and  cover  the  flanks.  No  dress  parade  was  performed  more  perfectly,  or  orderly 
than  this,  your  first  lesson  presided  over  by  a  masterhand.  This  was  May  13, 
and  on  the  14th  came  your  second  skirmish  and  with  different  results.  While 
in  the  first  it  was  wise  to  leave  the  enemy  undisturbed  in  his  fortified  strong- 
hold, he  gave  way  before  you  iu  your  second  attempt.  Again  at  Bottom's 
Bridge  on  the  22d  having  the  Chickahominy  between  us,  with  the  bridge  de- 
stroyed and  their  artillery  playing  on  us,  no  progress  was  made,  but  on  the  23d 
they  having  withdrawn  from  the  bank  of  the  river,  let  it  be  recorded  a  color 
guard  swam  the  stream  and  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  planted  the  first 
United  States  flag  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  river.  Then  followed 
"  Burnt  Chimneys  "  the  same  day,  then  White  Oak  Swamp,  Savage  Station  and 
Seven  Pines,  all  on  the  24th,  Fair  Oaks  ou  the  25th  and  Garnett's  farm  on  the 
27th,  then  a  period  of  scouting  and  picketing  until  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks 
June  1.  Then  followed  the  historical  seven  days  battles  and  the  engagements 
of  this  regiment  at  White  Oak  Swamp  June  26th,  Malvern  Hill,  Haxall's 
Landing  and  Carter's  farm  July  1,  2  and  3,  then  a  period  of  picketing  and 
scouting,  with  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill,  August  4  and  5.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  this  regiment  had  the  advance  of  the  army  ou  the  left  from 
Williamsburg  to  Fair  Oaks,  planting  the  first  flag  north  of  the  Chickahominy 
and  firing  the  first  shot  in  the  advance  to  the  famous  Fair  Oaks.  It  was  again 
honored  with  the  position  of  rear  guard  of  the  army,  that  resulted  in  the  ae- 
tiou  at  Haxall's  Landing,  July  2,  and  again  at  Carter's  farm  on  the  3d.  And 
again  when  the  army  fell  back  from  Harrisson's  Landing  to  and  across  the 
Chickahominy,  were  you  called  to  fill  that  position  of  honor,  which  resulted  in 
the  skirmish  at  Shirley's  on  August  17.  No  living  soldier  guarded  your  path 
to  the  rear  nearer  than  the  retiring  army,  more  than  six  miles  away.  Thus 
ended  the  important  conduct  of  this  regiment  in  the  Peninsular  campaign. 

Being  shipped  north  and  landing  at  Alexandria  the  regiment  was  hurried  to 
the  assistance  of  General  Pope  and  the  skirmish  at  Falls  Church  followed  Sep- 
tember 4.  You  were  then  withdrawn  across  the  Long  Bridge  and  moving  in 
the  direction  of  Frederick  City,  met  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy  at  Sugar 
Loaf  mountain,  September  10.  You  will  remember  the  brilliant  charge 
through  the  streets  of  Frederick  on  the  12th,  then  the  raid  to  Gettysburg  and 
skirmish  at  Middletown  on  the  13th,  the  skirmishes  at  Sharpsburg  or  Antietam 
and  Boteler's  on  the  18th  and  19th,  the  reconnaissance  to  Martinsburg,  with  the 
running  skirmish  forward  and  the  running  action  backward,  closing  with  the 
stand  near  Shepherdstown. 

The  month  of  October,  1862,  closed  so  far  as  fighting  concerns  us,  with  the 
skirmish  at  Noland's  Ferry  on  the  12th.  November  following  was  the  most 
active  monih  in  the  history  of  the  regiment  ;  adding  to  your  record  six  actions 
and  seven  skirmishes,  commencing  at  Philomout,  and  followed  by  Aldie,  Up- 
perville,  Ashby's  Gap,  Markham,  Barbee's  Cross  Roads,  Chester  Gap,  Orleans, 
Hazel  Eiver,  Amissxille,  Waterloo,  and  Sulphur  Springs,   <ommencing  on  the 
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1st  and  ending  on  the  18th.  The  wiuter's  campaign  closed  with  the  skir- 
mish at  Leedstown,  December  2,  and  the  three  days  battle  at  Fredericks- 
burg December  13,  13  and  14.  The  balance  of  this  winter  was  spent  in 
picketing  and  scouting  at  locations  from  six  to  twelve  miles  from  the  army 
and  your  own  winter  camp  ;  southward  along  the  Eappahanock  and  north- 
ward in  the  neighborhood  of  Chickowamsic  Church.  The  capture  of  an  out- 
post reserve  was  the  only  serious  loss  sustained  by  the  regiment  during  our 
Falmouth  camp.  No  stirring  incident  can  be  recalled  during  this  period  of 
active  inaction  that  would  be  so  universally  remembered  as  the  famous  "Mud 
March."  Your  campaign  of  battles  of  1863  commenced  with  the  skirmish  at 
Kichards'  Foi-d  April  29,  followed  by  Barnett's  Ford  on  the  same  day,  prelim- 
inary to  the  advance  on  Chancellorsville,  as  the  following  day  you  led  the  ex- 
treme advance  of  the  army  to  and  beyond  that  point.  The  action  at  Ely's 
Ford  and  the  crossing  of  the  Kapidan  April  30,  opened  this  memorable  campaign 
in  earnest,  the  action  at  Tabernacle  Church  occurring  on  the  same  day.  From 
the  earliest  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  day  of  May,  may  be  dated  the 
commencement  of  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  opening  on  the  old  Fredericks- 
burg pike,  about  two  miles  from  Chancellorsville,  being  the  extreme  left  where 
occurred  the  sanguinary  action  between  your  regiment  alone  on  the  one  side 
and  Jackson's  advance  on  the  other.  Through  a  thrilling  series  of  charges 
this  ground  was  maintained,  until  General  Sykes'  regular  division  could  be 
despatched  to  your  relief,  these  troops  forming  under  fire  and  within  three 
hundred  feet  of  the  original  line  selected  and  occupied  by  you  at  the  com- 
mencement of  that  action,  the  right  having  been  pressed  back  that  distance  while 
the  left  maintained  its  ground.  This  is  the  time  you  will  remember  when  the 
enemy's  guns  were  turned  upon  our  advancing  infantry  column  with  such 
awful  effect ;  this  was  the  time  and  place  where  Meade  rode  on  the  field  in  ad- 
vance of  Sykes'  Division  and  complimented  your  regiment  on  its  heroic  stand 
against  such  fearful  odds.  The  campaign  was  now  but  three  days  old,  with 
five  skirmishes  and  actions  which  so  reduced  your  ranks  that  a  re-organization 
on  the  field  became  necessary  and  the  organization  was  reduced  from  three  to 
two  battalions  and  being  in  the  rear  of  the  infantry  lines  one  good  day's  rest 
was  enjoyed,  which  was  much  needed  by  horse  as  well  as  men.  A  little  after 
noon  on  the  2d  "boots  and  saddles"  told  you  that  the  time  had  again  ar- 
rived for  you  to  again  stand  as  targets  at  1)13  a  month.  Moving  out  the 
plank  and  furnace  roads  and  back  to  Hazel  Grove,  suddenly  and  while  '  'stand- 
ing to  horse"  to  your  right  and  rear  there  opens  an  awful  unbroken  din  of 
musketry,  an  incessant  roar  of  artillery,  and  almost  within  the  shades  of  night 
came  the  order,  and  liere  we  simply  allude  to  the  contest  not  to  the  nature  of 
that  order,  or  as  to  who  received  it.  It  matters  not  whether  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  Eleventh  Corps  had  been  known  or  not,  it  is  not 
material  whether  the  destruction  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had 
been  foreseen  or  not,  so  far  as  the  conduct  of  your  regiment  was  con- 
cerned, whether  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  sent  in  charge 
against  Jackson's  Corps  or  to  the  relief  of  the  Eleventh  Corps.  The  com- 
mander at  the  head  of  the  regiment  was  equal  to  the  occasion  and  the 
command  was  equal  to  its  commander.  The  disorganized  Eleventh  Corps  was- 
met  and  passed  through,  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  was  met  and  you  brushed 
it  aside,  then  their  battle  line  was  reached,  but  it  proved  no  barrier  to  a  des- 
perate veteran  command,  as  through  it  you  rode.     The  broad  plank  road  was 
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reached  and  to  your  left  and  filling  the  road  was  a  solid  mass  of  bristling  mus- 
kets— Jackson's  active  supports.  This  sight  did  not  turn  the  head  of  your 
column  to  the  rear,  but  "into  column  of  squadrons"  "left  into  line"  was 
executed  and  that  solid  mass  was  charged  and  checked.  It  matters  not  what 
may  have  been  the  orders  under  which  this  charge  was  made,  all  agree  that  it  had 
the  affect  of  checking  Jackson's  advance,  and  was  indirectly  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  that  great  adversary,  and  that  every  officer  and  man  belonging  to  the 
regiment  and  on  the  field  rode  in  the  charge,  and  we  know  of  one  gallant 
officer  who  had  just  arrived  on  the  field  and  not  yet  assigned  to  duty  who  rode 
with  his  men.  Well  may  this  charge  be  likened  to  the  charge  of  the  "Light 
Brigade"  for  while  leaving  out  all  features  of  surroundings,  intrepidity  and 
daring,  etc.  it  compares  more  than  favorably  in  the  matter  of  loss.  "The 
Light  Brigade's  "  loss  was  16  per  cent.,  while  yours  was  about  25  percent. 
The  skirmish  at  United  States  Ford  followed  May  4.  You  were  then  sent  to 
the  relief  of  General  Sedgwick  and  the  Sixth  Corps  supporting  the  guns  of 
General  Howe  on  Salem  Heights,  then  covering  the  rear  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  The 
rear  guard  of  the  regiment  swam  the  swollen  Rappahannock  May  4.  Then 
came  your  march  forward  to  your  native  State,  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  and 
June  21  and  22  witnessed  our  engagements  at  Gainesville,  followed  by  Thorough- 
fare Gap  June  25  and  skirmishes  at  New  Market,  Eidgeville  and  Mount  Airy  all 
on  the  29th,  and  "Westminster  on  the  30th.  It  did  not  fall  to  your  lot  to  be 
brought  to  this  field  during  toe  battle  of  Gettysburg.  When  at  Hanover  with 
your  division  (Gregg's)  the  first  guns  were  heard  at  Gettysburg,  Gregg  being  or- 
dered hastily  to  this  field  with  instructions  to  send  one  brigade  to  report  to  the 
Sixth  Corps  at  Westminster,  in  which  neighborhood  it  was  supposed  the 
enemy  had  a  large  force,  our  brigade  (Huey's)  returned  to  Westminster,  but 
on  its  arrival  the  Sixth  Corps  was  ordered  to  Gettysburg  and  your  brigade  to 
Emmitsburg  where  at  about  9  p.  m.,  July  4,  you  joined  Kilpatrick's  Division 
and  the  famous  raid  on  Lee's  rear  commenced.  The  midnight  action  on  the 
4th  and  5th  look  place  in  the  Monterey  Pass.  Lee's  trains  were  met  on  the 
highest  point  of  the  mountain  and  destroyed,  followed  by  the  action  at 
^mithsburg  on  the  5th. 

On  the  6th,  the  Johnnies  taught  you  a  lesson  at  Hagerstowu  and  Williams- 
port,  that  I  can't  believe  one  of  you  have  ever  forgotten,  hut  at  Boonesborough  on 
the  Cth,  and  9th,  Jones'  Cross  Roads  on  the  10th,  St.  James  College,  and  again 
Jones'  Cross  Roads  on  the  11th  and  12th,  they  will  hardly  forget  the  interest 
with  which  ycu  paid  them  back.  Your  skirmish  on  the  Williamsport  road 
July  14  ended  the  great  northern  invasion  and  the  enemy  were  hurled  back  on 
Virginia  soil.  On  the  16th  followed  your  skirmish  at  Shepherdstown.  Sep- 
tember 2d  you  had  the  skirmish  at  Shiloh  and  again  at  Little  Washington,  the 
engagement  at  Culpeper  on  the  13th,  the  Rapidan  skirmishes  on  the  15th  and 
16th,  and  at  Robertson  river  on  the  22d.  The  enemy  again  moving  north- 
ward brought  on  the  second  SulphurSprings  engagement  October  12,  1863,  then 
the  reveille  engagement  at  Auburn  on  the  14th,  followed  by  the  running  of  the 
gauntlet  and  the  battle  of  Bristow  Station  on  the  same  day,  theBealeton  skirm- 
ishes on  October  20,  24  and  25,  Liberty  Church  on  the  27th,  and  Bever- 
ly Ford  on  the  28th.  The  half  ration  campaign  "known  as  the  Mine  Run" 
brought  you  into  two  engagements  November  27,  and  38.  December  was 
notable  for  your  Luray  Valley  raid,  where  you  climbed  the  mountain  passes 
and  destroyed  much  of  the  enemy's  stores.  With  this  ends  your  active  cam- 
paign of  1863. 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  837 

The  winter  was  spent  in  the  most  arduous  picketing  and  scouting  in  Mosby's 
favorite  hunting  grounds.  This  routine  was  however  broken  once,  when,  as 
you  will  remember,  about  the  time  when  your  winter  quarter  cabins  were  com- 
pleted and  made  comfortable,  orders  came  for  a  march  on  the  morning  of 
New  Year's  day,  1864.  Camp  was  broken  and  a  march  through  an  almost  im- 
penetrable mud  was  commenced,  but  before  the  night  fell  the  temperature  also 
fell  and  the  mud  and  water  were  replaced  by  sleet  and  ice,  colder  and  colder  it 
grew,  how  low  the  temperature  fell  was  never  known,  though  it  was  believed 
that  mercury  would  have  frozen  before  the  lowest  was  reached.  Smooth  shod 
horses  and  smoother  roads  served  you  worse  than  the  enemy  on  that  raid. 
Crossing  the  mountains  to  Front  Royal  where  the  enemy's  tanneries  and  leather 
were  destroyed,  you  returned  by  the  way  of  Manassas  Gap  in  a  heavy  snow 
storm  to  Warrenton,  where  new  winter  quarters  were  erected.  Here  the  regi- 
ment re-enlisted  and  by  detachments  was  given  thirty  days  furlouglj.  Your 
campaign  of  1864  commenced  with  the  breaking  of  camp  at  Warrenton,  the 
march  through  Culpeper,  to  and  across  the  Eapidan  at  Ely's  Ford,  with  your 
division  covering  the  army  trains.  Your  first  engagement  in  this  campaign 
was  at  Todd's  tavern  and  Corbin's  bridge,  where  you  defeated  a  victorious 
enemy  on  the  5th  of  May.  The  6th,  7th  and  8th,  also  found  you  engaged  in 
the  Wilderness,  the  9th  and  10th,  at  Spotsylvania  and  the  North  Anna,  and 
again  at  Beaver  Dam  on  the  10th.  Then  on  the  11th,  the  engagements  that 
none  of  you  will  forget,  beginning  at  early  dawn  at  Ground  Squirrel  Church, 
continued  at  Hungary  Station,  and  again  in  the  last  desperate  and  almost 
superhuman  effort  of  the  combined  arms  of  the  enemy  for  the  destruction  of 
the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  '  'Yellow  Tavern. ' '  Can 
you  recall  your  late  comrade  ''Whitey"  Andrews  sitting  on  a  fence  coaxing 
General  Gordon  to  advance  and  flank  the  Yankees,  and  when  the  enemy  had 
advanced  within  a  hundred  feet  of  your  concealed  line,  you  arose  in  their  very 
face  and  with  your  carbines  and  pistols  almost  annihilated  your  foe.  Here 
the  Confederacy  lost  its  greatest  and  most  accomplished  cavalry  commander, 
J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  who  fell  on  that  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  after 
marching  all  night  and  under  the  eye  of  the  Confederate  President  and  within 
the  very  breastworks  of  Eichmond,  you  assisted  in  defeating  the  last  organized 
effort  of  the  enemy  on  the  famous  raid  to  the  James,  where  you  obtained  a  few 
days  needed  rest. 

But  as  rest  during  the  last  three  summers'  campaigns  was  a  thing  little 
known  to  you,  so  it  was  on  this  occasion,  as  May  18  found  you  again  in  action 
at  Gaines'  Mill,  and  on  the  21st  at  Cold  Harbor.  On  the  24th  you  were  back 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  again.  May  28  marked  that  all  day  desperate 
engagement  at  Haw's  shop,  followed  by  the  engagement  at  Cold  Harbor,  June 
2,  in  the  effort  to  hold  the  place  it  having  been  taken  before  Gregg's  arrival. 
On  the  7th  of  June  commenced  Sheridan's  second  great  raid  to  the  rear  of 
Lee's  army.  The  heavy  engagement  and  victory  at  Trevillian  Station  on  June 
11  was  one  of  its  results.  And  here  let  me  deviate  one  moment  to  remark  how 
strangely  victory  is  sometimes  snatched  from  defeat.  At  a  time  when  your 
brigade,  including  your  regiment,  had  been  driven  from  a  position  you  had  held, 
you  left  upon  your  advanced  line  one  sleeping  comrade,  who  on  awakening  a 
few  moments  after  you  had  abandoned  him,  and  seeing  no  enemy  from  his 
position,  hastened  to  the  highest  point  near  by  and  taking  in  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion and  condition  beckoned  to  the  retiring  command  to  return.     His  summons 
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was  answered  by  your  regiment  only  and  finding  as  did  your  comrade,  that 
the  enemy's  flank  was  exposed  and  vulnerable,  you  gave  it  cold  steel  and  the 
<Jay  was  yours.  Comrade  A.  J.  Lee  can  give  you  more  of  the  details  than  time 
Vfill  permit  me  to  do.  On  the  12th  your  division  was  engaged  in  destroying 
the  railroad  to  Louisa  Court  House.  You  did  not  participate  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Mallory's  Cross  Roads  on  the  13th.  Then  came  the  tedious  marches 
to  the  White  House,  and  the  action  at  that  place,  June  21.  Then  came  the  en- 
gagement where  no  man  seemed  to  know  his  front  no  matter  which  way  you 
turned  your  carbines,  each  direction  seemed  to  serve  you  equally  as  well,  for 
the  enemy  was  there,  the  place  where  "leg  bail ' '  seemed  to  be  the  only  ac- 
ceptable prison  relief;  you  will  not  forget  the  havoc  and  defeat  at  St.  Mary's 
church,  June  24,  then  the  march  to  Petersburg. 

The  old  regiment  was  now  indeed  a  skeleton  ;  while  recruiting  had  almost 
continually  been  going  on  and  new  men  added,  these  additions  could  not  keep 
pace  with  the  almost  daily  losses  in  action.  I  have  not  deemed  it  wise  to  give 
the  loss  of  the  regiment  in  each  skirmish,  action,  engagement  and  battle,  as  I 
feared  to  trust  to  memory  in  some  cases  and  official  data  even  is  disputed  in 
others.     "We  now  much  needed  both  recruits  and  rest. 

Our  general  camp  at  Petersburg  from  June,  1864,  to  March,  1865,  gave  you 
more  recruits  than  rest,  as  army  headquarters  were  quite  expert  in  keeping 
cavalry  busy;  picketing,  scouting,  raiding  was  the  daily  order.  Proctor's  farm, 
July  12,  marked  your  first  skirmish  from  your  new  quarters,  then  your  raid  to 
the  north  side  of  the  James  river  and  action  at  Beep  Bottom  July  28.  From 
this  point  you  plainly  witnessed  the  blowing  up  of  the  rebel  fort  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  then  you  moved  back  again  to  camp  in  front  of  Petersburg  but 
soon  again  to  your  stamping  ground  north  of  the  James,  the  Peninsula,  and 
had  the  engagement  on  Charles  City  road  August  15.  Here  occurred  the  divi- 
sion of  the  regiment,  one  portion  finding  General  Gregg,  the  out-post  picket  in 
person,  and  alone  on  "  Niggertown  "  road.  The  detached  portion  relieved  the 
general  and  became  the  rear  guard,  to  be  repulsed  by  the  enemy,  followed  by 
the  charge  at  Niggertown  and  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  back  to  Deep  Run. 
On  the  16th  followed  the  advance  across  Deep  Run  on  the  Charles  City  road  to 
Richmond's  fortifications  ;  the  running  fight,  the  rebel  General  Chambliss' 
death  by  the  fire  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry ;  the  effort  to  reach 
General  Bimey  with  dispatches,  defeated  ;  the  regiment  supporting  the  guns  ; 
the  arrival  of  a  rebel  division  of  infantry  on  the  left  and  rear  of  General  Gregg's 
headquarters  ;  the  arrival  of  General  Miles'  Heavy  Brigade  and  Miles'  defeat  j 
Gregg's  wonderful  coolness  and  confidence  in  his  command,  as  exhibited  in  his 
reply  to  General  Miles  after  the  defeat  of  his  command,  "All  right,  general, 
take  your  command  to  the  rear  we  can  take  care  of  this;"  the  quiet  and  orderly 
withdrawal  to  the  plateau  at  Deep  Run,  awaiting  the  enemy  in  echelon,  by 
regiments.  The  enemy  emerges  in  perfect  alignment,  skirmishers  and  four 
battle  lines,  and  our  Second  Brigade  is  at  last  defeated,  the  field  is  cleared. 
There  remains  but  the  faithful  gunners  and  their  support,  the  enemy  not  fifty 
paces  distant.  Then  like  lightning  at  the  command,  guns  and  limbers  are 
coupled  and  like  a  shot  from  their  own  guns,  through  the  gap  in  the  works, 
down  the  hill  they  go  followed  by  their  support  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, the  last  to  leave  the  scene.  This  was  followed  on  the  18th  by  the  engage- 
ment and  defeat  at  Nelson's  farm,  then  again  we  are  moved  at  night  to  the 
Petersburg  side  of  the  James,  to  take  part  in  the  engagement  at  Reams'  Sta- 
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tion  in  the  evening  and  night  of  the  24th  and  the  battle  on  the  25th.  Then 
came  the  great  "  Cattle  Raid"  by  Hampton  and  your  skirmish  on  the  plank 
road  September  16  and  the  all  night  skirmishes  to  and  from  Stony  Creek,  16th 
and  17th.  In  October  the  great  octopus  began  to  throw  out  its  tentacles  to  the 
left  and  the  engagement  at  the  "Wyatt  house  September  30  and  October  1,  and 
Vaughan  road  October  2,  were  the  first  fruits  of  this  design  ;  followed  by  again 
feeling  the  left  with  the  engagements  at  Boydton  road  October  27  and  28. 
This  is  the  place  where  the  arts  of  the  two  adversaries  were  so  frequently  in- 
termingled, the  lines  swaying  to  and  fro,  now  victorious,  now  defeated,  with 
your  arms  finally  crowned  with  success,  and  known  to  you  as  the  battle  of  the 
"  Bull  Eing  "  where  you  did  so  nobly  and  so  much  that  aided  in  giving  to 
your  old  and  worthy  commander.  General  Gregg,  his  second  star. 

This  was  followed  by  the  Stony  Creek  engagement  December  1.  Then  oc- 
curred what  is  commonly  known  as  the  Weldon  raid,  but  to  you  known  as  the 
"Apple  Jack  Raid,"  opening  with  the  skirmish  at  Gary's  Church,  December 
7.  It  was  here,  as  you  will  remember,  where  each  squadron  of  yDur  regiment 
took  its  turn  in  a  series  of  charges  against  the  enemy's  column,  the  last  pene- 
trating the  enemy's  ranks  and  opening  communication  with  our  infantry  com- 
mand in  the  rear.  This  was  followed  by  the  engagements  of  Hicksford  and 
Meherrin  river  on  the  9th,  and  Belfield  on  the  10th.  Again  your  marches 
are  directed  to  the  left  with  the  skirmish  at  Rowanty  Creek,  capturing  a  sup- 
ply train  February  5,  ibllowed  on  the  6th  by  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run.  It 
was  here  that  the  infantry  line  gave  way  and  your  division  galloped  into  the 
gap  and  the  enemy  was  firmly  held  until  a  division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  came  to 
your  relief.     You  returned  to  camp  on  the  8th,  coated  with  ice. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  you  break  camp  for  the  last  time  and  bid  adieu  to  the 
old  plank  road  as  you  were  now  starting  on  the  campaign  that  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  end,  striking  the  enemy  at  Dinwiddle  Court  House  March  31,  in  a 
most  terrific  engagement.  It  was  well  that  the  war  was  rapidly  drawing  to  a 
close,  as  the  faithful  old  command  could  stand  but  few  such  whirlwinds  as 
this.  On  April  1,  occurred  the  battle  of  Five  Forks  but  with  little  loss  to  you. 
Then  Jetersville  engagement  April  4,  followed  by  Paine's  Cross  Roads  or 
Amelia  Springs  engagement  on  the  5th.  This  you  will  remember  is  where  the 
First  Brigade  got  all  the  glory,  while  you  got  all  the  wallopping.  But  whether 
it  be  glory  or  not  you  saved  to  the  First  all  the  plunder  they  had  got.  Then 
followed  Deatonsville  road  engagement  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  at 
Sailor's  Creek  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  ;  then  the  Farmville  engage- 
ment and  the  terrible  and  disastrous  charge  April  7.  It  was  claimed  by  those 
who  have  reason  to  know  that  this  defeat  cost  you  50  per  cent,  of  your 
effective  command  and  the  larger  portion  of  this  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Then  follows  your  last  engagement  at  Appomattox  Court  House  April  9,  the 
last  conflict  between  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac ;  and  to  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  must  be  given  the  honor  of  de- 
livering the  last  charge,  fighting  the  last  fight,  and  as  an  organized  command 
at  Lee's  defeat  giving  the  last  shot.  You  will  remember  that  the  First  Bri- 
gade lay  in  your  front  and  that  you  were  brought  up  through  their  lines  and 
withihe  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  of  your  brigade  as  a  support,  you  were 
formed  for  a  charge.  The  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  being  formed  in 
column  on  the  Lynchburg  road,  the  order  for  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-first  to 
charge  was  given  and  both  charged  gallantly.     The  formation  of  the  Twenty- 
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first  rendered  one  of  two  things  necessary,  either  to  break  through  Eosser's  line 
and  attack  from  the  rear  or  failing  in  this  to  break  and  fall  back  ;  this  they  did. 
Your  charge  ivas  made  in  line  and  if  yon  couldn't  break  him  you  could  fight 
him,  and  this  you  did  until  ordered  by  the  adjutant  general  of  the  division 
to  cease  firing  and  a  flag  of  truce  sent  to  the  enemy. 

The  day  after  the  surrender  you  started  on  your  march  back  to  Petersburg. 
Immediately  after  your  arrival  you  retraced  your  march  back  to  Burke's  Sta^ 
tion,  thence  southwardly  towards  North  Carolina,  to  aid  Sherman  in  his  cam- 
paign against  Johnston.  Johnston  surrendered  and  again  you  were  marched 
back  to  Petersburg  and  from  there  again  back  to  Appomattox  and  on  to  Lynch- 
burg. At  this  place  the  regiment  was  broken  into  detachments,  each  being  sent 
to  different  localities.  In  the  month  of  July  these  detachments  were  called  in 
and  late  in  the  same  month  the  Eighth  and  Sixteenth  regiments  were  consoli- 
dated. Having  turned  in  your  horses,  you  were  shipped  by  canal  to  Richmond 
and  on  the  11th  of  August  you  were  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service 
and  again  became  private  citizens  of  the  great  Republic  yoa  had  done  so  much 
to  preserve.  Taking  boat  at  Richmond  you  were  shipped  to  Baltimore  and 
thence  by  rail  to  Camp  Curtin  at  Harrisburg.  Here  you  received  your  last  pay 
prior  to  your  final  distribution  to  your  several  homes.  And  then  and  there  the 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  passed  into  history. 


ADDRESS  OF  JOHN  M.  VANDERSUCE,  ESQ. 

COMRADES  and  friends :  I  sincerely  wish  that  one  of  greater  ability  and 
more  distinguished  services,  had  been  selected  for  the  duty  imposed 
upon  me,  for  I  feel  that  my  comrades'  love  for  me  has  unduly  biassed 
their  judgment,  and  while  cheerfully  responding  to  the  duty,  I  know 
that  I  can  but- feebly  express  the  thoughts  I  so  strongly  feel. 

Upon  occasions  like  this  our  hearts  are  filled  with  mingled  and  conflicting 
emotions  of  pleasure  and  of  pain,  of  grief  and  of  gratitude.  To-day  there  is 
pleasure  in  the  meeting  after  years  of  separation  of  companions  in  arms  in  the 
stirring  and  memorable  campaigns  of  "the  sixties,  "  but  there  is  pain  in  the 
thought  of  many  genial  and  gallant  ones  who  were  with  you  then,  but  are  not 
to-day.  While  there  is  grief  in  the  remembrance  of  the  awful  sacrifices  of 
those  bloody  battle  years,  when  the  plow-share  of  war  was  ruthlessly  driven 
through  our  fair  land,  of  the  hosts  that  fell  in  its  terrible  track,  of  the  ties 
that  were  sundered,  of  the  homes  that  were  desolated,  of  the  hopes  that  were 
blasted,  and  the  lives  that  were  blighted,  there  is  gratitude  for  the  glorious 
consummation  by  these  sacrifices,  for  the  unity  and  integrity  of  our  Republic, 
with  its  stability  and  vitality  established  before  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth, 
for  our  national  tranquillity  and  material  development,  for  the  reign  of  reason 
and  rule  of  peace  throughout  our  loved  America,  while  she  leads  in  the  van  of 
the  world's  civilization. 

And  we  thank  the  God  of  battles  that  we  are  permitted  to  meet  here  on 
this  quiet  summer's  day,  in  the  grateful  shade  of  this  delightful  grove,  sur- 
rounded by  our  families  and  friends,  to  renew  the  friendships  and  recall  the 
memories  of  the  days  when  we  were  soldiers  of  our  country.  But  what 
changes  since   then  ?    From  many  parts  of  our  grand  old  State,  from  the  dif- 
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ferent  pursuits  and  avocations  of  peaceful  industry,  in  the  varied  dresa  of  the 
civilian,  there  are  here  assembled  a  few  of  those  who  once  proudly  followed 
the  flag  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  But  in  those  who  here  recline 
on  these  moss  covered  rooks,  or  stand  by  these  old  oaks,  it  is  hard  to  recognize 
the  young  fellows,  blither  of  spirit  and  lither  of  limb,  in  high  boots  and  tight 
fitting  jackets,  in  the  neat  fitting  uniform  of  the  cavalry  soldier,  who  with 
their  saddles  for  pillows  then  lay  around  the  bivouac  fires,  or  "stood  to  horse" 
ready  for  duty. 

Their  forms,  then  erect  in  the  strength  and  vigor  of  youth,  have  lost  their 
suppleness  ;  the  spirits  then  buoyant  with  hope,  have  lost  their  enthusiasm  ; 
the  cheeks  then  round  and  glowing,  have  lost  their  fullness  and  color  ;  and 
the  eyes  then  bright,  have  lost  their  lustre.  Yet  these  around  me  were  once 
among  the  flower  of  their  country's  cavalry.  They  could  swing  to  the  saddle 
with  the  ease  and  agility  of  the  Cossack,  and  ride  with  the  speed  and  fearless- 
ness of  the  horsemen  of  western  plains.  Dismounting,  with  rifle  in  hand,  they 
could  move  into  woods  or  thickets,  as  skirmishers,  with  the  swiftness  of  the 
Indian,  the  alertness  of  the  hunter,  or  form  battle-line  and  advance  with  the 
promptness  and  steadiness  of  the  best  trained  legions.  Or  with  sword  and 
pistol  they  rode  to  the  encounter  as  chivalrously  as  helmeted  knight  with  tilted 
lance  ever  rode  in  tournament.  With  the  discipline  of  the  Eoman,  the  valor  of 
the  Spartan,  the  courage  of  the  Puritan,  they  followed  their  flag  with  as  firm 
faith,  with  as  earnest  zeal,  with  as  untiring  devotion  as  the  crusader  carried  the 
banner  of  the  cross  against  the  crescent  of  the  Saracen. 

I  am  looking  into  the  eyes  of  men,  whose  feats  of  bravery  or  manly  courage, 
whose  dauntless  heroism  and  intrepid  daring,  on  many  fields,  would,  in  other 
times,  have  won  for  them  a  ribbon  of  the  legion  of  honor,  some  badge  or  deco- 
ration, as  a  personal  recognition  of  the  deeds  now  treasured  only  in  the  memory 
of  the  comrades  who  served  and  fought  with  them.  Deeds  which  will  not  be 
preserved  by  history  or  tradition,  which  will  not  be  told  in  epic  song  or  story. 
Those  who  daily  meet  them  now  in  the  mill  or  mine,  in  factory  or  on  farm, 
shop  or  store,  in  counting  room  or  in  professional  life,  know  not  their  daring, 
their  fortitude,  their  heroism.  Their  deeds  are  unlauded,  and  their  praises  un- 
sung, and  their  only  reward  is  the  lofty  consciousness  of  duty  well  done,  of 
service  faithfully  rendered  for  country. 

Humble  as  may  be  their  homes,  and  modest  as  may  be  their  lives,  they  are 
justly  proud  of  their  service  in  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  will  hand 
it  down  as  a  proud  heritage  to  their  posterity  ;  service  in  a  regiment  whose 
record  is  so  pre-eminently  bright,  whose  achievements  were  so  brilliant  among 
the  many  magnificent  commands  that  constituted  the  grand  and  incomparable 
Army  of  the  Potomac  ;  a  regiment  that  had  the  honor  of  leading  that  historic 
army  as  it  moved  from  its  first  camps  of  drill  and  discipline  to  meet  the  enemy; 
of  leading  it  as  it  marched  from  Yorktown  to  the  bloody  fields  of  the  Peninsula; 
of  covering  its  withdrawals  from  Malvern  Hill  and  from  Harrison's  landing  ; 
of  leading  it  in  the  march  into  Maryland  on  to  Antietam's  carnage,  and  again 
as  it  crossed  the  river  in  pursuit  ;  of  leading  that  army  as  it  moved  to  the  fate- 
ful fields  of  Chancellorsville,  of  making  at  that  most  critical  moment  its  world 
renowned  charge  against  a  corps  of  the  enemy,  and  by  its  gallantry  and  sacri- 
fices averting  the  threatened  disaster,  and  of  covering  the  rear  of  the  army  as 
it  moved  back  from  that  field  of  failure  ;  of  again  guarding  its  rear  as  it  marched 
from  Virginia  to  engage  in  the  gigantic  struggle  here  at  Gettysburg,  of  being 
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with  the  first  iu  pursuit  of  the  broken  and  baffled  battalions  of  the  enemy  as 
-they  hurried  from  this  field  of  their  disaster  ;  of  leading  that  army  again  as  it 
moved  on  its  campaign  of  that  battle-summer  of '64,  and  of  being  with  it  in 
all  its  almost  daily  battles  ;  of  leading  it  as  it  moved  on  its  last  glorious  and 
victorious  campaign  from  Petersburg  to  Appomattox,  where,  as  a  fitting  ending 
of  its  long,  active  and  constant  service  in  that  army,  it  made  the  last  charge, 
■captured  the  last  flag,  fired  the  last  hostile  shot  and  killed  the  last  man  killed 
in  battle  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Never  relieved  from  active  duty  at 
the  front,  it  fought  in  more  battles  for  the  Union  than  any  other  command  ex- 
cept one. 

Where  is  that  tried  and  gallant  regiment  now,  whose  squadrons  then  formed 
so  gaily  with  prancing  horses,  with  glistening  arms  and  bright  guidons,  whose 
•clarion  bugle  notes  caused  the  blood  to  leap  and  tingle  in  your  veins? 

There  comes  unbidden  and  unheralded  into  this  presence  a  column  of  phantom 
-troopers.  They  have  ridden  from  the  shores  of  the  blue  Potomac,  from  the 
wooded  banks  of  the  Kappahannock  and  the  swift  Eapidan,  from  muddy  Pam- 
unkey  and  dark  Chickahominy,  from  the  broad  James  and  winding  Appomattox. 
They  come  from  the  fords  and  hills,  where  they  fell  in  the  advance  ;  they  come 
irom  dark  woods  and  tangled  thickets,  where,  guarding  the  flanks  of  marching 
columns,  they  were  shot  from  their  saddles  unnoticed  ;  they  come  from  swamps 
and  woodland  paths  where  keeping  lonely  vigil  through  the  night  while  the 
army  rested,  they  went  down  before  the  murderous  fire  of  sneaking  guerillas  ; 
they  come  from  the  fields  over  which  their  squadrons  wildly  charged  or  where 
their  crashing  volleys  told  they  held  the  line.  They  come  from  the  battle- 
fields where  they  fought  an-d  fell,  from  the  fields  of  their  death  and  America's 
•glory. 

From  the  places  where  they  sleep  their  soldier  sleep,  whether  it  be  among 
the  peaceful  scenes  of  their  boyhood,  in  the  great  Government  cemeteries  where 
-the  Nation  ' '  guards  the  bivouac  of  the  dead,' '  and  over  which  the  starry  banner 
we  fondly  call  ' '  old  glory  ' '  daily  floats,  or  in  the  unknown  and  unmarked 
grave  by  murmuring  stream  or  forest  glade  of  the  Southland,  whose  solitude 
is  only  disturbed  by  the  carol  of  birds  or  the  swaying  of  the  pines  as  they  chant 
their  constant  requiem,  where  buds  and  blossoms  in  their  beauty  and  fragrance 
bloom  unseen  and  the  wild  vine  and  flower  grow  untrammelled.  In  memory, 
jour  comrades  come  with  familiar  face  and  form,  with  the  elastic  step  and  gay 
spirit,  in  the  uniform  of  the  trooper,  in  which  you  knew  them  so  well,  and  you 
feel  their  warm  grasp  and  hear  their  merry  voices  as  they  iu  spirit  gather  here 
with  you  in  this  joyous  reunion  of  the  regiment. 

In  their  name,  and  in  the  name  of  this  our  grand  native  State,  Pennsylvania, 
for  whose  cause  and  honor  they  fought,  we  dedicate  this  memorial  of  their  ser- 
vices and  sacrifices,  and  transfer  it  to  the  keeping  and  care  of  the  Gettysburg 
Battle-field  Memorial  Association.  There  it  stands.  Its  simple  inscription  : 
"With  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  Manassas  to  Appomattox.  In  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  battles  and  skirmishes  "  tells  volumes  of  history. 
There  it  stands.  Its  massive  foundations  are  typical  of  the  stability  and  steadi. 
ness  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle's  shock  ;  its  granite  and  bronze  of  its  firmness 
and  endurance.  There  it  stands.  Its  young  trooper  with  eager  look  with 
carbine  "advanced,"  and  his  horse  snufliug  the  smoke,  moving  toward  the 
storm  center  of  the  battle,  typifying  the  regiment's  readiness  to  move  where 
danger  threatened  and  where  the  struggle  raged  fiercest.  There  it  stands,  but 
the  old  command  has  long  since  disbanded  ;  its  duty  is  done,  its  record  made. 
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The  neiefhboring  troop,  the  flashing  blade. 

The  bugles'  stirring  blast, 
The  charge,  the  dreadful  cannonade. 

The  diu  and  roar  are  past. 
Nor  war's  wild  note  nor  glory's  peal 

Will  flu  with  fierce  delight 
The  breasts  that  never  more  will  feel 

The  rapture  of  the  flght. 

To  the  Memorial  Association  we  now  entrust  it,  and  ask  that  it  and  its  suc- 
cessors will  guard  and  preserve  it  with  the  hundreds  of  other  magnificent 
monuments  and  memorials  that  adorn  and  illustrate  this  historic  battle-field. 

It  is  said  that  when  Leonidas  and  his  devoted  three  hundred  fell  in  defense 
of  the  pass  of  Thermopyla;,  the  epitaph  their  leader  wrote  for  their  common 
tomb  was  "Stranger  go  tell  it  iu  Lacedaemon  that  we  fell  here  in  defense  of  her 
laws."  That  noble  sentiment  has  echoed  and  re-echoed  down  the  ages.  Let 
us  hope  that  long  after  we  have  moved  down  into  the  dark  valley  and  crossed 
the  wide  river,  to  where  the  head  of  column  is  now  encamped,  resting  until 
the  trumpet  of  the  angel  of  the  resurrection  shall  sound  the  reveille  in  that 
silent  camp  of  eternity,  that  long  afterwards  the  stranger  who  visits  this  field 
and  looks  upon  these  memorials  will  not  only  read  upon  them  the  story  of  the 
battle  but  will  read  these  lines  though  not  written  in  their  inscription, 
"Stranger  go  tell  it  throughout  America  that  we  fell  in  defense  of  her  laws,  in 
the  vindication  of  the  right,  for  the  integrity  of  the  Republic.  ' '  Let  us  hope 
iu  coming  generations  those  who  come  to  this  field  looking  upon  these  monu- 
ments, will  be  reminded  that  they  are  memorials  of  the  services,  sufferings  and 
sacrifices  of  men  who  fought  not  for  conquest  or  empire,  but  of  men  who 
endured  hardships,  encountered  peril,  and  were  willing  to  offer  their  lives  upon 
their  country's  altar  or  shed  their  blood  as  a  libation  that  "this  government  of 
the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people,"  might  not  perish.  Reminded 
of  the  priceless  ransom  given  here  and  on  other  fields  for  the  perpetuity  and 
perfection  of  our  Republic  and  her  institutions,  may  those  who  come  here  be 
thrilled  with  a  purer  patriotism,  imbued  with  a  loftier  citizenship  and  incited 
to  a  truer,  firmer  and  more  zealous  devotion  to  duty  to  country,  that  America's 
starry  flag  shall  be  hailed  in  remotest  lands  and  on  farthest  seas  as  the  aegis  of 
true  liberty,  as  a  bright  beacon  of  the  world's  highest  hopes. 

If  this  be  so  you  shall  not  have  fought  and  your  comrades  shall  not  have  died 
in  vain. 
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DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

16™  REGIMENT  CAVALRY 

September  ii,  1889 

SKETCH    OF    THE    REGIMENT   BY  THEORUS    D.    GARMAN,  REGI- 
MENTAL QUARTERMASTER-SERGEANT 

(COMRADES : — Amid  these  hallowed  associations   and  in   the  shadow   of 
this  monument  erected  to  commemorate  the  deeds  of  our  old   organiza- 
;     tion   "The  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,"   we  meet  to  renew  the 
friendships  and  re-cement  the  bonds  made  twenty-six  years   ago.     We 
are  here  as  representatives  of  Gregg's  Division,   Gregg's   Brigade  and   Gregg's 
Regiment.     Yes !  the  representative  remnant  of  what  was  once  our  gallant 
regiment. 

In  the  year  1869,  in  autumn  days  like  these,  we  met  at  Harrisburg  and  after 
giving  evidence  of  our  ability  to  straddle  an  animal,  supposed  to  be  a  horse,  but 
more  like  Tarn  O'Shanter's  mare,  and  showing  our  "make  up  "  to  the  surgeon 
we  were  "cussed  in  "  as  the  "boys  "  called  it,  for  three  years. 

I  have  sometimes  wished  the  regiment  had  been  from  nearly  the  same 
locality  that  we  might  see  more  of  each  other,  but  coming,  as  we  did,  from  all 
sections  of  the  State  and  all  the  companies  good,  I  have  been  glad  that  thus  the 
locality,  patriotism  and  fighting  qualities  of  "  Our  Boys,  "  showed  that  every- 
where within  the  limits  of  grand  old  Pennsylvania  there  were  good  men  and 
true,  ready  to  defend  and  die  for  freedom  and  the  flag.  Our  twelve  companies 
were  formed  out  of  squads  from  every  point  of  the  compass  within  the  State 
There  were  those  who  thought  this  boded  ill,  and  said,  "  It  won't  do,  it  is 
not  homogeneous  enough.  ' ' 

The  Pennsylvania  Dutchman  and  the  German  ;  the  Pennsylvania  Irishman 
and  the  real  Irishman  ;  the  Englishman  and  the  Scotchman ;  the  educated  and 
uneducated  ;  the  farmer,  mechanic  and  laborer ;  the  teacher  and  professional 
man  were  all  found  in  these  companies.  Companies  raised  in  the  oil  regions 
had  representatives  from  most  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  Many  of  the 
companies  had  men  from  a  dozen  different  States.  The  counties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia represented  in  the  regiment  were  Juniata,  Erie,  Venango,  Franklin,  Wash- 
ington, Fayette,  Wyoming,  Susquehanna,  Bradford,  Tioga,  Columbia,  Dela- 
ware, Montgomery,  Bucks,  Northumberland,  Union,  Mifflin,  Perry,  Dauphin, 
Huntingdon,  Westmoreland  and  Philadelphia.  Twelve  hundred  and  twelve 
men  and  fifty-four  officers  composed  the  regiment.  Men  !  no  not  men  !  for 
half  at  least  were  youths  aged  from  sixteen  to  twenty -one  years.  Thus  we 
were  in  Camp  Simmons  at  Harrisburg  in  1862.  September  and  October  wore 
away  and  the  Irost  of  November  came  upon  us.  On  the  13th  of  the  latter 
month  one  of  our  best  pieces  of  luck  came  in  the  shape  of  a  very  tall,  quiet, 
soldierly  captain  of  the  Sixth  United  States  Regular  Cavalry,  who  had  served  in 
the  Mexican  war.     He  was  mustered  the  next  day  as  colonel  and  his  name 
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given  to  us  J.  Irvin  Gregg.  A  further  organization  was  effected  on  the  18th  of 
November  by  the  election  of  L.  D.  Rodgers,  of  Venango  county,  as  lieutenant 
colonel ;  William  A.  West,  William  H.  Fry  and  John  Stroup  were  selected  as 
majors.  J.  R.  Day  was  made  adjutant,  William  N.  McDowell,  commissary 
and  James  R.  Robinson,  quarter  master.  Chaplain  we  had  none  until  April 
3,  1865,  after  the  war  was  over.  Even  at  this  late  day  we  langh  as  we  think 
how  we  boys  used  to  slip  around  headquarters  to  get  a  sight  of  our  big  colonel 
and  the  awe  we  felt  when  we  came  upon  him  unaware.  The  exclamations  too, 
were  laughable  "Golly!  wouldn't  want  to  be  so  big,  sure  to  get  hit!  my 
couldn't  he  swing  a  sabre  !  we've  the  biggest  coloner  in  the  army,  whew  ! 
isn't  he  a  Long  John,  "  and  into  Long  John  it  grew.  By  that  name  we  fol- 
lowed and  loved  him. 

Now  work  began,  and  discipline  came  with  work.  That  great  man  knew 
how  to  enforce  obedience  and  command  respect.  This  was  the  initial  that  lent 
to  all  the  future  of  the  regiment  its  strength  and  glory.  Camp  Simmons  was 
exchanged  for  Cainp  McClellan.  Horses  and  equipments  were  drawn,  and  on 
the  30th  of  November  we  were  shipped  in  freight  cars  and  trucks  to  Camp  Casey 
near  Bladensburg,  Md.  Who  can  forget  the  emotions  of  a  boy's  heart  as  he 
thus  bids  adieu  to  his  home  and  State  ;  was  it  to  be  forever  ?  Was  he  to  earn 
reputation  at  the  cannon's  mouth  or  fill  a  nameless  grave  ?  At  Bladensburg 
we  lived  in  aristocratic  style,  having  "  A  "  tents  and  sheet-iron  stoves,  which 
were  unendurahle  when  some  mischief  maker  filled  the  pipe  with  the  uniform 
of  another  or  with  hay  filched  from  the  horses. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1863,  we  started  overland  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. We  had  received  an  order  to  march  sometime  before,  though  only 
armed  with  sabres  and  revolvers,  but  our  colonel,  knowing  that  we  were  not 
properly  armed,  went  to  the  authorities  and  we  were  held  until  all  had  revolvers, 
carbines  and  ammunition.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  for  this,  for  the 
Seventh  Cavalry  left  poorly  armed  and  were  met  on  the  way  at  Occoquan,  at- 
tacked by  Mosby's  forces  and  scattered.  We  were  closely  watched  by  that  fa- 
mous guerilla  from  every  hill  top,  but  were  not  molested.  I  asked  one  of  his 
men  after  hostilities  had  ceased,  why  they  had  not  attacked  us.  His  reply  was 
"  that  Mosby  was  no  fool,  and  they  attacked  no  troops  who  were  marched  as 
carefully  and  were  as  well  armed  as  we  were. ' ' 

We  joined  Averell's  Brigade  encamping  near  Potomac  creek  railroad  bridge. 
It  was  nearly  seven  miles  to  the  picket  line,  and  the  greenest  boy  in  the  regi- 
ment soon  learned  how  hard  that  kind  of  duty  could  be  made.  Many  men 
sickened  in  this  camp  and  some  died.  The  first  man  to  die  in  the  regiment  was 
William  Rine,  of  Company  B,  October  1,  1862,  at  Harrisburg.  The  first  officer 
to  resign  was  Lieutenant  R.  H.  Atkinson  of  Company  A,  on  account  of  ill-health. 
There  were  but  four  officers  dismissed  during  the  three  years  we  were  in  service, 
none  of  whom  were  sent  home  for  cowardice.  The  first  two  men  killed  by  the 
enemy  was  on  the  25th  of  February,  1863,  when  Fitzhugh  Lee's  troops  made 
a  raid  on  our  pickets.  We  lost  that  winter  picketing  no  less  than  forty  men 
killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Our  baptismal  battle  was  at  Kelly's  Ford,  Va., 
on  Saint  Patrick's  day,  quite  early  in  the  morning,  March  17,  1863.  Sergeant 
Ubil  of  Company  F,  shot  at  a  rebel  officer  that  day,  and  though  he  missed  the 
man,  killed  the  horse  at  a  distance  of  over  seven  hundred  yards. 

.  On  the  1,3th  of  April  we  left  winter  quarters  (and  such  an  April,  twenty- 
three  days  of  rain),  and  saw  for  the  first  time  the  village  of  Bealeton.     For  three 
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years  we  scaicely  moved  camp  without  touching  at  Bealeton  on  the  route  until 
every  time  we  moved,  the  boys  Would  lay  wagers  on  seeing  the  place  before  we 
camped.  The  only  surprise  ever  experienced  was  at  Ely's  Ford,  Va.,  on  May 
2,  where  we  had  gone  into  camp  for  the  night,  and  with  the  help  of  a  fine  fence 
soon  had  big  fires  and  were  busy  getting  ready  our  bill  of  fare.  Coffee  pots- 
were  simmering,  pork  frying  and  the  dirt  was  being  rubbed  off  the  hard  tack, 
and  a  good  sleep  in  anticipation,  when  two  volleys  were  fired  into  us  from  a 
high  bluff  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Horses  were  stampeded,  coffee 
upset,  pans  of  pork  overturned  and  the  hard  tack  scattered.  The  officers'  com- 
mand to  "  fall  in''  brought  the  men  into  line,  and  in  a  few  seconds  the  ford 
was  occupied  and  the  enemy  driven  oflf.  The  night  was  of  a  darkness  to  be  felt, 
not  described. 

The  next  day  we  crossed  the  river  and  rejoined  the  army  under  Hooker,  and 
on  the  6th  of  May  occupied  our  old  camp.  We  missed  the  cavalry  fight  at 
Brandy  Station,  because  our  saddles  had  been  turned  in  for  exchange,  and  we 
were  bareback  troopers  just  then.  We,  for  the  first  and  last  time,  guarded  the 
wagon  train.  At  Warrenton  Junction  on  the  11th  of  June,  1863,  we  were  as- 
signed to  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  with  which  our 
name  and  fortunes  were  ever  afterward  linked  as  Gregg's  Brigade  and  Gregg's. 
Division. 

Our  second  step  in  good  luck  occurred  here  in  the  promotion  of  Captain  John 
K.  Eobison  to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  and  were  by  him  commanded  ever  after, 
only  when  absent  on  account  of  wounds  received  in  action.  Everywhere  above 
the  din  of  battle  could  be  heard  his  voice,  not  always  pleasant  but  ever  full  of 
business.  How  could  the  Sixteenth  help  being  a  good  regiment,  with  a  fight- 
ing general  of  division  (David  McM.  Gregg),  our  beloved  colonel  (J.  Irvin  Gre^) 
in  command  of  the  brigade  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eobison  leading  the  regi- 
ment where  the  battle  grew  hottest.  We  say  leading,  for  he  never  asked  his 
men  to  go,  but  said  come. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  we  started  toward  Pennsylvania  in  pursuit  of  the  foe. 
At  Aldie,  Middleburg  and  Upper ville,  Va.,  we  drove  them  back,  and  especially 
at  Middleburg,  showing  that  General  Hooker's  slur  on  the  cavalry  was  unworthy 
of  that  commander,  and  that  we  could  not  only  kill  and  be  killed,  but  that  the 
boasted  troopers  of  the  South  could  be  driven  and  beaten.  An  incident  at 
Middleburg  showed  the  mettle  of  our  men.  Orderly-Sergeant  M.  M.  Logan 
was  on  the  dismounted  skirmish  line  when  it  was  charged  by  the  rebels  mounted. 
The  men  attacked,  all  fought  bravely,  but  the  sergeant,  after  fighting  until  his 
ammunition  was  exhausted,  clubbed  his  carbine,  losing  that,  he  threw  stones 
until  he  fell  exhausted  from  wounds  and  loss  of  blood.  Our  forces  came  to  his 
relief  when  it  was  found  he  had  several  ugly  sabre  cuts  on  his  head  and  three 
gunshot  wounds  on  his  person,  and  yet  Mike  lives  in  his  Iowa  home  to  tell  his 
children  of  his  own  record  and  that  of  his  regiment.  Who  but  remembers  the 
onward  march  to  Pennsylvania,  the  heat,  the  dust,  the  thirst,  the  fear  that 
Lee's  army  might  enter  our  own  peaceful  valleys,  the  skirmishes  and  that 
long  hurried  ride,  the  crossing  of  the  Potomac  on  a  swinging  pontoon  bridge, 
amid  darkness  so  impenetrable  that  the  file  leader  could  only  be  followed  by 
sound,  not  by  sight,  and  the  Sixteenth  was  the  last  cavalry  regiment  to  leave 
Virginia  soil  on  the  way  north.  We  push  on  for  Pennsylvania,  and  were  en- 
gaged on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  July.  The  brigade  commander  tells  our 
movements  best.     In  his  report  he  says  :  "  The  brigade  moved  from  Frederick, 
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Md.,  on  the  moining  ol  the  30th  of  June,  1863,  bivouacked  near  Manchester 
during  the  night.  July  1,  moved  to  Hanover  Junction  and  from  there  to  Han- 
over, reaching  that  place  a  short  time  before  daylight.  On  the  morning  of  the 
2d,  moved  out  on  Boneautown  road  to  our  position  near  Ruler's  House,  and 
deployed  about  a  mile  further  on  towards  Gettysburg  and  remained  there  until 
nightfall.  Moved  by  cross-road  to  Baltimore  pike  and  bivouacked  on  east  side 
of  White  creek.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  moved  up  Baltimore  pike  to  west 
side  of  Rock  creek  and  over  to  Taneytown  road  near  General  Meade's  head- 
quarters, when  I  received  orders  to  go  into  Gettysburg  to  develop  the  position 
of  the  enemy  ;  however,  General  Meade  having  found  out,  orders  were  counter- 
manded and  brigade  returned  to  position  south  of  Deardorfs  farm,  and  later  in 
the  day,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sixteenth,  moved  up  to  Ruler's  House,  facing 
the  fight  on  the  right.  On  the  4th  made  reconnaissance  towards  Hunterstown ; 
5th,  crossed  Cashtown  Gap  ;  marched  through  Gettysburg  the  Sixteenth  in  ad- 
vance ;  6th,  went  to  vicinity  of  Greencastle,  Pa.  ;  7th,  "Waynesboro,  Pa.  ;  8th, 
Monterey  Springs  ;  9th,  Middletown  ;  10th,  to  Boonsboro,  Md." 

Our  regiment,  part  of  it  dismounted,  held  the  ground  near  where  the  monu- 
ment stands,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1863,  and  our  left  joined  the  right  of  Neill's 
Brigade  of  infantry  belonging  to  the  Twelfth  [Sixth?]  Corpson  the  right  of  Wolf  s 
Hill,  while  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  held  in  reserve.  Thus  we  were  the  connect- 
ing link  between  the  cavalry  and  infantry  on  that  terrible  field.  It  defeated 
two  or  three  attempts  of  the  "  Old  Stonewall  Brigade  "  to  break  through. 

On  the  5th  of  July  the  regiment  and  brigade  captured  great  numbers  of  the 
enemy.  We  crossed  the  mountain  at  Boonsboro,  Maryland,  and  moved  by 
Harper's  Ferry,  to  Shepherdstown,  and  as  the  Sixteenth  was  in  the  advance  it 
was  the  first  regiment  to  again  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  Old  Dominion.  What  a 
fight  Shepherdstown  was  !  There  were  stone  fences  in  the  fields  and  both  sides- 
ntilized  them.  The  enemy  outnumbered  us  four  to  one.  Charge  after  charge 
was  made  right  into  a  heavy  fire  from  the  foe  ;  for  eight  hours  three  regiments, 
First  Maine,  Fourth  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  bore  the  principal  part  of  the 
fight,  successfully  resisting  several  determined  and  vicious  charges  ;  four  or  five 
times  the  rebel  color  bearer  in  our  front  was  shot  down  ;  at  last  a  rebel  seized 
the  colors  and  while  shielding  himself  behind  a  tree  defiantly  shook  out  the  flag. 
"  Dad  ''  Miles  of  company  A,  jumped  on  the  fence  amid  a  shower  of  balls  and 
yelled  to  him  in  the  language  of  the  Army  to  come  out  from  behind  the  tree  and 
he  would  lay  him  with  his  fellows.  Our  boys  applauded  the  act  with  a  soldiers' 
cheer.  Strange  to  say  the  reckless  Dad  is  still  living.  Major  Swan,  rash  and 
impetuous,  tired  of  the  fence,  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  out  to  the  top  of  a 
little  elevation,  telling  his  men  to  fire  at  the  Johnnies  when  they  rose  ta  fire  at 
him.  A  rebel  bullet  crashed  into  a  pair  of  field  glasses  at  his  side  and  though 
they  probably  saved  his  life  yet  he  loudly  declared  the  next  time  he  went  into 
a  fight  he  would  go  in  the  costume  of  Adam  and  then  nothing  could  be  broken. 
The  loss  was  severe  in  all  the  regiments  engaged.  The  command  was  skil- 
fully withdrawn  that  night  in  the  immediate  presence  of  a  largely  superior 
force.  When  Colonel  Eobison  asked  General  Gregg,  the  brigade  commander, 
where  he  should  rally  in  case  he  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  the  general 
replied  "the  orders  are  to  stay  here,  "  with  signiticent  emphasis  on  the  last  two 
words.  We  were  to  stay  if  need  be  to  the  last  man  for  the  benefit  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  On  page  182  of  the  history  of  the  First  Maine  Cavalry,  written 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tobie,  I  find  this  tribute  to  our  regiment :   the  First 
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Brigade  tame  up  to  the  left  but  did  not  become  involved  in  the  battle  very 
much  until  near  evening.  Towards  evening  the  enemy  moved  around  to  the 
right  of  the  regiment  (First  Maine)  and  gave  it  an  enfilading  fire,  when  other 
regiments  were  sent  to  that  portion  of  the  field  and  a  hot  fight  occurred  there. 
The  work  of  the  day  cemented  a  lasting  friendship  between  the  men  of  the 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  and  the  First  Maine.  Ever  afterward  the  men  of  either 
regiment  felt  safe  and  happy  if  the  other  were  near  by  either  on  the  line  or  as 
support. 

Though  the  loss  was  severe  and  duty  hard,  there  was  no  respite  for  the 
cavalry  and  we  find  ourselves,  after  a  weary  march  along  the  slopes  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  in  camp  at  Amissville. 

General  D.  McM.  Gregg,  commanding  the  division,  had  orders  to  find  out 
what  Lee  was  doing  and  on  the  12th  of  October  the  division  struck  Lee's 
infantry  as  it  was  moving  down  the  Rappahannock  river  seeking  to  cut  oft' 
three  corps  of  General  Meade  which  had  marched  on  Culpeper  and  fought  it 
all  day  ;  a  terrific  fight  it  was  too  in  which  our  brigade  stopped  the  whole  of 
Lee's  army  and  disclosed  his  movements.  It  saved  Meade  from  surprise,  if  not 
destruction.  The  division  was  complimented  by  General  Meade  in  a  public 
order.  General  J.  Irvin  Gregg  held  ground  that  whole  day  with  two  regiments 
supported  by  a  battery  with  the  Sixteenth  on  the  enemy's  side  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock river,  which  prisoners  told  us  afterwards  was  occupied  by  General  Lee 
in  person  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  after  our  gallant  boys  had  lelt.  Who 
can  forget  Sulphur  Springs,  Virginia,  and  the  voice  of  the  little  rebel  officer  as 
he  tried  to  cut  a  detachment  of  the  Sixteenth's  dismounted  men  off  from  the 
bridge,  yelling  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  ' '  by  the  left  flank,  left  face,  march  ! ' ' 
His  zeal  was  great  but  his  failure  just  as  much  so  for  he  did  not  get  any  of 
them.  As  darkness  closed  around  us  a  rebel  battery  of  six  guns  was  run  up 
and  unlimbered  on  a  blufi"  close  to  the  river,  while  the  Sixteenth  sat  mounted 
just  across  on  the  other  side,  only  the  narrow  river  between  ;  a  subaltern  officer 
said  to  the  rebel  officer  in  command,  '  'shall  we  give  them  a  round  ? ' '  How  we 
strained  our  ears  for  the  reply  ;  it  came  relieving  us  wonderfully  ;  "no  it's  of 
no  use,  too  dark  and  they  are  probably  out  of  reach. "  As  we  had  to  go  we  did 
like  the  Arab,  silently  stole  away. 

The  next  day  was  the  fight  at  Auburn,  Virginia,  in  which  Colonel  Robison 
was  wounded  ;  this  day  we  had  skirmishes  at  Catlett's  and  Bristoe.  Again  on 
arriving  at  Centreville,  General  Meade  complimented  the  division  in  a  public 
order  for  its  gallantry  during  this  arduous  campaign.  Meade  now  turned  on 
his  pursuer  and  again  the  cavalry  went  to  the  front  and  met  the  old  foe  on  the 
Fredericksburg  plank  road.  The  Fifth  Corps  relieved  us  j  ust  as  the  Sixteenth 
was  advancing  to  the  attack  with  drawn  sabres.  The  next  day  at  Parker's  Store 
we  had  a  rattling  little  tug  of  war  losmg  one  of  the  finest  officers  a  regiment 
could  have,  in  the  person  of  Captain  Ira  R.  Alexander.  The  Luray  Valley  was 
soon  after  visited  and  a  large  lot  of  rebel  stoi'es  and  a  number  of  factories  de- 
stroyed. The  men  suffered  intensely  from  the  cold  ;  many  of  thein  froze  their 
ears,  feet  and  fingers.  A  raid  to  Front  Royal  followed  which  was  one  of  exceed- 
ing hardship  for  men  and  horses.  The  command  came  back  by  way  of  Manas- 
sas and  on  the  16th  of  January,  1864,  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Tucker  Run 
near  Warrenton,  Virginia.  A  detachment  of  the  regiment,  under  command  of 
Major  A.  Snyder,  was  with  Kilpatrick  on  his  way  toward  Richmond,  in  which 
Colonel  Ulric  Dahlgren  was  killed,  participating  in  all  its  hardships  and 
dangers. 
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The  campaign  of  the  year  1864  was  opened  by  the  Sixteenth  Cavalry  which 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  river  in  front  of  Barlow's  division  of  Hancock's  Corps. 
For  several  days  the  regiment,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  was  con- 
stantly engaged. 

On  the  9th  of  May  Sheridan  swung  loose  from  the  army  and  started  on 
his  now  famous  raid  around  the  rebel  capital,  and,  of  course,  we  went  with  him. 
At  Beaver  Dam  Station,  Virginia,  the  advance  captured  a  station  of  supplies 
for  Lee's  army  and  release^  a  large  number  of  Union  soldiers  who  had  been 
captured  and  were  on  a  train  being  taken  to  Richmond  and  to  prison.  But 
they  joyed  at  our  coming ;  they  cried  and  laughed,  cheered  and  swore ;  they 
were  wild  ;  one  enthusiastic  officer  swore  that  we  were  the  best  men  on  earth. 
On  the  11th  of  May  severe  fighting  occurred,  and  not  far  from  Hanover  Court 
House,  the  celebrated  rebel  Greneral  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  was  killed.  We  missed  the 
escort  with  hiabody  by  only  a  few  minutes  at  Williamsburg  as  they  were  taking  it 
back  to  Richmond.  At  daybreak  the  next  morning  we  rode  up  the  broad  pike 
leading  into  the  city,  until  we  got  inside  the  outer  line  of  entrenchments.  Here 
we  filed  to  the  left  and  were  soon  attacked  in  front,  right  and  rear.  The 
enemy  held  the  bridge  across  the  Chickahominy  river  while  they  sent  forces 
hoping  to  crush  us  before  we  could  force  a  passage.  Thus  we  were  virtually 
surrounded  only  about  two  and  a  hjill  miles  from  Richmond,  so  close,  indeed, 
were  we  that  some  of  the  men  could  see  a  clock  in  a  steeple  and  hear  it  strike 
the  time  of  day.  It  was  not  our  sweetest  pleasure  to  get  into  the  city.  It  was 
the  fortune  of  the  Sixteenth  to  leac^  the  advance  up  the  broad  road  in  the 
morning  and  see  the  prize  so  near,  then  take  the  rear  and  fight  for  several  hours 
against  the  persistent  advance  of  the  foe.  It  was  a  grand  fight,  shells  and 
shot  from  front  and  rear  passed  each  other  in  the  center,  so  rapid  was  the  fire 
of  our  regiment  that  General  Sheridan  came  at  break-neck  speed  on  his  foam- 
ing black  horse  to  see  what  the  matter  was  and  when  told  it  was  the  Sixteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  with  their  breech-loading  carbines,  he  declared  with  an 
oath,  he  never  had  heard  such  cavalry  fighting  as  that.  The  whole  command 
was  doing  its  best,  and  so  noisy  were  the  artillery  and  small  arms  that  a  heavy 
shower  took  place  during  the  fight  s^nA  while  the  very  vivid  flashes  of  light- 
ning were  often  clearly  seen,  not  ^  sound  of  the  thunder  could  be  distin- 
guished. The  gallant  Custer  forced  through  the  front  while  his  band  played 
the  Star  Spangled  Banner.  In  a  charge  made  by  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  supported  by  the  Sixteenth,  a  gun  was  captured  and  the  enemy  held  in 
check  until  Custer  accomplished  his  work  after  which  was  resumed  our  march, 
the  Sixteenth  being  the  last  regiment  to  cross.  We  rejoined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  on  the  25th  of  May  having  been  gone  sixteen  days,  most  of  the  time 
within  the  enemy's  lines.  There  was  no  rest  because  we  were  wicked  in  fight 
and  on  the  next  day  we  crossed  the  Pamunkey  river  and  met  the  enemy  at 
Haw's  Shop,  Virginia ;  among  the  wounded  in  this  engagement  was  Major 
James  C.  Robinson.  Colonel  Robison  knew  it  was  going  to  be  an  "animated 
discussion,  "  a  place  of  trial,  and  before  going  into  the  fight  as  he  rode  along 
the  line,  said :  "  Men,  General  Gregg,  your  old  colonel,  is  watching  you  and 
expects  great  things  of  you  ;  "  he  was  not  disappointed. 

In  early  June  we  went  with  Sheridan  on  his  expedition  to  Gordonsville 
where  he  expected  to  join  Hunter's  forces  and  were  engaged  at  Trevillian  Sta- 
tion, Virginia,  where  the  Sixteenth  charged  Butler's  Brigade,  its  commander 
now  being  senator,  from  South  Carolina,  and  drove  it  in  confusion  from  the 
54 
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field,  but  failing  to  unite  with  Hunter,  Sheridan  returned  to  White  House 
Landing  on  the  Pamunkey  river.  On  this  march  of  seventeen  days  the  corps 
lost,  on  account  of  heat  and  lack  of  feed  3,500  horses,  of  which  we  lost  a  pio- 
portionate  share.  On  the  25th  of  June  the  division  was  sent  to  convoy  a  train 
of  eight  hundred  wagons  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  along  with 
our  corps  train  across  the  peninsula  to  the  James  river.  The  division  moved 
so  as  to  keep  position  between  the  train  and  Eichmond.  The  enemy  soon  dis- 
covered us  and  made  desperate  efforts  to  break  through  and  capture  the  train'. 
Gregg,  however,  had  been,  aware  of  their  presence  and  had  made  his  disposi- 
tions to  receive  them.  He  sent  for  assistance  but  his  couriers  were  captured, 
this  revealing  his  weakness  of  numbers.  The  enemy  swooped  down  upon  us 
in  numbers  iar  in  excess  of  what  we  had  for  resistance.  Determined  resistance, 
however,  was  made  and  though  driven  back  and  confused,  we  fought  the  enemy 
until  nightfall  and  lost  not  a  gun  or  wagon.  No  braver  or  abler  fight  ever  was 
made  by  a  division  commander.  The  Sixteenth  bore  itself  grandly;  it  ivas  the 
only  regiment  that  day  that  did  not  become  more  or  less  confused.  It  retired 
covering  the  rear  in  perfect  alignment  and  gave  the  enemy  a  last  volley  as  the 
shades  of  night  fell  on  the  dismal  scene.  The  heat  was  most  intense  and  many 
men  fell  exhausted.  The  Sixteenth  gained  the  cheers  of  General  Davies  of  the 
First  Brigade,  who  rode  up  just  as  we  had  repulsed  a  charge  by  our  vigorous 
fire;  he  swung  his  hat  and  cheered  as  we  let  them  have  it.  The  regiment  was 
mounted  and  delivered  volley  after  volley  into  their  pursuers.  The  colonel 
rode  along  the  line  saying,  "Steady,  Don't  fire  until  you  see  the  whites  of 
their  eyes. ' '  In  Sheridan's  Memoirs  page  434  we  find  this  reference  to  this 
fight  and  to  the  commander  of  the  division,  "  Toward  night  it  became  clear  to 
Gregg  that  he  could  maintain  the  unequal  contest  no  longer  and  he  then  de- 
cided to  retreat,  but  not  until  convinced  that  the  time  won  had  enabled  all  tbfe 
trains  to  pass  Charles  City  Court  Hotise  in  safety.  When  he  had  got  all  his 
led  horses  fairly  out  of  the  way,  and  such  of  the  wounded  as  could  be  trans- 
ported, he  retired  by  his  right  flank  in  some  confusion,  it  is  true,  but  stub- 
bornly resisting  to  Hopewell  Church,  where  Hampton  ceased  to  press  him. 
Gregg's  losses  were  heavy  and  he  was  forced  to  abandon  his  dead  and  most 
seriously  wounded,  but  the  creditable  stand  made  insured  the  safety  of  the 
train,  the  last  wagon  of  which  was  now  parked  at  Wilcox's  Landing  on  the 
James  riv^r.  His  steady,  unflinching  determination  to  gain  time  for  th* 
wagons  to  get  beyond  the  point  of  danger  was  characteristic  of  the  man,  and 
this  was  the  third  occasion  on  which  he  exhibited  a  high  order  of  capacity  and 
sound  judgment  since  coming  under  my  command."  The  firmness  and  coolnes.s 
with  which  he  always  met  the  responsibilities  of  a  dangerous  place,  were  parti- 
cularly strong  points  in  Gregg's  make  up  aoid  he  possessed  so  much  professional 
though  unpretentious  ability  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  he  felt  obliged  a  few 
months  later  to  quit  the  service  before  the  close  of  the  war.  We  crossed  the 
James  river  at  Wilcox's  Landing  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  our  army  near 
Petersburg.  On  the  l.st  of  July,  the  division  went  to  the  relief  of  the  Third 
Division  which,  under  General  Wilson,  had  been  cut  off  by  the  enemy  but  he 
had  escaped  before  we  reached  him.  In  July  we  accompanied  a  strong  de- 
tachment of  infantry  going  to  make  a  demonstration  against  Richmond,  to  aid 
in  the  success  that  was  thought  sure  to  follow  the  mine  explosion  in  front  of 
Petersburg-  We  met  the  enemy  near  Malvern  Hill  and  in  a  charge  the  regiment 
suffered  some  loss,  Lieutenant  Lockwood  Caughey,  an  officer  of  much  merit, 
being  among  the  number. 
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On  the  leth  of  August,  we  again,  were  sent  across  the  James  river  to  Charles 
Citycross  roads  and  met  the  enemy  at  Deep  Kun.  While  on  this  expedition 
Greneral  Chambliss  of  the  rebel  force  came  upon  our  advanced  guard  composed  of 
eight  men  out  of  Company  E,  who  when  he  refused  to  halt^  fired  upon  him  and 
he  fell  dead.  His  remains  were  sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  inside  the  lines 
sometime  that  night. .  In  the  engagement  which  followed  the  Sixteenth  which 
had  only  about  two  hundred  men  engaged,  sufTered'a  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
of  fifteen  per  cent.  General  J.  Irvin  Gregg  was  also  wounded.  After  our  return 
we  were  sent  with  the  infantry  to  clestroy  the  Weldon  railroad,  and  near  Din- 
widdle Court  House  met  the  foe  and  for  three  days  fought  them  wherever  met 
losing  men  on  every  hand.  In  the  fight  at  Reams'  Station,  on  the  25th  of 
August,  some  infantry  behaved  badly  and  broke  ;  the  Sixteenth  was  dis? 
mounted  and  sent  into  the  gap  in  Hancock's  line  and  drove  back  the  rebel  in- 
fantry which  was  pouring  through,  and  restored  the  line.  Hancock,  the  superb 
iu-braveryas  well  as  courtliness,  thanked  Gregg  on  the  field  and  complimented 
the  regiment.  Some  of  this  same  crowd  of  infantry  were  behind  the  works, 
holding  their  muskets  over  their  heads  and  firing  over  the  breastworks.  Com- 
missary McDowell  of  our  regiment  after  shaming  them,  took  a  musket  and 
standing  up  squarely  before  the  foe,  showed  them  how  to  shoot.  As  the  regi- 
ment was  falling  back  tov^ards  the  works  at  Reams'  Station,  Chief  Bugler  F. 
F.  Rohm  saw  an  officer  lying  a  short  distance  from  our  column.  He  rode  to 
the  man  and  discovered  it  to  be  a  colonel  of  infantry  who  was  very  weak  from 
loss  of  blood.  He  was  just  able  to  tell  that  his  name  was  Beaver  and  he  was 
colonel  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  "Volunteers.  Rohm 
called  Colonel  Robison's  attention  to  the  officer,  who.  at  once  dismounted  three 
men  and  they,  in  conjunction  with  Rohm,  carried  the  colonel  back  quite  a  dis- 
tance inside  of  works,  thus  saving  to  the  State  ottr  present  gallant  and  popular 
Governor. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  we  reconnoitered  in  front  of  the  Fifth- Corps,  de- 
veloping the  enemy  at  Poplar  Spring  Church.  The  next  morning  the  whole 
division  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  Wade  Hampton,  who  had  captured  the  cattle 
herd  belonging  to  the  army.  He  got  away,  but  only  by  the  skin  of  his  teetlu 
October  27,  we  were  heavily  engaged  on  the  Boydton  Plank  Road.  Our  regi^ 
mfent  on  the  left  of  the  infantry  and  overlapping  it,  lost  heavily,  gallant  old 
Captain  Ressler  being  among  the  wounded. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1864,  an  attack  was  made  on  a  fort  at  Stony  Creek 
Station,  Va.,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  Lee's  communication  southward  andto 
destroy  the  stores  held  there  for  his  army.  The  creek  in  front  of  the  fort  was 
cros.sed  by  a  railroad  bridge,  and  the  Sixteenth  charged  dismounted,  stepping 
from  tree  to  tree  in  the  face  of  the  fire  of  the  occupants  of  the  fort.  It,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  who  went  round,  captured 
the  fort  and  a  number  of  prisoners,  took  possession  of  the  guns,  burnt  the  station 
and  a  large  quantity  of  supplies  ;  among  the  guns  was  a  sixty-two  pounder; 
The  several  commanders  eulogized  the  regiment  for  its  gallantry.  We  know 
ofno  other  fortified  post  being  taken  during  the  war  by  cavalry  by  direct  as- 
sault. At  last  we  are  in  winter  qvjarters  at  Hancock  Station  back  of  and  to  the 
left  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  but  not  for  all  winter,  for  outhe  6th  of  February,  1865, 
Dinwiddie  Court  House  was  visited  and  soon  after  occured  the  battle  of  Hatch- 
er's Run,  in  which  Captain  H,  H.  Wilson  and  Lieutenant  Russell  R.  Pealer 
were  wounded.     As  the  final  struggle  began,  the  cavalry  was  put  in  motion  and 
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novel-  ceased  to  move  until  Appomattox:  sounded  the  death  knell  of  the  rebel- 
lion. On  the  31st  of  March,  the  regiment  was  heavily  engaged,  losing  many 
in  killed  and  wounded.  Every  day  now  we  were  fighting  ;  at  Five  Forks  on 
the  3d  of  April  ;  at  Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek  and  Farmville,  we  lost 
heavily.  At  the  latter  place  Colonel  Kobison  got  his  second  wound  just  two 
days  before  Lee's  surrender.  General  J.  Irvin  Gregg  was  captured  in  a  charge 
made  at  the  same  time  by  the  Sixteenth,  Eighth  and  Fourth  Pennsylvania 
cavalry.  In  Camp  and  Battle  with  the  Washington  Artillery  of  Louisiana, 
page  378,  we  find  this  referred  to  as  follows :  "In  the  afternoon  while  our 
column  was  moving  through  an  old  field  parallel  with  the  wagon  road,  bullets 
began  to  whistle  round  our  ears  and  presently  a  brigade  (Lamels)  of  our  cav- 
alry appeared  on  onr  flank  crying  they  are  coming  !  I  was  marching  at 
my  post  in  the  rear  of  the  column  of  guns  and  feeling  assured  that  the  enemy 
was  upon  us  gave  the  order  at  the  top  of  my  .voice  'Tention  !  File  left  in  bat- 
tery !  with  great  promptness  the  guns  were  wheeled  Into  position  ready  for 
action  just  as  the  Federal  cavalry  came  charging  to  the  crest  of  the  high  ground; 
with  shell  cut  close  for  close  range  and  canister,  our  twelve  guns  were  let  loose 
and  such  a  scattering  I  never  saw  before.  A  brigade  of  infantry,  about  two 
hundred  men,  came  marching  from  the  road  to  our  assistance  and  Mcintosh  and 
I,  now  all  excitement,  drew  our  sabers  and  placed  ourselves  in  front  to  lead 
■them  to  the  charge.  When  our  troops  rejoined  the  column  of  march  they  had 
with  them  as  a  prisoner  of  war  General  J.  Irvin  Gregg.  It  was  fortunate  that 
we  were  there  just  in  the  nick  of  time,  for  had  Gregg  obtained  possession  of 
the  road,  he  stood  d.  good  chance  of  cutting  off  General  Lee  and  staff  and 
capturing  them. "  This  veracious  oflScer  forgets  to  tell  that  Eosser's  cavalry 
division  was' there  too,  and  that  nothing  but  at  least  five  to  one  prevented  us 
from  getting  Mm,  battery  and  wagon  train. 

On  the  9th  of  April  when  the  white  flag  appeared  in  token  of  surrender  the 
regiment  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  in  position  to  compel  the  surrender 
of  many  of  the  enemy  by  force  of  arms.  The  command  now  returned  to 
Petersburg  and  soon  after  was  sent  to  the  North  Carolina  border  to  assist  Sher- 
man, but  Johnston  had  surrendered  and  again  we  went  to  Petersburg  and  from 
thence  soon  after  to  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  where  the  men  longest  in  service 
were  mustered  out  in  June.  The  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  soon  after 
consolidated  with  us  losing  its  regimental  number  and  becoming  part  of  the 
Sixteenth.  On  the  7th  of  August  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Richmond  ; 
our  work  was  done. 

It  is  customary  for  a  certain  class  to  sneer  at  the  cavalry,  but  its  deeds  tell  no 
fairy  tale.  Its  commanders  all  ranked  high.  The  hero  who  sleeps  at  Arling- 
ton, lived  long  enough  to  die  as  commander-in-chief.  Some  of  our  best  died 
in  sight  of  peace,  their  lives  went  out  as  the  glad  pseans  of  victory  were  being 
shouted.  In  thus  erecting  the  deeds  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
we  do  not  seek  to  elevate  it  at  the  expense  of  any  other  organization  ;  for  no 
better  men  lived  than  those  of  the  First  Maine,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  and 
others  of  our  brigade  and  division.  Good  ofiicers  as  a  rule  make  good  men, 
and  we  had  them.  We  were  especially  fortunate  in  our  regimental  com- 
manders. General  Gregg,  Colonfel  Eobison  and  Majors  Swan  and  Robinson, 
were  all  brave,  energetic  and  competent.  Few  of  our  men  were  captured  dur- 
ing our  three  years,  but  of  those  that  were,  most  of  them  lie  at  Andersonville. 
Not  many  officers  were  killed.     They  were  Captain  Ira  R.  Alexander,  Lienten- 
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auts  Gaughey,  Eaines,   Brown,  Day  aud   Brink.     Thirteen  captains  and  ten 
lieutenants  were  wounded.     Several  officers  died  of  disease. 

In  a  book  entitled  Regimental  Losses  in  the  Civil  War  by  William  F.  Fox, 
on  page  484  the  losses  of  the  Sixteenth  are  placed  as  follows  :  Officers  killed, 
5  ;  men  killed,  100  ;  died  of  disease  and  in  prison,  officers,  3  ;  men,  191  ;  total, 
299  or  one  out  of  every  four  while  in  actual  service.  He  says  the  percentage 
of  loss  of  killed  in  soldiers  of  Pennsylvania,  based  upon  the  white  troops,  is 
greater  than  in  the  quota  of  any  Northern  State.  The  high  percentage  of  loss 
in  battle  was  due  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  Pennsylvania  troops  served  in 
Virginia,  where  the  territory  was  better  contested  and  the  war  more  prolonged. 
Then  again  the  Pennsylvania  troops  were  second  to  none.  The  cavalry  of  the 
State  as  a  whole  was  unsurpassed.  They  saw  plenty  of  hard  fighting  and  their 
loss  in  action  exceeds  the  cavalry  losses  of  any  other  State.  In  his  compar- 
ison oi  losses,  only  one  regiment  of  cavalry  in  Pennsylvania  had  more  men 
killed  in  action  than  had  the  Sixteenth,  that  was  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  and 
it  served  a  year  longer.  So  we  stand  second  on  the  list  of  cavalry  regiments 
from  the  State  for  men  killed  in  action.  Beside  the  losses  above,  we  had  225 
men  wounded,  many  of  whom  have  died  since  the  war.  Discharged  on  account 
of  disability,  175  ;  many  of  whom  found  early  graves.  From  the  time  the 
regiment  was  organized  until  the  close  of  the  war,  it  was  always  at  the  front. 
It  never  guarded  rations  or  ammunition,  nor  did  it  ever  have  "  soft  snaps  "  at 
headquarters.  It  participated  in  every  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
from  January,  1863,  making  its  last  charge  on  the  morning  of  I^ee's  surrender 
in  which  some  of  its  men  were  wounded.  Not  less  than  a  hundred  battles  and 
skirmishes  are  emblazoned  on  its  escutcheon ;  many  of  them  fraught  with  the 
gravest  consequences,  such  as  Kelly's  Ford  1st,  Kelly's  Ford  2d,  Stoneman's 
Raid,  jaiddleburg  1st,  Middleburg  2d,  Upperville,  Aldie,  Gettysburg,  Shep- 
lierdstown,  Culpeper,  Hazel  Eun,  Sulphur  Springs,  Auburn,  Bristoe  Station, 
Parker's  Store,  New  Hope  Church,  Todd's  Tavern,  Wilderness,  Sheridan's 
Raid,  .Beaver  Dam,  Fortifications  around  Richmond,  Haw's  Shop,  Mechanics- 
ville,  Trevillian  Station,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Deep  Bottom,  Charles  City  Cro.ss 
Roads,  Reams'  Station,  Boydton  plank  road,  Hatcher's  Run,  Ground  Squirrel 
Church,  Jerusalem  plank  road,  Stony  Creek,  Belfield  Raid,  Dinwiddle 
Court  House,  Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek,  Farmville,  Appomattox.  Many 
of  our  officers  and  men  have  reached  affluence  and  position,  but  many  others 
are  not  here  to-day  because  of  the  poverty  incident  to  sickness  brought  on  by 
exposure  in  their  country's  service.  Nearly  two  thirds  of  the  regiment  have 
mustered  on  the  other  shore.  Peace  is  come  and  the  graves  of  our  dead  are 
more  than  twenty  times  green,  but  they  are  stillfresh  in  our  memories.  Peace 
to  them  ;  peace  to  us  who  follow.  The  sabre  is  rusted,  the  carbine  hangs  upon 
the  wall,  the  revolver  is  covered  with  dust.  The  song  of  the  bullet,  the  shriek 
of  the  shell,  the  thunder  of  cannon,  the  tramp  of  the  steed  and  the  rattle  of 
musketry  are  all  stilled  in  the  blest  era  of  peace.  The  fort  has  fallen  and 
grass  is  growing  where  once  the  tramp  of  the  garrison  made  it  bare,  the  flags 
are  put  away,  the  spider  weaves  his  web  over  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  children 
play  under  the  guns. 

"Under  the  guns  that  long  ago 
Dictated  terms  to  a  sullen  foe. 
Over  the  mouth  ot  theoulverin 
A  silvery  web  the  apiders  spin. " 
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:  But  foT  this  monument  and  these  comrades  we  -might  doutit  the  history  we 
have  recited.  Time  will  make  it  brighter.  Our  children  will  proudly  tell  to 
theirs  in  later  years  that  father  was  at  Gettysburg  a  member  of  that  regiment 
of  noble  deeds,  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 


ADDRESS  OF  BREVET-MAJOR  GENERAL  J.  IRVIN  GREGG 

COMRADES,  surviving  veterans  of  the  Siifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  :— ^ 
I  congratulate  you  that  so  many  of  us  in  the  providence  of  God  are  per- 
mitted to  meet  here  to-day  in  common  with  the  thousands  assembled 
from  all  parts  of  our  country,  and  that  we  are  associating  on  terms  of 
fraternal  relationship  with  those  against  whom  we  were  arrayed-  in  deadly 
hostility  on  this  very  ground  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Then  these  fields 
shook  with  the  tread  of  hostile  armies,  and  the  welkin  rang  with  the  shouts  of- 
contending  hosts  ;  but  now  we  are  mingling  as  brothers  meet  around  the  pater- 
nal board,  and  as  fellow-citizens,  proud  of  a  common,  a  glorious  and  united 
country. 

Our  purpose  here  to-day,  .my  comrades,  is  to  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  an- 
niversary of  the  great  and  decisive  battle  which  occurred  here,  and  this  granite 
personification  of  the  loyal  cavalrymen  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
which  you  have  unveiled  and  now  dedicate  and  place  on  duty  here,  to  keep 
watch  and  guard,  in  silent  loneliness,  beneath  summer's  sun  and  in  winter's 
storms,  for  all  time,  will  bring  to  -the  remembrance  of  the  generations  to  come, 
as  their  gaze  rests  upon  its  stern  features  and  immovable  attitude,  the  duty 
and  devotion  that  held  the  men  of  1863  true  to  their  country  and  the  Union 
throughout  the  unparalleled  war  waged  for  its  destruction. 

This  sculptured  figure  is  not  erected  in  honor  of,  nor  will  it  be  looked  upon 
as  tiie  representative  of  any  individual  man  ;  it  will  be  recognized  as  the  em- 
bodied ideal  of  a  thousand  men  moulded  into  one,  moved  by  one  impulse, 
actuated  by  one  principle  and  controlled  by  one  predominating  sentiment,  that 
of  patriotism. 

This  spot  has  been  selected  and  this  monument  placed  here  because  it  marks 
a  point  on  the  line  of  battle  actually  occupied  by  our  regiment  throughout  the 
third  and  last  day  of  that  gigantic  struggle  which  culminated  in  the  repulse  of 
the  greatest  army  of  the  rebellion,  commanded  by  its  greatest  leader  and  led 
by  his  most  renowned  and  ablest  generals. 

For  two  days  that  magnificent  host  known  as  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, which  in  the  previous  December  had  hurled  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
from  the  heights  of  Fredericksburg,  and  in  the  following  May  by  the  splendor 
of  its  strategy  and  the  brilliancy  of  its  tactics  forced  the  same  army  under' 
Hooker  to  recross  the  Rappahannock,  and  then,  almost  without  molestation, 
established  itself  upon  these  fair  and  fertile  fields,  had  essayed  in  vain  to  Com-- 
pel  Meade  to  let  go  his  hold  upon  Cemetery  Hill  and  the  Round  Tops,  and  now- 
on  the  night  preceding  this  memorable  and  eventful  day,  lay  slumbering  on 
the  western  and  northern  slopes  of  Seminary  Ridge.  The  smoke  of  its  camp- 
fires  ascended  from  the  surrounding  valleys  and  encircling  hills.  Scarcely  a 
sound  disturbed  the  quiet  of  that  midsummer's  night,  but  momentous  issues 
were  in  process  of  evolution,  which  in  due  time  wei-e  destined  to  break  that 
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brooding  arid  portentous  silence  witli  a  thunder-clap  which  would  shake  those 
granite  hills  to  the  center  of  their  foundations.  The  night  passes  slowly  and 
quietly  away,  and  the  morning  ol  the  day  begins  to  dawn  on  which  is  to  be 
decided  for  weal  or  for  woe  the  destiny  of  a  nation.  Harrisbnrg  and ,  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia  and  "Washington  are  menaced,  and  with  their  fall  the  der 
struction  of  free  government,  not  only  in  our  own  beloved  land  but  through- 
out the  world,  is  threatened.  Wearily  the  July  sun  mouuts  towards  the  zenith, 
the.mists  that  hang  low  along  the  hillsides  and  athwart  the  valleys  are  being 
dispersed,  and  still  no  sound  betokens  the  storm  gathering  behind  yonder 
western  line  of  hills.  Nothing  seems  to  indicate  the  fierceness  of  the  tornado 
about  to  burst  in  resistless  fury  upon  this  quiet  scene.  Apprehension,  doubt, 
anxiety,  fills  the  minds  of  all.  The  uncertainty  becomes  unendurable,  and  to 
relieve  the  suspense  you  and  your  comrades  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  First 
Maine  and  the  Tenth  New  York,  are  summoned  from  your  cheerless  bivouac 
on  White's  Run,  up  the  Baltimore  Pike  and  across  to  the  Taneytown  road, 
close  to  the  headquarters  of  the  army.  The  column  halts  for  orders.  They 
come :  "General  Meade  does  not  know  where  the  enemy  is,  and  directs  that 
you  proceed  up  this  road  to  Gettysburg."  Good  bye.  Destruction  or  annihila- 
tion was  imminent. 

.  But  events  determined  that  to  you  and  your  comrades  the  honor  of  opening 
the  great  impending  battle  was  not  to  be  accorded.  Before  the  order  could  be 
executed,  the  information  desired  by  the  commander  of  the  Union  forces  had 
been  communicated  and  you  were  remanded  to  the  scene  of  your  previous  days' 
operations  ;  disappointed,  but  with  the  promptness  and  silence  begotten  of  the 
discipline  learned  in  the  fiery  trials  of  the  past,  you  retraced  your  steps  and 
took  up  your  position  on  this  ground  ;  and  then  a  single  cannon  shot  boomed 
out  upon  the  stillness  of  that  summer  day,  echoing  far  and  wide.  It  was  the 
signal  for  the  fray,  and  its  reverberations  had  scarcely  died  away  amongst  the 
surrounding  hills,  when  from  more  than  a  hundred  guns  the  lightning  flashed 
and  the  thunder  rolled,  ushering  in  the  mighty  storm  which  had  been  gather- 
ing strength  during  those  hours  of  silence  and  uncertainty  and  now  rolled  over 
Seminary  Eidge  and  pressed  forward  like  a  mighty  flood  which  can  no  longer 
be  restrained,  and  in  its  onward  rush  overbears  and  sweeps  from  its  path  every 
obstruction  until  at  last  in  imaginary  triumph  it  rears  its  mighty  crest  in  one 
supreme  and  final  effort  to  engulph  the  last  opposing  barriers  to  its  desolating 
course;  vain  and  futile  effort,  for  as  the  waves  of  ocean  are  dashed  to  spray 
upon  some  stern  and  rock-bound  coast,  so  that  living  wave,  those  mighty  col- 
umns, launched  like  a  thunder  bolt,  recoils  shattered,  broken,  bleeding  from 
the  brave  hearts  and  stout  arms  that  held  the  lines  on  Cemetery  Hill  that  day. 
Nor  is  this  all,  for  as  the  storm  burst  and  poured  out  its  fury  on  Cemetery  Eidge 
a  portion  of  the  cloud  swept  eastward,  with  lightning's  flash,  muttering  thunder 
and  swoop  of  eagle's  wing  sought  to  join  and  mingle  with  its  fierce  allies  in 
the  consummation  of  the  fell  destruction  meditated ;  but  there  too  where 
yonder  shaft  points  heavenward,  were  the  gallant  troopers  of  the  Union,  the 
men  from  Michigan,  from  Maryland,  from  Massachusetts  and  from  Maine, 
from  New  York,  from  New  Jersey  and  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  cloud  again 
recoiled,  hesitated,  broke,  rolled  back  and  away,  and  the  sun  went  down  that 
night  and  the  stars  looked  out  upon  a  broken  army,  a  foiled  and  beaten  foe. 
Slowly,  quietly  and  sorrowfully  that  formidable  host,  beneath  whose  hostile 
tread  the  hills  and  valleys  of  our  grand  old  Commonwealth  for  days  had  then 
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bled,  gathered  up  its  bleeding,  maimed  and  shattered  members,  and  noiselessly 
glided  away. 

The  tide  of  the  rebellion  had  reached  its  highest  mark.  Thenceforth  it  was 
only  to  ebb.  The  handwriting  was  on  the  wall.  No  astrologer  was  needed  to 
give  the  interpretation  thereof,  for  all  knew  there  remained  for  the  Confeder- 
acy only  a  fearful  looking-for  of  judgment. 

The  results  of  the  three  days'  grapple  of  the  mighty  hosts  which  took  place 
in  and  around  yonder  theretofore  obscure  village,  upon  its  picturesque  hills 
and  among  its  lovely  valleys,  will  be  neither  certainly  known,  correctly  de- 
scribed, nor  fully  appreciated,  while  the  actors  in  it  remain  upon  the  scene  ; 
but  the  historian  of  the  futnre,  gathering  up  all  of  fact  and  fiction,  that  will 
have  been  provided  by  such  ceremonies  as  we  are  met  here  to-day,  in  common 
with  the  assembled  thousands  of  our  comrades,  to  perform,  to  those  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  past  and  to  those  which  will  recur  in  the  future,  so  long  as 
any  participants  in  these  momentous  events  shall  survive,  the  granite  monu- 
ments point  to  heaven  or  these  bronze  and  marble  tablets  endure,  will  sum  up 
the  results  and  deduce  the  influences  which  here  had  their  birth  amid  the  roar 
of  cannon,  the  roll  of  musketry,  the  flash  of  saber,  the  clash  of  arms,  and  shouts 
of  contending  hosts,  and  which  ever  since  have  been  flowing  out  in  constantly 
widening  circles  in  blessing  not  only  to  this  but  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

To  these  monuments  being  dedicated  here  to-day,  to  those  heretofore  erected, 
and  to  those  which  hereafter  shall  be  reared,  will  come  in  all  the  ages  through 
which  this  great  nation  is  destined  to  endure,  your  children  and  your  children's 
children,  to  learn  lessons  of  patriotism,  loyalty  and  duty ;  and  not  only  will 
your  descendants  come,  but  those  of  men  who  in  mad  fury  hurled  themselves 
against  your  serried  ranks  in  the  frenzied  attempt  to  disrupt  this  glorious  gov- 
ernment, and  rend  in  twain  this  magnificent  country,  to  admire  the  splendid 
courage  of  their  sires,  and  to  wonder  at  the  amazing  infatuation  that  nerved 
them  to  the  performance  of  such  deeds  of  heroism,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
purposes  so  disastrous. 

Comrades,  in  the  events  which  occurred  during  those  three  memorable  and 
terrible  days  upon  and  among  these  charming  hills  and  valleys  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  and  in  all  the  events  and  operations  which  preceded  and  led  up 
to  the  great  and  decisive  conflict,  you  bore  your  full  share,  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  the  long  and  toilsome  march,  and  the  lonely  midnight  watch  ;  so  that 
to-day  you  may  rightfully  claim  your  meed  of  glory,  in  common  with  the  con- 
gregated thousands  of  your  comrades,  who  are  here  this  day  to  commemorate 
this  quarter  centennial  anniversary  of  the  terrible  contest  which  decided  the 
destiny  of  this  nation,  by  dedicating  these  monuments  which  throughout  the 
ages  are  to  mark  the  spot  on  which  stood  the  loyal  hosts,  and  which  they  con- 
secrated with  their  blood  during  those  supreme  moments  when  a  nation's  fate 
was  trembling  in  the  balance  and  a  nation's  life  was  threatened  by  the  par- 
ricidal hands  of  her  own  children,  reared  upon  her  bosom  and  fostered  beneath 
her  protecting  wings. 

And  now,  my  comrades,  as  the  years  go  by,  one  after  another  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  organization  are  dropping  from  the  ranks  as  they  answer  to  the  last 
roll  call,  and  pass  to  the  other  side  of  the  invisible  river  to  take  their  places  in 
the  ranks  of  that  great  army,  whose  legions  cover  the  hills  and  fill  the  valleys 
of  that  bright  land,  of  which  it  is  written  "  and  there  shall  be  no  night  there, 
and  they  need  no  caudle,  neither  the  light  of  the  sun,  for  the  Lord  God  giveth 
them  light,  and  they  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever. " 
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DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

17^"  REGIMENT  CAVALRY 

September  ii,  1889 
ADDRESS  BY  BREVET  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  THEO.  W.  BEAN 

GREAT  battles  are  fought  to  gain  or  to  maintain  strategic  positions,  and 
are  usually  preceded  by  important  marches  of  the  hostile  armies.  The 
movements  of  Lee's  troops  to  the  Susquehanna,  and  their  operations 
for  three  days  prior  to  the  concentration  of  the  invading  army  on  this 
field,  July  1,  and  the  counter  movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the 
same  period,  presaging  as  they  did  a  tremendous  crash  of  arms,  are  replete 
with  interest  to  the  student  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

The  field  of  active  military  operations  extended  from  the  Potomac  to  the 
-Susquehanna.  Two  veteran  armies  of  100,000  each,  under  skilled  chieftains, 
were  manoeuvering  between  the  two  rivers  for  the  advantage  of  position  in  the 
impending  battle.  The  geographical  extent  of  the  field,  the  open  and  improved 
character  ot  the  country,  suggested  the  employment  of  the  maximum  strength 
of  the  cavalry  forces  operating  with  the  contending  armies.  No  brighter  page 
of  historic  interest,  no  more  sagacious  generalship,  no  truer  devotion  to  duty 
by  the  rank  and  file,  will  be  found  in  the  campaign  of  1863,  than  in  the  history 
of  the  cavalry  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  beginning  at  Beverly  Ford  on 
the  9th  of  June,  and  closing  at  Falling  Waters  on  the  14th  of  July,  1863. 

The  greater  eflScieney  of  the  corps  was  secured  by  adding  preparatory  to  this 
campaign,  a  Third  Division,  and  in  the  promotion  and  assignment  to  brigade 
commands  of  three  distinguished  young  officers.  Generals  Merritt,  Custer  and 
Farnsworth.  The  three  divisions,  as  then  organized,  were  commanded  by  Gen- 
erals Buford,  Gregg,  and  Kilpatrick,  respectively,  and  the  corps  by  Major-Gen- 
eral  Pleasonton.  To  the  First  Division  was  assigned  the  arduous  and  respon- 
sible task  of  covering  the  left  flank  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  its  march 
to  and  into  Pennsylvania,  of  attacking  the  invading  army,  and  forcing  it  to 
battle  on  grounds  of  our  own  selection,  if  possible,  and  then  holding  it  at  bay 
until  supports  could  reach  the  field  of  combat.  It  will  always  be  a  source  of 
martial  pride  to  every  member  of  the  regiment,  whose  memorial  we  this  day 
dedicate  to  immortal  memory,  that  it  was  a  part  of  and  the  only  Pennsylvania 
organization  present  in  the  First  Cavalry  Division,  whose  services  are  so  con- 
spicuously associated  with  the  first  hours,  and  the  first  day  of  the  battle  ot 
Grettysburg. 

General  Bnford's  Division  crossed  the  Pennsylvania  line  in  Franklin  county 
on  the  29th  of  June.  Passing  over  the  South  Mountain,  it  went  into  camp 
near  Fairfield  for  the  night,  in  a  region  abounding  in  forage  and  water  for  our 
jaded  horses,  as  well  as  in  supplies  of  Pennsylvania  bread  and  meat  for  the 
wearied  men  of  the  command.  The  day's  march  was  uneventful,  save  in  the 
short  but  eloquent  speeches  made  by  the  captains  in  obedience  to  orders,  and 
in  the  responsive  and  ringing  cheers  of  the  gallant  soldiers  as  they  marched 
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past  the  trooper  of  Company  G,  who  stood  with  streaming  guidon,  on  the 
boundary  line  of  the  State,  indicating  our  exit  from  doubtful  Maryland  into 
loyal  Pennsylvania. 

The  restful  camp  that  followed  our  march  over  the  mountain  was  memorable 
only  in  the  departure  of  Company  G  on  a  social  visit  for  the  night  to  their 
homes,  at  and  near  Waynesboro,  in  the  exercise  of  authority  reluctantly  given 
them  by  Colonel  Kellogg,  and  their  return  without  a  man  missing  by  sunrise 
on  the  following  morning,  in  fulfilment  of  their  pledge  of  honor.  The  day's 
march  had  a  significance,  however,  far  beyond  the  comprehension  of  the  toiling 
officer  and  soldier  of  the  line.  The  trained  eye  and  splendid  forecast  of  General 
Buford  scanned  with  eager  interest  the  landscape  that  opened  to  his  view  on 
this  mountain  highway.  Gravely  impressed  by  the  importance  of  impending 
events,  Buford  said  to  the  officers  surrounding  him  ' '  "Within  forty-eight  hours, 
the  concentration  of  both  armies  will  take  place  upon  some  field  within  view, 
and  a  great  battle  will  be  fought."  By  the  examination  of  a  local  map  ob- 
tained in  the  neighborhood,  the  remarkable  convergence  of  broad  highways  at 
Gettysburg  was  first  clearly  disclosed  to  the  ofiicers  in  command,  and  indicated 
the  approximate  field  of  the  coming  conflict.  To  this  point,  under  general  in- 
structions, Bufoi'd  hastened  and  directed  his  next  day's  march. 

It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  on  the  evening  of  this  day,  June  29, 
General  Lee  issued  his  order  for  the  concentration  of  his  army  at  Cashtown, 
recalling  General  Ewell  from  the  Susquehanna.  The  march  of  Buford's  column 
northward,  reported  to  Lee  by  his  secret  service,  indicated  the  advance  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  same  direction.  This  movement  precipitated  pre- 
parations for  what  was  then,  as  well  as  subsequently,  believed  to  be  the  gi-eatest 
battle  of  the  war. 

The  advance  of  all  columns  was  upon  Gettysburg  on  the  morning  of  June 
30,  save  that  commanded  by  General  Stuart ;  General  Ewell  from  the  east, 
General  Hill  from  the  north.  General  Longstreet  from  the  west ;  from  the  south, 
General  Buford  on  the  left,  Generals  Gregg  and  Kilpatrick  on  the  right,  cover- 
ing the  capital,  and  the  face  of  the  country  from  Hanover  to  Fairfield.  The 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  a  new  commander,  was  moving  to  strike  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  whenever  found. 

The  movement  of  General  Stuart  on  that  day  was  so  remarkable,  as  seen  in 
the  light  of  subsequent  events,  that  it  should  not  pass  without  notice.  This 
officer,  with  five  thousand  veteran  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Generals 
Fitz  Lee  and  Hampton,  fought  at  Hanover  on  the  29th  of  June,  and  marched 
northward  during  the  following  night,  in  expectation  of  joining  Ewell's  forces, 
then  operating,  as  he  confidently  believed,  on  the  Susquehanna  river.  Colonel 
White's  cavalry  occupied  the  Tork  pike  during  the  30th,  covering  Ewell's  left 
flank  on  the  march  to  Hunterstown.  Noth withstanding  White's  occupation  of 
this  highway  and  Stuart's  desire  to  join  his  friends  who  were  at  least  20,000 
strong,  the  Confederate  cavalry  leader  marched  northward  to  their  rear,  in 
ignorance  of  their  line  of  march,  and  did  not  halt  until  he  reached  Carlisle. 
For  twelve  hours  at  least,  he  was  marching  away  from  the  point  of  concentra- 
tion ;  away  from  his  friends  and  his  enemies,  rendering  himself  and  veteran 
troops  utterly  useless  to  his  profoundly  solicitous  chief.  Considering  the  office 
of  a  cavalry  leader  to  be  the  eye  and  sword  of  his  superior  in  command,  esti- 
mating fairly  the  value  of  Stuart  and  his  corps  to  Lee  on  the  field  of  battle 
July  1,  and  the  reasonable  possibilities  of  his  being  there,  had  he  possessed  him- 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  859 

self  of  the  information  within  liis  po"wer  to  obtain  on  June  30,  it  must  appear 
in  history  M  the  first  of  a  series  of  fatalities,  if  not  blunders,  resulting  in  the 
defeat  of  the  invading  army.  Had  General  Stuart  followed  the  trail  of  Lee's 
retiring  troops,  he  would  have  been  in  front  of  Gettysburg  by  sun-rise  of  July 
1,  and  taking  position  on  the  field  at  that  hour  supported  by  EwelPs  and 
Hill's  infantry,  all  will  admit  that  the  field  of  Gettysburg  would  have  been 
lost  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  with  it  possibly  the  opportunity  of 
inflicting  upon  the  enemy  the  irreparable  injury  they  suffered  by  the  loss  of 
men  and  prestige  in  the  great  battle  that  followed. 

The  right  of  the  line  of  General  Buford's  cavalry,  as  established  here  on  the 
night  of  June  30,  rested  on  the  Harrisburg  pike,  three  miles  east  of  Gettys- 
burg, extending  westward  in  a  semi-circle,  across  the  Carlisle,  Mummasburg, 
Chambersburg  and  Fairfield  roads,  with  the  left  resting  near  the  junction  of 
Marsh  creek  with  Willoughby  run.  The  night  of  June  30  closed  upon  the 
loyal  people  of  the  North  with  no  news  of  importance  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  Its  movements  for  days  prior  had  been  purposely  concealed  from 
the  public,  and  its  exact  whereabouts  at  the  time  was  as  much  of  a  mystery 
to  the  people  of  the  North  as  to  General  Lee.  The  presence  of  the  enemy  in 
force  in  the  Cumberland  Valley,  the  hundreds  of  refugees  with  their  stock  and 
valuables  arriving  at  the  endangered  capitol  of  the  State,  the  stories  of  stampeded 
men  and  excited  women,  furnished  hourly  fresh  material  for  the  reporters  bf 
the  period ;  and  the  daily  press  magnified  the  incidental  brutalities  of  war 
until  the  frightened  people  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  stood  paralyzed,  and  seem- 
ingly at  the  mercy  of  the  invading^  foe.  Critics  abounded  in  those  trying  days, 
and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  thought  sadly  remiss  in  allowing  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia  to  cross  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  The  shock  of  war  was 
alarming  to  the  peace-loving  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  they  rallied 
promptly  to  the  appeals  of  a  great  War  Governor.  The  trail  of  Ewell  was 
closely  followed  by  hastily  equipped  levies  of  patriotic,  though  inexperienced 
troops,  whose  coming  was  hailed  with  a  thrill  of  manly  confidence  by  the 
veteran  army  of  Meade,  then  aligning  the  crested  hills  around  Gettysburg, 
and  waiting  in  grave  suspense  for  the  hour  of  deadly  conflict. 

The  retrospect  would  be  imperfect  without  reference  to  the  sensibilities  and 
emotions  of  those  who  made  home  the  dearest  place  on  earth.  The  experience 
of  the  preceding  battles  and  campaigns  between  these  two  great  armies  left  no 
doubt  of  the  apalling  loss  of  life  that  would  Inevitably  result  from  the  shock 
of  arras  hourly  anticipated.  Doubting  and  timid  minds  saw  in  the  bitter  re- 
verses of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville  the  possibility  of  defeat  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  with  it  a  train  of  humiliating  results  at  home,  and  serious  com- 
plications abroad. 

Sunrise  of  July  1  disclosed  the  enemy's  skirmishers  advancing  on  the  Car- 
lisle and  Chambersburg  roads.  The  battalion  of  the  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  commanded  by  Major  J.  Q.  Anderson,  on  picket  covering  the  Carlisle 
road,  were  the  first  troops  on  the  right  of  the  division  line  to  receive  and  re- 
turn the  fire  of  General  Ewell's  troops.  At  the  same  hour,  a  squadron  of  the 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Dana,  were 
attacked  by  Hill's  infantry  on  the  Chambersburg  pike.  General  Devin  in  his 
official  report  says,  "  My  skirmishers  on  the  right  were  forced  back  by  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  coming  from  the  direction  of  Heidlersbuig. 
Knowing  the  importance  of  holding  that  point  until  the  infantry  could  arrive 
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and  be  placed  in  position,  I  immediately  placed  the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry 
in  support  (of  the  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry)  and  dismounting  the 
rest  of  my  available  force,  succeeded  in  holding  the  rebel  line  in  check  for  two 
hours,  until  relieved  by  the  arrival  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  mass  my  command  on  the  right  of  the  York  road,  and  hold  that  approach." 
The  movement  of  the  Second  Brigade  to  the  right,  covering  the  Harrisburg 
and  York  roads  was  a  necessity  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  these 
highways.  It  was  obvious  that  the  Union  troops  were  vastly  outnumbered, 
and  it  required  the  most  skilful  disposition  of  the  dismounted  carbineers  to 
meet  and  delay  the  enemy's  determined  advance.  Our  comrades  of  the  Seven- 
teenth will  remember,  it  was  at  Gettysburg  that  we  first  used  carbines,  having 
obtained  them  at  Bull  Run  while  on  the  march  to  this  field.  The  line  of  carbi- 
neers of  the  regiment  was  steadily  maintained  on  the  right  until  the  troops  of 
the  Eleventh  Corps  yielded  their  ground  to  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  when  they  promptly  found  their  horses,  and  with  the  infantry,  retired 
towards  the  town. 

There  was  an  episode  connected  with  our  movement  on  the  Harrisburg  pike 
when  near  the  town,  of  a  surprising  character.  The  regiment  was  massed  in 
a  small  field  within  short  range  of  General  Howard's  artillery  on  Cemetery 
Hill.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  batteries,  looking  through  the  dust  and 
smoke  of  the  field,  mistook  the  command  for  the  enemy,  and  turned  their  guns 
upon  us.  A  number  of  shell  exploded  over  and  near  us,  but  no  one  was  in- 
jured. The  command  to  change  our  position  was  promptly  given,  and  we  re- 
call the  fact  that  it  was  executed  with  a  celerity  that  did  credit  to  mounted 
troops.  Grave  fears  for  the  moment  were  felt  by  all,  that  the  guns  firing  upon 
us  might  be  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  in  our  rear  ;  but  a  hasty  reconnais- 
sance made  by  Major  Durland,  and  his  prompt  report,  soon  afforded  us  a  sense 
of  relief 

NOTB, — Two  battalions  of  the  regiment  only  were  on  the  line  of  the  Second 
Brigade  on  the  morning  of  July  1.  Companies  E  and  L  were  ordered  to  the 
support  of  Lieutenant  Calef  s  Battery  A,  Second  United  States  Artillery,  in 
action  with  the  First  Brigade  on  the  Cashtown  road,  and  remained  in  that 
position  until  relieved  by  the  infantry  of  the  First  Corps,  when  they  joined  the 
regiment  on  the  Harrisburg  pike.  Companies  D  and  H,  under  command  of 
Captain  Thompson,  were  on  detached  duty  at  Fifth  Corps  headquarters,  and 
were  present  with  General  Meade  during  the  second  and  third  days  of  the 
battle. 

The  retirement  of  the  troops  from  the  first  to  the  second  position  was  rapid, 
and  the  difScult  task  was  not  executed  without  confusion.  The  broken  lines 
of  battle  were  forced  in  hastily  formed  columns  through  narrow  streets  with 
artillery,  mounted  troops  and  trains.  The  regiment  preserved  its  formation 
throughout  this  trying  ordeal,  and  with  the  brigade  and  division  went  into 
position  on  Cemetery  Hill,  holding  the  extreme  left  of  the  new  line.  The 
Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  placed  in  support  of  Calef  s  Battery, 
while  the  carbineers  of  the  division  were  hastened  to  the  support  ot  the  First 
Corps  in  defeating  the  advance  of  the  enemy  to  the  Emmitsburg  pike. 

The  sun  set  upon  a  hard  fought  field.  The  line  so  gallantly  fought  for  was 
lost,  and  with  it  hundreds  of  unburied  dead,  suffering  wounded,  and  thousands 
of  prisoners.  A  flushed  enemy  pressed  his  temporary  advantage,  and  possessed 
himself  of  the  streets  of  a  town,  in  which  every  public  building  was  a  hospital,. 
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and  every  household  a  place  of  fear  and  sorrow.  The  sweep  of  battle  lines 
from  the  north  and  west  had  driven  scores  of  families  with  their  possessions  in 
hasty  flight  within  the  Union  lines,  where  in  fancied  security,  they  mutely 
witnessed  the  fruit  of  their  toil  converted  into  supplies  for  the  enemy,  or 
burned  to  ashes  between  contending  lines  of  battle.  The  first  day  closed  upon 
an  army  deeply  impressed  with  the  loss  it  had  sustained,  but  undismayed, 
and  with  a  courage  that  could  not  be  broken,  it  fully  realized  that  on  the  mor- 
row the  contest  would  be  renewed  with  longer  lines  and  fiercer  conflicts. 
Day  succeeded  day  of  carnage  ;  and  the  grand  climax  was  reached  when  the 
rebel,  chieftain  hurled  the  pride  of  his  army  against  the  loyal  line,  where  it 
met  a  wall  of  fire  and  steel,  before  which  it  could  not  stand,  beyond  which  it 
could  not  pass,  and  from  -which  it  was  driven  with  a  loss  of  life  and  conse- 
quence of  battle  that  made  those  days  most  memorable  in  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  first  day  merged  into  the  second,  and  the  first  and  second  days  into  the 
third.  A  trinity  of  battle  fires  fused  regiments  and  brigades,  divisions  and 
corps  into  the  intrepid  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  gave  to  freedom's  empire 
the  field  and  victory  of  Gettysburg.  Time  is  disclosing  the  far-reaching 
results  of  issues  met  and  decided  on  this  field.  Posterity  -will  not  pause  be- 
fore this  memorial,  and  inquire  into  the  details  of  the  service  of  Buford's 
Cavalry,  or  of  the  fall  of  Reynolds  on  the  first  day,  the  fall  of  Zook  in  the 
"whirlwind"  of  battle,  or  the  famous  march  of  the  Sixth  Corps  to  the 
imperiled  field  on  the  second  day,  i  r  the  bloody  repulse  of  Longstreefc  on  the 
third  day.  All  days,  all  men,  all  commands  and  all  memorials  will  crystallize 
in  history,  and  the  sole  question  of  our  children  will  be,  "were  yon  with 
Meade  at  Gettysburg?"  The  magnitude  of  the  struggle  will  appear  as  the 
student  reads  the  discouraging  events  preceding  it,  and  the  courageous  endur- 
ance of  an  army  and  a  nation,  that  were  disciplined  by  successive  defeats. 
The  loyal  North  was  deeply  humiliated  by  Bull  Eun.  The  Peninsular  campaign 
was  grievously  disappointing  to  administrative  circles.  Pope's  campaign  and 
Antietam  were  followed  by  a  period  of  despondency  that  deepened  into  abso- 
lute gloom  with  the  deplorable  defeat  at  Fredericksburg.  Inspired  by  a  love 
of  country,  with  dauntless  courage,  the  same  army  was  led  to  another  and  a, 
last  defeat  at  Chancellorsville.  Then  forced  to  a  new  field,  under  a  new 
leader,  gathering  new  strength  from  new  conditions,  it  struck  its  deadliest 
blow,  and  demonstrated  to  friend  and  foe,  that  it  was  invincible. 
,  After  Gettysburg,  the  issue  between  the  North  and  South  was,  to  sagacious 
:3tatesmanship,no  longer  problematical.  Confidence  was  supreme  in  the  Nation's 
last  hope,  the  army,  foreign  complication  was  rendered  remote,  the  Union  was 
"believed  to  be  safe  and  the  destruction  of  the  hostile  army  was  only  a  question 
■of  time,  a  consummation  witnessed  less  than  two  years  later  with  emotions  of 
joy  and  honorable  pride  by  every  survivor  on  the  field  of  Appomattox. 

Time  has  made  sad  havoc  among  those  who  survived  the  engagement,  Meade 
and  Hancock,  Sedgwick  and  Warren,  with  thousands  of  others,  have  joined 
the  silent  and  ever-increasing  majority.  Another  quarter  of  a  century  hence, 
and  by  far  the  greater  number  of  those  present  to-day  will  have  passed  away, 
and  every  survivor  have  reached  his  threescore  years,  soon  to  be  mustered  out 
and  among  the  numbered  dead  of  Gettysburg.  History  will  record  the  splendid 
achievement  of  arms,  the  State  will  ever  pay  deserved  tribute  to  her  valiant 
sons,  whose  distinguished  services  made  this  the  most  memorable  battle-field 
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of  the  great  rebellion.  Posterity  living  in  the  blessings  of  peace,  in  the  hopes 
and  possibilities  of  an  indissolnble  Union,  will  emblazon  every  patriot  grave 
■with  imperishable  glory.  Future  pilgrimages  will  be  made  to  this  field  of 
memorials,  inspiring  future  generations  with  a  love  of  country,  and  a  valor  to 
defend  it  for  ages  to  come. 

The  triumph  of  the  Union,  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  American  Republic  has 
been  the  crowning  glory  of  the  world  in  the  nineteenth  century  of  Christian 
civilization.  The  impulse  of  victory  quickened  the  powers  of  the  Americanized 
Anglo-Saxon,  and  intensified  his  love  of  country,  liberty  and  dominion.  The 
Republic  with  60,000,000  of  people  has  a  base  for  future  empire,  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  nations.  Her  continental  domain,  her  loyalty  of  citizenship, 
her  magnitude  of  resources,  in  peace  and  war,  all  alike  presage  a  future  as  phe- 
nomenally great  as  the  past. 

The  retrospect  from  this  battle-field  goes  beyond  the  rise  of  commonwealths 
and  the  establishment  of  their  unity.  It  comprehends  the  wonderful  providence 
of  mankind  in  securing  to  the  best  type  of  the  race  the  best  portions  of  the 
earth.  The  courageous  manhood  of  the  colonial  fathers  was  repeated  in  the 
men  who  fought  for  and  won  the  field  of  Gettysburg. 

Warlike  and  uncivilized  tribes  peopled  the  continent,  in  waste  four  hundred 
years  ago,  and  resisted  with  savage  impulse  the  advance  of  our  invincible  rate. 
From  the  Atlantic  to  the  AUeghenies,  across  the  broad  prairies  to  the  Rocky 
mountains,  on  to  the  golden  shores  of  the  Pacific,  these  hostile  tribes  have  been 
driven  by  the  American  soldier  and  pioneer.  In  the  track  of  this  continental 
sweep  of  civilization,  we  now  count  the  fruits  of  peaceful  victories  as  paramount 
to  those  of  war.  The  courage  and  endurance  of  the  colonists  gave  to  them  the 
right  of  occupancy  ;  the  revolution,  the  right  of  eniinent  domain  ;  the  war  of 
1812,  the  honor  of  our  flag  on  land  and  sea  ;  the  war  with  Mexico  demonstrated 
our  power  of  continental  conquest,  and  the  war  for  the  Union  secured  the  boon 
of  constitutional  liberty  to  every  soul  born  to  the  republic. 

The  day  and  event  which  bring  us  together  as  participants  in,  and  survivors 
of  the  most  sanguinary  battle  of  the  great  rebellion  is  one  of  unusual  interest. 
The  youth  of  1863  is  the  man  of  middle  age  now,  and  the  man  of  matured 
years  in  that  great  engagement  is  now  a  gray  headed  veteran.  Time  has  left 
its  imprint  not  only  upon  our  features,  but  it  has  left,  let  us  hope,  its  lessons 
of  wisdom,  derived  from  an  honorable  and  arduous  experience.  We  were  called 
to  the  field  in  the  darkest  days  of  the  struggle.  We  responded  to  the  appeal 
of  the  Commonwealth  without  the  incentive  of  bounty,  or  the  spur  of  the  draft, 
and  the  same  Commonwealth,  voicing  the  will  ot  her  patriotic  people  now 
seeks  to  honor  the  command  by  planting  for  us,  on  the  ground  we  helped  to 
make  historic,  a  service  monument  ;  and  in  gratitude  sends  the  survivors  aw 
her  guests  to  the  field  of  honor  to  witness  its  dedication. 

In  our  subsequent  career,  we  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac on  many  bloody  fields  to  final  victory.  And  when  the  Cenfederate  flag 
went  down  at  Appomattox,  the  heresy  of  disunion,  with  the  cause  of*  human 
slavery,  treason  and  rebellion  were  buried  with  it,  with  the  honors  of  war. 
Good  faith  on  the  part  of  those  who  participated  in  that  final  arbitrament  oi' 
arms,  demands  tljat  the  terms  and  conditions  with  the  decrees  of  that  burial 
service  shall  be  righteously  observed,  and  issues,  there  adjusted,  never  more  be 
revived. 

The  ceremonial  event  Ls  one  of  seriousness  and  not  of  morbid  sympathy  or 


Pennsylvania  at  Oettyshnrg.  863 

affectation.  We  stand  among  surviving  men,  whose  eyes  did  not  shed  tears,  and 
whose  cheeks  did  not  pale  or  blanch  amidst  the  roar  of  artillery  or  the  crash 
of  musketry,  when  driven  irom  the  ground  we  now  occupy  to  the  crested  hills 
where  the  victory  was  gallantly  won  by  oar  heroic  comrades.  The  War  did  Bot 
end  with  the  surrender  of  Lee  on  the  Potomac,  as  all  hoped,  and  many  believed 
it  should,  aa  the  sequel  to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  It  was  a  Contest  between 
men  of  the  same  race,  the  issue  involving  the  best  Anglo-Saxon  blood  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  ;  the  armies  marshalled  for  the  conflict  were  greater  in  numbers, 
ranked  higher  in  intelligence  and  were  more  thoroughly  representative  of  pro- 
gressive civilization  than  all  others  since  the  days  and  regime  of  Xerxes.  They 
were  recruited  from  all  grades  and  conditions  ot  society  ;  millionaires  and  me- 
cjianics,  men  of  learning  and  the  children  of  luxury  march  side  by  side  ;  from 
warehouse  and  workshop,  from  farm  and  forge,  from  professional  life  and  the 
homes  of  pinching  want,  men  came  to  do  battle  for  their  country. 

American  ingenuity  and  enterprise,  quickened  by  the  love  of  country  and 
the  reward  of  wealth,  gave  to  the  profession  of  arms  the  most  novel  and  destruc- 
tive weapons  on  land  and  sea,  known  to  mankind,  breech-loading,  revolving 
and  repeating  small  arms,  superior  field  guns  and  ordnance,  improved  signal, 
telegraphic  and  railroad  service,  and  a  revolution  in  the  naval  architecture  of 
modern  nations.. 

. ,  It  was  a  rebellion  of  gigantic  proportions.  Its  long,  death  roll  of  victims,  its 
huge  and  lasting  debt,  its  moral  blight  and  continuing  sorrow,  keenly  felt  upon 
days  of  returning  memory,  mark  the  event  and  period  conspicuously  in  the 
historyof  our  country,  and  command  us  to  profit  by  the  unexampled  experience 
and  sacrifice. 

In  the  enjoyment  of  national  peace  and  matchless  prosperity,  we  come  to 
dedicate  the  offering  of  a  grateful  Commonwealth.  The  deft  hand  of  art  has 
fashioned  in  bold  relief  the  horse  and  man,  a  typical  soldier  of  the  line.  The 
face  and  form  of  the  heroin  granite  still  survives,  and  we  all  rejoice  in  his 
presence  to-day.  This  memorial  to  the  fidelity,  patriotism  and  valor  of  the 
Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  is  as  it  should  be,  among  the  most  enduring 
on  this  historic  field.  It  testifies  to  the  returning  veteran  of  to-day,  as  it  will 
tp  the  youth  of  future  ages,  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  private  soldiers  werg 
held  by  ofdcerg,  comrades  and  Commonwealth  ;  and  when  and  where  the  first 
blood  was  shed  at  .Gettysburg.  The  official  and  approving  tribute  of  the  la- 
mented Buford  to  those  who  served  with  him  on  this  line,  is  a  part  of  our  his7 
tory ;  and  we  now  commit  it,  vrith  this  memorial,  to  our  descendants  for  all 
time  to  come  :  "  The  zeal,  bravery  and  good  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men 
on  the  night  of  June  30,  and  during  July  1,  was  <!ommendable  in  the  extreme. 
A  heavy  task  was  before  us  :  we  were  equal  to  it,  and  shall  all  remember  with 
pride  that  at  Gettysburg  we  did  our  country  much  service." 
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COMRADES,  ladies  and  friends  of  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry;— More  than  twenty-six  years  have  passed  since  upon  this  battle- 
field the  armies  representing  the  embodiment  of  the  forces  then  con- 
tending for  supremacy  in  this  country,  met  in  desperate  conflict.  The 
battle  fought  here,  being  the  first  and  last  that  was  fought  on  distinc- 
tively loyal  ground,  has  made  this  field  more  memorable  than  any  other  of 
the  great  struggle  ;  and  because  of  the  issues  involved,  the  length,  intensity 
and  fierceness  of  the  combat,  the  numbers  engaged,  and  the  results  that  fol- 
lowed. Gettysburg  has  become  one  o£  the  most  distinguished  spots  on  the  face 
of  the  globe.  And  this  would  be  true  if  no  monument  marked  the  line  where 
the  conflict  raged,  and  if  no  mound  of  earth  were  heaped  about  the  now  silent 
forms  of  those  who  fell,  and  who,  by  their  falling,  testified  the  devotion  they 
had  for  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged.  This  historic  field  marks  the 
high-tide  of  the  great  rebellion.  The  veterans  under  Lee,  flushed  with  a  series 
of  successes  that.rendered  them,  in  their  own  esteem,  invincible,  came  to  this 
field  with  the  eclat  of  victory  almost  sounding  in  their  ears,  and  with  a  full 
realization  of  the  consequence  of  the  defeat  of  the  Union  arms.  The  grand 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  hampered  by  the  orders  constantly  given  to  guard  the 
National  capital,  with  every  movement  partially  crippled  by  the  controlling 
idea,  yet  loyal  to  the  core,  and  determined  to  do  or  die,  in  the  effort  to  pre- 
serve the  Union,  menanced  also  by  foes  at  home  and  abroad,  came  to  these 
heights  with  a  resolution  such  as  had  at  no  time  met  the  enemy  before,  and 
throughout  the  fierce  contest,  it  held  its  ground  with  a  tenacity  of  purpose  that 
showed  death  alone  could  break  the  line  sufficiently  for  the  enemy  to  pass.  As 
one  of  the  regiments  which  took  part  in  this  battle,  and  in  the  exciting  scenes 
and  incidents  that  form  the  history  of  the  great  struggle,  we  meet  to-day  on 
this  historic  field. 

The  grand  old  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  true  to  the  instinct  that 
caused  her  sons  in  1861,  '62  and  '63  to  lay  aside  the  implements  of  peace,  and 
with  an  alacrity  theretofore  xinkuown,  seize  those  of  war,  and  go  to  the  rescue 
of  the  national  life  regardless  of  consequences  personal  to  themselves,  as  a 
tribute  to  their  devoted  loyalty,  has  provided  means  whereby  in  granite,  in 
marble,  or  in  bronze,  the  part  they  took,  and  the  places  whereat  they  stood 
m  the  battle  line  shall  be  marked  and  known.  Supplementing,  as  this  act  ol 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  does,  the  private  enterprise  of  many  of  the  regiments 
engaged,  and  the  similar  action  of  many  loyal  States,  it  has  come  to  be,  that 
the  history  of  Gettysburg  can  be  read  in  the  monuments  which  mark  and  dot 
the  battle  line  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  now,  "he  who  runs  may  read  " 
the  story  of  the  conflict  and  of  the  men  who  participated  in  it. 

The  boulevard  opened  by  the  Gettysburg  Battle-field  Memorial  Association 
marks  the  whole  line  of  battle  of  the  last  day's  struggle.     It  is  fitting  that,  on 
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this  line,  every  foot  of  which  has  been  moistened  with  the  life-blood  of  some 
loyal  son,  and  every  rod  of  which  is  now  lighted  up  with  the  reflection  from 
some  polished  shaft  erected  to  mark  the  flood  tide  of  the  heroism  of  the  regi- 
ments that  stood  and  knew  no  yielding,  we,  the  survivors  of  the  Eighteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  should  meet  and  solemnly  dedicate  this  monument, 
which,  on  this  same  extended  line,  has  been  erected  on  the  spot  where  we  stood 
that  day,  as  a  memento  of  the  fact  that  we  participated  in  the  grand  event. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  appropriating  the  fund  to  meet  its  cost,  evinces 
a,  recognition  of  the  services  we  there  rendered,  and  a  tender  love  and  sympathy 
for  the  memories  of  those  who  in  the  conflict  fell  and  gave  their  lives  as  a 
sacrifice  to  the  altar  of  the  country.  And  in  rearing  this  monument  and  dedi- 
cating it  to  the  world,  along  with  the  long  number  of  others  already  placed 
and  dedicated,  another  witness  is  added,  to  bear  testimony  forever,  to  the 
faithful  service  and  the  terrible  sacrifice  that  was  made  to  preserve  and  per- 
petuate the  Government  of  our  fathers. 

No  one  can  ever  properly  or  fully  appreciate  the  sacrifices  made  by  those 
who  entered  the  service  of  the  country,  to  scotch,  and  then  stamp  out  the 
Great  Rebellion,  unless  the  circumstances  then  surrounding  are  taken  into 
account.  This  Nation  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  had  comparatively  no 
trained  soldiers.  For  more  than  a  generation  preceding,  the  yeomanry  of  the 
land  had  been  taught  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace.  The  swords  and  guns  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  Yorktown,  while  traditions  of  the  conflicts  that  gave  them 
prominence  were  still  lovingly  treasured,  had  been,  in  fact,  beaten  into  plow- 
shares and  pruning  hooks  ;  and  resting  under  the  supposed  protection  of  the 
mighty  aegis  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land,  the  minds  of  nearly 
all  turned  to,  and  thought  had  crystalized  on  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  trade, 
commerce  and  agriculture.  Those  who  had  been  taught  in  the  schools  the 
theory  of  war  could  almost  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one's  hand.  The 
shock  of  battle,  and  the  duties  and  hardships  of  camp,  were  experiences  new, 
and  to  all  untried. 

It  is  true  much  had  been  said  and  threatened  by  the  men  of  the  South  who 
iStirred  up  the  conflict,  but  to  those  of  the  North  who  prized  liberty,  and  who 
felt  the  thrill  of  patriotic  love  which  knit  them  to  their  country,  the  threats 
were  considered  as  idle,  and  the  mutterings  they  gave  forth,  but  as  empty 
vaporings.  They  could  not  believe  the  purpose  to  break  up  the  Government 
was  seriously  entertained,  and  never  until  the  shot  went  crashing  through  the 
walls  of  Sumter,  did  they  waken  to  the  sense  of  the  awful  reality.  Then  at 
once,  as  if  by  magic,  the  dormant  patriotism  of  the  people  stirred  as  in  a  whirl- 
wind's rush.  Men  stopped  not  to  count  the  cost,  but,  in  every  department  of 
peaceful  pursuit,  they  laid  aside  the  implements  of  peace  and  began  to  prepare 
for  war.  The  plough  was  literally  left  standing  in  the  furrow  of  the  half 
turned  field.  The  sound  of  the  anvil,  the  rush  of  the  plane,  and  the  busy 
whirl  of  the  spindle  ceased.  The  merchant's  clerk  left  his  scissors  and  yard 
stick,  the  lawyer  his  briefs,  and  the  scholar  his  books.  The  campus  of  schools 
and  colleges  became,  instead  of  play  grounds  of  students,  the  drill  grounds 
for  the  same  young  men  who  had  caught  the  fever  of  patriotic  fervor.  The 
spirit  of  the  Spartan  possessed  wives,  mothers,  sisters  and  sweethearts,  and 
they,  while  awed  with  the  shadow  of  a  great  fear  as  to  the  result,  yet,  cheer- 
fully, though  tearfully,  bade  their  loved  ones  go,  and  die  if  need  be  in  defense 
of  the  Country's  flag. 
55 
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The  war  had  progressed  more  than  a  year  before  the  organization  of  the 
Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  commenced.  Some  of  the  officers  and  many 
of  its  members  had  gone  into  the  service  at  the  call  of  the  President" for  the 
first  75,000  three  months'  volunteers,  and  had  from  that  service  been  discharged. 
Under  the  call  of  the  President,  issned  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1862,  for  three 
hundred  thoiisand  Toiunteers,  it  came  into  being.  It  was  a  volunteer  regiment, 
the  men  going  from  their  homes  into  it  from  a  sense  of  the  duty  they  owed 
their  country.  They  were  not  spurred  on  to  take  this  step  by  any  sudden 
impulse  of  patriotism,  aroused  by  the  first  flashes  of  the  great  conflict,  but 
they  volunteered  and  went  to  the  front,  after  the  land  had  been  filled  with 
mourners,  and  after  most  of  them  had  followed  loved  ones,  sent  home  from  the 
front  to  die,  to  their  graves.  They  went  when  what  this  cruel  war  meant  was 
fully  known  and  realized,  and  at  a  time  when  the  fortunes  of  the  contest 
seemed  to  be  most  favorable  for  the  enemy.  Amid  the  depression  caused  by 
the  disaster  to  the  Union  arms  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1862,  the  Eigh- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry  came  into  existence.  It  was  a  noble  body  of 
men.  They  went  from  their  homes  impelled  by  a  love  of  country  and  a 
supreme  conviction  of  duty,  and  none  braver  or  truer  than  they  ever  went  to 
battle.  It  would  be  a  grateful  task  to-day  in  this  presence  to  call  the  roll  of 
the  honored  dead  and  mention  personally  the  names  and  deeds  of  each  one  of 
our  number  who  fell  in  the  long  contest.  They  are  too  many  for  this.  You 
will  each  recall  them  and  how  they  went  down  to  death,  and  to-day  as  eack 
one  of  us  re-reads  the  list  by  memory  the  tear  will  steal  unbidden,  and  we  will 
all  rise  to  a  loftier  estimate  of  our  country's  worth,  and  be  filled  with  a  deeper 
love  for  its  flag  than  we  have  ever  been  before. 

The  organization  began  in  August,  1862,  and  was  not  completed  until  Novem- 
ber, 1862,  by  the  combination  of  the  first  ten  companies.  L  and  M  joined  the 
regiment  afterward  to  complete  the  quota  of  companies.  We  did  not  take  part 
in  any  of  the  battles  of  1863.  All  the  companies,  except  L  and  M,  were 
mustered  in  at  Camp  Simmons,  afterward  called  Camp  Curtin,  near  Harris- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  from  August.  1862,  to  October,  1862,  and,  having  received 
horses  and  saddles  at  Camp  McClellan  (but  no  arms),  we  were  sent  to  Wash- 
ington by  rail  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of  December,  1862,  and  went  into  camp 
at  Eladensburg,  Maryland.  Thence  January  1,  1863,  we  moved  across  the 
Potomae  on  to  the  heights  just  beyond  the  end  of  the  Long  Bridge,  and  thencfr 
January  8,  1863,  to  Germantowu,  two  miles  beyond  Fairfax  Court  House,  Vir- 
ginia. There,  without  arms,  save  an  old  sabre  and  a  condemned  carbine,  we 
were  sent  on  scouts  and  on  picket  duty,  watching  against  the  ever  alert 
Colonel  Mosby,  and  it  was  not  until  the  third  day  of  April,  1863,  that  we  were 
supplied  with  pistols  as  a  part  of  our  weapons.  The  time  was  passed  in  drill 
and  preparation  for  the  real  war  we  knew  was  before  us,  but  the  first  exposures 
of  camp  life  at  Long  Bridge  and  Fairfax,  and  hardships  of  scouting  and 
picket  duty,  that  winter  of  1862-3,  carried  as  many  men  to  their  graves  as  were 
lost  during  any  other  similar  period  of  the  regiment's  service. 

As  near  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  from  the  muster  rolls  on  file  with 
the  Adjutant  General,  and  from  the  daily  diary  kept  by  some  of  the  officers  ot 
the  regiment,  and  other  sources  of  the  most  trustworthy  information,  the  casu- 
alties in  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  during  the  term  of  its  service  were  : 
killed  in  action  and  died  of  wounds  received  in  action,  five  officers  and  fifty- 
six  enlisted  men  ;  died  of  disease  and  other  causes  unknown,  two  officers  and 
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two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  enlisted  men  ;  making  a  total  death  roll  of  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two.  Of  those,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  died  in  Con- 
federate prisons,  and  their  hones  have  been  gathered  in  the  beautiful  cemeteries 
in  the  South,  so  generously  provided  and  so  jealously  guarded  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  which  they  gave  their  lives.  The  records  show  that  eight  officers  and 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  enlisted  men  were  wounded  in  action,  and  that 
thirteen  officers  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  enlisted  men  were  captured 
in  battle,  making  an  aggregate  of  killed,  wounded,  died  and  missing  of  the 
regiment  eight  hundred  and  twelve.  Eliminating  those  numbered  twice  in  the 
above  listing,  on  account  of  being  wounded  or  captured  and  afterwards  dying, 
the  actual  figures  for  killed,  wounded,  died  and  captured  are  six  hundred  and 
sixty-eight. 

The  following  short  summary  of  the  regimental  history  may  be  ot  interest 
to  you  all. 

Under  the  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  issued  the  2d  day  of 
July,  1863,  the  various  companies  of  the  regiment  were  recruited,  and  on  ap- 
plication of  the  officers  chosen  by  the  companies  respectively,  the  Government 
furnished  transportation  to  them  from  the  places  of  enrolment  to  Harrisbnrg. 
Companies  A,  C  and  G  were  recruited  in  Greene  county  ;  Companies  B  and 
D  in  Crawford  county  ;  Company  E  in  Dauphin  county  ;  Company  F  in  Wash- 
ington county  ;  Company  H  in  Allegheny  county  ;  Company  I  in  Lycoming 
county  ;  Company  K  in  Cambria  county  ;  Companies  L  and  M  in  Philadelphia 
and  Montgomery  counties. 

Very  few  of  the  companies  were  full  when  they  arrived  at  the  camp  of 
rendezvous  and  the  draft  made  by  the  Government  about  that  time  was  on. 
Many  men  drafted  were  hiring  substitutes,  and  these  substitutes  were  allowed 
to  go  into  the  companies  to  fill  them  up  to  their  maximum.  They  were  many 
of  them  professional  bounty  jumpers,  and  in  order  to  carry  out  their  purpose, 
deserted  at  the  first  favorable  moment.  This  fact  accounts  for  the  large  lists 
marked  ''  deserter,"  which  appear  on  the  companies'  rolls.  The  mass  of  the 
regiment,  made  up  of  volunteers  from  the  various  counties  named,  were  good 
men  and  true,  and  the  record  they  left  of  bravery  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  country  fully  attests  this  fact. 

The  regiment  was  furnished  horses  at  Harrisburg  about  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  it  moved  to  camp  at  Bladensburg,  Maryland,  and  then  was  partially 
armed  and  equipped  and  did  its  first  drilling.  On  January  1,  1863,  it  moved 
across  Long  Bridge  into  Virginia,  and  for  two  weeks  camped  near  the  end  of 
the  bridge  on  the  Virginia  shore.  It  was  then  moved  to  Germantown,  Vir- 
ginia, two  miles  west  of  Fairfax  Court  House,  on  the  Little  Eiver  turnpike. 
About  the  1st  of  February,  1863,  Companies  L  and  M  were  added,  and  the  or- 
ganization was  completed  with  the  following  field  officers  :  T.  M.  Bryan,  Jr., 
colonel ;  James  Gowan,  lieutenant  colonel ;  Joseph  Gilmore,  W.  B.  Darling- 
ton and  Henry  B.  VanVoorhis,  majors.  It  was  first  brigaded  with  the  Fifth 
New  York  and  the  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  to  which  was  added  the  First  West 
Virginia  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Percy  Wj'ndham.  This  brigade 
was  afterwards,  in  the  early  spring  of  1863,  associated  with  a  Michigan  Cavalry 
Brigade  and  formed  a  division  known  as  Stahel's  Division,  under  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Julius  Stahel.  This  became  the  Third  Division,  Cavalry 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac  ;  and  the  regiment  served  in  it  until  practically 
the  close  of  the  war — under  General  Judson  Kilpatrick,  from  June  28,  1863, 
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to  about  the  10th  of  March,  1864  ;  under  General  James  H.  Wilson,  from 
March  10,  1864,  to  October  1,  1864  ;  General  George  A.  Custer,  from  October 
1,  1864,  to  the  12th  day  of  March,  1865.  At  this  time,  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Jubal  Early  was  captured  by  the  Cavalry  Corps  under  General  Sheridan 
at  Waynesboro,  Virginia,  and  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  and  the  Fifth  New- 
York  Cavalry  were  detailed  to  conduct  the  prisoners,  then  taken  back  to  Win- 
chester. The  remainder  of  the  brigade  continued  on  with  General  Sheridan 
in  his  great  march  to  join  General  Grant's  army  at  Petersburg,  and  the  end 
came  so  soon  that  the  regiment  did  not  again  join  the  old  brigade,  but  re- 
mained on  special  detached  duty  around  Winchester,  Virginia,  and  Cumber- 
land, Maryland,  until  partly  mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  and  partly  con- 
solidated with  and  made  a  part  of  the  Third  Provisional  Cavalry,  which  was 
finally  mustered  out  October  31,  1865. 

The  part  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  took  in  the  memorable 
struggle  which  culminated  at  Gettysburg  requires  the  following  statement  of 
facts  and  dates.  On  the  31st  day  of  June,  1863,  the  division  to  which  it  was 
attached  broke  camp  at  Fairfax  Court  House.  The  air  was  full  of  rumors  of 
the  northward  march  of  Lee,  and  the  distant  sound  of  artillery  could  be  heard 
in  the  direction  of  the  Blue  Eidge.  To  test  the  truth  of  the  rumored  move- 
ment, and  to  see  whether  it  was  true  that  Lee  was  beyond  the  mountains  in 
the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  Stahel's  Division  moved  down  the  pike  to  Cen- 
terville,  thence  across  the  Bull  Run,  over  the  twice  fought  field,  along  the 
Warrenton  pike,  to  Warrenton,  and  thence  to  Waterloo  Ford  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock river.  Finding  no  enemy,  a  rapid  retreat  was  made  over  the  same 
ground.  A  bivouac  of  one  day  and  night  in  the  old  camp  at  Fairfax  Court 
House,  and  with  the  rising  sun  of  the  25th  day  of  June,  1863,  the  division 
started  for  Maryland.  The  Potomac  was  crossed  on  the  26th  of  June,  at  Ed- 
wards' Ferry,  and  that  night  was  bivouacked  at  Urhana.  The  next  day  we 
passed  through  to  Middletown.  The  28th,  we  moved  back  through  Frederick, 
and  camped  about  three  miles  northeast  of  that  place.  General  Stahel  was 
here  relieved  from  command  of  the  division  and  General  Judson  Kilpatrick  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead,  and  Elon  J.  Farnsworth  was  made  a  brigadier  general 
and  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  in  which  was  the  Eigh- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  General  George  A.  Custer  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  the  division,  thus  formed,  being  the  Third 
Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  After  being  reviewed  by  General 
Pleasonton,  major  general  commanding  the  Cavalry  Corps,  we  encamped  for 
the  night,  and  the  next  day,  the  29th  of  June,  moved  to  Littlestown,  Pennsyl- 
vania. We  shall  all  ever  remember  the  enthusiasm  of  the  loyal  men  and  wo- 
men of  this  little  Pennsylvania  town,  and  how  with  patriotic  songs  and  cheers, 
they  entertained  us  and  fed  us  as  we  halted  in  the  main  street  of  the  village. 
To  such  scenes,  inspiring  devotion  and  intensifying  patriotic  fervor,  the  Con- 
federate had  been  long  accustomed,  for  the  march  and  camp  and  battle  had 
before  that  been  on  his  own  soil,  and  in  the  midst  of  sympathizing  friends. 
But  the  reverse  had  been  true  of  the  boys  in  blue,  and  now,  on  loyal  soil,  the 
cheers  and  hurrahs  of  fair  maidens  and  gray-haired  patriots  gave  the  contest  a 
new  meaning,  the  full  effect  of  which  was  never  fully  known  and  felt  until  the 
smoke  of  battle  lifted  from  the  field  of  Gettysburg  and  hovered  over  the  vic- 
torious Union  army. 

The  30th  day  of  June,  1863,  brought  the  first  real  engagement  in  which  the 
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Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  took  part  as  a  regiment.  It  was  known  that 
the  dashing  Confederate  cavalry  leader,  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  with  his 
command,  had  heeu,  in  the  contests  of  the  previous  days,  cut  off  and  separated 
from  the  main  army  of  General  Lee,  and  was  moving  in  the  vicinity  of  where 
we  then  were  ;  but  his  precise  whereabouts  were  unknown.  The  mission  of 
Kilpatrick's  Cavalry  was  in  part  to  intercept  him,  and  prevent  his  return  to 
join  Lee,  but  it  was  not  thought  we  were  in  such  close  proximity  to  him  as 
we  in  fact  were  on  this  30th  of  June.  We  left  Littlestown  early  in  the  morn- 
ing and  moved  in  the  direction  of  Hanover.  The  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  had  the  rear  of  the  line,  and  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Potter,  with  about 
twenty-five  men  from  L  and  M  companies,  had  the  extreme  rear  of  the  regi- 
ment with  orders  to  keep  a  sharp  outlook  for  the  enemy.  Just  after  the  main 
body  of  the  brigade  had  passed  through  Hanover,  and  the  Eighteenth  had  en- 
tered the  town,  this  rear  guard  was  suddenly  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  ap- 
peared on  a  nearly  parallel  road,  and  Potter  was  driven  upon  the  main  part  of 
the  regiment,  which  had  reached  Hanover,  as  stated,  and  had  halted  in  the 
main  street  of  the  town,  accepting  the  hospitalities  of  the  good  people  of  the 
place.  For  a  moment  all  was  confusion.  The  impetuous  charge  of  the  enemy 
brought  some  of  their  troops  in  the  midst  of  our  men,  and  hand-to-hand  con- 
tests were  had  with  the  saber.  In  a  few  moments  the  Eighteenth  rallied  and 
with  the  Fifth  New  York  Cavalry  drove  the  charging  party  back  on  their  re- 
serves. They  in  turn  charged  us  and  drove  us  back,  when  a  second  time  they 
were  driven  back.  The  enemy  then  changed  their  position  to  the  right  and 
OQe  of  the  Michigan  regiments  was  pushed  forward  to  meet  them  there.  The 
Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  and  the  Fifth  New  York  dismounted  and  pushed 
forward  as  skirmishers,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  out  of  the  town.  The 
losses  to  the  Eighteenth  in  this  battle  were  three  killed,  twenty-four  wounded 
and  fifty-seven  missing,  total  eighty-four  men.  The  command  left  Hanover 
about  2  p.  m. ,  and  moved  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Harrisburg.  We  passed 
through  Abbottstown  and  reached  Berlin,  fifteen  miles  from  Harrisburg,  biv- 
ouacking there  on  the  night  of  July  1.  All  that  day  as  we  marched,  the  dis- 
tant boom  of  the  cannon  could  be  heard  in  the  direction  of  Gettysburg,  for 
there  was  then  going  on  the  terrible  contest  of  the  first  day.  On  the  2d  of 
July,  we  turned  back  and  moved  rapidly  towards  Gettysburg.  The  sound  of 
the  conflict  was  sufficient  guide.  The  peaceful  and  fertile  fields  of  Pennsyl- 
vania never  looked  prettier  than  did  they  that  day,  as  they  waved  with  their 
weight  of  golden  grain,  all  unconscious  of  the  carnage  that  was  reddening  the 
fields  of  the  beautiful  valley  of  Gettysburg.  We  all  felt  that  the  contest  was 
on  which  would  decide  the  Nation's  fate.  On  we  rode,  no  man  left  his  place, 
no  man  faltered,  as  with  set  lips  and  mayhap  blanched  faces,  we  moved  on  to 
Gettysburg.  Passing  through  Abbottstown  and  New  Oxford,  we  came  to 
Hunterstown  late  in  the  evening,  and  here  for  the  first  time  saw  the  smoke  of 
battle  and  met  the  enemy.  They  charged  our  column,  but  were  repulsed  after 
a  short  engagement.  At  dark  we  fed  our  horses  and  lay  down  on  the  grass  to 
rest,  expecting  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  but  soon  "boots  and  saddles ''  sounded, 
and  we  moved  silently  around  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  July  3,  we  joined  the  main  army  on  the  heights  of  Gettysburg. 
Halting  only  for  a  short  rest  at  the  junction  of  Rock  Creek  and  Baltimore  pike, 
our  (Farnsworth's)  brigade  moved  rapidly  to  the  left  of  the  Union  line,  passing 
Little  Round  Top  and  Big  Round  Top  until  we  reached  thepositiou  just  tothe 
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rear  of  where  we  now  are,  and  where  this  monument  stands,  and  this  position, 
with  but  slight  changes,  was  maintained  until  the  battle  ended  with  the 
Waterloo  of  the  rebellion. 

The  brigade,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Farnsworth,  and  to  which  he  had 
been  assigned  on  the  28th  of  June  at  the  time  General  Kilpatrick  assumed 
command  of  the  Third  Cavalry  Division,  consisted  of  the  Fifth  New  York, 
First  Vermont,  First  West  Virginia  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  regi- 
ments. This  brigade  alone  accompanied  General  Kilpatrick  to  this  position  on 
the  line  of  battle,  the  Second  Brigade  under  General  Custer,  having  been  sent 
to  the  right  to  aid  General  Gregg.  With  Captain  Elder's  battery  of  artillery, 
we  took  position  in  the  woods  to  the  rear  of  where  we  now  stand,  and  the 
Eighteenth  was  part  of  the  time  supporting  this  battery,  and  part  of  the  time, 
until  about  3:30  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  skirmish  line  to  the  left  of 
this  point,  and  at  one  time  part  of  the  companies  on  the  skirmish  line  were 
over  to  the  left  so  far  as  to  almost  reach  the  Emmitsburg  road.  After  the 
severe  and  awful  artillery  duel,  preceding  the  charge  of  Pickett  on  the  center 
of  the  line  of  battle,  had  spent  itself,  and  the  charge  itself  had  been  made 
into  that  "mouth  of  hell,  "  the  enemy  in  our  front  seemed  stirred  up  with  an 
unusual  activity,  the  cause  of  which  was  General  Merritt's  approach  on  the 
Emmitsburg  road.  This  new  and  unknown  force  seriously  menanced  the  Con- 
federate position,  and  this,  combined  with  the  proximity  of  Farnsworth's 
Brigade,  caused  the  enemy's  movements.  About  four  o'clock,  it  seems  to  me, 
though  I  know  others  have  fixed  the  time  an  hour  later,  the  command  came  to 
the  Eighteenth  to  forward.  With  Colonel  Brinton  in  command  (and  a 
braver  man  than  he  never  drew  sabre),  we  moved  into  the  edge  of  an  open 
space  in  the  timber  and  formed.  The  First  West  Virginia  was  on  our  immedi- 
ate right  and  the  First  Vermont  was  on  their  right,  and  the  Fifth  New  York 
was  in  whole,  or  part,  supporting  the  battery.  Just  at  the  time  that  General 
Farnsworth  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  the  First  Vermont  and  the  First  West 
Virginia  moved  down  through  the  woods  on  the  charge  so  gallantly  made,  and 
in  which  he  rode  to  his  (ieath,  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  also  charged,  mov- 
ing directly  to  the  front  through  the  open  space,  beyond  which  it  had  formed 
as  stated,  and  down  through  the  thick  timber  and  over  boulders  towards  the 
enemy's  line.  Shells  were  flying  thick  and  fast  over  our  heads  as  we  went,  cutting 
off  an  occasional  limb  from  the  trees,  and  a  rattling  fire  of  musketry  was  coming 
from  the  front.  The  high  firing  from  the  enemy  alone  saved  us  from  terrible 
loss.  Owing  to  the  brush  and  thick  woods,  we  did  not  discover,  until  we  had 
gone  almost  through  the  timber  and  could  begin  to  see  in  the  opening  beyond, 
that  the  enemy  was  lying  behind  a  stone  fence  that  skirted  the  woods  and 
separated  them  from  the  fields.  By  this  line  so  posted,  the  charge  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  repulsed.  It  was  behind  this  fence  that  the 
First  Texas,  of  General  Law's  Division,  lay,  and  it  was  undoubtedly  the  Eigh- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  whom  General  Law  was  speaking,  when  in 
his  article  on  "The  Struggle  tor  Eound  Top,  "  as  published  in  the  Century 
Magazine,  he  says  ;  "Farnsworth's  Brigade  charged  the  line  held  by  the  First 
Texas  Regiment.  It  was  impossible  to  use  our  artillery  to  any  advantage 
owing  to  the  close  quarters  of  the  attacking  cavalry  with  our  own  men,  the 
leading  squadrons  forcing  their  horses  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the  rifles  of 
our  infantry.  That  portion  of  the  cavalry  which  covered  the  front  of  the  First 
Texaa  Regiment  was  handsomely  repulsed  ;  but  the  First  Vermont  Regiment, 
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forming  the  Federal  right  wing,  overlapped  the  First  Texas  on  its  left,  and 
striking  the  skirmish  line  only,  rode  through  it  into  the  valley  in  rear  of  our 
main  line  on  the  spurs  of  Round  Top.  "  This  statement  of  General  Lavr  cor- 
responds almost  exactly  with  the  facts  as  I  remember  them,  so  far  as  they  had 
transpired  up  to  the  time  just  before  the  repulse,  when  I  was  wounded  in  the 
head  by  a  minie  ball  and  conducted  by  Dr.  Sharpe,  the  regimental  surgeon  who 
accompanied  us  in  the  charge,  I  was  taken  to  the  field  hospital  in  the  rear. 
Twenty-six  years  have  wrought  great  changes  in  the  topography  of  the  country 
and  of  this  field,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  charge  we  made  on  that  day  was 
over  or  very  near  the  spot  where  this  memorial  shaft  now  stands. 

For  reasons  \inknown  to  me,  the  part  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
took  in  this  memorable  contest  has  never  been  properly  stated  by  any  who  have 
attempted  to  detail  the  action  of  General  Kilpatrick  in  connection  with  the 
battle.  The  fact  is  that  at  the  very  time  that  General  Farnsworth,  at  the  head 
of  the  two  squadrons  of  the  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  charged  through  the  gap  in 
the  enemy's  line,  and  thence  to  his  death,  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
charged,  without  any  hesitation,  upon  a  solid  regiment  of  the  enemy,  intrenched 
behind  a  stone  wall  in  its  front.  The  whole  obj  ect  of  the  manoeuvering  of  Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick  on  that  day  against  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  line,  was 
to  divert  his  attention  so  as  to  prevent  a  massing  of  his  forces  on  General  Meade's 
center.  That  it  had  the  desired  effect,  and  that  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  bore  its  full  part  in  this  strategic  movement  is  well  known  to  those 
who  have  studied  the  history  of  this  battle  in  the  light  of  well  authenticated 
facts,  and  it  is  also  fully  corroborated  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  General 
Law  of  the  Confederate  army,  who,  in  writing  his  statement  before  referred  to, 
as  published  in  the  Century  Magazine,  for  a  wholly  different  purpose,  has  inad- 
vertently explained  why  he  was  held  to  his  position  on  the  extreme  right  of 
Lee's  line.  The  fact  is,  that  on  the  second  day  of  the  battle.  Hood's,  General 
Law's  Division  (Longstreet's  right),  had,  in  the  brilliant  and  almost  successful 
effort  of  Longstreet  to  seize  Little  Eound  Top,  swept  across  Devil's  Den  and 
part  way  up  the  rocky  side  of  Big  Eonnd  Top,  and  the  morning  of  the  3d  found 
this  force  of  the  enemy  there,  ready  to  aid  in  all  effective  ways  in  the  grand 
final  grapple,  which  Lee  fondly  hoped  would  bring  him  victory.  All  the 
morning  of  this  last  day's  battle  they  thus  lay,  without  molestation  from  any 
troops  of  ours,  either  from  Big  Eound  Top  or  from  the  direction  of  Emmitsburg, 
and  when  the  plan  of  the  grand  charge  of  Pickett  was  formed,  it  was  a  part 
thereof  that  when  the  rush  came  on,  support  should  come  from  Longstreet. 
Law  says  that  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  3d,  Longstreet  came  and  told  him  to  be  ready 
to  attack  on  his  front.  Law  testifies  that  the  danger  on  his  right  did  not 
threaten  until  the  thunder  of  the  three  hundred  guns  that  preceded  Pickett's 
charge  had  commenced.  Then,  when  the  fierce  contest  was  raging,  and  Lee 
was  asking  in  the  language  of  General  Fitz-hugh  Lee  :  "  Where  is  Law's  Di- 
vision ?  Where  is  Hood  with  his  spirited  Texans  ?  "  the  threat  on  his  right 
became  a  danger,  and  instead  of  sending  aid  toward  the  center,  where  the  fate 
of  the  battle  was  being  decided  in  a  death  grapple,  or  attacking  the  line  on  his 
front  as  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  attacking  column  in  the  center,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  turn  and  make  defense  on  his  right.  Immediately  after  this  it  was 
that  the  charge  of  the  gallant  Farnsworth  was  made,  and  that  the  Eighteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  went  down  through  this  timber  to  the  stone  wall,  behind 
which  the  First  Texas  Infantry  lay.     Then  it  was  the  wild  ride  of  Farnsworth 
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and  of  the  squadrons  which  with  him  broke  through  the  skirmish  line,  to  the 
left  of  the  First  Texas  was  made  ;  and  that  onset  was  made,  in  fact,  by  the 
whole  brigade,  and  made  at  the  time  which  we  all  remember  which  was  just 
after  that  grand  and  awful  artillery  duel,  which  made  the  hUls  on  either  side 
look  as  though  split  open  with  the  energy  of  volcanic  fires.  And  the  fact  will 
always  remain  that  the  single  brigade  of  Parnsworth,  of  Kilpatrick's  Division, 
aided  (though  without  previous  arrangement),  by  the  brigade  of  Merritt,  who 
appeared  further  to  the  enemy's  right  on  the  Emmitsburg  road,  by  their  pres- 
ence and  manoeuvers  held  the  full  force  of  the  enemy  to  its  place  on  his  extreme 
right,  and  in  fact  did  more,  caused  part  of  this  force  to  change  front  and  fight, 
and  effectually  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  the  well-laid  plans  of  Lee  and 
Longstreet,  by  which,  otherwise,  the  fierce  onset  of  Pickett  on  the  center  would 
have  had  great  possibility  of  success.  And  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say  in  this 
presence  and  on  this  spot  where,  in  the  culminating  throes  of  that  eventful  day, 
when  the  fate  of  this  Nation  was  decided,  we  stood,  that  the  Eighteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry  had  in  its  ranks  that  day  no  laggards.  That  it  moved  promptly 
to  the  execution  of  every  order  given  ;  that  it  was  found  uncomplainingly  in 
its  place,  and  did  its  duty  in  march,  on  picket,  in  battle  and  skirmish,  in  all 
the  long  days  of  the  campaign  that  culminated  in  Gettysburg,  and  that  here 
on  this  spot,  whether  some  of  those  who  have  attempted  to  describe  this  part 
of  the  contest  give  it  credit  therefor  or  not,  it  charged  down  through  the  woods 
upon  a  line  of  the  enemy's  infantry  behind  a  stone  wall,  almost  up  to  the  muzzles 
of  their  guns.  All  you  who  hear  me  of  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
and  who  were  with  it  at  Gettysburg  know  it,  and  the  Confederate  commander. 
General  Law,  knew  it,  and  testifies  to  the  fact  and  to  the  gallantry  of  those 
who  made  it. 

While  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  ended,  as  the  shadows  of  night  fell  ou  that 
memorable  day,  to  the  main  body  of  Meade's  army,  to  the  cavalry  corps,  it  did 
not  end.  As,  for  the  days  and  weeks  preceding,  so  for  days  and  weeks  succeed- 
ing, with  the  cavalry,  that  which  was  really  the  Gettysburg  contest  went  on- 
Amid  the  drenching  rain  that  closed  the  day  of  July  3,  our  brigade  moved 
back  to  bivouac,  and  having  been  joined  by  General  Custer  (who  on  the  extreme 
right  of  our  line  had  been  assisting  General  Gregg  and  had  taken  part  in  the 
fierce  contest  with  Stuart  at  Eummel's  Farm) ,  by  daylight  on  the  4th,  the  whole 
division  was  on  the  march,  moving  rapidly  by  the  left  flank  of  Lee's  retreating 
army  on  a  road  nearly  parallel  with  the  line  of  his  retreat.  At  midnight  on 
the  4th,  in  the  black  darkness,  on  the  top  of  South  Mountain,  near  Monterey 
Springs,  the  head  of  our  column  struck  the  enemy's  guarded  trains,  and  with- 
out knowing  upon  what  we  were  charging,  we  charged,  and  the  result  a  cap- 
ture of  about  five  miles  of  wagons  and  about  1,000  prisoners. 

AtHagerstown,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  July,  with  the  Eighteenth  in  ad- 
vance, the  advance  of  Lee's  retreating  column  was  met,  and  four  companies  of 
the  regiment  charged.  The  head  of  the  column  was  struck  at  the  entrance  of 
Main  street,  and  forced  back  for  a  distance  of  one  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  losses 
of  the  companies  were  heavy.  Captain  Lindsey,  of  Company  A,  and  a  number 
of  others  were  killed,  including  Sergeant  Joseph  Brown,  of  Company  B,  and 
the  color  bearer  of  Company  A,  and  a  large  number  were  wounded  and  captured, 
and  I  doubt  if  a  more  gallant  charge  was  ever  made  than  that  made  by  these 
four  companies  in  the  face  of  overwhelming  numbers,  and  in  the  teeth  of  what 
seemed  inevitable  death  or  capture.     In  this  charge  Captain  Ulric  Dahlgren, 
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acting  as  volunteer  aide  to  tbe  commanding  general,  lost  his  leg.  During  the 
contest  thus  began,  which  lasted  all  day,  Companies  L  and  M  made  a  similar 
desperate  charge,  led  by  Captain  Pennypacker.  His  horse  was  killed,  he  was 
severely  wounded  and  Lieutenants  Law  and  Potter,  with  a  number  of  enlisted 
men  were  captured.  The  losses  to  the  regiment  in  this  day's  fighting  were 
eight  killed,  twenty-one  wounded  and  fifty-nine  captured  or  missing,  total, 
eighty-eight  men. 

Day  after  day  and  night  after  night,  until  Lee  had  crossed  the  Potomac,  did 
the  ceaseless  vigils  of  the  cavalry  continue,  and  it  was  on  the  night  before  he 
finally  crossed,  that  at  midnight,  I  was  relieved  on  the  front  skirmish  line  at 
Hagerstown  by  some  fresh  troops  from  Pennsylvania,  and  dragged  myself  back 
to  the  meadow,  where,  in  the  falling  rain,  without  cover,  the  boys  lay  sleeping 
with  their  saddles  for  pillows,  only  to  be  awakened  a  few  hours  later  by  the 
bugle  call  to  "  Boots  and  saddles,"  and  this,  for  the  purpose  of  hurrying  out  to 
the  front  in  order  to  give  the  retreating  force  a  parting  salute.  And  so  at  Fall- 
ing Waters,  the  brigade  attacked  the  rear  guard  of  the  rebel  army  as  fan-shaped 
it  drew  itself  back  to  its  pontoons.  General  Pettigrew  was  killed  and  about 
eight  hundred  prisoners  taken. 

Lee  retreated  rapidly  southward  until  he  placed  the  Rappahannock  river 
between  himself  and  the  Federal  army,  and  in  all  the  pursuit  the  Eighteenth, 
did  its  full  share  of  the  hard,  constant  and  perilous  duty  that  in  all  such 
marches  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  cavalry. 

We  stand  here  to-day,  where  we  sfood  on  that  fateful  afternoon  so  long  ago, 
and  as  we  in  words  try  to  picture  our  regiment's  position  in  this  glorious  cam- 
paign and  battle,  we  find  how  weak  they  are  to  place  in  proper  setting  the  real 
part  we  took.  'Tis  only  true  that  from  the  time  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  broke  camp  at  Fairfax  Court  House,  Virginia,  on  the  21st  day  of  June 
to  the  day  that  the  beaten  and  dispirited  army  of  Lee  found  itself  again  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  it  did  its  duty.  And  although  it  was  not 
its  fortune  to  lose  on'  this  particular  line  of  battle  a  large  number  of  men,  yet 
that  it  did  not  do  so  is  due  only  to  the  chance  of  war.  It  went  with  gallantry 
and  zeal  where  it  was  ordered  and  did  its  duty  and  accepted  without  murmur 
the  soldier's  fate.  Whether  it  was  called  upon  to  form  in  face  of  a  furious  and 
sudden  and  wholly  unexpected  charge  and  drive  back  the  enemy,  as  at  Han- 
over, or  to  move  through  the  woods  upon  a  concealed  foe,  as  on  this  line  at 
Gettysburg,  or  to  charge  in  the  darkness  upon  a  guarded  train,  the  position  of 
which  could  only  be  known  by  the  flashes  of  the  muskets  that  defended  it,  as 
at  Monterey  Springs,  or  into  the  face  of  overwhelmning  numbers  of  an  advanc- 
ing column,  as  at  Hagerstown,  or  to  do  any  or  all  of  the  exhausting  and  exact- 
ing duties  that  the  campaign  involved,  in  no  instance  did  the  regiment  come 
short  of  doing  its  full  duty,  and  as  all  these  marchings  and  watchings  and 
skirmishings  and  chargings,  so  clustered  around  Gettysburg,  as  in  my  judg- 
ment to  be  a  part  of  it,  I  ara  sure  that  in  accepting  the  compliment  that  the 
erection  of  this  monument  means,  on  this  sacred  spot,  this  regiment  can  be 
guilty  of  no  presumption.  In  the  days  to  come  there  will  be  no  higher  honor 
for  any  regiment  than  to  be  able  to  show  truthfully  that  it  did  true  and  faith- 
ful work  in  producing  the  result  at  Gettysburg.  This  we  claim.  We  would 
detract  from  the  merits  of  none  other  of  the  long  line  of  horsemen  who  for  the 
common  cause  stood  with  ns  touching  arms  on  this  extended  line,  but  with 
them  we  would  claim  the  honor  of  doing  our  share  towards  the  grand  accomt 
plishment. 
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As  has  been  shown  by  what  I  have  already  said,  the  boys  of  the  Eighteenth 
were  not  veterans  when  this  battle  was  fought.  They  had  for  the  first  time 
«ince  their  enlistment  met  the  enemy  in  stern  combat  in  this  campaign  at 
Gettysburg.  The  high,  resolute  and  unflinching  courage  that  carried  them 
through  the  severe  trials  of  this,  was  but  an  earnest  of  what  they  would  do 
when  called  in  the  long  struggle  that  followed  and  which  found  its  end  at  Ap- 
pomattox ;  of  the  fifty-one  battles  which  the  monument  before  me  testifies  it 
took  part  in,  Gettysburg  stands  the  fourth  in  the  list.  Time  would  fail  me  to 
follow  along  the  line  of  march  extending  from  Gettysburg  in  July,  1863,  to 
April,  1865,  over  which  the  regiment  passed,  and  tell  of  its  battles  and  skir- 
mishes, of  its  long  winter  nights  of  picket  duty,  its  long  summer  days  of  march- 
ing and  scouting  and  fighting  until  the  end  came.  How  with  Kilpatrick  and 
the  gallant  Dahlgren  it  rode  from  the  Kapidan  to  Eichmond,  and  thence  to 
Yorktown,  inside  tho  enemy's  lines  without  unsaddling  its  horses.  How  it 
led  the  advance  of  Grant's  army  across  the  Eapidau  and  into  the  Wilderness, 
when  the  famous  battles  of  the  Wilderness  were  beginning.  And  how  when 
in  the  fierce  clashes  with  the  advancing  columns  of  Lee,  it  was  surrounded  and 
reported  captured,  it  cut  its  way  out  with  the  loss  of  Major  Darlington  desper- 
ately wounded  and  twenty-five  men  captured,  and  came  into  the  brigade  camp 
about  midnight,  so  much  to  the  surprise  of  General  Wilson,  commanding  the  divi- 
sion that  he  sent  at  once  to  regimental  headquarters  a  bottle  of  wine  with  a  card 
attached,  on  which  was  written:  "Here's  to  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  who  knew  how  to  fight  into  and  also  to  fight  out  of  a  tight  place.  " 
How  it  followed  Sheridan  in  that  dashing  ride  around  Lee's  left  and  on  to 
Eichmond  and  City  Point,  fighting  the  battle  of  Yellow  Tavern,  near  Eich- 
mond, in  which  the  famous  cavalry  leader,  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  was  killed  and  his 
cavalry  corps  was  repulsed  and  driven  headlong  into  the  Confederate  capital. 
How  with  the  same  resplendent  leader,  after  he  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Union  forces  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  it  tgok  an  honored  part  in  all 
the  victories  in  the  Shenandoah  over  the  redoubtable  General  Early,  and  how, 
under  comand  of  such  leaders  as  Generals  Wilson  and  Custer,  it  helped  to  make 
the  Cavalry  Corps  of  that  army  invincible.  The  record  is  one  which  before  the 
contest  closed  won  for  the  regiment  the  sobriquet  of  the  ' '  Fighting  Eighteenth, ' ' 
is  one  of  which  every  soldier  of  it  may  well  be  proud,  and  is  in  every  part  an 
lionor  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  dedicating  this  monument,  therefore,  erected  on  this  spot  under  such 
auspices  and  prompted  by  such  motives  as  we  have  faintly  detailed,  I  feel  that 
I  can  justly  claim  in  the  name  of  all  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
whether  living  or  dead,  the  right  to  tender  the  profoundest  thanks  to  the  grand 
old  Commonwealth  whose  magnanimity  has  conceived  and  whose  generosity 
completed  it.  To  you  of  the  Gettysburg  Battlefield  Memorial  Association,  its 
keeping  is  irrevocably  committed.  Take  and  care  for  it,  and  may  it  ever 
stand  in  its  place  on  this  line,  so  that  when  in  the  aftertime  our  children  and 
our  children's  children  visit  these  scenes,  they  maybe  reminded  of  the  honored 
part  their  fathers  took  in  this  battle  which  saved  the  Nation's  life,  and  from  it 
gather  inspiration  that  shall  lead  them  to  a  loftier  patriotism  and  a  deeper  love 
for  our  country  and  its  flag. 

Major  General  E.  M.  Law,  who  was  in  command  of  Hood's  Division  on  the 
third  day  says,  in  Century  Magazine,  December,  1888  : 
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1  had  just  returned  to  the  position  occupied  by  our  artillery,  which  was  in  the  angle 
formed  by  the  main  and  flanking  lines,  when  Farnsworth's  Cavalry  Brigade  charged 
the  line  held  by  the  First  Texas  Begiment.  It  was  impossible  to  use  our  artillery 
to  any  advantage  owing  to  the  "  close  quarters  "  of  the  attacking  cavalry  with  our 
own  men— the  leading  squadrons  forcing  their  horses  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the 
rifles  of  our  infantry. 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

BATTERY  "B"  (COOPER'S) 

FIRST  PENNSYLVANIA  LIGHT  ARTILLERY 

September  ii,  1889 
ADDRESS  OF  FIRST  LIEUTENANT  JAMES  A.  GARDNER 

COMRADES  :^By  invitation  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Commission  on 
Gettysburg  Monuments,  we  have  come  from  our  distant  homes  to  this, 
the  Nation's  shrine,  to  unite  in  the  services  dedicatory  of  the  memorials 
erected  here  liy  our  grand  old  Commonwealth  to  mark  the  positions  of 
her  patriotic  sons  upon  this  historic  battle-field,  where  armed  rebellion  re- 
ceived its  crushing  blow. 

Standing  upon  this  sacred  place  (which  marks  our  position  in  the  second 
day's  engagement),  surrounded  by  innumerable  blessings  and  a  universal 
prosperity  on  every  side,  and  looking  back  and  over  these  twenty-six  years 
since  last  here  naet,  we  are  able  to  determine  with  satisfaction  and  accuracy 
the  value  of  our  work. 

To  you,  who  left  your  homes  and  stood  up  as  a  mighty  wall  of  defense  be- 
tween the  misguided  South  and  the  loyal  North,  who  so  nobly  fought  upon  the 
many  bloody  fields  in  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union,  the  Constitution  and  the  Liiws,  come  this  day  the  fruits  of 
"victories  dearly  won,  and  the  proud  recollections,  the  honors  and  the  glories  of 
duties  well  and  faithfully  performed. 

This  monument  before  you,  was  erected  out  of  an  appropriation  made  by 
this  State,  supplemented  by  some  few  individual  contributions  almost  wholly 
given  by  members  of  our  association.  It  marks  one  of  the  five  positions  oc- 
cupied by  this  battery  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  testifies  not  only  to 
your  valor,  courage  and  heroism  upon  this  memorable  field  ;  but  by  its  ap- 
proved inscriptions,  will  show  something  of  the  services  of  this  organization 
during  the  war,  to  those  who  shall  visit  this  historic  spot  in  the  years  to  come. 
And  it  was  fitting  that  this  memorial  should  be  erected  here  in  Pennsylvania, 
at  Gettysburg,  the  high  water  mark  of  the  rebellion  ;  upon  this  position  where 
you  were  subjected  to  a  most  trying  fire  from  the  enemy,  remained  the  longest, 
and  had  your  greatest  casualties  ;  here  where  the  Union  troops  fought  with  a 
supreme  courage,  and  a  determination  to  stay  upon  these  lines  and  defeat  the 
enemy. 

On  such  an  occasion  as  this,  I  can  but  briefly  speak  of  the  services  of  our  or- 
ganization ;  and  following  the  recommendation  of  those  who  directed  this 
memorial  service,  shall  principally  address  you  upon  the  work  done  by  this 
battery  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
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Battery  B,  First  Light  Artillery,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  was  organized 
at  Mount  Jackson,  Lawrence  County,  April  26,  1861,  composed  mainly  of 
farmers'  sons,  business  men  and  school  teachers,  all  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of 
manhood  ;  from  a  locality  unexcelled  in  thrift  and  in  the  intelligence  and 
religious  culture  of  its  inhabitants.  Henry  T.  Danforth,  who  served  in  Bragg's. 
regular  battery  in  the  Mexican  war,  was  its  first  captain,  from  which  he  was 
promoted  to  the  lieutenant  colonelcy  of  the  regiment.  He  was  killed  in  action 
at  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  Virginia.  Our  next  captain  was  James  H.  Cooper, 
who  commanded  more  than  three  years,  till  August  8,  1864,  refusing  all  promo- 
tions. It  was  the  judgment  of  this  organization,  and  of  those  in  high  place  in 
the  army,  that  for  bravery,  coolness,  deliberation  and  ability  to  command  upon 
the  battle-field.  Captain  Cooper  had  no  superior,  if  indeed,  he  had  an  equal. 

June  8,  1861,  this  command  entered  the  State  service,  was  formally  mustered 
June  28,  and  was  early  in  front  of  Washington,  attached  to  General  John  F. 
Reynolds'  First  Brigade,  of  General  George  A.  McCall's  Division  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves,  with  which  it  was  at  the  battle  of  Dranesville  (December  20, 
1861),  where  was  achieved  the  first  victory  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  As- 
part  of  General  Irviu  McDowell's  First  Corps  we  advanced  to  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia,  and  from  there  were  taken  to  the  Peninsula  and  united  to  General 
Fitz  John  Porter's  Fifth  Provisional  Corps.  With  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 
we  opened  the  Seven  Days'  Battles  at  Mechanicsville  (June  26, 1862),  by  firing 
the  first  artillery  shot  from  the  Union  lines  ;  with  four  guns  to  the  right  of 
the  Bethesda  Church  road,  and  two  at  EUersou's  Mill,  we  successfully  con- 
tested with  Mcintosh's,  Johnson's  and  Braxton's  batteries,  and  repelled  charge- 
after  charge  made  by  the  brigades  of  Archer,  Anderson,  Pender,  Field  and 
Ripley.  Our  firing  was  fast,  accurate  and  fatal  ;  by  it  the  enemy  were  ter- 
ribly slaughtered — the  greatest  comparative  loss  to  the  enemy,  during  the  war  j 
the  Union  loss,  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  ;  the  Confederates,  between  three 
and  four  thousand ! 

Next  day  at  Gaines'  Mill,  "the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death,"  one  of  the- 
best  fought  battles  of  the  war,  this  battery  to  the  right  of  the  Watts  house, 
beat  and  kept  back  the  pressing  lines  of  the  enemy  till  darkness  threw  its 
shades  around  us,  when  we  withdrew  from  the  last  line  of  battle,  section  by 
section. 

At  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  or  Glendale  (June  30,  1862),  on  the  left  of  the- 
Long  Bridge  (or  New  Market)  road,  being  that  part  of  McCall's  line  where  oc- 
curred Longstreet's  terrific  onslaught,  we  repelled  charge  after  charge,  exhaust- 
ing all  our  canisters,  and  met  the  last  fatal  crash  with  shells  only,  fixed  withs 
short  cut  fuses — standing,  finally,  alone,  without  artillery  or  infantry  supports. 
At  Malvern  Hill,  we  lay  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  iu  full  view  of  the  dis- 
astrous repulse  of  Lee's  army. 

Abandoning  the  Peninsula,  with  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  then  under  Gen- 
era) Reynolds,  we  were  the  first  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  that  came  to  the^ 
is=istance  of  General  John  Pope. 

At  Gainesville  (August  28,  1862),  we  engaged  the  right  of  Jackson's  Corps. 
Next  day  at  Groveton,  our  battery  advanced  to  the  attack  of  Jackson's  right,, 
and  when  coming  into  action  we  were  met,  at  grape  shot  range,  by  two  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy  in  front,  and  one  upon  our  left  flank.  These  poured  upon 
us  the  hottest  and  most  disastrous  fire  ever  received  by  us  during  our  entire 
term  of  service — four  men  killed  and  fifteen  wounded,  in  about  twenty  minutes.. 
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At  Second  Bull  Run  (August  30,  1862),  by  the  Chinn  house  on  the  extreme 
left,  we  received  the  fatal  stroke  of  Longstreet's  Corps,  meeting  it  with  shell 
and  canister,  and  repelling  the  charges  until  the  infantry  supports  (Milroy's) 
on  our  left  were  flanked  and  driven.  This  compelled  our  withdrawal,  wherein 
we  narrowly  escaped  capture.  At  Chantilly  we  were  in  the  line  of  battle ; 
but  of  this  there  is  no  official  report. 

At  South  Mountain  (September  14,  1863),  with  General  Joseph  Hooker's 
First  Corps,  we  ascended  the  mountain  slope,  took  position  on  a  knoll,  shelled 
and  engaged  the  enemy  until  they  were  driven  from  our  front.  At  Antietam, 
on  the  evening  of  September  16,  we  advanced  with  the  skirmish  line,  and  with 
the  brave  "  Bucklails  "  opened  the  battle  near  the  "  East  Wood." 

Next  morning  and  day  we  were  in  position  on  Poffenberger's  ridge  whereon 
were  thirty  guns.  Here  we  shelled  and  engaged  the  enemy  south  of  us,  to- 
wards the  Dunker  Church,  protected  the  Union  right,  and  repulsed  an  effort 
made  by  the  enemy  during  the  afternoon. 

At  Fredericksburg  (December  13, 1862) ,  we  were  at  the  angle  of  the  Union  left, 
from  which  General  Meade  successfully  made  his  charge,  under  cover  of  our 
guns.  Our  accurate  fire  here  blew  up  several  limber  chests  of  Jackson's  ar- 
tillery stationed  on  the  ridge  west  of  Hamilton's  Crossing.  When  the  enemy 
had  repulsed  our  attacking  division  and  were  exultingly  following  in  force,  the 
guns  of  this  battery  stood  fast  when  others  left,  and  belching  forth  most  furi- 
ously double  charges  of  canister,  with  the  support  of  Thirty-seventh  New  York, 
we  repulsed  the  enemy,  maintained  the  integrity  of  the  Union  left,  when  to  be 
driven  at  that  time  would  have  brought  disaster  to  our  army.  It  was  a  moment 
of  great  danger,  a  most  critical  moment  ;  this  battery  proved  itself  equal  to  and 
worthy  of  the  occasion,  and  General  Eeynolds,  who  was  with  us  at  the  time, 
complimented  our  commander  for  the  noble  defense  he  had  made,  saying  ''  Cap- 
tain Cooper,  you  are  the  bravest  man  in  the  army. ' ' 

At  Fitzhugh's  Crossing  (April  30,  1863),  below  Fredericksburg,  we  covered 
the  advance  of  our  First  Corps  ;  but  the  disaster  at  Chancellorsville  took  us 
there,  where  we  moved  to  the  front,  and  upon  the  reluctant  retreat,  we  covered 
the  withdrawal  across  United  States  Ford,  shelling  the  enemy. 

We  now  come  to  the  march  for  Gettysburg.  The  First  Corps  arrived  at  Em- 
mitsburg,  Maryland,  June  29,  1863,  and  we  were  placed  in  battery  on  the 
Fairfield  road.  The  next  day  we  advanced  three  or  four  miles  north  to  the 
vicinity  of  Marsh  creek,  and  were  again  placed  in  battery  on  the  Fairfield  road, 
supported  by  General  Abner  Doubleday's  division  of  our  corps. 

On  the  morning  of  July  1,  with  Doubleday's  Division  (then  under  General 
Thomas  A.  Rowley),  we  moved  on  the  extreme  left  toward  Fairfield,  with  vi- 
dettes  thrown  out,  while  the  other  divisions  of  our  corps  marched  directly  for 
Gettysburg.  With  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle's  Brigade  of  Doubleday's  Division, 
we  crossed  Marsh  creek  at  the  White  bridge,  w^ich  point  afterward  became  the 
rear  of  Longstreet's  line.  Here  we  first  heard  the  sound  of  artillery.  Passing 
up  the  west  bank  of  Willoughby  run,  we  entered  the  Hagerstowu  (Fairfield) 
road,  turned  to  the  right  and  came  to  near  the  Seminary  ridge.  Leaving  the 
road,  we  moved  to  the  left  and  forward,  and  came  into  battery  on  a  crest,  the 
east  bank  of  Willoughby  run,  south  of  the  McPherson  wood  (Reynolds'  Grove) 
supported  by  Biddle's  Brigade.  This  was  12  ra. ,  and  the  situation  at  that  time 
was  :  General  Lysander  Cutler's  Brigade  of  General  James  S.  Wadsworth's 
Division  of  our  corps,  north  of  Chambersburg  (Cashtown)  pike,  and  General 
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Solomon  Meredith's  "Iron  Brigade  "  of  the  same  division,  in  the  McPhersoo' 
wood,  south  of  the  pike.  These  brigades  had  been  successfully  engaged  ■with- 
Archer's  and  Davis'  brigades,  Heth's  Division,  A.  P.  Hill's  Corps,  capturing 
General  Archer  and  several  hundred  prisoners.  General  John  F.  Reynolds,  our 
able  corps  commander,  had  been  killed  ;  but  kno'wledge  of  this  fact  'vfas  Vfith- 
held  from  his  troops. 

As  Doubleday's  Division  arrived.  Colonel  Eoy  Stone's  Pennsylvania  Brigade,, 
being  slightly  in  the  advance  of  Biddle's,  vpas  sent  to  fill  a  gap  between  Cutler 
and  Meredith,  while  Biddle's  Brigade  was  placed,  under  cover,  at  the  crest,  to- 
Meredith's  left.  In  our  first  position,  we  engaged  Pegram's  artillery,  then  on 
Herr's  ridge,  firing  upon  the  infantry  and  artillery  on  our  right.  Pegram's- 
batteries  immediately  engaged  us,  but  soon  ceased  firing.  About  1  or  1.30 
p.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  an  enfilading  fire  upon  our  lines  from  batteries  posted 
on  Oak  Hill  near  our  extreme  right. 

By  direction  of  Colonel  Charles  S.  Wainwright,  our  chief  of  artillery,  we  were 
withdrawn  from  the  crest,  moved  back  into  the  meadow  between  the  crest  and 
the  Seminary,  at  a  point  south  of  the  (now)  Springs  Hotel  road,  and  changed 
front  to  right  as  to  face  the  new  enemy  and  sweep  Oak  Hill  with  our  fire.  The 
enemy's  reinforcement  was  Eodes'  Division  of  Ewell's  Corps,  then  forming  across 
Oak  Eidge  at  right  angles  with  our  line.  The  enemy's  artillery  which  enfiladed 
US,  were  the  batteries  of  Carter  and  Fry,  and  their  fire  caused  Cutler  to  with- 
draw his  brigade  back  to  the  Seminary  Eidge,  Biddle  to  change  front  to  right, 
and  Stone  to  place  two  of  his  regiments  along  the  Chambersburg  pike  facing 
northward.  These  changes  of  Cutler  and  Stone,  made  au  angle  through  which 
this  battery  could  fire  with  effect  from  its  position  in  the  meadow,  and  we  im- 
mediately opened  upon  Carter's  guns,  keeping  up  a  warm  contest  and  an  accu- 
rate fire  until  Eodes'  infantry  came  in  sight.  Iverson's  North  Carolina  Brigade 
was  in  the  lead,  and  as  it  moved  in  our  front  and  was  wheeled  to  the  left  to 
strike  General  Henry  Baxter's  Brigade  of  General  John  C.  Eobinson's  Division 
of  our  corps,  and  the  brigade  of  Cutler,  we  poured  into  it  a  most  galling  and 
destructive  front  and  flank  fire  of  case  shot.  This  was  about  2.30  p.  m.  Iver- 
son  was  repulsed,  his  brigade  was  nearly  annihilated  and  much  of  it  captured. 
Following  Iverson  was  Daniel's  North  Carolina  Brigade  of  the  same  division, 
which  passed  Iverson's  right  and  was  coming  toward  our  Iront,  upon  Stone's 
troops ;  but  the  fire  of  our  guns  and  the  musketry  from  Stone's  regiments, 
checked  the  enemy  just  north  of  the  railroad  cut. 

While  these  conflicts  were  taking  place,  Hill's  Corps  was  forming  on  the  west 
side  for  an  attack,  and  as  such  a  movement  would  render  our  situation  unten- 
able. Colonel  "Wainwright  ordered  Captain  Cooper,  about  3  p.  m. ,  to  take  a  good 
position  at  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary,  in  front  of  the  professor's  house. 
Leaving  the  meadow  we  took  position  to  the  front  and  right  of  the  Seminary 
in  rear  of  a  barricad'^  of  rails  thrown  up  earlier  in  the  day. 

For  a  short  time  we  were  not  engaged,  the  enemy  having  ceased  his  attacks. 
After  the  repulse  of  Daniel's  Brigade  heretofore  mentioned,  the  enemy  stationed 
Brander's  (Virginia, )  battery  on  a  hill  to  the  north  of  the  railroad  cut,  on  the 
east  side  of  Willoughby  Eun.  When  it  opened,  its  shots  came  directly  into 
our  front,  and  to  this  fire  of  the  enemy  we  very  effectively  replied.  During 
this  artillery  contest,  Davis'  Brigade  formed  under  cover,  and  iu  conjunction 
with  Daniel's  Brigade,  from  the  north  side  of  the  railroad  cut,  made  another 
attack  upon  Stone's  position. 
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We  again  assisted  Stone,  and  the  attempt  of  the  enemy  at  this  time  to  dis- 
lodge our  Pennsylvania  troops  utterly  failed.  While  thus  engaged  with  Bran- 
der's  Battery  and  the  enemy's  infantry  we  were  subjected  to  a  cross  fire  from 
Fry's  Battery  on  Oak  Hill,  Carter's  Battery  having  gone  to  the  east  side  of  Oak 
Ridge  to  engage  the  troops  of  the  Eleventh  Corps. 

This  over,  Heth's  Division  pressed  our  front  and  left.  Brockenbrough's 
Virginia  Brigade  engaged  the  "Iron  Brigade,"  and  Pettigrew's  Brigade  of 
North  Carolinians  swept  across  Willoughby  Eun  south  of  the  MePherson  wood 
and  struck  Biddle's  Brigade,  lapping  its  left  a  considerable  distance.  Biddle,. 
after  a  sharp  contest,  was  outflanked  and  his  small  brigade  driven  from  the 
crest  to  the  seminary.  The  One  hundred  and  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania,  how- 
ever, under  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  F.  McFarland,  which  was  on  Biddle's 
right  near  the  edge  of  the  wood,  remained  until  pressed  back  by  the  next  line. 
Pettigrew's  Brigade  in  attempting  further  advance  was  met  by  fire  from  our  guns 
and  from  those  on  our  right,  causing  it  to  hastily  fall  back,  excepting  the  Twenty- 
sixth  North  Carolina,  which  halted  in  the  woods.  Heth's  Division  had  thus  far 
failed  to  drive  our  lines  ;  but  Pender's  Division  of  the  same  corps  advanced 
and  passing  over  Heth's,  attacked  us.  Scales'  Brigade  of  North  Carolinians  on 
the  left,  and  McGowan's  Brigade  of  South  Carolinians  under  Colonel  Perrin; 
on  the  right,  the  former  reaching  the  Chambersburg  pike  south  into  the  MePher- 
son wood  and  the  latter  being  to  the  south  of  Scales'  right.  These  fresh  troops 
pressed  forward  and  our  lines  at  the  woods  and  crest  were  compelled  to  give 
way.  Scales'  Brigade  as  a  first  line  coming  over  the  crest  and  in  descending^ 
the  slope  encountered  a  most  terribly  destructive  and  withering  fire  from  our 
guns  and  from  those  of  Captain  G.  T.  Stevens,  Fifth  Maine,  Lieutenant  Wil- 
bur's section,  L,  First  New  York,  and  part  of  Lieutenant  James  Stewart's 
battery.  Fourth  United  States — in  all  fourteen  pieces  that  poured  out  case  shot, 
shell  and  canister,  by  which  Scales  was  halted  with  heavy  loss,  his  brigade 
thrown  into  confusion  and  broken  up,  and  himself  and  every  regimental  officer 
of  his  command  either  killed  or  wounded. 

By  reason  of  its  condition  and  confusion.  Scales'  Brigade  advanced  no  further ; 
but  McGowan's  Brigade  on  its  right  escaped  much  of  the  artillery  fire  and  was 
consequently  more  fortunate.  This  brigade  in  its  advance  was  supported  by 
the  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina  of  Pettigrew's  Brigade,  and  as  they  came  a 
galling  case  shot  fire  was  thrown  upon  them  from  our  guns.  Captain  Cooper 
caused  our  immediate  front  at  the  barricade  to  be  cleared  of  our  infantry,  and 
then  bearing  the  guns  slightly  to  the  left,  poured  into  Perrin's  troops  a  most 
disastrous  fire  of  double  charges  of  canister.  Our  immediate  supports  and  the 
infantry  to  our  left  in  the  grove,  consisting  of  Meredith's  and  Biddle's  brigades 
(Second  and  Seventh  Wisconsin,  Nineteenth  Indiana,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
first.  One  hundred  and  forty-second  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Penn- 
sylvania and  Twentieth  New  York  State  Militia),  at  the  same  time  fired  deadly 
volleys  of  musketry.  The  severity  of  this  iire  staggered  and  checked  Perrin 
and  almost  annihilated  the  left  of  his  brigade,  his  troops  being  wholly  swept 
away  from  the  front  of  our  guns.  Of  all  these  attacking  forces  a  single  color 
bearer  only,  with  a  bravery  to  be  admired,  reached  the  rail  barricade  in  front 
of  us.  Finding  that  he  could  not  cross  our  works,  Perrin  by  a  movement 
placed  one  of  his  regiments  on  the  left  of  our  barricade,  and  turned  our  posi- 
tion after  4  p.  m.  At  a  most  opportune  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alfred  B. 
MeCalmont,  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania,  came  to  Cap- 
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tain  Cooper  and  informed  him  that  the  infantry  on  the  left  had  gone,  and  unless 
he  immediately  withdrew  he  would  be  captured.  We  were  then  still  engaging 
the  enemy  ;  but  upon  this  information  we  limbered  to  the  rear,  passed  out  on 
the  north  side  of  the  seminary,  narrowly  escaping  capture,  the  enemy  being 
around  both  flanks.  Passing  through  Gettysburg  the  battery  came  to  Cemetery 
Hill.  Just  prior  to  the  driving  of  our  lines  Captain  Cooper  had  ordered  full 
limbers  to  the  guns  and  had  sent  the  caisson  line  to  Cemetery  Hill.  The 
caissons  crossed  south  of  the  town,  and  when  first  within  view  of  the  Taney- 
town  road  observed  the  retreat  of  the  corps  which  had  been  on  our  right.  The 
road  was  full  of  artillery  and  infantry,  but  the  First  Corps  lines  were  yet  on 
Seminary  Bidge. 

When  this  battery  arrived  on  East  Cemetery  Hill,  it  was  placed  in  position 
where  we  now  stand,  on  the  left  of  the  First  Corps  artillery  ;  after  which,  at 
the  request  of  General  Doubleday,  then  commanding  our  corps.  Captain 
Cooper  performed  staff  duty  in  assisting  to  establish  and  strengthen  the  Union 
lines ;  and  when  General  Winfield  S.  Hancock  first  arrived,  he  came  to  this 
spot  and  consulted  with  General  Adelbert  Ames  and  Captain  Cooper.  During 
the  first  day's  fight  we  expended  four  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  ;  Private 
Alexander  P.  Alcorn  was  killed.  Lieutenant  William  C.  Miller  and  Privates 
John  W.  Phillips,  John  Pauly  and  Asahel  Shafer  were  wounded.  One  gun 
was  disabled  by  recoil,  but  was  repaired  that  evening. 

The  losses  in  this  day's  fight  were  heavy  on  both  sides.  The  First  Corps 
were  over  six  thousand  men — two-thirds  of  its  fighting  force  ;  but  of  these 
about  two  thousand  were  missing  or  taken  prisoners.  The  losses  of  the  enemy 
in  killed  and  wounded  were  fully  as  severe.  Heth  says  he  lost  two  thousand 
and  seven  hundred  in  about  twenty-five  minutes.  Scales'  and  McGowan's 
Brigades  each  lost  about  five  hundred.  The  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina  of 
Pettigrew's  Brigade  went  in  with  "over  eight  hundred  strong, "  and  came  out 
with  but  two  hundred  and  sixteen  for  duty  ;  its  entire  loss  at  Gettysburg  was 
eighty-six  killed  and  five  hundred  and  two  wounded,  total  five  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,  most  of  which  loss  was  sustained  during  the  first  day's  fight. 
Carter's  Battery  lost  four  killed  and  seven  wounded  before  it  left  Oak  Hill. 
The  enemy  had  been  so  badly  punished  that  he  could  not  follow  up  his  suc- 
cess. A  much  greater  loss,  however,  had  fallen  upon  the  Union  army  by  the 
death  of  General  Eeynolds,  our  beloved  corps  commander ,  who  was  without 
doubt  the  ablest  officer  then  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  greater  by 
far  than  any  place  he  had  ever  filled,  the  finest  of  gentlemen,  and  in  all  the 
army,  without  a  peer.  He  had  been  our  commander  when  we  were  in  his 
brigade,  in  his  division,  and  in  his  corps  ;  we  were  always  with  him  up  to  his 
dying  hour,  the  only  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  that  remained  under 
his  command,  and  the  only  Pennsylvania  battery  with  him  in  the  first  day's 
fight.  To  us  he  was  greatly  endeared  ;  his  death  caused  deep  gloom  in  this 
organization,  and  strong  men  shed  tears.  But  his  spirit  fought  with  the  First 
Corps  on  yonder  side  of  town  that  day  ;  Cutler's,  Meredith's,  Stone's,  Biddle's, 
Baxter's  and  Paul's  brigades,  against  Archer's,  Davis',  Brockenbrough's,  Pet- 
tigrew's, McGowan's,  Scales',  Lane's,  Thomas',  Iverson's,  Daniel's,  Eamseur's 
a,nd  O'Neal's  brigades — six  Union  brigades  against  twelve  of  the  enemy  !  _ 

On  the  morning  of  July  2,  the  men  of  this  battery  finished  the  construction 
of  these  four  lunettes,  here  on  East  Cemetery  Hill.  During  the  day,  previous 
to  4  p.  m.,  we  fired  occasional  shots  (scarcely  exceeding  twenty-five  in  all)  at 
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small  bodies  of  the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  were  manoeuvering  in 
the  skirting  of  some  timber  aboiit  one  mile  distant.    The  enemy  during  the 
same  time   threw  occasional  shots  into  our  left  flank  from  his  batteries  on 
Seminary  Ridge,  killing  and  disabling  some  of  our  horses.     The  enemy's  fire 
was  no  doubt  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  range  of  this  hill  ;  for  we  now 
know  that  it  was  part  of  Lee's  plan  of  battle  that  Ewell  should  attack  these 
high  grounds  if  opportunity  were  afiorded.     At  4  p.  m.  the  terrible  crash  of 
the  enemy's  artillery  came.     Opposite  this  part  of  the  Union  line  was  Ewell's 
Corps,  and  in  our  immediate  front  was  the  division  of  General  Edward  John- 
son.    On  Benner's  hill,  directly  opposite  to  us,  were  placed  the  batteries  ot 
Andrews'  battalion  under  Major  Latimer,  consisting  of  the  following  in  order 
from  their  right  to  their  left :     Brown's  Maryland  Battery  of  four  lO-pounder 
Parrotts  ;  Carpenter's  Virginia  Battery  of  two  3-inch  rifle  and  two  light  12- 
pounders  ;  Dement's  First  Maryland  of  four  light  ]2-pounders  ;  two  guns  of 
Raine's  Virginia  Battery,  one  10-pounder  Parrott  and  one  3-inch  rifle — in  all 
«ight  rifled  lO-pounders  and  six  light  lO-pounders — fourteen  guns  in  all  on 
Benner's  hill,  about  twelve  to  fourteen  hundred  yards  distant.     To  the  right 
of  these  batteries  (our  left)  on  the  same  ridge,  beyond  the  Hanover  road,  about 
eighteen  hundred  yards  distant,  were  posted  Graham's  Virginia  Battery  of  four 
20-pounder  Parrotts,  and  two  guns  of  Eaine's  Virginia  Battery,  two  20-ponnder 
Parrotts,  the  latter  being  between  Graham  and  the  guns  of  Latimer,  in  all  six 
20-ponnder  Parrotts.    To  meet  this  fire  we  had  from  right  to  left  Captain  G.  T. 
Stevens'  Fifth  Maine,  six  light  12-pounders  (on  the  left  slope  of  Gulp's  Hill)  ; 
and  Captain  G.  H.  Reynolds'  "L  "  First  New  York,  five  3-inch  rifle  ;  Captain 
J.  H.  Cooper's  "B"   First  Pennsylvania  (this  battery  in  this  position)  four 
3-inch  rifle;  and  Captain  M.  "Wiedrich's  "I"   First  New  York,  four  3-inch 
rifle  (on  East  Cemetery  Hill) — in  all  thirteen  3-inch  rifle  10  pounders  and 
six  light  12-pounders.     At  the  hour  named,  4  p.   m.,  all  these  guns  of  the 
enemy  opened  upon  us  a  most  accurate  fire.     But  this  was  not  all.     Ewell's 
chief  of    artillery  had  placed  on   Seminary  Ridge,  Dance's,  Watson's  and 
Smith's  Virginia  batteries,  consisting  of  twelve  10-pounder  rifled  guns,  which 
with  other  batteries  on  that  ridge  at  the  same  time  opened  a  flank  fire  upon 
this  part  of  Cemetery  Hill.     The  enemy's  fire  upon  this  position  where  we  now 
stand  was  very  severe.     One  of  their  shells  struck  and  exploded  at  our  No.  3 
gun,  killing  and  wounding  every  man  at  that  piece,  but  before  the  wounded 
were  removed  No.  3  gun  was  again  at  work,  mention  of  which  is  made  in  Colo- 
nel "Wainwright's  ofScial  report.     The  axle  of  our  No.  2  gun  was  struck  by  a 
shell  and  broken  ;  but  the  fire  from  this  piece  was  also  continued  until  the 
"un  carriage  broke  down — this  shortly  before  the  contest  closed.     The  shots 
of  the  enemy  came  thick  and  fast,  bursting,  crushing  and  ploughing,  a  mighty 
storm  of  iron  hail,  a  most  determined  and  terrible  effort  of  the  enemy  to  crip- 
ple and  destroy  the  guns  upon  the  hill.     Situated  as  we  were  in  the  center  of 
this  artillery  line,  our  battery  received  the  full  force  of  the  enemy's  front, 
oblique  and  flank  fire.     Against  the  batteries  on  Seminary  Ridge  we  were 
powerless  ;  but  upon  the  batteries  of  Latimer  on  Benner's  Hill,  and  upon  Gra- 
ham and  Eaine  to  our  left,  an  accurate  and  most  telling  fire  was  opened  from 
the  batteries  on  this  hill  and  continued  for  about  two  hours.     During  about 
one  half  hour  of  this  time  a  part  of  Knap's  Pennsylvania  Battery,  under 
Lieutenant  Edward  R.  Geary,  and  a  section  of  Battery  K,  Fifth  United  States 
Artillery,  assisted  us  by  a  fiank  fire  from  Gulp's  Hill.     At  last  the  batteries  on 
56 
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Benner's  Hill  were  forced  to  withdraw  under  our  destructive  fire,  as  their  of- 
ficial reports  says,  "  by  reason  of  the  unequal  contest,  the  overpowering  of  their 
artillery  and  the  untenableness  of  the  position. ' '  Brown  was  so  badly  used  up 
that  at  the  last  he  was  able  to  use  but  two  of  his  guns  ;  and  when  he  with- 
drew, his  two  right  pieces  were  hauled  off  by  hand.  Shortly  after  Latimer's 
batteries  had  been  withdrawn,  one  of  them  was  brought  back  and  posted  to 
the  left  (our  right) ;  but  upon  it  we  brought  additional  guns  and  a  concentrated 
fire,  which  very  soon  drove  it  away.  The  losses  of  Andrews'  Battalion  on  Ben- 
ner's Hill  were  ten  killed  and  forty  wounded ;  among  the  latter  was  Major 
Latimer,  the  commander,  who  shortly  afterward  died  of  his  wounds.  Twenty- 
eight  dead  horses  were  left  on  the  field,  and  the  material  of  their  batteries  was 
very  badly  ininred.  The  losses  in  our  battery  were  :  Privates  James  H.  Mc- 
Cleary  and  Peter  G.  Hoagland  killed  ;  Corporal  Joseph  JReed  and  Privates 
Jesse  Temple,  James  C.  Cornelius  and  Daniel  "W.  Taylor  wounded.  Soon  after 
this  artillery  contest  had  ended,  all  our  ammunition  being  exhausted,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Wainwright,  we  were  relieved  by  Captain  E.  Bruce  Eicketts'  bat- 
teries, "P"  and  "G"  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery;  but  at  what  pre- 
cise hour  we  will  not  determine.  That  the  enemy  opened  at  4  p.  m. ,  is  agreed 
to  by  all.  Colonel  Wainwright  says  the  contest  with  the  enemy's  batteries  on 
Benner's  Hill  lasted  one  and  one-half  hours  ;  that  the  battery  which  afterward 
came  out  to  our  right  was  soon  silenced,  and  that  "  soon  after,  Captain  Cooper's 
Battery,  which  had  suffered  considerably,  was  relieved."  Captain  Cooper's 
official  report  says  we  were  relieved  about  7  p.  m.  Of  the  enemy's  reports, 
that  of  General  Johnson  says  the  contest  lasted  two  hours,  and  that  of  Colonel 
Andrews  (of  Andrews'  Battalion)  says  "till  near  night."  But  the  best  evidence 
is  our  ejtpenditure  of  ammunition.  On  that  second  day  we  fired  about  five 
hundred  rounds,  all  we  had,  and  more,  for,  at  the  last,  we  received  a  few 
rounds  from  an  adjoining  battery.  About  twenty-five  rounds  were  used  prior 
to  4  p.  m.  and  about  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  rounds  after  that  hour, 
from  four  guns,  three  only  at  the  last.  The  length  of  time  required  to  expend 
such  an  amount  of  ammunition,  will  fix  the  time  of  our  relief  with  reasonable 
accuracy.  Eetiring  from  this  position  we  passed  down  the  Baltimore  pike, 
and  turned  to  the  right,  by  a  barn.  The  enemy's  bullets  came  whistling  in 
among  us  at  that  place,  but  the  Twelfth  Corps  troops  returning  from  the  left, 
drove  back  the  enemy.  By  order  of  Colonel  "Wainwright  we  proceeded  to  the 
camp  of  the  Artillery  Eeserve,  to  refit,  and  refill  with  ammunition.  By  11  a.  m. 
of  next  day  our  disabled  gun  was  repaired  and  we  were  again  ready  for  duty. 

On  July  3,  at  1  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy's  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  guns 
opened  their  great  fire  upon  the  eighty  guns  of  the  Union  line  between  the 
Baltimore  pike  and  Little  Eound  Top,  we  were  at  the  rear  of  our  center  ;  but 
shortly  after  the  first  burst  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  General  Henry  J.  Hunt, 
chief  of  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  ordered  us  to  the  front,  to  take 
position,  and  relieve  a  battery  in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Freeman  McGilvery's  line 
of  Eeserve  Artillery,  on  the  left  center,  the  point  reached  being  about  one- 
half  mile  south  of  the  clump  of  trees,  and  north  of  where  the  present  railroad 
crosses  Hancock  avenue.  In  coming  to  this  position,  we  passed  through  a  terri- 
ble fire  at  its  height,  cutting  and  slashing,  and  crashing  against  the  rocks ; 
the  troops  were  hugging  the  ground,  and  sheltering  behind  earth,  stone  and 
everything  and  anything  which  would  seem  to  give  protection.  The  Union 
artillery,  at  this  time,  were  replying  to  the  enemy's  fire.     We  opened   upon 
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the  enemy's  line  of  batteries  along  the  Emmitsburg  pike,  firing  but  few  shots 
until  Captain  Cooper  received  the  order  to  cease  firing.  The  entire  Union  line 
about  the  same  time  slackened  and  almost  ceased  its  fire,  for  what  purpose  was, 
at  the  time,  readily  understood.  When  Pickett's  Division  of  Longstreet's 
Corps  advanced  under  cover  of  artillery,  in  its  now  celebrated  charge,  its  right 
flank  received  the  destructive  fire  of  our  guns,  until  a  battery  of  the  Washing- 
ton Artillery  (Eshleman's)  moved  out  some  four  hundred  yards  and  opened 
upon  the  batteries  and  troops  upon  our  right.  Upon  that  battery  our  guns 
were  immediately  concentrated,  completely  shattering  it  and  compelling  its 
hasty  withdrawal.  For  about  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  we  ceased  firing  ;  but 
were  soon  confronted  by  Wilcox's  Alabama  Brigade,  which  was  coming  over 
the  crest  about  1,000  yards  distant,  moving  directly  toward  us.  Upon  Wilcox's 
lines  as  they  came,  this  battery  in  connection  with  adjacent  batteries  poured 
forth  case  shot,  until  the  enemy  reached  canister  range,  when  double-charges 
were  thrown  into  them  with  such  telling  effect  that  they  were  sta^ered, 
checked,  routed  and  repulsed,  without  infantry  assistance,  leaving  many  dead 
and  wounded  in  our  battery  front.  Of  the  enemy's  wounded  and  surrendering 
troops,  many  were  brought  within  the  Union  lines  at  our  guns  ;  iind  this  vir- 
tually closed  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  We  expended  this  third  day  one 
hundred  and  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  strangely  escaped  with  but  one 
casualty  Private  Frederick  Workman,  wounded.  At  the  beginning  of  this 
battle  we  had  one  hundred  and  fourteen  officers  and  men  "present  for  duty,  " 
of  whom  not  over  seventy-five  to  eighty  were  under  fire  at  any  one  time.  We 
expended  in  all  1,050  rounds  of  amunition,  about  five  tons.  We  had  three 
killed  and  nine  wounded  ;  others  were  slightly  injured,  but  Captain  Cooper 
never  reported  any  one  as  wounded  who  was  able  for  duty.  In  commemoration 
of  this  the  greatest  battle  of  the  war,  fought  under  the  command  of  that 
accomplished  soldier,  the  gallant  and  able  General  George  G.  Meade,  a  Penn- 
sylvanian,  and  upon  Pennsylvania  soil,  we  have  come  to  and  do  now  deflicate 
this  monument  to  the  memory  of  our  comrades  who  gave  up  their  lives  upon 
this  hill,  at  the  Seminary  beyond  and  upon  other  fields  ;  and  as  a  testimonial 
to  your  valor  in  the  dark  days  of  this  great  Republic.  Our  other  positions  upon 
this  field  should  yet  be  marked,  especially  the  one  at  the  Theological  Seminary, 
and  the  one  occupied  in  the  third  day's  fight,  at  which  it  is  hoped  this  associa- 
tion will  yet  erect  suitable  memorials. 

Leaving  victorious  Gettysburg,  we  are  next  in  line  at  Williamsport,  Mary- 
land, but  not  engaged  ;  then  in  the  game  of  "  strategy  "  between  Meade  and 
Lee,  along  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railway  ;  then  at  Mine  Eun  (November 
27,  1863),  where  we  warmly  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  Union  left. 

While  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  in  winter  quarters  near  Culpeper,  Vir- 
ginia, the  First  Corps  was  consolidated  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  under  command 
of  General  G.  K.  Warren,  a  most  excellent  and  worthy  officer,  with  whom  we 
ever  afterward  served. 

On  May  5,  1864,  coming  to  the  Wilderness  with  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 
weadvanced  to  the  Chewning  farm  near  Parker's  Store,  then  withdrew,  narrowly 
escaping  capture.  Were  next  engaged  at  the  Lacy  house,  and  finally  at  the 
front  line,  on  the  Orange  turnpike.  At  Laurel  Hill  or  Alsop's  farm,  we  were 
hotly  engaged,  and  being  withdrawn,  were  hastily  sent  to  the  right  and  as- 
sisted the  Second  Corps  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  the  Po  river.  Returning 
from  the  Po,  we  were  again   placed   close  up  to  the   enemy's  line,  where  we 
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treated  the  enemy  to  novel  mortar  practice  from  our  guns.  By  another  left  flank 
movement,  we  vrere  In  front  of  Spotsylvania  Court  House  (May  12  to  18),  where, 
in  two  positions,  we  engaged  the  enemy,  in  one  of  which  they  had  upon  us  au 
accurate  range  and  a  raking  fire.  These  three  battles  of  Laurel  Hill,  Po  river 
and  Spotsylvania  Court  House,  are  designated  by  the  War  Department  as 
"  Spotsylvania,"  and  as  such  is  thus  inscribed  upon  our  monument.  At  Jericho 
Ford,  North  Anna  river,  we  next  engaged  the  enemy,  inflicting  severe  injury 
upon  batteries  on  his  right ;  after  which  we  advanced  with  the  front  line. 
Moving  forward  we  engaged  the  enemy  at  the  Totopotomoy,  at  Bethesda  Cliurch, 
at  bloody  Cold  Harbor,  where  we  assisted  in  repulsing  an  attack  upon  the  Fifth 
Corps  lines  ;  and  finally  we  were  in  front  of  Petersburg  (June  17,  1864),  engaged 
in  the  assault  of  the  outer  lines,  which  were  carried.  From  the  lines  in  front 
of  Petersburg,  where  we  had  been  constantly  in  action,  we  were  next  at  the  cap- 
ture and  defense  of  the  Weldon  railroad,  at  which,  on  both  occasions,  we  were 
heavily  and  closely  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

Having  participated  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg  until  the  final  attack  came, 
early  in  the  morning  of  April  2,  1865,  we  opened  from  our  four  guns  in  Fort 
Davis  and  from  our  two  guns  in  Battery  22,  a  most  accurate,  vigorous. and  con- 
stant fire  upon  Fort  Mahone  (  "  Damnation  "  )  and  the  enemy's  lines  to  right 
(Rives'  salient),  until  the  works  on  the  right  were  captured  ;  after  which  we 
directed  our  fire  on  Fort  Mahone  and  the  works  immediately  adjacent.  During 
the  forenoon  of  that  day,  Captain  William  McClelland,  who  was  in  command 
(Captain  Cooper  having  been  previously  mustered  out),  with  Lieutenant  Thomas 
C.  Kice  and  two  detachments  from  the  guns  in  Fort  Davis,  went  to  the  recently 
captured  part  of  the  enemy's  line,  crossed  over  into  their  battery  No.  27,  and, 
under  a  hot  fire,  turned  upon  the  enemy  their  own  guns  of  Captain  Patterson's 
Georgia  battery  of  the  Sumter  artillery,  and  fired,  of  their  own  ammunition,  six 
hundred  rounds.  The  remaining  available  section  in  Fort  Davis  was  taken 
during  the  day,  to  Fort  Sedgwick  ("Hell'"),  where  it  continued  its  fire.  This 
was  the  last  great  battle  in  which  we  participated,  and  Captain  McClelland,  by 
his  bravery,  courage  and  ability,  proved  himself  a  most  worthy  and  fitting  suc- 
cessor to  his  illustrious  predecessor  in  command.  Our  last  loss  was  here — two 
killed,  one  mortally  wounded  and  one  ofiicer  and  one  non-commissioned  oflicer 
slightly  wounded  ;  and  with  the  race  to  Appomattox  the  record  is  closed.  Turn- 
ing in  our  guns  and  munitions  of  war,  we  were  mustered  out  at  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  June  9,  1865,  after  full  four  years'  service. 

During  our  term,  this  battery  fought  in  twenty-seven  of  the  principal  en- 
gagements of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  (including  Chantilly,  Laurel  Hill  and 
Po  river) ;  and  of  twelve  of  the  greatest  battles  of  the  war,  wherein  the  Union 
losses  in  each  were  from  eleven  to  twenty-three  thousand,  we  were  actively  en- 
gaged in  nine  of  them. 

As  a  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  we  were  with  the  division 
longer  than  any  other  battery  of  our  regiment,  having  served  and  fought  With 
that  organizatioii  during  its  entire  existence,  excepting,  however,  in  the  battles 
of  Gettysburg  and  Mine  Run,  in  which  we  were  with  the  First  Corps.  And  as 
an  original  command,  we  were  the  only  part  of  the  Reserves  that  served  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  throughout  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  strength  of  the  battery  was  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
ii  four  gun  or  a  six  gun  battery,  according  as  we  had  men.  Our  total  enrol- 
ment shows  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  officers  and  men  ;  but  this  includes 
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two  different  details  from  tlie  infantry,  and  a  temporary  transfer  of  some  re- 
cruits, many  of  whom  were  finally  sent  to  another  battery  of  our  regiment. 

Our  total  expenditure  of  ammunition  was  over  11,200  rounds,  or  about  fifty- 
six  tons.  We  were  always  at  the  front,  never  in  the  rear  ;  long  range  or  short 
range,  it  made  no  difference,  for  we  excelled  in  the  accuracy  of  our  fire  and  our 
shots  counted,  mention  of  which  is  made  in  the  official  reports. 

Our  total  casualties  were:  Twenty-one  (21)  killed  and  died  of  wounds  (two 
officers  and  nineteen  men);  seventeen  (17)  died  of  disease,  etc.;  and  fifty-two 
(52)  wounded  (the  latter  not  including  our  mortallynor  those  slightly  injured). 
Our  percentage  of  loss  is  smaller  than  that  of  many  infantry  companies  ;  but 
this  difference  in  percentage  is  not  so  much  because  of  our  less  exposure  to  the 
enemy  ;  but  more  by  reason  of  a  difference  in  methods  of  v?ork  on  the  field, 
and  of  our  having  had  in  action,  at  any  one  time,  but  two-thirds  to  three-fourths 
of  those  "  present  for  duty."  Our  loss  iu  killed  and  died  of  wounds  as  it  is, 
stands  the  greatest  loss  sustained  by  any  volunteer  battery  of  light  artillery  iu 
the  Union  army,  which  is  readily  accounted  for  by  our  participation  in  the 
many  principal  engagements. 

This  hour  and  occasion  permits  only  this  brief  reference  to  the  service  of  our 
organization.  I  have  aimed  at  accuracy,  have  given  no  glowing  account,  nor 
have  I  unduly  magnified  our  work  upon  the  field  of  battle.  The  official  record 
will  speak  for  us,  and  will  furnish  to  faithful  historians  that  which,  when  ex- 
amined, will  show  that  for  length  of  term  and  active  service  in  the  field,  prin- 
cipal engagements,  ammunition  expended  and  losses,  we  stand  among  the  first, 
if  not  the  very  first,  of  all  the  batteries  that  fought  in  the  Union  cause. 

And  now,  comrades,  a  word  iu  conclusion.  Having  returned  to  our  peaceful 
pursuits  of  life,  we  look  back  to  the  time  when,  upon  this  field  and  elsewhere, 
you  were  among  the  foremost  men  of  this  Nation  ;  and  right  glad  the  people 
were  then  to  have  you  foremost  and  front.  You  deserve  and  ought  yet  to  be 
among  the  first  iu  the  hearts  of  this  mighty  people,  who  are  richly  enjoying  the 
dearly  bought  privileges  which  your  blood  and  your  valor  won.  You  are  the 
men  who,  when  treason  sped  her  poisoned  arrows  at  the  heart  of  the  great  Ee- 
public,  "left  your  homes  and  dear  ones  and  stood  up  as  a  mighty  barrier  between 
the  government  and  armed  rebellion.  Without  the  full  measure  of  devotion 
which  you  unselfishly  gave  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  in  the  great  extremity, 
we  would  not  have  this  grand  and  glorious  country  of  ours,  of  which  we  are 
this  day  so  justly  proud.  In  those  eventful  days  we  stood  hand  to  hand, 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  heart  to  heart,  and  fought  upon  many  fields  of  bloody 
strife.  Ties  of  friendship  and  association  were  then  formed  which  nothing  but 
the  icy  hand  of  death  can  destroy  or  tear  asunder.  Our  patriotic  devotion  to 
our  country's  flag  has  also  been  increased  by  the  mighty  sacrifices  we  have 
made— by  the  times  we  have  followed  that  starry  banner  through  the  iron  storms 
and  leaden  hail.  Its  stripes  remind  us  of  that  great  price  with  which  our  noble 
an6estors  purchased  our  precious  liberties  ;  its  beautiful  blue  galaxy  tells  us 
that  by  the  bravery,  courage  and  heroism  of  our  comrades  in  arms,  not  one 
single  star  fell  Irom  that  glorious  constellation  of  states. 

Almost  a  quarter  century  has  rolled  around  since  the  war  closed,  and  you 
are  all  growing  old.  Soon  the  cold  hand  of  the  destroyer  will  lay  hold  of  you; 
and  though  your  locks  are  becoming  grey  with  fast  declining  years,  though 
your  steps  are  unsteady  and  your  bodily  infirmities  are  fast  increasing,  all 
caused  by  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a  cruel  war  ;  yet  this  we  know — the 
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fires  of  your  lofty  patriotism  will  continue  to  burn  brightly  to  the  end.  You 
have  fought  a  good  fight,  you  have  run  the  course.  May  the  glory  of  your 
mighty  deeds,  and  the  cloudy  pillar  which  hovered  over  all  of  us  upon  many  a 
well  fought  field,  ever  keep  us  in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteousnes,  and  di- 
rect us  onward  and  upward  to  the  Promised  Land,  where  we  shall  enroll  our- 
selves anew  in  the  armies  of  the  Great  Ruler  who  hath  given  all  the  victories. 


DEDICATION    OF   MONUMENT 

BATTERY  "F"  (HAMPTON'S) 

PENNSYLVANIA  INDEPENDENT  LIGHT  ARTILLERY 

BATTERY  "  F  "  (Hampton's)  Independent  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery 
was  the  oflScial  name  of  this  organization,  but  throughout  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  at  home,  it  was  known  as  "Hampton's  Battery," 
named  after  its  first  Captain  Robert  E.  Hampton.  The  battery  was 
recruited  in  Pittsburg  and  neighborhood,  and  was  mustered  into  United  States 
service  October  8,  1861.  It  commenced  active  operations  about  December  15 
of  the  same  year  in  the  military  department  of  the  upper  Potomac,  Major  Gen- 
eral N.  P.  Banks  commanding.  The  first  engagement  was  at  Dam  No.  5  on 
the  Potomac,  December  18,  followed  by  a  series  of  skirmishes  in  the  vicinity 
of  Hancock,  Maryland,  lasting  January  4,  5  and  6,  1862.  The  battery  -first 
crossed  the  Potomac  into  Virginia  at  Harper's  Ferry,  February  26. 

In  a  succession  of  engagements  lasting  from  April  5  to  18,  the  enemy  under 
"Stonewall"  Jackson  was  forced  back  to  Eden  burg,  and  subsequently  to 
Cross  Keys,  where  a  battle  was  fought  April  26.  General  Banks  was  then 
obliged  to  retire  before  a  superior  force  in  the  direction  of  the  Potomac,  engag- 
ing Jackson's  trooj)S  at  Middletown,  May  24,  and  at  Winchester,  May  25  ;  the 
battery  making  a  stand  at  every  advantageous  point,  and  covering  the  retreat 
all  the  way.  Captain  Hampton  was  frequently  complimented  for  the  excel- 
lent fighting  qualities  of  his  inen  in  general,  and  the  splendid  execution  of  his 
gunners  in  particular.  The  battery  was  soon  after  this  stationed  at  Front 
Royal,  where  it  remained  until  August  17,  when  it  was  ordered  to  join  the  army 
of  Major  General  Pope  on  the  Rappahannock. 

Up  to  this  time  the  battery  had  been  composed  of  two  .sections,  four  guns  ; 
but  before  joining  Pope  it  was  increased  to  ii  regulation  six  gun  battery,  by 
the  arrival  of  fifty  new  recruits.  After  this  the  battery  participated  in  the 
fighting  at  Freeman's  Ford,  August  22,  White  Sulphur  Springs,  August  23 
and  34,  Waterloo,  August  3.">,  Second  Bull  Run.  August  29  and  30,  Chantilly, 
September  1,  and  Falls  Church,  September  2. 

The  several  armies  that  had  been  operating  in  different  parts  of  Northern 
Virginia  were  now  consolidated  under  General  McClellan  (who  had  been  un- 
.successful  on  the  Peninsula).  General  Lee  had  undertaken  the  invasion  of  the 
north,  and  was  threatening  Washington  City,  Baltimore  and  Harrisburg.  Mc- 
Clellan crossed  the  Potomac  into  Maryland  to  circumvent  the  Confederate 
army,  and  in  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  September  14,  and  Antietam,  16 
and  17,  the  battery  was  actively  engaged  all  the  time. 


PHOTO.    BY   W.  H.  TIPTON,   GETTrSSURG- 


PRINT:   THE   F.  GUTEKUN5T  CO.,  PHILA. 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  887 

After  the  close  of  the  Antietam  campaign  the  battery  was  assigned  to  the 
Twelfth  Army  Corps,  Major  General  Slocum  commanding,  and  stationed  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  taking  part  in  movements  under  General  Geary  against  Charles- 
town,  November  9,  and  Winchester,  December  2.  December  10,  the  Twelfth 
Army  Corps  broke  up  its  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  moved 
to  the  support  of  General  Burnside,  then  engaged  in  his  operations  before 
Fredericksburg.  That  campaign  proving  fntile,  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps 
settled  down  for  the  winter  in  a  line  extending  from  Fairfax  Court  House  to 
Aquia  Creek.  From  December  10,  1862,  to  January  20,  1863,  the  battery  was 
quartered  in  tents  at  Fairfax  Station.  Beginning  with  the  latter  date,  it  parti- 
cipated with  Geary's  Division  in  a  succession  of  reconnaissance  operations  to- 
wards Dumfries,  and  finally  went  into  permanent  winter  quarters  in  log  huts 
near  the  great  base  of  supplies  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Aquia  Creek 
Landing  ;  its  guns,  posted  on  an  eminence,  covered  the  store  houses,  docks  and 
shipping. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April,  1863,  the  army  vacated  its  winter  camps  and 
marching  southward  crossed  the  Eapidan,  and  the  battery  was  in  the  battle  at 
Chancellorsville,  May  1,  2  and  3.  On  the  last  day  it  lost  heavily— Captain 
Hampton  and  one  man  killed,  four  men  wounded,  thirty-one  horses  killed, 
and  three  caissons  blown  up. 

Hampton's,  Thompson's  and  Knap's  Pittsburg  batteries  covered  the  re- 
treat of  that  part  of  the  army  that  recrossed  at  United  States  Ford,  retiring 
with  the  skirmishers,  after  the  last  pontoon  boat  had  been  hauled  away. 

Thompson's  Battery  (Independent  C)  also  lost  heavily  in  men,  horses,  and 
general  equipment,  and  a  temporary  consolidation  of  the  two  organizations 
was  then  ordered,  with  Thompson  in  command.  Twenty-four  men  from 
Hampton  were  assigned  to  Battery  H,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  Captain  Hunting- 
ton, and  served  with  it  until  reorganized  into  a  separate  command  again. 

Consolidated  C  and  F  were  then  assigned  to  the  Eeserve  Artillery  Corps, 
General  E.  O.  Tyler,  commanding,  and  occupied  a  camp  near  Culpeper  Court 
House  until  the  middle  of  June,  when  the  movement  of  the  army  to  the  north 
of  the  Potomac  began  that  culminated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  The  bat- 
tery was  in  the  Peach  Orchard  fight  at  Gettysburg,  with  General  Sickles'  Corps 
on  the  afternoon  of  July  3  ;  and  with  the  Second.  Army  Corps,  General  Han- 
cock, on  Cemetery  Eidge  all  day  July  3,  actively  employed  whenever  artillery 
was  used,  and  performed  yoeman  service  during  Pickett's  onset  just  before 
the  close  of  the  battle. 

In  this  battle  Hampton's  Battery  lost  seven  killed  outright,  or  died  of 
wounds,  including  Lieutenant  Joseph  L.  Miller,  and  eleven  wounded. 

Major  General  Warren  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps,  after  the  wounding  of  General  Hancock,  had  been  well  pleased  with  the 
conduct  of  the  battery  during  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  requested  that  it  be 
permanently  attached  to  that  corps.  After  the  army  recrossed  the  Potomac, 
the  battery  was  stationed  near  Warrentou  Junction,  on  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria Eailroad,  and  remained  there  until  October,  when  a  Confederate 
movement  on  its  flank  obliged  the  Second  Army  Corps  to  fall  back  to  Center- 
ville  Heights.  On  October  15,  the  battery  engaged  in  an  artillery  fight  at 
Blackburn's  Ford,  compelling  the  enemy  to  retire  with  severe  loss. 

In  the  latter  part  of  November  it  took  part  in  the  Mine  Run  campaign,  hav- 
ing engagements  with  the  enemy  on  the  27th,  28th,  29th  and  30th  at  Eobert- 
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son's  Tavern,  Mine  Run  and  "Whitehall  Church.  December  3,  recrossed  the 
Bappahannock  and  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Brandy  Station.  In  the 
beginning  of  February,  1864,  took  part  in  a  reconnaissance  to  Morton's  Ford  on 
the  Eapidan,  participating  in  a  fight  on  the  6th,  when  the  object  of  the  move- 
ment having  been  attained,  returned  to  the  camp  at  Brandy  Station.  During 
the  spring  of  1864,  both  Hampton's  and  Thompson's  batteries  were  recruited 
to  their  maximum  number  of  men,  and  April  4,  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Camp  Barry,  Washington  City,  for  equipment,  and  from  that  date  forward  the 
two  organizations  acted  separately.  Captain  Nathaniel  Irish  commanding 
Hampton's  Battery.  May  14,  the  battery  was  ordered  into  the  defenses  of 
Washington,  and  did  duty  there  until  July  4,  when  it  was  ordered  to  report 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  reaching  that  place  by  forced  marches  on  the  7th.  Prom 
then  until  October  5  the  battery,  armed  as  infantry,  was  employed  performing 
picket  duty,  guarding  trains,  and  transferring  prisoners  of  war.  October  5  was 
sent  to  Maryland  Heights  and  again  equipped  as  light  artillery. 

From  December  17  to  28,  the  battery  was  temporarily  assigned  to,  the  Eighth 
Army  Corps,  and  assisted  in  a  movement  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  beyond 
Winchester,  and  then  returned  and  went  into  winter  camp  on  Maryland 
Heights.  This  camp  was  occupied  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox, 
when  the  war  being  practically  ended,  the  battery  was  again  dismounted,  and 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Augur  in  the  defenses  of  Washington  City. 

April  19,  a  mounted  detachment  of  picked  men  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
funeral  procession  of  President  Lincoln  and  guarded  the  catafalque  from  the 
White  House  to  the  train  that  carried  it  away  from  Washington  City. 

The  battery  was  ordered  to  Pittsburg  in  June,  and  mustered  out  of  service 
on  the  26th. 


DEDICATION    OF  MONUMENT 

BATTERY  "C"  (THOMPSON'S) 

INDEPENDENT  PENNSYLVANIA  LIGHT  ARTILLERY. 

SKETCH    BY  CAPTAIN  JAMES  THOMPSON 

BATTERY  C  Independent  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery  (Thompson's) 
was  recruited  principally  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  early  in  Sep- 
tember, 1861  by  me,  under  authority  granted  Ward  H.  Lamon  by 
President  Lincoln,  to  raise  a  brigade  of  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery. 
This  battery  left  Pittsburg,  September  24,  and  arrived  at  Camp  Lamon,  near 
Williamsport,  Maryland,  September  25.  There  it  was  joined  by  twenty-three 
men,  Marylanders.  The  company  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  Volun- 
teer service  November  6,  1861,  for  three  years  ;  engaged  doing  camp  and  picket 
duty,  along  the  Potomac,  until  February  3,  1862,  when  it  was  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Banks  at  Frederick  City,  Maryland.  There  it  received 
horses  and  guns.  With  the  general  advance  of  the  army,  it  moved  with  Banks' 
Corps  to  Harper's  Ferry  ;  went  into  battery  on  Maryland  Heights  to  protect 
the  laying  of  pontoons  and  crossing  of  the  troops  ;  moved  to  Winchester,  Vir- 
ginia.    There  it  was  attached  to  Abercrombie's  Brigade.     On  March  31,  it  was 
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ordered  to  march,  with  brigade,  to  Alexandria,  Virginia,  to  embark  for  the 
Peninsula.  While  on  the  march  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Warrentou  Junc- 
tion. April  18,  1862,  on  a  reconnaissance  to  the  Rappahannock  bridge,  the 
battery  fired  its  first  shot  and  received  its  baptism  of  fire  and  then  returned  to 
camp.. 

About  this  time  commenced  the  retreat  back  on  Washington  ;  then  on  receiv- 
ing reinforcements  advanced  to  Front  Royal  and  back  to  near  the  tovpn  of 
Warrenton  ;  thence  to  Waterloo  Bridge,  vrhere  General  John  Pope  took  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  (Headquarters  in  the  saddle.  Stuart's 
Confederate  cavalry  found  it  at  Bristoe  Station  six  weeks  later.)  We  joined 
and  moved  with  the  First  Coips  and  was  engaged  at  the  sanguinary  battle  of 
Cedar  Mountain  on  the  9th  of  August,  at  Robertson's  river  on  the  12th,  at 
Rappahannock  bridge  on  the  21st  and  22d,  at  Thoroughfare  Gap  on  the  28th  ; 
loss  three  men  ;  at  Bull  Run  (second)  August  30  ;  loss  ten  men,  three  guns  and 
twenty  horses  ;  Chantilly  September  1  ;  at  South  Mountain  September  14  ;  at 
Antietam  September  17  ;  loss  in  this  engagement  thirteen  men,  two  of  whom 
were  detailed  from  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  New  York  Infantry,  father  and 
son,  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds  they  died  in  the  Smoketowu  hospital, 
Maryland  ;  eighteen  of  twenty-four  horses  under  fire  killed,  the  right  gun  dis- 
abled from  musket  balls,  nine  balls  passed  through  the  lid  of  the  limber  chest 
while  up  serving  ammunition  and  the  felloes  of  this  gun  were  cut  to  pieces  ; 
the  gun,  carriage  and  limber  were  condemned  and  we  drew  another  in  their 
place. 

Another  strange  incident  of  this  engagement  was  that  Private  Michael  Sulli- 
van while  carrying  a  shell  from  the  limber  chest  to  the  gun  a  Confederate  shell 
exploded  near  him,  the  flash  of  which  ignited  the  fuse  in  the  shell  he  was 
carrying  ;  it  exploded  tearing  all  his  clothes  off  and  wounding  him  severely. 
He  got  well,  though  never  able  to  return  to  the  service. 

At  Fredericksburg  December  13,  engaged  on  the  left  below  Fredericksburg; 
loss,  two  men  wounded,  two  horses  killed  and  one  gun  disabled;  after  the 
battle  returned  to  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock  river  and  went  into 
camp  at  Fletcher's  Chapel  on  the  picket  line  supported  by  the  Sixteenth 
Maine  Infantry.  We  took  in  the  memorable  mud  march  to  the  United  States 
Ford,  and  returned  to  camp  at  Fletcher's  Chapel  where  we  lay  until  April  29,* 
1863,  when  we  moved  with  the  First  Corps  to  Purdy's  Dam  below  Fredericks- 
burg, exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy  at  long  range  April  29,  May  1  and  2  ; 
then  marched  to  Chancellors ville  and  arrived  at  the  front  at  3  o'clock  a.  m. 
May  3;  we  manoeuvered  to  different  positions  under  fire,  but  were  not  engaged. 
On  the  evening  of  the  4th,  returned  to  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock 
and  placed  in  position  at  United  States  Ford  to  cover  and  protect  the  recrossing 
of  the  army,  and  we  did  it  so  well  that  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,- thanked 
ofiicers  and  men  of  battery  ;  loss,  one  man  killed,  two  wounded  severely.  May 
7,  we  marched  to  camp  near  Falmouth.  At  this  camp  Hampton's  Battery  F  was 
attached  to  Battery  C  ;  from  this  time  until  the  summer  of  1864,  when  they  were 
separated,  these  two  batteries  to  all  intents  and  purposes  were  one  ;  the  history 
of  the  military  service  of  one  belongs  to  the  other.  We  were  now  assigned  to  the 
Reserve  Artillery,  and  the  long  weary  march  to  Gettysburg  commenced,  where 
we  arrived  about  noon  July  2  ;  about  3  o'clock  p.  m.  we  were  placed  in  battery, 
overlooking  the  Baltimore  pike,  in  the  rear  of  Cemetery  and  Gulp's  Hills  ;  about 
4:30  o'clock  p.  m.  an  aide  to  General  Meade  arrived  with  orders  to  limber  up 
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and  proceed  to  the  Peach  Orchard  at  double  quick,  and  relieve  Ames'  New- 
York  Battery.  On  arriving  there  the  left  and  center  sections  took  positions 
occupied  by  Ames,  facing  south,  and  the  right  section  placed  one  gan  betvfeen 
Sherfy's  stable  and  garden  fence,  the  other  gun  on  the  Emmitsburg  road 
both  facing  vfest. 

The  guns  were  all  in  position  about  tvfenty  minutes  when  the  left  and  center 
sections,  they  being  further  advanced  to  the  south,  opened  Are  on  the  enemy's 
infantry,  which  was  advancing  from  the  south,  they  not  being  in  view  of  the 
right  section  consequently  did  not  come  into  action  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
later  and  when  they  did  they  brought  a  reply  from  about  twenty  masked  guns 
all  within  canister  range.  The  first  discharge  swept  the  right  section  out  of 
position  like  a  whirlwind  ;  the  left  and  center  sections  not  being  so  much  ex- 
posed held  their  position  until  driven  back  by  infantry  charge  in  front  and  an 
enflading  fire  from  artillery  on  their  right  flank.  Seeing  it  was  impossible  to 
serve  artillery  afifectually  we  withdrew  battery  section  and  piece,as  we  conld  best 
get  them  oif,  and  went  into  battery  with  the  Sixth  Maine  about  five  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  the  north  base  of  Little  Eound  Top  Mountain,  where  we  had 
an  enfilading  fire  on  the  line  of  rebel  infantry  as  they  charged  across  the  field 
in  front  of  the  Second  Corps.  Night  closed  the  engagement  and  we  drew  back 
to  the  base  of  Little  Round  Top  Mountain  to  repair  the  losses  of  the  day  and 
get  ready  for  the  final  contest  next  day. 

July  3,  at  dawn,  we  were  ordered  into  position  on  the  left  of  the  Second  and 
right  of  the  Third  Corps,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  left  of  the 
spot  where  General  Hancock  was  wounded,  confronting  Lee's  right  center. 
During  the  forenoon  we  occasionally  fired  a  shot  at  the  enemy  to  get  their  range. 
We  had  orders  from  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,  not  to  waste  our  ammu- 
nition by  replying  to  the  artillery  ;  but  reserve  it,  as  we  had  plenty  for  defen- 
sive operations  but  none  to  throw  away  on  the  offensive.  About  1  o'clock  p.  m. , 
at  the  sound  of  a  signal  gun,  Lee's  whole  line  of  rebel  artillery  opened  fire, 
to  which  we  did  not  reply  until  we  received  a  written  order  from  General  Han- 
cock to  open  fire,  as  it  was  demoralizing  the  whole  line  of  battle.  We  were  only 
too  glad  for  the  chance,  for  it  is  much  easier  to  fight  than  lay  idle  under  such 
a  storm  of  shot,  shell  and  missiles.  The  cannonade  was  kept  up  until  the  Con- 
'federate  batteries  ceased  firing,  when  we  saw  Pickett's  Division,  supported  by 
others,  emerge  from  Seminary  Heights;  this  was  our  opportunity  to  get  revenge 
for  our  defeat  of  the  first  and  second  days.  We  fired  case  shot  into  their  ad- 
vancing lines  until  they  got  within  canister  range,  then  we  gave  them  that  in 
double  charges  ;  as  we  saw  this  charge  we  don't  believe  there  was  a  fighting 
rebel  that  penetrated  our  lines.  Great  masses  of  them  lay  down  and  threw  up 
their  hands  in  token  of  surrender,  two  hundred  yards  in  front  of  where  General 
Hancock  was  wounded.  They  were  driven  in  such  numbers  by  our  infantry, 
that  when  they  came  through  the  line  of  artillery,  the  Excelsior  Brigade  sup- 
posed them  charging  our  line  and  fired  into  them  !md  killed  some  ;  this  will 
account  for  dead  rebels  within  our  lines  of  battle.  This  ended  this  historical 
battle ;  our  loss  was  six  officera  wounded,  two  of  whom  died  from  effect  of 
wounds  ;  twenty-two  men  killed,  wounded  and  missing  ;  total  twenty-eight 
men,  thirty-five  horses,  one  gun  spiked  and  left  on  field  near  Peach  Orchard  ; 
it  was  recaptured  and  brought  into  our  lines  by  Captain  Dow  of  the  Sixth  Maine, 
during  the  night  of  the  2d.*  This  loss  exceeds  any  other  Pennsylvania  battery 
^  Taken  from  official  report.  War  Department. 
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and  is  only  surpassed  by  four  others  :  Cushing's  A,  Fourth  United  States, 
Stewart's  B,Fourth  United  States,  Freeborn's  E,First  Rhode  Island  and  Arnold's 
A,  First  Rhode  Island. 

We  followed  Lee's  army  to  the  Rappahannock,  and  then  fell  back  to  near 
Centerville,  Lee  following.  October  14,  General  Warren, commanding  the  army 
in  the  absence  of  General  Meade,  established  his  headquarters  in  -view  of 
Mitchell's  Ford,  Bull  Run  ;  a  rebel  battery  moved  into  position  near  the  ford 
and  opened  on  headquarters.  General  Warren  ordered  me  to  take  Battery  C 
and  two  others  of  the  Reserve  Artillery  and  silence  them.  C  went  into  position 
under  heavy  fire  about  twelve  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy  with  men,  horses 
limbers  and  caissons  well  covered. 

We  opened  fire  and  then  the  enemy  concented  their  fire  on  us.  Now  we  dis- 
covered we  had  to  contend  with  the  celebrated  Whitworth  Battery  ;  the  boys 
called  it  the  "swamp  angel  "  from  its  long  range  and  its  peculiar  long  shaped 
octagon  shell.  The  duel  lasted  about  twenty  minutes;  on  an  expenditure  of 
forty-four  rounds  of  ammunition  we  silenced  them,  with  a  loss  of  one  horse 
which  was  shot  from  under  Lieutenant  Paul. 

The  battery  did  its  work  so  handsomely  that  General  Warren  complimented 
it,  and  it  was  assigned  to  his  corps,  the  Second.  The  other  two  batteries  re- 
turned to  the  Reserve  Artillery  without  having  to  come  into  action.  Then  we 
moved  with  the  Second  Corps  to  Brandy  Station.  On  the  27th  of  November 
we  moved  to  Mine  Run  and  were  engaged  at  Robertson's  Cross  Roads,  supported 
by  Hays'  Division,  Second  Corps.  We  returned  to  camp  and  were  engaged  at 
Morton's  Ford,  February  6,  1864. 

During  December,  1863,  and  January,  1864,  most  of  the  men  reenlisted  as 
veteran  volunteers,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

On  the  reorganization  of  the  army  by  General  Grant,  in  the  spring  of  1864, 
the  battery  was  sent  to  Washington  city,  where  it  remained  in  the  defenses 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  It  then  returned  to  Pittsburg  and  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  June  30,  1865. 


DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

BATTERY  "E"  (KNAP'S) 

INDEPENDENT  PENNSYLVANIA  LIGHT  ARTILLERY 
September  ii,  18S9 

ADDRESS  OF  REV.  D.  NICOLL 

MK.  President  and  Comrades  : — It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  per- 
mitted to  visit  this  memorable  battle-field,  and  to  participate  with 
you  in  the  exercises  connected  with  the  dedication  of  these  monu- 
ments. On  this  field,  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
took  place  one  of  the  most  important  and  fiercely  contested  military  engage- 
ments known  in  modem  warfare. 

The  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  without  doubt,  tlie  turning  point  in   the  war 
of  the  rebellion.     What  Waterloo  was  to  Napoleon.  Gettysburg  was  to  the  Con- 
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federate  forces  under  General  Lee,  and  the  day  will  come  when  this  field  will 
be  visited  by  tourists  with  as  much  interest  as  Waterloo. 

It  is  eminently  proper  therefore  that  upon  this  field  should  be  erected  monu- 
ments which  shall  be  perpetual  memorials  of  the  patriotism  and  bravery  of  the 
commands  participating  in  the  battle  by  which  the  decisive  victory,  so  far 
reaching  in  its  effects,  was  achieved. 

Among  the  organizations  which  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July 
1,  2  and  3,  1863,  and  contributed  in  some  degree  to  its  successful  issue  was 
Knap's  Independent  Battery  •'£"  Pennsylvania  Artillery.  It  may  not  be 
improper  therefore  at  this  time  to  give  a  brief  outline  of  the  history  of  the  bat- 
tery from  its  organization  and  of  its  service  during  the  war.  In  August,  1861, 
James  D.  McGill,  having  returned  from  the  three  months'  service,  opened  u, 
recruiting  office  in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  and  began  recruiting  a  com- 
pany to  serve  three  years  or  during  the  war.  By  the  1st  of  September  follow- 
ing the  company  numbered  ninety-eight  men,  and  was  encamped  on  what  was 
then  Seminary,  but  now  known  as  Monumental  Hill,  in  Allegheny  City. 

About  that  time  Joseph  M.  Knap,  a  lieutenant  in  Company  L,  Twenty- 
eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  had  received  authority  to  re- 
cruit a  battery  to  serve  with  the  Twenty-eighth  Eegiment  arrived  in  Pittsburg. 

Arrangements  were  made  whereby  a  part  of  the  company  enlisted  by  Mc- 
Gill were  taken  into  the  battery,  and  on  the  21st  of  September,  1861,  left  for 
the  front,  and  joined  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  at  Point  of  Rocks  in  Mary- 
land. 

The  ranks  of  the  company  were  not  yet  full,  and  colonel  afterwards  General 
J.  W.  Geary,  by  authority  from  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  trans- 
ferred a  sufficient  number  of  men  from  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  to  give 
the  company  the  complement  of  one  hundred  men  required  for  a  four  gun  bat- 
tery. The  company  was  then  formally  organized  by  the  election  of  Joseph  M. 
Knap  as  captain,  and  proceeded  to  Washington  where  it  received  four  lO-ponnder 
Parrott  guns  with  caissons,  horses  and  equipments  complete. 

The  company  at  once  commenced  a  course  of  instruction  and  drill  under  its 
own  officers,  supervised  and  directed  by  officers  of  the  United  States  Artillery. 

This  course  of  instruction  and  drill  lasting  nearly  two  months,  was  very 
thorough  and  by  some  of  the  men  probably  considered  severe,  but  it  proved  to 
be  of  great  advantage  during  the  entire  subsequent  career  of  the  battery.  About 
the  1st  of  November,  1861,  the  battery  rejoined  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  J.  W.  Geary,  at  Point  of  Rocks.  As  supplementary  to 
the  drill  at  Washington,  Captain  Knap  obtained  permission  to  expend  am- 
munition in  target  practice,  using  for  targets,  objects  on  the  Virginia  side  of 
the  Potomac  river.  This  practice  proved  to  be  of  great  value  to  the  battery, 
when  on  the  19th  of  December,  1861,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  camp 
with  a  battery  of  three  guns  posted  on  the  heights  opposite.  This  was  the 
first  time  the  battery  had  been  under  fire  from  the  enemy,  but  it  replied 
promptly  with  vigor  and  effect  with  two  guns  (the  other  two  guns  being  on 
Maryland  Heights)  and  succeeded  in  disabling  and  silencing  the  rebel  guns 
within  half  an  hour.  "  This  episode  gave  confidence  not  only  to  the  members 
of  the  battery,  but  also  to  the  infantry  who  would  have  been  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy's  guns,  had  they  not  been  silenced." 

During  the  winter  of  1861  and  1862,  the  battery  remained  in  the  vicinity  of 
Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's  Perry,  taking  part  in  the  occasional  skirmishes 
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that  occurred.  The  membership  of  the  battery  was  also  increased  during  this 
time,  by  recruits,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  more  guns 
had  been  procured  making  it  a  six-gun  batter3'. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March,  1862,  it  crossed  the  Potomac  river  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  advanced  with  Geary's  command  to  the  Hue  of  Manassas  Gap  Eail- 
road,  and  was  posted,  four  guns  under  command  of  Captain  Knap  at  Rector- 
town  and  two  guns  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Atwell  at  Front  Royal.  Ou 
this  march  the  battery  participated  in  the  taking  of  Leesburg,  Middleburg, 
White  Plains  and  other  small  places.  When  General  Jackson  made  his  rapid 
advance  down  the  Valley  against  the  forces  under  General  Banks,  he  struck 
the  advance  post  at  Front  Royal,  commanded  by  Colonel  Kenly  of  the  First 
Maryland  ou  the  23d  of  May,  1862.  Colonel  Kenly  made  a  gallant  resistance 
and  the  section  of  the  battery  under  Lieutenant  Atwell  rendered  excellent  ser- 
vice. But  this  small  detachment  consisting  of  less  than  seven  hundred  men 
could  not  long  withstand  the  attack  of  the  combined  forces  of  Jackson  and 
Ewell  numbering  twenty-two  thousand  of  all  arms,  and  the  order  was  given  to 
retire  towards  Winchester.  During  the  retreat  down  the  Valley  the  two  guns 
were  captured  and  twenty-eight  of  the  thirty-five  men  belonging  to  the  section 
were  taken  prisoners.  The  guns  were  recovered,  however,  when  General  Jack- 
son in  turn  found  it  necessary  to  hasten  his  retreat  to  escape  the  Union  forces 
who  were  closing  in  ou  his  flanks  and  rear.  Colonel  Kenly  in  his  report  of  the 
engagement,  highly  complimented  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  battery 
for  their  skill  and  bravery. 

About  the  1st  of  August,  1862,  the  battery  was  assigned  to  Crawford's  Bri- 
gade, General  Banks'  Corps,  and  moved  toward  Culpeper. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1862,  it  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain. 
In  this  battle  the  battery  met  with  its  first  loss,  in  the  death  of  Private  Con- 
nelly, killed  in  action.  The  battery  was  also  engaged  in  the  minor  skirmishes 
of  Pope's  retreat  toward  Centerville,  among  which  the  battle  at  White  Sulphur 
Springs  was  the  most  memorable.  In  this  engagement,  the  superiority  ot 
Knap's  Battery  was  demonstrated  when  it  silenced  a  rebel  battery  in  half  an 
hour,  a  task  which  the  combined  efforts  of  two  other  batteries,  after  several 
hours  of  constant  firing  had  failed  to  perform. 

Early  in  September,  1862,  the  battery  took  up  the  line  of  March  to  Frederick 
City,  Maryland,  and  on  the  17th  of  that  month,  took  part  in  the  hotly  contested 
battle  of  Antietam.  In  this  engagement  the  battery  again  lost  one  man  killed 
and  several  wounded. 

After  the  battle  of  Antietam,  the  battery  was  encamped  near  Sandy  Hook, 
Maryland,  until  October,  when  it  again  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  remained  in  camp  at  Loudoun  and  Bolivar  Heights  until  the  10th  of  De- 
cember, when,  with  the  Twelfth  Corps,  it  set  out  to  join  General  Burnside  in 
his  advance  against  Fredericksburg,  but,  owing  to  the  impassable  condition  of 
the  roads,  was  not  able  to  reach  that  place. 

The  battery  was  in  camp  successively  at  Fairfax  Station,  Stafibrd  Court  House 
and  Aquia  Creek  until  the  27th  of  April,  1863,  when  it  started  with  the  Twelfth 
Corps  by  way  of  fords  on  the  Rappahannock  and  Rapidan  rivers  to  Chancel- 
lorsville.  Arriving  at  Chancellorsville  on  the  evening  of  April  30,  it  took  part 
in  the  battle  at  that  place  on  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  of  May,  1863.  During  the 
first  and  second  days  of  the  battle,  the  position  of  the  battery  was  near  the 
Chancellorsville  House  with  the  Twelfth  Corps,  and  on  the  3d,  with  the  First 
Corps  on  the  right  of  the  line. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  May,  the  battery  was  ordered  to  occnpy  a  po- 
sition on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock  river  to  protect  the  pontoon 
bridges  which  were  being  fired  upon  by  the  enemy.  Here,  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  May,  the  battery  in  connection  with  four  guns  of  Thompson's  Battery 
had  an  artillery  duel  with  three  rebel  batteries  posted  upon  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river.  The  enemy's  guns  were  silenced  after  about  one  hour  of  firing, 
and  three  of  his  caissons  were  blown  up.  In  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  the 
battery  disabled  three  guns  ;  lost  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded,  among 
which  was  Lieutenant  Atwell.  Captain  Knap's  horse  was  shot  under  him  and 
himself  narrowly  escaped  death. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1863,  Captain  Knap  resigned  as  captain  of  the  battery 
in  order  to  accept  the  general  superin tendency  of  the  Fort  Pitt  foundry  at 
Pittsburg,  where  large  numbers  of  heavy  guns  and  mortars  were  being  cast 
for  the  navy  and  coast  fortifications. 

While  Captain  Knap  thus  severed  his  connection  with  the  army,  very  much 
to  the  regret  of  the  members  of  the  company  who  highly  respected  and  honored 
him,  both  as  a  man  and  an  officer,  he  did  not  cease  to  serve  his  country  with 
great  ability  and  fidelity,  the  ordnance  cast  under  his  direction  being  remark- 
able for  its  excellence. 

Lieutenant  Atwell  succeeded  Captain  Knap  in  command  of  the  battery. 
After  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  the  battery  was  in  camp  near  Aquia  Creek, 
until  about  the  last  of  June,  1863,  when  it  moved  northward  and  crossed  the 
Potomac  river  at  Edwards'  Ferry,  and  marched  up  the  Cumberland  Valley  in 
Maryland,  till  it  crossed  the  State  line  into  Pennsylvania  at  Littlestown.  on  ■ 
the  30th  of  June,  1863. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  1,  it  arrived  upon  this  battle-field,  and  took  position 
on  the  left  and  a  little  in  the  rear  of  Cemetery  Hill,  where  it  remained  during 
the  night  of  July  1 . 

The  first  active  service  rendered  by  the  battery  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
was  by  the  section  under  command  of  Lieutenant  E.  R.  Geary  on  Gulp's  Hill 
when,  in  connection  with  one  section  of  Battery  K,  Fifth  United  States  Artillery, 
it  silenced  eight  of  the  enemy's  guns  in  thirty  minutes. 

Respecting  this  action,  Lieutenant  Muhlenberg,  in  his  official  report,  says  : 
"  The  conduct  of  both  the  officers  above  mentioned  [i.  e.  Geary  and  VanReed), 
as  well  as  their  commands,  is  creditable  in  the  highest  degree.  The  remarkable 
coolness  exhibited  under  a  galling  fire,  and  the  bravery  displayed  in  sustaining 
all  the  parts  assigned  them  deserves  notice." 

General  J.  W.-  Geary,  in  his  report  of  the  same  action,  says  :  "At  4  p.  m., 
the  enemy  opened  with  a  fierce  attack  on  the  left  and  center  of  the  army,  and 
subjected  our  men  to  a  severe  artillery  fire.  Finding  that  a  battery  of  the 
enemy  posted  on  a  hill  across  Rock  creek  was  enfilading  the  lines  of  the  First 
and  Eleventh  Corps,  I  ordered  a  section  of  Knap's  Battery  and  one  of  Battery 
K,  Fifth  United  States,  to  take  a  position  on  the  eminence  at  the  left  of  Greene's 
Brigade,  and  to  silence  the  enemy's  guns.  This  they  did  after  a  hot  artillery 
duel  of  about  thirty  minutes.  The  guns  of  these  two  sections  were  admirably 
served  in  the  midst  of  a  deadly  fire  from  a  battery  which  raked  at  short  range 
the  position  they  occupied." 

It  was  during  this  action  that  the  battery  for  the  fourth  time  lost  one  man 
killed.  In  the  evening  of  July  2,  the  battery  was  posted  on  the  eminence 
where  Ave  now  stand,  known  on  that  day  as  Slocum's  Hill,  where  it  remained 
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until  the  close  of  the  battle.  On  the  morning  of  July  3,  at  about  4.30,  the 
battery  commenced  firing  from  this  position,  to  cover  the  advance  of  the  line 
on  the  right  of  Gulp's  Hill,  and  continued  firing  at  intervals  until  10  a.  m. 

In  reference  to  this  service  rendered  during  this  time  Lieutenant  Muhlen- 
berg says :  "  The  artillery  was  of  essential  service  at  this  part  of  the  field  and 
no  doubt  contributed  greatly  in  preventing  the  enemy  from  establishing  him- 
self in  so  desirable  a  position  vfhence  he  could  either  have  held  the  pike  or 
moved  his  forces  along  the  southeast  slope  and  occupied  a  sufficiency  of  Cem- 
etery Hill  to  annoy  if  not  entirely  control  the  position  held  by  the  army.  The 
marks  on  the  trees  and  immense  boulders  contiguous  to  the  line  of  entrench- 
ments prove  conclusively  that  the  practice  of  the  artillery  was  excellent  and 
splendidly  accurate." 

These  extracts  from  the  official  reports  of  General  Geary  and  Lieutenant 
Muhlenberg  furnish  abundant  evidence  that  Knap's  Battery  contributed  its 
full  share  in  securing  the  grand  victory  in  the  defeat  of  the  Cionfederatg  forces 
under  General  Lee  on  this  field  of  battle.  The  pursuit  of  the  enemy  in  his 
retreat  from  Gettysburg  was  continued  as  far  as  Culpeper  Court  House,  when 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1863,  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  were  ordered 
to  join  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  then  shut  up  in  Chattanooga.  The  bat- 
tery immediately  moved  to  Washington  where  it  was  relieved  of  all  surplus 
baggage,  horses  and  ammunition,  and  proceeded  by  railroad  to  Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee,  and  after  a  brief  halt  to  Bridgeport,  Alabama.  On  the  morning  of 
October  27,  1863,  with  a  part  of  General  Geary's  command,  it  crossed  the  Ten- 
nessee river  at  Bridgeport  and  commenced  the  march  to  Chattanooga,  and  ar- 
rived on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  October,  at  Wauhatchie  Junction  where  it 
went  into  camp. 

At  a  little  after  midnight.  General  Geary's  command,  which  consisted  of 
only  a  part  of  his  division,  was  attacked  in  front  and  on  both  fianks  by  a  largely 
superior  force  under  General  Longstreet. 

The  battle  raged  amid  the  darkness  with  terrible  earnestness,  until  finding 
that  no  advantage  was  being  gained,  and  that  his  ranks  were  being  rapidly 
decimated  by  grape  and  canister,  being  poured  into  them  by  the  battery, 
General  Longstreet  gave  up  the  contest  and  retreated  leaving  his  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field.  In  this  engagement  the  previous  record  of  the  loss  of 
the  battery  in  killed  was  broken.  Up  to  this  time  not  more  than  one  man  had 
been  killed  in  any  engagement,  but  at  "Wauhatchie  there  were  six  killed  and 
eighteen  wounded — the  number  killed  being  equal  to  all  the  previous  and 
subsequent  losses  of  the  battery  during  the  entire  four  years  of'its  service. 
During  this  engagement  Lieutenant  Geary  was  instantly  killed  and  Captain 
Atwell,  while  assisting  in  working  one  of  the  guns,  was  mortally  wounded 
and  died  soon  alter  the  battle. 

But  for  the  courage  and  valor  displayed  in  this  midnight  contest  by  "  Knap's 
Battery"  the  only  artillery  present,  the  entire  command  with  all  its  muni- 
tions of  war,  would  undoubtedly  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
That  this  is  not  an  extravagant  claim,  and  that  the  important  service  rendered 
by  the  battery  at  that  time  was  duly  appreciated,  is  clearly  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing special  order  issued  by  Major  J.  A.  Reynolds,  chief  of  artillery  : 

Headquarters  Artillehy  Brigade,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

BaiDGBPOBT,  ALABAMA,  1863. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  major  commanding-  congratulates  the  officers  and  men  of 
Independent  Battery  "  E,"  upon  their  distingruished  gallantry  in  the  late  engagement 
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at  Wauhatchie.  Upon  them  in  his  opinion  rests  the  credit  of  havinsr  repulsed  the 
enemy.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  them  for  the  coolness  and  courage  with 
which  they  served  their  guns  in  the  presence  of  almost  overpowering  odds.  When  all 
have  done  so  well  it  may  seem  invidious  to  mention  individuals.  But  the  following 
non-commissioned  oflSoers  deserve  special  mention  for  their  conduct  on  the  field. 
Sergeants  Shaw,  Hammond  and  Nicholl.  and  Corporal  Jones  are  deserving  for  their 
coolness  and  courage.  But  Corporals  Volk  and  Kane  are  deserving  of  special  notice 
for  their  conduct,  being  as  cool  during  the  whole  engagement  :is  on  drill,  thus  inspir- 
ing the  men  by  their  example.  In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Geary,  the  battery  has  lost 
one  of  its  most  efBoient  ofScers  and  the  service  a  brave  soldier  and  courteous  gentle- 
man. While  deeply  deploirng  his  death,  the  major  commanding  trusts  that  the  bright 
examplp  of  his  courage  and  patriotism  may  not  be  lost. 

By  command  of  J.  A.  Retnolds, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery^  Twelfth  Army  Corps. 

After  the  death  of  Captain  Atwell,  Lieutenant  J.  D.  McGill  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  battery.  In  November,  1863,  the  battery  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge,  but  without  loss.  Early  in 
January,  1864,  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  battery  re-enlisted  for  a  second 
term  of  service  and  were  given  a  veteran  furlough.  In  the  campaign  extending 
from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  May,  1864,  and  ter- 
minating with  the  fall  of  the  latter  city,  Septembei  1,  the  battery  bore  a 
prominent  part,  participating  in  the  following  battles  :  Eocky  Face  Ridge, 
Eesaca,  Pine  Knob  Mountain,  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek,  New  Hope  Church,  Kolb's 
House,  Dallas,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Atlanta.  At  Pine  Knob  Mountain  the  Confederate  General  Polk 
fell  a  victim  to  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  guns  of  Knap's  Battery.  At  the 
battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek  two  men  were  killed  and  Captain  McGill  seriously 
wounded.  Daring  the  entire  campaign  the  battery  was  attached  to  General 
Geary's  "White  Star  Division  and  with  the  division  was  constantly  at  the  post 
of  duty,  and  frequently  called  to  severe  conflict.  On  account  of  his  wounds 
Captain  McGill  resigned  and  Lieutenant  Dnnlevy  took  command  of  the  bat- 
tery. He  also  soon  after  resigned  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  Lieutenant 
Thomas  S.  Sloan  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy,  a  position  he  held  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  In  the  "march  to  the  sea,"  and  the  subsequent  march 
through  the  Carolinas,  the  battery  accompanied  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps  (com- 
posed of  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth)  sustaining  only  inconsiderable  losses  until 
it  reached  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  where  it  halted  and  remained  until  the 
surrender  of  the  rebel  armies.  From  Raleigh  it  proceeded  to  Washington 
where  the  ordnance  and  stores  were  turned  over  to  the  Government.  Early 
in  June,  it  was  ordered  to  Pittsburg,  and  on  the  14th  of  June,  1865,  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  at  Camp  Braddock's  Field,  Pennsylvania. 

During  its  term  of  service  the  battery  took  part  in  twenty-five  battles  and 
skirmishes  ;  twelve  men  were  killed  in  battle  ;  eleven  died  of  disease,  two  in 
rebel  prisons,  and  thirty-nine  were  wounded. 

Twenty-four  years  have  passed  since  the  close  of  the  war.  The  ranks  of  the 
soldiers  of  1861  and  1865  are  being  rapidly  thinned  by  the  hand  of  the  "  last 
enemy."  Already  as  far  as  known  forty-one  of  the  members  of  the  battery 
have  passed  1o  the  other  shore  ;  men  die,  but  principles  never,  and  the  epigram 
of  the  illustrious  General  Sherman:  "  The  war  of  the  rebellion  was  wrong, 
eternally  wrong,  and  the  war  for  the  Union  was  right,  eternally  right  "  will 
go  thundering  along  the  ages,  and  while  it  is  remembered,  we  will  rear  monu- 
ments to  the  memory  of  Union  veterans,  and  by  these  and  other  proper  observ- 
ances fittingly  commemorate  their  services. 
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SKETCH  OF  THE   SERVICES  OF 

-BATTERY  "F".AND  "G" 

BY   COLONEL   R.  BRUCE   RICKETTS 

IN  accordance  with  your  request  to  write  a  sketch  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
command  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  I  send  you  the  following  : 
My  command  at  Gettysburg  consisted  of  Batteries  "  F  "   and  "  G  " 
First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery — Battery  "  G  "  baring  been  attached 
to  my  original  command,  Battery  "  F  "  a  few  weeks  before  the  battle — the  two 
organizations  terming  a  full  six  gun  battery. 

We  were  attached  to  the  artillery  reserve,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  marched 
with  that  command  on  the  morning  of  July  2,  from  Taneytown  to  Gettysburg 
arriving  on  the  field  about  noon. 

At  4  p.  m.,  I  was  ordered  by  Captain  Huntington,  to  whose  brigade  of  the 
artillery  reserve  my  battery  was  attached,  to  report  to  Colonel  C.  S.  Wain- 
wright  who  commanded  the  line  ot  artillery  on  East  Cemetery  Hill.  We 
moved  up  the  Taneytown  road,  by  General  Meade's  headquarters,  halted  for 
a  short  time  behind  Cemetery  Hill  and  then  moved  up  the  Baltimore  pike  and 
relieved  Cooper's  Battery  "B"  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  on  East 
Cemetery  Hill. 

My  position  was  in  front  of  where  the  observatory  now  stands  with  my  left 
piece  near  the  stone  wall — on  my  left  over  the  stone  wall  was  Wiedrick's  New 
York  Battery  with,  I  believe,  six  guns.  On  my  right,  down  the  hill,  was 
Reynolds'  "  L  "  First  New  York  Battery  with,  I  think,  six  guns.  All  of  the 
above  three  batteries,  Wiedrick's,  Reynolds'  and  mine,  had,  as  I  remember  it, 
10-pounder  regulation  rifle  guns.  Behind  my  battery  was  Stewart's  Battery 
"  B  "  Fourth  XJ.  S.  Artillery  with  four  12-pounder  smooth-bore  guns  ;  two  of 
his  guns  were  on  the  Baltimore  pike  facing  the  town,  and  two  were  in  rear  of 
the  two  right  guns  of  my  battery  facing  to  our  front.  After  going  into  position 
we  were  engaged  with  the  enemy's  artillery  during  the  afternoon  until  John- 
son's Division  formed  on  Benner's  Hill  for  the  attack  on  Gulp's  Hill.  We 
opened  on  them  as  soon  as  they  appeared  on  the  hill  and  continued  the  fire  as 
they  advanced  down  the  hill  to  Rock  creek  and  into  the  woods  at  the  foot  of 
Gulp's  Hill.  When  they  got  into  the  woods  between  Rock  creek  and  Gulp's 
Hill  our  fire  was  guided  by  the  smoke  of  the  musketry  fire  rising  above  the 
trees.  At  about  dusk,  and  while  we  were  still  firing  on  Johnson's  troops — 
Early's  Division — which  had  formed  in  a  depression  running  from  the  town  to 
Rock  creek,  suddenly  appeared  in  our  front,  and  with  the  "  rebel  yell  "  charged 
directly  on  East  Cemetery  Hill.  They  were  at  once  under  the  fire  of  Wied- 
rick's, Reynolds'  and  my  battery  from  East  Cemetery  Hill  and  of  Stevens' 
Maine  Battery  on  Gulp's  Hill,  which  had  an  enfilading  fire  on  them.  As  far 
as  my  battery  was  concerned,  we  opened  at  once  with  double  shotted  canister, 
and  although  it  was  the  dusk  of  the  evening  and  the  smoke  of  the  guns  made 
it  quite  dark,  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  the  enemy  who  charged  in  our  imme- 
diate front  were  able  to  reach  our  guns.  Our  infantry  were,  however,  driven 
back  through  the  batteries  and  Wiedrick's  Battery  was  compelled  to  retire. 
The  left  fiank  of  ray  battery  was  then  completely  exposed,  and  the  enemy  who 
57 
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had  climbed  the  hill  in  Iront  of  Wiedrick's  Battery  were  able  to  reach  the  stone 
■wall  on  the  left  of  my  battery.  They  fired  directly  down  the  line  of  the  guns, 
but  fortunately  they  could  not  see  in  the  darkness  that  the  ground  fell  away 
from  my  left  piece  toward  the  right  of  the  battery.  I  remember  well  the  roar 
of  the  torrent  of  bullets  as  they  passed  over  our  heads.  My  men  behaved 
splendidly  in  this  great  emergency.  Soon  after  I  went  into  position,  Colonel 
"Wainwright  said  to  me,  "'  If  a  charge  is  made  on  this  point  you  will  not  limber 
up  and  leave  under  any  circumstances,  but  fight  your  battery  as  long  as  you 
can."  I  repeated  this  order  to  my  officers  and  men  and  I  do  not  remember 
ever  to  have  heard  of  any  member  of  my  command  having  failed  to  do  his 
whole  duty.  Only  once,  for  a  moment,  when  the  infantry  were  falling  back 
through  the  battery  some  of  my  men  gave  back,  but  were  instantly  rallied  with 
the  cry,  ' '  Die  on  your  own  soil  boys  before  you  give  up  your  guns. " 

Some  of  the  enemy  crossed  the  stone  wall  and  there  was  hand  to  hand  fight- 
ing in  the  left  of  the  battery  reaching  as  far  as  the  third  gun  from  the  left,  my 
men  fighting  with  handspikes,  rammers,  stones  and  pistols.  I  heard  at  the 
time  the  details  of  several  personal  encounters  but  unfortunately  failed  to  make 
a  note  of  them;  I  can  only  at  present  speak  of  what  I  saw.  I  devoted  my  ener- 
gies to  keeping  up  the  fire  from  as  many  guns  as  we  could,  and  in  going  along 
the  guns  I  suddenly  came  upon  a  group,  just  in  rear  of  the  third  gun  from  the 
left.  The  group  consisted  of  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Brockway,  acting  Sergeant 
Stratford  and  a  Confederate  soldier  who  was  on  the  ground.  Stratford  had  a, 
musket  clubbed  which  was  on  the  point  of  falling  when  I  seized  it  and  prob- 
ably saved  the  poor  fellow's  life.  I  do  not,  however,  remember  now  what  be- 
came of  him.  The  story  as  told  by  Brockway  afterwards  was  that  the  Con- 
federate demanded  Stratford's  surrender,  when  Brockway,  who  was  near  and 
forgetting  he  had  a  sword  picked  up  a  stone  and  struck  him  on  the  head,  when 
Stratford  seized  the  man's  musket  and  fired,  wounding  him  severely,  and  then 
clubbed  the  musket  and  would  no  doubt  have  brained  him  if  I  had  not  caught 
the  gun  at  that  moment.  At  about  this  time  and  near  the  same  place  James  H. 
Eiggin  the  guidon  bearer  staggered  against  me  and  fell  with  the  cry  "help  me 
captain."  "When  we  found  him  after  the  fight  he  was  dead  and  the  sleeve  of 
the  right  arm  of  my  coat  was  covered  with  the  brave  fellow's  blood.  "We  after- 
ward learned  that  in  a  personal  encounter  with  a  Confederate  officer  who  had 
attempted  to  capture  the  battery  guidon,  which  was  planted  near  the  second 
gnu  from  the  left— he  had  shot  the  officer  with  his  revolver,  but  at  the  same 
moment  the  staff  of  the  guidon  was  shot  in  two  and  poor  Eiggin  shot  through 
the  body.  Other  incidents  of  a  similar  character  showing  the  brave  and  de- 
termined stand  made  by  my  men  were  investigated  and  noted  by  Col.  John  B. 
Bachelder  soon  after  the  battle,  and  when  his  history  of  the  battle  is  published 
they  will-  no  doubt  be  recorded.  Three  of  my  men,  Francis  Neid,  Oscar  6. 
Lanabee  and  John  M.  Given,  cannoneers  of  the  left  piece,  were  carried  away 
as  prisoners.  Given  was  wounded  and  died  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
other  two  were  afterwards  exchanged.  The  situation  had  now  become  really 
desperate— Stewart  with  his  two  12-pounder  guns  on  the  pike  was  firing  can- 
nister  sweeping  the  ground  that  had  been  occupied  by  "Wiedrick's  Battery. 
There  was  nothing  left  on  East  Cemetery  Hill  to  resist  the  onslaught  of  the 
enemy  but  the  handful  of  brave  men  of  my  battery,  but  even  with  the  favor- 
ing circumstances  of  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  the  smoke  of  the  guns,  and  the 
lay  of  ground  they  were  becoming  exhausted  and  would  soon  have  been  over- 
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come,  but  just  at  this  time,  probably  the  most  critical  moment  during  the 
Battle  of  Gettysburg — Carroll's  Brigade  of  the  Second  Corps,  sent  in  on  the 
double-quick  by  General  Hancock,  arrived  and  passing  by  the  right  of  my 
battery  and  down  the  hill,  opened  fire  and  the  enemy  retired. 

During  the  battle  of  the  third  day  my  battery  was  engaged  off  and  on  with 
the  enemy's  batteries  on  their  left  and  center,  and  in  shelling  Johnson's  troops 
at  the  foot  of  Gulp's  Hill.  During  the  forenoon  I  was  ordered  to  run  up  a  gun 
to  the  stone  wall  on  my  left  and  shell  a  house  in  the  town  of  Gettysburg  from 
which  the  sharpshooters  had  became  very  annoying.  Later,  during  the  heavy 
cannonade  in  the  afternoon,  I  ran  up  two  guns  from  my  center  section  to  the 
same  stone  wall  and  fired  in  the  direction  of  Seminary  Eidge.  During  the 
great  artillery  duel  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day,  the  enemy's  shells  came 
into  my  battery  from  the  front,  left  flank  and  rear. 

I  never  knew  how  long  the  fight  lasted  on  the  evening  of  the  second,  but  I 
.  remember  that  after  everything  had  become  quiet  the  full  moon  was  just 
above  Gulp's  Hill. 
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DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

BATTERY  "H" 

THIRD  REGIMENT  PENNSYLVANIA  HEAVY  ARTILLERY 
September  17,  1891 

THE  battery  -was  organized  at  Camp  Enflf,  Camden,  New  Jersey,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  with  William  D.  Eank  as  captain,  and  Colonel  Herman 
Segebartli  in  command  of  the  regiment.     The  greater  part  of  the  bat- . 
tery  was  composed  of  Lebanon  county  men,  but  Philadelphia,  Dauphin, 
Armstrong,  Luzerne,  Allegheny  and  Crawford  counties  were  represented  in  its 
ranks. 

Owing  to  a  misunderstanding,  or  worse,  between  Colonel  Segebarth  and  a 
committee  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  who  were  acting  as  recruiting  agents, 
and  then  obtaining  the  signature  of  the  men  to  the  bounty  pay-roll  by  fraud 
and  misrepresentation ,  by  which  they  were  defrauded  out  of  the  greater  part 
of  their  bounty  money,  a  mutiny  arose  in  the  battery,  and  they  were  sent  to 
Fort  Delaware  under  arrest.  This  brought  us  into  the  department  and  under 
the  command  of  General  Robert  C.  Schenck,  with  headquarters  at  Baltimore. 

"While  thus  under  arrest,  the  men  were  placed  on  heavy  fatigue  duty,  mount- 
ing the  large  Columbiads  on  the  parapet  of  the  fort.  During  this  work  the 
comrades  discussed  among  themselves  their  treatment  and  Colonel  Perkins,  in 
immediate  command  of  the  fort,  from  remarks  overheard  by  him  determined 
upon  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  trouble.  For  this  purpose  he  ordered 
Captain  Rank  to  make  a  detail  of  seven  men  to  report  at  his  headquarters,  and 
be  prepared  to  give  him  a  full  history  of  their  claims  and  grievances,  which 
he  embodied  into  a  report  to  the  general  commanding  the  department.  This 
resulted  in  the  dismissal  of  Colonel  Segebarth,  and  the  release  of  the  battery 
from  the  charge  of  mutiny. 

The  battery  was  then  ordered  to  Baltimore,  and  the  battalion  (only  three 
companies  having  been  recruited),  was  consolidated  with  the  command  of 
Colonel  Joseph  Roberts,  forming  the  Third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Heavy 
Artillery. 

On  the  6th  day  of  May,  1863,  the  battery  was  mounted  as  light  artillery, 
and  all  its  subsequent  service  was  either  as  artillery,  or  as  cavalry,  if  occasion 
required. 

The  battery,  in  connection  with  the  First  Delaware  Cavalry,  was  stationed 
at  the  Monocacy  river  railroad  bridge  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
when  General  Lee  made  his  advance  into  Pennsylvania.  When  the  rebel  advance 
crossed  the  Potomac  the  guard  received  orders  to  fall  back  to  the  Rela}'  House. 
While  packing  up  in  the  afternoon,  preparatory  to  an  early  start  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  man  selling  paper  and  envelope  packages  was  in  and  around  the  camp, 
selling  his  wares.  Nothing  was  thought  of  it,  as  we  were  visited  almost  daily 
by  itinerant  peddlers  of  this  class. 
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At  2  o'clock  next  morning  we  started  for  the  Eelay  House,  accompanied  by 
a  company  of  cavalry,  belonging  to  a  Maryland  regiment.  We  went  into  park 
about  6  p.  m.  with  the  cavalry  on  picket.  About  11  p.  m.  the  guards  brought 
in  a  rebel  prisoner,  who  represented  himself  as  a  deserter  from  Stuart's  cav- 
alry, on  his  way  home  to  Ellicott's  Mills.  From  information  he  gave  us  we 
learned  that  we  were  nearly  surrounded  by  Stuart's  men,  and  that  our  capture 
was  determined  upon. 

During  the  day,  while  we  were  marching  east,  we  had  passed  an  infantry 
command  going  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  we,  accompanied  by  the  cavalry, 
made  a  dash  for  their  camp,  which  was  some  few  miles  off.  Beaching  their 
camp  we  went  into  battery,  the  infantry  and  cavalry  supporting  us,  bat  the 
enemy  did  not  make  his  appearance. 

All  ' '  vets  ' '  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  remember  the  rebel  spy  who  swung 
from  a  tree  near  Frederick  City  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  This  was  our 
stationery  peddler  of  the  Monocacy,  and  a  search  of  him  revealed  papers  giving 
full  particulars  of  our  battery,  our  cavalry  escort,  and  even  mentioned  our  first 
night's  camping  place  on  the  way  to  Eelay  House.  All  this  information  was 
no  doubt  in  the  possession  of  General  Stuart,  and  only  the  accidental  capture 
of  a  deserter  saved  us. 

The  battery  started  from  this  camp  with  Gregg's  cavalry  accompanying. 
During  the  skirmish  at  Hanover  Junction  and  also  at  the  racket  at  Westminster, 
we  went  into  battery,  but  did  not  become  engaged  at  either  place. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  we  went  into  position  on  the  Bonneautown  road,  near 
Gettysburg,  and  here  for  the  first  time  we  heard  the  roar  of  our  guns  with  an 
enemy  in  front  of  them.  We  fired  a  few  rounds  when  the  enemy  disappeared 
from  our  front.  Our  action  received  high  praise  from  the  general  officers  near 
us  ;  compliments  being  given  to  the  officers  and  men  without  stint. 

About  sunset  we  fell  back  to  the  Eeserve  Artillery  park,  where  we  passed  the 
night  amidst  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and  the  dying. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July,  we  were  ordered  out  to  relieve  a 
Second  Corps  battery,  and  while  in  column,  in  rear  of  the  Philadelphia  Brigade, 
awaiting  orders,  the  grand  cannonade  of  that  day  commenced.  From  our  ele- 
vated position,  we  could  see  the  whole  line  of  rebel  as  well  as  our  own  artillery, 
and  also  the  rebel  infantry  charge.  A  few  stray  shells  landed  near  us,  but 
fortunately  no  one  was  injured.  Thus  ended  our  service  in  this  battle.  The 
official  records  give  the  loss  as  one  man  missing.  He  strayed  into  the  rebel 
lines  at  night  while  hunting  for  water. 

The  battery  monument,  erected  at  the  junction  of  a  road  with  the  Bonneau- 
town road,  is  of  a  massive  design,  of  which  there  are  few  on  the  field.  A  bronze 
tablet  on  its  front  gives  a  fine  perspective  view  of  the  ground  and  its  surround- 
ings as  they  appeared  on  the  day  of  our  engagement. 

When  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  followed  up  the  enemy,  we  accompanied 
them  to  Frederick  City,  where  we  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Monocacy 
railroad  bridge.  Serving  as  cavalry,  the  command  was  sent  to  Western  Mary- 
land during  a  rebel  raid,  and  to  the  eastern  shore  during  the  draft  excitement, 
to  support  the  conscription  officers  in  their  duties. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  just  before  the  opening  of  the  Wilderness  campaign, 
the  battery  was  ordered  to  Washington,  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The 
men  were  mounted,  the  bugle  call  "Forward"  was  sounded  to  cross  the 
Aqueduct  bridge  into  Virginia,  when  orders  were  received  for  the  command  to 
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return  to  Baltimore.  When  Early  made  his  raid  on  Washington,  in  1864,  part 
of  the  battery  was  stationed  at  the  Monocacy,  and  was  in  position  for  action, 
but  did  not  become  engaged.  Our  lines,  not  being  able  to  cope  with  the  enemy, 
were  withdrawn,  thus  opening  the  way  for  them  to  Washington,  which  place 
they  reached  just  in  time  to  butt  against  the  Sixth  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

We  claim  that  the  detention  of  the  invaders  at  Monocacy  saved  the  capital 
of  the  Nation  ftom  capture  and  pillage,  as  that  one  day's  delay  enabled  the 
government  to  place  an  obstructive  barrier  in  his  way  which  he  knew  he  was 
unable  to  overcome.  Buffeted  about  in  this  manner,  sometimes  as  railroad 
guards,  sometimes  in  barracks  at  Baltimore,  on  guard  at  the  Relay  House,  here 
there  and  everywhere,  the  command  was  finally  assembled  at  Baltimore,  and 
on  the  36th  day  of  June,  1865,  was  mustered  out  of  the  service. 

Of  the  remaining  companies  of  the  regiment  we  saw  nothing,  but  their  deeds 
are  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
the  One  hundred  and  eighty-eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which 
latter  was  formed  out  of  the  Third. 

Except  its  unfortunate  beginning,  the  battery  had  a  record  for  discipline  and 
eflBciency  of  the  very  best.  We  had  our  pleasures  and  our  burdens,  our  joys 
and  our  sorrows,  as  soldiers  will  have,  but  its  whole  history  is  one  of  which 
we  may  well  feel  proud. 
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DEDICATION  OF  MONUMENT 

21^^  REGIMENT    CAVALRY 

October  5, 1893 

ADDRESS  OF  THAD.  M.  MAHON 

WE  have  gathered  here  to-day  to  dedicate  a  monument  erected  over  the 
grave  of  a  private  soldier ;  a  young  man  who,  in  the  time  of  our 
country's  greatest  peril,  in  the  hour  when  the  darkest  shadows  had 
gathered  over  our  fair  republic,  gave  his  services  and  life  to  his 
country.  Here  upon  this  spot  on  the  26th  of  June,  1863,  Sergeant  George  W. 
Sandoe  was  shot.  He  enlisted  on  the  20th  day  of  June,  1863,  and  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  on  the  23d  of  June,  1863,  in  Company  B,  Twenty- 
first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  He  was  born  and  spent  his  short  life  in  Adams 
county,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1840,  within  a  few  miles  from  this  place.  At 
the  very  inception  of  the  great  battle  here  at  Gettysburg,  on  the  advanced  line 
of  cavalry  videttes,  he  was  the  first  man  shot  and  killed  in  the  great  struggle, 
which  for  three  days  and  nights  made  the  ground  on  which  we  now  stand  shake 
and  tremble  as  if  torn  asunder  by  an  earthquake. 

When  Solon,  the  great  Athenian  lawgiver  was  entertained  at  the  court  of 
the  Lydian  monarch,  rejoicing  in  the  fulness  of  his  glory  and  the  extent  of  his 
realm,  he  was  asked  by  the  vain  monarch,  who  desired  and  expected  a  reply 
favorable  to  himself,  this  question  :  "Who,  O  Solon,  was  the  happiest  man 
you  have  ever  known  ?  The  king  was  not  only  amazed  but  startled  at  the 
answer:  "  Tellus,  an  Athenian  mechanic,"  replied  Solon,  "was  the  happiest 
man  whom  I  have  ever  known.  He,  after  a  life  spent  in  doing  good  to  his 
fellow-citizens,  having  had  a  family  of  stalwart  sous  born  to  him,  died  bravely 
fighting  in  his  country's  service,  at  the  close  of  a  victorious  battle,  wherein 
her  rights  had  been  asserted  and  her  freedom  assured,  to  which  result  he  had 
greatly  contributed  by  his  personal  valor."  Well  might  the  Lydian  monarch 
be  astonished  at  this  reply  of  the  man  whose  laws  have  made  his  name  im- 
mortal for  it  was  the  germ  of  the  principle  which  makes  republics  great  and 
powerful.  The  answer  of  Solon  was  an  assurance  that  patriotism  elevates  and 
dignifies  the  poorest  citizen  of  a  State  or  Nation  and  ennobles  him  above  the 
rank  of  kings  and  exalts  even  ordinary  virtue  when  displayed  in  the  service  of 
one's  country.  If  the  sainted  Lincoln  had  been  asked  the  question  at  the  time 
he  delivered  his  matchless  oration  at  the  dedication  of  the  national  monument 
in  National  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  on  whose  monument  should  be  carved 
the  inscription,  "He  won  the  first  glory  on  the  battle-field  of  Gettysburg,  and 
by  so  doing  was  made  the  happiest  man  in  the  republic?  "  he  would  have 
replied  Sergeant  George  W.  Sandoe  ;  because  he  died  fighting  at  the  very  be- 
ginning of  a  victorious  battle  before  which  the  battles  of  Alexander,  Hannibal, 
of  Csesar  and  of  Napoleon  pale  their  ineffectual  fires,  "  wherein  her  rights 
had  been  asserted  and  her  freedom  assured,  to  which  result  he  had  greatly  con- 
tributed by  his  personal  valor." 

This  is  not  a  new  or  strange  thing  we  are  doing  here  to-day.  Through  all  time 
in  every  nation,  savage  and  refined,  the  memory  of  the  patriotic  dead  has  been 


904  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

fondly  cherished.  Pyramids  were  built  for  the  tomb  of  kings,  triumphal  arches 
preserved  the  fame  of  warrior  chiefs.  Athens  founded  her  famous  Ceramicus 
the  most  beautiful  of  all  cemeteries,  and  crowded  its  magnificent  and  hallowed 
groves  with  altars  and  temples,  fountains  and  flowers,  shrines  and  monuments 
for  those  who  died  in  her  defense.  Republican  Eome  consecrated  her  Campus 
Martins  where  her  most  distinguished  soldiers  were  adjudged  worthy  of  repose. 
France  has  her  Hotel-des-Invalides,  with  the  great  Napoleon  sleeping  beneath 
its  dome.  England  has  her  St.  Paul  and  her  Westminster  Abbey  for  her  Wel- 
lington, and  her  Nelsons,  and  her  Napiers.  The  ancient  Greeks  deified  those 
who  fell  for  Greece,  funeral  pyres  for  their  bodies,  sacred  urns  for  their  ashes 
and  their  bones  ;  flowers,  vases,  ornaments,  weapons  for  their  cypress  cofiins. 
It  was  the  great  Pericles  who  said,  ' '  The  whole  earth  is  but  the  monument  of 
heroes  and  patriots."  It  was  a  Roman  poet  who  wrote  : 
"  Duloe  et  deoorum  est  pro  patria  mori." 

In  the  past  the  tribute  of  a  nation's  sorrow  has  idolized  the  chieftain  alone. 
Monuments  have  been  raised  only  to  the  prince  and  noble.  The  governments 
which  thus  honored  the  privileged  few  whom  the  accident  of  birth  had  invested 
with  authority,  were  but  governments  of  the  privileged  few,  while  our  govern- 
ment is  "of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people."  This  republic  of 
ours  recognizes  the  merit  of  the  private  soldier  as  well  as  the  merit  of  the 
great  and  brave  general  who  commands  him.  And  for  our  brave  dead  by  the 
solemn  act  of  Congress  at  the  expense  of  a  grateful  republic,  we  have  our 
beautiful  cemeteries  at  Gettysburg,  at  Arlington,  at  Nashville,  at  Chattanooga, 
at  Antietam  and  elsewhere  in  the  Southland.  Here  into  these  we  have  tenderly 
and  reverently  buried  our  soldier  dead,  not  only  our  great  commanders,  but  all 
of  whatever  rank  or  color,  and  thus  in  this  christian  and  democratic  land, 
"the  land  of  the  brave  and  the  home  of  the  free,"  they  repose  together  in 
peace  and  dignity  beneath  the  flag  they  fought  and  fell  to  save.  Over  their 
sacred  graves  we  erect  monuments  and  upon  them  we  cut  sentences,  telling 
how  they  fought,  when  and  where  they  died,  so  that  unborn  generations  may 
be  taught  that  they  gave  up  their  lives  to  preserve  this  republic  which  God 
had  given  to  us  as  a  priceless  heritage.  A  goodly  land,  fair  and  beautiful, 
safe  anchored  between  the  two  great  oceans  of  the  world,  crowned  with  moun- 
tains, furrowed  with  valleys,  gemmed  with  prairies,  flashing  with  rivers,  decor- 
ated with  lakes,  perfumed  with  sweet  flowers,  ladened  with  grain  and  fruit, 
filled  with  precious  ores  and  stones,  inhabited  by  the  best  fed,  best  clothed, 
best  housed  and  happiest  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  fairest  land  in  all 
the  universe.  I  will  not  tell  you  of  the  heroic  conduct  of  our  soldiery  during 
the  late  war.  It  has  all  been  written  into  the  history  of  our  country.  It  will 
for  all  time  be  told  in  story  and  song.  But  for  our  comrade  Sandoe,  and  for 
our  brave  and  gallant  Col.  Boyd,  and  Col.  Knowles,  and  ofiicers  and  men  of 
the  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  who  are  to-day  sleeping  in  graves  made 
sacred  by  their  valor  and  love  of  country,  may  we  have  a 

"  Love  unchanging  for  the  dead, 

Lying  here  and  there  in  glorious  sleep. 
Where  angels  softly  tread, 
While  their  holy  watch  they  keep. 
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And  over  their  graves  to-day  we  proclaim 

"  Our  foes  we  here  forgive. 
But  long  as  we  may  live,  never  forget 
How  our  brave  comrades  died. 
Torn  from  their  loving  friends'  side. 
Their  deeds  our  noblest  pride. 
Your  greatest  debt. 

And  now  you  brave  men,  survivors  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  a  regiment  with  a  magnificent  record,  noted  for  its  patriotism 
and  bravery,  all  of  you  with  Whittier  reverently  pray, 

"  Our  Father  God,  from  out  whose  hand. 
The  nations  fall  like  grains  of  sand, 
O  make  thou  us  through  centuries  long. 
In  peace  secure,  in  justice  strong ; 
Around  thy  gift  of  freedom  draw 
The  safeguards  of  thy  righteous  law ; 
And  cast  m  some  diviner  mould 
Let  the  new  cycle  shame  the  old 
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REPORT  OF 

Brevet-Major-General  David  McM.  Gregg 

CHIEF  MARSHAL 


Headquaetees  of  the   Chief  Maeshal, 
Pennsylvania  Day  at  Gettysbueg, 
Septembee  11  AND  12,  1889. 

Beading  Pa.,  November  9,  1889. 
Colonel  J.  P.  Nicholson. 

Secretary  of  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monuments: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  arrange- 
ments and  preparations  made  for  the  parade  and  review  which  were  to  have 
taken  place  at  Gettysburg  on  Pennsylvania  Day,  September  12,  1889. 

On  Angust  2,  I  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers on  Gettysburg  Monuments,  that  by  the  action  of  the  Board  and  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Commonwealth,  I  had  been  appointed  to  the  position  of  chief  marshal 
made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  General  J.  E.  Brooke,  U.  S.  A.  Having 
accepted  the  appointment,  I  at  once  requested  Colonel  S.  Bonnaffon,  Jr.,  to  re- 
main in  the  position  of  chief  of  staff,  .to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  my 
predecessor.  In  an  interview  with  Colonel  Bonnaffon,  I  was  informed  of  the 
arrangements  already  made  by  him  for  the  parade  and  review.  These  were 
all  so  complete  and  satisfactory,  that  nothing  remained  to  be  done  but  to  ap- 
prove them  without  any  change  or  modification. 

On  September  9,  I  repaired  to  Gettysburg,  and  there  met  the  chief  of  staff 
who  had  preceded  me  two  days.  The  reports  made  by  the  secretaries  of  the 
several  Associations  of  the  survivors  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiments  that  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  that  of  the  Department  Commander 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  indicated  that  if  the  day  should  be  favor- 
able, the  column  for  parade  and  review  would  be  very  large,  and  the  demon- 
stration very  imposing  and  worthy  the  occasion.  The  arrivals  at  Gettysburg 
ou  the  10th,  11th  and  12th,of  the  veteran  soldiers  of  Pennsylvania, by  thousands, 
and  the  presence  of  the  Twelfth  Kegiment  N.  G.  P.,  to  act  as  an  armed  escort 
insured  the  entire  success  of  the  parade.  But  the  settled  rain  which  began  on 
the  10th,  continued  with  occasional  intermissions,  and  at  the  hour  fixed  for  the 
formation  of  the  line  on  the  12th,  it  was  raining  steadily  and  increasing  in 
violence  during  the  afternoon;  to  the  regret  of  all,  the  order  for  the  movement 
of  the  several  commands  had  to  be  countermanded. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  attesting  the  excellency  of  the  work  per- 
formed by  the  chief  of  staff.  Great  credit  is  due  him  for  his  services  in  a  po- 
sition which  involved  large  correspondence,  extending  over  several  months, 
close  attention  to  details  and  the  careful  exercise  of  his  high  powers  of  organi- 
zation. Accompanying  this  will  be  found  copies  of  all  orders  and  instructions 
issued  from  the  headquarters  of  the  chief  marshal. 
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My  thanks  are  due  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  for  courtesies  extended  and  for  their  interest  and  expressed  willing- 
ness to  do  all  in  their  power  for  the  promotion  of  the  success  of  the  contem- 
plated parade  and  review. 

"Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  Gregg. 

Headqtiartees  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omaha,  Neb.,  July  13,  1889. 
Oovernor  James  A.  Beaver, 

Hareisbueg,  Pa.. 

Dear  Sir  :    Eeferring  to  my  letter  of  May  20,  last,  I  would  say  that  it  is 

now  definitely  determined  that  the  troops  of  this  department  will  be  assembled 

in  a  camp  of  instruction  on  the  20th  of  August,  next,  to  remain  until  the  20th 

of  September.     If,  as  I  observe  some  of  the  newspapers  state,  Pennsylvania 

days  at  Gettysburg  have  been  arranged  for  the  11th  and  12th  of  September,  I 

would  hereby  tender  rby  resignation  as  chief  marshal  on  that  occasion,  through 

you,  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monuments.      It  will  be 

impossible  for  me  to  be  present  before  the  25th  of  September. 

Eegretting  the  necessity  for  this  action,  which  is  based  upon  the  assumption 

that  the  11th  and  12th  have  been  decided  upon  as  the  Pennsylvania  days, 

I  am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Brooke. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omaha,  Neb.,  April  37,  1889. 
•Orders  No.  1. 

I.  The  undersigned,  having  accepted  the  position  of  chief  marshal  at  the 
■dedicatory  ceremonies  at  Gettysburg,  May  21  and  32,  tendered  him  by  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monu- 
ments, hereby  announces  Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  Sylvester  Bonuaffon,  Jr., 
V.  S.  V.  as  chief  of  staff. 

II.  The  headquarters  will  be  at  No.  3311  "Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  until 
the  17th  of  May,  and  after  that  date,  at  the  Springs  Hotel,  Gettysburg.  Com- 
munications should  be  addressed  to  Colonel  Bonuaffon,  as  above  indicated. 

III.  All  organizations  intending  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  will  com- 
municate with  the  chief  of  staff  prior  to  the  15th  inst.,  in  order  that  they  may 

be  assigned  to  their  positions  in  the  line. 

John  E.  Brooke, 

Brigadier-Oeiieral  TJ.  S.  A. 

Chief  Marshal. 

Headquarters  of  the  Chief  Marshal, 
Pennsylvania  Day  at  Gettysburg, 
September  11  and  12,  1889. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  9,  1889. 
•Orders  No.  2. 

I.  The  dedicatory  ceremonies  at  Gettysburg  have  been  postponed  from  May 
■21  and  22,  to  September  11  and  12,  1889. 
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II.  Organizations  intending  to  participate  will  communicate  with  the  chief 
of  staff  prior  to  August  1. 

III.  The  headquarters  will  be  at  3311  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  until 
September  6  ;  after  that  date  at  the  Springs  Hotel,  Gettysburg. 

By  command  of  Beigaiiiee-Geneeal  Beooke, 

Chief  Marshal. 
Sylvestee  Bonnapfon,  Jr., 

aiief  of  Staff. 

Headquaetees  of  the  Chief  Marshal, 
Pennsylvania  Day  at  Gettysbueg, 
Septembee  11  and  12,  1889. 

Philadelphia,  August  14,  1889. 
Orders  No.  3. 
The  parade  will  be  organized  and  march  as  follows  : 

1.  The  escorting  detachments  of  the  regular  army  and  the  National  Guard 
of  Pennsylvania. 

2.  The  First  Division  composed  of  the  infantry  regiments  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  members  of  the  First  Army  Corps,  as  fol- 
lows in  the  order  named  : 

Eleventh  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Infantry, 

Fifty-sixth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Infantry, 

Eighty-eighth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  forty-third  Infantry, 

Ninetieth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Infantry, 

One  hundred  and  seventh  Infantry,  One  hundred  andidftieth  Infantry, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Infantry. 

3.  The  Second  Division  composed  of  infantry  regiments  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  members  of  the  Second  Army  Corps,  as 
follows  in  the  order  named  : 

Fifty-third  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  sixth  Infantry, 

Sixty-ninth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Infantry, 

Seventy-first  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Infantry, 

Seventy-second  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Infantry, 

Eighty-first  Infantry,         •  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Infantry. 

4.  The  Third  Division  composed  of  the  infantry  regiments  of  Pennsylvania. 
Volunteers  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  members  of  the  Third  Army  Corps,  as  fol- 
lows in  the  order  named  : 

Twenty-sixth  Infantry,  Ninety-ninth  Infantry, 

Fifty-seventh  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Infantry, 

Sixty-third  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Infantry, 

Sixty-eighth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Infantry, 

Eighty-fourth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Infantry, 

One  hundred  and  forty-first  Infantry. 

5.  The  Fourth  Division  composed  of  the  infantry  regiments  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  members  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  as  fol- 
lows in  the  order  named  : 

Thirtieth  Infantry— First  Reserves,        Fortieth  Infantry — Eleventh  Reserves, 
Thirty-first      Infantry — Second      Re-  Forty-first      Infantry — Twelfth      Re- 
serves, serves, 
Thirty-fourth      Infantry — Fifth      Re-  Forty-second        Infantry — Thirteenth 
serves,                                                         Reserves, 
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Thirty-fifth  Infantry— Sixth  Reserves,  Sixty-second  Infantry, 
Thirty-eighth     Infantry— Ninth    Re-  Eighty-third  Infantry', 

serves,  Ninety-first  Infantry, ' 

Thirty-ninth     Infantry— Tenth     Re-  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Infantry, 

s^"^^®^'  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Infantry. ' 

6.  The  Fifth  Division,  composed  of  the  infantry  regiments  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  members  of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  as 
follows  in  the  order  named  : 

Twenty-third  Infantry,  Ninety-fifth  Infantry, 

Forty-ninth  Infantry,  Ninety-sixth  Infantry, 

Sixty-first  Infantry,  Ninety-eighth  Infantry, 

Eighty-second  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  second  Infantry, 

Ninety-third  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Infantry, 

One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Infantry. 

7.  The  Sixth  Division,  composed  of  the  infantry  regiments  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteei-s,  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  members  of  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  as 
follows  in  the  order  named  : 

Twenty-seventh  Infantry,  Seventy-fourth  Infantry, 

Seventy-third  Infantry,  Seventy-fifth  Infantry, 

One  hundred  and  fifty-third  Infantry. 

8.  The  Seventh  Division,  composed  of  the  infantry  regiments  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  members  of  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  as 
follows  in  the  order  named  : 

Twenty-eighth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  ninth  Infantry, 

Twenty-ninth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Infantry, 

Forty-sixth  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Infantry, 

9.  The  Eighth  Division,  composed  of  the  batteries  of  artillery  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  follows  in  the  order  named  : 

B — First  Artillery,  C — Independent  Artillery, 

F — First  Artillery,  E — Independent  Artillery, 

G — First  Artillery,  P — Independent  Artillery, 

H — Third  Heavy  Artillery. 

10.  The  Ninth  Division,  composed  of  the  cavalry  regiments  of  Pennsylvauio 
Volunteers,  engaged  in  the  battle,  as  follows  in  the  order  named  : 

First  Cavalry,  Sixth  Cavalry, 

Second  Cavalry,  Eighth  Cavalry, 

Third  Cavalry,  Sixteenth  Cavalry, 

Fourth  Cavalry,  Seventeenth  Cavalry, 

Eighteenth  Cavalry. 

11.  The  Tenth  Division — Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Department  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

12.  The  formation  for  review  will  be  in  line  of  masses  by  divisions,  with 
the  exception  of  the  division  composed  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
which  will  form  as  prescribed  in  paragraph  15.  Regiments  must  be  divided 
in  companies  not  exceeding  eight  files  each  before  marching  to  the  ground  of 
formation,  and  the  distance,  whether  marching  or  halted,  must  be  maintained 
at  ten  feet. 

13.  The  troops  of  the  United  States  Army  and  National  Guard  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, will  form  in  line  of  masses,  facing  west  on  Reynolds  avenue,  right  rest- 
ing on  "Western  and  Maryland  railroad. 
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14.  The  divisions  will  form  in  the  order  of  regiments  as  heretofore  prescribed, 
the  right  of  the  First  on  the  left  of  and  thirty  feet  from  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  Army  and  the  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  each  succeeding 
division  on  the  left  of  its  numerical  predecessor  and  a  like  distance  from  it. 

15.  The  division  composed  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  will  form 
facing  south  on  Springs  avenue,  right  resting  on  Reynolds  avenue. 

16.  In  this  formation  the  troops  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Governor,  and  will 
then  move  from  the  right  and  march  to  the  left  for  parade,  and  as  the  front  of 
each  division  is  successively  uncovered  by  the  passage  of  the  division  on  its 
right,  it  will  take  up  the  line  of  march  in  rear  of  that  division.  The  distance 
between  each  division  will  be  forty  feet. 

17.  The  route  of  parade  will  be  :  Reynolds  avenuue  to  Springs  avenue,  to 
Chambersburg  street,  to  Washington  street,  to  Water  street,  to  Carlisle  street, 
to  East  High  street,  to  Stratton  street,  to  College  avenue,  to  Carlisle  street,  to 
Water  street,  to  Washington  street,  to  Breckenbridge  street,  to  Baltimore  street, 
to  the  National  cemetery,  where  the  ceremonies  of  turning  over  themonuments 
to  the  State  authorities  will  take  place. 

18.  The  reviewing  stand  will  be  in  Center  Square  (on  the  right).  Officers 
wearing  swords  will  salute  with  the  same  ;  officers  without  swords  will  lift 
their  caps  and  colors  will  dip  to  the  reviewing  officer.  After  passing  in  review, 
in  case  of  check  of  the  head  of  the  column,  companies  will  not  stop  to  mark 
time,  but  close  in  mass,  recovering  their  distance  as  the  march  is  taken  up. 

19.  On  reaching  the  National  cemetery,  the  troops  will  form  in  line  of  masses 
by  divisions,  around  the  stand,  so  far  as  the  conformation  of  the  land  will  per- 
mit. 

20.  Marshals  of  divisions  will  be  furnished  flags  appropriate  to  their  respec- 
tive divisions,  at  headquarters  on  the  morning  of  September  12,  at  8  o'clock  a. 
m. ,  and  return  the  same  immediately  after  the  parade. 

21.  In  passing  the  reviewing  officer,  bands  will  continue  the  march,  and  not 
wheel  to  the  left  as  prescribed  by  the  regulations. 

22.  Carriages  will  not  be  permitted  in  the  column. 

23.  The  divisions  will  form  on  the  parade  ground  at  12  o'clock  m.,  Septem- 
ber 12,  and  the  column  will  march  for  review  at  12.30.  Organizations  not  in 
line  before  that  hour,  will  take  position  on  the  left. 

By  order  of  Bkevet-Majoe-Geneeal  Geeqg,  Chief  Marshal. 

Sylvester  Bonnaffon,  Jr., 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  op  the  Chief  Marshal, 
Pennsylvania  Day  at  Gettysburg, 

Philadelphia,  August  31,  1889. 
Orders  No.  4. 
I.  The  following  appointments  are  announced  . 

Colonel  John  Irwin,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Regiment  Infantry  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  to  be  marshal  of  the  First  Division. 

Brevet-Brigadier-General  William  M.  Mintzer,  United  States  Volunteers,  to 
be  marshal  of  the  Second  Division. 

Brevet-Major-General  Henry  J.  Madill,  United  States  Volunteers,  to  be 
marshal  of  the  Third  Division. 

Brevet-Brigadier-General  Samuel  M.  Jackson,  United  States  Volunteers,  to 
be  marshal  of  the  Fourth  Division. 
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Colonel  John  F.  Glenn,  Twenty-third  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, to  he  marshal  of  the  Fifth  Division. 

Colonel  William  Moore,  Seventy-third  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, to  be  marshal  of  the  Sixth  Division. 

Brevet-Colonel  Samuel  Goodman,  United  States  Volunteers,  to  be  marshal 
of  the  Seventh  Division. 

Captain  James  H.  Cooper,  Battery  B,  First  Eegiment  Artillery  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  to  be  marshal  of  the  Eighth  Division. 

Brevet-Major-General  J.  Irvin  Gregg,  United  States  Volunteers,  to  be  marshal 
of  the  Ninth  Division. 

Honorable  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Department  Commander  of  Pennsylvania 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  to  be  marshal  of  the  Tenth  Division. 

II.  To  be  special  aides-de-camp  to  the  chief  marshal  : 

Brevet-Brigadier-General  William  R.  Hartshorne,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Colonel  Adolph  Von  Hartuug,  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 

Colonel  Robert  L.  Orr,  Sixty-flrst  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers. 

Brevet-Colonel  James  C.  Biddle,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Cornelius  C.  Widdis,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Regiment 
Infantry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward  E.  Bowen,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Eegiment 
Infantry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  Theodore  W.  Beau,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Brevet-Lieuteuant-Colonel  Charles  E.  Cadwalader,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Major  Philip  Leidy,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Eegiment  Infantry,  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

Major  William  M.  Weidman,  Second  Eegiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Major  John  Lockhart,  Seventy-second  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Brevet^Major  Albert  H.  Walters,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Eegiment  In- 
fantry Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Captain  William  E.  Miller,  Third  Eegiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Captain  Eichard  E.  Carson,. United  States  Volunteers. 

Captain  Henry  J.  Smith,  Fifty-third  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Captain  Charles  F.  Smith,  Fifty-third  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Captain  George  E.  Snowden,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Eegiment  In- 
fantry Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Captain  Peter  D.  Bricker,  Thirteenth  Regiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Captain  Charles  H.  Miller,  Sixteenth  Regiment  Civalry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Brevet-Captain  John  Taylor,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Jacob  Rice,  Fifty-third  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Lieutenant  Charles  P.  Hatch,  Fifty-third  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 

Volunteers. 
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Lieutenant  William  Penn  Lloyd,  First  Kegiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Lieutenant  Theodore  T.  Tate,  Third  Eegiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Lieutenant  Samuel  C.  "Wagner,  Third  Regiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Samuel  S.  Bond,  Eighth  Eegiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

III.  To  be  aides-de-camp  to  the  chief  marshal : 

Colonel  Edward  J.  Allen,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Regiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  David  Gardner,  First  Eegiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  John  A.  Black,  Fifty -sixth  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Lieutenant  William  O.  Colt,  Eighty-third  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Frank  B.  Stewart,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Eegiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  James   W.   Latta,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth 
Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  Munroe,    One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth 
Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  J.  Phipps,  Fourth  Regiment  Cavalry  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  James  C.  Eobinson,  Sixteenth  Eegiment  Cavalry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Thompson, Seventeenth  Eegiment  Cavalry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Thompson,  Battery  C,  Independent  Artil- 
lery Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Major  St.  John  W.  Mintzer,  Twenty-sixth  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Major  Thomas  Henry,  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Eegiment  Infantry  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

Brevet-Major  Penrose  G.  Mark,  Ninety-third  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 

Brevet-Major  Emanuel  D.  Eoath,One  hundred  and  seventh  Eegiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Brevet-Major  Jeremiah  Z.  Brown,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth   Regiment 
Infantry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Captain  Jacob  J.  Bierer,  Eleventli  Kegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers. 

First  Lieutenant  Derias  S.  Gilger,  Forty-sixth  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 

Captain  Harrison  Nelson,   Fifty-seventli   Regiment  Infantry   Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Captain  Robert  McBridc,  Seventy-second   Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Captain  Samuel  D.  Miller,  Seventy-thiiil  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 
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Captain  Eichard  Ledig,  Seventy-fifth  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
xmteers. 

Captain  Thomas  E.  Merchant,  Eighty-fourth  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsyl- 
yania  Volunteers. 

Captain  Edward  L.  Gilligan,  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Captain  Matthew  Hall,  Ninety-first  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Captain   H.   Oscar  Roberts,   Ninety-fifth  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Captain  Lynford  D.  C.  Taylor,  One  hundred  and  sixth  Regiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Captain  John  Clapp,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Regiment  Infantry  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

Captain  John  G.  Batdorf,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Regiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Captain  James  M.  Cox,  Second  Regiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Captain  Thomas  J.  Grier,  Eighteenth  Regiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Captain  L.  Eugene  C.  Moore,  Battery  G,  First  Regiment  Artillery  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 

Captain  Louis  R.  Fortescue,  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  William  M.  Irwin,  Forty-ninth  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Jacob  Rice,  Fifty-third  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Lieutenant  John  A.  M.  Seitz,  Sixty-second  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  David   Shields,   Sixty-third   Regiment  Infantry    Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Horatio  B.  Hackett,  Eighty-first  Eegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Abram  Setley,  Ninety-ninth  Eegiment  Infantry    Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant   Joseph   Bishop,  One   hundred   and  second    Eegiment   Infantry 
Pennsylyania  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  George  Van  Vliet,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Eegiment   Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  John  L.  Wells,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Eegiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  John  Blair,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Eegiment  Infantry  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Edmund  Randal,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Eegiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Campbell,  One  hundred  and  forty-third  Regiment  In- 
fantry Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  John  C.  Mackintosh,  One  hundred  and  forty -fifth  Regiment  In- 
fantry Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Charles  P.  Potts,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Regiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
58 
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Lieutenant  John  L.  Wright,  Fifth  Kegiment  Reserves  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Lieutenant  Harmon  J.  Connor,  Sixth  Kegiment  Reserves  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Lieutenant  Levi  B.  Richard,  Ninth  Regiment  Reserves  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Lieutenant  Hugh  A.  Torrence,  Eleventh  Regiment  Reserves  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  John  H.  Gealy,  Battery  B,  Light  Artillery  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Sergeant  John  H.  R.  Storey,  One  hundred  and  ninth  Regiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Sergeant  William  S.  McGinley,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Regiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Corporal  John  E.  Reilly,  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Corporal  William  H.  Redheffer,  Eighty-second  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 

Corporal  Samuel  Jones,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Regiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Private  William  Bartley,  Tvrenty-third  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Private  John  Emhart,  Tvpenty-seventh  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Private  William  H.  Ranch,  Forty-second  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Private  Alfred  Craighead,  Sixty-eighth  Kegiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Private  Elijah  Cundey,  Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Private  Charles  B.  Schmid,  Ninety-eighth  Regiment  Infantry  i>ennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

Private  Robert  Chad  wick.  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Regiment  Infantry 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Private  William  D.  Staufier,  First  Regiment  Reserves  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Private  Andrevr  J.  McQuiston,  Tenth  Regiment  Reserves  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Private  Thomas  E.  Frame,  Battery  F,  Artillery  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Private  William  Gassert,  Battery  H,  Artillery  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Private  N.  M.  Rittenhouse,  Second  Regiment  Artillery  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

Private  Elias  G.  Eyster,  Third  Regiment  Cavalry  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

IV.  They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

V.  Marshals  and  Aides-de-camp  may  wear  the  uniform  of  the  highest  rank 
held  by  them  in  the  service,  or  dark  blue  coat  and  trousers,  fatigue  cap  and 
white  gloves,  and  will  report  mounted  for  duty  at  headquarters.  Eagle  Hotel 
Gettysburg,  on  September  12,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m. 

By  order  of  Bbevbt-Majob-General  Gregg. 

Sylvester  Bonnappon,  Jr, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  915 

headduaetees  op  the  chief  marshal, 
Pennsylvania  Day  at  Geti'ysbukg, 
September  11  and  12,  1889. 
Philadelphia,  July  .   .   .  ,  1889. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  please  find  postal  card  on  which  state  the  number  of  men  of 
your  regiment  who  will  participate  in  the  ceremonies  at  Gettysburg  on  Sep- 
tember 12,  the  name  and  rank  of  the  officer  who  will  be  in  command  of  the 
same,  and  also  name  of  member  of  your  organization  designated  to  serve  as  an 
aide-de-camp  to  the  chief  marshal. 
An  answer  before  August  1,  proximo,  requested. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BONNAFPON,  Jr., 

Chief  vf  Staff. 

Name  of  organization, Regiment 

Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Probable  number  of  men  who  will  participate  in  the  ceremonies  on  Sept- 
ember 12,    .    .  

Name  and  rank  of  officer  who  will  be  in  command  of  regiment, 


Name  of  member  of  reg't  designated  to  serve  as  aide-de-camp  to  chief  marshal. 


Headquarters  op  the  Chief  Marshal, 
Pennsylvania  Day  at  Gettysburg, 
September  11  and  12,  1889. 

Philadelphia,  July     .  .  ,  1889. 
Sir  :  General  Brooke  requests  that  yon  will  serve  as  special  aide-de-camp  on 
his  staff  on  Pennsylvania  day,  September  12,  at  Gettysburg. 

If  you  accept,  inform  me  of  the  rank  you  held  and  the  regiment  or  staff  you 
served  with  in  the  battle,  and  be  prepared  to  report  for  duty  at  headquarters, 
Gettysburg,  at  8  a.  m.  on  that  day,  mounted,  in  the  uniform  of  the  highest 
rank  held  by  you  in  the  service,  or  dark  blue  sack  coat,  blue  trousers  and  fa- 
tigue cap.  Information  as  to  transportation  will  be  furnished  by  the  Adjutant 
General  of  the  State. 

An  answer  requested  before  August  1,  proximo. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BONNAPFON,  Jr., 
Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  of  the  Chief  Marshal, 
Pennsylvania  Day  at  Gettysburg, 
September  11  and  12,  1889. 

Philadelphia,  August  .     .  ,  1889. 
Sir  :  On  behalf  of  General  Gregg,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  act 
as  one  of  the  marshals  of  the  parade  on  Pennsylvania  day,  September  12,  at 
Gettysburg. 

If  you  accept,  inform  me  of  the  rank  you  held  and  the  regiment  or  staff  you 
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served  with  in  the  battle,  and  be  prepared  to  report  for  duty  at  headquarters, 
Gettysburg,  at  8  a.  m.  on  tl^at  day,  mounted,  in  the  uniform  of  the  highest  rank 
held  by  you  in  the  service,  or  dark  blue  sack  coat,  blue  trousers  and  fatigue 
cap.  Information  as  to  transportation  will  be  furnished  by  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  State. 

An  answer  requested  before  the  25th  inst. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BONNAFFON,  Jr., 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  of  the  Chief  Maeshal, 
Pennsylvania  Day  at  Gettysburg, 
September  11  akd  12,  1889. 

Philadelphia,  August  .   .   .  ,  1889. 
Sir  :  General  Gregg  requests  that  you  will  serve  as  special  aide-de-camp  on 
his  stafi  on  Pennsylvania  day,  September  12,  at  Gettysburg. 

If  you  accept,  intorm  me  of  the  rank  you  held  and  the  regiment-  or  staff  you 
served  with  in  the  battle,  and  be  prepared  to  report  for  duty  at  headquarters, 
Gettysburg,  at  8  a.  m.  on  that  day.  mounted,  in  the  uniform  of  the  highest 
rank  held  by  you  in  the  service,  or  dark  blue  sack  coat,  blue  trousers  and 
fatigue  cap.  Information  as  to  transportation  will  be  furnished  by  the  Adj  utant 
General  of  the  State. 

An  answer  requested  before  the  30th  inst. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Bonnaffon,  Jr., 

Chief  of  Staff. 

First  Division  (First  Corps). 

Marshal — Colonel  John  Irvin,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Regiment  In- 
fantry Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Eleventh  Infantry,  Captain  Henry  B.  Piper  commanding. 

Fifty-sixth  Infantry,  Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry  A.  Laycock  com- 
manding. 

Eighty-eighth  Infantry,  Private  James  G.  Clarke  commanding. 

Ninetieth  Infantry,  Brevet-Colonel  Alfred  J.  Sellers  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  seventh  Infantry,  Major  Henry  J.  Sheafer  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Infantry,  Captain  Samuel  Arrison  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  forty-second  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Horatio  N. 
Warren  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  forty-third  Infantry,  Lieutenant  Patrick  De  Lacy  com- 
manding. 

One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Glum  com- 
manding. 

One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Infantry,  Major  George  W.  Jones  commanding^ 

One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  George  F.  McFar- 
land  commanding. 

Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 
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Second  Division  (Second  Corps). 

Marshal — Brevet-Brigadier-General  William  M.  Mintzer,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers. 

Fifty-third  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eichards  McMichaels  commanding. 

Sixty-ninth  Infantry,  Major  James  O'Reilly  commanding. 

Seventy-first  Infautry,  Lieutenant  William  S.  Stockton  commanding. 

Seventy-second  Infantry,  Corporal  Francis  P.  O'Donnell  commanding. 

Eighty-first  Infantry,  Brevet-Colonel  William  Wilson  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  sixth  Infantry,  Captain  William  N.  Jones  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Infantry,  Brevet-Major-General  St.  Clair  A.  Mul- 
holland  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  fortieth  Infantry,  Captain  J.  Milton  Ray  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  David  B.  McCreary 
commanding. 

One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  McFar- 
land  commanding. 

Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 

Third  Division  (Third  Corps). 

Marshal — Brevet-Major-General  Henry  J.  Madill,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Twenty-sixth  Infantry,  Private  William  F.  Robinson  commanding. 

Fifty-seventh  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lorenzo  D.  Bumpus  commanding. , 

Sixty-third  Infantry,  Colonel  A.  S.  M.  Morgan  commanding. 

Sixty-eighth  Infantry,  Brevet-Major  Michael  Fuller  commanding. 

Eighty-fourth  Infantry,  Captain  Robert  Johnson  commanding. 

Ninety-ninth  Infantry,  Brevet-Brigadier-Geheral  Peter  Fritz,  Jr.  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  fifth  Infantry,  Colonel  James  Miller  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  tenth  Infantry,  Sergeant  John  W.  Plummer  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Infantry,  Lieutenant  R.  C.  Kretchmar  com- 
manding. 

One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  P.  Dunn  com- 
manding. 

Onehundred  and  forty-first  Infantry,  Captain  Benjamin  S.  Peck  commanding. 

Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 

Fourth  Division  (Fifth  Corps). 

Marshal — Brevet-Brigadier-General  Samuel  M.  Jackson,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers. 

Thirtieth  Infantry  First  Reserves,  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  W.  Stewart 
commanding. 

Thirtv-first  Infantry  Second  Reserves,Lieutenant-Colonel  Patrick  McDonough 
commanding. 

Thirty-fourth  Infantry  Fifth  Reserves,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alfred  M.  Smith 
commanding. 

Thirty-fifth  Infantry  Sixth  Reserves,  Major  William  H.  H.  Gore  oommanding. 

Thirty-eighth  Infantry  Ninth  Reserves,  Captain  Charles  W.  Owstons  com- 
manding. 

Thirty-ninth  Infautry  Tenth  Reserves,  Colonel  Adoniram  J.  Warner  com- 
manding. 
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Fortieth  Infantry  Eleventh  Eeservea. 
Forty-first  Infantry  Twelfth  Reserves. 

Forty-second  Infantry  Thirteenth  Eeserves,  Colonel  E.  A.  Irvin  commanding. 
Sixty-second  Infantry,  Second  Lieutenant  William  J.  Patterson  commanding. 
Eighty-third  Infantry,  Brevet-Colonel  DeWitt  C.  McCoy  commanding. 
Ninety-first  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  H.  Sinex  commanding. 
One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Infantry,  Brevet-Brigadier-General  James  Gwyn 
commanding. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Infantry,  Colunel  John  H.  Cain  commanding. 
Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 

Fifth  Bivisiojj  (Sixth  Corps). 

Marshal — Colonel  John  F.  Grlenn,  Twenty-third  Regiment  Infantry  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

Twenty-third  Infantry,  Major  William  J.  Wallace  commanding. 

Forty-ninth  Infantry,  First  Lieutenant  John  D.  Howell  commanding. 

Sixty-first  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Charles  S.  Greene  commanding. 

Eighty -Second  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  M.  Wetherill  commanding. 

Ninety-third  Infantry,  Colonel  Charles  W.  Eckman  commanding. 

Ninety-fifth  Infantry,  Captain  William  Pritner  commanding. 

Ninety-sixth  Infantry,  Major  Levi  Huber  commanding. 

Ninety-eighth  Infantry,  Captain  Jacob  A.  Schmid  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  second  Infantry,  Colonel  James  Patchell  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Infantry,  Brevet-Brigadier-General  Gideon 
Clark  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Infantry,  Brevet-Brigadier-General  Frederick 
H.  Collier  commanding. 

Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 

Sixth  Division  (Eleventh  Corps). 

Marshal — Colonel  William  Moore,  Seventy-third  Regiment  Infantry  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. 

Twenty-seventh  Infantry,  Sergeant  Charles  Heilgman  commanding. 
Seventy-third  Infantry,  Sergeant  John  T.  Smiley  commanding. 
Seventy-fourth  Infantry,  Lieutenant  Joseph  Neumeyer  commanding.  j 

Seventy-fifth  Infantry,  Major  August  I^edig  commanding.  ' 

One  hundred  and  fifty-third  Infantry. 
Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 

Seventh  Division  (Twelfth  Corps). 

Marshal — Brevet-Colonel  Samuel  Goodman,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Twenty-eighth  Infantry,  Brevet-Lientenant-Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson  com- 
manding. 

Twenty-ninth  Infantry,  Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  P.  Dechert  com- 
manding. 

Forty-sixth  Infantry,  Captain  Owen  E.  Luckenbach  commanding. 

One  hundred  and  ninth  Infantry,  Second  Lieutenant  George  W.  Clark  com- 
manding. 
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One  hundred  and  eleventh  Infantry,  Captain  William  J.  Alexander  com- 
manding. 

One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Craig 
commanding. 

Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 

Eighth  Division  (Artillery). 

Marshal— Captain  James  H.  Cooper,  Battery  "B  "  First  Artillery  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 

"  B  "  First  Artillery,  Captain  William  McClelland  commanding. 
"  F  "  First  Artillery,  Corporal  George  E.  Heinbach  commanding. 
"  G  "  First  Artillery,  Private  John  E.  Barringer  commanding. 
"C  "  Independent  Artillery,  Sergeant  Lycurgus  Kamsey  commanding. 
"  E  "  Independent  Artillery,  Major  Joseph  M.  Knap  commanding. 
"  F  "  Independent  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Robert  Paul  commanding. 
"  H  "  Heavy  Artillery,  Private  George  H.  Spang  commanding. 
Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 

NiJN'TH  Division  (Cavalry). 

Marshal — Brevet-Major-General  J.  Irvin  Gregg. 

First  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  David  Gardner  commanding. 

Second  Cavalry,  Captain  Albert  N.  Seip  commanding. 

Third  Cavalry,  Captain  William  Boughman  commanding. 

Fourth  Cavalry,  Colonel  William  E.  Doster  commanding. 

Sixth  Cavalry,  Colonel  Charles  L.  Leiper  commanding. 

Eighth  Cavalry,  Brevet-Colonel  Samuel  Wilson  commanding. 

Sixteenth  Cavalry,  Brevet-Colonel  John  E.  Robinson  commanding. 

Seventeenth  Cavalry,  Brevet-Colonel  Cde  Durland  commanding. 

Eighteenth  Cavalry,Brevet-Brigadier-Geueral  T.  F.Rodenbough  commanding. 

Aid-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 

Tenth  Division  (Grand  Army  of  the  Republic). 

Marshal — Hon.  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Commander  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 
Aide-de-camp  on  duty  with  division. 
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The    Letters  from    Adjutant    General  of 
THE  United  States  Army. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Geneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  August  8,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepek,  Pittsburg,  Pa. . 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  as  relates  to  the 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  records 
of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  September  to  November,  1861. 

Ee-enlisted,  January  1,  1864. 

Mustered  out,  July  1,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  stated.  On 
June  30,  1863,  the  "present  for  duty"  numbered  23  officers  and  269  men. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.  Killed  6  men,  wounded  8  officers  and  58  men, 
of  whom  4  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds,  and  cap- 
tured or  missing  60  men — 132. 

Total  casualties  in  action  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed,      7  135               142 

Wounded, 43  729               772 

Captured  or  missing, 5  256               261 

Aggregate, 1,175 


Total  deaths 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action,           .    . 

.    .    .             7 

135 

142 

Of  wounds, 

5 

81 

86 

Of  disease,  . 

.    .              4 

145 

149 

Other  causes,  . 

22 

22 

Aggregate,      .    .    .    . 

.      399 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  2,096. 

Battles,  etc..  Cedar  Mountain,  Bappahannock  Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
Bull  Eun  (second),  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Eun,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon 
Railroad,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton  Eoad  (or  Gravelly  Run),  Five  Forks  and 
Appomattox  Court  House. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DEUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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Wae  Department 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  5,  1890. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners: 

SiK  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  upon  the  evidence  furnished  by 
General  Richard  Coulter,  the  loss  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  as  stated  in  the  letter  of  August  8,  1888,  to  Major 
Samuel  Harper,  from  this  office,  is  amended  as  follows  : 

Killed,  9  men,  vfounded,  8  officers  and  58  men  (of  whom  4  men  subsequently 
died  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds),  and  captured  or  missing,  57  men — 132. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Acting  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  9,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa. : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  -of  the  28th  ult.,  as  relates  to  the 
Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  iurnish  from  the 
records  of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December  26,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  September  8,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 
On  June  30,  there  were  twenty-nine  officers  and  five  hundred  and  nine  men 
present  for  duty. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 1  1 

Wounded,  1  12  13 

Aggregate, ^^ 

There  is  no  record  of  any  deaths  from  wounds  subsequent  to  the  battle. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate)  1,440. 

Casualties  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 5  73  78 

Wounded, ...      15  309  324 

Captured  or  missing, '''8  78 

Aggregate, ^^*^ 

Deaths.  Officers.  Men.  ■       Total. 

Killed  in  action 5  '''3  ''^ 

Oi  wounds, ^12  42 

Of  disease, 3  65  68 

Other  causes,      1^  ^^ 

Aggregate, ^"^ 
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Battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  "White  Oak  Swamp, 
Charles  City  Cross-Roads,  Malvern  Hill,  Fredericksburg,  Marye's  Heights, 
Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Funkstown,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  Fort  Stevens. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Depaktmbnt, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  ^^riV  3,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
the  follovfing  information  relative  to  the  Tvrenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
viz  :  The  regiment  vras  mustered  into  service  May  27 — June  1,  1861,  and  mus- 
tered out  June  18,  1864  ;  its  veterans  and  recruits  being  transferred  to  the 
Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

The  return  for  June  30,  1863,  reports  25  officers  and  371  men  "present  for 
duty."  The  number  actually  carried  into  action  at  Gettysburg  is  notof  record. 
The  loss  sustained  in  that  battle  was  1  officer  and  29  men  killed,  10  officers  and 
166  men  wounded  and  7  men  captured  or  missing,  a  total  of  213. 

The  principal  engagements  and  battles  in  which  the  regiment  bore  a  part  are 
as  follows  : 

Yorktown,  Va.,  Williamsburg,  Va.,  The  Seven  Days'  battles,  including  Oak 
Grove  or  King's  School  House,  Peach  Orchard  or  Allen's  Farm,  Glendale  or 
Nelson's  Farm  and  Malvern  Hill,  Va.,  Malvern  Hill  (second),  Va.,  Kettle  Run 
or  Bristoe  Station,  Va.,  Grovetonor  Manassas  Plains,  Va.,  Bull  Run  or  Second 
Manassas,  Va.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Chancellors ville,  Va.,  Gettysburg,  Pa., 
Wapping  Heights  or  Manassas  Gap,  Va.,  Kelly's  Ford,  Va.,  Mine  Run,  Va., 
Wilderness.  Va.,  Spotsylvania,  Va.,  and  North  Anna,  Va.  The  other  state- 
ments required  by  you  will  be  supplied  as  rapidly  as  the  amount  of  labor  in- 
volved in  their  preparation  will  permit. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  28,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P,  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :     As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  20th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  information  relative  to  the  Twenty -sixth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, viz  : 
Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed 5  77  82 

Wounded,         22  398  420 

Captured  or  missing,     .    .  65  65 


Aggregate,    .  27  540  567 
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Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

5 

11 

82 

1 

63 

64 

1 

62 

63 

3 

3 

7 

205 

212 

Total  deaths. 

Killed  in  action, 

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 

Of  disease, 

Other  causes, 

Aggregate, 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate},  1,525. 

Battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  "Williamsburg,  Oak  Grove  or  King's  School  House, 
Peach  Orchard  or  Allen's  Farm,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill  (first),  Malvern  Hill 
(second).  Kettle  Kun  or  Bristoe  Station,  Grovetou,  Bull  Run  (second),  Fred- 
ericksburg, Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wapping  Heights,  Kelly's  Ford, 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  and  Totopotomoy. 

"Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Asshtant  Adjutant  General. 

"War  Department, 
Adjutant  Geneeai.'s  Office, 
"Washington,  June  15,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haeper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  the  "  present  for  duty  "  in  the  Tvfenty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Infantry  on  June  30,  1863,  was  as  follows  : 

Officers.  Men.  Total. 

19  305  324 

The  effective  strength  of  this  regiment  in  the  battle  is  not  shown  by  the 

•records. 

"Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

"War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
"Washington,  June  15,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sib  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  the  'present  for  duty"  in  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry on  June  30,  1863,  was  as  follows  : 

Officers.  Men.  Total. 

27  458  485 

The  effective  strength  of  this  regiment  in  the  battle  is  not  shown  by  the 

records. 

"Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Opeice, 
Washington,  Juwe  23, 1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepek,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

BiK  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst. ,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz: 
Mustered  in,  May  31,  1861. 
Mustered  out,  June  11,  1864. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers. 

Killed, 2 

Wounded,     ....  .  .         3 

Captured  or  missing,     1 


Three  of  the  wounded  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effects  of  their 
wounds. 

Deaths.                                             Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 4  40  44 

Of  wounds, 1  28  29 

Of  disease, 48  48 

Accident  and  other  causes,  ...  14  14 

135 


Men. 

Total. 

4 

6 

26 

29 

75 

76 

111 

Battles,  etc.,  Cross  Keys,  Rappahannock  River,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second), 

Chancellorsville,   Gettysburg,   Hagerstown,   Missionary  Ridge,  Rocky   Face 
Ridge,  Resaca,  and  Dallas. 

Losses  in  action.     '  '        •                Officers.            Men.  Total. 

Killed, ■                   4                  40  44 

Wounded, 15               178  193 

Captured  or  missing 1               123  124 

361 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate)  1,350. 

The  records  of  this  regiment  are  unusually  incomplete  and  any  defects  that 
may  exist  in  the  foregoing  statements  must  be  attributed  to  that  cause. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  22,  1888. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  oi  the  9th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  statement  of  losses  in  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  viz  : 
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Killed  or  mortally  wounded,  6  men. 
Wonnded  (not  mortally),  1  officer  and  19  men. 
Captured  or  missing,  2  men. 
Total  loss  28. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjvtant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  22,  1888. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9tli  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  statement  of  losses  in  the  One  hun- 
dred and  forty -seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  viz: 
Killed,  1  officer  and  4  men. 
Wonnded,  15  men  ;  1  mortally. 

Total  loss  20. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 

Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  22,  1888. 

Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia,  Pa. . 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 

from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  statement  of  losses  in  Battery  "  E  " 

(Knap's)  Pennsylvania  Artillery  at  the  battle  ol  Gettysburg,  viz  ; 

Wounded  3. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 

Adjutant  General, 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  26,  1888. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  25th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  statement  of  the  effective  strength  of  the  Twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  compiled  from  the  best  in- 
formation affijrded  by  the  records  of  this  office,  viz  : 

13 officers  and  390  men,  exclusive  of  Company  "B,"  reported  at  division 
I  headquarters.     The  strength  of  this  company  was  2  officers  and  36  men . 

|\  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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War  Department, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  26,  1888. 

Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  .- 

SiK  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  25th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  lur- 

nish  the  following  statement  of  the  effective  strength  of  the  One  hundred  and 

forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  the   battle  of  Gettysburg,  compiled 

from  the  best  information  afforded  by  the  records  of  this  oflSce,  viz : 

12  officers  and  286  men. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  C.  DRUM, 

Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  26,  1888. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  25th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  statement  of  the  effective  strength  of  Battery  "E,"  Penn- 
sylvania Artillery  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  compiled  from  the  best  informa- 
tion afforded  by  the  records  of  this  office,  viz  : 

4  officers  and  135  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  C.  DRUM, 

Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  17,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  official  records,  the  following  information  relative  to  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  June  28 — October  15,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December  23,  1863. 
Mustered   out,  July  18,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg,  13  officers  and  290  men,  exclusive  of  Company  B, 
reported  at  division  headquarters,  and  numbering  2  officers  and  36  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Tliree  (3)  men  killed,  1  officer  and  22  men  wounded, 
2  men  captured  or  missing  ;  28.  Three  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect 
of  their  wounds. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 5  82  87 

Wounded 23  447  470 

Captured  or  missing, 44  44 

Aggregate, 28  .573  601 
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Total  deaths.                                       Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 5  82  87 

Of  wounds  received  in  action,   .    .            1  69  70 

Of  disease,         3  112  115 

Other  causes, 12  12 

Aggregate,      9  275  284 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  2,650. 

Battles,  etc.,  Pritchard's  Mill,  Berlin  (September  19,  1861),  Point  of  Eocks 
(September  24,  1861),  Berlin  (September  29,  1861),  Bolivar  Heights,  Point  of 
Kocks  (December  19,  1861),  Leesburg,  Middleburg,  Liuten,  Northern  Vir- 
ginia Campaign,  Antietam,  Hillsborough  and  Lovettsville  Road,  Old  Wilder- 
ness Tavern,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Fair  Play,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mis- 
sionary Kidge,  Kinggold  or  Taylor's  Ridge,  Mill  Creek  Gap,  Resaca,  Pumpkin 
Vine  Creek,  New  Hope  Church,  Pine  Knob,  Kulp's  House,  Dallas,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Savannah,  North  Edisto  River,  Congaree 
River,  Durham  Station  or  Bennett's  House. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  Genebal's  Office, 
Washington,  May  16,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepee,  Secretary  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

SlE  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  information  obtained  from  the  records  of  this  ofBce,  viz  • 

Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

This  regiment  was  mustered  into  service  July,  1861,  re-enlisted  December  8, 
1863,  and  was  mustered  out  July  17,  1865.  Its  losses  at  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg were  2  officers  and  13  men  killed,  43  men  wounded  and  8  men  captured  or 
missing,  a  total  of  66. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Depabtment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  16,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harpeb,  Secretary  Board  of  Commissioners: 

SlE  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  information  obtained  from  the  records  of  this  office,  viz  : 

Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

•This  regiment  was  mustered  into  service  September,  1861,  re-enlisted  Jan- 
nary  13,  1864,  and  was  mustered  out  July  16,  1865. 

The  principal  engagements,  etc.,  in  which  it  bore  a  part  are  as  follows  : 
Winchester,  Cedar  Mountain,  Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Resaca, 
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Cassville,  Dallas,  Pine  Knob,  Kulp's  Farm,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Savan- 
nah, Averysboro,  Bentonville  and  Durham  Station  (surrender).  The  losses 
sustained  by  the  regiment  in  the  actions  above  mentioned  and  other  minor 
combats  aggregated  11  officers  and  79  men  killed,  20  officers  and  404  men 
vrounded  (of  whom  3  officers  and  65  men  died  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds), 
and  15  officers  and  276  men  captured  or  missing. 

The  total  enrolment  of  the  regiment  approximated  1,800.  The  deaths  from 
all  causes  numbered  16  officers  and  285  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Depaktmbnt, 
Adjutant  Geneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  October  31,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

SlE :  Complying  with  so  much  of  your  request  of  the  5th  inst.,  as  relates  to 
the  First  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  records 
of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  May  30  to  June  10,  1861. 
Mustered  out,  June  13,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Present  for  duty  June  30,  1863,  26  officers  and  418 
men. 
Number  carried  into  action  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Eight  men  killed,  3  officers  and  35  men  wounded  (of 
whom  5  men  died  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds),  total  46. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 5  65  70 

Wounded,  17  348  365 

Captured  or  missing,        3  83  86 

Aggregate,      25  496  521 

Total  deaths.                                      Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action,       5  65  70 

Of  wounds  in  action,       ....            1  37  38 

Of  disease, 2  58  60 

Other  causes,      ......  7  7 

Aggregate,  ....  8  167  175 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate)  1,100. 

Battles,  etc.,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  (or  New  Market  Cross- 
Roads),  Malvern  Hill,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (.second).  South  Mountain,  Antie- 
tam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine 
Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  and  Bethesda 
Church. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Genekal's  Office, 
Washington,  November  6,  1889. 

Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  ult.,  as  relates  to  the 
Second  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  records  of 
this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  May  27,  1861. 
Mustered  out,  June  16,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Eeturn  of  June  30,  1863,  reports  24  officers  and 
249  men  present  for  duty. 

Number  carried  into  action  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Three  men  killed,  2  officers  and  31  men  wounded  (of 
whom  6  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their  wounds)  and  1  man 
■captured  or  missing. 

Total  loss  in  action. 

Killed, 

Wounded,  

Captured  or  missing,  .    . 


Aggregate, 


Officers. 

Meii. 

Total. 

3 

51 

54 

22 

207 

229 

5 

48 

53 

30 

306 

336 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

3 

51 

54 

1 

31 

32 

0 

54 

56 

8 

8 

6 

144 

150 

Total  deaths. 

Killed  in  action,    .... 

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 

Of  disease. 

Other  causes,      ... 

Aggregate,      . 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  850. 

Battles,  etc.,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross- 
Eoads,  Malvern  Hill,  Groveton,  Bull  Eun  (second),  South  Mountain,  Antie- 
tam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Rappahannock  Station, 
Mine  Eun,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  and  Bethesda 

Church. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVKR, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


WAR  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  November  8,  1889. 

Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir  :     Complying  with  so  much  of  your  request  of  the  5th  ult.,  as  relates  to 
the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  records 
of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 
59 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

8 

72 

80 

20 

249 

269 

5 

115 

120 

33 

436 

469 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

8 

72 

80 

6 

38 

44 

64 

64 

5 

5 

14 

179 

193 
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Mustered  in,  May  28— June  12,  1861. 
Mastered  out,  June  11,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Return  of  June  30,  1863,  reports  24  officers  and 
310  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  in  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Two  men  wounded. 
Total  loss  in  action. 

Killed, 

Wounded,        

Captured  or  missing,     .    . 

Aggregate 

Total  deaths. 

Killed  in  action,      .    .    .    ... 

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 

Ofdisease, 

Other  causes,  

Aggregate,      . 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,.050. 

Battles,  etc.,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross- 
Soads,  Malvern  Hill,  Groveton.  Bull  Run  (second),  South  Mountain,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,. 
Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy  and  Bethesda  Church. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Was  Depaktment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  November  8,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners : 
Sir  :     In  compliance  with  so  much  of  your  request  of  the  5th  ult.,  as  relates 
to  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  of- 
ficial records  the  following  information,  vfz  : 
Mustered  in.  May  28— June  1,  1861. 
Mustered  out,  June  11,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Return  for  June  30,  1863,  reports  25  officers  and 
355  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Two  men  killed,  1  officer  and  21  men  wounded — 24.. 
One  man  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  his  wound. 
Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 2  ,58  60 

Wounded,         19  335  354 

Captured  or  missing,         .    ,  2  61  63 

Aggre,£;ate,      23  454  477 
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Total  deaths.  Officers.            Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 2                  58  60 

Of  wounds  received  in  action,  49  49 

Of  disease,     ...  67  67 

Other  causes, 5  5 


Aggregate,         ....  2  179  181 


Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,050. 

Battles,  etc.,  Dranesville,  Peninsular  Campaign,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second), 
South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  "Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna, 
Totopotomoy,  and  Bethesda  Church. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  21,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  communication  of  the  13th  inst.,  I  have  the 
honor  to  furnish  the  following  information  in  regard  to  the  Tenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  June  3  to  July  3,  1861. 

Mustered  out,  June  11,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Not  shown  by  the  records.  Present  for  duty  June 
30,  28  officers  and  392  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Killed  2  men,  wounded  3  men — 5. 

List  of  battles,  etc.,  Dranesville,  Meehanicsville  (otherwise  Beaver  Dam 
Creek),  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  (otherwise  New  Market  or  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads),  Malvern  Hill,  Gainesville,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second),  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wil- 
derness, Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  and  Bethesda  Church. 

Losses  in  action,  killed  4  officers  and  76  men,  wounded  16  officers  and  315 
men  ;  captured  or  missing  3  officers  and  140  men — 554. 
Deaths  during  the  war.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 4  76  80 

Of  wounds, 3  .54  57 

Of  disease,         -14  44 

Accidental,  etc.,  ......  6  6 

Aggregate 7  180  187 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,150. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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War  Depabtment, 
Adjutant  Genebal's  Office. 
Washington,  July  19,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sie:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor,  to  furnish 
the  following  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  under  date  of  September  18,  1888,  to 
Mr.  G.  W.  McCracken,  New  Castle,  Pa.,  viz  : 

' '  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst. , 
enclosing  a  "  Eecord  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Pennsylvania  Reserve 
Voluuteer  Corps,"  and  requesting  its  verification  by  the  records  of  this  office. 
In  reply  I  would  respectfully  state  that  all  the  information  required  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monuments  in  the  case  of  the  Tenth 
Pennsylvania  Reserves  has  already  been  furnished  to  Major  Samuel  Harper, 
Secretary  of  the  Board.  That  statement  was  compiled  with  great  care  and 
contains  all  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  ofl&cial  records,  and  while  it  may  not 
be  absolutely  correct  in  all  its  details,  yet  it  is  the  nearest  approximation 
thereto  attainable.  Unfortunately  the  records  are  defective  in  many  particu- 
lars and  there  are  no  adequate  data  that  would  justify  the  department  in 
changing  the  statement  previously  prepared. ' ' 

Respectfully, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Genebal's  Office, 
Washington,  July  19,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  following  statement  relative  to  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves  was 
furnished  under  date  of  June  21,  1888,  to  the  late  Major  Samuel  Harper,  Sec- 
retary Board  of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monuments,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  June  3  to  July  3,  1861. 

Mustered  out,  June  11,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Not  shown  by  the  records. 

Present  for  duty  June  30,  28  officers  and  392  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Killed  2  men,  wounded  3 — 5. 

List  of  battles,  etc.,  Dranesville,  Mechanicsville  (otherwise  Beaver  Dam 
Creek),  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  (otherwise  New  Market  or  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads),  Malvern  Hill,  Gainesville,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second),  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wil- 
derness, Spotsylvania.  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy  and  Bethesda  Church. 

Losses  in  action.  Killed  4  officers  and  76  men  ;  wounded  16  officers  and  315 
men  ;  captured  or  missing  3  officers  and  140  men — 554. 


Deaths  during  the  war. 

Officers. 

3Ien. 

Total 

Killed  in  action,       .... 

4 

76 

80 

Of  wounds,     . 

.    .            3 

54 

57 

Of  disease,                         .    , 

.       . 

44 

44 

Accidental,  etc.,        .... 

•    ■ 

6 

6 

Aggregate,      .... 

.    .            7 

180 

187 
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Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate)  1,150. 

The  record  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  Pennsylvania  has  not  heen  fur- 
nished to  any  one.  It  will,  however,  be  prepared  and  supplied  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Respectfully, 

.T.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjuhint  General, 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  26,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsyhania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sib  :  According  to  the  latest  revision  of  the  official  records,  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves  during  the  late  war  are  as  follows: 


Officers. 

Jlen. 

Total. 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded, 

7 

130 

137 

Died  of  disease, 

44 

44 

Accidental,  etc.,     .                   .    . 

6 

6 

Wounded  in  action(not  mortally). 

13 

261 

374 

Captured, 

3 

125 

128 

Missing  (probably  dead),         .    . 

15 

15 

The  papers  submitted  by  you  are  herewith  returned. 

Respectfully, 

.T.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  November  12,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  5th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the   records  of  this    office   the    following  information  relative  to    the 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  viz  : 
Mustered  in.  May  9  to  July  5,  1861. 
Mustered  out,  June  13,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Return  for  June  30,  1863,  reports  25  officers  and 
367  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  One  officer  and  3  men  killed  and  3  officers  and  35 
men  wounded  (of  whom  2  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their 
wounds). 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed 6  122  128 

Wounded,  23  333  346 

Captured  or  missing, 31  737  758 

Aggregate, 60  l,!^-^         J^ 
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The  captured  or  missing  includes  25  officers  and  619  men  taken  prisoners  at 
Gaines'  Mill,  some  of  whom  were  wounded.  These  are  not,  however,  separ- 
ately designated  on  the  records. 


Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

6 

132 

128 

Of  wounds  received  in  action. 

5 

63 

68 

Of  disease,                             .    .    . 

1 

110 

111 

Other  causes, 

3 

3 

Aggi-egate,      ...  .13  398  310 


Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,300. 

Battles,  etc.,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross- 
Roads,  Malvern  Hill,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second),  South  Mountain,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine 
Run,  "Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  and  Bethesda 
Church. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVEB, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  November  18,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  5th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  May  30  to  July  3,  1861. 
Mustered  out,  June  11,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Return  for  June  30,  1863,  reports  26  officers  and 
294  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  taken  into  action  is  not  of  record. 
Losses  at  Gettysburg.     One  man  killed  and  one  man  wounded. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed,  1  60  61 

Wounded, 15  263  278 

Captured  or  missing, 3  95  97 

Aggregate,      18  418  436 

Total  deaths.  Officers.            Mat.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 1                    60  61 

Of  wounds  received  in  action,   .  52  ,52 

Ofdisea.se, 1                    65  66 

Other  causes, 4  4 

Aggregate, 2  181  183 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,100, 
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Battles,  etc.,  Dranesville,  Mechaaicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  or  New 
Market  Cross-Roads,  Malvern  Hill,  Groveton,  Bull  Eun  (second).  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Rappabannock 
Station.  Mine  Run,  "Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  and 
Bethesda  Church. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  MoKEEVER, 
Asaiatant  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  November  12,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  5th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (or  First  Rifles),  viz  : 
Mustered  in.  May  38  to  June  11,  1861. 
Mustered  out,  June  11,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Return  for  June  30,  1863,  reports  30  officers  and 
319  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Two  ofdcers  and  5  men  killed  ;  8  officers  and  31  men 
wounded  (of  whom  4  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their  wounds), 
and  2  men  captured  or  missing. 


Total  loss  in  action. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed 

9 

93 

101 

Wounded, 

31 

454 

485 

Captured  or  missing,  .    .    ,    . 

12 

243 

355 

Aggregate,        ...    ,   .   . 

52 

789 

841 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

9 

92 

101 

Of  wounds  received  in  action,  . 

a 

59 

61 

Of  disease, 

1 

89 
3 

90 

Other  causes, 

3 

Aggregate,     .    .    . 

12 

243 

255 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,300. 

Battles,  etc.,  Dranesville,  Strasburg,  Woodstock,  Mount  Jackson,  Harrison- 
burg, Cross  Keys,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross- 
Roads,  Malvern  Hill,  Catlett's  Station,  Groveton,  JBull  Eun  (second),  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Rappahan- 
nock Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy, 
and  Bethesda  Church. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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War  Depaetmknt, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  March  3,  1888. 
Captain  Joseph  Matohett,  Caiasauqua,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  20th  ult.,  I  bave  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  Get- 
tysburg was  3  men  killed,  1  officer  and  9  men  wounded  and  1  man  missing,  a 
total  of  13.  Its  effective  strength  in  the  battle  was  262  men.  The  regiment 
■was  in  the  service  from  September,  1861,  to  July,  1865. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

WAR  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  27,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :     In  accordance  with  your  request  of  the  20th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  the  following  information  relative  to  the  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, viz : 
Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed,      11  79  go 

Wounded, 20  404  424 

Captured  or  missing,  .  15  276  291 

Aggregate, 46  759  805 

Total  deaths.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 11  79  90 

Of  wounds  received  in  action,  3  66  69 

Of  disease, 1  129  1.30 

Other  causes,                ...  1  \\  12 

Aggregate,     .....  16  285  301 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,800. 

Battles,  etc.,  Winchester,  Cedar  Mountain,  Northern  Virginia  Campaign, 
Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Resaca,  Cassville,  Dallas,  Pine  Knob, 
Kulp's  Farm,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  .Atlanta,  Savannah,  Averysboro,  Bentonville, 
and  Durham  Station. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  3,  1888. 
Major  Samuel   Harper,  Secretary   Pennsylmnia   Board  of  Commissioners : 

Sir  -.  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult.  I 
have  the  honor  to  furnish  the  following  transcript  from  the  records  of  this  of- 
fice relative  to  the  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
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It  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  in  August,  SeBtember  and 
October,  1861,  and  mustered  out  July  15,  1865. 

Owing  to  the  imperfect  data  afforded  by  the  regimental  records  it  is  not 
practicable  to  determine  with  precision  the  aggregate  number  of  officers  and 
men  belonging  to  the  organization  during  its  term  of  service. 

The  aggregate  number  of  death  casualties  in  the  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 


Of  disease,  . 
Accidental,  etc., 

Aggregate, 


86  91 

55  58 

166  166 

7  7 


314  322 


The  total  number  of  wounded  (including  those  who  died  from  the  effects  of 
their  wounds)  was  25  ofBcers  and  366  men.  Seventy-four  (74)  men  were  also 
captured  or  missing  in  action. 

The  principal  engagements  and  battles  in  which  the  regiment  bore  a  part 
are  as  follows  :  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Seven  Days,  Antietam.  Fredericks- 
burg, Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station, 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Winchester  or  the  Opequon,  Petersburg  (assault).  Sailor's  Creek, 
and  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender). 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutmit  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  21,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

Sib  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform- 
you  in  reply  that  the  enrolment  of  the  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  was   about 
1,400. 
The  regiment  re-enlisted  December  24,  1863. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  January  14.  1888. 
Mr.  I.  Newton  Ritner,  Secretary    Veteran  Society   Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  2036  N.  Twenty-first  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ; 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  ult. ,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you : 
1st.  That  the  companies  of  the   Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  wer& 
mustered  into  service  at  different  places  and  on  different  dates  in  the  months 
of  August,  September  and  October,  1861.     The  first  return  of  the   regiment 
(October   1861),  accounts  for  816  officers  and  men. 
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2d.  Owing  to  the  imperfect  condition  of  the  regimental  records,  a  reliable 
count  of  the  ' '  aggregate  number  of  oflficers  and  men  borne  upon  the  rolls  of  the 
regiment  from  date  of  muster-in  to  that  of  muster-out,"  cannot  be  made. 

3d.  The  regiment  was  consolidated  into  a  battalion  of  four  companies  near 
White  Oak  Swamp,  Va.,  January  9,  1B63. 

4th.  It  was  transferred  from  the  Fourth  Corps  to  the  Sixth  Corps,  May  18, 
1862. 

5th.  The  principal  engagements  accredited  to  the  regiment  are  as  follows  : 
Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Seven  Days,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Marye's 
Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wil- 
derness, Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Winchester  or  the  Opequon,  Petersburg,  Sailor's  Creek,  and  Appomatox  Court 
House. 

6th.  The  aggregate  number  of  casualties  as  shown  by  the  records  of  this 
office  were  : 

Killed  in  action, ...  91 

Died  of  wounds  received  in  action, 58 

Died  of  disease,  166 

Accidental  deaths,        3 

Died  from  sunstroke, 1 

Cause  oS  death  not  stated, 3 

Number  wounded  in  action  (including  those  who  died  from 

the  effects  of  their  wounds),  .  391 

Number  captured  or  missing  in  action, 74 

7th.  The  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Hall's  Hill,  Va..  July  15, 
1865,  with  605  officers  and  men  borne  on  the  rolls  at  that  time. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  14,  1888. 
Hon.  Robert  M.  Yardley,  M.  C,  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  enclosing  a  request  from  Gen- 
eral William  M.  Mintzer,  of  Pottstown,  Pa.,  for  certain  data  relative  to  the 
services  of  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry  during  the  late  war,  I  have 
the  honor  to  furnish  the  following  information,  viz  :  The  regiment  lost  at 
Gettysburg  7  men  killed,  11  officers  (including  Colonel  Brooke  and  two  of  his 
staff  officers)  and  56  men  wounded  and  6  men  captured  or  missing. 

The  principal  battles,  etc.,  in  which  it  bore  a  part  were  as  follows  :  York- 
town,  Fair  Oaks,  Gaines'  Mill,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  Station,  White  Oak 
Swamp.  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettys- 
burg, Bristoe  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopo- 
tomoy, Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Ream,s' 
Station,  Rowanty  Creek,  South  Side  Railroad,  Farmville,  and  Appomattox 
■Court  House  (surrender). 

In  the  foregoing  engagements  and  other  minor  combats  the  total  loss  of  the 
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regiment  was  3  ofHoers  and  113  men  killed,  32  oilicers  and  589  men  wounded 
(of  whom  1  officer  and  83  men  died  from  the  eflfects  of  their  wounds)  and  3 
officers  and  163  men  captured  or  missing,  making  an  aggregate  of  903. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  15,  1888. 
General  W.  M.  Mintzer,  Poftstown,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  6th  inst.,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  R.  M. 
Yardley,  and  by  him  referred  to  this  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  according  to  the  offtcial  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Richards  Mc- 
Miehael,  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  went  into  action  at  Gettysburg  with  15 
officers  and  120  men.     The  total  enrolment  of  the  regiment  was  about  2,080. 

There  would  seem  to  be  no  objection  to  the  substitution  of  Hatcher's  Run 
for  Rowanty  Creek,  as  both  names  are  used  to  express  the  same  engagement. 
In  the  case  of  your  regiment  the  designation  given  by  the  regimental  records 

-was  adopted. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  15, 1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  13th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  according  to  the  official  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Richards  Mc- 
Michael,  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  went  into  action  at  Gettysburg  with  15 
-officers  and  120  enlisted  meu.  As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  records 
the  total  enrolment  of  the  regiment  was  about  2,080  officers  and  meu. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Ofpioe. 
Washington,  June  16,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  12fch  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
the  following  information  relative  to  the  Fifty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
Tiz  : 

Mustered  in,  October  16,  1861,  to  April  31,  1862. 
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Ee-enlisted,  February,  1864. 
Mustered  out,  July  1,  1865. 

Present  at  Gettysburg.     Seventeen  officers  and  235  men. 
Casualties  at  Gettysburg.     Killed,  officers  1,  men  13;  -wounded,  officers  5,  men 
56  (including  3  who  subsequently  died  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds) ;  and 

1  officer  and  54  men  captured  or  missing,  a  total  of  130. 
Total  enrolment.     About  1,600. 

Total  number  of  deaths.     Killed  in  action,  5  officers  and  73  men  ;  of  wounds, 

2  officers  and  39  men  ;  of  disease,  1  officer  and  87  men  ;  accidental  and  other 
causes,  7  men — 314. 

List  of  battles,  etc.,  Rappahannock  Station,  Sulphur  Springs,  Gainesville, 
Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second),  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Union,  Upperville, 
Fredericksburg,  Pollock's  Mills,  Chancellorsville,  Brandy  Station,  Gettysburg, 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda 
Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Spring  Church  (or 
Chapel  House),  Hatcher's  Run,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton  Road,  White  Oak  Road, 
Five  Forks,  and  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender). 

Losses  in  action.  Killed,  5  officers  and  73  men ;  wounded,  26  ofiSoers  and 
329  men  ;  captured  or  missing,  2  officers  and  178  men,  or  an  aggregate  ot  613. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
ADJUTA^fT  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  5,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2nd  inst.,  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  L.  D. 
Bumpus,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  records  of  this  office  afford 
positive  evidence  of  the  participation  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry in  the  following  named  principal  engagements,  etc.:  Yorktowu, 
Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Oak  Grove,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Kettle  Run, 
Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second),  Chautilly,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep 
Bottom,  Poplar  Spring  Church,  Boydton  Plank  Road,  Hatcher's  Run,  Peters- 
burg (Watkina'  House),  Amelia  Springs,  and  Appomattox  Court  House  (sur- 
render). 

The  "present  for  duty  "  on  June  30,  1863,  was  22  officers  and  187  men. 
The  number  carried  into  action  at  Gettysburg  is  not  shown  by  the  records. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  that  battle  is  reported  as  3  officers  and  9  men 
killed,  9  officers  and  37  men  wounded  (of  whom  3  men  subsequently  died  from 
the  effects  of  their  wounds),  and  3  officers  and  55  men  captured  or  missing,  a 
total  of  115. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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War  -Department, 
Adji'tan't  Genkrat^'s  Office, 
Washington,  June  14,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Infantry  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  in  October  and  November, 
1861,  re-enlisted  December  20,  1863,  and  was  mustered  out  June  29,  1865. 

Very  respecttully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Acting  Ailjiitotit  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  1,  1885. 
Mr.  John  Rodgers,  416  Walnut  street,  PliiladelpUa,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  22d 
ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the  following  statement  of  the  number  of 
deaths  In  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  during  the  war,  as  shown 
by  the  records  of  this  office. 

Officers. 

Killed  in  action, 10 

Died  of  wounds,       ...  .  8 

Died  of  disease 

Other  causes 


A  statement  of  the  number  missing  in  action  or  captured,  and  the  wounded 
in  this  regiment  has  not  yet  been  compiled  by  this  office. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  WARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant  (ieneral. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  1,  1885. 
Mr.  John  Rodgees,  416  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  22d 
ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the  following  statement  of  the  number  of 
deaths  in  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  during 
the  war,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  this  office. 

Killed  in  action. 

Died  of  wounds,  .    . 

Died  of  disease,        

Other  causes, 


Men. 

Total. 

148 

158 

66 

74 

89 

89 

14 

14 

335 

leers. 

3Ten. 

Total 

7 

70 

77 

2 

57 

59 

1 

64 

65 

4 

4 

205 
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■  A  statement  of  the  number  missing  in  action  or  captured,  and  the  wounded 
in  this  regiment  has  not  yet  been  compiled  by  this  oflSce. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  WARD, 
ABnistani  Adjutant  Gmeml. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  4,  1888. 
Major  Samijel  Haepeb,  PiiUTjurg,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  12th  ult ,  I  have  the  honor  to- 
furnish  the  following  information  concerning  the  Sixty-iirst  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, viz  : 

The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  in  August,  Sep- 
tember and  October,  1861,  and  was  mustered  out  June  28,  1865.  Its  total  en- 
rolment cannot  be  definitely  determined. 

The  losses  in  action  were  10  officers  and  148  men  killed,  36  officers  and  536 
men  wounded  (of  whom  8  officers  and  66  men  died  from  the  effects  of  their 
wounds),  and  5  officers  and  94  men  captured  or  missing,  making  a  total  of  829. 
In  addition  to  these  casualties  in  battle  there  is  record  of  the  deaths  of  89  meni 
from  disease  and  14  men  from  other  causes. 

The  following  list  embraces  the  principal  engagements  and  battles  in  which 
the  regiment  bore  a  part,  viz :  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion, Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens,  Opequon, 
Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Petersburg  (assault),  Sailor's  Creek,  and  Appomat- 
tox Court  House  (surrender). 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Acting  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
W.iSHlXGTON,  April  21,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  ;  Complying  with  your  request  (without  date),  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  the  veteran  volunteers  of  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry 
were  re-enlisted  between  December  21,  1863,  and  February  14,  1864. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  .servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assiniant  Adjutant  General. 
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War  Depaijtment, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  April21,  1888. 
Major  Sajiuel  Harper,  Piiiabm-g,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  (witliout  date),  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  the  Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry  is  recognized  as  mus- 
tered in  from  September  18,  1861  ;  re-enlisted  December  20,  1863  ;  mustered 
out  July  31,  1865. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  21,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  (without  date)  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  under  date  of  March  16,  1888,  Mr.  John  Rodgers,  of  Philadelphia, 
Secretary  of  the  Survivors'  Association  of  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  informed  by  this  office  that  "  owing  to  the  im- 
perfect condition  of  the  regimental  records  it  is  not  practicable  to  determine 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  number  of  officers  and  men  borne  upon  the 
rolls  from  date  of  muster-in  to  that  of  muster-out." 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  17,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the- 
following  information. 

Sixty-.tecond  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

This  regiment  was  mustered  in  July  4,  1861,  and  mustered  out  July  13, 
1864.  It  carried  into  action  at  Gettysburg  26  officers  and  400  men.  Its  loss 
was  4  officers  and  24  men  killed,  10  officers  and  97  men  wounded,  and  40  men 
captured  or  missing — a  total  of  175. 

The  principal  engagements,  etc.,  in  which  it  bore  a  part  are  as  follows  : 
Yorktown,  Hanover  Court  House,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Malvern  Cliffs, 
Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville.  Upperville,  Gettys- 
burg, Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Petersburg.  The 
losses  of  the  regiment  in  the  above  mentioned  battles,  etc.,' and  other  minor 
combats  aggregated  11  officers  and  79  men  killed,  36  officers  and  541  men 
wounded  (of  whom  6  officers  and  68  men  died  from  the  effects  ot  their  wounds), 
and  5  officers  and  153  men  captured  or  missing. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  during  the  war  was  17  officers 
and  224  men — 241.     The  enrolment  approximated  1,600. 

Very  respectfully'. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DEUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  Geneeai/s  Office, 

Washhsoton,  June  5,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg  Fa.. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  request  of  General  .Jacob  B.  Sweitzer,  dated  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  ,Iune  1,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the  lollowing  information  relative  to 
■certain  combats,  etc.,  of  the  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  submitted 
by  General  Sweitzer  for  verification,  in  addition  to  the  list  of  principal  engage- 
ments contained  in  the  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo  from  this  office. 

Chickahominy.  This  is  identical  with  Gaines' Mill.  It  is  officially  designated 
as  the  battle  ot  "  Gaines'  Mill,  Cold  Harbor  or  the  Chickahominy." 

Second  Bull  Bun.  "While  there  is  no  positive  evidence  affi)rded  by  the  records 
that  the  regiment  was  actually  engaged  in  this  battle,  yet,  as  its  presence  in 
reserve  is  inferentially  established,  it  would  seem  proper  to  allow  credit  therefor. 

Blackford's  Ford.  A  minor  affair,  not  included  under  the  head  of  ' '  principal 
engagements."  The  regiment  appears  to  have  taken  part  in  the  operations  at 
that  point  Sei^tember  19  and  30,  1862. 

Kearneysville.  A  "  reconnoissance,"  in  which  the  participation  of  the  Sixty- 
second  is  only  inferentially  established. 

Mud  March.  An  abortive  movement  of  the  whole  army.  It  is  not  regarded 
as  an  "engagement  "  and  was,  therefore,  omitted  from  the  list  previously  fur- 
nished.    In  fact  it  is  not  embodied  in  the  battle  list  of  any  organization. 

Middlehurg.  Identical  with  Upperville  (see  list  of  May  17). 

If  the  name  of  Middleburg  is  preferred,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  its  sub- 
stitution for  Upperville.  The  latter  designation  is  applied  to  the  cavalry  fight, 
the  infantry  being  in  sujiport  and  nearer  to  Middleburg. 

Jones'  Cross  Eoads,  Manassas  Gap,  Wapping  Heights,  Brandy  Station.  The  regi- 
ment was  doubtless  operating  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  these  places,  but  there  is 
no  record  evidence  of  its  being  "in  action."  Manassas  Gap  and  Wappiug 
Heights  are  regarded  as  synonymous  terms.  As  the  status  of  the  Sixty-second 
in  these  affairs  is  not  clearly  defined  by  the  records,  an  expression  of  opinion 
thereon  cannot  be  given. 

New  Hope  Church.  Embraced  in  the  general  name  of  Mine  Kun.  (See  list  of 
May  17.) 

La-urel  Hill.  Embodied  in  the  general  term  of  Spotsylvania.  (See  list  of 
May  17.) 

Shady  Grore  Church.  Embodied  in  the  genei'al  term  of  Totopotomoy.  (See 
list  of  May  17.) 

Jerusalem  Boad.  Embodied  under  the  head  of  Petersburg,  June  15  to  SO. 
.(See  list  of  May  17.) 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DEUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  Febniary  4,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Haeper,  nttshm-g,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  as  relates  to  the 
Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  records 
of  this  office  the  following  informatioji  relative  thereto,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  and  September,  1861. 
Mustered  out.  July  31  to  September  9,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Return  for  June  30,  shows  20  officers  and  276  men 
"  for  duty. "     The  uumber  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed,  1  1 

Wounded,         ■"  26  29 

Captured  or  missing,  ....  4  4 


Aggregate,    .    .  3  31  34 


Battles,  etc,  Pohiok  Church,  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Oak  Grove 
or  the  Orchard,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Kettle  Run,  Groveton,  Bull  Run 
(second),  Chantilly,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wapping 
Heights,  Auburn,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom. 
Casualties  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed 10  106  116 

Wounded,  ....  48  571  619 

Captured  or  missing,    ...  4  144  148 


Aggregate,  .           .    . 

62 

821 

883 

Deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action. 

10 

106 

116 

Of  wounds,     . 

7 

62 

69 

Of  disease. 

1 

136 

127 

Other    known    and     unknown 

causes. 

- 

9 

9 

Aggregate,      .        .    . 

18 

303 

321 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1350. 

Very 

respectfully. 

Your 

obedient  servant, 

R. 

C.  DRUM, 

Adj 

utani  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  Jnmmry  19,  1888. 
Mr.  Alfred  Craighead,  Secretary  Survivors'  Association  Sixty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  No.  1736  North  Sixteenth  Street,  Philailelplda,  Pa.. 
Sir  :     As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  organized  at  Philadel- 

60 
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phia,  Pa.,  in  August  and  September,  1862,  and  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  with  1,049  officers  and  men. 

The  principal  engagements  in  which  the  regiment  bore  a  part  are  as  follows  : 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  "Wapping  Heights,  Auburn, 
Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Euu,  Guinea's  Station,  and  Petersburg.  The  losses  sus- 
tained in  action  by  the  regiment  during  the  war,  as  far  as  shown  by  the  rec- 
ords of  this  office,  were  6  officers  and  23  men  killed  ;  15  officers  and  190  men 
wounded  (of  whom  4  officers  and  35  men  died  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds) ; 
and  3  officers  and  100  men  captured  or  missing.  The  loss  of  the  regimeut  at 
Gettysburg,  as  reported  by  the  regimental  commander,  was  3  officers  and  4 
men  killed  ;  9  officers  and  117  men  wounded,  and  19  men  captured  or  missing, 
making  a  total  of  152.  Six  of  the  men  counted  as  "missing"  were  subse- 
quently reported  as  "killed  "  which  would  reduce  the  number  of  the  former 
to  13  and  increase  that  of  the  latter  to  10.  These  six  men  are  included  in  the 
whole  number  of  killed  during  the  war,  as  above  given. 

The  effective  strength  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  is  not  of  record,  but  the 
return  for  June  30,  reports  23  officers  and  360  men  "  present  for  duty. "  It 
was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Hart's  Island,  N.  Y.,  June  9,  1865.  Four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  (432)  officers  and  men  were  borne  on  the  rolls  at  that  time. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

0.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


"WAR  Department, 
Adjutant  Gbneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  Jmie  8,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepek,  Pittsburg,  Pa. : 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  the  following  ex- 
tract from  ii  letter  this  day  forwarded  to  Mr.  Alfred  Craighead,  Secretary 
Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Association  : 

-It  -X-  -X-  X  *  A  -X  *  '.t  -If  -X-  -K  -K- 

"  Positive  evidence  exists  of  the  regiment's  participating  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  in  the  following  named  engagements  :  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville, Gettysburg,  "Wapping  Heights,  Auburn,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Eun  ("which 
comprehends  the  series  of  combats  known  as  Robertson's  Tavern  or  Locust 
Grove,  Payne's  or  Morris'  Farm,  New  Hope  Church,  Parker's  Store,  Mine  Run 
proper,  etc.),  Guinea's  Station,  and  Petersburg. 

"  The  Sixty-eighth  was  without  question  engaged  on  November  27,  at  Payne's 
or  Morris'  Farm,  and  moved  thence  on  the  28th  to  Mine  Run.  The  fighting  of 
the  Second  Army  Corps  on  the  27th  is  designated  as  Locust  Grove  or  Robert- 
son's Tavern.  The  status  of  your  regiment  in  the  Wilderness  is  not  clearly 
defined  by  the  records.  Its  active  participation  in  that  battle  is  nowhere 
authoritatively  stated. 

"  The  most  definite  information  upon  the  subject,  in  possession  of  this  office, 
is  contained  in  the  official  report  of  General  Patrick,  Provost-Marshal-General 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  dated  August  10,  1864.  He  says  :  '  The  Sixty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  has  been  employed  as  prison  guard  at  these 
headquarters,  by  no  means  a  light  duty,  and  has  given  very  general  satisfac- 
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tion  in  their  performance  of  it.  In  the  skirmish  on  the  21st  of  May,  they 
acted  with  a  great  deal  of  dash  and  bravery.'  A  fair  construction  of  this  re- 
port would  seem  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  the  Sixty-eighth  was  performing 
its  prescribed  duties  on  the  battlefield  of  the  Wilderness,  and  is,  therefore,  en- 
titled to  credit  for  the  part  it  bore  in  that  battle." 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
"Washington,  December  37,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nichomox,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners: 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  32d  ult.,  I 
have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  oflBcial  records  the  following  information 
relative  to  the  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  and  September,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  June  9,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     The  return  for  June  30,  1863,  reports  23  officers 

and  360  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  taken  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Three  (3)  officers  and  10  men  killed  ;  9  officers  and 

117  men  wounded  (of  whom  1  officer  and  24  men  subsequently  died  from  the 

effect  of  their  wounds)  and  13  men  captured  or  missing — 152. 


Total  loss  in  action. 

Officers. 

Men. 

.  Total. 

Killed,  .               ... 

6 

33 

29 

Wounded,        .    .               ... 

15 

190 

205 

Captured  or  missing. 

3 

100 

103 

Aggregate,    .    . 

24 

313 

337 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

.Ven. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action,     .           ... 

6 

23 

29 

Of  wounds  received  in  action,  . 

4 

35 

39 

Of  disease,        .    .           ... 

47 

47 

Other  causes, 

4 

4 

Aggregate, 

10 

109 

119 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate).  1,100. 

Battles,  etc.,  Fredericksburg, Chancellors ville,  Gettysburg,  Wapping  Heights, 
Auburn,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Guinea's  Station,  and  Peters- 
burg. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
WASHiisrGTON,  December  4,  1889. 

Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

SiK  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  thi 
records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the  Sixty-nintl 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz : 

Mustered  in,  August  19,  1861. 

Re-enlisted,  January  and  February,  1864. 

Mastered  out,  July  1,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Keturn  for  June  30,  1863,  reports  30  officers  anc 
399  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  taken  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 4  36  40 

Wounded,        8  72  80 

Captured  or  missing,     ....              2  15  17 

Aggregate, 14  123  137 

One  officer  and  8  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  3Ien.  Total. 

Killed, .  9  110                119 

Wounded,     ...  .    .  31  315                346 

Captured  or  missing,  ....  4  _         181                185 

Aggregate, 44  606  650 


Total  deaths. 

Offlcers. 

31en. 

Total 

Killed  in  action 

9 

110 

119 

Of  wounds  received  in  action. 

3 

56 

59 

Of  disease,                   .   . 

3 

89 

91 

Other  causes,    . 

1 

14 
269 

15 

Aggregate,           .    .    . 

15 

284 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,700. 

Battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  Station,  Glen- 
dale,  Malvern  Hill,  Chantilly  (or  Flint  Hill),  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville  (or  Banks'  Ford),  Gettysburg,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Wil 
deruess,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station,  Boydton  Road,  Dabney's 
Mill,  Hatcher's  Run,  Appomattox  Court  Hou.se. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Gejn"ei{Al's  Office, 
Washington,  Dticemier  4,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commiasioners  : 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  records 
of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the  Seventy-first  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  viz : 

Mustered  in.  May  21  to  June  28,  1861. 
Mustered  out,  July  2,  1864. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Return  for  June  30,  reports  24  officers  and  307  men 
present  for  duty.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg. 

Killed 

Wounded,    ...  .    .    , 

Captured  or  missing,     .    .    . 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

2 

19 

21 

S 

55 

58 

3 

16 

19 

Aggregate,  H  90  98 


Four  (4)  men  subsequently  died  from  the  eifect  of  their  wounds. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed 

Wounded, 
Captured  or  missing. 


11 

83 

94 

.    .    .    .               24 

372 

.396 

....             10 

320 

330 

Aggregate,    . 

45 

775 

820 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action,     .    . 

11 

83 

94 

Of  wounds  received  in  action. 

3 

43 

46 

Of  disease 

1 

90 

91 

Other  causes,       ... 

6 

6 

Aggregate 

15 

222 

237 

Battles,  etc..  Ball's  Bluff,  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's 
Station,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Chantilly  (or  Flint  Hill),  Antietam,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Chancellorsville  (or  Banks'  Ford),  Gettysburg,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine 
Eun,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  7,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper.  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  information  relative  to  the  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania 
Infantry : 


950  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

It  appears  from  the  return  for  June  30,  1863,  that  the  number  "  present  for 
duty  "  was  23  officers  and  435  men.  The  effective  force  carried  into  action  is 
not  of  record. 

Loss  at  Gettysburg  :  2  officers  and  42  men  killed  ;  7  officers  and  139  men 
wounded,  and  2  men  captured  or  missing,  a  total  of  192. 

Losses  in  action  during  the  war  :  9  officers  and  120  men  killed  ;  28  officers 
and  579  men  wounded  ;  and  9  officers  and  163  men  captured  or  missing. 

The  aggregate  number  of  reported  deaths  from  all  causes  during  the  war 
was  248. 

List  of  principal  engagements  and  battles  :  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks  or  Seven 
Pines,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  Station,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Chantilly, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Ohancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run,  Wilder 
nese,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Petersburg. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wab  Department, 
Adjutaiv't  General's  Office, 

Washingtox,  July  26,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners : 

SiB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  appears  from  the  records  of 
this  office  that  the  killed  and  mortally  wounded  in  the  Seventy-second  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  was  2  officers  and  60  men. 
The  killed  and  mortally  wounded  in  the  same  regiment  during  the  war  was 
12  officers  and  183  men.     The  papers  submitted  by  you  are  herewith  returned. 

Respectful!  v, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  Geneeal'.s  Office, 
Washington,  Aui/ust  26,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  losses  of  the  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry  mav 
be  classified  as  follows  : 

Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded.  12  183  195 

Died  of  disease,       .  1  .".D  60 

Died  from  other  causes,         .  10  10 


Total  deaths,   ....  13  252  265 


Wounded   in   action  (not  mor- 
tally),      25  533  558' 

.Captured  or  missing  in  action,  2  163  165 


The  total  enrolment  of  the  regiment  approximated  1,600. 

Respectfully, 

THOMAS  WARD, 
Acting  Adjutant  Ocnrrn!. 
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War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  7,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

SlE  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  in  reply 
to  furnish  the  following  information  obtained  from  the  records  of  this  office: 
Seventy-third  Penmylvania  Infantry. 
Mustered  in  September  19,   1861  ;  re-enlisted   January  1,  1864  ;  mustered 
out  July  14,  1865. 

Number  present  for  duty  June  30,  1863,  14  officers  and  318  men.  The  ef- 
fective strength  at  Gettysburg  is  not  of  record. 

Loss  in  the  battle.     Seven  men  killed  and  27  men  wounded. 
Losses  in  action  during  the  war.     Killed,  officers  3,  men  49  ;  wounded,  of- 
ficers 20,  men  350  ;    captured   or   missing,  officers   11,  men   160.     Aggregate 
number  of  death  casualties  :  killed  in  action  3  officers  and  49  men  ;  died  of 
wounds,  2  officers  and  47  men  ;  disease,  etc.,  114  men,  total  215. 

Principal  engagements  and  battles  :  Cross  Keys,  Va.,  Rappahannock  River, 
Va.,  Groveton,  Va.,  Bull  Run,  Va.  (second),  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  Wanhatchie,  Tenn.,  Missionary  Kidge,  Tenn.,  Rooky  Face  Ridge,  Ga., 
Resaca,  Ga.,  Kew  Hope  Church,  Ga.,  Pine  Knob,  Ga.,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Ga.,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Ga.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Savannah,  Ga.,  Durham  Station, 
N.  C.  (surrender). 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  7,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsbvrg,  Pa. : 

Sir  :     Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor,  in  reply, 
to  furnish  the  following  information  obtained  from  the  records  of  this  office. 

Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
Mustered  in  September  18,  1861  ;  mustered  out  July  13,  1865. 
Principal  engagements  and  battles  :  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Marye's  Heights,  Salem 
Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsyl- 
vania, North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens, 
Winchester  or  the  Opequon,  Dabney's  Mill,  Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher),  Peters- 
burg (assault),  Sailor's  Creek,  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender), 

At  the  Wilderness  and  at  Spotsylvania  only  a  small  detachment  of  the  regi- 
ment was  engaged. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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War  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  18,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepek,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ': 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  of  the  12th  inst. ,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  total  enrolment  of  the  Seventj'-third  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry approximated  1,260. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Department, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  17,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  Keferring  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  iu 
reply,  that  the  Seventy-fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  mustered  into  service 
in  July  and  August,  1861  ;  re-enlisted  in  January  and  February,  1864,  and  was 
mustered  out  August  39,  1865. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  17,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

SiE  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  in 
reply,  that  the  Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  organized  in  August 
and  September,  1863  ;  re-enlisted  in  January,  1864,  and  was  mustered  out 
September  1,  1865. 

This  regiment  is  credited  with  the  following  principal  engagements  :  Cross 
Keys,  Freeman's  Ford,  Groveton,  Bull  Run,  Chaneellorsville,  Gettysburg, 
Wauhatchie,  and  Chattanooga. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  27,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  20th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  oificial  records  the  following  information  relative  to  the  Seventy- 
fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  ; 


Officers. 

iVni. 

Total. 

2 

37 

39 

9 

129 

138 

4 

124 

128 

15 

290 

305 

Officers. 
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39 
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Total  loss  in  action. 

Killed, 

Wounded,        

Captured  or  missing,     .    . 

Aggregate, 

Total  deaths. 

Killed  in  action,         

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 

Of  disease, 

Other  causes, 

.Aggregate,        .  .    . 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,380. 

.Battles,  etc.,  Cross  Keys,  Freeman's  Ford,  Groveton,  Bull  Run'  (second), 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  John's  Island,  James  Island. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER. 
Ansislimi  Adjutant  General. 

War  DEi'AR'rMENT, 
Adjutant  General's  Opfice, 
Washington,  March  7,  1888. 
Major  August  Ledig,  248  North  Eighth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  nominal  list  of  casualties  of  the  Seventy-iifth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  shows  3  officers  and  16  men  killed,  5  officers 
and  84  men  wounded,  and  3  men  missing,  a  total  loss  of  111.  The  number  of 
men  actually  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record.  The  return  for  June  30, 
1863,  reports  19  officers  and  239  men  "  present  for  duty." 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  27,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :     As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  20th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  information  relative  to  the  Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, viz  : 
Total  loss  in  action. 

Killed,  ...  ... 

Wounded, 

Captured  or  missing,      .    .    . 

Aggregate,  .    ,    , 


Officers. 

Men. 

'Iota  I. 
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Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

Killed  in  action,      ... 

5 

2n 

42 

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 

1 

11 

12 

Of  disease,      .    .           .        . 

57 

57 

Drowned,       .           .... 

2 

50 

52 

Aggregate, 

8 

155 

163 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,230. 

Battles,  etc.,  Cross  Keys,   Freeman's  Ford,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second), 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wauhatchie,  Chattanooga  (or  Missionary  Kidge). 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Department, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
WASHlNGTO>f,  February  2,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pimlivrg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  10th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  t>  to  October  27,  1861. 
Ee-enlisted,  December  23,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  June  29,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     The  return  for  June  30,  reports  15  officers  and  175 
men  "for  duty."     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  ot  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 5  5 

"Wounded,     ......  5  44  49 

Captured  or  missing,     ....  8  8 


Aggregate,        ....  5  57  62 


As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  four  (4)  of  the  wounded  men  subsequently 
died  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds. 

Battles,  etc.,  Yorktowu,  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  Station,  White 
Oak  Swamp,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville, Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Run.  "Wilderness,  Spot- 
sylvania, North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry 
Plains.  Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station,  Petersburg  (Squirrel  Level  Road),  "White 
Oak  Road,  Sutherlands'  Station,  Amelia  Court  House,  Parmville  (or  Cumber- 
land Church),  Appomattox  Court-House. 

Casualties  in  action.  Officer.'^.  3Ten.  Total. 

Killed, 14  117  131 

"Wounded,        47  588  635 

Captured  or  missing,  .  3  190  193 


Aggregate, 64  895  959 
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Ueaths.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  iu  action, 14  117  1;51 

Of  wounds 3  70  73 

Ofdisease, ...              2  89  91 

Other     known     and     unknown 

causes, 10  10 

Aggregate 19  386  305 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,620. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General 

"War  Department. 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  November  23,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  22d  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  ot  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  September  18,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December  29,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  July  31,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Return  for  June  30,  reports  24  officers  and  296  men 
present  for  duty.     The  number  taken  into  action  is  not  of  record. 
Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Six  (6)  men  wounded. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 4  69  73 

Wounded 21  378  399 

Captured  or  missing,     .    .  52  ri2 

Aggregate,  .    .    .  25  499  524 

Total  deaths.  Officers.             3Ien.  Total. 

Killed  in  action,            .    .  4                    69  73 

Of  wounds  received  in  action,  1                    38  39 

Ofdisease,        ...  59  59 

Other  causes,    ....  3  2 

Aggregate,  .  5  168  173 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  3>30i). 

Battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern  Hill, 
Sharpsburg,  Williamsport,  Fredericksburg,  Franklin's  Crossing,  Marye's 
Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Funkstown,  Rappahannock  Station, 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness  (detachment  non-veterans  only  engaged),  Spotsvlvania 
(detachment  non-veterans  only  engaged),  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens,  Opequon,  Dabney's  Mill,  Petersburg  (Fort 
Fisher),    Petersburg  (assault).  Sailor's  Creek,  Appomattox  Court-House. 

Very  respectfuUv, 

SAMUEL  BRECK, 
Acting  Adjutant  General. 
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Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
WAiSHiNGTON,  June  20,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepee,  PMshurg,  Pa.. 

SiE  :  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following 
information  relative  to  the  Eighty-third.  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  September  13,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December  27,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  June  28,  1865. 

List  of  battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  Hanover  Court  House,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines' 
Jlill,  Malvern  Cliffs,  Malvern  Hill,  Bull  Eun  (second),  Antietam,  Shepherds- 
town  Ford,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Upperville  (otherwise  Middle- 
burg),  Gettysburg,  Jones'  Cross-Roads,  Wapping  Heights,  Rappahannock 
Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Be- 
thesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Spring 
Church  (otherwise  Peebles'  Farm),  Hatcher's  Run,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton 
Road,  Five  Forks,  and  Appomatox  Court-House  (surrender). 

Total  casualties  in  action.  Killed,  9  officers  and  187  men  ;  wounded,  31 
officers  and  565  men  (of  whom  3  officers  and  71  men  died  from  the  effects  of 
their  wounds),  and  captured  or  missing  5  officers  and  184  men. 

Deaths  during  the  war.  Killed  in  action,  9  officers  and  187  men  ;  of  wounds, 
2  officers  and  80  men  ;  of  disease,  2  officers  and  135  men  ;  accidentally  and  other 
causes,  15  men — 430. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Not  shown  by  records.  On  June  30, 1863,  the  regi- 
ment had  22  officers  and  286  men  ''  present  for  duty." 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Killed,  1  officer  and  9  men  ;  wounded,  3  officers  and 
42  men — 55. 

Total  enrolment  (approximately  estimated),  2,270. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutmit  General 

War  Department,  . 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  Novetnher  9,  1887. 
Mr.  Thomas  E.  Merchant,  625  Walmdstreei,Philadelphia  Pa.. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the 
following  transcript  from  the  official  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miltou  Opp, 
relative  to  the  services  of  the  Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  during 
the  battle  of  Getty.sburg  : 

"June  30,  was  detailed  to  guard  wagon  train.  Second  Division  Third  Corps. 
Reported  regiment  to  Captain  Johnston,  assistant  quartermaster  Second  Di- 
vision, at  the  train  at  Taneytown,  Md.     Picketed  the  roads  near  the  train. 

July  1,  moved  with  the  train  four  miles  on  the  road  to  Emmitsburg,  then 
returned  and  marched  all  night  with  train  to  Westminster,  Md.,  arriving  at 
7  a.  m.  on  the  2d,  25  miles  ;  July  2  to  4,  picketed  roads  near  the  wagon-parks." 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  10,  ISHH. 
Major  Samuei,  Harper,  Pitlshurg,  Pa. : 

Sib  :  lu  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  as  relates  to  the 
Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the 
records  of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  October  to  December,  1861. 

Re-enlisted,  January  1,  1864. 

It  was  mustered  out  in  December,  1864,  and  its  veterans  and  recruits  trans- 
ferred January  13,  1865,  to  the  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  (The  regiment  was  employed  in  guarding  trains 
and  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle). 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,  310. 

Casualties  in  action.  Offlci-is 

Killed,  ...  .  '4 

Wounded .  21 

Captured  or  missing,  9 

Aggregate,  .    . 

Deaths. 

Killed  in  action. 
Of  wounds,  ... 
Of  disease,    . 
Other  causes. 

Aggregate,    .  .    . 

Battles,  etc.,  Bath,  Hancock,  Kernstown,  Front  Royal,  Port  Republic,  Cedar 
Mountain,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Bull  Run  (second),  Fredericksburg,  Chaucellors- 
ville,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Toto- 
potomoy.  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Poplar 
Spring  Church,  Boydton  Road  or  Hatcher's  Run, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjuianf  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington    Octolier  9,  1888. 
Mr.  Thomas  E.  Mekc-hant,  625  Walnut  street,  Fhiladelphia,  Pci. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  engagement  to  which  you  refer  is  officially  known  both  as  Kernstown 
and  Winchester.  The  former  name  is  generally  used  to  distinguish  the  battle 
from  others  subsequently  fought  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Winchester.     But  for 
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monumental  inscription  purposes  there  seems  to  be  no  valid  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  "Winchester  instead  of  Kernstown  if  that  term  is  preferred  by  those 
concerned. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE. 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


"War  Depaetment, 
AD.TUTANT  General's  Office, 
Washington,  October  12,  1888. 
Official  copy  furnished  Major  Samuel  Harper,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board 
of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monuments,  in  compliance   with   his   request 
of  October  10,  1888. 

THOMAS  WARD, 
Assistant  .4djutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  18,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
the  following  information  relative  to  the  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
Mustered  in,  September,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  January,  1864, 
Mustered  out,  June  30,  1865. 

Number  present  at  Gettysburg.  Twenty-eight  officers  and  268  men  "for 
duty"  June  30,  1863. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.  Four  men  killed,  3  officers  and  52  men  wounded 
and  4  officers  and  47  men  captured  or  missing. 

Principal  engagements:  Cedar  Mountain,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Second  Bull 
Run,  Chantilly,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine 
Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton  Road, 
Five  Forks,  and  Appomatto.K  Court  House  (surrender). 

Total  loss  in  action.     Killed,  5  officers  and  60  men  ;  wounded,  30  officers  and 
374  men  (of  whom  2  officers  and  38  men  died  from  the  effect  of  their  wounds) ; 
captured  or  missing,  5  officers  and  164  men — 638. 
Total  number  of  deaths  from  all  cau.ses,  177. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate),  1,970. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  Gi  rieral. 
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War  Depaetmbnt, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  8,  1888. 
Major  Sajiuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  of  the  7th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  there  is  record  of  the  death  of  three  (3)  men  of  the  Eighty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  from  wounds  received  at  Gettysburg,  thus 
making  seven  (7)  as  its  loss  in  killed  and  mortally  wounded.  "While  there  is 
no  specific  mention  of  the  fact,  yet  a  liberal  construction  of  the  evidence  afforded 
by  the  official  records  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  regiment  is'entitled  to 
credit  for  "  Rappahannock  Station  "  in  August,  1862.  Laurel  Hill  was  an  in- 
cident of  Spotsylvania,  and  as  such  is  included  in  the  list  already  turnished 
you. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
"Washington,  March  26,  1888. 
Colonel  A.  J.  Sellers,  President  Surnivors'  Association,  Ninetieth  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers: 
SiE  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  21st  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  it  appears  from  the  records  of  this  office  that  the  loss  of  the  Ninetieth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  Gettysburg  was  1  officer  and  7  men  killed,  3  officers 
aud  43  men  wounded,  and  1  officer  and  39  men  captured  or  missing,  a  total  of 
93.     I  regret  to  say  that  there  is  no  regimental  report  of  the  part  borne  by  the 
Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  on  file  in  this  office. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  SCHWAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

"War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
"Washington,  April  9,  1888. 
Colonel  A.  J.  Sellers,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.,  relative  to  the  losses  of  the 
Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  I  have  the  honor 
to  say,  in  reply,  that  the  statement  embodied  in  the  communication  from  this 
office,  dated  the  26th  ultimo,  was  compiled  from  a  list  bearing  the  signature 
of  the  division  commander,  and  which  was  accepted  as  correct.  Upon  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  an  examination  of  other  records  bearing  upon 
the  subject  was  instituted,  the  result  of  which  may  be  stated  as  follows  : 
Total  killed,  9  ;  wounded,  46  ;  captured  or  missing,  39—94. 

James  Giddons,  whose  name  was  not  borne  on  the  original  nominal  list  is 
added  to  the  killed,  "Wilson  Miller,  likewise  omitted  from  said  list  is  now 
counted  among  the  wounded,  as  he  did  not  die  till  after  the  close  of  the  battle. 


9d0  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

The  names  of  Thomas  C.  Harrar  and  Wesley  Walters  appear  as  severely 
wounded  on  the  list  furnished  by  the  division  commander  and  were  so  counted. 
The  former  was  subsequently  reported  as  a  deserter  from  hospital,  and  the 
latter  seems  to  have  died  from  the  effect  of  his  wounds. 

In  brief,  the  loss  of  the  regiment  at  Gettysburg  may  be  thus  summarized: 
Killed  or  died  of  wounds,  11  ;  wounded  (not  mortally),  44  ;  captured  or  miss- 
ing, 39  ;   or  an  aggregate  of  94 . 

The  allowance  of  a  greater  loss  than  this  is  not  justified  by  the  records. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  10,  1888. 
Colonel  A.  .T.  SELLERS,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sir  :  Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  James  E.  Byram  was  not  an  officer  of  the  Ninetieth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers.  Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  letter  of  the  9th  inst. , 
from  this  office,  which  contains  all  the  information  relative  to  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg,  that  the  records  of  this 
office  afford.  The  return  for  June  30,  1863,  shows  24  officers  and  217  men 
"  present  for  duty  "  in  the  regiment.  The  number  actually  carried  into  action 
is  not  of  record. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  21,  1888. 
Major  Samukl  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  mustered  into  service  in 
February  and  March,  1862  ;  re-ealisted  February,  1864  ;  mustered  out,  No- 
vember 26,  1864.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  at  Gettysburg  was  9  men  killed, 
46  wounded  (two  of  tliem  mortally),  and  39  captured  or  missing. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Geneeai/s  Office, 
Washington  June.  20,  188H. 
Colonel  A.  J.  Sellers,  Philadelphia,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yonr  letter  oC  the  12th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  stale  that 
an  examination  of  the  records  based  upon  the  list  of  detailed  men  furnished  by 
you,  seems  to  justify  the  following  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  effective  strength 
of  the  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  on  July  1, 
1863. 

Number  present  for  duty  June  30,  1863,  officers  24,  raeu  217,  total  241. 


Estimated  deductions.                      Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Non-combatants  of  field  and  staff,         3 

3 

6 

Detailed      men    "mustered     as 

present,"     .                   ... 

17 

17 

Wagoners  and  musicians,    . 

10 
30 

10 

Total  deductions,  .                             3 

33 

Remaining  effective  force.  ,Tune  30,  21  187  208 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  14  of  the  soldiers  embraced  in  the  list  are  re- 
ported as  on  detached  service  at  brigade  and  division  headquarters,  ete.,  etc., 
and  cannot,  therefore,  he  deducted  from  the  number  borne  as  "present  for 
duty.''  Willialn  H.  Grouse,  added  to  Captain  Davis'  list,  is  accounted  for 
among  the  non-combatants  of  the  field  and  staff,  he  being  at  the  time  commis- 
sary sergeant  of  the  regiment.  Action  upon  your  later  communications  is  de- 
ferred until  the  testimony  referred  to  thereon  is  received.  It  is,  however, 
thought  that  the  foregoing  conclusion  is  as  near  the  real  strength  of  the  regi- 
ment as  it  is  possible  to  obtain. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GEEENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  22,  1888. 

Colonel  A.  J.  Sellers,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  21st  inst.,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  in  connection  with  the  letter  of  the  20th  inst.,  from  this  office,  that 
according  to  the  best  information  afforded  by  the  official  records,  the  effective 
strength  of  the  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  21  of- 
ficers and  187  men,  or  a  total  of  208. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

0.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  30,  1888. 
Major  SAM0EL  Habpeb,  PUtsiurg,  Fa.  . 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  as  relates  to  the 
Ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  rec- 
ords of  this  oflfiee  the  following  information,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  September  9  to  December  4,  1861. 

Ee-enlisted,  December  26,  1863. 

Mustered  out,  July  10,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  According  to  return  for  June  30,  there  was  20  of- 
ficers and  338  men  present  for  duty.  The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of 
record. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.  Killed,  3  meu  ;  wounded,  3  ofScers  and  14men— 
19.     One  of  the  wounded  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  his  wounds. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  2,100. 


Casualties  in  action. 

Officers. 

JKem. 

Total. 

Killed, 

2 

53 

65 

Wounded, 

.    .            20 

331 
69 

Men. 

341 

Captured  or  missing, 

Officers. 

69 

Aggregate, 

465 

Deaths. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action,         .    .    . 

.    .              2 

53 

55 

Of  wounds 

4 

49 

53 

Of  disease,    . 

.    .             2 

68 

70 

Other  causes,   .           .    . 

■ 

16 

16 

Aggregate, 

•   • 

194 

Battles,  etc.,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Eappahannock 
Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy 
Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Spring 
Church  (Peebles'  Farm),  Hatcher's  Run,  Dabney's  Jlill,  Boydton  Plank  Road, 
Five  Forks,  and  Appomattox  Court  Honse. 

The  regiment  reached  the  battlefield  of  Aiitietam  on  the  morning  of  Sep- 
tember 18. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  Genei-al. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  31,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa..' 

Sir:  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  as  relates  to  the 
Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the 
records  of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz 
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Mustered  iu,  September  and  October,  1861. 
Ke-enlistcd,  January  1,  1864. 
Mustered  out,  June  27,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     The  return  for  June  30,  reports  .3,3  officers  and  237 
men  present  for  dutj'. 

The  effective  force  is  not  of  record. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.     One  officer  and  9  men  (1  mortally^  wounded — 10. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,950. 

Casualtie.s  in  action. 
Killed,  ... 

Wounded, 

Captured  or  missing,    , .    ,.  . 


Aggregate,   . 

Deaths. 

Killed  in  action, 
Of  wounds, 
Of  disease,   .    . 
Other  causes,  . 

Aggregate,   . 


Offieen. 

Men. 

Total. 

6 

84 

90 

29 

537 

566 

3 

44 

47 

Men. 

703 

Officers. 

Total. 

6 

84 

90 

5 

56 

61 

1 

97 

98 

6 

6 

255 

Battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Eappahannock 
Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness.  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens,  Charlestown,  Opequon,  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar 
Creek,  Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher),  Petersburg  (assault).  Sailor's  Creek,  and  Ap- 
pomattox Court  House. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Acting  Adjutant  General. 


War  Depaktment, 
Adjutant  Gexeeal's  Office, 
WASHINGT03SI,  April  7,  ]  888. 
Major  Samuel  Haeper,  Pittslmrg,  Pa.: 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  12th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  mustered  into  service  in 
August.  September  and  October,  1861  ;  re-enlisted  December  27,  1863,  and  was 
mustered  out  July  17,  1865. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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War  Dbpaktment, 
Adjutant  Genebal's  Office, 
Washington,  December  4,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  NlCHOl^sON,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
SlE  :     In  accordance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the 
records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the  Ninety-fifth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  ; 

Mustered  in,  August  to  October,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December  27,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  July  17,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Present  for  duty  June  30,  20  officers  and  A'.iS  men. 
The  number  taken  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     One  (1)  man  killed  and  1  mau  wounded. 


Total  loss  in  action. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed, 

g 

109 

118 

Wounded, 

20 

410 

430 

Captured  or  missing. 

76 

76 

Aggregate, 

29 

595 

624 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

9 

109 

118 

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 

2 

63 

65 

Of  disease, 

70 

70 

Other  causes. 

5 

5 

Aggregate, 

11 

247 

258 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  2,000. 

Battles,  etc..  West  Point,  Gaines'  Mill,  Seven  Days  Battles,  Crampton's  Gap, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Franklin's  Crossing,  Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights, 
Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens,  Summit 
Point,  Opequon,  Fisher's  Hill,  New  Market,  Cedar  Creek,  Dabney's  Mill, 
Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher),  Petersburg  (assault).  Sailor's  Creek,  Appomattox 
Court  House. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
WASHiNGTOJSr,  November   25,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  of  the  22d  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  official  records  the  following  statement  relative  to  the  Ninety- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz : 
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Mustered  in,  September  23,  1861. 

Mustered  out,  October  27,  1864,  by  consolidation  with  the  Ninety-lifth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Present  for  duty  June  30,  28  ofBcers  and  328  men. 
Loss  at  Gettysburg.     One  (1)  man  wounded. 

Total  loss  in  action.                           Officers.  Hen.  Total. 

Killed,  ....                                           4  93  97 

Wounded,     .        .  .                    15  Siil  366 

Captured  or  missing,  62  62 


Aggregate,        .    . 

19 

506 

525 

Total  deaths. 

Offlcen. 

Men. 

Total 

Killed  in  action,     .            .    . 

4 

93 

97 

Of  wounds  received  in  action. 

2 

32 

34 

Ol  disease, 

1 

92 

93 

Other  causes,    .    . 

2 

2 

Aggregate,  .    .  7  219  226 


Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,150. 

Battles,  etc.,  "West  Point,  Gaines'  Mill,  Seven  Days  Battles,  Crampton's  Gap, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  Mine  Eun,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Toto- 
potomoy.  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens,  Summit  Point,  Opequon, 
Fisher's  Hill,  New  Market,  Cedar  Creek. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Wab  Departmbnt, 
Adjttakt  Genebai^'s  Office, 
Washington,  April  7,  1888. 
Major  S.4.MUEL  H.vrper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

SiK  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  12th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  list  of  the  principal  en- 
gagements and  battles  in  which  the  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  bore 
a  part,  viz  : 

Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Malvern  Hill,  Fredericksburg,  Marye's  Heights, 
Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort 
Stevens,  Winchester  or  the  Opequon,  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Petersburg 
(assault),  Sailor's  Creek,  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender). 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM,  . 
Adjutant  Genera/. 
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Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  4,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissionen  : 

Sir  :  A-greeably  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  rec- 
ords of  this  office  the  following  statement  relative  to  the  Ninety-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  to  October,  1861. 
Ee-enlisted,  December  25,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  June  29,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Present  for  duty  June  30,  29  officers  and  377  men. 
Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Two  (2)  officers  and  11  men  wounded.     Of  the  latter 
one  (1)  died  from  the  effect  of  his  wound. 


Total  loss  in  action. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed,  .               

6 

76 

82 

"Wounded,     .    .   . 

29 

339 

358 

Captured  or  missing, 

54 

54 

Aggregate,                   .   . 

35 

459 

494 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

6 

76 

.    82 

Qf  wounds  received  in  action. 

3 

34 

37 

Of  disease,        

1 

68 

69 

Other  causes, 

4 

4 

Aggregate, 

10 

182 

192 



Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,400. 

Battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Malvern  Hill,  Fredericksburg, 
Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine 
Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg  Port  Stevens,  Opequon,  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Petersburg 
(Fort  Fisher),  Petersburg  (assault),  Sailor's  Creek,  Appomattox  Court  House. 

Very  respectfully; 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  21,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  mustered  in  from  July 
26,  1861,  to  January  18,  1862  ;  re-enlisted  January,  1864  ;  mustered  out  July 
1,  1865.  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjvtant  General. 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

1 

17 

18 

4 

77 

81 

11 

11 
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War  Djsi-aktment, 
Adjutant  General's  OifFicE, 
Washington,  March  13,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  PiUshurg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  statement  pertain- 
ing to  the  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  has  this  day  been  furnished 
to  Colonel  W.  M.  Worrell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Gettysburg  Monu- 
ments, viz  : 

Mustered  in,  July  26,  1861,  to  January  18,  1862. 

Re-enlisted,  January,  1864. 

Mustered  out,  July  1,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Present  for  duty  June  30,  1863,  31  officers  and  318 
men.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg. 

Killed , 

Wounded,        

Captured  or  missing. 

Aggregate,    ...  5  105  110 

Seven  of  the  wounded  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their  svouids. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed 1  69  76 

Wounded 29  383  412 

Captured  or  missing, 2  153  155 

Aggregate j58  605  643 

Total  deaths.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 7  69  76 

Of  wounds, 2  46  48 

Of  disease,            ....              1  107  108 
Other    known     and     unknown 

causes, ^  ^ 

Aggregate, 10  2^1  241 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  2,140. 

Battles,  etc..  Bull  Run  (second),  Chantilly,  White's  Ford,  Fredeiicksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wapping  Heights,  Auburn,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine 
Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Poplar  Spring  Church,  Boydton 
Plank  Road,  Hatcher's  Run,  Petersburg  (Watkins  House),  Amelia  Springs, 
Appomattox  Court  House. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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War  Depabtment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  21,  1888 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa. . 

Sib  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  information. 

The  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  mustered  in  August, 
3861  ;  re-enlisted  December,  1863  ;  mustered  out  June  28,  1865. 

The  principal  engagements,  etc.,  in  which  the  regiment  bore  a  part  are  as 
follows  : 

Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Eappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilder- 
ness, Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort 
Stevens,  Charlestown,  Opequon,  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Petersburg  (as- 
sault). Sailor's  Creek,  and  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender). 

Its  lo.sses  in  action  aggregated  7  oificers  and  115  men  killed,  26  officers  and 
572  men  wounded  (of  whom  3  officers  and  54  men  died  from  the  effect  of  their 
wounds),  and  5  officers  and  131  men  captured  or  missing— 856. 
The  whole  number  of  deaths  irom  all  causes  was  11  officers  and  256  men 
The  total  enrolment  is  estimated  at  3,100. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


War  Depabtment, 
Adjutant  Geneeal's  Office, 
Wa-shingtox,  July  11,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

SiK  :  Referring  to  the  letter  of  May  21,  1888,  from  this  office,  relative  to  the 
One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  will  thank  you  to  insert  in 
the  list  of  battles  of  that  regiment  the  name  of  Marye's  Heights. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office. 

Washingtos,  April  7,  1888. 
Major  Samitei.  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa. . 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  recjuest  of  the  12th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  the  following  information  relative  to  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  viz  : 

Mustered  in  August,  September  and  October,  1861  :  re-enlisted  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  and  January  and  February,  1864  ;  mustered  out  July  11,  1865. 
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According  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Calvin  A.  Craig,  the  number  carried  into 
action  at  Gettysburg  was  17  officers  and  257  men.  The  loss  sustained  in  the 
battle  was  1  officer  and  7  men  killed  ;  14  officers  and  101  men  wounded  (of 
whom  1  officer  and  6  men  are  subsequently  reported  as  having  died  from  the 
effect  of  their  wounds),  and  9  men  captured  or  missing,  a  total  of  132. 

The  total  loss  in  battle  was  12  officers  and  148  men  killed  ;  54  officers  and 
635  men  wounded  (of  whom  2  officers  and  66  men  died  of  wounds),  and  4  of- 
ficers and  317  men  captured  or  missing — 1,070. 

The  number  of  reported  deaths  from  all  causes  aggregate  14  officers  and  351 
men — 365. 

List  of  principal  engagements  and  battles  : 

YorktowB,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Oak  Grove  or  the  Orchard,  Glendale, 
Malvern  Hill,  Kettle  Run  or  Bristoe  Station,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second), 
Chantilly,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Kelly's 
Ford,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold 
Harbor,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Poplar  Spring  Church,  Boydton 
Road, Hatcher's  Run,  Amelia  Springs,  and  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender). 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Acting  Arljulanl  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  Genebal'.s  Office, 
Washington,  May  18,  1888. 
Major  SamueIj  Hakpek.  Pitisbuig.  Pn.  : 

SlE  :  Referring  to  the  letter  from  this  office  of  the  7th  ultimo,  I  have  tlie 
honor  to  inform  you  that  "  Petersburg  "  should  he  added  to  the  list  of  battles 
in  which  the  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  bore  a  part. 
Chronologically  it  should  be  inserted  between  "  Cold  Harbor  "  and  "Straw- 
berry Plains. ' ' 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Waij  Depaktment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  February  5,  1889. 
Major  SAMUEL  Harper,  Pittsburg.  Pa.  . 

Sir  :     Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  17th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  14  to  October  31,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December  29,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  June  30,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     The  return  for  June  30,  reports  27  officers  and  308 
men  "  for  duty."     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 
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Losses  at  Gettysburg. 

Killed, 

Wounded, 
Captured  or  missing, 

Aggregate, 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

1 

8 

9 

9 

45 

54 

1 

1 

10 

54 

64 

As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  one  officer  and  two  men  subsequently  died 
from  the  efteot  of  their  wounds. 

Battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  Station,  Glen- 
dale,  Malvern  Hill,  Flint  Hill.  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville 
(or  Banks'  Ford),  Haymarket,  Gettysburg,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Eun,  Wilder- 
ness, Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station,  Boydton  Plank  Road, 
Hatcher's  -Run  (February  6  and  7,  1865),  Hatcher's  Eun  (March  25,  1865), 
Dabney's  Mill,  Appomattox  Court  House. 


Casualties  in  action. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed, 

6 

74 

80 

Wounded, 

27 

389 

416 

Captured  or  missing,     .    . 

5 

152 

1.57 

Aggregate,    ...     •  .    .    . 

38 

615 

653 

Deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

Killed  in  action,                .    .    . 

6 

74 

80 

Of  wounds,                         .    .    . 

3 

16 

19 

Of  disease 

1 

80 

81 

Other    known    and    unknown 

causes,  ...           .        . 

14 

14 

Aggregate,      ... 

10 

184 

194 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,020. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Genekal's  Offigk, 
Washington,  August  28,  1888. 
Major  Samuki,  H.vkpek,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

SiK  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult. ,  as  relates  to  the  One 
hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from 
the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  said  reo-i- 
raent,  viz  i 

Mustered  in,  February  and  March,  1862. 

Re-enlisted,  February  and  March.  1864. 

Mustered  out,  July  13,  1865. 

Strength  at- Gettysburg.     Twenty -five  officers  and  230  men 


729 

. 

Officer.-i. 

Men. 

Total. 

1 

66 

67 

1 

39 

40 

o 

132 

135 

7 

7 
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Casualties  at  Gettysburg.     Killed  11  men  ;  wounded  8  officers  and  48  men 
(of  whom  there  is  evidence  that  5  men  subsequently  died  from  the   ef?ect  of 
their  wounds)  ;  and  captured  or  missing,  6  officers  and  92  men— 165. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,500. 

Casualties  in  action.  Officers.  Mm.  Total. 

Killed, X  66  G7 

Wounded, 18  290  308 

Captured  or  missing,     .    .  16  338       -        354 

Aggregate 

Deaths. 

Killed  in  action. 

Of  wounds,   . 

Of  disease,     . 

Other  causes,        

Aggregate,  .  249 

Battles,  etc.,  Cedar  Mountain,  Rappahannock  Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
Bull  Run  (second),  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Chaucellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness  (small  detachment  non- 
veterans  engaged),  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Eethesda  Church, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton  Road  (or 
Gravelly  Run),  Five  Forks,  and  Appomattox  Court  House. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Wab  Department, 
Adjutant  Gexekal's  Oi'Tice, 
Washington,  April  4,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Hakper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  as  relates  to  the 
One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantr J,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  December,  1861— March,  1862. 
Re-enlisted,  January,  1864. 

Jlustered  out,  March  31,  1865,  by  consolidation  with  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,055. 

Battles,  etc..  Harper's  Ferry,  Cedar  Mountain,  Chaucellorsville,  Gettysburg, 
Wauhatchie,  Eesaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Pine  Knob,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  the  Savannah  campaign,  and  campaign  of  the  Carolinas. 
Casualties  in  action.  ,  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 2  45  47 

Wounded, 12  180  192 

Captured  or  missing,  .        .  3  42  45 


Aggregate, 284 


2 

45 

47 

1 

17 

18 

52 

52 

6 

6 
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Deaths.  Offieen.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

Of  wonnds,  .        .    . 

Of  disease, 

Other  causes, 

Aggregate,  .  .  123 

Number  engaged  at  Gettysburg.     Seven  ofiBcers  and  143  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Killed,  3  men  ;  wounded,'  6  men  ;  captured  or  miss- 

ir^,  1  man — 10. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

,r.  C.  KELTON, 
Acting  Adjutant  General. 

Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
WASHliVGTON,  June  21,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  13th  inst.,  I  have   the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  October  24,  1861. 
Ee-enlisted,  January  4,  1864. 
Mustered  out,  June  28,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Sixteen  officers  and  136  men. 
Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Killed  8  men  ;  wounded,  6  officers  and  39  men — 53. 
List  of  battles,  etc.,  Hancock,  Kernstown,  Front  Royal,  Port  Republic,  Cedar 
Mountain,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Bull  Run  (second),  Fredericksburg,  Chancelloi-s- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep 
Bottom,  Poplar  Spring  Church,   Boydton  Road,   Hatcher's  Run,   Petersburg 
(Watkins'  House),  Amelia  Springs,  and  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender). 
Losses  in  action.  Oncers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed,  ....  4  70  74 

Wounded,     .  26  311  337 

Captured  or  missing,      ...  2  115  117 


528 
Ijeaths  during  the  war.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 


Killed  in  action,             ...              4 
Of  wounds,                                 .              3 
Of  disease,                       .... 
Accidental,  etc.,             .    . 

70 
36 

71 

8 

.lUt, 

R. 

Adj'. 

C. 

uta 

74 

39 

71 

8 

7 

185 
serv: 

192 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,475. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient 

DRUM, 

nt  General. 
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War  Department, 
Ad.iui'ant  General's  Oekich, 
Washington,  July  9,  J88H. 
Dr.  J.  C.  M.  Hamilton,  Smmd  Floor  Opera  Building,  Tyrone,  Pa. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yoni-  inquiry  of  the  6th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  records  of  this  oflace  show  the  losses  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  to  have  been  as  follows  ■ 

Officcrn.  Men.  Total. 

Killed,  ...  88 

Wounded,         .  6  S9  4.'> 


Total,     .    .  53 

It  further  appears  that  8  of  the  wounded   men  subsequently  died   from  the 
effect  of  their  wounds. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  Gknebal's  Office, 
Washington,  May  22,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepee,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ■ 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  November,  1861 — January,  1869. 

Ee-enlisted,  December,  1863— January,  1864. 

Mustered  out,  July  19,  1865. 

The  present  for  duty  on  June  30,  1863,  was  20  officers  and  239  men.  Neither 
the  number  of  these  available  for  line  of  battle  nor  the  number  carried  into 
notion  at  Gettysburg,  are  shown  by  the  records. 

Loss  in  the  battle.     Five  men  killed  and  1  officer  and  16  men  wounded. 

Principal  engagements,  etc.,  Cedar  Mountain.  Antietam,  Chancellorsvillc, 
Gettysburg,  Wauhatchie,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold  or 
Taylor's  Ridge,  Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Pine  Knob,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Savannah,  and  Durham  Station  '^surrender). 

In  the  foregoing  and  other  minor  combats,  the  loss  of  the  regiment  was  7  of- 
ficers and  78  men  killed,  25  officers  and  344  men  wounded  (59  of  the  latter 
dying  from  the  effect  of  their  wounds),  and  5  officers  and  65  men  captured  or 
missing. 

The  total  enrolment  is  estimated  at  1,850. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  314. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  Oeneral. 
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War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  14,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  PHisburff,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
iust.,  relative  to  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  and  to  say,  in  reply,  that  without  regard  to  any  previous 
reports  upon  the  subject,  the  following  statement,  compiled  from  the  best  in- 
formation afforded  by  the  official  records,  may  be  accepted  as  conclusive,  viz  : 


Killed  in  action, 

Offi':ers. 
7 

Men. 

78 

Total. 
85 

Of  wounds, 

59 

59 

Of  disease, 

Accidental  and  other  causes,    . 

4 

157 
9 

161 
9 

Total,         11  303  314 


This  includes  the  deaths  in  Confederate  prisons. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Acting  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  6,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  NICHOLSON,  Secretary  Fennsylcania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  22d  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  August  and  September,  1862,  with  the  exception  of  Company 
A.  which  was  organized  August  17,  1861,  as  an  independent  company. 
Mustered  out,  May  29,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Return  for  June  30,  reports  12  officers  and  300  men 
present  for  duty.     The  number  taken  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 9  9 

Wounded,            ....  1  85  86 

Captui-ed  or  missing 3  57  60 


Aggregate, 


Four  (4)  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their  wounds. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,100. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers. 

Killed,  5 

Wounded,         .  ....  16 

Captured  or  missing,     .    .  4 


Aggregate,    .    .    . 


151 

155 

f  their  wounds 

2I(n. 

Total. 

48 

53 

261 

277 

122 

126 

431 

456 
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Total  deaths. 

Killed, 

Of  wounds  received  in 
Of  disease,           .    .   .    , 

action. 

Officers. 
5 
1 
1 

Men. 

48 

20 

30 

5 

Total. 
53 
21 
31 

Other  causes,  .    .   . 

•    • 

5 

Aggregate,  . 

7 

103 

110 

Battles,  etc.  (including  those  of  Company  A,  prior  to  organization  of  regi- 
ment), Middletown,  Cedar  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Wapping  Heights,  Auburu,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine  Run, 
Wilderness,  Guiney's  Station,  and  Petersburg. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
"Washington  April  7,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepfr,  Pittslmrg,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
the  foUovfing  list  of  the  principal  engagements  and  battles  accredited  to  the 
One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  :  Malvern  Hill  (second), 
Kettle  Run,  Grovetou,  Bull  Run  (second),  Chantilly,  Fredericksburg,  Chancel- 
lorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  To- 
topotoraoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  7,  1888. 
Major  Sajiuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

Sib:  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  "  present  for  duty  "  in  the  One  hundred  and 
fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  on  June  30,  1863,  is  reported  as  14  officers  and 
168  men.     The  number  carried  into  action  at  Gettysburg  is  not  shown  by  the 

records. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


976  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  25,  1888. 
Mr.  Edmund  Randall,  Secretary  Survivors'  Association,  One  hundred  and  six- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  528  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 
Sir  :    As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  insfe,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  list  of  the  principal  battles,  etc.,  in  which  the  One  hundred 
and  sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  bore  a  part  during  the  late  war,  viz  : 

Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Mine  Run, 
Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station,  Rowanfcy  Creek,  South  Side 
Railroad,  Farmville,  and  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender). 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  0.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  10,  1886. 
Mr.  Edmund  Randall,  528  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  letter  of  May  25  last,  Irom  this  ofSce,' furnishing  a 
list  of  the  principal  battles,  etc.,  in  which  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry  bore  a  part,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will 
add  thereto  the  name  of  Auburn.  It  should  be  inserted  between  Gettysburg 
and  Bristoe  Station. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  4,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from   the  rec- 
ords of  this  oifice  the  following  .statement  relative  to  the   One  hundred  and 
sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  June  to  September,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  July  14,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     About  66  officers  and  men. 

Loss  at  Gettysburg.  Two  (2)  men  killed,  11  men  wounded  and  1  officer  an^ 
8  men  captured  or  missing.  One  man  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  his 
wound. 

Total  loss  in  action. 
Killed,      . 

Wounded 

Captured  or  missing, 


Aggregate,    .   . 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

e 

78 

84 

23 

307 

330 

5 

106 

111 

34 

491 

525 

Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  977 


Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

Killed  iu  action, 

6 
1 

78 
56 

84 

Of  wounds  received  iu 

action, 

57 

Of  disease,    .... 

... 

2 

79 

81 

Other  causes,    .    ,    .    . 

7 

7 

Aggregate, 9  220  229 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,660. 

Battles,  etc.,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Bristoe 
Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station, 
Hatcher's  Run  (or  Rowanty  Creek),  South  Side  Railroad,  Parmville,  Ap- 
pomattox Court  House. 

Very  respectfully, 

c.  mckeevp:r, 

Asmiant  Adjutant  General. 


"War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  26,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  FitUburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  statement  relative  to  the  services  of  the   One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  June  1,  1865. 
Present  at  Gettysburg.     Number  not  of  record.. 
The  "  present  for  duty  "  June  30,  was  28  officers  and  304  men — 332. 
Ca-sualties  in  the  battle.     Killed,  1  ofacer  and  2  men  ;  wounded,  3  officers 
and  16  men  ;  captured  or  missing,  3  men— 25. 

Principal  engagements,  etc.,  Antietam,  Shepherdstown,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Upperville,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run, 
Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Spring  Church  (Peebles'  Farm), 
Hatcher's  Run,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton  Plank  Road,  Five  Forks,  and  Appo- 
mattox Court  House  (surrender). 

In  the  foregoing  and  other  minor  combats  the  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  6 
officers  and  98  men  killed,  20  officers  and  342  men  wounded  (including  2  of- 
ficers and  30  men  mortally  wounded)  and  5  officers  and  285  men  captured  or 
missing,  a  total  of  756. 

Deaths  from  all  causes,  250. 

Very  respectfully, 
'  Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjidant  General. 


6-2 


978  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

WAE  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  12,  1888. 
Major  Samitkl  IIarpee,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inioriu 
you  that  the  total  enrolment  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry  was  about  1,500. 

«  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DEUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  12,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg.  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  9tli  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  so  far  as  shown  by  the  records  (which  are  very  deiective)  the  number 
of  deaths  in  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-third  Pennsylvania  from  wounds 
received  at  Gettysburg  was  18  men.  Its  loss  from  this  cause  may  have  been 
greater,  but  the  muster  out  of  the  regiment  so  soon  alter  the  battle  and  before 
the  final  record  of  all  its  soldiers  could  be  ascertained,  prevents  a  full  and 
satisfactory  enumeration  of  its  mortally  wounded.  As  the  records  stand  the 
killed  and  mortally  wounded  aggregate  1  officer  and  40  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  Geiicrnl. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  13,  1888. 
Major  S.VMUBL  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst..  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  was  mustered  in  in 
August,  ]8!j2,  and  mustered  out,  June  24,  1865. 

Very  resnectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  G.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  ,Tuly  9,  1885. 
Mr.  John  RoiKiURS,  416  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  6th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  follows  : 
Company  A,  August  15,  1862  ;  Company  B,  August  36.  1863  ;  Field  and  Staff 
and  Companies  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I  and  K,  September  1 ,  1862. 
The  entire  command  was  mustered  out  June  19.  1865. 
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_The  number  of  offi  ers  and  men  of  this  regiment  who  were  killed  in  action 
or  died  of  wounds  received  in  action  during  its  term  of  service  as  shown  by 
the  official  records  was  136.  The  number  not  fatally  wounded  is  estimated  at 
about  300.     An  exact  calculation  of  this  class  of  casualties  is  impracticable. 

Very  respectfnlly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjulant  General. 

War  Depaktmknt, 
Adjutant  Gbnbkai.'s  Offii;e, 
Washington,  March  16,  1888. 
Mr.  John  Rodgees,  Boom  388,  Bullitt  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 

Sib  :  As  requested -in  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
the  following  information  relative  to  the  services  of  the  One  hundred  and 
nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  during  the  late  war. 

1st.  Mustered  in,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  15  to  September  1,  1862. 

2d.  Mustered  out,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  19,  1865. 

3d.  Principal  engagements  :  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Marye's  Heights,  Va., 
Salem  Heights,  Va.,  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Rappahannock  Station,  Va.,  Mine  Rud, 
Va.,  "Wilderness,  Va.,  Spotsylvania,  Va.,  North  Anna,  Va.,  Totopotomoy- Va., 
Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  Petersburg,  Va.,  Fort  Stevens,  D.  C,  AVinohester  or  the 
Opequon,  Va.,  Dabney's  Mill,  Va.,  Petersburg,  or  Fort  Fisher,  Va.,  Petersburg 
(assault).  Sailor's  Creek,  Va.,  Appomattox  Court  House  (surrender). 

4th.  Owing  to  the  imperfect  condition  of  the  regimental  records  it  is  not 
practicable  to  determine  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  aggregate  number  of 
officers  and  men  borne  upon  the  rolls  from  date  of  muster  in  to  that  of  muster 
out.  The  losses  in  action  as  far  as  shown  by  the  records  amounted  to  7  officers 
and  70  men  killed,  14  officers  and  346  men  wounded  (of  which  2  officers  and 
57  men  died  from  the  effect  of  their  wounds)  and  75  men  captured  or  miss- 
ing— a  total  of  512. 

5th.  The  strength  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  is  not  of  rec- 
ord. The  return  for  June  30,  1863,  shows  25  officers  and  441  men  "])resent 
for  duty. ' ' 

6th.  Brigadier  General  David  A.  Russell,  the  brigade  commander,  says  in 
his  official  report  that  ''this  brigade  reached  Gettysburg  on  the  evening  of 
July  2.  On  July  3.  early  in  the  morniug  it  was  put  in  position  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  our  line  of  battle,  and  there  held  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when  it  was  brought  up  to  aid  in  opposing  an  anticipated  attack  on  the  center 

of  our  line." 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 

Adjulaiil  General. 

War  Dbpabtment, 
AD.itJTANT  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  7,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  12th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  list  of  the  principal  engagements  and  battles  in  ^vhich  the 
One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  bore  a  part,,  viz  : 
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Fredericksburg,  Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Eappahannock 
Station,  Mine  Eun,  "Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens,  "Winchester  or  the  Opequon,  Dabney's 
Mill,  Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher),  Petersburg  (assault).  Sailor's  Creek,  Appomat- 
tox Court  House  (surrender). 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DEUM, 
Adjutant  General, 

"Wae  Depaktment, 
Adjutant  Gbnbbal's  Office, 
"Washington,  May  23,  1888. 
Major  Samftel  Haepee,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

SiE  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish the  following  statement  relative  to  the  One  hundred  and  iwenty-flrst 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz : 
Mustered  in,  August-September,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  June  2,  1865. 

Present  at  G-ettysburg.  Eeturu  for  June  30,  1863,  shows  11  officers  and  295 
men-"present  for  duty."     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  stated. 

Casualties  in  the  battle.  Killed  12  men  ;  wounded  5  officers  and  101  men 
(eight  of  the  latter  mortally),  and  one  (1)  officer  and  60  men  captured  or 
missing,  a  total  loss  of  179. 

Principal  engagements,  etc. ,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg, 
Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  "Weldon  Eailroad,  Poplar  Spring  Church  or  Peebles'  Farm, 
Dabney's  Mill  or  Hatcher's  Eun,  Boydton  Eoad,  Five  Forks,  and  Appomattox 
Court  House  (surrender). 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DEUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Depaetmbnt, 
Adjutant  Geneeal's  Office. 
"Washington,  December  18,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sie:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  20th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  official  records  the  following  information  relative  to  the  One  hundred 
and  twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Twelve  (13)  men  killed  ;  6  officers  and  101  men 
wounded  ;  1  officer  and  60  men  captured  or  missing — 179.  Eight  (8)  men 
.subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their  wounds. 


Total  loss  in  action. 

Officerx. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed,                 .   . 

3 

59 

62 

"Wounded, 

14 

299 

313 

Captured  or  missing, 

9 

112 

121 

Aggregate,    .... 

.    .            26 

470 

496 
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Total  deaths. 

Killed  in  action,            .... 

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 

Of  disease, 

Other  causes, 

Officers. 
3 
1 
3 

Men. 

.59 

45 

62 

] 

Total. 

62 

46 

64 

1 

Aggregate 

6 

167 

173 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate},  900. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  24,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harpee,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  in 
reply,  that  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  mus- 
tered into  service  September  1,  1862,  and  mustered  out  June  31,  1865.  The 
number  present  at  Gettysburg  is  not  shown  by  the  records.  The  strength 
"for  duty  "  on  June  30,  1863,  was  28  officers  and  483  men. 

The  casualties  in  the  battle  were  1  man  killed,  and  3  officers  and  16  men 
wounded  (including  1  officer  and  2  men  who  subsequently  died  from  the  effect 
of  their  woonds). 

The  principal  engagements,  etc.,  in  which  it  bore  a  part  are  as  follows 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Eap- 
pahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Toto- 
potomoy,  CJold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens,  Opequon,  Fisher's  Hill, 
Cedar  Creek,  Petersburg  (assault),  Sailor's  Creek  and  Appomattox  Court 
House  (surrender). 

The  losses  in  the  foregoing  and  other  minor  combats,  aggregated  6  officers 
and  77  men  killed,  40  officers  and  488  men  wounded  (including  4  officers  and 
64  men  mortally  wounded),  and  1  officer  and  54  men  captured  or  missing — 666. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  15  officers  and  220  men 

Number  enrolled  (approximate  estimate),  1,070. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  Genbbal's  Office, 
Washington,  May  29,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haeper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  25th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  the  omission  of  Petersburg  or  Fort  Fisher,  from  the  list  ol' 
battles  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania,  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  official  reports  and  returns  do  not  specify  the  exact  locality  of  the  en- 
gagement of  March  25,  1865,  so  far  at  least  as  relates  to  the  regiments  compos- 
ing the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 

The  casualties  sustained  by  your  regiment  on  that  day  are  reported  as  oc- 
curring "in  front  of  Petersburg." 
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There  was  more  or  less  fighting  along  the  whole  front  of  the  army  (mainly 
at  Fort  Stedman),  and  in  the  preparation  of  the  list  referred  to,  the  absence 
of  precise  data  rendered  it  impossible  to  give  a  definite  designation  to  the 
particular  action  in  which  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  suffered  a  loss  of 
18  killed  and  wounded.  It  is  also  inferable  that  the  other  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade  (Ninety-third,  Ninety-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  second) 
should  likewise  be  credited  with  the  same  action,  and  it  is  suggested  that  yon 
add  it  to  the  lists  of  the  Ninety-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  second  already 
furnished.     The  record  of  the  Ninety-third  has  not  yet  been  called  for. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  Gi'tieral. 

Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Offick, 
Washington,  August  24,  1888. 
Major  Saiiuel  Hakpee,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

S IE  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult. ,  as  relates  to  the  One 
hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from 
the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  said  regiment,  viz: 
Mustered  in,  August  and  September,  1869. 
Mustered  out,  May  31,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  The  return  for  June  30,  shows  29  officers  and  561 
men  present  for  duty.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  reported . 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.     Killed,  .S   officers  and   34  men  ;  wounded,  8  of- 
ficers and  136  men  ;  captured  or  missing,  3  oflScers  and   57   men — 241.     There 
is  evidence  of  the  death  of  16  of  the  wounded  men. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,146. 
Casualties  in  action.  Officers. 

Killed,  ,  8 

"Wounded,         ...  30 

Captured  or  missing,  5 


Aggregate,  .    . 

Deaths.  Officer 

Killed  in  action,  .    -  .               8 

Of  wounds.    .    .  .                       3 

Of  disease,  .                     1 
Other  causes, 


Men. 

To/at. 

113 

121 

417 

437 

122 

127 

685 

Mm. 

TolaJ. 

113 

121 

63 

65 

124 

125 

t 

7 

318 


Battles,  etc.,  (jhancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe  Station,  Mine  Run,  "Wil- 
derness, Spotsylvania,  Nortli  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station,  Hatcher's  Run,  Boydton 
Plank  Road,  Sutherland  Station,  Sailor's  Creek,  Farmville  and  Appomattox 
Court  House. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Aitjtilaut  (linerat. 
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\\'AB   DkPARTMENT, 

Adjutant  Gbneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  July  r25,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir:  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  18th  iust.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  and  Septemher,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  May  28,  1865. 
Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Nine  officers  and  200  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, .  3  25  27 

Wounded,     .  U  97  jqS 

Captured  or  missing,  jl  gx 

Aggregate,  I49 

One  officer  and  16  men  subsequently  died   from    the  effect  of  their  wounds 
Total  loss  in  action. 

Killed, 

Wounded,     ...  .        . 

Captured  or  missing,      .    .    . 


Officers. 

lUen. 

Total. 

5 

99 

104 

28 

426 

449 

106 

106 

659 

^=r= 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

5 

99 

104 

1 

45 

46 

•"< 

88 

91 

Aggregate,    .    . 

Total  deaths. 
Killed  in  action, 
Of  wounds,    ... 
Of  disease,  etc.. 

Aggregate,        ....  241 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,040. 

Battles,  etc.,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Kelly's 
Ford,  Mine  Bun,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvauia,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Poplar  Spring  Church, 
Boydton  Road,  Hatcher's  Run,  Petersburg  (Watkins'  House),  Amelia  Springs, 
Appomattox  Court  House. 

Respectfully, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  1,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepbe,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  July  28,  as  relates  to  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  recordsof  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  said  regiment, 
viz  : 

Mustered  in,  August  and  September,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  May  29,  1865. 
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strength  at  Gettysburg.  The  return  for  June  30,  reports  26  officers  and  336 
men  present  for  duty.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.  Killed,  3  officers  and  10  men  ;  wounded,  11  officers 
and  117  men  ;  captured  or  missing,  3  officers  and  68  men— 211.  There  is  evi- 
dence that  1  officer  and  17  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their 
■wounds. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate).  935. 

Casualties  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 4  66  70 

Wounded, 21  409  430 

Captured  or  missing, 2  156  158 

Aggregate,      658 

Deaths.                                                Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action,       ...               4  66  70 

Of  wounds,            3  67  70 

Of  disease, 69  69 

Other  causes,      .    ,    .                .    .  12  12 


Aggregate,  .    .    .  221 


Battles,  etc.,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  "Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Spring  Church  (Peebles'  Farm),  Hatcher's 
Run,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton  Road,  Five  Forks,  and  Appomattox  Court  House. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  25,  1889. 
Mr.  John  J.  Hoffman,    Secretary   Regimental   Association,   One  hundred   and 
forty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Custom  House,  Fhiladelphia,  Pa.: 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  inst. ,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  following  statement  relative  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  was  furnished  under  date  of  September  1,  1888,  to  the 
late  Major  Samuel  Harper,  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners on  Gettysburg  Monuments,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  and  September,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  May  29,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     The  return  for  June  30,  reports  36  officers  and  336 
men  present  for  duty.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.     Killed,  3  officers  and  10  men  ;  wounded,  11  offi- 
cers and  117  men  ;  captured  or  missing,  2  officers  and  68  men — 211.     There  is 
evidence  that  1  officer  and  17  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their 
wounds. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  935. 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  985- 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

4 

66 

70 

21 

409 

430 

0 

156 

3Ien. 

158 

658 

Officers. 

Total. 

4 

66 

70 

3 

67 

70 

69 

69 

12 

12 

Casualties  iu  actiou. 

Killed, 

Wounded,       

Captured  or  missing,       .    .    . 

Aggregate,         .    .   ,    . 

Deaths. 

Killed  in  actiou,   .       ... 

Of  wounds, 

Of  disease. 

Other  causes,      .  ... 

Aggregate,  221 

Battles,  etc.,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor,. 
Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Spring  Church  (Peebles'  Farm).  Hatch- 
er's Eun,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton  Eoad,  Five  Forks  and  Appomattox  Court 
Hotise. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  17,  1889. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hoffman,  Custom  Souse,  Philadelphia,  Pa. : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  2d  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  after  a  careful  and  thorough  re-examination  of  the  official 
records  no  evidence  can  be  found  that  would  justify  any  change  in  the  state- 
ment relative  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  as 
contained  in  the  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  from  this  office.  The  inclosures  to 
your  letter  are  herewith  returned. 

EespectfuUy, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  24,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  the  following  information  relative  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz : 

Mustered  in,  Augus<>-October,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  June  12,  1865. 

Present  at  Gettysburg.     "Entered  the  battle  with  465  men. " 
Casualties  in  the  battle.     Killed,  1  officer  and  20  men  ;  wounded,  11  officers 
and  130  men  ;  captured  or  missing,  91  men — 353. 
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Principal  engagements,  etc.,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  Spot- 
sylvania, Korth  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Peters- 
burg, Weldon  Railroad,  Boydton  Plank  Road  and  Hatcher's  Run. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  6,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Haepee,  Pitisburg,  Pa.  . 

SiE  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  3d  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  it  appears  from  the  records  of  this  office  that  one  (1)  officer  and  four- 
teen (14)  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry  sub- 
.sequently  died  from  the  effect  of  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Acting  Adjutant  General, 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  4,  1889. 
■Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  ■ 

SiE  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  20th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  the  following  information  relative  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed 5  80  85 

Wounded 23  416  439 

Captured  or  missing,     ...  5  177  183 

Aggregate, 33  673  706 

Total  deaths.                                      Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action 5  80  85 

Of  wounds  received  in  action,              3  64  67 

Of  disease,          .    .                   .2  145  147 

Other  causes,  ....  2  2 


Aggregate, 10  291  301 


Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,500. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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WAE  Depaetment, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

WASurNQTON,  May  31,  1888. 
Mr.  John  C.  Hii/ion,  Erie,  Pa. . 

Sib  :  lu  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  tlie  loss  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  this  office,  was 
11  men  killed,  9  officers  and  60  men  wounded  (of  whom  3  officers  and  10  men 
subsequently  died  trom  the  effect  of  their  wounds),  and  10  men  captured  or 
missing,  atotalof90.  The  "present  for  duty  "  strength  of  the  regiment  on 
June  30,  1863,  was  '23  officers  and  205  men.  The  number  carried  into  action 
is  not  stated. 

With  regard  to  the  prisoners  captured  at  the  "Rose  Spring  House,"  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  specific  report  on  file  as  to  the  number  taken  by 
your  regiment.  The  following  reference  to  the  capture  of  prisoners  is  taken 
from  the  official  report  of  Captain  .Tohn  W.  Reynolds.  "  We  advanced  rapidly 
with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  for  several  hundred  yards,  the  enemy  retreating, 
until  we  came  to  a  ledge  of  rocks;  here  a  number  of  the  rebels  threw  down 
their  arms  and  surrendered,  passing  to  our  rear." 

Captain  Oliver,  in  his  report  says  "  On  the  9d  and  3d,  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners  were  taken  by  the  regiment,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the 

number." 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 

Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Depaktment, 
Adjutant  Gen£eal's  Office, 
Washington,  July  6,  1888. 
Mr.  John  C.  Hilton,  Chairman  Monumental  Association,  One  hundred  and  Forty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers: 
SiK  .  As  requested  iu  your  letter  of  Ihe  25th  ult. ,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnisli 
from  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  ; 

Mustered  in,  August  26  to  September  12,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  May  31,  1865. 
Strength  of  regiment  at  muster  in,  994. 
Strength  at  muster  out,  621. 
Total  enrolment  (estimated),  1,460. 

Battles,  etc.,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Bristoe 
Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  CoUl 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station,  Hatcher's 
Run  (or  Rowanty  Creek),  South  Side  Railroad,  Farmville  and  Appomattox 
Court  House. 

Losses  in  action.  Officers. 

Killed,  .  9 

Wounded, 32 

Captured  or  missing,         ....        17 


Men. 

Total. 

106 

115 

433 

465 

350 

367 

947 

Men. 

Total. 

106 

115 

69 

78 

224 

237 

420 
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Deaths.  Officers. 

Killed  in  action 9 

Of  wounds,           9 

Of  disease,  etc., 3 


Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  0.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

"Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  Genbeal's  Office, 
"Washington,  August  17,  1888. 
Official  copy  furnished  Major  Samuel  Harper  in  compliance  with  his  request 
of  the  13th  inst. 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Wab  Depaetment, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  13,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

SlE  :  Complying  with  yourrequestof  the22dult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish, 
from  the  official  records  the  following  information  relative  to  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 
Organized,  October  28,  1862. 
Re-enlisted,  December  29,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  July  15,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Return  for  June  30,  reports  14  officers  and  297  men 
present  for  duty.     The  number  taken  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     One  (1)  officer  and  4  men  killed,  and  fifteen  men 
wounded,  one  of  whom  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  his  wound. 
Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  ■  Total. 

Killed, 4  30  34 

Wounded,         12  173  185 

Captured  or  missing,      ....  34  34 


Aggregate,        .    . 
Total  deaths. 

Killed  in  action,   .    .           .    .    . 
Of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Of  disease. 
Other  causes. 

16 
Officers. 
4 
2 
2 

237 

Men. 

30 

27 

48 

3 

108 

253 

Total. 

34 

29 

50 

3 

Aggregate,         

8 

116 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,050. 

Battles,  etc.,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  Ringgold  or  Taylor's  Ridge.  Mill  Creek  Gap,  Resaca,  Pumpkin  Vine 
Creek,  New  Hope  Church,  Pine  Knob,  Kulp  House,  Dallas,  Kenesaw  Mountain 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Savannah,  Durham  Station  or  Bennett's  House 
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In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  engagements,  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D  and 
E  of  this  regiment  (formerly  companies  L,  M,  N.Oand  P  of  the  Twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania)  are  entitled  to  credit  for  participation  in  the  actions  in  which 
the  Twenty-eighth  bore  a  part  prior  to  October  1,  1862.  The  losses  sustained 
by  those  companies  anterior  to  the  formation  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh,  are  also  counted  with  the  Twenty-eighth. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  MoKEEVEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  17,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Fennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  . 
Sir  :  Referring  to  the  letter  from  this  office  of  December  13,  1889,  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  that  the  strength  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  Gettysburg,  as  therein  stated,  may  be  amended  to 
read  12  officers  and  286  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Genera!. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  28,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Fa.: 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  as  relates  to  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  said  regi- 
ment, viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  and  September,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  June  1,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  The  morning  report  for  July  1,  reports  19  officers 
and  449  men  present  for  duty.  The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of 
record. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.     Killed,  1  officer  and  18  men  ;  wounded,  6  officer.^ 
and  95  men  ;  captured  or  missing,  5  men — 135.     There  is  evidence  that  1  of- 
ficer and  7  men  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  their  wounds. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,370. 
Casualties  in  action.  Officers. 

Killed,  .    .  7 

Wounded,     .  .  34 

Captured  or  missing,  4 

Aggregate,    . 

Deaths.  Officers. 

Killed  in  action,  ~ 

Of  wounds,         .  fi 

Of  disease,      .  .  -4 

Other  causes, 

Aggregate, 


Men. 

Total. 

121 

128 

581 

615 

168 

172 

915 

.Men. 

Total. 

121 

128 

69 

7S 

170 

174 

22 

22 

399 
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Battles,  etc.,  Ghancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Auburu,  Bristoe  Station,  Mine- 
]iun.  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom. .  Reams'  Station,  Petersburg 
(March  25,  1865),  Hatcher's  Run  (or  Rowanty  Creek),  South  Side  Railroad, 
Farmville,  and  Appomattox  Court  House. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Wak  Depaktment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  29,  1888. 
Hon.  Edvfin  S.  Osbokne,  M.  C,  Honse  of  Kepresentaiives,  Washington,  D.  C: 
SiK  :  Referring  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Johnston  (submitted  by  yon),  in 
regard  to  the  losses  sustained  by  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  in  reply, 
that  the  result  of  a  careful  examination  of  all  records  bearing  upon  the  subject, 
may  be  thus  summarized:  Killed,  1  officer  and  52  men  ;  wounded,  14  officers 
and  158  men  (of  whom  13  of  the  latter  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of 
their  wounds),  and  4  officers  and  107  men  captured  or  missing,  a  total  loss  of 
336.  This  calculation  is  based  upon  the  most  reliable  evidence  afforded  by 
the  official  records,  and  while  it  may  not  be  absolutely  accurate  in  detail,  it  is; 
the  nearest  approximation  thereto  attainable.  Colonel  Roy  Stone,  the  brigade 
commander,  is  included  among  the  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  John  E.  Parsons, 
acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  among  the  captured. 

The  final  record  of  the  soldiers  mentioned  by  Mr.  Johnston  is  noted  in  red 
ink  Rgainst  their  names  and  the  list  herewith  returned. 

Colonel  E.  L.  Dana,  in  his  official  report  as  brigade  commander  says,  ' '  The 
One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  went  into  action  with  450  men."  Colonel  Dwight 
says,  "  We  entered  the  engagement  with  about  450  men." 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
.idjutant  General. 


Wak  Department; 
An.TUTANT  General's  Oppick, 
Wasiiingtox,  April  7,  1888; 
Major  Samuel  Hakper,  Pittshurg,  Pa. . 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  ro()aest  of  the  12th  ultimo,  I  ha\e  the  honor  to 
furnish  the  followi]ig  information  relative  to  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth- 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  Angust  and  September,  1862. 

Mu.stered  out.  June  23,  1865,  excepting  Company  K,  which  was  mustereds 
out  June  15,  1865. 
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The  return  for  June  30,  1863,  reports  19  officers  and  365  men  "present  for 
ihity."  Lieutenant-Colonel  Huldekoper,  in  his  ofacial  report,  says,  "The 
regiment  numbered,  including  17  oliicers,  before  the  battle,  nearly  40aat  roll- 
call."  The  loss  of  the  regiment  at  Gettysburg  may  be  stated  as  follows  :  Two 
ofacers  and  33  men  killed,  10  officers  and  142  men  wounded  (of  whom  1  officer 
and  17  men  died  from  their  wounds)  ;  and  4  officers  and  73  men  captured  or 
missing,  a  total  of  :2()4. 

List  of  principal  engagements  and  battles.  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,. 
Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Peters- 
burg, Weldon  Railroad,  Hatcher's  Eun  and  Dabney's  Mill. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjntant  General. 

War   DEPAETlrfENT, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  May  18.  1888. 
Colonel  Levi  Bird  Duff,  129  Fifth  Avenue,  Pittshurg,  Pa.  . 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  engagement  at  Po  river  is  embraced  under  the  general  designa- 
tion of  Spotsylvania.  All  operations  in  that  vicinity  such  as  Po  river,  Ny  river, 
Harris'  Farm,  etc.,  from  May  8  to  20,  are  classified  under  the  one  head  of  Spot- 
sylvania. Petersburg  is  an  omission  from  the  list  to  which  you  refer,  and 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners 
on  Gettysburg  Monuments,  has  been  informed  thereof 

Strawberry  Plains  is  the  term  applied  to  General  Hancock's  first  movement 
to  the  north  side  of  the  James  river,  July  27-29,  1864.     It  is  otherwise  called 

"First  Deep  Bottom." 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Ad.jutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  22,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.. 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  14th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  statement  relative  to  the  ser- 
vices of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty -first  Pennsylvania,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  October  and  November,  1865. 
Mustered  out,  July  37-31,  1863. 
Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Twenty-one  officers  and  446  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  .Vni.  Total. 

Killed,  ....  2  49  51 

AVounded,  .    .  8  18:?  191 

Captured  or  missing,  3  93  95 


Aggregate,    .        .        .  337 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

2 

50 

52 

9 

189 

198 

3 

103 

104 

354 

^ 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

2 

50 

52 

12 

12 

1 

48 

49 

2 

2 

3 

112 

115 
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Battles:     Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg. 
Casualties  in  action. 

Killed 

Wounded,       ....... 

Captured  or  missing,    .    .    . 

Aggregate,    .... 

Deaths. 

Killed  in  action,    .    .   . 

Of  wounds, 

Of  disease. 

Other  causes, 


Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  930. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 

Adjutant  General. 


Wak  Dbpaktmbnt, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  15,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Haepeh,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  2d  inst..  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  in  reply,  that  according  to  the  information  afforded  by  the  original  mus- 
ter out  rolls  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry  and  such 
amendments  of  record  as  have  since  been  made  by  this  office,  it  appears  that 
ten  (10)  men  of  said  regiment  subsequently  died  of  wounds  received  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Acting  Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  23,  1889. 
Colonel  George  F.  McFarland,  1422  N.  Second  street,  Barrisburg,  Pa.. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  iniorm  you  that  the  nominal  list  of  casualties  sus- 
tained by  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Infancy  at  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  forwarded  by  you  on  the  9th  inst.  is  accepted,  and  the  report 
made  to  the  late  Major  Samuel  Harper,  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Board 
of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monument?,  under  date  of  June  22,  1888,  from 
this  office,  is  accordingly  amended  to  show  the  losses  of  said  regiment  to  have 
been  as  follows  : 
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Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

2 

49 

5J 

30 

30 

9 

172 

181 

4 

71 

75 

337 

Killed,        

Mortally  wounded, 
Wounded  (not  mortally). 
Captured  or  missing. 

Aggregate,     .   . 

Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners has  been  notified  of  this  action. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  Geneeai.'s  Office, 
Washington,  Juhj23,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  8eci-elary  Pennsylviinia  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  record  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry  at  Gettysburg  has  been  amended  to  show  the 
losses  to  have  been  as  follows,  viz  : 

Killed, 

Mortally  wounded,         .    .    . 
Wounded  (not  mortally). 
Captured  or  missing. 


This  information  has  been  furnished  Colonel  George  F.  McFarland,  President 

Regimental  Organization  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Regiment  Pennsylvania 

Volunteers. 

J.  C.  KELTON, 

Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  3,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  according  to  the  official  records  of  this  office,  the  strength  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fifty-first  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg  was  21  officers  and  446  men. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 

Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  Gexekal's  Office, 
Washington,  June  22,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  13th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
One  hundred  and  fifty-third  Pennsylvania,  viz  : 
63 


Offlcera. 

Men. 

Total. 

2 

49 

51 

30 

30 

9 

172 

181 

4 

71 

75 

337 

Men 

Total. 

22 

23 

135 

142 

46 

46 

211 
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Mustered  in,  September,  1862. 

Mustered  out,  July  24,  1863. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Not  of  record. 

Present  for  duty  June  30,  24  officers  and  545  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers. 

Killed,  ....  1 

Wounded,        .  ....  7 

Captured  or  missing 


Battles.     Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg 
Casualties  in  action. 
Killed, 

"Wounded,         .  .... 

Captured  or  missing,      .    .    . 


Deaths. 

Killed  in  action. 
Of  wounds,   .    .    . 
Of  disease, 
Accidental,  etc., 


Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  990. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  .servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wak  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,,! Kijrus*  31,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Haepee,  Pittslmrg,  Ph.: 

SiE  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  inquiry  of  the  28th  ult.,  as  relates  to  the 
One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  offtce  the  following  information  relative  to  said  regi- 
ment, viz  : 

Mustered  in,  September,  1862. 

Mustered  out,  June  2,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  The  return  for  June  30,  reports  28  officers  and 
396  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Casualties  at  Gettysburg.  Killed,  6  men  ;  wounded,  2  officers  and  11  raeii^ 
19.  It  does  not  appear  of  record  that  any  of  the  wounded  subsequently  died 
from  the  effect  of  their  wounds. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,520. 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

1 

28 

29 

10 

172 

182 

3 

82 
Mtn. 

85 

296 

Officers. 

Total. 

1 

28 

29 

19 

19 

17 

17 

7 

7 

1 

71 

72 

Pennsylvania 

at  Gettyshim/. 

Casualties  in  action. 

Officers. 

.1/(71. 

Total. 

Killed,      .    .    . 

5 

-r, 

80 

Wounded, 

S 

mh 

373 

Captured  or  missing, 

;m 

34 

Aggregate, 

OjDkirs. 

Men. 

487 

Deaths . 

Total. 

Killed  in  aitiou, 

f) 

75 

80 

Of  wounds,                        ... 

54 

54 

Of  disease,             

1 

109 

5 

109 

Other  causes,                         .    ,    , 

6 

Aggregate 

249 

995 


Battles,  etc.,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock 
Station,  Mine  Run.  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy,  Be- 
thesda  Church,  Cold  Hai'bor,  Petersburg,  Weldou  Railroad,  Poplar  Spring 
Church  (Peebles'  Farm),  Hatcher's  Run,  Dabney's  Mill,  Boydton  Plank  Road, 
Five  Forks  and  Appomattox  Court  House. 

The  One  hundred  and  iifty-flfth  reached  the  Held  of  Antietam  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  battle. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
«  Assinlant  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  October  30,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Permst/lvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  as  relates  to  the 
First  Peunsylvania  Cavalry,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  records  of 
this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  July,  August  and  September,  1861. 
Re-eulisted,  January  and  February,  1864. 

Mustered  out,  consolidated  June  17,  1865,  with  the  Sixth  and  Seventeenth 
Regiments  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  to  form  the  Second  Provisional  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  mustered  out  August  7.  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Return  for  .Tune  30,  1863,  reports  30  officers  and 
388  men  present  for  duty.     The  number  in  action  is  not  of  record. 
Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Two  men  captured  or  missing. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed:  .    .  .        .  4  .55  59 

Wounded,  .        .        .  22  256  278 

Captured  or  missing,         .    .  4  102  106 


Aggregate, 


30  413  443 
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Pennsylvania 

at  Gettysburg. 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

4 

55 

59 

Of  wounds  in  action, 

4 

32 

36 

Of  disease,     . 

2 

96 

98 

Other  causes. 

10 

10 

Aggregate, 

10 

193 

203 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,500. 

Battles,  etc.,  Dranesville  (^ November  27,  1861),  Dranesville  (December  20, 
1861),  Falmouth,  Eappahanuock  Eiver,  Strasburg,  "Woodstock,  Mount  Jackson, 
Harrisonburg,  Cross  Keys,  Slaughter  Mountain,  Cedar  Mountain,  Brandy 
Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Gainesville,  Bull  Run  (second),  Fredericksburg, 
Oak  Grove,  Marye's  Heights,  Brandy  Station,  Aldie  (June  18,  1863),  Middle- 
burg,  Goose  Creek,  Aldie  (June  22,  1863),  Gettysburg,  Fairfield,  Shepherds- 
town,  Carter's  Eun,  Muddy  Eun,  Culpeper,  Rapidan  Eiver,  Sulphur  Springs, 
Auburn,  Bristoe  Station,  Mine  Eun,  Wilderness,  Todd's  Tavern,  Davenport, 
Newcastle,  North  Anna,  Milford  Station,  Fortifications  of  Richmond,  Haw's 
Shop,  Cold  Harbor,  Trevilian  Station,  White  House,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Reams' 
Station  (July  12,  1864),  Malvern  (or  Gravel)  Hill,  Lee's  Mills,  Deep  Bottom 
(or  Charles  City  Cross  Eoads),  Reams'  Station  (August  25,  1864),  Wyatt  House, 
Vaughan  Road,  Boydton  Eoad,  Belfield,  Hatcher's  Run  (or  Dabney's  Mill), 
Chamberlain's  Creek,  Dinwiddle  Court  House,  Paine's  Cross  Roads,  Jeters- 
ville,  Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek,  Farmville,  Appomattox  Court  House. 

Very  respectfully,  ^ 

C.  MoKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Gbneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  February  5,  1889. 
Major  Samuel   Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  In  regard  to  the  record  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  requested 
by  you  under  date  of  January  10,  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  Captain 
Albert  N.  Seip,  President  of  the  Regimental  Association,  269  South  Fourth 
street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  the  original  communications  (or  certified  copies 
thereof)  of  December  4,  1888,  and  .January  28,  1889,  from  this  office,  which 
ijontain  all  the  information  upon  the  subject  of  your  inquiry  that  the  official 
records  afford. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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Wae  Department, 
AujuiANT  General's  Office, 
Washin(JT0N,  March  28,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Harpee,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  35th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
yon  that  the  re-enlistment  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  .appears  to  have 
began  December  17,  1863,  and  continued  at  various  dates  till  sometime  in 
February,  1864, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  V.  SHERIDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  4,  1888. 
Captain    A.  N.  Seip,   President   Second   Pennsylvania  Cavalry   Association,  Eau- 

ton,  Pa.  ; 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  September  23  and  October  15,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  defective  character  of  the  regimental 
records  prevents  the  preparation  of  a  full  and  complete  list  of  the  actions  in 
vfhich  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  bore  a  part  during  the  late  vpar. 
After  a  thorough  examination  the  follovi^ing  are  the  names  of  the  only  combats 
of -which  the  records  furnish  any  evidence,  viz:  Wolftown,  Va.,  August  7, 
1862;  Cedar  Mountain,  Va.,  August  9,  1863;  Eappahannock  Station,  Va.. 
August  21,  1862  ;  Catlett's  Station,  Va.,  August  23,  1862  ;  Bull  Run  (second), 
Va.,  August  30,  1862  ;  Chantilly,  Va.,  September  1,  1862  ;  Occoquan,  Va.. 
December  29,  1862  ;  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  2-3,  1863  ;  Bristoe  Station,  Va., 
October  14,  1863  ;  Mine  Run,  Va.,  November  39,  December  2,  1863  ;  Wilder- 
ness, Va.,  May  5-7,  1864  ;  Todd's  Tavern,  Va.,  May  8.  1864  ;  Beaver  Dam 
Station,  Va.,  May  9,  1864  ;  Yellow  Tavern,  Va..  May  11, 1864  ;  Ground  Squir- 
rel Bridge,  Va.,  May  11,  1864 ;  Richmond  Fortifications,  May  12,  1864  ;  Mea- 
dow Bridge,  Va.,  May  12,  1864  ;  Brook  Church,  Va.,  May  13,  1864  ;  Haw's 
Shop,  Va.,  May  28,  1864  ;  Hanover  Court  House,  Va.,  May  31,  1864  ;  Cold 
Harbor,  Va.,  May  31-June  3,  1864  ;  Treviliau  Station,  Va.,  June  10-12,  1864; 
White  House  Landing,  Va.,  June  31,  1864  ;  Baltimore  Cross  Roads,  Va.,  June 
22,  1864  ;  St.  Mary's  Church,  Va.,  June  24,  1864  ;  Jerusalem  Plank  Road, 
Va.,  July  12,  1864  ;  Lee's  Mills,  Va.,  July  25-26,  1864  :  Malvern  Hill  (or 
Deep  Bottom),  Va.,  July  26-28,  1864  ;  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  August  14-16,  1864; 
White  Oak  Swamp,  Va.,  August  18,  1864  ;  Reams'  Station,  Va.,  August  25. 
1864;  Poplar  Spring  Church,  Va.,  September  29,  1864  ;  Wyatt's  Farm,  Va., 
September  30,  1864  ;  Stony  Creek  Station,  Va.,  October  1,  1864  ;  Boydton 
Road,  Va.,  October  27,  1864;  Hatcher's  Run,  Va.,  February  5,  1865  and  the 
Appomattox  Campaign,  March  30-April  9,  1865. 

The  regiment  was  mainly  organized  in  August,  September  and  October, 
1861,  and  was  consolidated  with  the  Twentieth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  June 
17.  1865,  to  form  the  First  Provisional  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Its  total  enrolment  is  estimated  at  1,970. 

So  far  as  shown  by  the  records  its  death  casualties  were  as  follows- 
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Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  actiou,              .    .                       :!  24  27 

Of  wounds,       ...                         :;  19  32 

Of  disease,                        .                         2  170  179 
Other    causes    and    causes  not 

stated.                            .    .  22  22 

Aggregate.     '.            .  24:5 

The  nearest  attainable  approximation  to  its  losses  in  battle  is  as  follows ; 

Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed.  ...                            .3  24  27 

Woaoded,     ...                       .              9  108  117 

Captured  or  missing,          .                     1  90  91 


Aggregate, 2,S.5 

No  record  can  be  found  of  any  loss  sustained  by  the  regiment  in  killed  and 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  ;  one  man  is  reported  captured. 
The  letters  from  Messrs.  Kittenhouse  and  Galbraith  are  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  Geneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  November  21,  1889. 
Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  Colonel  .John  P.   Nicholson,  Secretary 
Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commi.ssioners  ou  Gettysburg  Monuments  in  compli- 
ance with  his  request  of  the  19th  inst. 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Wae  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  General's  Oppk:!:, 
Washington,  January  28,  1889. 
Mr.  Albert  N.  Seip,  President  Second  Pennsyhama  Oavah-y  Association. 

Care  of  Charles  Chauncey,  Esq.,  269  South  Fourth  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.. 
Sir  ;  In  reply  to  so  much  of  your  communication  of  the  12th  inst.,  as  relates 
to  the  omission,  from  the  official  records,  of  certain  combats  in  which  it  is  al- 
leged that  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  bore  a  part.  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  original  records,  prepared  while. the  organization  was  in 
service  and  while  the  officers  were  under  the  control  of  the  Department  must 
be  adhered  to  and  no  parol  testimony  given  upwards  of  twenty  years  after  the 
facts  can  be  accepted  by  the  Department  lo  change  such  records.  It  is  sug- 
gested, however,  that  perhaps  for  the  specific  purpose  in  \iew,  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monuments  might  deem  itself  justified  in  ac- 
cepting testimony  in  support  of  your  claim,  without  regard  to  the  rulings  of 
this  Department.  The  records  clearly  establish  the  fact  that  the  regiment 
participated  in  the  final  (or  Appomattox)  campaign,  but  there  is  no  evidence 
ol'  Miy  encounters  with  the  enemy  during  that  period. 
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I  have  also  to  state  that  the  date  of  the  affair  at  Bristoe  Station  as  given  in 
the  letter  of  December  4,  1.888.  from  this  oface  is  a  mistake:  it  should  he  Octo- 
ber 14,  1861!. 

Ill  regard  to  the  two  soldiers  (James  M.  Shea  and  G.  H.  Allen)  buried  in  the 
National  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  it  is  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt  that  neither 
of  them  belonged  to  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  c.  kelton; 

At<sisf(ml  Aiijiiiimt  Genrml. 


War  Dbpaetment, 
Ad.tutant  General's  Offkje, 
Washington,  November  21,  1889. 
Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  Colonel  .Tohn  P.   Nicholson,  Secretary 
Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monuments,  in  compli- 
ance with  his  request  of  the  19th  inst. 

C.  MoKEEVER, 
AssislanI  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washingtox,  January  23,  1890. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  November  22,  1889,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
Thiid  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  July  and  August,  1861. 

Mastered  out.  May  8,  1865,  by  transfer  to  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Strength  at  Getty.shurg.     Return  for  June  30,  reports  29  officers  and  365  men 
present  for  duty. 

I^oss  at  Gettysburg.     Five  (5)  officers  and  10  men  wounded  and  6  men  cap- 
tured or  missing — 21. 

Total  loss  in  action. 

Killed. 

Wounded,  .  •    • 

Captured  or  missing, 

.\ggregate,    . 

Total  deaths. 

Killed  in  action, 

Of  wounds  received  in  action. 

Of  disease,  

Other  causes,        

Aggregate,  .  .    . 


Officers. 

Men. 

Tolal. 

1 

34 

2.') 

8 

79 

87 

■7 

161 

168 

16 

364 

280 

Officers. 

Men. 

ToUil. 

1 

24 

2;-) 

20 

20 

114 

114 

2 

11 

13 

3 

169 

172 

1000  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,825. 

Battles,  etc.,  Magruder's  Ferry,  Springfield  Station,  Vienna,  Yorktown,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Savage's  Station,  Jordan's  Ford,  Charles  City  Cross  Eoads,  Malvern 
Hill,  Sycamore  Church,  Antietam,  Harper's  Ferry,  Four  Locks,  Uniouville, 
Piedmont,  Ashby's  Gap,  Amissville,  Newby's  Cross  Eoads,  Kelly's  Ford,  Hart- 
vfood  Church,  Stoneman's  Raid,  Brandy  Station,  Aldie,  Gettysburg,  Old  An- 
tietam Forge,  Shepherdstown,  Culpeper,  Kapidan  Station,  Occoquan,  Mine  Run, 
Ellis'  Ford,  Warrenton,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Totopotomoy, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Boydton  Plank  Road,  Weldon  Railroad,  Hatcher's 
Bun,  Appomattox  Court  House,  etc. 

Very  respectfully, 

C,  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

War  Department. 
AixruTANT  General's  Office, 
Washington,  February  8,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pitislmrg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  17th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  August  15  to  October  30,  18fil. 
Re-enlisted,  January  1,  1864. 
Mustered  out,  July  1,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  The  return  for  June  30,  reports  26  officers  nnd  278 
men  ''  for  duty." 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     One  man  killed. 


Casualties  in  action. 

Officers. 

Men.. 

Total. 

Killed,  . 

6 

50 

56 

Wounded, 

21 

248 

269 

Captured  or  missing, 

5 

266 

271 

Aggregate, 

32 

564 

596 

Deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  actimi. 

6 

50 

56 

Of  vpounds. 

3 

42 

45 

Of  disease,     .    . 

2 

228 

230 

Other   known   and   unknown 

causes, 

1 

24 

25 

Aggre.ixatc. 

12 

344 

356 

Battles,  etc.,  MechanicBville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam, 
Hedgesville,  Union,  Upperville  (November  3,  1863),  Manassas  Gap,  Markham 
Station,  Little  Washington,  Gaines'  Cross  Roads,  Waterloo,  Fredericksburg, 
Kelly's  Ford,  Rapidan  Station,  Chancellorsville,  Stevensburg,  Middlebnrg, 
Upperville  (June  21,  1863),  Gettysburg,  Green  Oak,  Shepherdstown,  Newby's 
Cross  Eoads,  Muddy  Run,  Culpeper,  Sulphur  Springs,  Bristoe  Station,  Kil-' 
Patrick's  Raid,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anua,Ground  Squirrel  Church, 
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Glen  Allen  Station,  Yellow  Tavern,  Brook  Church,  Haw's  Shop,  Old  Church, 
Cold  Harbor,  Trevilian  Station,  Macon's  Mill,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Petersburg, 
Warwick  Swamp,  Strawberry  Plains,  Lee's  Mills,  Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station, 
Poplar  Spring  Church,  Falls  Church,  Wyatt's  Farm,  Boydton  Plank  Road, 
Stony  Creek  Station,  Belfield,  Hatcher's  Run,  Dinwiddle  Court  House,  Paine's 
Cross  Roads,  Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek,  Parmville,  Appomattox  Court 
House. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,930. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

R.  C.  DRUM. 
Adjutant  Oeneral. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  3,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon 
that  the  following  statement  relative  to  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was 
furnished  under  date  of  February  8,  1889,  to  the  late  Major  Samuel  Harper, 
Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Gettysburg  Monuments,  viz: 
Mustered  in,  August  15  to  October  30,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  January  1,  1864. 
Mustered  out,  July  1,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     The  return  for  June  30,  reports  26  officers  and  278 
men  "for  duty.'' 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     One  man  killed. 


Casualties  in  action. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed,  ... 

6 

50 

56 

Wounded,         .    . 

21 

248 

269 

Captured  or  missing, 

5 

266 

271 

Aggregate, 

32 

564 

596 

Deaths. 

Officer.'i. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

6 

50 

56 

Of  wounds. 

3 

42 

45 

Of  disease, 

2 

228 

230 

Other    known    and     unknown 

causes. 

1 

24 

25 

Aggregate, 

.    .             12 

344 

356 

Battles,  etc.,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Antie- 
tam,  Hedgesville,  Union,  Upperville  (November  3,  1862),  Manassas  Gap, 
Markham  Station,  Little  Washington,  Gaines'  Cross  Roads,  Waterloo,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Kelly's  Ford,  Rapidan  Station,  Chancellorsville,  Stevensburg,  Mid- 
dleburg,  Upperville  (June  21,  1863),  Gettysburg,  Green  Oak,  Shepherdstown, 
Newby^'s  Cross  Roads,  Muddy  Run,  Culpeper,  Sulphur  Springs,  Bristoe  Station, 
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Kilpatrick's  Raid,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  North  Anna,  Ground  Squirrel 
Church,  Glen  Allen  Station,  Yellow  Tavern,  Brook  Church,  Haw's  Shop,  Old 
Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Trevilian  Station,  Macon's  Mill,  St.  Mary's  Church, 
Petersburg,  Warwick  Swamp,  Strawberry  Plains,  Lee's  Mills,  Deep  Bottom, 
Reams'  Station,  Poplar  Spring  Church,  Palls  Church,  Wyatt's  Farm,  Boydton 
Plank  Road,  Stony  Creek  Station,  Belfleld,  Hatcher's  Run,  Dinwiddie  Court 
House,  Paine's  Cross  Roads.  Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek,  Farmville,  Ap- 
pomattox Court  House. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,930. 

Respectfully, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  9,  1888. 
Captain  W.  W.  Feaziee.    PMladeljplda,  Pa.  : 

SiE  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  5th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  strength  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  on  July  3,  1863.  is 
not  shown  by  the  records  on  file  in  this  office.  The  return  for  June  30,  1863, 
reports  15  officers  and  350  men  "present  for  duty,"  exclusive  of  companies  E 
and  I,  which  were  on  duty  at  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  latter 
numbered  4  officers  and  97  men  "present  for  duty." 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  January  27,  1890. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners : 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  November  20,  1889,  I   have  the 
honor  to  furnish  from  the  official  records  the  following  information  relative 
to  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  viz  : 
Mu.stered  in,  August  to  October,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  .lanuary  1,  1864. 

Mustered  out,  June  17,  1865,  by  consolidation  with  the  First  and  Seven- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  Ibrra  the  Second  Provisional  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Return  for  June  30,  reports  15  officers  and  350 
men  present  for  duty,  exclusive  of  companies  E  and  I  on  duty  at  Headquar- 
ters Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  which  numbered  4  officers  and  97  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Three  (3)  men  killed,  seven  (7)  men  wounded  and 
two  (2)  captured  or  missing — 12. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers. 

Killed, 5 

Wounded,     ...  11 

Captured  or  missing,      ...  6 

Aggregate,        .    .        .    .  23 


Men. 

Total. 

39 

44 

223 

233 

204 

210 

4r,r, 

487 
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Tntal  deaths. 

OltiriTH. 

Mi'.n. 

Total. 

Killed  iu  action 

5 

39 

44 

Of  wounds  received  iu  action, 

o 

'if! 

■iH 

Of  disease,                    .    . 

A 

.'iH 

42 

Other  causes,                        .    ,    . 

l:) 

10 

Causes  not  report  ed, 

19 

19 

Aggregate, 

JO 

141! 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,800. 

Battles,  etc.,  Hanover  Court  House,  Beaver  Dam  Station,  Oaiues'  Mill,  Glen- 
dale,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  Jefferson,  Crampton's  Gap,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Occoquan,  Stonemau's  Raid,  Beverly  Ford,  Aldie,  Gettysburg, 
Greencastle,  Williamsport,  Boonsboro,  Beaver  (!reek,  Funkstown,  Falling 
Waters,  Manassas  Gap,  Brandy  Station,  Bristoe  Station,  MineEun,  Charlottes- 
ville, Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  Beaver  Dam  Station,  Yellow  Tavern,  Meadow 
Bridge,  Old  Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Trevilian  Station.  Petersburg,  Deep  Bot- 
tom, Berryville,  Sraithtield,  Waynesboro,  Dinwiddie  Court  House,  Five  Forks, 
Appomatto.K  Coui't  House. 

Very  respectfully. 

C.  McKEEVEE, 
Assistant  Ailjtdant  tlemral. 

War  Departmknt, 
Adjutant  Genkeal's  Oefick, 

WASHlNCiTON,  April  9,    1889. 

Major  Samuel  H.vrpf.r,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  . 

Sir  ;  As  requested  in  your  communication  of  the  '29th  ultimo,  I  have  the 
honor  to  furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  rel- 
ative to  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  August  to  October,  1861. 

Re-enlisted,  December  31,  1863. 

Mustered  out,  July  34,  1865,  by  consolidation  with  the  Sixteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  Detached  at  Manchester  and  Westminster,  and  not 
engaged  in  the  battle.     Present  for  dnty  June  30,  25  officers  and  366  men. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     None. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  3,000. 


Total  loss  in  action. 

Officers. 

^Un.. 

lotal. 

Killed,              .                   ... 

4 

33 

37 

Wounded,                .    . 

8 

IS.'S 

193 

Captured  or  missing. 

6 

303 

309 

Aggregate, 

18 

r,3i 

539 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Tiilnl. 

Killed  in  action,     .           ... 

4 

33 

37 

Of  wounds  received  in  action. 

1 

24 

25 

Of  disease,     .    . 

2 

110 

112 

Other   known    and     unknown 

causes,                 .    . 

15 

15 

Aggregate,        .... 

7 

182 

189 
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Battles,  etc.,  Yorktown,  New  Kent  Court  House,  Bottom's  Bridge,  The 
Chimneys,  White  Oak  Swamp  (May  24,  1862),  Savage's  Station  (May  24, 
1862),  Seven  Pines  (May  24,  1862),  Fair  Oaks  (May  25,  1862),  Garnett's  Farm, 
Fair  Oaks  (May  31,  June  1,  1862),  White  Oak  Swamp  (June  28,  1862),  Malvern 
Hill  (July  1,  1862),  Haxall's  Landing.  Carter's  Farm,  Malvern  Hill  (August 
5,  1862),  Harrison's  Landing,  Falls  Church,  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain,  Frederick 
City,  Middletown,  Autietam  or  Sharpsburg  (September  18,  1862),  Blackford's 
Ford,  Martiusburg,Shepherdstown,Monooacy(moiith  of  the),Philomont,  Union, 
Upperville  (November  3,  1862),  Ashby's  Gap,  Markham,  Barbee's  Cross  Eoads, 
Hazel  Eiver,  Corbin's  Cross  Eoads  or  Amissville,  Leedstown,  Fredericksburg, 
Eichards'  Ford,  Ely's  Ford,  Ely's  Ford  Eoad,  Tabernacle  Church,  Chancellor.s- 
ville.  United  States  Ford,  Banks'  Ford,  Gainesville,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Emmits- 
burg,  Monterey  Gap,  Smithsburg,  Hagerstown,  Williamsport,  Boousboro,  Jones' 
Cross  Eoads,  St.  James'  College,  Shepherdstown,  Culpeper  Court  House,  Eapidan 
Station,  Sulphur  Springs,  Auburn,  Bristoe  Station,  Wilderness  or  Todd'sTavern, 
Spotsylvania,  Beaver  Dam  Ford,  Ground  Squirrel  Church,  Hungary  Station, 
Brook  Church  or  Fortifications  of  Eichmond,  Gaines'  Mill,  Cold  Harbor,  Tre- 
vilian  Station,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom, 
Eeams'  Station,  Jerusalem  Plank  Eoad,  Stony  Creek  Eoad,  Wyatt's  House, 
Vaughan  Eoad,  Boydton  Plank  Eoad,  Belfield,  Eowanty  Creek,  Hatcher's 
EuD,  Dinwiddie  Court  House,  Five  Forks,  Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek, 
Farmville,    Appomattox  Court  House. 

The  foregoing  list  may  be  incomplete,  but  it  embraces  all  the  comtots  of  the 
regiment  of  which  there  is  any  record  in  this  oiBee. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DEUM, 
Adjutant  GeneraL 


War  Depaetmknt, 
Adttttant  Gbneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  January  37,  1890. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners: 

SlE  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  November  22,  1889,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  the 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  September  to  November,  1862. 
Mustered  out,  August  11,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Return  for  June  30,  reports  30  oflBcers  and  391  men 
present  for  duty. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.     Two  (2)  men  killed  and  four  (4)  men  wounded — 6. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Officers.  Men.  Tota.t. 

Killed, 2  61  63 

Wounded,         28  239  267 

Captured  or  nii.ssing,      ...  2  83  85 


Aggregate,        ....  32  383  415 
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Total  deaths. 

Officern. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  iu  action, 

2 

61 

63 

Of  wouuds  received  iu  acfciou, 

•j 

42 

44 

01^  disease,      .        ,       ... 

2 

183 

185 

Other  causes,             .... 

,5 

5 

Aggregate, 

(i 

291 

297 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  2,700. 

Battles,  etc.,  Hartwood  Church,  Kelly's  Ford,  Ely's  Ford,  Aldie,  Middleburg, 
Ashby's  Gap,  Gettysburg,  Greenwood,  Shepherdstown,  Little  Washington, 
Culpeper,  Crooked  Run,  Sulphur  Springs,  Auburn,  Catlett's  Station,  Bristoe 
Station,  Mine  Run,  Kilpatrick's  Richmond  Raid,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania, 
Beaver  Dam  Station,  Yellow  Tavern,  Richmond  Fortifications,  Havp's  Shop, 
Cold  Harbor,  Trevilian  Station,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom, 
Strawberry  Plains. Reams'  Station,  Poplar  Spring  Church,  Boydton  Plank  Road, 
Stony  Creek  Station,  Belfleld,  Hatcher's  Run,  Dinwiddie  Court  House,  Five 
Forks,  Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek,  Farmville,  Appomattox  Court  House,etc. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
.issisiant  Adjutant  Qeneral. 


Wab  Department, 
.•Vdjutant  General's  Office, 
WASHINGTON,  May  24,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Habpbb,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sib  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  mustered  into  service, 
September-November,  1862,  and  was  mustered  out  June  16,  1865.  The  regi- 
ment as  a  whole  or  in  part  appears  to  have  been  iu  action  at  the  following 
named  places.  Occoquan,  Snyder's  Ford,  Occoqaan,  Wiggenton's  Mills, 
Germanna  Ford,  Chancellorsville,  Beverly  Ford  or  Brandy  Station,  Upperville, 
Gettysburg,  Williamsport,  Boonsboro,  Beaver  Creek,  Funkstown,  Falling 
Waters,  Brandy  Station,  Germanna  Ford,  Morton's  Ford,  Stevensburg,  Brandy 
Station,  Culpeper,  Oak  Hill,  Bealton,  Mine  Run,  Barnett's  Ford,  Wilderness, 
Todd's  Tavern,  Sheridan's  First  Expedition,  Hanovertown,  Matadequin  Creek, 
Cold  Harbor,  Trevilian  Raid,  Deep  Bottom,  Old  Toll  Gate,  Front  Royal, 
Kearneysville,  Shepherdstown,  Smithfield,  Smithfleld  Crossing,  Berry viUe 
Crossing,  Opequon,  Middletown,  Berryville,  Smithfield,  Fisher's  Hill,  New- 
town, Winchester,  Liberty  Mills,  Gordonsville,  Goochland  Court  House,  Din- 
widdie Court  House,  Five  Forks,  Scott's  Farm,  Finney's  Mills,  Sailor's  Creek, 
and  Appomattox  Court  House. 

Very  respectfully, 

Ynnr  obedient  'servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 
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AVAR  Department, 
Adji'tant  General's  Ofp-ice, 
Washington,  January  SH,  1890. 
Colonel  John  P.  NiohoTjSOX.  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  November  22,  1889,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  followinf;  information  relative  to  tlie 
Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  September  to  November,  1862. 

Mustered   out.  June  16,  1865,  by  consolidation  with   the  First  and  Sixtli 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  form  the  Second  Provisional  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Return  for   June  30,  reports  22  officers  and  426 
men  present  for  duty. 

Loss  at  Gettysburg.     Four  (4)  men  captured  or  missing. 


Total  loss  in  actioQ. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed,          .    . 

4 

61 

6r> 

Wounded,         

18 

167 

185 

Captured  or  missing, 

3 

144 
372 

147 

Aggregate,    .    . 

25 

397 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

Killed  in  action, 

4 

01 

65 

Of  wounds  received  in  action, 

2 

42 

44 

Of  disease, 

124 

124 

Other  causes, 

4 

4 

Aggregate, 

6 

231 

237 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  1,900. 

Battles,  etc,  Occoquan,  Snyder's  Ford,  Occoquan,  Wiggenton's  Mills,  Ger- 
manna  Ford,  Chancellorsville,  Beverly  Ford  or  Brandy  Station.  Uppervillc, 
Ewell's  House,  Gettysburg,  Williamsport,  Boonsboro,  Beaver  Creek,  Funks- 
town,  Falling  Waters,  Brandy  Station,  Get-manna  Ford,  Morton's  Forrl, 
Stevensbnrg,  Brandy  Station,  Culpeper,  Oak  Hill,  Bealton,  Mine  Run, 
Barnett's  Ford,  Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  Yellow  Tavern,  Meadow  Bridge. 
Mechanicsville,  Hanovertown,  Matadequin  Creek,  Old  Church,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Trevilian  Station,  White  House,  Deep  Bottom,  Old  Toll  Gate,  Front 
Koyal,  Kearneysville,  Shepherdstown,  Smithfield,  Smithfield  Crossing,  Berr>-- 
ville  Crossing,  Opequon,  Middletown,  Berryville,  Smithfield,  Fisher's  Hill. 
Newtown,  Winchester,  Liberty  Mills,  Gordonsville,  Goochland  Court  House. 
Dinwiddie  Court  House,  Five  Forks,  Scott's  Farm,  Finney'.s  Mills,  Sailors 
Creek,  Appomattox  Court  House,  etc. 

\"ery  respectfully, 

C.   McKEEVER. 
Assislmit  Adjutant  Ociwral. 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

4 

44 

48 

}^ 

165 

173 

1:5 

:i:>A 

:?47 

0(58 
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Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Uenbeal's  Office, 
Wakhinoton,  Jaiiuary  18, 1889. 
Captain  H.  C.  Pottur,  1913  Spruce  xtreel.  Phitadelpliia,  I'u.  . 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  dOth  ult.,  1  have  the  honor  to  I'nr- 
nish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  statement  of  losses  sustained 
in  action  by  the  Ilighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  viz  . 

Killed 

Wounded, 
Captured  or  missing, 

Aggregate. 

Of  the  wounded  there  is  record  that  1  officer  and  12  men  died  from  the  effe<;t 
of  tlieir  wounds. 

Owing  to  the  defective  character  of  the  regimental  records  it  is  possible  that 
the  foregoing  figures  do  not  fully  represent  the  losses  sustained  by  the  ref;i- 
ment,  but  no  nearer  approximate  thereto  is  attainable.  Every  man  report(id 
on  the  rolls  and  returns  as  killed,  wounded  or  missing  has  been  counted. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Aetiny  Adjutant  ('rcueral. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washinoton,  February  6,  1889. 
Major  Samuei.  Harper,  Pittsburg.  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  tlie 
Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  August  to  December,  1862 

Mustered  out,  consolidated  June  24,  1865,  with  the  Twenty-second  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry  to  form  the  Third  Provisional  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.  The  return  for  June  30,  reports  31  officers  and  56.S 
men  "for  duty."     The  number  carried  into  action  is  not  of  record. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg  (including  skirmish  at  Hunterstownj,  killed,  2  men  ■ 
wounded,  4  men  ;  captured  or  missing,  8  men— 14. 

Battles,  etc.,  Chantilly,  Va.  (February,  1863),  Aldie,  Va.  (March,  1863). 
Hanover,  Pa.,  Hunterstown,  Pa. ,  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Monterey  Pass,  Pa.,  Smiths- 
burg,  Md.,  Hagerstown,  Md.  (July  6,  1863),  Boonsboro,  Md.,  Funkstown,  Md.. 
Hagerstown,  Md.  (July  12,  1863),  Falling  Waters,  Md.,  Port  Conway,  Va.. 
Brandy  Station,  Va.  (September  'l3,  1863),  Culpeper,  Va.  (September  13, 1863  >. 
Eapidan  Station,  Va.,  Robertson's  Ford,  Va.,  James  City,  Va.,  Culpeper,  V;i. 
(October  11,  1863),  Brandy  Station,  Va.  (October  11,  1863),  Groveton,  Va.. 
Buckland  Mills,  Va..  Hay  Market,  Va.,  Stevensburg,  Va.,  Raccoon  Ford,  Va., 
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Kilpatrick's  Raid,  Wilderness,  Va.,  Spotsylvania,  Va.,  Yellow  Tavern,  Va., 
Meadow  Bridge,  Va.,  Hanover  Court  House,  Va.,  Ashland  Station,  Va., 
Bethesda  Church,  Va.,  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Va.,  Yellow 
House  (Weldon  Railroad),  Va.,  Winchester,  Va.,  Summit  Point,  Va.,  Charles- 
town,  Va.,  Kearneysville,  Va.,  The  Opequon,  Va.,  Front  Royal,  Va.,  Milford, 
Va.,  Waynesboro,  Va.,  Brock's  Gap,  Va.,  Columbia  Furnace,  Va.,  Tom's 
Brook,  Va.,  Hupp's  Hill,  Va.,  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Lebanon  Church,  Va., 
Mount  Jackson,  Va. 


Casualties  in  action. 

Offiaers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed, 

4 

44 

48 

Wounded,     .    . 

8 

165 

173 

Captured  -or  missing,      .    . 

13 

334 

347 

Aggregate, 

25 

543 

568 

Deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action, 

4 

44 

48 

Of  wounds. 

1 

12 

13 

Of  disease, 

2 

309 

211 

Other    known    and     unknown 

causes. 

.    .    . 

20 

20 

Aggregate, 

7 

285 

292 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  2,020. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  Geneeal's  Office, 
Washistgton,  March  2,  1889 
Major  H.  C.  Potter,  United  Service  Club,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  . 

SlE  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  28th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  according  to  the  records  of  this  office  the  number  of  deaths  in  the 
Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  as  follows  : 

Officers.  Men.  TotaL 

Killed  in  action,            ...              4  44  48 

Of  wounds, 1  13  13 

Ofdisease,     ...               .                 2  209  211 
Other     known    und     unknown 

causes,   ...  20  20 


Aggregate 7  285  292 
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Of  these  131  died  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  there  being  1  of  wounds,  127 
of  disease,  1  of  sunstroke,  and  2  from  unknown  causes. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

M.  V.  SHERIDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  Geneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  March  14,  1888. 
Mr.  James  A.  Gabdkter,  Secretary  Battery  "B,"  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Ar- 
tillery, New  Castle,  Pa.  : 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  requesting  information  rela- 
tive to  the  casualties  sustained  by  Battery  "  B, "  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Ar- 
tillery, at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  1-3,  1863,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  in  reply,  that  the  official  compilation  of  losses  was  made  from  a  nominal 
list  of  casualties  dated  July  11,  1863,  and  authenticated  by  Colonel  C.  S.  Wain- 
wright,  commanding  the  Artillery  Brigade  of  the  First  Army  Corps.     This 
list  shows  McCleary  and  Hoagland  killed.  Miller,   Alcorn,   Phillips,  Temple, 
Pauly,  Shaffer,  Workman,  Taylor  and  Cornelius  wounded,  or  numerically  speak- 
ing, 2  men  killed  and  1  officer  and  8  men  wounded.     The  name  of  Reed  is  not 
borne  on  that  list,  but  since  attention  has  been  called  to  the  matter,  it  is  found 
upon  another  statement  embracing  the  losses  of  July  2  and  3 

It  also  appears  that  Alcorn  was  subsequently  reported  on  the  muster  rolls  as 
killed.  With  these  facts  in  view  it  is  deemed  proper  to  amend  the  statistical 
records  of  this  office  so  as  to  show  the  loss  of  Battery  "  B, "  First  Pennsylvania 
Light  Artillery,  at  Gettysburg,  to  have  been  3  men  killed,  and  1  officer  and  8 
men  wounded,  a  total  of  13. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  Jwme22,  1888. 
Lieutenant  James  A.  Gardner,  New  Castle,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.,  requesting  certain  information 
relative  to  the  services  of  Battery  "  B,"  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  I 
have  the  honor  to  furnish  the  followir.g  statement  compiled  from  the  records 
of  this  office,  viz  : 

Battles,  etc.,  Dranesville,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  (otherwise 
New  Marketer  Charles  City  Cross  Roads),  Malvern  Hill,  Gainesville,  Groveton, 
Bull  Run  (second).  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Pollock's  Mill 
(otherwise  Fitzhugh's  Crossing),  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run,  Wil- 

64 
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derness,  Spotsylvania  (otherwise  Laurel  Hill  and  Po  River),  North  Anna,  To- 
topotomoy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad  and 
Petersburg  (capture). 

Loss  In  action.  Killed,  2  officers  and  12  men  ;  wounded,  2  officers  and  57 
men. 

Deaths  during  tbe  war.  Killed  in  action,  2  officers  and  12  men  ;  ■  of  wounds, 
7  men  ;  of  disease,  16  men,  and  accidentally  1  man — 38. 

The  aggregate  number  of  rounds  of  ammunition  expended  by  the  battery  is 
not  shown  by  the  records.  Your  inquiry  as  to  the  battery  that  sustained  the 
greatest  loss  in  action  cannot  at  present  be  answered.  To  properly  ascertain 
the  facts  would  necessitate  an  examination  of  the  records  of  every  battery  in 
active  field  service,  and  the  pressure  of  pension  and  other  current  work  renders 
this  impracticable. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wab  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  11,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Hakpeb,  Pittsburg,  Pa. . 

Sib  :  Agreeably  to  your  reoueat  of  the  9th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz  : 

Battery  "  B,"  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery. 

Mustered  in,  June  28,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  January  4,  1864. 
Mustered  out,  June  9,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Three  officers  and  111  men  (June  30),  "present  for 
duty."     The  number  actually  engaged  is  not  of  record. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate), 332. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wak  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  11,  1888. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa. . 

Sib  ;  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  9th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information,  viz  ; 

Ninety-eighth  Pennsyliiania  Infantry. 

On  the  Istof  Aug'ist,  1861,  Colonel  John  F.  Ballier  of  the  Twenty-first  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry  (3  months  volunteers),  was  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of 
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War  to  raise  a  regiment  for  three  years'  service,  aud  this  organization  was 
called  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  till  sometime  in  November  or  December, 
1861,  when  its  designation  was  changed  to  the  Ninety-eighth. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General, 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  Februarys,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ■ 

Sir  :  As  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  ulf.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  Battery 
"  F,"  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  viz  : 

Mustered  in,  July  8,  1861. 

Re-enlisted,  December,  1863. 

Mustered  out,  June  9,  1865. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg  (including  those  of  Battery  "  G."  First  Pennsylvania 
Artillery  temporarily  attached). 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed, 

. 

6 

6 

Wounded, 

.    .              1 

13 

14 

Captured  or  missing,      .   . 

•   • 

3 

3 

Aggregate, 

1 

23 

23 

One  man  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  his  wound. 

Losses  in  action  during  the  war  (including  those  of  Battery  "  G"  in  the  en- 
gagements from  Gettysburg  to  Morton's  Ford,  see  list  of  battles,  etc.,  to 
follow)  : 


OJjfkers. 

Men. 

Total. 

12 

12 

3 

40 

43 

1 

12 

13 

4 

64 

68 

Killed 

Wounded,     .    . 
Captured  or  missicg,  . 

Aggregate,    .        .    . 

Strength  of  consolidated  battery  at  Gettysburg.     The  return  for  June  30,  re- 
ports 3  officers  and  141  men  "  for  duty." 
Deaths  in  Battery  "  F,"  during  the  war  : 

Officers. 
Killed  in  action, 

Of  wounds,  .  .    .  I 

Of  disease 


Aggregate, 


Meti. 

Total. 

9 

9 

2 

3 

10 

10 

21 

22 
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Battles,  etc.,  Port  Frederick,  Md.,  Dam  No.  5,  Md.,  Hancock,  Md.,  Bunker  ■ 
Hill,  Va.,  Winchester,  Va.,  Rappahannock  Station,  Va.  (April  18,  1862)) 
Cedar  Mountain,  Va. ,  Rappahannock  Station,  Va.  (August  "21,  1863),  Thorough- 
fare Gap,  Va.,  Bull  Eun,  Va.  (second),  Chantilly,  Va.,  Antietam,  Md.,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,  Fitzhugh's  Crossing,  Va.,  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  Auburu,  Va.,  Bristoe  Station,  Va.,  Kelly's  Ford,  Va.,  Mine  Run,  Va., 
Morton's  Ford,  Va.,  Wilderness,  Va.,  Spotsylvania,  Va.,  North  Anna,  Va., 
Totopotomoy,  Va.,  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  Petersburg  Va.  (sitge),  Deep  Bottom, 
Va.,  Petersburg,  Va.  (capture). 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate)  342. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Department, 
Adjutant  Genekal's  Office, 
Washington,  November  13,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  NiCHOLSO»f,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissionei's  : 
SiE  :    Complying  with  your  request  of  the  5th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  of&ce  the  follovping  information  relative  to  Bat- 
tery "F,"  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  viz  . 
Mustered  in,  July  8,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December,  1863 
Mustered  out,  June  9,  1865. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg  (including   those   of  Battery  G,   First   Pennsylvania 
Light  Artillery  temporarily  attached). 

Officers. 

Killed 

Wounded 1 

Captured  or  missing,      .    .    . 


Aggregate, 


Men. 

Total. 

6 

6 

13 

14 

3 

3 

22 

23 

One  man  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  his  wound. 

Losses  in  action  during  the  war  (including  those  of  Battery  G,  in  the  en- 
gagements from  Gettysburg  to  Morton's  Ford,  see  list  of  battles,  etc.,  to  fol- 
low) : 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

12 

12 

3 

40 

43 

1 

12 

13 

4 

64 

68 

Killed 

Wounded,        

Captured  or  missing,     .    . 

Aggregate,    ,    ,    .    , 

Strength  of  consolidated  battery  at  Gettysburg.     The  return  for  .lune  30 
reports  3  officers  and  141  men  "for  duty." 
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Deat)is  in  Battery  F,  during  the  wai 

Killed  in  action, 

Of  wounds,  ....  1 

Of  disease,        ....... 


Aggregate,    .    .  1 


Men. 

TnM. 

9 

9 

0 

■i 

10 

10 

21 

22 

Battles,  etc.,  Fort  Frederick,  Md.,  Dam  No.  5,  Md.,  Hancock,  Md.,  Bunker 
Hill,  Va.,  Winchester,  Va.,  Rappahannock  Station,  V;i.  (April  18, 1862),  Cedar 
Mountain,  Va.,  Rappahannock  Station,  Va.  (August  21,  1863),  Thoroughfare 
Gap,  Va.,  Bull  Run,  Va.  (second),  Chantilly,  Va.,  Antletam,  Md.,  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  Fitzhugh's  Crossing,  Va.,  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  Gettysbarg,  Pa., 
Auburn,  Va.,  Bristoe  Station,  Va.,  Kelly's  Ford,  Va.,  Mine  Kun,  Va.,  Mor- 
tpn's  Ford,  Va.,  Wilderness,  Va.,  Spotsylvania,  Va.,  North  Anna,  Va.,  Toto- 
potomoy,  Va.,  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  Petersburg,  Va.  (siege),  Deep  Bottom.  Va., 
Petersburg,  Va.  (capture). 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  342 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  Oeneral. 


War  Dbpaetmbnt, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  February  9,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa. . 

Sir  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  the  17th  ult..  I  have  the  honor  to  fur- 
nish from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information   relative  to   Bat- 
tery G,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  viz 
Mustered  in,  July  25,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  June  29,  1865. 

Strength  and  losses  at  Gettysburg.      (See  letter  of  this  date   in   relation  to 
Battery  F,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery). 

Losses  in  action  during  the  war  (exclusive  of  those  incurred  while  attached 
to  Battery  F). 


Killed,  ,    . 
Wounded,         .    .    . 
Captured  or  missing. 

Aggregate, 


Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

1 

11 

12. 

3 

44 

47 

14 

14 

4 

69 

73 

1014  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 


Deaths. 
Killed  in  action, 
Of  wounds,     .   . 
Of  disease,  . 
Accident,    .    .    . 


Officers. 

Men. 

Tom. 

I 

14 
1 

15 
1 

11 

11 

1 

1 

1 

27 

28 

Aggregate,  .... 

Battles,  etc.,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,   Glendale,   Groveton,   Bull  Run 
(second),  Eredericksburg,  Fitzhugh's  Crossing,  Chancellorsville. 

In  the  combats  at  Gettysburg,  Auburn,   Bristoe  Station,  Kelly's  Ford,  Mine 
Run   and  Morton's  Ford,  the  ofScers  and  men   of  this  command  were  "tem- 
porarily "  attached  to  Battery  F,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  and  the  losses 
(if  any)  at  those  places  are  counted  with  the  latter  battery. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  340. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Department. 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  13,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  • 

SlE  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  5th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  Bat- 
tery G,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  July  35,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  June  39,  1865. 

Strength  and  losses  at  Gettysburg.     (See  letter  of  this  date  in  relation  to 
Battery  F,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery.) 

Losses  in  action  during  the  war  (exclusive  of  those  incurred  while  attached 
to  Battery  F). 

Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed, 1  11  12 

Wounded, 3  44  47 

Captured  or  missing,        ....  14  14 

Aggregate, 4  69  73 

Deaths.  Officers.             Men.  Total. 

Killed  in  action, 1                    14  15 

Of  wounds,             1  1 

Of  disease 11  H 

Accident, 1  l 

Aggregate,       1  27  28 
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Battles,  etc.,  Mechiiuicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross 
Heads,  Groveton,  Bull  Eun  (second),  Fredericksburg,  Pitzhugh's  Crossing, 
Chaucellorsville. 

In    the  combats  at  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Bristoe   Station,   Kelly's    Ford, 
Mine  Run  and  Morton's  Ford,  the  officers  and  men  of  this  command  were  ' '  tem- 
porarily "  attached  to  Battery  F,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  and  the 
losses  (if  any)  at  those  places  are  counted  with  the  latter  battery. 
Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  340. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Wak  Dbpaetmbnt, 
Adjutant  Gbnebal's  Office, 
Washington,  July  1,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nichot-son,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

SlE  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  following  statement  relative  to  Battery  "  C,"  Pennsylvania  Light 
Artillery,  was  furnished  under  date  of  March  11,  1889,  to  the  late  Major 
Samuel  Harper,  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Get- 
tysburg Monuments,  viz : 

Mustered  in,  November  6,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  January  1,  1864. 
Mustered  out,  June  30,  1865. 

Effective  strength  at  Gettysburg  (consolidated  Battery  C  and  F),  5  officers 
and  100  men— 105. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Wounded, 3  8  11 

Captured  or  missing,  3  3 


Aggregate, 


11  14 


One  man  subsequently  died  from  the  effect  of  his  wound. 


Total  loss  in  action. 
Killed,          .... 

Wounded, 

Captured  or  missing. 

Officers. 

.    .              5 

Men. 

2 

35 

9 

Total. 
2 
40 
9 

Aggregate,            .    . 

.    .               5 

46 

51 

Total  deaths. 
Killed  in  action. 
Of  wounds,  . 
Of  disease,     ... 
Other  causes,   .    . 

Officers. 

Men. 
2 
2 
8 
3 

Total. 

2 
2 
8 
3 

Aggregate,     .        .    . 

15 

15 
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Battles,  etc.,  Eappahannock  Station,  Cedar  Mountain,  Crooked  Run,  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Bull  Run  (second),  Chantilly,  Antie. 
tarn,  Fredericksburg,  Puidy's  Dam,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mitchell's 
Ford,  Mine  Run,  Morton's  Ford. 

The  total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  325. 

From  June  3,  1863,  to  March  25,  1864,  Batteries  C  and  F,  Pennsylvania  Ar- 
tillery served  as  a  consolidated  battery,  but  the  foregoing  statement  relates  ex- 
clusively to  the  record  of  Battery  C,  excepting  the  report  of  strength  at  Gettys- 
burg, which  cannot  be  stated  separately. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 


Wae  Dbpaetment, 
Adjutant  Genbeal's  Oppicb, 
Washington,  January  28,  1890. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners : 

SlB  :  Complying  with  your  request  of  November  20,  1889,  I  have  the  honor 
to  furnish  from  the  records  of  this  ofi&ce  the  following  information  relative  to 
Battery  E  (Knap's)  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  October  1,  1861. 
Re-enlisted,  December  30,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  June  14,  1865. 

Strength  at  Gettysburg.     Four  (4)  officers  and  135  men. 

Loss  at  Gettysburg.     Three  (3)  men  wounded.     One  subsequently  died  from 
the  effect  of  his  wound. 


Total  loss  in  action. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed, 

1 

7 

8 

Wounded,            .        .    . 

3 

50 

53 

Captured  or  missinji,       .    . 

.35 

35 

Aggregate, 

4 

92 

96 

Total  deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Killed  in  action,     .           ... 

1 

7 

8 

Of  wounds  received  in  action. 

1 

4 

5 

Of  disease,                           .    . 

11 

n 

Aggregate, 

2 

22 

24 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  390. 

Battles,  etc.,  Poiat  of  Rocks,  Leesburg,  Middleburg,  Front  Royal,  Cedar 
Mountain,  Culpeper  Court  House,  Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg, 
Wauhatchie,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold  (or  Taylor's 
Ridge),  Mill  Creek  Gap,  Resaca,  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek,  New  Hope  Church, 
Pine  Knob,  Kulp  House,  Dallas,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Atlanta,  Savannah,  Durham  Station  or  Bennett's  House. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assdsianl  Adjutant  General. 
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War  Department, 
Adjutant  Uicneeal's  Office, 
Washington,  March  1\,  1889. 
Major  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  .lanuary  17,  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  lur- 
nish  trom  the  records  of  this  office  the  following  information  relative  to  Battery 
F,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  October  8,  1861. 
Ee-enlisted,  February  27,  1864. 
Mustered  out,  June  26,  1865. 

Effective  strength  at  Gettysburg  (consolidated  Battery  C  and  F).     Five  offi- 
cers and  100  men — lO.!. 

Losses  at  Gettysburg.  Officers.  Men.  Total. 

Killed 2  2 

Wounded, ;>  10  12 

Aggregate,        2  12  14 


One  officer  and  1  man  subsequently  died  from  the  etfect  of  their  wounds. 

Total  loss  in  action.  Offi.ceris.  Men..  Total. 

Killed, 1  5  6 

Wounded,  2  29  31 

Captured  or  missing,  .  9  9 


Aggregate,  .    .  3  43  46 


Total  deaths. 
Killed  in  action. 
Of  wounds, 
O''  disease, 
Accidental, 


Officers. 

3/ra. 

Total. 

1 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

15 

15 

1 

1 

Aggregat<.  2  23  25 


Battles,  etc.,  Strasburg,  Winchester,  Freeman's  Ford,  White  SulphurSprings, 
Waterloo,  Groveton,  Bull  Euu  (second),  Chantilly,  Antietam,  Charlestown, 
Winchester,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mitehell's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Mor- 
ton's Ford. 

Total  enrolment  (approximate  estimate),  315. 

From  June  3,  1863,  to  March  25,  1864,  Batteries  C  and  F,  Pennsylvania  Ar- 
tillery served  as  a  consolidated  battery,  but  the  foregoing  statement  relates  ex- 
clusively to  the  record  of  Battery  F,  excepting  the  report  of  strength  at  Gettys- 
burg, which  cannot  be  stated  separately. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Adjutant  Oeneral. 
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War  Depaetment, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  August  12,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson.  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  10th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
yon  that  the  second  section  of  Battery  H,  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  was 
temporarily  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  June  28  to  July  7,  1863. 
Papers  inclosed  by  you  are  herewith  returned. 

Respectfully, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Adjutant  General. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  November  26,  1889. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  20th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  from  the  records  of  this  of&ce  the  following  information  relative  to 
Battery  H,  Third  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  viz  : 
Mustered  in,  January  19,  1863. 
Mustered  out,  July  25,  1865. 

It  was  mounted  as  a  battery  of  light  artillery  May  6,  1863,  and  the  second 
section  participated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.     The  strength  of  the  section 
on  July  2,  was  2  officers  and  50  men  "  present  for  duty." 
Loss  at  Gettysburg.     One  (1)  man  missing. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  McKEEVEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Record  and  Pension  Office, 
War  Department, 
Washington  City, 

August  17,  1893. 
Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners  : 
Sir  :  In  response  to  your  verbal  -request  of  the  29th  ultimo,  to  be  furnished 
with  certain  information  from  the  records  of  this  department,  to  be  used  in  the 
inscriptions  to  be  placed  upon  the  monument  to  be  erected  to  the  Twenty-first 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  at  Gettysburg,  viz.,  the  total  enrolment  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Pennsylvania  (six  mouths)  Cavalry  ;  total  number  of  ofiicers  and  men 
killed  ;  total  of  officers  and  men  wounded,  and  total  of  officers  and  men  cap- 
tured and  missing  ;"and  also  to  be  furnished  with  the  same  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  three  years'  organization,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you  that  the  rolls  of  both  (the  six 
month  and  three  years)  organizations  of  the  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
have  been  carefully  examined  and  the  following  is  believed  to  be  as  nearly 
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a  correct  statement  of  the  total  enrolmeot  and  casualties  of  these  regiments  as 
can  be  obtained  from  the  records: 

Twenty-first  Peiinsi/lranin  (laviilry—tiU  Montlts'  Organization. 
Enrolment— Officers,  47;  enlisted  men,  1,070;  total,  1,117. 

Killed,       . 

Wounded, 

Captured, 


Officer!^. 

Id. 

\  listed  Men. 

Total. 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Total,  .         0^  4  4 

Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry — Three  Years'  Organization. 
Enrolment— Officers,  59;   enlisted  men,  1,665;  total,  1724. 

Officers.             Enlisted  Men.  Total. 

Killed,  .                   ....        1                            49  50 

Wounded,            .                     12                          196  208 

Captured,                       .           1 "                         33  33 

Missing,                                       3                            22  25 

Total,      ....    ^  ^9  316 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  C.  AINSWORTH, 
Colonel  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Record  and  Pension  Office. 


Rkcoed  and  Pension  Office, 
War  Department, 
Washington  City, 

August  38,  1893. 

Colonel   John    P.  Nicholson,  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Commissioners: 

SlE  ;  In  reply  to  your  letter  ol  the  25th  instant,  requesting  to  be  advised, 
for  monumental  purposes,  of  the  total  number  who  died  of  wounds  or  disease 
in  the  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  during  the  periods  of  its  service  as  a 
six  months'  and  as  a  three  years'  organization,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  inform  you  that  the  following  statement  has  been  compiled  from  the 
rolls  of  the  regiment  and  from  the  medical  records,  and  that  it  is  as  nearly  ac- 
curate as  can  be  turnished  : 

Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry — Six  Months. 

Officers.  Enlisted  Men.  Total. 

Died  of  wounds,     ...        0  0  0 

Died  of  disease,  .0  17  17 

Total, 0  17  17 
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Twenly-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry — Three  Years. 


Officers. 

Enlisted  Men. 

Total. 

Died  of  wounds,    .    . 

.    .        1 

24 

25 

Died  of  disease.      .    . 

1 

93 

94 

Total, 


117 


119 


Very  respectfully, 

F.  C.  AINSWOKTH, 
Colonel  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Record  and  Pension  Office. 


INSCRIPTIONS 

ON 

Monuments  of  Pennsylvania  Regiments 

ENGAGED    IN   THE 

BATTLE  OF  GETTYSBURG,  PA. 


llTH  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
2d  Brigade  2d  Division  1st  Corps 

Mustered  in  April  36  1861 

Mustered  out  Aug.  1  1861 

Mustered  in  Sept.-Nov.  1861 

Ee-enlisted  Jan.  1  1864 

Mustered  out  July  1  1865 
Recruited  in  Lycoming  Clinton  Luzerne  Northumberland  Montour  West- 
moreland Cumberland  Allegheny  Carbon  and  Dauphin  counties 
Present  at  Gettysburg  33  officers  &  269  men 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds  13  men 

Wounded  8  officers  54  men 

Captured  or  missing  57  men 

Total  132 

Total  enrolment  2096 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds  13  officers  219  men  Total  231 

Wounded  43  officers  729  men      "     772 

Died  of  disease  etc.  4  officers  167  men      "      171 

Captured  or  missing  5  officers  253  men      "     258 

Total  casualties  1432 

Hoke's  Run  Wilderness 

Cedar  Mountain  Spotsylvania 

Rappahannock  Station  North  Anna 

Thoroughfare  Gap  Totopotomoy 

Bull  Run  (2d)  Bethesda  Church 

Chantilly  Cold  Harbor 

South  Mountain  Petersburg 

Antietam  Weldon  Railroad 

Fredericksburg  Dabney's  Mill 

Chancellorsville  Boydton  Road  (or  Gravelly  Run) 

Gettysburg  Five  Forks 

Mine  Run  Appomattox 
(1021) 
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26th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

Jaly  2     Went  into  action  here  with  365  officers  and  men 
Killed  30  Wounded  17Q  Missing  7  Total  213 

Coat  of  Arms 

1st  Brig.  2d  Div.  3d  Corps 

Eecrnited  in  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  May  a7th  1861 
Mustered  ont  June  18th  1864 
Right  of  3rd  Corps  on  this  line 

Yorktown  Second  Bull  Run 

Williamsburg  Fredericksburg 

Oak  Grove  Chanoellorsville 

Peach  Orchard  Gettysburg 

Glendale  Wapping  Heights 

Malvern  Hill  Kelly's  Ford 

Malvern  Hill  (second)  Mine  Run 

Bristoe  Station  Wilderness 

Groveton  Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 


27th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
1st  Brigade  2d  Division  11th  Corps 

July  1  1863  The  Regiment  moved  with  the  Brigade  on  the  afternoon  to  N. 
E.  side  of  Gettysburg  where  it  became  actively  engaged  covering  the  retreat  of 
the  Corps  It  then  withdrew  to  this  position  where  after  dark  of  the  2nd  it  as- 
sisted in  repulsing  a  desperate  assault  of  the  enemy  It  subsequently  moved 
into  the  Cemetery  where  it  remained  until  the  close  of  the  battle 

Present  at  Gettysburg    19  officers  and  305  men 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded  2  officers    7  men 

Wounded  3  officers  23  men 

Captured  1  officer    75  men 

Total  111 

Organized  in  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  May  31  1861 
Mustered  ont  June  1 1  1864 

Cross  Keys  Gettysburg 

Rappahannock  River  Hagerstown 

Groveton  Missionary  Ridge 

2nd  Bull  Run  Rocky  Face  Ridge 

Chancellorsville  Resaca 

Dallas 
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2»rH  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
1st  Brig.  2d  Div.  12th  Corps 
July  3rd  1863 
Mustered  in  June  28th  1861 
Re-eolisted  December  23d  1863 
Mustered  out  July  18th  1865 
Arrived  at  5  p.  m.  July  1st  and  went  into  position  on  the  ridge  north  of 
Little  Round  Top     At  6.20  a.  m.  July  2nd  moved  to  Gulp's  Hill  where  the 
regiment  was  advanced  to  Rock  Creek  to  support  the  skirmish  line     At  dark 
retired  and  moved  with  the  Brigade     Returned  at  about  3  a.  m.  July  3rd  and 
at  8  a.  m.  relieved  the  troops  in  the  breast  works  was  relieved  in  turn  and 
again  advanced  and  occupied  the  works  from  4  p.  m.  to  10  p.  m. 
Present  at  Gettysburg    13  officers  and  290  men 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded  6  men  Wounded  1  officer  and  19  men  Captured 
or  missing  2  men 


29th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

July  2  Position  of  the  regiment  At  7  p.  m.  the  Brigade  was  withdrawn 
and  on  returning  daring  the  night  found  the  enemy  in  these  works  The  Regi- 
ment took  position  in  rear  of  this  line  with  its  right  as  indicated  by  the  tablet 
erected  to  the  left  and  rear  and  from  there  a  charge  of  the  enemy  at  day-liglit 
of  the  3rd  was  repulsed  After  a  contest  of  over  seven  hours  in  which  the  Regi- 
ment participated  it  re-occupied  and  held  the  works  until  the  close  of  the 
battle 

Present  at  Getty.sburg     485 

Killed  15 

Wounded  43 

Captured  or  missing  8 

Recruited  in  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  July  1861 
Ee-enlisted  Dec.  8  1863 
Mustered  out  July  17  1865 
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1st  PENNSYLVANIA  RESERVES 

30th  Infantry 

1st  Brigade  3d  Division  5th  Corps 

Mustered  in  May  30-June  10  1861 

Mustered  out  June  13  1864 
Recruited   in   Chester  Lancaster  Delaware  York  Cumberland  and  Adams 
counties 

Present  at  Gettysburg  26  officers  and  418  men 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds 
Wounded 

Total  enrolment  1100 


13  men 
3  officers  &  30  men 


Killed  &  died  of  wounds 
Died  of  disease  etc. 
Wounded 
Captured' or  missing 


6  officers  &  103  men 

2  •■        •'    65     " 
16       "        "311     " 

3  "        •'    83     " 


27 


561 


Total  casualties  588 
Co.  "  K  "  recruited  at  Gettysburg 


Mechanicsville 

Gaines'  Mill 

Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross  Roads 

Malvern  Hill 

Groveton 

2d  Bull  Run 

South  Mountain 

Antietam 

Fredericksburg 


Gettysburg 
Bristoe  Station 
Rappahannock  Station 
Mine  Run 
Wilderness 
Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Bethesda  Church 


July  2d  in  the  evening  charged  from  the  hill  in  rear  to  this  position  and  held 
it  until  the  afternoon  of  July  3d  when  the  Brigade  advanced  through  the  woods 
to  the  front  and  left  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing  many  prisoners 


Pennfiylvania  af  Gettysburg. 


1025 


2d  PENNSYLVANIA  RESERVES 

31st  Infantry 

1st  Brigade  3d  Division  5th  Corps 

Mustered  in  May  27  1861 

Mustered  out  June  16  1864 

Recruited  at  Philadelphia 

Present  at  Gettysburg  24  officers  and  249  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds 

Wounded 

Captured  or  missing 

Total  enrolment  850 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds 
Died  of  disease  etc. 
Wounded 
Captured  or  missing 


9  men 


2  officers  &  25 

1 

4  officers 

82 

2       " 

62 

21       " 

176 

5       " 

48 

33 


368 


Total  casualties  400 


Mechanics  ville 

Gaines'  Mill 

Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross  Beads 

Mai  yern  Hill 

Groveton 

2d  Bull  Run 

South  Mountain 

Antietam 

Fredericksburg 


Gettysburg 
Bristoe  Station 
Rappahannock  Station 
Mine  Run 
Wild  erness 
Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Eethesda  Church 


July  2d  in  the  evening  charged  from  the  hill  in  rear  to  this  position  and 
held  it  until  the  afternoon  of  July  3d  when  the  Brigade  advanced  through 
the  woods  to  the  front  and  left  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing  many  prisoners 
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5th  PENNSYLVANIA  EESEEVES 

34th  Infantry 

3d  Brigade  3d  Division  5th  Corps 

Mustered  in  May  28— June  12  1861 
Mustered  out  June  11  1864 

Recruited  in  Centre   Lancaster  Huntingdon    Lycoming    Northumberland 
Clearfield  Union  and  Bradford  counties 

Present  at  Gettysburg  24  officers  &  310  men 

Wounded  2  men 

Total  enrolment  1050 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds  14  officers  and  110  men 
Died  of  disease  etc.  69     " 

Wounded  14       "        "    211     " 
Captured  or  missing  5       "         "     115     " 

33  505 

Total  casualties  538 

Mechanicsville  Gettysburg 

Gaines'  Mill  Bristoe  Station 
Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross  Roads    Rappahannock  Station 

Malvern  Hill  Mine  Run 

Groveton  Wilderness 

2d  Bull  Run  Spotsylvania 

South  Mountain  North  Anna 

Antietam  Totopotomoy 

Fredericksburg  Bethesda  Church 

Occupied  this  position  on  the  evening  of  July  2d  and  held  it  to  the  close  of 
the  battle 
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6th  PENNSYLVANIA  RESERVES 

35th  Infantry 

1st  Brigade  3d  Division  5tli  Corps 

Mustered  in  May  28 — June  1  1861 
Mustered  out  June  11  1864 

Recruited  in  Bradford  Columbia  Dauphin  Tioga  Susquehanna  Snyder  Wayne 
Franklin  &  Montour  counties 
Present  at  Gettysburg  25  officers  &  355  men 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds  3  men 

Wounded  1  officer  &  20     " ' 

Total  enrolment  1050 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds  2  officers  &  107  men 
Died  of  disease  etc.  72     " 

Wounded  19      "      "  286     " 

Captured  or  missing  2      "      "    61     " 

23  526 

Total  casualties  549 

Dranesville  Bristoe  Station 

Peninsular  Campaign  Rappahannock  Station 

Gioveton  Mine  Run 

2d  Bull  Run  Wilderness 

South  Mountain  Spotsylvania 

Antietam  North  Anna 

Fredericksburg  Totopotomoy 

Gettysburg  Bethesda  Church 

July  2d  in  the  evening  charged  from  the  hill  In  rear  to  this  position  and  held 
it  until  the  afternoon  of  July  3d  when  the  Brigade  advanced  through  the 
woods  to  the  front  &  left  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing  many  prisoners 
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9th  PENNA.  reserves 

38th  Penna.  Infantry 
3d  Brig.  3d  Div.  5th  Corps 

The  Regiment  arrived  on  the  field  July  2d  about  5  p.  m.  with  377  officers 
and  men  and  soon  after  removed  to  this  position  and  held  it  until  the  close  of 
the  battle  with  a  loss  of  five  wounded 

Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Allegheny  Beaver  and  Crawford 

Mustered  in  State  service  April  &  May  1361 

Mustered  in  U.  S.  service  July  28th  1861 

Mustered  out  May  12th  1864 

Total  enrolment  1090 


Killed  and  died  of  wounds 
Died  of  disease  etc. 
Wounded 
Captured  or  missing 

Total  loss  572 

Drauesville 

Mechanicsville 

Gaiues'  Mill 

Charles  City  Cross  Roads 

Malvern  Hill 

Gainesville 

Grovetou 


6  officers  108  men 

1  "        53     " 

10       "      294     " 

2  "         98     " 

2d  Bull  Run 
South  Mountain 
Antietam 
Fredericksburg 
Gettysburg 
Bristoe  Station 
Mine  Run 


Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg.  1029 


10th  PENNSYLVANIA  RESERVES 

39th  Penna.  Infantry 

Sd  Brigade  3d  Division  5th  Corps 

July  2d  occupied  this  line  of  stone  fence  and  remained  from  5  p.  m.  until 
the  close  of  the  battle 

Present  at  Gettysburg  28  officers  and  392  men 

Killed  2  men 

Wounded  3     " 

Total  5 

Mustered  in  June  3  to  July  3  1861 
Mustered  out  June  11 1864 

Recruited  in  "Warren  Crawford  Mercer  Venango  La'wrence  Clarion  Beaver 
Washington  and  Somerset  counties 
Total  enrolment  1150 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  7  officers  130  men  Total  137 

Died  of  disease  etc. 

Wounded  13 

Captured  and  missing  3 

Total  casualties  604 
Dranesville  Antietam 

Mechanicsville  Fredericksburg 

Gaines'  Mill  Gettysburg 

Glendale  Bristoe  Station 

Malvern  Hill  Mine  Run 

Gainesville  Wilderness 

Groveton  Spotsylvania 

2nd  Bull  Run  North  Anna 

South  Mountain  Totopotomoy 

Bethesda  Church 


50     " 

"      50 

261     " 

"    274 

140     " 

"    143 
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llTH  PENNSYLVANIA  RESERVES 

40th  Infantry 

3d  Brigade  3d  Division  5th  Corps 

Mustered  in  May  9 — July  5  1861 
Mustered  out  June  13  1864 

Recruited  in  Cambria  Indiana  Butler  Fayette  Armstrong  "Westmoreland  and 
Jefferson  counties 

Present  at  Gettysburg  25  officers  and  367  men 

Killed  1  officer  and    4  men 

Wounded  2      "       "    33     " 

Total  enrolment  1200 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds  11  officers  and  185  men 
Died  of  disease  etc.  1       "         "    113     " 

Wounded  18      "        "    260    " 

Captured  or  missing  31      "        "    727     " 

61  1285 

Total  casualties  1346 

Mechanicsville  Gettysburg 

Gaines'  Mill  Bristoe  Station 
Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross  Roads       Rappahannock  Station 

Malvern  Hill  Mine  Run 

Groveton  Wilderness 

2d  Bull  Run  Spotsylvania 

South  Mountain  North  Anna 

Antietam  Totopotomoy 

Fredericksburg  Bethesda  Church 

July  2d  in  the  evening  charged  from  the  hill  in  rear  to  this  position  and 
held  it  until  the  afternoon  of  July  3d  when  the  Brigade  advanced  through  the 
woods  to  the  front  and  left  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing  many  prisoners 
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12th  PENNSYLVANIA  EESERVES 

41st  Infantry 

3d  Brigade  3d  Division  5th  Corps 

Mustered  in  May  30-- July  3  1861 
Mustered  out  June  11  1864 

Recruited  in  Philadelphia  Wyoming  Bradford  Dauphin  Northampton  Weat- 
morelaad  York  Indiana  Huntingdon  and  Franklin  counties 
Present  at  Gettysburg  26  officers  and  294  men 

Killed  1  man 

Wounded  1     " 

Total  enrolment  1100 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds  1  ofiilcer  &  112  men 

Died  of  disease  etc.  1       "      "    69     " 

Wounded  15       "      "211     " 

Captured  or  missing  2      "      "95     " 
Total  casualties  506 

Dranesville  Fredericksburg 

Mechauiesville  Gettysburg 

Gaines'  Mill  Bristoe  Station 

Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross  Eoads  Rappahannock  Station 

Malvern  Hill  Mine  Run 

Groveton  Wilderness 

2d  Bull  Run  Spotsylvania 

South  Mountain  North  Anna 

Antietam  Totopotomoy 
Bethesda  Church 

Occupied  this  position  on  the  evening  of  July  2d  and  held  it  to  the  close  of 
the  battle 
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13th  PENNSYLVANIA  RESERVES 

(1st  Rifles) 

42d  Infantry 

1st  Brigade  3d  Division  5th  Corjis 

Bucktails 

Mustered  in  May  28— June  11,  1861 
Mustered  out  June  11 1864 

Recruited  in  Tioga  Perry  Cameron  Warren  Carbon  Elk  Chester  McKean  and 
Clearfield  counties 
Present  at  Grettysburg  30  ofl9cers  and  319  men 

Killed  &  died  of  wounds  2  officers  and    9  men 

Wounded  8      "        "    27     " 

Captured  or  missing  2     " 

Total  enrolment  1200 


Killed  &  died  of  wounds 
Died  of  disease  etc. 
Wounded 
Captured  or  missing 


11  officers  and  151  men 
1      "        "      92    " 

29       "         "    395     " 

12  "         "    243     " 


53 


881 


Total  casualties  934 


Dranesville 

Strasburg 

Woodstock 

Mount  Jackson 

Harrisonburg 

Cross  Keys 

Mechanicsville 

Gaines'  Mill 

Glendale  or  New  Market  Cross  Roads 

Malvern  Hill 

Catlett's  Station 

Groveton 

2d  Bull  Run 


South  Mountain 
Antietam 
Fredericksburg 
Gettysburg 
Bristoe  Station 
Rappahannock  Station 
Mine  Run 
Wilderness 
Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Bethesda  Church 


July  3d  in  the  evening  charged  from  the  hill  in  rear  to  this  position  and 
held  it  until  the  afternoon  of  July  3d  when  the  Brigade  advanced  through  the 
woods  to  the  front  and  left  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing  many  prisoners 
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46th  PENNA.  infantry 
1st  Brigade  1st  Division  13th  Corps 
July  a     The  Regiment  constructed  and  held  these  works  until  evening  when 
the  Division  moved  to  support  the  left  of  the  line     Returning  in  the  night  the 
enemy  was  found  in  the  works  and  the  Regiment  was  posted  in  the  open  field 
in  the  rear  until  the  enemy  was  driven  out  when  it  returned  and  held  the 
works  until  the  close  of  the  battle 
Present  at  Gettysburg  262 

Killed  2  men 

Wounded  1  officer  9  men 

Missing  1  man 

Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Mifflin  Allegheny  Lehigh  Northampton  Dauphin 
Berks  Potter  Luzerne  and  Northumberland 
Mustered  in  Sept.  2  1861 
Re-enlisted  Jany.  13  1864 
Mustered  out  July  16  1865 

Winchester  Pine  Knob 

Cedar  Mountain  Kulp's  Farm 

Antietam  Peach  Tree  Creek 

Chancellorsville  Atlanta 

Gettysburg  March  to  the  Sea 

Resaca  Savannah 

Cassville  Averysboro 

Dallas  Bentonville 
Durham  Station  (surrender) 


49th  PENNA.  INFANTRY 
3rd  Brig.  1st  Div.  6th  Corps 
This  regiment  made  a  continuous  march  from  Manchester  Md.  arriving  on 
the  field  the  afternoon  of  July  2     Occupied  this  position  in  reserve  from  \  he 
morning  of  the  3rd  until  the  enemy's  assault  in  the  afternoon  when  it  moved 
to  support  center  thence  to  Round  Top 
Organized  September  14  1861 
Re-enlisted  December  24  1863 
Mustered  out  July  15  1865 
Total  enrolment  1400 

Killed  in  action  91 

Died  of  wounds  58 

Died  of  disease  173 

Wounded  333 

Captured  or  missing  74 

Total  losses  729 

Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Centre  Chester  Huntingdon  Miffiin  and  Juniata 
Yorktown   Williamsburg  Seven   Days    Antietam  Fredericksburg    Marye's 
Heights  Salem  Heights  Gettysburg  Rappahannock  Station  Mine  Run  Wilder- 
ness Spotsylvania  North  Anna  Totopotomoy  Cold  Harbor  Petersburg  Winches- 
ter Petersburg  '.assaultj  Sailor's  Creek  Appomattox 
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53ED  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
4th  Brigade  1st  Division  2d  Corps 

July  2  about  5  p.  m.  the  Regiment  deployed  with  the  Brigade  on  the 
Northerly  side  of  and  charged  through  tiie  Wheatfield  driving  the  enemy  and 
continuing  the  advance  to  this  position  holding  it  until  ordered  to  retire 

July  3    In  position  with  Division  on  left  center 

Carried  into  action  135  officers  and  men 


Killed 

Wounded 

Captured  or  missing 


men  7 

officers  11  men  58 

men  6 


Total  80 


Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Montgomery  Chester  Huntingdon  Blair  Centre 
Clearfield  Union  Carbon  Luzerne  Potter  Northumberland  Juniata  and  West- 
moreland 

Mustered  in  November  7  1861 

Ee-enlisted  December  22  1863 

Mustered  out  June  30  1865 

Total  enrolment  2080 


Killed  and  died  of  wounds 

Wounded 

Captured  or  missing 

Yorktown 
Fair  Oaks 
Gaines'  Mill 
Peach  Orchard 
Savage's  Station 
White  Oak  Swamp 
Malvern  Hill 
Antietam 
Fredericksburg 
Chancellorsville 
Gettysburg 
Bristoe  Station 
Mine  Run 


Total  903 


officers  4  men  196 
officers  31  men  506 
officers    3  men  163 

Wilderness 
Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Cold  Harbor 
Petersburg 
Strawberry  Plains 
Deep  Bottom 
Ream's  Station 
Hatcher's  Run 
South  Side  R.  R. 
Farmville 
Apponiattox 
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56th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

2d  Brigade  1st  Division  1st  Corps 

The  Regiment  here  delivered  the  opening  fire  of  the  Infantry  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  in  the  forenoon  of  July  1st  1863 

July  2  &  3     Occupied  position  on  Gulp's  Hill  as  indicated  by  stone  markera 
Went  into  action  with  252  officers  and  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  '     17 

"Wounded  58 

Captured  or  missing  55 


Total 

Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Centre 
hanna  and  Wayne 

Mustered  in  October  16th  1861 
Ee-enlisted  February  1S64 
Mustered  out  July  1st  1865 

Rappahannock  Station 

Sulphur  Springs 

Gainesville 

Groveton 

2d  Bull  Run 

South  Mountain 

Antietam 

Union 

Upperville 

Fredericksburg 

Pollock's  Mill 

Chancellors  ville 

Brandy  Slation 

Gettysburg 

Mine  Run 


130 
Indiana  Luzerne  Philadelphia  Susque- 


Wilderness 
Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Bethesda  Church 
Cold  Harbor 
Petersburg 
Weldon  R.  R. 
Poplar  Spring  Church 
Hatcher's  Run 
Dabney's  Mill 
Boydton  Road 
White  Oak  Road 
Five  Forks 
Appomattox 
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57th  PENNA.  infantry 
1st  Brig.  1st  Div.  3rd  Corps 

The  Regiment  occupied  this  position  exposed  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire  on  the 
afternoon  of  July  2  for  two  hours  when  it  advanced  170  feet  and  engaged 
'-he  enemy 

Present  at  Gettysburg  207 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  2  officers  12  men 

Wounded  9  officers  34  men 

Captured  or  missing  3  officers  55  men 

Total  115 

Mustered  in  October  &  November  1861 
Ke-enlisted  December  30  1863 
Mustered  out  June  39  1865 
Participated  in  the  following  engagements  : 


Yorktown 

Williamsburg 

Fair  Oaks 

Oak  Grove 

Glendale 

Malvern  Hill 

Bristoe  Station 

Groveton 

2d  Bull  Eun 

Chantilly 

Fredericksburg 

Chancellors  ville 

Gettysburg 

Auburn 

Kelly's  Ford 


Mine  Eun 

Wilderness 

Spotsylvania 

North  Anna 

Totopotomoy 

Cold  Harbor 

Petersburg 

Strawberry  Plains 

Deep  Bottom 

Poplar  Spring  Church 

Boydton  Eoad 

Hatcher's  Bun 

Petersburg  (Watkins  House) 

Amelia  Springs 

Appomattox 


61ST  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

3d  Brigade  2d  Division  6th  Corps 

After  a  march  of  37  miles  reached  the  field  about  4  p.  m.  July  3d  and  moved 
to  support  of  12th  Corps  Occupied  this  position  from  morning  of  July  3d  until 
close  of  battle 

Extreme  right  of  Infantry  of  the  Army 

Mustered  in  August  1861 
Ee-enlisted  Dec.  1863  to  Feb.  1864 
Mustered  out  June  28  1865 
Total  enrolment  1907 

Total  killed  and  mortally  wounded  18  officers  214  enlisted  men 
"     wounded  28       "        470         "  " 

"     died  of  disease  103        "  " 


Total 


46 


787 
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62d  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

2d  Brigade  1st  Division  5th  Corps 

Position  occnpied  by  the  Regiment  on  the  evening  of  July  2  1863  after  the 
troops  on  the  right  had  retired  and  where  the  Brigade  had  a  bayonet  contest 


Carried  into  action  officers  26  men  400 

Killed 
Wounded 
Captured  or  missing 


officers    4  men  24 

"      10     "     97 

"    40 


Total  loss  175 


Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Allegheny  Clarion  Armstrong  Jefferson  and 
Blair 

Mustered  in  July  4  1861 
Mustered  out  July  13  1864 
Total  enrolment  1600 


Killed  and  died  of  wounds 

Wounded 

Died  of  disease 


Total  744 


Yorktown 

Hanover  Court  House 

Mechanicsville 

Gaines'  Mill 

Malvern  Cliffs 

Malvern  Hill 

2d  Bull  Run 

Antietam 

Fredericksburg 

Chancellors  ville 


officers  17  men  147 
"      30     "     473 

"      77 

Upperville 
Gettysburg 
Rappahannock  Station 
Mine  Run 
Wilderness 
Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Bethesda  Church 
Cold  Harbor 


Petersburg 
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63d  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
1st  Brigade  1st  Division  3rd  Corps 

The  Regiment  arrived  on  the  battlefield  about  8  p.  m.  July  1st  and  was  im- 
mediately deployed  upon  picket  300  yards  North  of  the  Emmitsburg  road  and 
in  front  of  this  position  Skirmish  firing  was  kept  up  on  the  2d  from  early 
morning  until  5.30  p.  m.  when  the  regiment  was  relieved  and  rejoined  the 
Brigade    On  the  3rd  in  position  on  left  center 

Present  at  Gettysburg  296  officers  and  men 

Killed  1  man  wounded  3  officers  and  26  men  captured  or  missing  4  men 

Recruited  in  Allegheny  and  Clarion  counties 

Mustered  in  August — October  1861 

Mustered  out  July  31st  to  September  9th  1864 

Pohick  Church  Gettysburg 

Yorktown  Wapping  Heights 

Williamsburg  Auburn 

Fair  Oaks  Kelly's  Ford 

Oak  Grove  Mine  Run 

Glendale  Wilderness 

Malvern  Hill  Spotsylvania 

Kettle  Run  North  Anna 

Groveton  Totopotomoy 

2d  Bull  Run  Cold  Harbor 

Chantilly  Petersburg 

Fredericksburg  Strawberry  Plains 

Chancellorsville  Deep  Bottom 
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68th  PENNA.  infantry 
Scott  Legiou 

This  monument  marks  the  left  of  the  Eegiment  while  supporting  Clark's 
Battery  July  2cl  1863  the  right  resting  150  feet  North  as  indicated  hy  flank 
marker.  In  the  afternoon  the  Eegiment  advanced  southward  into  the  Peach 
Orchard  where  its  other  monument  stands  and  engaged  the  enemy. " 

July  3d  and  4th    The  Regiment  was  in  line  with  the  Division  on  left  center 

Present  at  Gettysburg  383  oflicers  and  men 

Killed  3  officers    10  men 

Wounded  9  officers  117  men 

Captured  or  missing  13  men 

1st  Brig.  1st  Div. 
Third  Corps 

Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  Montgomery  and  Chester 
Mustered  in  September  2d  1862 
Mustered  out  June  9th  1865 
Total  enrolment  1049 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  10  officers    58  men  Total    68 

Wounded  ,  11  officers  155  men  Total  166 

Captured  or  missing  3  officers  100  men  Total  103 

Fredericksburg 
Chancellors  ville 
Gettysburg 
Wapping  Heights 
Auburn 
Kelly's  Ford 
Mine  Run 
Wilderness 
Guinea  Station 
Petersburg 
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72d  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

Philadelphia  Fire  Zouaves 

2d  Brigade  2d  Division  2d  Corps 

Mustered  in  August  10  1861 
Mustered  out  August  24  1864 
Present  at  Gettysburg  458 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded  62 

Wounded  133 

Captured  or  missing  2 

Total  of  killed  wounded  and  missing  197 

July  2d,  1863  The  Eegiment  reached  this  angle  at  1  a.  m.  Took  position 
in  rear  of  this  monument  Supported  Cushing's  Battery  "  A  "  4th  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery At  6  p.  m.  assisted  in  repulsing  an  attack  of  the  enemy  and  in  making 
a  counter  charge  driving  them  beyond  the  Emmitsburg  Road  capturing  250 
prisoners 

July  3d  1863  The  Regiment  assisted  in  repulsing  the  charge  of  the  enemy 
on  the  angle  at  3  p.  m.  and  in  capturing  many  standards  and  prisoners 

During  the  cannonading  which  preceded  the  charge  the  Regiment  was  in 
line  sixty  yards  to  the  left  and  rear  of  this  monument  When  the  rebels  forced 
the  troops  from  the  first  line  the  72d  Regiment  fought  its  way  to  the  front  and 
occupied  the  wall 

Total  enrolment  1600 


Killed  and  mortally  wounded 

195 

Died  of  disease  etc. 

70 

Wounded 

558 

Captured  or  missing 

165 

Total  casualties  988 

Yorktown 

Chancellorsville 

Fair  Oaks 

Gettysburg 

Peach  Orchard 

Mine  Run 

Savage  Station 

Wilderness 

Gleudale 

Spotsylvania 

Malvern  Hill 

North  Anna 

Chantilly 

Totopotomoy 

Antietam 

Cold  Harbor 

Fredericksburg 

Petersburg 
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73d  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
1st  Brigade  2d  Division  11th  Corps 
July  2d     In  the  morning  took  position  in  the  Cemetery     At  dusk  moved 
hastily  to  this  position  and  in  a  severe  contest  assisted  in  repulsing  a  desperate 
assault  on  these  batteries 

Present  at  Gettysburg  14  officers  318  men 
Killed  7  men  wounded  27  men 
Organized  at  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  Sept.  19  1861 
Ee-enlisted  Jan.  1  1864 
Mustered  out  July  14  1865 
Total  enrolment  1260 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds 
Died  of  disease 
Wounded 
Captured  or  missing 


5  officers    96  men 

114  ■' 
18  "  303  " 
11       "       160     " 


Total 

Cross  Keys 
Rappahannock  River 
Groveton 
2d  Bull  Run 
Chancellorsville 
Gettysburg 
Wauhatchie 
Missionary  Ridge 
Rocky  Face  Ridge 


34 


673 


Resaca 

New  Hope  Church 
Pine  Knob 
Kenesaw  Mountain 
Peach  Tree  Creek 
Atlanta 

March  to  the  Sea 
Savannah 

Durham  Station  (surrender) 
73rd 


July  1st  The  Regiment  arrived  on  Cemetery  Hill  at  2  p.  m.  and  at  a  later 
hour  moved  into  the  town  near  the  square  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  Corps 

July  3d  Returned  to  its  former  position  in  the  Cemetery  and  assisted  in 
repulsing  the  enemy's  final  assault 


74th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
(German  Regiment) 
1st  Brig.  3d  Div.  11th  Corps 
July  1st    Fought  here  from  2  p.  m.  until  the  Corps  fell  back 
July  2  &  3     In  line  with  Division  in  front  of  Cemetery 
Recruited  at  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  September  14  1861 
Ee-enlisted  January  1864 
Mustered  out  August  29  1865 
Present  at  Gettysburg  381 
■g^j]jg(l  officers  2  men 

Wounded  * 

Captured  or  missing  2 


Total 


36 

58 

10 


66 
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75th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
2d  Brigade  3rd  Division  lltb  Corps 
July  1     Fought  on  this  position  from  2  p.  m.  until  the  Corps  retired 
July  2  &  3    Held  position  at  stone  wall  near  the  Cemetery  as  shown  by 
monument  there 

Present  at  Gettysburg  258 
Killed  officers  3  men  16 

Wounded  "      5     •'    84 

Captured  or  missing  "      3 

Total  loss  111 
Recruited  at  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  August  9  1861 
Ee-enlisted  January  3  1864 
Mustered  out  September  1  1865 
Cross  Keys  Chancellorsville 

Freeman's  Ford       Gettysburg 
GroTeton  Wauhatchie 

2d  Bull  Run  Chattanooga 


81ST  PENNA.  INFANTRY 
1st  Brig.  1st  Div.  3d  Corps 
Fought  on  this  line  in  the  afternoon  of  July  2d 

Present  at  Gettysburg  175  officers  and  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  9  men 

Wounded  5  officers  40     " 

Captured  or  missing  8     " 

Total  loss  62 

Recruited  in  Philadelphia  Carbon  and  Luzerne  counties 

Mustered  in  August  6  to  October  37  1861 
Re-enlisted  December  23  1863 
Mustered  out  June  29  1865 

Total  enrolment  1620 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  17  officers  187  men 

Died  of  diseases  etc.  2       "        89     " 

Wounded  44       "       518     " 

Captured  or  missing  3       "       190     " 
Total  loss  1050 

Yorktown  Wilderness 

Fair  Oaks  Spot.sylvania 

Peach  Orchard  North  Anna 

Savage's  Station  Totopotomoy 

White  Oak  Swamp  Cold  Harbor 

Glendale  Petersburg 

Malvern  Hill  Strawberry  Plains 

Antietam  Deep  Bottom 

Fredericksburg  Reams'  Station 

Chancellorsville  Petersburg  (Squirrel  Level  Road) 

Gettysburg  White  Oak  Road 

Bristoe  Station  Sutherland  Station 

Kelly's  Ford  Amelia  Court  House 

Mine  Run  Fnrraville  (Cumberland  Church) 
Appomattox 
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82D   PENNA.  INFANTRY 
1st  Brig.  3d  Div.  6th  Corps 
July  3rd  marched  from  near  Little  Round  Top  and  occupied  the  works  in 
front  at  11.30  a.  m.  relieving  other  troops 

Mustered  in  September  8  1861 
Ee-enlisted  December  20 1863 
Mustered  out  July  31  1865 


Yorktown 

Fair  Oaks 

White  Oak  Swamp 

Malvern  Hill 

Antietam 

Fredericksburg 

Marye's  Heights 

Salem  Heights 

Gettysburg 

Rappahannock  Station 

Mine  Run 

Wilderness 


Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Cold  Harbor 
Petersburg 
Fort  Stevens 
Winchester 
Dabney's  Mills 
Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher) 
Petersburg  (assault) 
Sailors'  Creek 
Appomattox 


83ED  PENNA.  INFANTRY 

2d  Brigade  1st  Division  5th  Corps 
The  Brigade  was  hurried  to   Little   Round  Top  about  5  p.  m.  of  July  2d 
This  Regiment  taking  position  in  front  of  this  monument  and  repulsed  several 
desperate  charges  of  the  enemy  after  which  this  Regiment  assisted  in  driving 
the  enemy  beyond  and  in  taking  possession  of  Big  Round  Top      On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  3rd  rejoined  the  Brigade  on  the  left  center 
Present  at  Gettysburg  308  oflScers  and  men 
Killed  1  officer  and  9  men  wounded  3  officers  and  42  men 

Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Erie  Crawford  and  Forest 
Mustered  in  September  13th  1861 
Re-enlisted  December  27th  1863 
Mustered  out  June  28th  1865 
Total  enrolment  2270 


Killed  and   died  of  wounds 
Died  of  disease  etc. 
Wounded 


11  officers  276  men 
2  officers  150  men 
29  officers  485  men 


Total  944 


Yorktown 

Hanover  Court  House 

Mechanicsville 

Gaines'  Mill 

Malvern  Cliffs 

Malvern  Hill 

2d  Bull  Run 

Antietam 

Shepherdstown  Ford 

Fredericksburg 

Chancel  lorsville 

Middleburg 

Gettysburg 

Jones'  Cross  Roads 

Wapping  Heights 


Rappahannock  Station 
Mine  Run 
Wilderness 
Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Bethesda  Church 
Cold  Harbor 
Petersburg 
Weldon  Railroad 
Peebles'  Farm 
Hatcher's  Run 
Dabney's  Mill 
Bnydton  Road 
Five  Forks 


Appomattox 
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84th  PENNA.  infantry 

July  1  The  regiment  was  on  duty  guarding  the  Division  wagon  trains 
Moved  with  the  column  on  the  road  from  Taneytown  to  Emmitsburg  and  on 
the  opening  of  the  battle  was  ordered  with  the  train  to  Westminster  Md.  where 
it  arrived  July  2d  at  7  a.  m.  and  picketed  the  roads  near  the  wagon  parks  until 
the  close  of  the  battle 

1st  Brig.  2d  Div.  3rd  Corps 
Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Blair  Lycoming  Clearfield  Dauphin  Columbia 
Cameron  Westmoreland  Huntingdon  Philadelphia  Monroe  and  Cumberland 
Mustered  in  December  23  1861 
Re-enlisted  January  1  1864 
Consolidated  with  57th  Penna.  Infantry  January  13  1865  and  composed  the 
four  left  companies  until  mustered  out  June  29th  1865 
Total  enrolment  1310 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  6  officers  122  men 

Died  of  disease  and  other  causes  1       "        101     " 

Wounded  19       "       251     " 

Captured  or  missing  9       "       241     " 


Total 


35 


715 


Bath 

Hancock 

Winchester  March  23  1862 

Front  Royal 

Port  Republic 

Cedar  Mountain 

Thoroughfare  Gap 

2d  Bull  Run 

Fredericksburg 

Chancellorsville 

Gettysburg 

Kelly's  Ford 


Mine  Run 
Wilderness 
Spotsylvania 
North  Anna 
Totopotomoy 
Cold  Harbor 
Petersburg 
Strawberry  Plains 
Deep  Bottom 
Poplar  Spring  Church 
Boydton  Road 
Hatcher's  Run 
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88th  PENNA.  infantry 
2d  Brigade  2d  Division  1st  Corps 
About  noon  July  1  1863  the  regiment  was  in  line  along  the  Mummasburg 
Road  200  yards  S.  E.  of  this  monument  Later  it  changed  direction  and  formed 
here  charged  forward  and  captured  two  battle  flags  and  a  number  of  prisoners 
At  4  p.  m.  Division  was  overpowered  and  lorced  through  the  town  July  2 
the  regiment  was  in  position  facing  the  Emmitsburg  Road  and  on  July  3  at 
Ziegler's  Grove  as  indicated  by  markers 

Number  engaged  29tj     Killed  and  mortally  wounded  7    wounded  53    cap- 
tured or  missing  51 
Recruited  in  Philadelphia  and  Reading 

Mustered  in  September  1861 
Re-enlisted  January  1864 
Mustered  out  June  30  1865 

Engagements 

Cedar  Mountain  Spotsylvania 

Rappahannock  Station  North  Anna 

Thoroughfare  Gap  Totopotomoy 

Second  Bull  Run  Bethesda  Church 

Chantilly  Cold  Harbor 

Antietam  Petersburg 

Fredericksburg  Weldon  R.  R. 

Chaucellorsville  Dabney's  Mill 

Gettysburg  Boydton  Road 

Mine  Run  Five  Forks 

"Wilderness  Appomattox 


EIGHT  OF  FIRST  CORPS 

Here  fought  the 

90th  Penna.  Infantry 

on  the  afternoon  of  July  1  1863 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded  11  wounded  44  captured  or  missing  39  total 

94  of  308  engaged 

Organized  at  Philada.  October  1  1861 
Mustered  out  Nov.  26  1864 

90th  P.  V. 

3d  Brig.  2d  Div. 

First  Corps 
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91sT  PENNA.  INFANTEY 

3d  Brig.  M  Div.  5th  Corps 

July  2d  moving  at  double  quick  in  the  evening  the  Regiment  toolc  position 
here  and  having  aided  in  repulsing  the  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the  line  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  battle 

Present  at  Gettysburg  258  officers  and  men 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  4  men 

Wounded  2  officers  13  men 

Eecruited  in  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  Sept.  &  Dec.  1861 
Ee-enlisted  December  26  1863 
Mustered  out  July  10  1865 


93d  PENNA.  INFANTEY 

3d  Brigade  3d  Division  6th  Corps 

After  charging  with  the  Brigade  from^the  right  of  Little  Eound  Top  in  the 
evening  of  July  2d  and  assisting  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  and  in  the  capture 
of  a  number  of  prisoners  the  Eegiment  retired  to  and  held  this  position  until 
after  the  close  of  the  battle 

Present  at  Gettysburg  270  officers  and  men 
Loss  1  officer  and  9  men  (1  mortally)  wounded 
Organized  at  Lebanon  as  the  Lebanon  Infantry 
Mustered  in  Oct.  28th  1861 
Ee-enlisted  January  1st  1864 
Mustered  out  June  27th  1865 


95th  PENNA.  INFANTEY 
Gosline  Zouaves 
2d  Brigade  1st  Division  6th  Corps 
Occupied  this  position  in  reserve  from  evening  of  July  2d  to  morning  of 


July  5th 


Organized  in  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  August  23  1861 
Ee-enlisted  Dec.  27  1863 
Mustered  out  July  17  1865 


96TH  PENNSYLVANIA   INFANTEY 

Position  of  the  96th  Eegt  Penna  Volunteers  2d  Brigade  1st  Division  6th 
Corps  from  6  p.  m.  of  the  2d  until  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  July  1863 

Organized  and  mustered  in  at  Pottsville  Schuylkill  county  Penna.  Septem- 
ber 33d  1861  Mustered  out  at  Hestonville  West  Philadelphia  Penna.  October 
21st  1864 
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98th  PENNA.  infantry 
(,Coat  ol  Arms) 
The  Regiment  was  the  advance  of  the  Sixth  Corps  in  its  march  from  Man- 
chester Md.  to  the  battlefield  and  occupied  this  position  from  the  evening  of 
July  2d  until  the  close  ol  the  battle 

3rd  Brigade  3rd  Division  6th  Corps 
Recruited  in  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  April  29th  1861  as  the  21st  Pennsylvania  Infantry  for  3  months 
Re-organized  as  the  98th  Pennsylvania  Infantry  and  mustered  in  Angust  17 
1861     Re-enlisted  December  23rd  1863    Mustered  out  June  29th  1865 
Yorktown  North  Anna 

Williamsburg  Totopotomoy 

Malvern  Hill  Cold  Harhor 

Fredericksburg  Petersburg 

Marye's  Heights  Fort  Stevens 

Salem  Heights  Winchester 

Gettysburg  Fisher's  Hill 

Rappahannock  Station      Cedar  Creek 
Mine  Run  Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher) 

Wilderness  Petersburg  (assault) 

Spotsylvania  Sailor's  Creek 

Appomattox 


99th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
2d  Brigade  1st  Division  3d  Corps 

Fought  on  this  line  in  the  afternoon  of  July  2 
Present  at  Gettysburg     339  officers  and  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  1  officer  and  24  men 

Wounded  4  officers  and  70  men 

Captured  or  missing  11  men 

Total  110 
Recruited  in  Phila.  and  Lancaster  Counties 
Mustered  in  July  21  1861  to  January  18  1862 
Re-enlisted  January  1864 
Mustered  out  July  1  1865 

Total  enrolment  2140 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  9  officers  and  115  men 

Died  of  disease  etc.  •  1  officer  and  116  men 

Wounded  27  officers  and  337  men 

Captured  or  missing  2  officers  and  153  men 

Total  760 
2d  Bull  .Run  North  Anna 

Chantilly  Totopotomoy 

White's  Ford  Cold  Harbor 

Fredericksburg  Petersburg 

Chancellorsville  Strawberry  Plains 

Gettysburg  Deep  Bottom 

Wapping  Heights         Poplar  Spring  Church 
Auburn  Boydton  Plank' Road 

Kelly's  Ford  Hatcher's  Run 

Mine  Run  Petersburg  (Watkins'  House) 

Wilderness  Amelia  Springs 

Spotsylvania  Appomattox 
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102D  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
3cl  Brigade  3d  Division  6th  Corps 
July  1     The  Regiment  was  detailed  at  Manchester  to  guard  trains  to  West- 
minster   At  the  latter  place  a  detachment  of  3  officers  and  100  men  was  sent 
to  Gettysburg  with  the  supply  train  and  on  its  arrival  the  morning  of  the  3d 
was  posted  on  this  line    The  rest  of  the  Regiment  picketed  the  roads  leading 
from  Westminster  to  Gettysburg  until  the  close  of  the  battle 
Recruited  in  Allegheny  and  Butler  Counties 

Musterfed  in  August  1861 
Re-enlisted  December  1863 
Mustered  out  June  28  1865 
Total  enrolment  2100 


Killed  and  died  of  wounds 

Wounded 

Died  of  disease  etc. 

Captured  or  missing 


10  officers  169  men 

23      "  518     " 

1      "  87     " 

5       "  131      " 


Total 
Yorktown 
Williamsburg 
Fair  Oaks 
Malvern  Hill 
Antietam 
Fredericksburg 
Marye's  Heights 
Salem  Heights 
Gettysburg 

Rappahannock  Station 
Mine  Run 
Wilderness 
Spotsylvania 


39 


905 


North  Anna 

Totopotomoy 

Cold  Harbor 

Petersburg 

Fort  Stevens 

Charleston 

Opequon 

Fisher's  Hill 

Cedar  Creek 

Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher) 

Petersburg  (Assault) 

Sailor's  Creek 

Appomattox 
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105th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

1st  Brig.  1st  Div.  3d  Corps 

July  2tl     Position  from   2  to  4  p.  m.     Moved  across  the  Emmitsburg  road 
Being  outflanked  the  Regiment  changed  front  facing  South  and  formed  line 
along  the  lane  at  right  angles  to  the  road  from  which  it  retired  fighting 
Present  at  Gettysburg  17  officers  257  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  2  officers  IH  men 

Wounded  13      "       95     " 

Missing  9     " 
Total  loss  132 

Wild  Cat  Regiment 

Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Jefferson  Clarion  Clearfield  Venango  Indiana 
Allegheny  and  Westmoreland 

Mustered  in  Sept.  9th  1861 
Ee-enlisted  Dec.  28th  1863 
Mustered  out  July  llth  1865 
Total  enrolment  2040 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  14  officers  314  men 

Wounded  52  officers  569  men 

Died  of  disease  137  men 

Missing  in  action  and  never  heard  of  28  then 
Total  loss  1014 

Yorktown  Mine  Run 

Williamsburg  Wilderness 

Fair  Oaks  Spotsylvania 

Oak  Grove  North  Anna 

Glendale  Totopotomoy 

Malvern  Hill  Cold  Harbor 

Bristoe  Station  Petersburg 

2d  Bull  Run  Strawberry  Plains 

Chantilly  Deep  Bottom 

Fredericksburg  Poplar  Spring  Church 

Chancellorsville  Boydton  Road 

Gettysburg  Hatcher's  Run 

Auburn  Amelia  Springs 

Kelly's  Ford  Appomattox 
In  retiring  joined  2d  Division  3d  Corps  advancing  and  recapturing  with 
the  aid  of  other  troops  3  guns  of  Battery  C  5th  U.  S.  Artillery 


1050  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 


106th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

2d  Brigade  2d  Division  2d  Corps 

Philadelphia  Brigade 

Position  of  the  Regiment  July  3  1863  In  the  evening  the  Regiment  assisted 
in  repulsing  a  charge  on  the  enemy  on  this  line  and  made  a  counter  to  the  Em- 
mitsburg  road  in  which  3  guns  of  Battery  B  1st  Rhode  Island  were  recovered 
and  at  the  Codori  House  captured  250  prisoners 

The  evening  of  July  2  the  Regiment  moved  to  East  Cemetery  Hill  to  re- 
enforce  the  11th  Corps  and  remained  there  as  indicated  by  monument  during 
the  3rd  Companies  A  and  B  continued  here  and  assisted  in  repulsing  the  final 
assault  of  the  enemy  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd 

Present  at  Gettysburg  23  officers  312  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  2  officers  10  men 

Wounded  8  officers  43  men 

Captured  or  missing  1  man 

Total  64 

Mustered  in  August  28th  1861 
Re-enlisted  December  29th  1863 
Mustered  out  June  30th  1865 
Total  enrolment  1020 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  9  officers    90  men 

Died  of  disease  etc.  1       "         94     " 

Wounded  24       "       373     " 

Captured  or  missing  5      "       153     " 

39  709 

Total  748 

Yorktown  Wilderness 

Fair  Oaks  Spotsylvania 

Peach  Orchard  North  Anna 

Savage  Station  Totopotomoy 

Glendale  Cold  Harbor 

Malvern  Hill  Petersburg 

Flint  Hill  Strawberry  Plains 

Antietam  Deep  Bottom 

Fredericksburg  Reams'  Station 

Chancellorsville  Boydton  Road 

Haymarket  Hatcher's  Run  (Feb.  1865) 

Gettysburg  Hatcher's  Run  (March  1865) 

Kelly's  Ford  Dabney's  Mill 

Mine  Run  Appomattox 
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107th  penna.  infantry 

1st  Brig.  2d  Div.  1st  Corps 

(Coat  of  Arms) 

July  1  The  regiment  fought  here  from  1  p.  m.  until  the  Corps  retired  and 
then  took  position  on  the  left  of  Cemetery  Hill  In  the  evening  of  the  2d 
moved  to  the  left  to  support  the  Second  Corps  and  after  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy  returned  to  former  position  On  the  3rd  moved  several  times  to  re- 
enforce  different  parts  of  the  lino 

Mustered  in  Feb.  and  March  1862 
Re-enlisted  Feb.  and  March  1864 
Mustered  out  July  13  1865 
Present  at  Gettysburg  35  oflicers  230  enlisted  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  16  men 

Wounded  8  officers  43  men 

Captured  or  missing  6  officers  92  men 

Total  loss  165 


109TH  PENNA.  INFANTRY 

2d  Brigade  2d  Division  12th  Corps 

July  12  3  1863 

July  1st — The  Regiment  arrived  vfithin  tvco  miles  of  Gettysburg  about  5 
p.  m.  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  Baltimore  Pike  July  2d  it  moved 
here  and  built  these  works  In  the  evening  it  was  withdrawn  with  the  Bri- 
gade and  returning  in  the  night,  found  the  works  in  the  possession  of  the 
enemy,  when  it  formed  at  right  angles  to  this  line  behind  a  ledge  of  rocks  to 
the  left  and  rear  of  this  position  designated  by  a  marker  After  severe  fighting 
on  the  morning  of  the  3rd  this  line  was  re-captured  and  held  until  the  close  of 
the  battle 

Went  into  action  with  149  officers  and  men 

Killed  color  sergeant  and  2  men  wounded  1  color  sergeant  and  5  men  captured 
or  missing  1  man     Total  10 

Curtin  Light  Guards 

Recruited  in  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  December  1861 
Re-enlisted  January  1864 
Consolidated  March  31st  1865  with  the  111th  Pennsylvania  Infantry  which 
was  mustered  out  July  19th  1865 
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110th  penna.  infantry 

3d  Brigade  1st  Division  3d  Corps 
(Coat  of  Arms) 
July  2    The  Regiment  fought  on  this  line  from   1  until  6  o'clock  p.  m. 
July  3  supported  batteries  on  Cemetery  Hill 

Present  at  Gettysburg  152 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  16  men 

Wounded  6  officers  and  31  men 

Mustered  in  October  24  1861 
Re-enlisted  January  4  1864 
Mustered  out  June  28  1865 
Total  enrolment   1475 
Total  loss  607 


lllTH  PENNA.  INFANTRY 
2d  Brigade  2d  Division  12th  Corps 
The  Regiment  built  these  works  In  the  evening  of  July  2  it  was  withdrawn 
with  the  Brigade  and  returning  during  the  night  found  the  enemy  in  the  works 
Assisted  in  repulsing  a  charge  of  the  enemy  at  day-light  of  the  3d  and  after 
seven  hours  and  a  half  of  continuous  fighting  in  which  it  participated  regained 
the  works  and  held  them  until  the  close  of  the  battle 

Carried  into  action  359  officers  and  men 
Killed  5  men  wounded  1  officer  and  17  men 
Recruited  in  Erie  Warren  and  Crawford  Counties 
Mustered  in  January  24  1862 
Re-enlisted  December  28  1863 
Mustered  out  July  1 9  1865 
Total  enrolment  1850 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  7  officers  137  men 

Died  of  disease  etc.  4  officers  163  men 

Wounded  25  officers  285  men 

Captured  or  missing  5  officers     65  men 

Total  loss  691 
Cedar  Mountain  Resaca 

Antietam  New  Hope  Church 

Chancellorsville  Pine  Knob 

Gettysburg  Kenesaw  Mountain 

Wauhatchie  Peach  Tree  Creek 

Lookout  Mountain  Atlanta 

Missionary  Ridge  March  to  the  Sea 

Ringgold  Savannah 

Durham  Station  (surrender) 
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115th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
3d  Brigade  2d  Division  3d  Corps 
July  2     This  Regiment  detached  from  the  Brigade  engaged  the  enemy  here 
at  4.30  p.  m. 

July  3     In  position  with  Division  on  left  center  of  the  line 
Present  at  Gettysburg  182 
Killed  3  wounded  18  missing  3 
Recruited  at  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  January  28  1862 

Consolidated  with  the  110th  Pennsylvania  Infantry  June  22  1864 
Malvern  Hill  (2d)  Gettysburg 

Bristoe  Station  Mine  Run 

Groveton  Wilderness 

Bull  Run  (2d)  Spotsylvania 

Chantilly  North  Anna 

Fredericksburg  Totopotomoy 

Chancellorsville  Cold  Harbor 


116th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

2d  Brig.  1st  Div.  2d  Corps 

Irish  Brigade 

1st  Division 

Second  Corps 

July  2  1863     In  action  142  officers  and  men 

Killed  and  wounded  37 


118TH  PENNA.  INFANTRY 

1st  Brigade  1st  Division  5th  Corps 

Corn  Exchange 

First  position  July  2 

July  3  on  Big  Round  Top 

Present  at  Gettysburg  332 

Killed  3  wounded  19  captured  or  missing  3 

Antietam  to  Appomattox 

Total  enrolment  1500 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded  136  wounded  330  captured  or  missing  290 

Recruited  in  Philadelphia 

Mustered  in  August  30  1862 

Mustered  out  June  1  1865 
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119th  penna.  infantry 

3d  Brig.  1st  Div.  6th  Corps 
Formed  line  afternoon  of  July  2  in  rear  of  Ridge  to  right  of  Little  Round 
Top     Morning  of  the  3d  moved  to  this  position     Afternoon  marched  to  rear  of 
left  center    Thence  to  face  of  Round  Top 

Orgimized  in  Philadelphia 
Mustered  in  September  1  1862 
Mustered  out  June  19  1865 
Aggregate  strength  1200 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  136 

Died  of  disease  and  other  causes  69 

Wounded  300 

Fredericksburg  Totopotomoy 

Marye's  Heights  Cold  Harbor 

Salem  Heights  Petersburg 

Gettysburg  Fort  Stevens 

Rappahannock  Station        Winchester 
Mine  Run  Dabney's  Mills 

Wilderness  Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher) 

Spotsylvania  Petersburg  (assault) 

North  Anna  Sailor's  Creek 


121st  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

1st  Brigade  3d  Division  1st  Corps 

July  1  1863     Occupied  this  position  the  extreme  left  of  Union  line 
July  2  &  3    On  Cemetery  Ridge 

Present  at  Gettysburg  11  oflScers  295  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  30  men 

Wounded  5  officers    93    " 

Captured  or  missing  ^       "         60    " 

Recruited  in  Philadelphia  and  Venango  Counties 
Mustered  in   September  1  1862 
Mustered  out  June  2  1865 

From  Fredericksburg 
To  Appomattox 
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139th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
3rd  Brigade  3rd  Division  6th  Corps 
Left  Manchester  Md.  at  9  p.  m.  July  1st  and  arrived  at  Rock  Creek  on  the 
Baltimore  Pike  at  2  p.  m.  of  the  2d  Towards  evening  the  Brigade  moved 
rapidly  to  the  front  to  support  the  Union  left  this  Regiment  deployed  on  the 
right  of  Little  Round  Top  and  advanced  with  the  Ist  Brigade  Penna.  Reserves 
driving  the  enemy  into  the  wheatfield 

Retired  to  and  held  this  position  until  the  evening  of  the  3rd  when  the  Regi- 
ment moved  with  the  Penna.  Reserves  and  advanced  about  900  yards  to  the 
position  indicated  by  a  Greek  Cross  Tablet  and  assisted  in  forcing  the  enemy 
back    Subsequently  returned  to  this  position 
Present  at  Gettysburg  511 
Killed  and  mortally  wounded  4  wounded  16 
Recruited  in  the  counties  of  Allegheny  Armstrong  Mercer  and  Beaver 
Mustered  in  Sept.  1  1862 
Mustered  out  June  21  1865 
Total  enrolment  1070 
Killed  and  mortally  wounded  10  officers  141  men 
"Wounded  36  officers  424  men 

Died  of  disease  etc.  5  officers  29  men 

Captured  or  missing  1  officer      54  men 

Total  750 
Antietam  Totopotomoy 

Fredericksburg  Cold  Harbor 

Marye's  Heights  Petersburg 

Salem  Heights  Fort  Stevens 

Gettysburg  Opequon 

Rappahannock  Station  Fisher's  Hill 

Mine  Run  Cedar  Creek 

Wilderness  Petersburg  (Fort  Fisher) 

Spotsylvania  Petersburg  (assault) 

North  Anna  Sailor's  Creek 

Appomattox 
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140th  PENNA.  INFANTEY 
3d  Brig.  1st  Div.  2d  Corps 
The  Eegiment  engaged  the  enemy  on  this  position  late  in  the  afternoon  of 
July  2  succeeding  5th  Corps  troops  and  holding  the  right  of  the  1st  Division 
2d  Corps    Supported  Battery  on  left  center  July  3 

Present  at  Gettysburg  589  of&cers  and  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  3  officers    50  men 

Wounded  8      "        120    " 

Captured  or  missing  3      "  57    " 

Total  241 

Recruited  in  Washington  Beaver  Greene  and  Merecr  Counties 

Mustered  in  August  and  September  1862 

Mustered  out  May  31  1865 

Total  enrolment  1146 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  10  officers    176  men 


Died  of  disease  etc. 

1      " 

131 

Wounded 

18       " 

354 

Captured  or  missing 

5       " 
Total  817 

122 

Chancellorsville 

Petersburg 

Gettysburg 

Strawberry  Plains 

Bristoe  Station 

Deep  Bottom 

Mine  Eun 

Reams'  Station 

Wilderness 

Hatcher's  Eun 

Spotsylvania 

Boydton  Eoad 

North  Anna 

Sutherland  Station 

Totopotomoy 

Sailor's  Creek 

Cold  Harbor 

Farmvllle 
Appomattox 
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141st  penna.  infantry 

1st  Brig.  1st  Div.  3d  Corps 
July  2  occupied  this  position  from  4  to  6  p.  m.  advanced  and  successfully 
esisted  an  attack  on  the  15th  New  York  Light  Artillery  by  the  2  and  8  South 
/arolina  Infantry.  Afterwards  retired  changed  front  to  the  right  and  encoun- 
ered  a  brigade  composed  of  the  13  17  18  &  21  Mississippi  Infantry  held  them 
n  check  with  great  gallantry  until  outflanked  Retired  firing  by  successive 
brmations  from  the  field 

Mustered  in  August  and  September  1862 
Mustered  out  May  28  1865 

Recruited  in  Bradford  Susquehanna  and  Wayne  Counties 

Present  at  Gettysburg  9  officers  and  200  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  1  officer  41  men  Total  42 

Wounded  5      "       81     "         "     86 

Captured  or  missing  21     "         "21 

Total  149 

Total  enrolment  1040 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  6  officers  144  men  Total  150 


Died  of  disease  etc. 

3       "           88     " 

91 

Wounded 

23       "        426     " 

"      449 

Captured  or  missing 

106     " 
Total  casualties  796 

"      106 

Fredericksburg 

Cold  Harbor 

Chancellorsville 

Petersburg 

Gettysburg 

Strawberry  Plains 

Auburn 

Deep  Bottom 

Kelly's  Ford 

Poplar  Spring  Church 

Mine  Run 

Boydton  Road 

Wilderness 

Hatcher's  Run 

Spotsylvania 

Petersburg  (Watkins' 

House) 

North  Anna 

Amelia  Springs 

Totopotomoy 

Appomattox 

67 
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142D  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

1st  Brigade  3d  Division  1st  Corps 

Mustered  in  August  1862 

Mustered  out  May  39  1865 

Recruited  in  Mercer  Westmoreland  Somerset  Union  Monroe  Pike  Fayette 

Venango  and  Luzerne  Counties 

Present  at  Gettysburg  336  oflScers  and  men 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  4  officers    27  men 

Wounded  10       "         100     " 

Captured  or  missing  2       "  68     " 

Total  loss  211 
Total  enrolment  935 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  7  officers  and  133  men 

Wounded  21       "  "     409     " 

Died  of  disease  etc.  81     " 

Captured  or  missing  2       '•  '•     156     " 

Total  loss  809 
July  1  a.  m.  Marched  from  near  Emmitsburg  reaching  the  field  via  Wil- 
loughby  Run  formed  line  facing  northward  Occupied  this  position  changed  it 
to  support  Artillery  reformed  here  and  engaged  a  brigade  composed  of  the  11 
36  47  &  52  North  Carolina  Infantry  In  the  afternoon  outflanked  and  retired 
firing  to  a  position  near  the  Seminary  here  engaged  a  brigade  composed  of  the 
1  12  13  &  14  South  Carolina  Infantry  after  a  gallant  fight  again  outflanked 
and  retired  to  Cemetery  Hill 

July  2    In  position  at  Cemetery  Hill 

July  3    Moved  half  a  mile  to  the  left  and  exposed  to  the  Artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy 

Fredericksburg  Cold  Harbor 

Chancellorsville  Petersburg 

Gettysburg  Weldon  Railroad 

Wilderness  Poplar  Spring  Church 

Spotsylvania  Hatcher's  Run 

North  Anna  Dabney's  Mill 

Totopotomoy  Boyd  ton  Road 

Bethesda  Church  Five  Forks 

Appomattox 
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143d  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 
2d  Brigade  3d  Division  1st  Corps 
(Corps  Badge  and  Coat  of  Arms) 
This  monument  marks  right  of  first  position  July  1  1863  facing  north  and 
second  position  facing  west  which  the  Regiment  held  from  11.30  a.  m.  tntil 
1st  Corps  fell  back     Last  position  on  Seminary  Ridge  right  resting  on  Rail- 
road cut 

July  2  &  3     Regiment  was  in  line  on  left  center  and  on  the  3d  assisted  in 
repulsing  the  final  charge  of  the  enemy 

Present  at  Gettysburg  465 

Killed  officers  1     men  20 

Wounded  "       11        "130 

Captured  or  missing  ' '     91 

Total  loss  253 

Recruited  in  the  Counties  of  Luzerne  Susquehanna  Wyoming  and  Lycoming 

Mustered  in  Aug.  Oct.  1862 

Mustered  out  June  12  1865 


145th  PENNA.  INFANTRY 
4th  Brig.  1st  Div.  2d  Corps 
July  2    In  the  evening  about  5  o'clock  the  Regiment  with  the  Brigade 
charged  from  the  northerly  side  of  the  wheatfield  driving  the  enemy  and  cap- 
taring  many  prisoners    This  position  was  held  until  the  command  was  out- 
flanked when  it  retired  under  orders 

July  3     The  Regiment  was  in  position  on  the  left  center  with  the  Division 

Present  at  Gettysburg  228  of&cers  and  men 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded  3  officers    21  men 

Wounded  6  officers    50  men 

Captured  or  missing  10  men 

Recruited  in  Erie  Warren  Crawford  and  Mercer  Counties 

Total  enrolment  1460 


Killed  and  mortally  wounded 
Died  of  disease  etc. 
Wounded 
Captured  or  missing 

Antietam 

Fredericksburg 

Chancellorsville 

Gettysburg 

Bristoe  Station 

Mine  Run 

Wilderness 

Spotsylvania 

North  Anna 


18  officers  175  men 

3  officers  224  men 

23  officers  364  men 

17  officers  367  men 


Totopotomoy 
Cold  Harbor 
Petersburg 
Strawberry  Plains 
Deep  Bottom 
Reams'  Station 
Hatcher's  Run 
South  Side  R.  R. 
Farmville 
Appomattox 
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147th  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTKY 
1st  Brigade  2d  Division  12tli  Corps 
July  3  1863 
Mustered  in  Oct.  28  1862 
Ee-enlisted  Dec.  39  1863 
Mustered  out  July  15  1865 
On  the  night  of  July  1st  this  Regiment  lay  on  the  northern  slope  of  Little 
Round  Top  holding  the  extreme  left  of  the  Union  Army 

At  6  p.  m.  July  2  moved  to  Gulp's  Hill  where  it  was  held  in  reserve  until 
evening  then  marched  toward  the  left  with  the  Brigade  returning  at  about 
3  a.  m.  July  3  and  occupied  this  position 

Present  at  Gettysburg  12  officers  and  286  men 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded  1  officer  and  5  men  wounded  14  men 


148th  PENNA.  infantry 
1st  Brig.  1st  Div.  2d  Corps 
The  Regiment  engaged  the  enemy  on  this  position  in  the  afternoon  of  July 
2  1863 

Present  at  Gettysburg  468  officers  and  men 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  2  officers    25  men 

Wounded  5       "  88     '■ 

Captured  or  missing  5     " 

Total  125 
Recruited  in  Centre  Clarion  Indiana  and  Jefterson  Counties 
Organized  September  1  1862 
Mustered  out  June  1  1865 
Total  enrolment  1370 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  13  officers     190  men 

Died  of  disease  etc.  4      "  170     " 

Wounded  28       "  512     " 

Captured  or  missing  4       "  168     " 

Total  1089 
Chancellorsville  Cold  Harbor 

Gettysburg  Petersburg 

Auburn  Strawberry  Plains 

Bristoe  Station  Deep  Bottom 

Mine  Run  Reams'  Station 

Wilderness  Petersburg 

Spotsylvania  Hatcher's  Run 

North  Anna  South  Side  R.  R. 

Totopotomoy  Farmville 

Appomattox 
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1-19TH  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTRY 

(1st  Regiment  Bucktail  Brigade) 

'2d  Brigade  3d  Division  1st  Corps 

July  1     The  Regiment  held  this  position  from  11.30  a.  m.  until  the  Corps 

retired  resisting  several  assaults  of  the  enemy  making  two  successful  charges 

to  the  R.  R.  cut  and  changing  front  to  rear  under  fire 

July  2    Moved  to  support  of  the  left  and  remained  on  picket  all  night    In 

the  morning  of  the  3d  moved  to  left  center  where  its  other  monument  stands 

Carried  into  action  450 

Killed  and  mortally  wounded  '       66 

Wounded  159 

Captured  or  missing  111 

Total  336 

Mustered  in  Aug.  30  1863 

Mustered  out  June  24  1865 


150th  penna.  infantry 

(2d  Regt.  Bucktail  Brigade) 
2d  Brig.  3d  Div.  1st  Corps 
July  1     The  Regiment  held  this  position  from  11.30  a.  m.  to  3.30  p.  m. 
Present  at  Gettysburg  397 
Killed  and  mortally  wounded  53 
Wounded  134     Captured  or  missing  77 
Recruited  in  Philadelphia  Crawford  McKean  and  Union  Counties 
Mustered  in  August — September  1862 
Mustered  out  June  23  1865 
This  monument  marks  the  most  advanced  line  facing  west  occupied  by  the 
Regiment     Repeated  changes  of  front  were  made  to  meet  assaults  from  the 
north  and  west  and  the  right  wing  charged  to  R.  R.  cut    In  retiring  it  made 
several  stands  and  engaged  the  enemy 

Evening  of  the  2d  moved  to  support  the  left  and  held  position  on  Emmits- 
burg  Road  Morning  of  the  3d  moved  to  left  center  and  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  battle 
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151st  PENNSYLVANIA  INFANTEY 
1st  Brigade  3d  Division  1st  Corps 
July  t     Fought  here  and  in  the  Grove  west  of  the  Theological  Seminary- 
July  2    In  reserve  on  Cemetery  Hill 

July  3    In  position  on  left  center  and  assisted  in  repulsing  the  charge  of 
the  enemy  in  the  afternoon 

Present  at  Gettysburg  officers  21     men  416 
Killed  and  mortally  wounded  officers  3    men     79 

Wounded  "       9       "172 

Captured  or  missing  "      4       "       71 

Total  loss  "     15       "     323 

Recruited  in  the  Counties  of  Berks  Juniata  Schuylkill  Susquehanna  Pike 
and  Warren 

Mustered  in  Oct.  and  Nov.  1863 
Mustered  out  July  37  1863 


153d  PENNA.  INFANTRY 

1st  Brig.  1st  Div.  11th  Corps 

July  1     The  Regiment  held  this  position  in  the  afternoon  until  the  Corps 

was  outflanked  and  retired  when  it  took  position  along  the  lane  at  the  foot  of 

East  Cemetery  Hill  where  it  remained  until  the  close  of  the  battle  assisting  to 

repulse  the  enemy's  assault  on  the  night  of  the  2d 

Carried  into  action  24  officers  545  men 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  1  officer    40  men 

Wounded  7  officers     117  men 

Captured  or  missing  46  men 

Total  loss  211 

Recruited  in  Northampton  County 

Mustered  in  September  1863 

Mustered  out  July  24  1863 


26th  PENNSYLVANIA  EMERGENCY  INFANTRY 
Organized  at  Harrisburg  and  Volunteered  .'or  the  Emergency 
Mustered  into  United  States  Service  June  32  1863 
Mustered  out  July  30  1863 

Co.  A  recruited  from  Pennsylvania  College  and  Gettysburg 
Total  enrolment  743 
Captured  and  missing  in  Gettysburg  Campaign  176  officers  and  men 
The  First  Union  Regiment  to  engage  the  Confederates  at  Gettysburg  and 
delaying  their  advance  one  day 

Reached  Gettysburg  June  25  in  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  On 
the  morning  of  June  26  marched  out  the  Chambersburg  Pike  and  met  the 
Rebel  Column  at  Marsh  Creek  and  forced  by  overwhelming  numbers  to  with- 
draw 

In  the  afternoon  on  the  Hunterstown  Road  had  a  severe  engagement  with 
the  Rebel  Cavalry  inflicting  upon  them  some  loss 

Reached  Harrisburg  June  28  having  marched  si.xty  consecutive  hours  and 
skirmished  with  the  enemy 

June  30  advanced  from  Harrisburg  after  rebels  in  retreat 
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FIRST  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY 
1  Brigade  3  Division  Cavalry  Corps 
Army  of  the  Potomac 
Mustered  in  July — Sept.  1861 
Re-enlisted  Jan.— Feb.  1864 
Consolidated  with  the  6th  &  17th  Penna.  Cavalry  to  form  the  2  Provisional 
Penua.  Cavalry  June  17  1865 

Mustered  out  August  7  1865 
At  the  opening  of  the  Artillery  fire  on  the  afternoon  of  July  3  the  regiment 
was  in  line  to  the  left  and  rear  of  this  position  with  orders  from  General  Meade 
to  "  Charge  the  assaulting  column  should  it  succeed  in  breaking  the  Infantry 
line  in  front'' 

Present  at  Gettysburg  30  officers  and  388  men 
Total  enrolment  1500 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  ofiBcers     8    men  87 

Wounded  "        32       "    356 

Died  of  disease  etc.  '•  2       "106 

Captured  or  missing  "  4       "    102 

Total  casualties  587 
Recruited  in  Montgomery  Berks  Blair  Cumberland  Juniata  Mifflin  Centre 
Clearfield  Greene  Fayette  Washington  and  Allegheny  Counties 
Participated  in  66  engagements  among  which  were  the  following 
Dranesville  Mine  Run 

Strasburg  Todd's  Tavern 

Harrisonburg  Davenport 

Cross  Keys  Fortifications  of  Richmond 

Cedar  Mountain  Haw's  Shop 

Thoroughfare  Gap  Cold  Harbor 

Gainesville  Trevillian  Station 

2d  Bull  Run  White  House 

Fredericksburg  St.  Mary's  Church 

Brandy  Station  Reams'  Station  (July  12  1864) 

Aldie  Malvern  Hill 

Middleburg  Charles  City  Cross  Roads 

Gettysburg  Reams'  Station  (August  25  1864') 

Shepherdstown  Hatcher's  Run 

Muddy  Run  Dinwiddle  Court  House 

Culpeper  Paine's  Cross  Roads 

Rapidan  River  Amelia  Springs 

Sulphur  Springs  Sailor's  Creek 

Auburn  Farmville 

Bristoe  Station  Appomattox 
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2d  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY 

Attached  to  Provost  Guard 

Army  Headquarters 

The  Regiment  held  this  position  July  3  until  the  close  of  the  day  when  it 

conducted  3000  prisoners  to  Westminster  Md.     Detachments  served  on  other 

parts  of  the  field  during  the  battle 

Recruited  in  Philadelphia  Lancaster  Centre  Northampton  Crawford  Berks 
Tioga  and  Armstrong  Counties 

Mustered  in  August — October  1861 
Re-enlisted  Dec.  1863  Feb.  1864 
Consolidated  -with  the  20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  form  the  1st  Provisional 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  June  17  1865 

Mustered  ont  July  13  1865 
Cedar  Mountain  Cold  Harbor 

2d  Bull  Run  Trevillian  Station 

Chantilly  Jerusalem  Plank  Road 

Gettysburg  Malvern  Hill 

Mine  Run  Deep  Bottom 

Wilderness  White  Oak  Swamp 

Todd's  Tavern  Reams'  Station 

Yellow  Tavern  Poplar  Spring  Church 

Richmond  Fortifications  Wyatt's  Farm 
Meadow  Bridge  Stoney  Creek  Station 

Haw's  Shop  Boydton  Road 

Hanover  Court  House     Hatcher's  Run 
Appomattox 
and  other  Battles 


THIRD 
PENNSYLVANIA 
CAVALRY 
First  Brigade  Second  Division 
Cavalry  Corps 
Army  of  the  Potomac 
July  2nd  1863     Reached  the  field  at  noon  from  Hanover  engaged  dismountec 
a  Confederate  Brigade  of  Infantry  on  BrinkerhofTs  Ridge  from  6  to  10  p.  m. 

July  3rd  Engaged  mounted  and  dism  lunted  with  the  Confederate  Cavalry 
Division  on  this  field  from  2  p.  m.  until  evening  portions  of  the  Regiment  ad 
vancing  in  a  mounted  charge  and  driving  the  enemy  beyond  the  Rummel  Farn 
Buildings. 
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4TJ1  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALKY 

Srd  Brigade  2ii(l  Division 
Cavalry  Corps  Army  of  tlie  Potomac 
Detached  ou  tlie  morning  of  July  2nd  from  the  Brigade  at  the  Junction  of 
White  Run  and  Baltimore  Turnpike  and  ordered  to  report  to  headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac     Supported  a  battery  temporarily  near  this  position     (Jn  picket 
at  night  retiring  late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  :ird  to  Second  Cavalry  Division 
Mustered  in  Aug.  15  to  Oct.  30  1861 
Re-enlisted  Jan.  1  1864 
Mustered  out  July  1  1865 
Recruited  in  Northampton  Allegheny  Westmoreland  Indiana  ^'enango  Leba- 
non and  Luzerne  Counties 

Total  enrolment  1930 
Killed  and  died  ol' wounds        Officers    9  men    92  Total  101 
Died  of  disease  etc.  ' 

Wounded  ' 

Captured  or  missing  ' 

Tott.l  casualties  896 

From  iMechanicsville  June  26  1862 

to 

Appomattox  April  9  1865 

Detached  on  the  morning  of  July  2nd  from  the  Brigade  at  the  junction  of 

White  Run  and  Baltimore  Turnpike     (Ordered  to  report  to  headquarters  Army 

of  tlie  Potomac  supported  a  Battery  temporarily  near  this  position  on  picket  at 

night  returning  late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd  to  Second  Cavalry  Division 


3     ' 

'     252      ' 

'      255 

21     • 

■     248      ■ 

•      26.0 

5      ' 

'     266     ' 

'      271 

6th  PENNA.  CAVALRY 

Lancers 

Reserve  Brigade  1st  Division  Cavalry  Corps  Army  of  the  Potomac 

Cavalry  Corps  Badge 

Monogram  of  Regiment 

Gettysburg  July  3d  1863 

Number  engaged  365  killed  3  wounded  7  missing  2 

Mustered  out  June  17  18f)5 

Mustered  in  October  31st  1861 


8th  PENNA.  CAVALRY 
2nd  Brigade  2nd  Division 
Cavalry  Corps 
Recruited  in  Phila.  Bucks  Lycoming  &  Luzerne  Counties 
Mustered  in  Aug.  Oct.  1861 
lie-enlisted  Dec.  31st  1863 
Mustered  out  July  24th  1865 
With  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  Manassas  to  Appomattox  participating 
in  135  battles  &  skirmishes 

This  regiment  detached  with  the  2nd  Corps  covered  the  rear  of  the  army  on 
the  march  from  Virginia  At  Frederick  rejoined  the  Cavalry  Corps  and  with 
Gregg's  Division  moved  in  the  advance  to  Gettysburg  July  1st  moved  hastily 
to  Manchester  to  protect  trains  July  4th  joined  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  par- 
ticipating in  the  night  attack  on  Monterey  Pass  and  the  many  other  Cavalry 
engagements  until  the  enemy  retreated  into  Virginia 
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16th  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY 

Position  occupied  on  the  afternoon  of  July  3d  1863 

2d  Brigade  2d  Cavalry  Division 

Cavalry  Corps 

Army  of  the  Potomac 


17th  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY 

2d  Brigade  1st  Division  Cavalry  Corps 
Army  of  the  Potomac 
The  regiment  held  this  position  on  the  morning  of  July  1  1863  from  5  o'clock 
until  the  arrival  of  First  Corps  Troops  The  brigade  then  moved  to  the  right 
covering  the  roads  to  Carlisle  and  Harrisburg  and  holding  the  enemy  in  check 
until  relieved  by  troops  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  It  then  took  position  on  the 
right  flank  of  the  infantry  and  later  aided  in  covering  the  retreat  of  the  11th 
Corps  to  Cemetery  Hill  where  it  vpent  into  position  with  the  division  on  the 
left  of  the  army 

Recruited  in  Beaver  Susquehanna  Lancaster  Bradford  Lebanon  Cumberland 
Franklin  Schuylkill  Perry  Luzerne  Montgomery  Chester  and  Wayne  Counties 
Mustered  in  September  1  1862 
Mustered  out  June  16  1865 
The  regiment  in  whole  or  part  participated  in  55  engagements  among  which 
were  the  following 

Gettysburg  Chancellorsville 

Mine  Run  Fisher's  Hill 

Wilderness  Newtown 

Todd's  Tavern  Winchester 

Sheridan's  First  Expedition  Gordonsville 
Cold  Harbor  Goochland  C.  H. 

Trevilian  Raid  Five  Forks 

Deep  Bottom  Sailor's  Creek 

Appomattox 


18th  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY 

1st  Brigade  3d  Division  Cavalry  Corps 
Army  of  the  Potomac 
The  regiment  participated  in  the  cavalry  fights  at  Hanover  June  30th  and 
Hunterstown  July  2d  1863    On  July  3d  occupied  this  position  and  in  the  after- 
noon charged  with  the  Brigade  upon  the  enemy's  infantry  behind  the  stone 
wall  to  the  north  of  this  point  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  woods 
Present  at  Gettysburg  599  officers  and  men 
Killed  2  men  wounded  4  men  captured  or  missing  8  men 
Mustered  in  August — December  1862     Consolidated  with  the  22d  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry  June  24th  1865  forming  the  3d  Provisional  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
which  was  mustered  out  October  31st  1865 

Participated  with  the  Armies  of  the  Potomac  and  Shenandoah  in  51  battles 
and  out  of  a  total  enrolment  of  2020  lost  in  killed  died  wounded  and  prisoners 
668  of  whom  131  died  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  while   pi-isoners  of  war 
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21ST  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY 

Organized  at  Harrisburg  Pa.  June  23  August  1  1863 

Mustered  out  Feb.  20  1864 

Total  enrolment  1117 
Killed  men     3 

Captured  "        1 

Died  of  disease    "      17 


Total  21 
Organized  at  Harrisburg  Pa.  Feb.  1864 
Mustered  out  July  8  1865 

Total  enrolment  1724 

Killed  officers 

Died  of  wounds  ' ' 

Died  of  disease  ' ' 

Captured  ' ' 
Wounded 

Missing  " 


1 
1 
1 
1 

12 
3 


men 


49 
24 
93 
32 
196 
22 


Total 
Front  Eoyal 
Mt.  Jackson 
Harrisonburg 
Cold  Harbor 


19  416 

Stoney  Creek  Station 
Belfield 
Hatcher's  Kuu 
Dinwiddie  Court  House 
Jerusalem  Plank  Road  Five  Forks 
Petersburg  Amelia  Springs 

Weldon  Railroad  Sailor's  Creek 

Poplar  Spring  Church   Farmville 
Boydtou  Road  Appomattox 

Near  this  spot  on  June  26th  1863  fell  Private  George  W.  Sandoe  an  advance 
scout  of  company  of  volunteer  cavalry  afterwards  Co.  B  21st  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  the  first  Union  Soldier  killed  at  Gettysburg 


1068  Pennsylvania  at  Gettysburg. 


BATTERY  B 
FiBST  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery 
(Penna.  Reserve  Corps) 
Artillery  Brigade  First  Corps 
Present  at  Gettysburg  114  officers  and  men 
Killed  3     Wounded  9 
Ammunition  Expended  (4  guns)  1050  Rounds 
Organized  April  26  1861  at  Mount  Jackson  Lawrence  County 
Entered  State  Service  June  8  1861 
Mustered  in  U.  S.  Service  June  28  1861 
Re-enlisted  January  4  1864 
Mustered  out  June  9  1865 

Total  enrolment  332 
Killed  and  died  of  wounds  21 

Died  of  disease  17 

Wonuded  53 

Ammunition  expended  11200  Rounds 
1861     1865 
Dranesville  Chancellorsville 

Mechaniesville  Gettysburg 

Gaines'  Mill  Mine  Run 

New  Market  Cross  Roads    Wilderness 
Malvern  Hill  Spotsylvania 

Gainesville  North  Anna 

Groveton  Totopotomoy 

Second  Bull  Run  Bethesda  Church 

South  Mountain  Cold  Harbor 

Antietam  Petersburg 

Fredericksburg  Weldon  Railroad 

Fitzhugh's  Crossing  Petersburg  (capture) 

Appomattox 
Positions 
July  1  1863  Battery  arrived  at  12  m.  took  position  and  was  engaged  be- 
tween Hagerstown  road  and  Chambersburg  pike  near  Wllloughby  Run  changed 
position  to  right  and  swept  Oak  Hill  with  its  fire  withdrew  to  Theological 
Seminary  where  it  fought  till  after  4  p.  m.  retired  to  this  position  vrhere  it  re- 
mained until  close  of  heavy  artillery  contest  with  the  enemy's  Batteries  on 
Benner's  Hill  during  afternoon  engagement  of  July  2  when  relieved  by  Rick- 
etts'  Battery 

July  3  was  engaged  on  left  center  during  the  final  attack  and  second  repulse 
of  the  enemv 
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RICKETTS'  BATTERY 
First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artilleey 
Present  at  Gettysburg  cousolidatecl  Battery  F  &  G  3  officers  &  141  men 
Killed  &  died  of  wounds  7  men 

Wounded  1  officer  &  13     " 

Captured  or  missing  3     " 

Total  loss  34 
July  2     Reached  the  field  and  took  this  position  in  the  afternoon  and  en- 
gaged the  Rebel  batteries  on  Benncr's  Hill 

8  p.  m.     A  Rebel  column  charged  the  Battery  and  a  desperate  hand-to-hand 

conflict  ensued  which  was  repulsed  after  every  round  of  canister  had  been  fired 

July  3     Engaged  with  the  Rebel  batteries  on  the  left  and  center  of  the  line 

F 
Recruited  in  Schuylkill  Co. 

Total  enrolment  342 
Mustered  in  July  8  1861 
Re-enlisted  December  1863 
Mustered  out  June  9  1865 
Killed  &  died  of  wounds  1  officer 

Wounded  3       "         " 

Died  of  disease  etc. 

Captured  or  missing  1       "         " 

Total  casualties  78  men  &  5  officers 

.      G 
Recruited  in  Philadelphia 
Total  enrolment  340 
Mustered  in  July  25  1861 
Re-enlisted  December  1863 
Mustered  out  June  29  1865 
Killed  &  died  of  wounds  1  officer    & 

Wounded  3 

Died  of  disease  etc. 
Captured  or  missing 
Total  casualties  exclusive  of  those  while  attached  to  Battery  F  89 


c&  16  men 
"  40     '■ 
10     " 
"  12     " 


15  men 
44     " 
12     " 
14     " 
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BATTEKY  C  PENNA.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY 
(Thompson's) 
July  2    Occupied  this  position  from  about  5  to  6  o'clock  p.  m. 
July  3    In  position  on  right  of  First  Volunteer  Brigade  Reserve  Artillery 
and  engaged  the  enemy 

Recruited  at  Pittsburg 
Total  enrolment  325 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  4  men 

Died  of  disease  etc.  11     " 

Wounded  5  officers  and  35     " 

Captured  or  missing  9     " 

Total  casualties  64 
Mustered  in  November  6  1861 
Re-enlisted  January  1  1864 
Mustered  out  June  30  1865 
Present  at  Gettysburg  (Consolidated  Battery  C  &  F) 
105  officers  and  men 
Died  of  wounds  1  man 

Wounded  3  officers  and  7  men 

Captured  or  missing  3     " 

Total  loss  14 
From  June  3  1863  to  March  35  1864  Batteries  C  &  F  served  as  a  consolidated 
Battery 

Rappahannock  Station         Antietam 
Cedar  Mountain  Fredericksburg 

Crooked  Run  Puidy's  Dam 

Rappahannock  Station        Chancellorsville 
Thoroughfare  Gap  Gettysburg 

2d  Bull  Run  Mitchell's  Ford 

Chantilly  Mine  Run 

Morton's  Ford 


BATTERY  E 
(Knap's) 
Penna.  Light  Artillery 
Mustered  in  Oct.  1  1861 
Re-enlisted  Jan.  1864 
Mustered  out  June  14  1865 
At  3.30  p.  m.   July  2  one  gun   was  placed  on  Gulp's  Hill  in  the  position 
marked  by  a  monument  and  was  joined  by  two  others  at  5  p.  m.  when  the 
three  guns  engaged  the  enemy's  batteries  on  Benner's  Hill    These  guns  were 
withdrawn  when  the  Infantry  was  ordered  to  the  left  and  the  Battery  went 
into  this  position  where  it  remained  until  the  close  of  the  battle 
Present  at  Gettysburg  4  officers  and  135  men 
Wounded  3  men 
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F  PENNA.  LIGHT   ARTILLERY 

Hampton's  Battery 
Organized  at  Pittsburg 
Mustered  in  Oct.  8  1861 
Re-enlisted  Feb.  27  1864 
Mustered  out  June  26  1865 
From  June  3  1863  to  March  25  1864  Batteries  F  &  C  served  as  a  consolidated 
battery 

July  2  occupied  this  position  from  about  5  to  6  o'clock  p.  m.  July  3  with 
the  left  center  on  Cemetery  Ridge  on  left  of  First  Volunteer  Brigade  Reserve 
Artillery  marked  by  tablet 

24  men  from  Battery  F  vrere  detailed  to  Battery  H  1st  Ohio  Artillery  posted 
in  the  Cemetery  during  the  battle 


F 
Penna.  Light  Artillery 

Hampton's  Battery 
Organized  at  Pittsburgh 
Mustered  in  Oct.  8  1861 
Re-enlisted  Feb.  27  1864 
Mustered  out  June  26  1865 
From  June  3  1863  to  March  25  1864  Batteries  F  &  C  served  as  a  consolidated 
battery 

July  2d  occupied  this  position  from  about  5  to  6  o'clock  p.  m.  July  3d  with 
the  left  center  on  Cemetery  Ridge  on  left  of  First  Volunteer  Brigade  Reserve 
Artillery  marked  by  tablet 


BATTERY  "H" 

3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery 

1st  Brigade  2d  Division 

Cavalry  Corps 

Mustered  in  January  19  1863 

Mustered  out  July  25  1865 

Mounted  as  a  battery  of  light  artillery  May  6  1863 
Second  section  participated  in  the  battle 
Temporarily  attached  to  the  1st  Brigade  2d  Division  Cavalry  Corps  from  June 
28  to  July  7  1863 
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68  (1(^3) 
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